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Basic to Intermediate
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Shortest way to talk about “Spending time with your family” 
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Shouldn’t you + (rather) V-inf
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- Shouldn’t you rather spend time with 
your family? 

blow out of proportion
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- You’re blowing this out of proportion.

I should (easily) be finished by 10 o’clock
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- Violet: How long is this going to take 
you then? 

 Bob: I should easily be finished by 10 
o’clock. 

used to + V-inf
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- You used to get everything done at the 
office and never came home late.
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- A: What are you doing on Saturday evening? 
 B: I’m going to the cinema. 
- A: What time is Katherine arriving tomorrow? 
 B: Half past ten. We’re meeting her at the station. 
- I’m not working tomorrow, so we can go out somewhere. 
- Steve isn’t playing football next Saturday. He’s hurt his 

leg. 
2� Ct~�v�~����~���}��}�v��v�}~�}������~�|y��
- We’re having a party next weekend. 
- Are you meeting Bill this evening? 
- What are you doing tomorrow evening? 
- I’m not going out tonight. I’m staying at home. 
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 Yes, I’m coming. 
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We use the present simple when we talk about timetables 

and programmes (for example, transport or cinema times): 
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- I have to go. My train leaves at 11.30. 
- What time does the film start tonight? 
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- What time does the film finish? 
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- I start my new job on Monday. 
- What time do you finish work tomorrow? 
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- What time are you meeting Kate tomorrow? 
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�����I'm going to a concert 
tomorrow.

�����What time are you 
leaving?
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�����What time does your 
train leave?
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1. I’m going to visit my aunt tomorrow. 
2. It is going to be sunny this afternoon. 
��� ����|���~����~���}���ty�}���|~ |���v�}����}���
Å�� ���x��u}����v�}�vv�~����~���}���|tt��
5. Miss Lin is going to teach us English tomorrow. 

��v��~�v�AÏD���"	������
1. What are you going to do with it? 
2. What are you going to wear? 
3. Where are you going to put it? 
4. Who are you going to invite? 
5. How are you going to cook it? 

��v��~�v�A�D���"	�������
1. It’s going to rain. 
2. He’s going to be late. 
��� ��v���|}�~����~���}���~�x��
Å�� ��vyý�v���~���}���u���u}�����v}��t��
5. It’s going to cost a lot (of money) to repair the car. 
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Spending time with your family 
Violet (wife): Are you still working, Bob? It’s 
��~�|y�v�v�~����w��ut��ý}�y�u��|}�v����v���
time with your family? 
Bob (husband): Sorry, Violet. I have an impor-
tant project that I need to finish by Monday. 
Violet: How long is this going to take you 
then? 
Bob: I should easily be finished by 10 o’clock. 
Violet: 10 o’clock? Oh, for goodness’ sake! 
��|}ý� what I hate most about your job—
you’re always bringing work home. You’ve 

hardly spent any time with the children 
recently. 
Bob: You’re blowing this out of proportion. 
Violet: Am I? Last month you missed Lily’s 
birthday party, and last Saturday your boss 
called you right in the middle of Matthew’s 
game. You completely missed the most 
important moments of the game. It never 
used to be like this. You used to get everything 
done at the office and never came home late. 
Bob: But I need to get promoted, that’s why 
I’m working so much. I will get a salary 
increase and I’ll be able to buy the kids so 
many wonderful things! We’ll be able to live 
a more comfortable lifestyle. 
Violet: But our lifestyle is okay as it is now. 
We don’t need more. Spending time with 
your family is more important than satisfying 
their material needs. 
Bob: Okay, you’ve made your point. 
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