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SHAN STATF'S QUESTION AT SSUE ON
MINOKITY GROUPS BY SSUPC

N T e e " —

The populace of Shan State comprises of multi.

ethnic groups who have Jived harmouiously together
through pericds of hardship and prosperity  in o the
bastup  til the present time without enmity towards
each other.  Krotheriiness was the root of  clese ki
uship ar peacetul  en.existence  he(ween the Sfhans
and the raciai Ininorities in the Shan State.

Shan State is a nation which belongs 1o al] the
multi-racial people living :ogether within the  Shan
State. Together, we have built and shared respoq-
sibilities in governing. Unitedly, we bave alwavs

defended our freedom  and fought all oppressive.

enemies of the Shan State.

At present, Shan Siate is under thle authorifat.
ive rule of the Burmese who are Of pressing  ail
the people of the Shan State. Shans, as well as
all  the racial minorities are suffering  under the
inhuman and tyrannica] system of the Burmese.
Without exception, our people have been forced to
lead their lives as slaves of the Burmese.

The people of Shan State  have suffered  this
inhuman  Burmese oppression for gso long  that i
has  turned them into animal-like human beings for
the Burmese to treat and use them as they Jike.
Should we et this inhuman  treatment of the
Burmese towards the Shan State* and it's  people
continue, then, Shan State  as a nation and the
Shan veople  together with  a]] the multi-racia]
minorities as specific kinds  of people, will
disappear from the face of this earth:

Upon examining the objectives of Shan State’s
oppression by other nationalities or races, two djstj.
nct reascns can be geen.




Shan State’s question

1) UJsing  military strength  to  conquer and
oppress the people in order to take over
control' of the country and all the economic
assets. lLasily, the assimilation of it's people
will finally be the result of conquest by
another naticnality or race of people.

2) The system of “Divide and Rule” s being

i implencented by the Burmese in the Shan

| State, creating suspicion and hatred between

: the multi  «t:nic people of the Shan State.

To disrupt ths social and economic  structure,

every trick and trade has been applied to

infiltrate and  irseminate seeds of disunity
among the people. Historical evidences can
be clearly scen by the fighting between the

3 : Shans and the Pa-Os in 1950; Shans fighting

against Shans; Shans  fighting  the Palaungs:

Shans agaiust the Lahus etcu.. All these

conflicts stems frem the Burmese strategem

of “Frying the fish with its own fat.”
tiowever, these past experiences have shown
us our shortcomings and the losses of the

1 Shan S:ate people  whether Shan, Pa.O,

Palaung, Lahu ... This has shown us the

need for Usity of the Shan State people in

order to attain cur country and people’s
independence and Freedom. Individual efforts
for its own kind of people will only
prolong our struggle. It is time for all of
us to be aware that a United Front is the
‘ ' culy powerful force which " can  achieve the

speedy success of Shau State’s independence.
Unity must be built on trust in each
- cther, a respect and uniform love towards
all nationalities of the Shan State and the
merging of political, financial and nuiiitary




Shan >tate’s question
resources. Historically, there his  been no
evidences of any major racial conflicts  due
to discrimation of one race against  another.
Those few conflicts recorded by  some can
be taken .as incidents causcd because of the
tyrannical rulers now aund then.

All the multiraces- in the Shan Siate once
have had their own chiefs or princes ruling  their
own people such as ihe Shan, Polaung, FPao, wa
ete. Similarly, within  the various armed minority
groups fighting against the Burmese gove:nment,
leaders of different racey can  be found ieading
another race of revolutionary group. This ceariy
gshnerg  that without discrimination.  any  race  can
become a leader accor) to his  abiluy  and
leadership. This  non-i matizn and  democratio-
policy should be realized the parrow-mindedness
of divisive ideology &' be erased to (uild -u,
the unity of the 3ha state  revolutionary | forces
as a single armed i'- o6

One common  fact whice can be ‘§eesn  in
most independent natic s of the world is that
each nation is made :p of many ruaces of people
as it’s people or niconalties.  Some  natins  oare
much more multi-raciz! than the Skan Siar=.  Aud
it is  omly through unity of their multiracial
people’s efforts that ti-ir independent mnation was
establish.

iikewise, Shan Sia : was ence a free and
independent nation ma. up of manv  races m«'mg
in peace and Larmosny until the land and it's
people were being for fully taken over by  other
major races such t:.: Burmese. To be abie to
free the Shan State eople  {-om this life of
enslavement aud opp zion, all the maulii-ethnic




Shan  State’s question

people of the Shan State must unite. to fight for
the attainment of national independence. Only then
can the socic-economical standard of the people  be
fully  up-lifted. 1t is tle duty and responsibility
of all Shan State loving patriots.

These nations that have gained their
indeperndence is . the fual result of the united
struggle of all their multi-ethnic people for a single
cause which will be beneficial for their  country
and it’s people to become influertial nations of
the world.

Our  enemies are wusing all  kinds of methods
to create mistrust and d.sunity among  the people
of th> Shan State. Propigandas and rumours of
the . Was to form a Wa Armed Force to liberate
their Wa State is an example in trying to prevent
the pesple of the Shan Srate from  being  united.
do. this way, it will prolong our enemies objective
of contrelling and oppressing  the multi-racial people
of the Shan Sate.

No matter whatever the situation may  be,

t‘he' ipeople  of  the  Shan Stale cannot be
divided  for loug.  The roots of our historical
kinship and unity cannot Le up-rooted by

outsid>  forces whose oaly  aim i to dominate
and  control Shan State's people and property. We,
the people of Shan State should be aware of
these dangers in time a..d unite fer Shan  State's
independece.

Shan State  United Parriotic  Council (SSUPC)
welcomes  al] pairiols in  wuniting to clear the way
towards  Shan = Siate's independence. There is no
differentiation of sex, race and religion in uniting.

(1) Ail ethnic groups have equal democratic

rishts

(2) All  thoic groups have equal rights for



Shan State’s question

development.

(3) All  ethbnic groups wunite and love each
other as true brothers and sisters for a
commen goal. .

SSUPC stands and strives to implement these
three basic principles for all the ~“people of the
Shan State. :

SSUPC. .and it’s armed force SSA dees not
belong to or represent any single ethnic group of
the: Shan OStzte wnether the Shans, PaQs, Was or
Palaurgs. It stands for a'l the multi-racial people

of the whole of Shan State and exist to work .
s

for all.

Without discrimination of race or religious *
beliefs. every patriot has the right to paricipate
in Shan State’s justifiable cause guided by SSUPC.-
Every patriot’s strength -and ability will bex used

appropriately within  thes organizaiion, the drmed -

~foices and the departments. =
“"To all Shan State loving individuals, .étHemic
groups and patriotic organizations ... . we ¥ welcome
all to join and unitedly Jlead the gﬁ#& o f0F
Shan  State’s  independence  and nat&f reedom
for all. e

“May all Shan State .people be united as one.”

SHAN STATE UNITED PATRIOTIC COUNCIL,
(SSUPC), April 1st. 1986.
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