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Four social objecti

Uplift of the morale and morallty of the
entire nation

*  Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguarding of cultural

our poli

* Stability of the State commumty peace *
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order * Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic system

* Development of theeconomy inviting participationinterms

Development of ag.r.lcultureasthebaseand aII round devel-'.” E

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring State Con-
stitution

opment of other sectors of the economy aswell
of technical know-how and investmentsfrom sour cesinside

the country and abroad

heritage and national character
* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

Proper flow of drainage inspected

Y ANGON, 15 March—
Chairman of Yangon

Commander of Yangon
Command Brig-Gen Win

ment Committee Mayor
Brig-GenAungTheinLin

Development Affairs
Office this morning. At

DivisonHedthDepartment
and officials concerned

* Buildingof anew moder n developed nation * Theinitiativetoshapethenational economy must bekeptin * Uplift of health, fitness and education
in accord with the new State Constitution the hands of the State and the national peoples standards of the entire nation
control  of dengue

haemorrhagic fever and
diarrhoea in the township,
preventivemessuresagainst
thediseases, proper flow of
drainage and sanitation

Division Peace and | Myint and Chairman of | arrived at Mingala | themegtinghdloftheoffice, | briefedthecommander and | tasks.
Development Council | Yangon City Develop- ' Taungnyunt Township | the Head of Yangon I themayor on outbresk and (See page 8)

(- )
Summer paddy, sunflower thriving
INn Maungtaw Township
{ ~ Article & Photos: Reporter Singu SoeWin =

| had one more opportunity to recently visit
Maungtaw and it was the ninth time. Under the
arrangements of Chairman of Mawtaw District
Peace and Development Council U Aung Swe
Nyunt and Chairman of Buthidaung Township
Peace and Development Council U Nyan Myo, |
proceeded to Maungtaw from Buthidaung by
car.

Chairman of Maungtaw Township PDC U Khin
Maung Tun waited for me at the office of the District
PDC, and then accommodated me at the Strand
Y eiktha. He explained to me the programmes for the
visit to thriving summer paddy and sunflower
plantations in Aungsitpyin Village, 25 miles from
Maungtaw.

Thefollowing day, | |eft together with Chairman
of Township PDC U Khin Maung Tun and township
level departmental officialsfor Kyeinchaung Village
by car along Maungtaw-Kyeinchaung Road.

| saw thriving summer paddy and sunflower
plantations on either side of Myothagyi Village of
Maungtaw Township. Moreover, lush summer paddy
plantations, cold season crops and kitchen crops
plantations welcomed us along the road from 3
mile gate to Kyeinchaung Village.

L (See page 7)

Thriving Yadana Aung strain summer paddy plantation seen on 27 acres of farmlandsin
Ngwetaung Village of Maungtaw Township.

Totti and Aquilani: underachievers?

Cluedess i talian football hitsrock bottom

RomEg, 15 March —
The sun is still shining
and peoplearegoing about
their daily business, but
the world of Italian
football has come to a
grinding halt.

Not one team
through to the last eight
of the Champions
League is nothing short

of an absolute disaster.
And Jose Mourinho is
totally off themark: Italy
is hurting and anyone
who really cares for the
state of the game is not
crowing that Inter,
Juventus and Roma are
Euro also-rans.

It reflects badly on a
country who for so long

were the masters of a
continent, but now have
been left behind by the
new world order.
Thisistruly acountry
for old men and nothing
brought that home more
clearly than seeing those
young, fresh-faced Arsena
pups dancing around the
Stadio Olimpico after Max

Tonettolost hisnerveand
attempted to launch the
bdl towards the Roman
hills.

Francesco Totti cut
a desolate figure in the
centre of the pitch as he
witnessed his dream of
reaching the final in the
same stadium die on the
vine. —Internet
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Raise momentum in control
of narcotic drugs

There has been drug production and
trafficking in the world resulting in social
problemsin thesocietiesrelated tothedrug
addicts and drug traffickers.

Theyouthsin the nations of theworld
abused stimulantsin variousformsand the
danger of drug problem is still great in the
world. In Myanmar, thegover nment enacts
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Law. According to the law,
deterrent actions have to be taken against
drugaddicts, those who arein possession of
drugs and traffickers. The government
launched anti-drug campaignswith greater
momentum in law enforcement sector. In
February, a total of 183 drug cases were
exposed and action was taken against the
culprits.

At the same time, the government in
cooper ation with local peopledestr oyspoppy
plantationsinillegal poppy growingregions.
In February, poppy plantations were
destroyed in some regions in northern,
southern and eastern parts of Shan State
and K achin State. Over 7,000 acr esof poppy
plantations have been destroyed in the
present poppy cultivation season in states
and divisions. Stimulant tablets including
chemical precursorsused in production of
opium, her oin and other nar coticdrugspose
a threat to mankind and its social
environment.

