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Political parties need to have their campaigns grounded in a commitment to
non-disintegration of Union and non-disintegration of national solidarity as well as in Union Spirit

Those who will beinvolved in organizing work for parties urged to
refrain from inciting unrest, avoid personal attacks and smear

campaigns against other parties, find unity in diversity by practising
tolerance, forgiveness and under standing towar d one another

Democracy in Myanmar today is at a fledgling stage and
still requires patient care and attention

\

NAY Py1 Taw, 27 March—Thefollowingisafull text of the speech delivered
by Chairman of the Sate Peace and Devel opment Council Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services Senior General Than Shweat the 64th Anniver sary Armed For ces
Day Parade 2009 in Nay Pyi Taw today.

Comrades,

Our patriotic
Armed Forcesrosefroma
stateof foreigndependence
to launch a revolution
together with the people,
relyingonnoonebutitself
for the first time 64 years
ago today in the history of
theindependencestruggle.
Comrades,

Our Armed
Forces was formed with
the aim of achieving
independence, which was
considered to be the first,
the second and the third
priority at the time. The

am of our Armed Forces
today is to defend our
independence and
sovereignty from all
attempts at manipulation
through political,
economic, ideological,
military and other means.

Aim of Armed Forces

Thus, the imme-
diate task before usis the
building of a strong and
capable modern patriotic
Armed Forces that can
ensure total all-round
defence and protection of
our independence and

sovereignty.
Comrades,

In materia terms,
the modernization and
development of the Armed
Forces depend on the
financia resourcesavailable
tothe State. But a thesame
time, ongoing efforts must
be made in matters of
morde, to ensure mental
fortitude, good discipline,
staunch loyalty, unity and
the possession of the Three
Capabhilities, through the
Four Mg or Tasksof Armed
Forces Building.

(See page 8)

Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than Shwe
delivers an address at 64th Anniversary Armed Forces Day Parade.

MNA

order

stitution

_ Four political objectives | |
*  Stability of the State, community peace *
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State Con-

*  Building of anew moder n developed nation
in accord with the new State Constitution

‘Four economic objectives.

Development of agricultur easthebaseand all-round devel-

opment of other sectors of the economy aswell

Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic system
Development of theeconomy inviting participationinterms
of technical know-how and investmentsfrom sourcesinside
the country and abroad

Theinitiativetoshapethenational economy must bekeptin
the hands of the State and the national peoples

*

*

Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character
Uplift of d%/namism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation
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PERSPECTIVES
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Carry on serving national
interest upholding the
four oaths

Having born out of theindependence
struggles, the Tatmadaw was formed with
offspring of the peoplewho areimbued with
patriotism and nationalistic spirit.

Sinceitsinception, theTatmadaw has
been well-disciplined and organized. So, it
has become strong day by day. As each and
every Tatmadaw member constantly abides
by the military rules, military laws and
military codesof conduct, theTatmadaw has
won the love and respects of the people.

With thefinetraditionsin the cour se
of thehistory, the Tatmadaw hassacrificed a
great number of lives, blood and sweat for
the perpetuation of independence and
sovereignty. At present also, it is steadfastly
safeguarding the lives and property of the
entire national people.

Nowadays, the Tatmadaw is
discharging the three main duties, namely,
the national defence duty, the training duty
and the public welfare duty while actively
participating in the process of building a
peaceful, modern and developed nation
together with the people.

The active participation of the
Tatmadaw in the national defence duty and
thepublicwelfaredutyisinpired byitsinnate
ability to servethepeople sinterest based on
patriotism and nationalistic spirit. From the
period of independence struggle up to date,
the consolidation and unity among the
Tatmadaw and the people hasgonedown in
the annals of Myanmar history.

With the fine traditions of the
Tatmadaw that never betrays the national
cause in the course of the history, each and
every Tatmadaw member is to carry on
serving the national interest upholding the
four oathstowar dsthe State and the people.

S

/>(- * X *

Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

v

Newly-built Nay Pyi Taw Water Fountain Garden
opensto mark 64™ Anniversary Armed Forces Day

Nay Pyi Taw, 27 March —As a gesture of
hailing the 64™ Anniversary Armed Forces Day, the
opening ceremony of newly-built Nay Pyi Taw Water
Fountain Garden of Nay Pyi Taw Development
Committeewas held at the archway of the garden this
morning.

Commander of Nay Pyi Taw Command Mgj-
Gen Wai Lwin, Mayor Col Thein Nyunt and Minister
for Transport Mgj-Gen Thein Swe formally opened
the newly-built Nay Pyi Taw Water Fountain Garden.

Next, Commander Maj-Gen Wai Lwin
unveiledthesignboard of Nay Pyi Taw Water Fountain
Garden and Mayor Col Thein Nyunt, newly-built Nay
Pyi Taw Water Fountain Garden. Thecommander, the
mayor andtheministerssprinkled scented water onthe
signboard.

Then the commander, the mayor and guests
viewed the playground, Musical Water Dancing and
water fountainsin it.

Thenewly-built 100-acre gardenislocated near
Razathingaha Road and the road to the ministries, north
of theNgalaik creek. Thested structuretriplearchway is
41feet wide and 57 feet and eight incheshigh. Themain
archway isdecorated with one 20-foot-wide archway on
both sides. Water fountains are located in front of the
archway. The garden is facilitated with a 20-million-
gdlon capacity 8.26-acrelake, awater fountainlakewith
five dolphins, five water fountain lakes, modern
playgrounds, Water Globe, Musical Water Dancing and
aground palacehall, recreation center and concreteroads,
buggy lanes, car parks and flowery plantsin the garden.
The suspension bridge links the newly opened facility
with the main garden.

Now, Nay Pyi Taw Water Fountain Gardenis
165 acres wide. After the opening ceremony, local
people and staff families visited the modern water
fountain garden decorated with waterfall taking relax
and boating in the Ngalaik creek. — MNA

SWRR Minister receives EU Ambassador

Navy Pyi Taw, 27
March— Minister for
Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement Maj-Gen
Maung Maung Swe
received European Union
Ambassador Mr. David
Lipman and party at
Mekhala Hall of the
ministry, here, yesterday
morning.

Also present at
the call were Deputy
Minister for SWRR Brig-

Gen Kyaw Myint, | Department and
Director-General UMyint | departmental officials.
Tun of Fire Services MNA

Maj-Gen Maung Maung Swe receives EU
Ambassador Mr. David Lipman and party.
MNA

Planetarium (Nay Pyi Taw)

to open on 1 April

NAY Pyi Taw, 27 March— Planetarium (Nay
Pyi Taw) will be kept open for public access starting
from 1 April.

Booths open from 10 amto 4 p.m every day
except Monday. The exhibition programmes are
conducted two times a day at 11 am and 1 p.m.
AdmissionfeesareK 4,000 per childand K 5,000 per
adult.—MNA

Take Fire Preventive
Measures
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Bomb blastsin N Okkalapa, leaves bomber dead

Nay Pyi Taw, 27 March— A mandied inabomb
blast at a guest house in North Okkalapa Township
yesterday afternoon asthebombwent off whilehewas
setting it.

Theblast occurred at room No F-1 of Tawwinnan
Guest House on Thudhamma Road, Ward (L), North
Okkalapa Township around 4.20 p.m yesterday.

The authorities found a dead body of a man, aged
over 20, intheroom. Thebl ast blew off histwoarmsand
legs and damaged hisface and lower part of the body.

The authorities seized one four-inch long, two-
inch wide and one-inch thick dynamite weighing 0.5
pound; one electronic detonator and wires; one nine-
voltdry cell, four AA Branddry cells; 4 mm-radius30
steel balls; two clocks; one device for measuring
ampere; one binding tape; one wire tape; one mobile

$ 09/3/27, 4:02 PM

phone; onewrist watch; and acitizenship scrutiny card
of the man.

On examination of explosives and accessories
found in the room and on the dead body, it was found
that the blast occurred while the man was setting a
time-bomb. Some explosives and materials to make
more bombs were found in the room.

Destructive elements and insurgents have been
plotting to plant bombs in an attempt to undermine
community peaceand stability andto causepanicamong
the people. Theincident showsthat oneshall pay for his
ownmisdeed. After investigating theblast, it wasfound
thelinksbetweentheblast, ABSDF insurgent group and
WBUREF insurgent group. The blast is still under
investigation by the authorities.

MNA
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Obamato order modest increase
of troopsin Afghanistan

WASHINGTON, 27
March—US President
Barack Obama will an-
nounceamodest increase
of 4,000 more troops to
Afghanistan as he un-
veilsanew Afghan strat-
egy Friday, US officias

said Thursday.

Thenew troopswill be
deployed to that country
later 2009 and will be as-
signed to train local po-
lice and security forces,
the officials were quoted
by the web site of the

An lragi youth inspects the site of a car bomb
attack in Baghdad. The bomb ripped through a
crowd in Baghdad on Thursday, killing at least 20
people, including women and children, a day after
the US military said violencein Irag was at its
lowest in six years.—INTERNET

Washington Post as
saying.

That increasewill raise
US troop levels there to
61,000-65,000 troops,
doubling America’s mili-
tary presence from last
December.

The White House an-
nounced earlier inthe day
that the president will an-
nounce the strategy on
Friday after two-month
internal consultations.

The strategy for Af-
ghanistan is expected to
include the contents of
increasing US troops, ex-
panding Afghan security
forces, and appealing for
cooperation from“moder-
ate” insurgents, sources
closed to the consultations
said.

Internet

THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Saturday, 28 March, 2009 3

Husham Jawad is comforted by his brother, after being injured in a car
bombing in northern Baghdad, Iraqg, on 26 March, 2009. The bomb exploded
near a crowded market in a mainly Shiite area, killing at least 20 people,
Iragi officials said.—INTERNET

WASHINGTON, 27 March — About
threebillion USdollarstofivebillion
US dollars in US aid for rebuilding
Iraq has been wasted since 2003, and
similar problems will likely haunt

US watchdog said on Wednesday.
Stuart Bowen, the US special
inspector general for Iraq
reconstruction, told Congress that
sumswasted onill-designed or failed
projects in Iraq trandate into 15-20
per cent of the 21-billion-US-dollar
Iraqgi Relief and Reconstruction Fund
set up by Congressafter the2003US-
|led invasion.

