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GRAMMAR 

Basic to Intermediate
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Shortest way to talk about “Exchanging money” 

CONVERSATION
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 á The present participle is used in the formation of 
continuous tenses. 

  ($B�� M�
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�
��������3
��B
�$�����Present Participle 
(V-ing) �����3���3%���

   - I’m vw�y�nwno to the radio. 
   - He was �wyywno here a few minutes ago. 
   - They boys have been uvqtwno here for an hour 
    now. 
 á The present participle is used after verbs of sensation. 
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Present Participle (V-ing) �����3���3%���
   - I saw him xz�wno. 
   - She heard the child xrtwno. 
   - I saw Mg Mg r�q�wno a book. 
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   - I saw him oz�there.
   - I saw him ozwno there. 
   - I heard her ��my the door. 
   - I heard her ��myywno the door. 
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�zn«�r�qywzn
� x�qnowno��zn�t�
�m�yz��r: Hi there, I was wondering if you 
could help me. 
�zn�t�x�qno�r: Of course, what do you need? 

�m�yz��r: I’m travelling to Thailand next 
month and I need to know the exchange rate 

and how much it will cost to buy some 

currency. 

�zn�t�x�qno�r: Of course, let me take a look 

for you. 

�m�yz��r: Thank you. 

�zn�t�x�qno�r: Ok, so the currency of Thai-

land is the Thai Baht, and at the moment, 

the exchange rate is 1 Thai Baht to 0.029 US 

dollars. 

�m�yz��r: Ok, great, and how much does it 
cost for me to buy Thai Baht from here? 

�zn�t� x�qno�r: We add a 1% fee to the 

overall amount you buy from us. 

�m�yz��r: Ok, and am I given the Thai Baht 
today, or do I have to come back to collect 
it? 
�zn�t� x�qno�r: It depends on how much 

you’d like to purchase and whether we have 

enough in stock. If we don’t, you can either 

come back and collect it or request it is sent 

to you. 

�m�yz��r: Ok, that’s great. How will it take 

to arrive if I order today? 

�zn�t�x�qno�r: It’s not usually longer than 

a week. 
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 á Present participle is used as an adjective. 
  (Present Participle ���� Adjective ��

+��33���

���3��������3%�D��
   - A rzvvwno stone gathers no moss. 
   - A �qr�wno dog does not bite. 
   - We walk along a �wn�wno road. 
   - She removes the �zwvwno kettle from the fire. 
 á  The present participle is used in adjective phrases. 

Note that a participle is a verb-adjective. Like a verb 
it may take an object and like an adjective it may 
qualify a noun. 
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(Each of the following phrases qualifies a noun.) 
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   - ���wno a tiger, the dear ran away. 
   - ��qrwno the noise, the baby woke up. 
   - �q«wno rested, we continued our journey. 
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 1. Walking  down  the  street,  the  clock  struck  six. 
(………………..) 

  Walking down the street, I heard the clock strike six. 
(……………..) 

 2. Being  very  ill,  the  doctor  ordered  U  Hla  to  bed. 
(…………………) 

  Being very ill, U Hla was ordered to bed by the doctor. 
(………………..) 

 3. Opening   the   door,   the   night   was   very   dark. 
(…………………..) 

  Opening the door, he saw the night was very dark. 
(……………….) 

 4. Weather permitting, we shall have a picnic tomorrow. 
(…………………) 

 5. God willing, we shall succeed. (………………) 
 6. The sun having set, the farmers return to the village. 

(…………………) 
 7. The cat being away, the mice will play. (………………..) 
 8. Seeing the tiger, the zebra ran away. (……………………) 
 9. Hearing   a   lot   of   noises,   my  mom   woke   up. 

(……………… ) 
 10. Walking along the street, I saw Ma Ma. (………………….) 
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1.  Walking             2.  painting              3.  dancing
4.  Watching           5.  gardening           6.  boating
7.  fishing               8.  getting                9.  Reading 
10.  cycling 

� �rxw����¤��
����$B
�
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1.  riding                 2.  dining                 3.  frying 
4.  looking              5.  driving                6.  skating
7.  hearing             8.  cutting                 9. making 
10. fishing 
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�m�yz��r: Thank you so much for your help. 
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 - I was wondering where you had put 

my sunglasses. 
 - I was wondering if we should go and 

visit Paula this weekend. 
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 - I am taking an exam next week. 

 - I am visiting my friend’s house this 
evening. 
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 - How much are these shoes? 
 - How much does it cost? 
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 - Would you like to wear green t-shirt 

or white t-shirt? 
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