To overcome these problems, nations
across the world have to promote
cooperation at the regional, sub-regional
and bilateral levels. The government and
the entire national people are to strive
vigorously through the national plan to
eradicate narcotic drugsin the country.

S

Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

v
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accredited to Philippines

Nay Pyi Taw, 16 March—The Chairman of
the State Peace and Development Council of the
Union of Myanmar has appointed U Aung Khin
Soe, Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Union of Myanmar to the
Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, as
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the Union of Myanmar to the Republic of the
Philippines.

Ambassador U Aung Khin Soe )

low water levels

Nay Pyi Taw, 16 March—According to the
observation today, the water level of Chindwin
river at Monywais below its minimum alert water
level (100) cmandit may remainbel ow itsminimum
alert water level until the end of March, 2009.

Accordingtotheabservationtoday, thewater
level of Ayeyawady river at NyaungU is below its
minimum alert level (1020) cm and it may remain
below itsminimum alert water level until theend of

" Chindwi n, Ayeyawady at )

-

MNA)

\M arch 2009.—MNA

Sanitation measuresin North Okkalapa

Township inspected

Y ANGON, 15 March— Chairman of Y angon City
Development CommitteeMayor Brig-GenAung Thein

Lininspectedwork being carried out for proper drainage

of Myitta Street and Uzana Street in TaWard at 9:00
am in North Okkalapa Township.
The maxor alsoinspected upgrading and tarring

of Bomma 5

Street and Maydawi Road. Next, he

inspected upgrading of concrete EindaDhammaY on
12" LaneinTaWard. Hel ookedintotasksfor extension
of PhyoFreeClinicinY uzanaStreetinNo.2Wardand
Y uzana 3" and 4th Lanes and Thumala 8th Lane.

During hisinspection, themayor attended tothe
needs and met townselders.

MNA

Firefighters of Mandalay demonstrate to
put out firewith fire extinguisher in front
of Myitnge Carriages Factory in
Amarapura Township on 22 February.
NLM
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- Latest models of air-conditionersintroduced

New model of Sanyo and Daewoo brand air-cons at OK Myanmar Co Ltd.—wmnNa

Y ANGON, 15 March—
OK Myanmar Co Ltd
introduced latest models
of Sanyoand Daewooair-

conditioners. The cere-
mony was held in
conjunction with a
ceremony to award sales
agents at Ball Room of
Sedona Hotel, here
yesterday.

Manager Director U
Kyaw Kyaw Hlaingof OK
Myanmar Co Ltd
extended greetingson the
occasion and member of
board of directors U Win
Myint Hlaing spokewords
of thanks. Member of
board of directors U Zaw
Weik explained the
quality of products,
service and guarantee.

Next, senior general

@ 18/8/6, 7:16 AM

manager Daw Thant Thant
Zin  explained the
programme of presenting
prizes to sales agents.
Afterwards, sales agents
were presented prizes by
the managing director and
members of board of
directors. After that sales
agents made observations
on Sanyo and Daewoo
brand Air-con models.
Next, engineerin-chargeU
Nay Myo Aung explained
factsabout differentmodels
of air-conditioners.
Thecompanyissdling
Sanyo and Daewoo brand
ar-conditioner models at
special reasonablepricesin

this summertime. Sanyo
and Daewoo brand air-
conditioner models are
available at any dectrica
shops of states and
divisions. For detailed
information, anyone may
contact the head office of
the company and Daewoo
Showroom  (Tel-01-
392986 and 392987),
Pansodan HQ Electronic
(Tel-241077 and 387644),
Nay Pyi Taw Daewoo
Showroom (Tel-067-
420813), Mandalay
Daswoo Showroom (Tel-
02-31582) and Yangon
Service Centre (Te-01-
299401and298491) —MNA
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Afghan displaced women and children st in the sun to warm themselves during aid
digtribution in Kabul in January. Recent weeks have seen aflurry of diplomatic
activity on the Afghan front, but this should not disguise what Western envoys admit
isaradical lowering of their ambitionsfor the war-torn land.—I NTERNET

West lower s sights
In Afghanistan

Paris, 15 March—Re-
cent weeks have seen a
flurry of diplomatic activ-
ity on the Afghan front,
but this should not dis-
guise what Western en-
voys admit is a radical
lowering of their ambi-
tions for the war-torn
land.

Where once Washing-
ton and its allies boasted
that Afghanistan would
serve as a democratic
model inadifficult region,

Iraqi soldier
killed in bomb
attack northeast
of Baghdad

Baqusa, 15 March —
An Iragi soldier was killed
and two others were
wounded in abomb explo-
soninthevolatile province
of Diydaon Saturday, apro-
vincid police source said.

The blast hit an Iraqi
Army foot patrol near avil-
lage, some 30km east of the
provincia capital city of
Baquba, the source told
Xinhua on condition of ano-
nymity.

In separate incident, un-
known gunmen stormed a
sewage facility in southern
Baguba and kidnapped
three workers, the source
sad.