- USwatchdog says billions of US |
aid wasted in Iraq

Bowen, who appeared before the
House of Representatives Armed
ServicesCommittee, did not givespecific
examples but faulted an ad hoc US
approach that sought to modernize every
development in Afghanistan, a top | aspect of Iragi society from banking to
traffic laws, poor security and alack of
structure for mobilizing resources.

The figures were the result of about
135 audits conducted by Bowen's team
in recent years.

Bowen said reconstruction in both
Irag and Afghani stan suffersbecausethe
United States has no established
framework for relief and contingency
operations. — MNA/Reuters

The site of a bomb attack in western Baghdad on
24 March, 2009. A bomb at a bus terminal killed
nine people and wounded 23 on Monday in Abu
Ghraib, western Baghdad, police said.
INTERNET

Nine policekilled
In southern
Afghanistan

KasuL, 27 March—
Thelnterior Ministry says
militants havekilled nine
police officersin southern
Afghanistan.

The ministry saysin a
statement the officers
wereattacked in Helmand
Province’'s Nahri Sarrgj
district on Thursday. It
blamed the “enemies of
Afghanistan” for con-
ducting the attack, acom-
mon referenceto Taleban
militants.

Lightly armed police
bear the brunt of militant
attacksacrossthe country.

Southern Afghanistan
is the center of the
Taleban insurgency,
where thousands of new
UStroopswill bejoining
the fight later this year.

I nter net

| srael successfully tests
anti-rocket system

JErusaLEM, 27 March—Isragl’s Defence Ministry
saysit has successfully tested a high-tech system de-
signed to intercept incoming rockets.

A ministry statement saysthelron Dome system suc-
cessfully intercepted rockets in tests carried out this
week. The statement called the tests a“milestone” in
the system’s devel opment.

Defence officials said on Friday that this was the
first time the system had intercepted rocketsin atest.

The system fires missiles that home in on incoming
short and medium-range rockets of the type fired by
Palestinian and L ebanese militants. Millions of Israe-
lis are now in range of rockets fired by Hamas and
Hezbollah.

Israel is spending more than $200 million on the
system, which is supposed to be operational in 2010.

Internet
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UsS, Afghén troops kill 11 militantsin south

KasuL, 27 March—In-
ternational and Afghan
troopskilled 11 militants
when a raid in Afghani-
stan’s volatile south
turned into a gunbattle
with Taleban fighters, US
forces said on Friday.

Fighting broke out
during the Thursday
night raid targeting akey
Taleban insurgent in a
villagein Helmand prov-
ince, the military said in
a statement. The forces
came under fire from
militants inside a com-
pound as they advanced
and returned fire.

The body of a suspected Taliban militant lies lifeless
on the back of a police vehicle with his heavy ma-
chine gun after he waskilled in a battle with the Af-
ghan forces on the outskirts of Ghazni province west
of Kabul, Afghanistan, on 26 March, 2009.—I NTERNET

The US military said | used for roadside attacks
the militants targeted in | in northern Helmand
theattack wasinvolvedin | Province.
making bombs that were One militants was cap-

$ 09/3/27, 4:02 PM

tured and 11 killed in the
fighting in Lashkar Gar
district, west of the pro-
vincial capital of
Kandahar. The statement
said one militant tried to
use women and children
in the compound as hu-
man shields, but theforce
managed to shoot the man
without harming thecivil-
ians.

A village elder told
coalition forces the
Taliban forced them to
shelter the group for
the night, the statement
said.

Internet
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China spent 26.5b US dollarson
Three Gorges Project

Beling, 27 March—
As of the end of 2008,
Chinahad spent 181.5 bil-
lionyuan (26.5hillionUS
dollars) in dynamic in-
vestment, and 122.9 bil-
lion yuan in static invest-
ment, onthe Three Gorges
Hydropower Project on
the upper reaches of the
country’s Yangtze River.

So far, 91 percent of
the budget has been spent
on the project. The total

eted, said Wang Xiaofeng,
deputy director of the
Committee of the Con-
struction of the Three
Gorges Project and the
Three Gorges Project Of-
ficeunder the State Coun-
cil.

The project is now in
itsfinal stagein both con-
struction and resettle-
ment. The government is
still working on guide-
lines for carrying out

ensuring a stable life for
the morethan onemillion
resettled people, protect-
ing the environment and
preventing geological dis-
astersin the area.
According to the offi-
cial, after nearly 17 years
of construction, the Three
Gorges Reservair is now
able to hold water that’'s
175 meters high. All 26
generators, 700,000 kw
each, were put into opera-

The photo “Dance’ taken by Lu Xubo wins the bronze prize in Nature &

cost isnot expected to sur-
pass what has been budg-

long-term follow-up pro-
grams that are aimed at

tion in November.
Xinhua

Environment News Singlesin the 5th China I nternational Press Photo (CHIPP)
Contest held in Shanghai, China, from 20 to 25 March, 2009.—XINHUA

Tourist attractions open for
free on anniversary of quake

CHENGDU, 27 March—M ost scenic spots in south-
west China's Sichuan Province will open for free on
12 May, the oneyear anniversary of afatal earthquake
which killed nearly 70,000 people, local tourism au-
thority confirmed on Wednesday.

Tourist attractions will aso be discounted, some
from 50-70 percent, during the month of May, said
Wu Mian, deputy director of the Sichuan Provincial
Tourism Administration.

Themeasuresweretaken to rebuild tourists' confi-
dence so as to revitalize the province's travel indus-
try, he added.

On Tuesday, the provincial capital Chengdu began
distributing 20 million tourism cards, named the Panda
Card, which offer free or discounted admission at tour-
ist attractionsin the city for people in and outside the
province.—Xinhua

Steel futures contractslaunched
in Shanghai

SHaNGHAI, 27 March— China's steel futures con-
tracts were launched at 9 am on Friday on the Shang-
hai Futures Exchange (SHFE), with benchmark price
for major contract of rebar RB909 setat 3,399 yuan
(499.85 US dallars) per tonne and that of steel wire
WRO09 at 3,199 yuan per tonne.

September contract for rebar opened at 3,621 yuan,
up 222 yuan, or 6.5 percent from the benchmark price,
and that of steel wire at 3,459 yuan, up 260 yuan, or
8.1 percent. Both contracts dipped lower to 3,585 yuan
and 3,411 yuan respectively by 10 am.

Among other steel products, rebar and steel wire
were in large demand from the industrialization and
urbani zation process, and thus had a sound and stable
base of market trading, an SHFE official told Xinhua.

Xinhua

Foreignersstudying in China
exceeds 200,000 in 2008

BElanG, 27 March—The number of foreign students
in Chinareached arecord high of 223,499 in 2008, a
14.32 percent increase over 2007, an official with the
Ministry of Education (MOE) said on Wednesday.

Foreign students were attending 592 higher educa-
tional institutions throughout the country, Zhang
Xiugin, head of the international cooperation and ex-
change department said at a press conference in
Beijing.

“China has become one of the most popular desti-
nations for foreign students because of its history and
culture as well as improving government services,”
Zhang said.

The Chinese government increased scholarshipsfor
foreign studentsin recent years. In 2008, 13,516 for-
eign students received scholarship. That's 33.15 per-
cent more than the previous year.

Those scholarships included tuition, housing and
medical insurance, Zhang said.

According to the MOE, the Chinese government
invested 500 million yuan (71.4 million US dollars)
in 2008 to financeforeign students. Recipientsreceived
amonthly stipend between 1,400 to 2,000 yuan (200
to 285 US dollars).—Xinhua

China expresses “resolute
opposition” to US military report

Beling, 27 March — Chinaon Thursday expressed
its opposition to a new report by the US Defence
Department on China s military strength.

“Wehavelodged solemn representationstotheUS
side,” ChineseForeign Ministry spokesman Qin Gang
toldaregular pressconferencewhen asked tocomment
on thisannual report.

The report continued disseminating the “Chinese
military threat” theory, severely distorted thefactsand
interfered in China sinternal affairs, Qin said.

“China unswervingly sticks to a path of peaceful
development and pursues a national defense policy
which is purely defensive in nature,” he said, noting
that Chinaisdevoted to safeguarding world peaceand
stability.

“WeurgedtheUSsidetorespect thisbasicfact,” he
noted.—Xinhua

New York’s unemployment
hits 16-year high

NEw Y ork, 27 March—The New York State De-
partment of Labour said Thursday that the city’s un-
employment recorded the worst figure in 16 years,
according tolocal TV channel NY 1.

The seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate for the
city posted 8.1 percent last month, from 6.9 percent
in January.

Xinhua

All itemsfrom Xinhua News Agency
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Models present ancient-style wedding dresses
during the First Dalian Wedding Expo in Dalian
city of northeast China's Liaoning Province,
on 25 March, 2009.—XINHUA

$ 09/3/27, 4:02 PM

Onedead, two missing in separate
avalanchesin W Canada

Ottawa, 27 March—One snowmobiler was killed
in an avalanche in western Canada’s British Colum-
bia (BC) Province and two others are still missing af-
ter being hit by a separate avalanchein the same prov-
ince, police said Thursday.

The snowmobiler was killed Wednesday afternoon
near Kimberley, in southeastern BC. On Tuesday three
snowmobilers were also caught in an avalanche in
northeastern BC. One man survived but the other two
are still missing.

