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The Japan Times

A]DS time bomb is
Asia: Kobe forum

By ERIC NYHMNETOR

Siul arvies
KOBE — Medlcal prolession-
als, scholars, com MuniEy

leaders and those who are
HIV positive from around
Axia and the Pacific gathered
Friday in Haobe to begin a
[ll.'E-dd:r' cofleranos on the re-
II_II}I:'I'E- Erowing HIV Al DS eri-
815

“Asin and the Pacific are
now home Lo a rapidly ex-
panding HIV and AIDS epl-
depic. Last wear, there were
a tofal of 3.2 million pecple in
the region whe were HI'Y pos
itive,"” said Peter Piot,
UMAIDS execulive direclor
amd undersecretary geperal
of the Unkted Nathons, just be-
fore the opening ceremony
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siricken by HIV and AIDS
and |5 in mesed of Just a8 much
International assistance, and
palitical attention, in combat
ing the disease.

"The AIDS isswe is ool re-
glricted to Africa. I 18 becomm-
||:'Ig an lasue of _grealer serk-
oeEness in Asia," 2ald Tadam-
itsn Kishimotn, chairman of
the: Tth ICAAP amd a special
adwiser b the Couneil for Sei-
ence and Technology &t the
Cabinet Ddfice

A LN, report on HIV and
AIDS in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion released earlier this
week nobes that X percent of
all people living with HIV in
2004 were In Asia. The region
had 24 percent of the world's
neew HIV indfections,
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