He said that the attack-
ers on the facility believed
to bed-Qaidamilitantsand
that theincident isunder in-
vedtigeation.

Internet
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officialsnow accept things
are going badly and that
NATO can’'t hopetowina
clear military victory.

US Vice President Joe
Biden admitted this week
that “we are not now win-
ning the war” and sug-
gested including more
moderate factions within
the Taleban-led insurgency
in abroader peace deal.

Canada and Britain
also support thisposition,
and thisweek French For-
eign Minister Bernard
Kouchner suggested that
the West would have to
accept it if what he called
“moderate Taleban” made
progress in upcoming
elections.

Diplomats now hope,
at best, that a settlement
will be reached that will
appease the least danger-
ous of the rebel elements

and allow development
work.

Meanwhile, Western
leaders have been quietly
distancing themselves
from President Hamid
Karzai's Afghan govern-
ment, once seen as the
best hope for peace, now
accused of inefficiency
and tiesto drug lords.

I nter net

[T [T |
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Two wounded asangry Afghans attack
district officefor civilianskilling

KasuL, 15 March —
Hundredsof angry villagers
Saturday afternoon attecked
digrict officeinLogar Prov-
ince, some 60 km south of
Afghan capitd Kabul, after
thereportedly fivecivilians
werekilledintheair raid by
international troops, an of-
ficid sad.

“The angry villagers
clashed with policein front
of the district building of
Charkh,” Din Mohammad
Darwish, the provincia ad-
minigtration spokesmantold

Xinhua. “ After protestersa-
tempted to enter the district
office, police opened fire
and two people were
wounded.” Earlier Darwish
sad that air strikes carried
out by international troops
in the wee hours of Satur-
day clamedthelivesof five
civiliansin Nowshar village
of Charkh didtrict.
However, the US-led
Codlition forcesinsisted in
a statement released later
that Afghan and the US-led
Codlition forces on Satur-

day killed fivemilitantsdur-
ing joint operations against
militants associated with
IED (Improvised Explosive
Device) facilitation in
Charkh digtrict.

“Five enemy combat-
antswerekilled in the fire-
fight and a search of the
compound revealed mul-
tiplewegponsand grenades,
which were destroyed to
prevent their useagaing the
Afghan people and Coadli-
tion Forces” the statement
sad—Internet

Four NATO soldierskilled in SAfghanistan

Kasur, 15 March —
Four soldiers with the
NATO-led International
Security Assstance Force
(ISAF) werekilledinroad-
side bombing Sunday in
eastern Afghan province of
Nangarhar, an |SAF state-
ment released here said.

“Two ISAF service
members were killed and
two more died of wounds

after an Improvised Explo-
siveDeviceattack today in
eastern Afghanistan,” the
statement said.

However, it did not dis-
closethenationdlity of vic-
tim by saying it is ISAF
policy not to release the
nationaity of any casualty
prior to the relevant na-
tional authority doing so.

International troops,

mostly from the United
States, have been deployed
in eastern Afghanistan for
combating Taliban mili-
tants who are active in the
bordering area with Paki-
stan.

Meanwhile, Zabihullah
Mujahid, the purported
Taliban spokesman, admit-
ted the outfits carried out
the attack.—Internet

A damaged vehicle is
seen at the site of a blast
in Kandahar province
south of Kabul, Af-
ghanistan, Sunday, 15
March, 2009. A road-
side bomb hit a convoy
carrying the mayor of a
key southern city Sun-
day, killing a passer-by,
while clashesand bomb-
ings around the rest of
Afghanistan killed 13
others, officials said.
INTERNET

An Iraqi, isrushed into a hospital after he was wounded in a suicide bombing
attack in Abu Ghraib, in Baghdad, Iraq, recently.—INTERNET

*
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Foreign professionals find
It harder to stay in US

Los ANGELES, 15 March—At this time last year,
many foreign students graduated from American uni-
versities were busy preparing documents to apply for
H-1B visas to work for American companies, but as
the US economy deteriorates, fewer American com-
paniesare hiring these graduates, and the“ HireAmeri-
can” call has greatly reduced the chance for even the
most gifted foreign professionals to be hired.

Immigration attorney Taihe Wang in Los Angeles
estimated that there was at least a one-third drop of
applicants for H-1B visas than last year. Graduates
from India in the United States meet with the same
situation. US companies used to hire large amount of
Chinese and Indian students graduated from Ameri-
canuniversities, especialy in the high technology field,
computer software and Internet businesses.

Internet
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The Egyptian ship MV Blue Star is pictured moored at the Kenyan port of
Mombasa following itsrelease by Somali pirates. The captain of the ship, which
was released last week after two months in the hands of Somali pirates, said
Friday that aransom of onemillion dollars (775,000 euros) was paid.—I NTERNET

[T [T |

Beijing sends patrol ship to
South China Sea

Beiang, 15 March — Chinahasdis-
patched its most modern patrol ship to
the South China Sea, state press said
Sunday, after anincident withaUS na-
val vessel and afresh claim by the Phil-
ippines to the disputed territory.