No rescue has been launched as experts determine
the area is too dangerous to enter. The mountain will
be surveyed again Thursday morning to establish
whether it is safe for search and rescue teams to enter
the area where two men remain missing, police said

Xinhua

2016 Olympics bidder s launch

bidding process

WasHiNGTON, 27 March— Four cities bidding for
the 2016 Olympic Games unveiled the bidding proc-
ess with a series of presentations to the International
Olympic Committee (I0C) and top sports officialsin
Denver on Thursday. Chicago, Tokyo, Madrid and Rio
de Janeiro were each given 20 minutesto explain their
Olympic vision and they duly obliged by rolling out
catchy sloganswith flashy videosfeaturing ambitious
plans for stadiums and athletes villages—Xinhua
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HONOURING THE 64TH ANNIVERSARY

ARMED FORCES DAY

Armed Forces Day resolve Development of information sector in the

% Joining hands with brethren time of Tatmadaw Gover nment

Wewill al strive without fail
To implement seven-step Road Map
Till reaching goa successfully
For nationa peace and modernization
Added with prosperity and glory
And to serve national interest
And win over all enemies

Y Alwaysplacingin fore
Our Three Main National Causes
Asthe national policy
Willingly sacrificing lives
To safeguard nation

¥¢  Taking the strength of brethren
Wewill crush all destructionists
Who with antagonism and wicked mind

Attempting to undermine o
Peopl€' sinterest and nation Printing Press of the _
Which is so peaceful and devel oped Printing and No. Subject 1988 2008 | Progress
Y With firm determination Publishing LTV g . , )
Wewill build Enterprise under ' on .
A modern patriotic Tatmadaw Ministry of 2. |TV retransmlssmn_stgtlons _ 15 212 197
In accord with the time Inf : 3. | MRTV-4 retransmission station - 23 23
Safeguarding sovereignty ot agl _gwrggt_lorll\l 4. | FM radio retransmission station - 9 9
. And territorial integrity 1SNEAIN &Y | | 5. | FM radio broadcasting i 2 2
For ever existence and glory Pyl Taw. 6. | IPRD offices - 398 398
Of our country — 7. |IPRD libraries 111 398 287
TV retransmission 8. | Departmental libraries - 821 821
Than Tun Nyo (Trs) station built in 9. |Rura libraries - 55755 55755
Honouring the 64th Anniversary Armed Pyigyi Mandaing of | |10. |elibraries - 126 126
Forces Day Taninthayi Division. | |11.  Government printing presses S 7 2
. 12. | Sub-printing houses - 9 9
/ //
Kettha Youth

Library openedin
Homalin Township
of Sagaing
Division for
disseminating
knowledge to local
people.

TV retransmission station seen in Mindat of
Chin State.
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Senior General Than Shwe

addresses...

(from page 16)

Also present at
the parade were Member
of the SPDC General
Thura Shwe Mann of the
Ministry of Defence,
Prime Minister General
Thein Sein, Secretary-1
of the SPDC General
Thiha Thura Tin Aung
Myint Oo, SPDC member
Lt-Gen Tin Aye of the
Ministry of Defence,
Commander-in-Chief
(Navy) Rear-Admiral
Nyan Tun, Commander-
in-Chief (Air) Lt-Gen
Myat Hein, Maj-Gen Ko
Ko, Lt-Gen ThaAye and
Lt-Gen Khin Zaw of the
Ministry of Defence,
Adjutant-General Lt-Gen
Thura Myint Aung,
Defence Services
Inspector-General Maj-
GenTheinHtaik, Military
Appointment-General
Maj-Gen Hsan Hsint,
Judge Advocate-General
Maj-Gen SoeMaung, Lt-
GenMyintHlaingandLt-
Gen Ye Myint of the
Ministry of Defence,
Chairman of the Leading
Committee for
Observanceof the Armed
Forces Day Chief of
Armed Forces Training
Maj-Gen Hla Htay Win
and Maj-Gen Maung
Shein of the Ministry of
Defence, ministers,
senior military officersof
DefenceServices(Army,
Navy and Air) of the
Ministry of Defence,
deputy ministers, the
deputy Attorney-General,
members of the Civil
Service Selection and

View of fireworks above Parade Ground in Nay Pyi Taw.—mNA
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Training Board, military
attachés of foreign
missions, departmental
heads, senior police
officers of Myanmar
Police Force, senior
officers of Fire Services
Department, members of
the Union Solidarity and
Development Associa-
tion, Myanmar Women'’s
Affairs Federation,
Myanmar Maternal and
Child Welfare
Association, Myanmar
War Veterans
Organization, chairmen
and members  of
Myanmar Writers and
Journalists Association,
Myanmar Motion Picture
Asiayon and Myanmar
Music Asiayon, nurses,
fire brigade members,
Red Cross Brigade
members, journalists,
correspondentsof foreign
news agencies at home
and reporters of local
journals and magazines
and guests.

At 5 am,
servicemen of Defence
Services (Army, Navy
andAir), Myanmar Police
Force members,
Myanmar Fire Brigade
members and Myanmar
Red Cross Brigade
members took the
designated places at the
assembly area of Thittat
Parade Ground to march
towardsthe Nay Pyi Taw
Parade Ground.

At 5.30 am.,
Parade Adjutant Lt-Col
SoeMoeKyaw presented
seven parade columns to
Parade Commander Brig-

Gen Tun Nay Lin. The
Central Military Bandled
by CaptainAungMoeLin
marched to the Nay Pyi
Taw Parade Ground in
advance and took the
designated places.

Next, Parade
Commander Brig-Gen
Tun Nay Lin led the
military columns,
followed by Parade
Adjutant Lt-Col SoeMoe
Kyaw, the standard
bearersof theUnion Flag
and flags of Tatmadaw
(Army, Navy and Air) of
Anawrahta Column led
by Major Khin Maung
Aye. Column Com-
mander Col Than Win
ushered Anawrahta
Column, together withthe
Guard of Honour
representing Directorate
of Armoured Force led
by Company Commander
Major Htoo Myat Toe,
Commanding Officer Lt-
Col Kyaw Khaing Tun,
thecompany led by Major
Khin Tun Aung
representing Eastern
Command, the company
led by Major Aung Zaw
Oo representing South-
West Command, the
company led by Major
Zaw Lwin Oo
representing Officeof the
Chief of Defence
Industries, the company-
2 led by Major Soe Moe
Aung representing South-
West Command, the
company-2 led by Major
Thint Myat representing
South-East Command
and the military band led
by Sergeant Win Moe.

Column Com-
mander Col Yan Myo
Aungushered Kyansittha
Column, together withthe

*

Dignitaries attend 64th Anniversary Armed Forces Day.

MNA

standard bearers of the
Union Flag and flags of
Tatmadaw (Army, Navy
and Air) of Kyansittha
Column led by Major
Kaung Nyunt, the Guard
of Honour led by
Company Commander
Major Phyo Thant
representing Yangon
Command, Commanding
Officer Lt-Col Myo Min
Aung, the company led
by Major Min Chit Nyo
representing Directorate
of Signals, the company
led by Major Soe Moe
Kyaw  representing
South-East Command,
the company-3 led by
Major Htein Lin Oo
representing Western
Command, thecompany-
2ledby Major AungHsan
Lin representing Coastal
Region Commandandthe
military bandled by WO-
Il Kyaw Zeyar Win.
Column Com-
mander Captain Min
Thein Tint (Navy)
ushered Bayintnaung
Column, together withthe
standard bearers of the
Union Flag and flags of
Tatmadaw (Army, Navy
and Air) of Bayintnaung
Columnledby Lt-Cdr Sai
Thet Naing, the Guard of
Honour led by Company
Commander Lt-Cdr Ye
Tun Lin representing
Office of the
Commander-in-Chief
(Navy), Commanding
Officer Cdr Maung
Maung Kyaw (Navy), the
company led by Major
Nay Myo Oorepresenting
Directorateof Supply and
Transport, the company
led by Mgjor Kyaw Thet
Win representing North-
East Command, the
company ledby MajorYe
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Yint Aung representing
Western Command, the
company-2 led by Major
Zaw Min Soe repre-
senting Northern
Command, thecompany-
2 led by Major Zaw Min
Oo representing Eastern
Command and the
military band led by Cpl
Kyaw Lwin Oo.

Column Com-
mander Col Than Aung
ushered Aungzeya
Column, together with
the standard bearers of
the Union Flag and flags
of Tatmadaw (Army,
Navy and Air) of
AungzeyaColumnledby
Major Min Thu, the
Guard of Honour led by
Company Commander
M aj or Hla Myo
representing Directorate
of Artillery Force,
Commanding Officer Lt-
Col Kyaw Kyaw Naing,
thecompany ledby Magjor
Tun Tun Naing
representing Directorate
of Ammunition, the
company led by Major
Myo Nyunt representing
Northern Command, the
company led by Major
Aye Min Thein
representing Coastal
Region Command, the
company-2 led by Major
Yan Myo Naing
representing Yangon
Command, thecompany-
3 led by Mgjor Min Oo
representing Triangle
Region Command and
the military band led by
Sgt Tin Naing.

Column Com-
mander Col Nay Win
ushered Hsinbyushin
Column, together with
the standard bearers of
the Union Flag and flags
of Tatmadaw (Army,

Navy and Air) of
Hsinbyushin Column led
by Major Kyaw Kyaw
Win, the Guard of Honour
led by Company
Commander Major Zaw
Zaw Tun representing
Office of the Com-
mander-in-Chief (Air),
Commanding Officer Lt-
Col Zaw Tun, the
company led by Major
Aye Zaw representing
Directorate of Electrical
and Mechanical
Engineers, the company
led by Major Nanda Win
representing Triangle
Region Command, the
company-3 led by Mgjor
Naing Lin representing
Eastern Command, the
company-2 led by Mgjor
Nyi Nyi Tunrepresenting
North-West Command,
the company-3 led by
Major Hsan Htay Maung
representing Coastal
Region Commandandthe
military band led by WO-
Il Kyaw Moe Tun.
Column Com-
mander Col Khin Maung
Htwe ushered Bandoola
Column, together withthe
standard bearers of the
Union Flag and flags of
Tatmadaw (Army, Navy
and Air) of Bandoola
Columnledby Major Tun
Tun Oo, the Guard of
Honour led by Company
Commander Major Myo
Win representing
Directorate of Medical
Services, Commanding
Officer Lt-Col Than Zaw
Htut, the company led by
Major Naing Win Soe
representing Southern
Command, the company
led by Major Kyaw
Kyaw Lin representing
North-West Command,
(Seepage7)
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Senior General Than Shwe...

(from page 6)
the company led by Major Zin Min Htut representing
No. 101 LID, thecompany-2led by Major Arkar repre-
senting Triangle Region Command and the military
band led by WO-II Aung Zaw L att.

Column Commander Col Kyaw Thant Naing
ushered Myawady Column, together with the standard
bearersof the Union Flag and flags of Tatmadaw (Army,
Navy and Air) of Myawady Column led by Police Ma-
jor Maung Maung Zaw, the Guard of Honour led by
Company Commander Police Maor Aung Hsan Win
representing Myanmar Police Force, Commanding Of-
ficer Lt-Col Kyaw Lin Oo, the company led by Assist-
ant Director Hlaing Win Aung representing Myanmar
Fire Brigade, the company led by Deputy Command-
ing Officer Zaw Naing Thant representing Myanmar
Red Cross Society, the company led by Major Tin Myo
Naung representing Directorate of Military Engineers,
the company-2 led by Maor Aung Thu representing
North-East Command, the company led by Mgjor Zaw
Moe Khaing representing Central Command and the
military band led by Cpl Kyaw Soe.