The Beijing News said the vessel
would conduct patrols of what it called
China s exclusive maritime zonein the
disputed waters surrounding the Paracel
and Spratly Islands.

It said the converted naval rescue
ship would aid Chinese fishing boats
and transport vessels.

The Philippines passed a law last
week which lays claim to disputed is-

lands in the Spratlys chain that are also
claimed by China. Beijing has called the
law “illegal and invalid.”

Tensionsinthearearosefurther when
the United States sent destroyers to in-
ternational waters off southern Chinato
protect a naval surveillance patrol that
wasinvolved in astand off with Chinese
vesseals.

Chinasaysthe US patrol vesselswere
within its 200-kilometre (125-mil€) eco-
nomic exclusive zone, but the United
States has insisted they were in interna
tiona waters.

The Spratly and Paracel idand chains
have been flashpointsfor years—I nternet

| sraeli negotiatorsreturn to
Egypt for kidnapped soldier

JErusaLEM, 15 March — Two high-ranking |sragli

Cuba, Venezueda could host
Russian bombers

Threekilled in
apartment firein
Brussels

officialshave been sent to Egypt in afresh effort to bring
back a kidnapped soldier from the Hamas movement,
said the Prime Minister’s Office on Saturday evening.

Yuval Diskin, head of the Shin Bet security agency,
and Ofer Dekel, asenior negotiator, are expected to stay
in Cairo till Sunday evening and meet with Egyptian
mediatorson apossible prisonersswap with GazaHamas
rulers, said the office in a statement.

With Ehud Olmert nearing theend of hispremiership,
the Jewish state has intensified efforts for the return of
Gilad Shalit, who was abducted by Palestinian militants
nearly threeyearsago and isnow believed to be hidden
somewherein the Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip.—Internet

California grappling with
overcrowded prisons

Los AncEeLEs, 15 March — California are juggling
171,000 prisonersin asystem built for fewer than half that
many inmates, a newspaper report said on Saturday.

Grappling with such severe overcrowding, California
prison officids are considering shifting more long-term
inmates to the only stete prison in Los Angeles County,
according to the local newspaper Antelope Valley Press.

But that possibility hasworried officia sthat additiona
permanent inmatesliving therewould meantheir rel atives
would flock to the area, bringing gang members and
unsavoury peopleto an area hard-hit by therecession, the
paper said—Internet

Moscow, 15 March — A Russian
air force chief said Saturday that the
country could base some strategic
bombers in Cuba or on an island of -
fered by Venezuel a, the Interfax news
agency reported, but a Kremlin offi-
cial quickly said the military had been
speaking only hypothetically.

The US and Russia have been try-
ingtoreset their relationship, severely
strained over US plans to position
missile defense elements in Poland
and the Czech Republic and by
Russia’'sinvasion of US ally Georgia
last year.

Russia has nothing to gain strategi-
cally from basing long-range craft
within relatively short range of US
shores, independent military analyst
Alexander Goltssaid, calling themili-
tary statement a retaliatory gesture
aimed at hitting back after US ships
patrolled Black Seawaters near Geor-
gia

The chief of staff of Russia’'s long
range aviation, Ma Gen Anatoly
Zhikharev, was quoted by Interfax as

saying Saturday that Venezuelan

I n thisphoto released by the USNavy,
one of two Russian Tupolev 95 Bear
long rang bomber aircraftisseen near
the US Navy aircraft carrier USS
Nimitz on 9 Feb, 2008, south of
Japan. —INTERNET

President Hugo Chavez had offered “a
whole island with an airdrome, which
wecan useasatemporary basefor stra-
tegic bombers.”

“If there is a corresponding politi-
cal decision, then the use of theisland
... by theRussian Air Forceispossible,”
Zhikharev was quoted as saying.

Interfax reported he said earlier that
Cuba has air bases with four or five
runways long enough for the huge
bombers and could be used to host the
long-range planes.—Internet

BrusseLs, 15 March
— Two young children
were killed and their fa-
ther serioudly injuredina
fire at their apartment in
Brussels on Friday night,
Belgian broadcaster VRT
reported Saturday.

Thefather diedin hos-
pital from hisinjuries on
Saturday, it said.

The fire was started
whenachildwholivedin
an apartment on the first
floor of the same building
lit a teddy bear with a
cigarette lighter. The
blaze quickly spread to
the second floor where
the victims lived.

The victim children’s
father tried to rescue them
without success and he
was rushed to hospital
with severe burns. A third
child from the same fam-
ily wasrescued by thefire
brigade.—Internet

At least ninein

ured

In downtown Cairo blaze

Cairo, 15 March — At least nine
people have been injured in ahugefire
which broke out Saturday afternoon
engulfing an old building in the Egyp-
tian capital of Cairo.

The nine people, including a fire
fighter, have been rushed to a nearby
hospital for medical treatment, reported
local Nile TV news channel.

Some 11 others al so suffered minor
injuriesduetoinhaling smoke of thefire
that erupted in the old building located
inthe Ramses street in downtown Cairo.

Xinhua correspondents at the scene
said fire fighters are trying to control
the flame, preventing the blaze from
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spreading to nearby buildings.

Cairo Governor Abdel-Azim Wazir,
who went to the spot of thefireto follow
up the ongoing rescue efforts, said the
cause of the mishap is still unknown, re-
ported the Egyptian MENA news agency.

The Egyptian capital has been hit by
severd fires recently.

Last September, at least six people
wereinjuredin afirethat gutted the main
hall of the Egyptian National Theater in
downtown Cairo.

On 19 Aug, 2008, afire broke out
in the building of the Egyptian Shura

Council (upper house of the parliament), | Firefighterstry to put out a big fire Saturday which broke out at a building in the
Ramsesstreet in downtown Cairo, capital of Egypt,on 14 March, 2009.—I NTERNET

also in downtown Cairo. —Internet
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China urges development of
second-hand markets

Belang, 15 March —
China's Minigtry of Com-
merce (MOC) has urged
local governments to pro-
mote development of sec-
ond-hand commodity mar-
kets to stimulate economic
growth and increase em-
ployment. The ministry
saidinarecent circular that
loca governments should
sriveto build abatch of big
second-hand commaodity
markets in large and me-
dium-sizecities.

It said the development
of second-hand markets
mesetsthecountry’ starget of
building a resource-saving
and eco-friendly society,
will help reinvigorate com-
pany inventories, meet con-
sumers demand, increase
job opportunities and raise
incomesof migrant workers
and laid-off workersin cit-
ies.

The circular required
local commerce adminis-
trations to take effective

measures to promote con-
struction of a second-hand
goodscirculation network,
in a bid to improve the
country’s consumption
structure. It required local
governmentsto standardize
management of big sec-
ond-hand markets and
make them competitive
globally. It also encouraged
home appliance companies
andlargeretallerstoengage
in second-hand commodity
trade—Xinhua

Brown says G20to
tackle“root causes’
of recession

Lonpon, 15 March —
British Prime Minister
Gordon Brown said here
on Saturday that the up-
coming G20 Summit in
London must be used to
tacklethe* root causes’ of
the global recession and
reshape financial regula-
tion around the world.

Speaking at a joint
press conference with vis-
iting German Chancellor
Angela Merkel in Down-
ing Street on Saturday,
Brown said the interna-
tional community was
building an agreement on
“the biggest fiscal stimu-
lus the world has ever
seen” as well as on the
shape of future fiscal and
monetary policy.—Xinhua
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Volunteers laugh during the foundation activity at the South Dock community
of Shanghai, east China on 13 March, 2009. A volunteer team for 2010
Shanghai World Expo, including over 1,200 people from all walks of life, was
founded at the community on Friday. — XiNHUA

Australian concertsraise 5 min AUD
for bushfire, flood victims

Sudanesedisplaced from Muhajiryawatch workersdrill
anewwd| for water at ZamZam|DPcampin Al Fasher,
northern Darfur, on 14 March, 2009.—INTERNET

SvpNEY, 15 March —
The Sound Relief concerts
held Saturday night in both
Sydney and Melbourne
have raised more than 5
million Australian dollars
(3.2millionUSdollars) for
thevictimsof theVictorian
bushfires and the
Queendland floods, con-
certs organizers said on
Sunday.

A spokeswoman for
promoter Michael
Gudinski said the 80,000
who braved theheavy rain
to attend the show at the

Melbourne Cricket
Ground (MCG) made his-
tory as being the single-
biggest paying audience
ever at an Australian con-
cert event.

All themoney raised at
the MCG will go to help-
ing thosewho survived the
devastating on 7 Feb
bushfireswhilethe money
raised at the Sydney
Cricket Ground concert
will besplit 50-50 between
the bushfire victims and
those hit by the floods in
Queendand.

“Thetwin Sound Relief
charity concerts managed
tosurpassall thehypeand
anticipation to deliver a
day and evening overflow-
ing with unforgettable
moments,” Australian As-
sociated Press quoted the
spokeswoman as said.

During the concerts, a
minute's silence was ob-
served at both venues in
memory of Victorian and
Queendand communities
devastated by the recent
natural disasters.

Xinhua

Small plane crashes near

L osAngeles, two killed
Los ANGELES, 15 March — Authorities said they

Kidnapped foreign aid workers
arrivein Khartoum

KnarTouM, 15 March — Three foreign aid work-
ers with the Belgian branch of the Medecins Sans
Frontieres (MSF) who were kidnapped in Sudan’s
Darfur region arrived in Khartoum on Saturday
evening.