*
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Singing military songs, the parade columns
comprising 13,697 members of Tatmadaw, MPF, Fire
Brigade and Red Cross Brigade marched toward the
Parade Ground.

Along the route, the marching columns were
accorded arousing welcome by thefamiliesof the Camp
Commandant’s Office of the Ministry of Defence, serv-
ice personnel of ministries, Tatmadawmen, Myanmar
Fire Brigade and MRCS, families of Nay Pyi Taw Sta-
tion, members of USDA, MWAF, MMCWA, WVO,
Red Cross and Fire Brigade, nurses, teachers, students
and | ocal peoplewaving miniatureflags presented flow-
ers and garlands to the parade members.

The columnstook thedesignated placesat 7.20
am. At 7.30 am., Chairman of the State Peace and
Development Council Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Senior General Than Shwe, accompanied by
SPDC member Genera Thura Shwe Mann of the Min-
istry of Defence, took the designated place on the dais
at the Parade Ground. Afterwards, the parade columns
saluted the Senior General. Next, Parade Commander
Brig-Gen Tun Nay Lin presented the columns to the
Senior General.

After that, the Senior Genera inspected the

parade columns by car. The columns saluted the flag of
the Union of Myanmar. Meanwhile, the Central Mili-
tary Band played the National Anthem.

After paying tribute to the fallen leaders and
members of the Tatmadaw, the members of the parade
columns took the four oaths.

Next, the Senior General delivered an address.
(The speech of the Senior General is reported sepa-
rately.)

The parade commander sought the permission
from the Senior Generd to march past him. The col-
umns led by the parade commander marched past the
Senior General and |eft the Parade Ground for the as-
sembly area. The Senior General |eft the Parade Ground
and the 64th Anniversary Armed Forces Day Parade
ended at 8.40 am.

The bronze statues of King Anawrahta, King
Bayintnaung and King Alaungphaya could be seen in
the Nay Pyi Taw Parade Ground. A torch waslit at the
right side of the statues. The parade ground was deco-
rated with water fountain, flowery plants, thelawnsand
multi-coloured lights. Various hillboards with mottos
of the Tatmadaw and flags of the Tatmadaw were put
up along Pinlaung Road.—MNA

~ Prizepresentation ceremony of 64th Anniversary Armed ForcesDay Paradeheld |

General Thura Shwe Mann presents second
prize to the company representing Directorate
of Armoured Force—mnNa

Maj-Gen Hla Htay Win presents a prize to the
company representing Myanmar Red Cross
Society. —MNA
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NAY Pyi Taw, 27 March—The prize presenta-
tion ceremony of the 64th Anniversary Armed Forces
Day Parade took place at the assembly area of Thitat
parade ground here at 9 am. today attended by Mem-
ber of the State Peace and Devel opment Council Gen-
eral Thura Shwe Mann of the Ministry of Defence.

Also present on the occasion were Adjutant-
General Lt-Gen ThuraMyint Aung, Chairman of Lead-
ing Committee for Observance of the 64th Anniver-
sary Armed Forces Day Chief of Armed Forces Train-
ing Maj-Gen HlaHtay Win, Chairman of Parade Work
Committee for Observance of the 64th Anniversary
Armed Forces Day Vice-Chief of Armed Forces Train-
ing Maj-Gen Zaw Win, Chairman of Work Commit-
teefor Presenting Prize to Best Parade Company Vice
Adjutant-General Maj-Gen Hla Shwe and senior mili-
tary officers, Tatmadawmen from Anawrahta Column,
Kyansittha Column, Bayintnaung Column, Aungzeya
Column, Hsinbyushin Column, Bandoola Column and
Myawady Column led by Parade Commander Brig-
Gen Tun Nay Lin, membersof Myanmar Police Force,
Myanmar Fire Brigade and Myanmar Red Cross So-
ciety.

General Thura Shwe Mann took the salute of
Tatmadawmen and members of Myanmar Police

Lt-Gen Thura Myint Aung presentsthird prize
to the company representing Commander-in-
Chief (Navy) Office. —mNA
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General Thura Shwe Mann presentsfirst prize
to the company representing Directorate of
Artillery Force—mnNA

Force, Fire Brigade and Myanmar Red Cross Society
of respective columnsled by Parade Commander Brig-
Gen Tun Nay Lin.

Next, Maj-Gen HlaHtay Win presented prizes
to companies representing Myanmar Red Cross Soci-
ety and Myanmar Fire Brigade.

Then, Lt-Gen Thura Myint Aung presented a
prize to the company representing Myanmar Police
Force and the third prize to the company representing
Office of the Commander-in-Chief (Navy).

Afterwards, General Thura Shwe Mann pre-
sented the second prize to the company representing
Directorate of Armoured Force and the first prize to
the company representing Directorate of Artillery
Force.

Later, Genera Thura Shwe Mann took the sa-
lute of columns of Tatmadawmen and members of
Myanmar Police Force, Myanmar Fire Brigade and
Myanmar Red Cross Society led by Parade Com-
mander Brig-Gen Tun Nay Lin.

MNA
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General Thura Shwe Mann, Prime Minister General Thein Sein, Secretary-1 General Thiha
Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo, Lt-Gen Tin Aye, senior military officers and ministers attend

64th Anniversary Armed Forces Day Parade.—mnNa

Political parties need to
have their campaigns...

(from page 1)

At al times, you
Comrades should be
making an effort to
accomplish the Four
Major Tasks, building
your Units through
training, through

when the Tatmadaw
unavoidably had to
assume State power, the
nation had fallen into a
state of serious
deterioration. Thestability
of the State, community
peaceandtranquillity, and

the rule of law had
collapsed and the people
were finding their very
survival threatened
through no fault of their
own. No one but the
Tatmadaw had the
capability to bring such a
situation under control.

Immediate action

Thus, the

Effectiveand expeditiousimplementationis
the result of strong cooperation among the 3
principal pillars.: the Government, the People
and the Armed For ces.

administration, through
welfare and through
morale.

Comrades,

We must be
combat-ready forever to
defend the nation and
protect the life and
property of thepeople. To
becombat-ready, wemust
have military awareness
at all timesand engagein
continuous training.

In addition, as
true patriot soldiers, we
have to uphold the public
interest and serve the
people not only by taking
responsibility for national
defence but also through
participation in national
development activities.
Theseareour mainduties.
Comrades,

In every national
emergency, our
Tatmadaw always stands
steadfastly in front of the
people to defend and
protect them. In 1988

‘ 28-3-09 NL 8

Tatmadaw initially had to
restore the stability of the
State, community peace
and tranquillity and the
ruleof law. Whilemeeting
the livelihood
requirementsof thepeople
expeditiously on the one
hand, immediate action
was taken to clear up
blockages in the
transportation systemand
restoreitssafeand smooth
functioning. Moreover, to
achieve national
reconciliation, a
welcoming hand was
extendedingoodfaithand

[T [T |

with goodwill to armed
dissident groups that had
appeared since
independencewasgained,
in order to facilitate their
return to the legal fold.
Comrades,

As the previous
Constitution was no
longer in effect, the
Tatmadaw strove for the
emergence of a new
Constitution appropriate
to the democratic system
and the market economy
that the people aspired to
and capabl e of defending
and protecting the causes
of non-disintegration of
the Union and non-
disintegration of national
solidarity.

National Convention

For this purpose,
the representatives of
political parties and the
eectedrepresentativeswere
consulted, and taking their
opinions into account, the
National Convention was
convened with delegates
from every townshipinthe
country, including the
delegates of the nationa
groups, farmers, workers,
intellectuals and
professionds, civil service
personnel andotherinvitees.

The National
Convention started out
with momentum and
achievedinitial successes,

but had to be suspended
subsequently for avariety
of reasons. The Tatmadaw
always kept the National
Convention in mind. In
order to utilize the
available time for the
benefit of thenationrather
than letting it go to waste,
the goal of building a
peaceful modern
developed nation was
implemented through
ceaseless efforts.
Comrades,
Underthe3magjor
projectsthat the Tatmadaw
has been carrying out,
whicharetheBorder Areas
and National Peoples
Development Project, the

24 Special Regions
Development Project and
the Rural Areas

Development Project, the
infrastructures for the
economy, transportation,
hedlth, education, etc. have
been constructed al over
the country to an extent
that isout of proportionto
the 20-year period in
which it has been
accomplished. Such
effective and expeditious
implementation is the
result of strong
cooperation among the 3
principal pillars: the
Government, the People
and the Armed Forces.

(See page 9)

Parade Columns marching to Parade Ground on 64th Anniversary Armed Forces Day in Nay Pyi Taw.—MNA

*
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Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than Shwe inspects parade columns at Parade Ground in Nay Pyi Taw.—MNA

Political parties need to

have their campaigns...
(from page 8)
United strength

Another clear instance of the united strength
of the Government, the People and the Armed Forces
can be seen in the expeditious and effective relief,
resettlement and rehabilitation in the aftermath of the
disaster brought about by the Cyclonein 2008. | would
like to stress that in our country, the unity—of the
Government, the Peopleand the Armed Forces—isthe
enabling factor for success.

Comrades,

At present, the new National Constitution has
been adopted with the overwhelming support of the
people. In 2010, electionswill be held in proper order
for the various Hluttaws to be formed in accordance
with the new Constitution.

Transition to new system

In such aperiod of transition to anew system,
all manner of political parties are likely to appear,
reflecting diverse beliefs and political arrangements.

I'n our country, parliamentary democracy was
practisedinthepost-independenceperiod. Thepolitical
partiesinthosedayswerethe major established parties
that played prominent roles in the independence

struggle.