Osman Mohammed Yousef Kiber, governor of
North Darfur State, told reporters at the Khartoum
Airport that the hostages — an Italian, a French
and a Canadian — were released earlier Satur-
day after negotiations with local government of-
ficials.

The governor who accompanied the hostages said
the armed men who kidnapped the three at aworking
site of M SF at the Saraf Umraareain North Darfur on
Wednesday night identified themselvesas*“a-Bashir’'s
eagles.”

Thekidnappersal so claimed that the abduction was
aimed to protest against an arrest warrant issued by
the International Criminal Court (ICC) against
Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir, the Sudanese of -
ficia said.

All itemsfrom Xinhua NewsAgeri(-:y-
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Colombian policemen
inspect the scenewhere
a police hedlicopter
crashed into a housein
Bogota on 13 March,
2009. The crash left four
peopleinjured, authori-
ties said.—XINHUA

believe two people werekilled in asmall plane crash
near Los Angeles on Saturday morning, when their
plane slammed into a hillside minutes after takeoff.

A single-engine Piper Cherokee took off from
Brackett Field en route to Mojave at 11:12 am local
time and crashed about three minutes|ater in Pomona,
about 40 kilometers east of Los Angels, according to
US Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) spokes-
man lan Gregor.—Xinhua

@ 18/8/6, 7:16 AM

Bomb blastsin
UCPN-M party office
in western Nepal

KATHMANDU, 15 March
— A bomb exploded in
the party office of the Uni-
fied Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist) at Surkhet
Road in Nepalgunj in
western Nepal Saturday
evening.

According to Sunday’s
myrepublica.com, the
blast hasdightly damaged
the office's shutter, said
Inspector of Police Pradip
DC. Thebombisbelieved
to be a socket bomb.

Earlier, a pressure
cooker bomb had ex-
ploded in the party of the
Nepali Congress at
Surkhet Road in
Nepalgunj inthemorning.
Jantantrik Tarai Mukti
Morcha has claimed re-
sponsibility for the blast,
some 365 km west of
Kathmandu, according to
the report.—Xinhua
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Four questioned over N Ireland
soldier killings

BeLFasT, 15 March—
PoliceinNorthernIreland
were questioning four
men on Sunday in con-
nection with the murder
of two soldiers, and
warned that hundreds of
dissidentswereaimingto
derail the province's
peace process.

Earlier on Saturday,
gangs of youths threw
petrol bombs at police
near Belfast after it was
revealed that aprominent

Men, some of them wearing masks, throw
stones at police officers close to where a leading
Irish Republican was arrested in connection with
the recent murders of two British soldiers, in
Lurgan, Northern Ireland, on 14 March,

republican wasamong the
group arrested.

Of thefour being ques-
tioned over the shooting of
thesoldiersat Massereene
Barracksin Antrim, north-
west of Belfast, oneman's
age was not revealed,
while the reamining three
were 21, 32 and 41.

According to a police
source, the 41-year-old
was Colin Duffy, who has
distanced himself from
Republican party Sinn
Fein since it agreed to
share power with pro-Lon-

@ don unionists.
In the aftermath of his

youthsthrew stonesat po-
lice near Duffy’shomein
Lurgan, southwest of
Belfast, and petrol bombs
were later thrown at ve-

2009.—I NTERNET

hicles belonging to the
Police Service of North-
ern Ireland (PSNI), a po-
lice spokesman said.

I nter net
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Air Force Chief saysindia’s
“MiG-29s’ are safe

KoLkaTa, 15 March
— Chief of Air Staff, Air
Marsha Fali Homi Mgor,
Saturday assured that the
MiG-29 aircraft used by
thelndian Air Force(1AF)
were safe, amidst media
reports that Russia had
grounded a large number
of itsMiG-29fleet because
of structural defects.

“1 havereadthereport.
But you must understand
that MiG-29s are of
various series. | don’t
know the details of what
series of aircraft the
Russiansaretal kingabout.
Wehad carried out checks
with our aircraft and we

have no problem with
them,” Major told
newsmen here.

He said the induction
of new aircraftintothe Air
Force was going on
“wonderfully well” as per
schedule. “Weare getting
everything that we had
asked for. There is
government support and
things are falling in place
as per our plans.”

Asked to comment on
thecrash of theindigenous
Saras  aircraft near
Bangalore on March six,
Magjor saidanenquiry was
on and only after its
completion could it be
ascertained what went
wrong. “But you must
understand that this is a
devel opmentaircraft. Such
things do happen.”

MNA/PTI

New York, 15 March
—President  Barack
Obama’stask forceonthe
auto industry has hired a
bankruptcy lawyer to ad-
viseit onits options.

The task force hired
Matthew Feldman, apart-
ner in the business reor-
ganization and restructur-
ing department at New

Farr & Gallagher LLP, the
law firm said in a news
release onFriday.Feldman
will beadvising US Trea-
sury Secretary Timothy
Geithner and Lawrence
Summers, the director of
the National Economic
Council, on reorganiza-
tion efforts by auto manu-
facturers and suppliers,

US autostask force hires bankruptcy lawyer

statement.He will leave
the firm by the end of
March to start hisposition
in Washington, according
to Willkie.

A US Treasury official
aso confirmed Feldman's
hiring, adding this would
not changethetask force's
approach in restructuring
the auto industry.

Major flooding expected
thisspringin N Dakota

Farco, 15 March—Emergency management offi-
cials in Fargo and Grand Forks are ordering pumps,
topping off levees and planning dikes after forecast-
erspredicted record flooding this spring along the Red
River Basin. “The magnitude of the expected flood-
ing has not been seen in severa years,” the National
Weather Service said in a statement Friday. The re-
gion is still digging out from a blizzard earlier this
week that dumped 10 inches of snow in Fargo.

Gov John Hoeven issued a statewide disaster dec-
laration to help activate state resources and pave the
way for federal aid. Hesaid he hasasked for help from
the Army Corps of Engineers.

“Thisis not the March madness we had in mind,”
Fargo Mayor DennisWal aker said Friday, referring to
the possibility of record flooding as snow thaws in
the basin that includes eastern North Dakotaand north-

arrest, gangs of masked

York law firm Willkie

Willkie said in a

I nterent

western Minnesota.—I nternet

NeEws ALBUM

Whale shark saved in
Philippines, may be
smallest

Activists in the Philippines have
rescued what they believemight bethe
smallest offspring of the world's
biggest fish — awhale shark the size
of a forearm, a conservation group
said Tuesday.

The World Wide Fund for Nature
said maritime officialsand activistsin
Pilar town in the eastern Philippines
rescued the 15-inch-long whale shark
lastweek andrel easeditindeepwaters.
Its tail was tied to a small rope on a
beach.

The group called it “arguably the
smallestlivingwhaleshark inrecorded
history.”

WWEF said thediscovery isthefirst
ever indication that this coastline may
be their birthing ground. The group
has encountered very few baby whale
sharks and can only compare the size
of itsnew discovery to embryosfound
in a dead female in 1996 — which
measured 14.6 to 18.9 inches,
according to Elson Aca, project
manager for the WWF whale shark
tracking project.

In this handout photo released by the
World Wide Fund for Nature-
Philippines a 15-inch (38 centimetre)
baby whale shark swims in a basin
Friday after it wasfound in the waters
off Pilar in eastern Philippines. WWF-
Philippines, maritime officials and
activists rescued the baby whale shark
whosetail wastied to asmall ropeon a
beach. WWF says the discovery is the
first ever indication that this coastline
may be their birthing ground. It was
released in deep waters.

Bull rider Austin Meier of Kinta, OK is

rammed by his bull Rowdy Houdlum

during the championship ride portion

of day three of the Professional Bull

Ridersevent at the Scottrade Center in
St Louis.

M obile phones banned

from schools

The Centrd Adan state of Tgjikistan
on Tuesday banned mobile phones from
al schools and universities in a bid to
boost education.

“Thismeasure hasbeen takenin order
to improve the quality of teaching at
schools,” deputy Dodikhudo Saimutdinov
said after avotein parliament.

Offenders, including those who
carry phoneswithout using them, will
be fined.

Although Tajikistan is considered
Central Asid spoorest nation, 3.2 million
out of 7 million Tgjiks use mobiles.

Presidentlmomali Rekhmonhasearlier
introduced uniforms at schools and
universitiesandbarredstudentsfromgoing
to schoolsin their own cars.

Japanesejob seeking studentsclimb up
12,388 foot Mount Fuji in Fujinomiya,
west of Tokyo on 23 August, 2005 to
takepartinajobinterview. Theinterview
washeldatopJapan’ shighestmountain
to make sure new employees have what
it takesto scalethe heights of business,
the company said. 11 applicants out of
20 succeeded to reach the peak on
Wednesdaytotry out for theinterviewto
get one of the four jobson offer.

USgirl survives 23-hour,

A seven-year-old US girl, who has
six of her organs removed by doctorsin
order to take a cancerous tumor out of
her abdomen, has been discharged from
hospital, according to US mediareports
on Wednesday.

Heather McNamara, from Long Is-
land, New York, underwent a 23-hour
operation involving three different care-
fully coordinated surgical teamsat New
York Presbyterian Hospital four weeks

ago.

6-organ-removal surgery

“Her tumor had been called inoper-
able and surgery wasthought to beim-
possible,” Dr Herbert Pardes, the presi-
dent of the hospital said at anews con-
ference.