A view of thehistory of politicsin our country

Comrades,
The Young Men's Buddhist Association

revealsthat splitsin organizationsand political parties | (Y MBA), whichplayedaprominent roleinthenational
were common and almost routine rather than unusual | movement, wasformed in 1906 and achieved national

or unexpected occurrences.

coverage in 1920 with its transformation into the

Prime Minister General Thein Sein welcomes military attaches—mNa

View of illuminated Parade Ground in Nay Pyi Taw on 27 March.—MNA
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General Council of Burmese Associations (GCBA).
But in 1922, the GCBA first split into the 21-member
faction led by U Ba Pé and U Maung Gyi, and the
faction led by U Chit Hlaing, U Puand U Tun Kyaw.
After further splits in the GCBA, the Doh
BamaAs Ayonewasformedin 1930. Inturn, theDoh
BamaAsi Ayonesplitintothe Thakhin Kodaw Hmaing
faction and the Thakhin Ba Sein faction in 1938.
The Pyithu Yébaw group formed in 1945
later split into the White Faction and the Yellow
Faction. The Burma Communist Party with its roots
going back totheDoh BamaAsi Ayonealso splitinto
Red Flag and White Flag factions in 1946.
Similarly, the Anti-Fascist People’'s Freedom
League (AFPFL) expected to last at least 40 years and
possibly muchlonger at thetimeof itsformationin 1945
split amid deep controversy after only 13 yearsin 1958.
The Pyi Daung Su Ah Phwe Gyoke (Pa Hta Sa) that
appeared in 1960 after the AFPFL split also faced the
problemof factionalismwith conflictsbetweenU, Boand
Thakhin factions. After that the danger of disintegration
of the Union became a serious threat to our country.
(See page 10)
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Statues of King Anawrahta, King Bayintnaung and King Alaungmintaya seen at Nay Pyi Taw
Parade Ground.—mNA

Military attachés attend 64th Anniversary Armed Forces Day Parade

in Nay Pyi Taw.—mNA

Political parties need to
have their campaigns...

(from page 9)
Comrades,

The root causes
that underlay the rise of
fractious sectarianism
and the proliferation of
splits are found to be the
incentives that the
colonialists provided to
expand their sphere of
influence, the wedges of
instigationandincitement
that they drovein awell-
planned manner among
colleagues, thearrogance
born of overestimating
oneself, personal rivalries
and underestimating
others, jealousies,
suspicions and grudges.

Some parties
looked to foreign
countries for guidance
and inspiration, followed
the imported ideologies
anddirectivesirrationally
under foreign influence
and carried out purges
against fellow party
members, which
inevitably led to their
demise. There were also
many othersthat brought

‘ 28-3-09 NL 10

misery on themselves by
aping the practices of
countries with divergent
devel opment and
dissimilar backgrounds.
Power struggleswereal so
seen to be a source of
disunity.

After a gplit,
differentfactionsgavefree
reintotheir feelingsof hurt
and resentment, accusing
and attacking each other
until reconciliationwasno
longer practical. In
addition, the fear of
persecution after a defeat
led the losing factions to
go underground. As you
Comrades are aware, the
evil practice of going
underground was a great
detriment to the nation.
These are the lessons for
usto learn.

Comrades,

In the post-
independence period,
disunity in our country
led to numerousinstances
of armed opposition
among national groups,
which was detrimental to

our country.

So, in our time,
political parties need to
have their campaigns
grounded in a
commitment to non-
disintegration of the
Union and non-
disintegration of national
solidarity aswell asinthe
Union Spirit. It is also
necessary to refrain
completely from

undermining the
Constitutionthat hasbeen
adopted by the people.

Blessing of the
gover nment

Incidentally, |
would like to request
those who will be
involved in organizing
work for partiestorefrain
from inciting unrest, to
avoid personal attacks
and smear campaigns
against other parties and
to find unity in diversity
by practising tolerance,
forgiveness and
understandingtoward one
another. Everyone
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following such ways and
means of mature party
organizing work will
receivetheblessing of the
government. | wouldlike
to point out that this will
ensure democracy does
not collapse before it
becomes established asa
strong democracy.

Democr atization
process

In the demo-
crati zation process, given
that the kind of well-
established  mature
democracy that istheend
result of two or three
centuriesof devel opment
cannot reasonably be
madeto appear overnight,
al-round consideration
and thoughtful actionwill
beadvisable. Democracy
in Myanmar today isat a
fledgling stage and still
reguires patient care and
attention. AsaMyanmar
proverb putsit, arecently
dug well cannot be
expectedtoproduceclear
water immediately;
understandingtheprocess
of gradual maturity is
crucial, asiscontributing
to it through concerted
constructive effortsin an

environment of peaceand
tranquillity.
Comrades,

In conclusion,
our Tatmadaw not only
has the duty of national
defence but it has to
upholdthepublicinterest
and contribute to it. The
building of a strong
capable modern patriotic
Armed Forces is an
imperative. Serving the
public interest has to
continue through nation-
building efforts initiated
by the Government, the
People and the Armed
Forces with joined hands
after the unavoidable
assumptionof Statepower
by the Tatmadaw. We
have to ensure that the
practice of democracy in
thecountry doesnot affect
non-disintegration of the
Union and non-
disintegration of national
solidarity. | would also
like to urge you to make
concerted effortstogether
with the government and
the people, never losing
sight of the national goal
of building a peaceful
moderndeveloped nation.
With this, | conclude my
speech.—MNA

We have to ensure that the
practiceof democracy inthecountry
doesnot affect non-disintegration of
the Union and non-disintegration of
national solidarity.

Military parade columns seen at Nay Pyi Taw Parade Ground.—mNA

*
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Senior General Than Shwe and
wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing ...
(frompage 16)

Present at thedinner wereVice-Chairmanof the
SPDC Deputy Commander-in-Chief of DefenceServices
Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior General
MaungAyeandwifeDaw MyaMyaSan, Member of the
SPDC General Thura Shwe Mann of the Ministry of
Defence and wife Daw Khin Lay Thet, Prime Minister
General Thein Sein and wife Daw Khin Khin Win,
Secretary-1of theSPDC General ThihaThuraTinAung

*
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Myint OoandwifeDaw Khin Saw Hnin, member of the
SPDC Lt-Gen Tin Aye of the Ministry of Defence and
wife Daw Kyi Kyi Ohn, Commander-in-Chief (Navy)
Rear-Admiral Nyan Tun, Commander-in-Chief (Air)
Lt-GenMyat Hein, Mg-Gen OhnMyint, Ma-GenMin
Aung Hlaing and Maj-Gen Ko Ko of the Ministry of
Defence, Adjutant-General Lt-Gen ThuraMyint Aung,
Defence Services Inspector-General Maj-Gen Thein
Htaik, Military Appointment-General Maj-Gen Hsan
Hsint, Judge Advocate-General Maj-Gen Soe Maung,
Lt-Gen Myint Hlaing and Lt-Gen Ye Myint of the
Ministry of Defence and their wives, ministers, the

chief justice, the attorney-general, the auditor-generd,
senior military officers of the Ministry of Defence and
their wives, deputy ministers, the parade commander
and column commanders, foreign military attaches to
Myanmar andtheir wives, departmental heads, members
the Leading Committee for Observance the 64th
Anniversary Armed Forces Day and work committees,
foreign and loca journdists, delegates from social
organizations, artistes and guests.

Before and during the dinner, vocalists
presented songs to the accompaniment of Myanma
Athan modern music band.—MNA

Thousands of people accord rousing welcome to parade columns of
64th Anniversary Armed Forces Day

Daw Kyaing Kyaing, wife of Senior General
Than Shwe, garlands a Tatmadawman of a
parade column.—mNA

NAy Py1 Taw, 27 March—Thousandsof people
accorded a rousing welcome to Tatmadawmen of
Anawrahta, Kyansittha, Bayinthaung, Aungzeya,
Hsinbyushin, Bandoola, and Myawady columns,
members of Myanmar Police Force, Myanmar Fire
Brigade, Myanmar Red Cross Society led by Parade
Commander Brig-Gen Tun Nay Lin as they marched
from Thittat parade ground to Nay Pyi Taw Parade
Ground to participate in the 64" Anniversary Armed
Forces Day Parade for 2009 this morning.

Daw Khin Khin Win, wife of Prime Minister
General Thein Sein, garlands a Tatmadawman
of a parade column.—mNA
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Daw Kyaing Kyaing, wife of Chairman of the
State Peace and Development Council Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than
Shwe, and family members, Daw MyaMya San, wife
of Vice-Chairman of the SPDC Deputy Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice-Senior General Maung Aye; Daw Khin
Lay Thet, wifeof Member of the SPDC General Thura

Daw Mya Mya San, wife of Vice-Senior
General Maung Aye, garlands a
Tatmadawman of a parade column.—mNA
Shwe Mann of the Ministry of Defence; Daw Khin
KhinWin, wifeof PrimeMinister General Thein Sein;
Daw Khin Saw Hnin, wifeof Secretary-1 of the SPDC
Genera Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo; Daw Kyi

Daw Khin Saw Hnin, wife of Secretary-1
General Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo,
garlands a Tatmadawman of a parade
column.—MNA
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Kyi Ohn, wife of Lt-Gen Tin Aye of the Ministry of
Defence; wives of the Commander-in-Chief (Navy)
andtheCommander-in-Chief (Air) andwivesof senior
military officers of the Ministry of Defence; together
with thousands of peopl e accorded arousing welcome
tothe paradecolumnsand sodid servicepersonnel from
ministries in Nay Pyi Taw, members of the Union
Solidarity and Development Association, Myanmar
Women's Affairs Federation, Myanmar Maternal and
ChildWelfareAssociation, War V eteransOrgani zation,
social organizations, Tatmadawmen and families,
families of Myanmar Police Force, Myanmar Fire
Brigade and Myanmar Red Cross Society, nurses,
teachers and students—MNA

Daw Khin Lay Thet, wife of General Thura
Shwe Mann, garlands a Tatmadawman of a
parade column.—mNA

Daw Kyi Kyi Ohn, wife of Lt-Gen Tin Aye,
garlands a Tatmadawman of a parade
column.—MNA
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CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV SINAR BANDUNG VOY NO (164 N)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV SINAR
BANDUNG VOY NO (164 N) are hereby notified that
the vessal has arrived on 27.3.2009 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T whereit will
lieat theconsignee' srisk and expensesand subjecttothe
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S SAMUDERA SHIPPING
LINES

Phone No: 256908/378316/376979

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV XIANG X1U VOY NO (9021)

Consigness of cargo carried on MV XIANG XIU
VOY NO (9021) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 28.3.2009 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will lie at the
consignee’ srisk and expensesand subjecttothebyelaws
and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessdl.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SCHINA SHIPPING
(MALAYSIA) AGENCY SDN BHD

Phone No: 256908/378316/376979
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CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV VASCO DA GAMA VOY NO (-)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV VASCO
DA GAMA VOY NO (-) are hereby notified that
the vessel will be arriving on 29.3.2009 and cargo
will be discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T
where it will lie at the consignee’s risk and ex-
pensesand subject to the byelawsand conditions of

the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo

from the vessdl.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after

the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SINTERASIA LINES

Phone No: 256908/378316/376979

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV CARNATION VOY NO( - )

Consigneesof cargocarriedonMV CARNATION
VOY NO (-) are hereby notified that the vessal will be
arrivingon 28.3.2009 and cargo will bedischargedinto
thepremisesof M.I.Pwhereitwill lieat theconsignee's
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and
conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

Noclaimsagainst thisvesseal will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SPREMIER SPECTRUM SDN
BHD

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV HANSEDUO VOY NO( )

Consigneesof cargo carriedonMV HANSEDOU
VOY NO (-) are hereby notified that the vessdl will be
arrivingon 29.3.2009 and cargo will bedischargedinto
thepremisesof M.l.Pwhereitwill lieattheconsignee's
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and
conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

Noclaimsagainst thisvesseal will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SMAXICON CONTAINER
LINES

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

Bank Holiday
All bankswill beclosed
on 1st April (Wednes-
day) 2009, being public
holiday under the Nego-
tiable Instruments Act.

Central Bank of

Myanmar

Zambia and Namibia face
wor st floodsin 40 years

Lusaka, 27 March—Zambia and Namibia face
their worst floodsin at least 40 years asrains swell the
Zambezi River to record levels, destroying crops and
swamping whole villages, disaster officials and aid
workers said on Wednesday.

Zambia has put its air force on standby to airlift
people to safety and Namibia has declared a state of
emergency in flood-hit areas as waterways burst their
banksinthenarrow Caprivi Strip between Zambiaand
Botswana.

Some 400,000 peopl e have been affected on both
sides of Namibia's border with Angola aone, the
international Red Cross movement said, adding that
the number was likely to rise. —Internet

Ban callsfor global coop

In fighting tuberculosis

UniTep NATions, 27 March—UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon Tuesday called onall countries
in the world to work together and fight against
tuberculosis (TB) amid the spreading financial crisis.
In a message marking World TB Day, Ban said
although strides have been made on combating TB,
the paceof thedisease' sdeclineis*“fartooslow”, with
the contagium still claiming alife every 20 seconds.

He underlined the need to prevent infection, to
detect cases at an early stage and to provide treatment
for all. Ban also stressestheimportance of redoubling
efforts to fight multi-drug-resistant (MDR-TB) and
extensively drug-resistant (XDR-TB) formsof TB as
well asthe TB/HIV co-epidemic.—MNA/Xinhua

All-electric cars
to befirst tested
in San Diego

Los ANGLES, 27
March—San Diego, about
80 miles (about 128
kilometres) south of Los
Angeles, will become “a
national centre for clean
technology and green
practices” when all-
electriccarsarefirsttested
inthecity, it wasreported
on Tuesday.

Under adeal between
Renault-Nissan and San
Diego Gas& ElectricCo.,
Nissan's new all-electric
vehicle will be deployed
on theroadsin San Diego
beforeit hitstheconsumer
market in 2012, the Los
Angeles Times said.

MNA/Xinhua

Two Afghan
farmers shot
dead by
NATO-led

troops

KasuL, 27 March—
NATO-led troops shot
dead two Afghan farmers
who were watering their
land in east Afghanistan,
apolicechief told Reuters
on Wednesday.

Afghan President
Hamid Karzai has said
civilian casualties are the
biggest cause of tension
between him and his
Western backers, who
have about 70,000 troops
in Afghanistan fighting a
Taleban-led insurgency.

The two Afghans
were Killed late on
Tuesday just outside
Khost city, east of the
capital Kabul, provincial
policechief Abdul Qayum
Bagizoi said, adding they
were innocent civilian
farmerstendingtheir land.

MNA/Reuters

US economy seesquicker decline

Lonbon, 27 March—The USeconomy shrank at a
faster pacethan previoudy estimated inthefinal three
months of 2008.

USGDP contracted at an annualized rate of 6.3%,
worse than a previous estimate of 6.2%. The rate of
decline was the steepest since early 1982.

For 2008 asawhole, the economy expanded 1.1%
in 2008, the weakest rate of growth since 2001.

However recent datahas been lessdownbeat, with
improved home sales and factory orders.

Economists had been expecting an even sharper
contraction of 6.5%.

“1 think peoplerealizethe economy seemingly fell
off the cliff in the fourth quarter,” said Doug Bender,
managing director of McQueen, Ball & Associates,
pointing out that the decline has continued this year.

I nter net
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Vietnam to increase
steel import tariffs

Hanotl, 27 March—Vietnam' sMinistry of Finance
decided to increase import tariffs on certain steel and
iron productsin abidto help domestic steel producers
boost their consumption the local newspaper Vietam
Economic Times reported Friday.

Accordingly, the tax rate of 8 per cent will be
imposed on steel ingot instead of 5 per cent. Impport
dutiesonfinished productsincluding rolled and barred
steel will also rise 12 per cent to 15 per cent. Though
local steel producershavecontinuously slashed prices,
sales have still been slow due to low demand and the
flood of imports with cheaper prices.The nwetax rate
will take effect asof 1 April.

Xinhua

$ 09/3/27, 4:02 PM

Pupils observe plants with a magnifier at Luluo

Arboretum in Yichang, central China’'s Hubei

Province, on 25 March, 2009. Morethan 100 pupils

came here to learn knowledge about plants and

growing skills during an environment-friendly
education activity.—XINHUA



*

Study saysvery hot tea may cause

throat cancer

Lonbon, 27 March—Drinking hot
tea may cause throat cancer, Iranian
researchers said on Friday, suggesting
people should let steaming drinks cool
before consuming them.

Previousstudieshavelinkedtobacco
and alcohol with cancer of the
oesophagus, and the research published
in the British Medical Journal suggests
that scalding beverages may also
somehow pavetheway for suchtumours.

Drinking very hot tea at a
temperature of greater than 70 degrees
Celsius was associated with an eight-
fold increased risk of throat cancer
comparedtosippingwarmor lukewarm

teaat |essthan 65 degrees, theresearchers
said.

Reza Malekzadeh of Teheran
University of Medical Sciences and
colleagues studied the tea-drinking
habits of 300 people with oesophageal
cancer and another 571 healthy menand
women from the same areain Golestan
Province in northern Iran.

That region has one of the highest
rates of throat cancer in the world but
smoking ratesand a cohol consumption
arelow, theresearcherssaid. Nearly all
thevolunteersdrank black tearegularly,
consuming on average morethan alitre
each day.—MNA/Reuters
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“Washington post” “New York
Times’ seek new cost cuts

New York, 27
March—Two of the most
respected US newspaper
publishers. The Washing-
ton Post Co and The New
York Time Co, are
embarkingonnew cost cuts
in the face of dramatic
declines in advertisting
revenue.

The Time said it laid
off 100 workers and is
cutting non-union salaries.
It is aso asking unionized

employeestoacceptsamilar
concessonstoavoidlayoffs
inthe newsroom.

The Pogt is offering a
new round of buyouts to
newsroom, production and
circulation employees, and
sad it could not rule out
laying off staff.

“This was a very
difficult decisontomake,”
said a memo signed by
Times Chairman Arthur
Sulzberger J addn Chief

Executive Janet Robinson.
“Theenvironmnt wearein
isthetoughestwehaveseen
inor yearsin business.”
The moves come as a
host of otehr USnewspaper
publshers have reduced
staff, declared bankruptcy
or shuttered once-vaunted
newspapers, asreadersseek
newsonlineand el sewhere
andastherecessioncrimps
advertising spending.
MNA/Reuter

NZ climate good for long life

WELLINGTON, 27
March—New Zealand's | Friday.

land Herald reported on

“Animals tend to do
thisin New Zealand, live

climate is much better
than Australia’'s when it
comestolivingalonglife,
according to research
from a study of frogs.
Victoria University of
Wellington has revealed
that the tiny Maud Island
frog, athreatened amphib-
ian, can reach the grand
@ age of 37, the oldest re-
corded age of any frog out

Professor Ben Bell, a
researcher on the study,
said similar long lives
could be seenin other ani-
mals in Godzone.

“In frog terms, it's
very comfortable hereand
it helps them to live
longer. Australiahas some
amazing frogs that do
very interesting things,
but I don’t know of any as
long lived as these ones.

for avery long time, like
the geckos and thetuatara
and the frogs are just fol-
lowing suit,” Professor
Bell said.

“There’s something
about the very comfort-
able climate, the few ex-
tremes in weather, that
works for them and al-
lowsthem to just keep on
going.”

I nternet

UN report warnson threat of triple crises

UNITED NATIONS, 27
March—A UN report re-
leased here Thursday
warned that when most
countries are focused on
fighting the worst eco-
nomic crisis in decades,
two other longer-term cri-
ses, food-fuel price vola
tility and climate change,
should not be forgotten.

“Food-fuel pricevola
tility and climate change
are converging with the
present economic crisisto
create what is now being

to Asia, Pacific

referred to as the triple
threat, “ said the Eco-
nomic and Social Survey
of Asia and the Pacific
2009, a publication of a
UN’sregional arm —the
Economic and Social
Commission for Asiaand
Pacific (ESCAP).

It said the triple crises
are “interlinked and are
reinforcing theimpacts of
each other,” noting that
the number of the poor in
Asia and the Pecific, al-
ready two thirds of the

global total, is likely to
increase as aresult of the
economic crisisand rising
unemployment.

The survey, released in
over 20 cities across the
region and in New York
and Geneva, providesare-
gional perspective as well
as country-specific analy-
ses, and outlines ways in
which economiesinthere-
gion can moveforward to-
wardsamoreinclusveand
sustainable development
path.—Inter net

of captivity, the New Zea-

Geretours Galapagos, meets uniquetortoise

World’s oldest

Richard Gere may be adopting a
new cause: the preservation of the
Galapagos I ands.

Robot fish devel oped by British scientists
areto bereleased into the sea off north
Spain to detect pollution. The carp-
shaped robots, costing 20,000 pounds
(%$29,000) apiece, mimic the movement
of real fish and are equipped with
chemical sensorsto sniff out potentially
hazardouspollutants, such asleaksfrom
vessels or underwater pipelines.

Galapagos National Park spokes-
woman Vanessa Garciasaysthat during
avisit to the Ecuadorean islands, he of -
fered to speak out publicly for their con-
servation.

The Galapagos are home to unique
animal and plant speciesand werealiv-
ing laboratory for Charles Darwin. But
conservationists say they arethreatened
by development and tourism.

The 59-year-old star of “Pretty
Woman” and “Chicago” is touring the
archipelago with his wife and son.
Ecuadorean TV shows Gere meeting
Lonesome George, believed to be the
last living member of the Geochelone
abigdoni tortoise species.

Gere is an outspoken advocate for
human rightsin Tibet and other causes.

An Audrdian woman said a python
dithered onto her property and swallowed
her 12.8-pound dog.

Patty Buntine said she became con-
cerned on Wednesday when her Matese
terrier mix, Bindi, did not show up for
breakfast a 7 am in her Kathering, Aus-
trdia, home, theNorthern Territory News
reported Monday.

“She was dways there so | got wor-
ried and went to look for her,” shesaid. “I
went around the side of the house and

\that’swhen | found the snake. It couldn’t

Python swallows 12.8-pound dog

moveand had itshead upin astriking posi-
tion. “It's belly was bulging — it looked
likeagreat big coconut wasingdeit. | knew
straight away thet it had ate Bindi,” shesaid.

Snake catcher David Reed of Reedy’s
Reptilescameto Bunting shometo collect
thereptile.

“I've had alot of calls about dogs that
havebeen hitten by snakes, and | haveeven
had an alive python that had eaten some
new-born puppies, but never onelikethis,”
Reed wrote on his Web site,
www.reedysreptiles.com.

champagne opened

Theworld'soldest champagne, bottled
before Victoria became Queen, is till
drinkable, with notesof “ trufflesand cara-
mel”, according to the experts.

An*“addictive’ bottle of 1825 Perrier-
Jouet was opened at aceremony attended
by 12 of the world'stop wine tasters.

Their verdict: the 184-year-old cham-
pagne tasted better than some of its
younger counterparts.

There are now just two 1825 vintage
bottlesleft - and Perrier-Jouet hasno plans
to open them soon.

Thewineand champagne expertscon-
vened at the winemaker’s cellars in
Epernay in France, for a“oncein alife-
time” tasting of the 1825 champagne -
officialy recognised by Guinness World
Records as the world's ol dest.

The 184-year-old cork was in good
condition, helping to preservethewine.

A man shows a ball of thread, mate-
rial of the dress hung on the wall
which was made from newspapers,
during the China International En-
ergy Saving, Emission Reduction and
New Energy Science and Technology
Expo at the Beijing Exhibition Center
in Beijing, capital of China, on 19
March, 2009. More than 200 compa-
nies and organizations took part in
the expo, opened.

NEws ALBUM
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Ancelotti almost certain to

stay, says Galliani

RomEe, 27 March —ACMilan coach Carlo Ancel otti
will almost certainly bestaying at the club accordingto
vice-president Adriano Galliani.

Speculation in the Italian press has long linked
Ancelotti with amove to Spanish giants Real Madrid
but Galliani said that would not happen.However, he
said Milan would wait until they knew for sure which
European competition they were playing in next sea-
son before beginning their summer shopping.

“1t'$99.99 percent certain hewill stay. All transfer
dealings will begin the day when we know exactly

what competition we'll be in,” said Galliani.”| think
and | hope it will be the
Champions League. As
for Ancelotti andReal I'm
not worried.
“Hehasacontract (un-
til the end of next season)
and then (Real president)
Florentino Perez keeps
telling me he's a friend,
he would never do this
without telling me.” All
this attention shows that
he's a coach in demand
and we were clever in
signing him.” —Inter net

AC Milan’s coach
Carlo Ancelotti.
INTERNET

McM anusruled out for Scots

GLascow , 27 March — Celtic captain Stephen
McManus has lost his battle to be fit in time for
Scotland’ sWorld Cup qualifier against HollandThe
centreback, afirst-choice for his country when fit,
has been struggling with an ankle injury and had
been rated only a 50-50 chance for the match in
Amsterdam on Saturday evening.

Celtic captain Stephen
McManus, haslost his
battle to befit in time
for Scotland’ s World
Cup qualifier against
Holland.

INTERNET

The Scots remain hopeful he will be available
for Wednesday’ sgroup nine match against I celand
at Hampden but he will not travel to Amsterdam,
said Steven Pressley, one of manager George
Burley’s assistants.” Stephen did some light run-
ningtoday and wasstill feeling hisankle,” Pressley
reported.

Scotland’ s coaching staff have now seen five
players pull out of the match against the Dutch
since the start of the week with McManus joining
his Celtic team-mate Paul Hartley, Rangers de-
fenders David Weir and Kirk Broadfoot and the
Derby winger Kris Commons on the sidelines.

There was good news however on Thursday
concerning thecondition of captain Barry Ferguson,
who has been given the green light to play in
Amsterdam after recovering sufficiently from
bruised ribs.

Pressley said: “Barry Ferguson came through the
late running okay and we are confident that he should

make Saturday’ s game. Internet

‘ 28-3-09 NL 14

L oew recalls Enke and Gomez
back for Germany

BerLIN , 27 March — Germany coach Joachim
Loew said on Thursday heis set to recall goalkeeper
Robert Enkeand striker Mario Gomez for Saturday’s
World Cup qualifier against Liechtenstein in Leip-
zig.

Germany top Group 4 with nearest rivals Russia
four points behind, but Loew knows his side can ill-
afford to drop points either on Saturday or on April 1
against Wales in Cardiff
beforethey travel toMos-
cow in October.

Back-to-back home
defeats at the hands of
England and Norway re-
cently mean Germany
need aconvincing win at
Leipzig's Zentralstadion
tostay oncoursefor South
Africanext year.

Having recovered
from a broken hand,
Hanover’'s Robert, 31, is
back in goal whilean an-
kleinjury to Bayern Mu-
nich’s Miroslav Klose
means Stuttgart’s Mario
Gomez will partner
Bayern’ sL ukasPodol ski
up front. “Robert has
showed good formin re-
cent weeks and we trust
him,” said Loew in

Liechtenstein in Wednesday’s press con-
Leipzig—INTERNET | ference—Internet

Germany coach
Joachim Loew said
Thursday heis set to
recall goalkeeper
Robert Enke, seen here
at practice on 25
March, 2009, and
striker Mario Gomez
for Saturday’ s World
Cup qualifier against

[T [T |

Schalke parts company with

Dutch coach Rutten

BEerLIN ,27 March — German side Schalke 04 said
on Thursday that thay had parted company with their
Dutch coach Fred Rutten.

Mike Buskens, Y ouri Mulder and Oliver Reck, all
membersof theclub’ sbackroom staff, will takecharge
of training.

Earlier Thursday, the 46-year-old Rutten said he
had expected toleavethestruggling Bundesligasideat
the end of the season.

Rutten had a contract with Schalke until 2010
having only taken over astrainer of the Royal Bluesin
July 2008, but the club are eighth in the table and have
been blighted by erratic form this season.—Internet

Glatch books meeting with

tennisNo 1 Serena

Miawmi,27 March — American AlexaGlatchmade
the most of her wild card invitation to book asecond-
round clash with world number one SerenaWilliams
at the Miami ATP Mastersand WTA hardcourt tour-
nament on Thursday.

Glatch, ranked 124th in the world, defeated Swit-
zerland' s Timea Bacsinszky 6-4, 6-1 to advanceto a
meeting with Williams, afive-time Miami champion
who claimed her 10th career Grand Slam title at the
Australian Open this year.—Internet

Beckham will play minder for
fiery Rooney

Lonpbon,27 March — David Beckham is ready to
act as Wayne Rooney’s minder to keep the fiery
England forward out of trouble.

England coach Fabio Capello called Rooney a
“crazy man” following the Manchester United star’s
petulant red card for throwing the ball at the referee
against Fulham last weekend.Capello’ sjoke hid con-
cernthat alack of individual discipline could damage
England’ shopesof asuccessful World Cup campaign
in South Africa next year.

Rooney has often
struggled to control his
temper with England and
was sent off for stamping
on Ricardo Carvaho in
the 2006 quarter-final de-
feat against Portugal. He
was also substituted by
Sven Goran Eriksson af-
ter losing his rag in a
friendly against Spain in
2004.

Beckham knows from

England football play- personal experience how

Kim leads, Ochoa and Wie

struggle in Phoenix

Proenix, 27 March —
South Korea's In-Kyung
Kim shot a4-under 68 on

ers Wayne Rooney (R), | he red mist can descend
David Beckham (L) and quickly on the pitch fol-
John Terry (C) warm-

up during the team
training session at
Arsenal’straining
facility in London
Colney north of Lon-
don. Beckham is ready
to act as Rooney’'s
minder to keep the fiery
England forward out of
trouble.
INTERNET

lowing hiscostly red card
for kicking Diego
Simeone in the 2002
World Cup defeat to
Argentina.The on-loan
AC Milan midfielder isa
more mature figure now
but he knows it is essen-
tial that Rooney retainshis
fire or he will become a
less dynamic player.

Michelle Wie hits from
the fourth tee during the
first round of the
Phoenix LPGA Interna-
tional golf tournament
on 26 March , 2009, in
Phoenix.

INTERNET

*

Thursday totakethefirst-
round lead in the J Golf
Phoenix LPGA Interna-
tional, whiletwo-timede-
fending champion Lorena
Ochoa and Michelle Wie
struggled in windy after-
noon conditions.

Kim had a one-stroke
lead over countrywomen
Jiyal Shin, Imbee Park
and Eun-Hee Ji and
American Cristie Kerr,
who eagledthefinal hole,
and Norway’s Suzann
Pettersen, who finished
with abirdie.

Internet

09/3/27, 4:02 PM

Internet

Captain Ballack urges Germany

toraisetheir game

BERLIN , 27 March — Germany captain Michagel
Ballack on Thursday urged the Euro 2008 finalists to
raise their game for Saturday’s World Cup qualifier
against Liechtenstein to banish the memories of their
recent defeats.

The 32-year-old Chelseastar isdemanding araised
effortin Leipzig from hissidewho havelost their last
two home games: a2-1 defeat to England last Novem-
ber and a 1-0 defeat to Norway in February.Germany
have not suffered back-to-back home defeats since
1956 and Ballack says only a convincing win over
Liechenstein, ranked 151st in the world, will suffice.

Internet
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Bangladesh takes fresh move
to set up N-power plant

DHakA, 27 March—TheBangladeshi Government
hasinitiated afresh movefor setting up aone-billion-
US-dollar nuclear power plant to meet the mounting
demand for electricity in the country, a minister said
Tuesday.

The country’s chronic energy problem has
prompted the government to ponder over installation
of thecountry’ sfirst nuclear power plant, StateMinister
for Science and Information & Communication
Technology Yafes Osman was quoted by local
newspaper The Fianncial Express as saying.

MNA/Xinhua

USentrepreneur Charles Simonyi waves to hiswife
after putting on his space suit at Baikonur
Cosmodrome 26 March, 2009. Simonyi will roar off
into space aboard a Russian rocket on Thursday to
make history asthe first tourist to make the odyssey
twice. He will travel to the International Space
Station (1 SS) with Russia’s cosmonaut Gennady
Padalka and US astronaut Michael Barratt.

*
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MRTV-3
Programme Schedule

(28.3.2009) (Saturday)

Times

- (09:00am ~ 10:00am) M ST
- (15:30pm ~23:30pm) M ST
- (23:30pm ~07:30am) M ST

Transmissions

L ocal
Europe
North America

L ocal Transmission

* Signature Tune

* Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights

* One of the Bright Prospectsin Agriculture

* ScubaDiving Adventure

* Thahtay Hydropower Projecttospread Light across
Rakhine State

* Travelogue (PyinOoLwin)

* Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights

Europe/ North America Transmission

* Signature Tune

* Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights

* Bagan, Our Pride and Glory of the Past

* Hero Physician, Victorious Warrior

* Victoriesof theState, thePeopleand the Tatmadaw
(Main Programme)

*Innovative Skillsof Myanmar Handi crafts (Part-2)

* Wonderful Tofu

* Success of tea-growing call for concerted efforts

* One of the Bright Prospectsin Agriculture

* Scuba Diving Adventure

* Thahtay Hydropower Projecttospread Light across
Rakhine State

* Travelogue (PyinOoLwin)

* Teacher Matters

* Marketable Fruit

* Let'sstudy the “World Biggest Book”

* Naga Traditional Handicrafts

* Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights

Website: www.mrtv3.net.mm

Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas
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Friday, 27 March, 2009

Summary of observationsrecorded at 09:30hr M ST:
During the past 24 hours, rain or thundershowers have been
scattered in Chin State, Sagaing and Taninthayi Divisions,
isolated in Kachin, Shan and Kayin States, Mandalay and
Magway Divisionsand weather havebeen partly cloudy inthe
remaining Statesand Divisions. Day temperatureswere (3°C)
to (4°C) above March average temperaturesin Kachin State,
Mandalay and Bago Divisionsand about March averagetem-
peratures in the remaining States and Divisions. The signifi-
cant day temperatures were Thayawady (40°C) and Hinthada
(39°C). The noteworthy amount of rainfall recorded were
Myeik (1.53) inches, PyinOoLwin (0.59) inch, Kouthoung
and Kawkareik (0.53) inch each and L ashio and Mogok (0.39)
inch each.

Maximum temperature on 26-3-2009 was 97°F.
Minimum temperature on 27-3-2009 was 69°F. Relative

INTERNET humidity at (09:30) hoursM ST on 27-3-2009 was 70%. Total
(21805 SecSomntannd)  4:10 pm o o < sunshine hours on 26-3-2009 was (8.9) hrs approx.
L i P . ge{geedamng Rainfall on 27-3-2009 was (Nil) & Mingaladon, Kaba-
: aem . 2 Song of nationd races | 6:00 pm Ayeand Central Y angon. Total rainfall since1-1-2009 was(Tr)
6. 203{§¢3 4:20 am 10. Evening news a Mingaladon, (0.20) inch at K aba-Ayeand (0.04) inch at Cen-
8:20 am 3. Musical programme | 4.4, pm tral Y angon. Maximumwindspeedat Y angon (Kaba-Aye) was
7. (Gg) sdeferndondecodes, | 4:30 pm 11. Wesath (6) mph from South at (15:30) hours MST on 26-3-2009.
. Weather report . ! :
yanmar oa[gEedx0d 4. meorooongadaSopme: 6:35 pm Bay inference: Weather ispartly cloudy inthe Andaman
8:30 am Seodforpiondasien ) Seaand Bay of Bengal.
2 ? c c
8. Internationa news oooesd  (Qupevamon:(d) 12. mopqpenS  cpomgoa’ Forecast valid until evening of 28" March 2009: Rain
8:40 am (qogasa) 6:55 pm or thundershowers are likely to be isolated in Kachin, Chin,
Satslr gsy(,)nZ?OI(\j/laar ch 9. aoioogSesienBoso 4:45 F;m 13, sgeocSeopiaon gha.n'and M Cci)n Start]es Sﬁg:e ng, II\/Iarlldalay.an(r:I] Tanin'th'ayi
y 845 am 5. Songs to uphold | 7:15 pm IVISIOﬂSéln' Weat er wi partygou@ymt e remaining
10. Musical programme National Spirit 14. §8&[enrencSeod:o] States and Divisions. Degree of certainty 1S (60%).
7:00 am '_ _ " pecEeameiy State of the sea: Seas will be slight to moderate in
1. corloneoonangafgeospeod 11:00 am 4 59 p:n o JIORIO00: Myanmar waters.
opop{BiafiofoSonepicoss 1.. Martia song 6. mojc:nmi\?:mf:01fo . (308&:-0) Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood of con-
7:95 am 11:10 am (efgo3Bsr :lgplopdes=d | 8:00 pm tinuation of isolated rain or thundershowers in the Northern
2 To behedthy exercise 2. mo‘io%saogé:sn(i@éd)@)o: a;e.ooafjao:l ololemndi 15. News Myanmar aress. . ' '
_ [6pSop&io000E 08 e0dp:6¢) , Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring area
7:30 am 16. International news ]
1:50 pm (3§0S0m-oSeapeenesnt) for 28-3-2009: Partly cloudy to cloudy.
3. Morning news 3y . 17. Weather report F for Y d neighbouri
. Yan Can Cook 5:10 pm orecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
7:40 am 2:20 pm 7. Musical programme 18. (6pSoq.300305066eons | | for 28-3-2009: Partly cloudy.
4. coyposiooqps 4. wo§{mBSon o {Siiep: 5:25 pm (orSveorioopYopSopaacyod) Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
§ R [C8P .
7:50 am (TdernatCh) 8. oSo OS(YJOY.)'@GQS 19. %Sé@o:@oo&\)é:c% for 28-3-2009: Partly C|0Udy.
5. “aSa8sSa8mp:” 2400 5_'531 Lt ) “ ¢ oam Weather outlook for first weekend of April 2009:
. i‘ . qui e e : pm_ : pmc e e [@f%m- During the coming weekend, westher will be partly cloudy in
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Senior General Than Shwe addr esses
64th Anniversary Armed Forces Day Parade

Nay Pyi Taw, 27 March—Chairman of the
State Peace and Development Council Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than
Shwe delivered an address at the 64th Anniversary
Armed Forces Day Parade 2009 at the Nay Pyi Taw
Parade Ground this morning.

The64th Anniversary Armed ForcesDay was

observed in accord with the objectives—Towork hard
together with the people to accomplish the State’'s
seven-step Road Map in building a peaceful, modern
and developed nation; To uphold Our Three Main
National Causesasthenational policy atrisktolife; To
crush, in cooperation with the people, internal and
external subversiveelementsthat aredisrupting stabil -

Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Senior General Than Shwe takes the salute of
the parade columns.

MNA

ity, peace and devel opment of the nation; and To build
a strong and patriotic modern Tatmadaw capable of
safeguarding the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of the nation.

(See page 6)
" Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing
~ host dinner to mark 64th Anniversary Armed ForcesDay

Nay Pyi Taw, 27 March—Chairman of the
State Peace and Development Council Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than
Shweand wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing hosted adinner to

mark the 64th Anniversary Armed Forces Day at
Bayintnaung Y eiktha, here, this evening.

Chairman of the State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Commander-in-Chief of Defence Serv-

Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than Shwe greets military attaches
at the dinner.—mnNA
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ices Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing
Kyaing arrived at thedinner to mark the 64th Anniver-
sary Armed Forces Day at 7 pm today.

Next, Senior General Than Shwe and wife
Daw Kyaing Kyaing together with Vice-Chairman of
the SPDC Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior
General Maung Aye and wife Daw Mya Mya San,
Member of the SPDC General Thura Shwe Mann of
theMinistry of Defenceand wife Daw Khin Lay Thet,
PrimeMinister General Thein SeinandwifeDaw Khin
Khin Win, Secretary-1 of the SPDC General Thiha
Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo and wife Daw Khin Saw
Hnin, member of the SPDC Lt-Gen Tin Aye of the
Ministry of Defence and wife Daw Kyi Kyi Ohn,
Commander-in-Chief (Navy) Rear-Admiral Nyan Tun,
Commander-in-Chief (Air) Lt-Gen Myat Hein, Maj-
Gen Ohn Myint, Mg-Gen Min Aung Hlaing and M gj-
Gen Ko Ko of the Ministry of Defence, Adjutant-
General Lt-Gen Thura Myint Aung, Lt-Gen Myint
Hlaing and Lt-Gen Ye Myint of the Ministry of De-
fence, Chairman of the Leading Committee for Ob-
servance the 64th Anniversary Armed Forces Day
Chief of Armed Forces Training Maj-Gen Hla Htay
Win, Commander of Nay Pyi Taw Command Maj-
Gen Wa Lwin, cordially greeted foreign military
attaches to Myanmar and their wives and special
guests.

Next, Senior General Than Shwe and wife
Daw Kyaing Kyaing hosted dinner to those present.

(See page 11)