Lead surgeon Dr Tomoaki Kato
said the tumor was in the abdomen
and pancreas and tangled with two
major blood vessels. “Shewasreally
sick, she had fluid in the belly,” Kato
said. “ Shewasat risk of major bleed-

ing.”
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Summer paddy, sunflower thriving
INn Maungtaw Township
N C Article & Photos: Reporter Singu Soe Win ]ﬂ
(frompage 1) At 12 noon, we After visiting 57
Itisworthy of praise | arrived at Aungsitpyin | summer paddy plantations

for the successful
cultivation of summer
paddy and cold season
crops in Maungtaw
region surrounded by
seawater. On our way to
Kyeinchaung Village, |
took photographs on the
lushandthriving Y adana
Aung strain summer
paddy plantation on 27
acres of land.

The chairman of
Township PDC and
members of the
Agricultural Supervisory
Committeesaidthat they
made field trips to the

villagesfour daysaweek
and provided fertilizers
and agricultural methods
to the local farmers.
We saw thriving
sunflower plantations at
every village. The road
from Kyeeganbyin to
Kyeinchaung Villageisa
tarred road section plus
gravel road section. | had
visited Kyeinchaung
Village five times from
1996 to 2001. Thanksto
concerted efforts of the
Township Development
Affairs Committee, the
Kyeinchaung-Maung-
taw Road can be used in
all seasons. Relying on
the road, village-tracts
and other villages are
enjoying fruits of
development in
education, social and
€conomic sectors.

Village. Chairman of
Township PDC U Khin
Maung Tun explained
cultivation of sunflower
to provide assistance for
the staff of his office
(General Administration
Department) and for
boosting production of
edible oil.

“Our GAD grows130
acres of sunflower for
providing K 3,000for one
vissof sunflower oil tothe
staff. There are over 100
staff. Thesunflower plants
are grown on the landsin
109 villages with a view

at Gyitchaung Villagenear
Kyeinchaung Village, the
Chairman of Township
PDC and party explained
to me cultivation of paddy
plantation with the use of
water pumped from the
creek.

Head of Township
Irrigation Department U
Khin Zaw said, “Our
Township grew 5,258
acres of summer paddy.
By spending the funds of
Township GAD,
Gawrakhali, Meetaik,
Myawtaung and
Thechaung Dams were

Photo shows sweet water-melon at a shed.

to enabling the local
people to understand

methods. Togetthecorrect
cultivation methods, the
farmers from Pyawbwe
Township from Mandalay
Division were invited to
demongtratethecultivation
of sunflower as the
practica work,” said the
chairman of the Township
PDC. Next, the chairman
and the agricultural
supervisory committee
members conducted me
round the thriving
sunflower plantation.
Sunflower plants are
thriving on 2,569 acres—
130 acres cultivated by
Maungtaw Township
PDC, 1,629 acreshy local
growers and 800 acres
under supervision of the
Township PDC.

“To get the correct cultivation methods, the farmers from Pyawbwe
Township in Mandalay Division wereinvited to demonstrate the
cultivation of sunflower asthe practical work.”

U Khin Maung Tun, Chairman of Township Peace and

constructed, and the| Mawrawady and
Irrigation Department | Tharaykonbaung Dams.
sunflower cultivation ' built 17 dams including' Some of them are for the Land RecordsDepartment

Development Council.

purpose of supplying
drinking water.”

“Qur Township put
5,229 acres of summer
paddy against the target
of 5,000 acres in 2007-
2008. Thepaddy yieldwas
76.91 basketsper acre. To
boost paddy production,
Rakhine State Peace and
Development Council
distributedfertilizersatthe
fair prices to the local
farmers. Moreover, atotal
of 11,133 acres of edible
oil crops, 23,589 acres of
beansand pulsesand 7,902
acres of kitchen crops
were planted in the
township,” Head of
Township Settlement and

U Hla Tun Pru added.

Furthermore, Town-
ship Manager U Thein
Wai of Myanma
Agriculture Service
explained the prices of
vegetables and kitchen
crops.

During the tour |
visited villages one after
another. Despite
tiredness, | was really
pleased with the
concerted efforts of the
staff to supply water for
agricultural purpose and
for boosting production
of paddy and other crops.

Trandation: TTA

Myanma Alin:

13-3-2009

*kkkkkk*k

Thriving 57-acre summer paddy plantation seen near Gyitchaung Village of Maungtaw
Township.
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Proper flow of drainage...

(from page 1)

Next, the commander and party gaveinstructions
and viewed preventive measuresfor denguefever and
cholerabeing collectively carried out by departmental
personnel, membersof social organizations, educative
talks on hedlth care, proper flow of drainage and
sanitation tasks in Mingala Taungnyunt Township.

Similarly, the commander and party viewed
preventive measures for dengue fever and cholera
being collectively carried out by departmental
personnel, membersof social organizations, educative
talks on hedth care, proper flow of drainage and
sanitation tasks in Ahlon Township.

MNA

Commander Brig-Gen Win Myint and Mayor
Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin inspect sanitation
worksin Mingala Taungnyunt Township.
MNA

Staff urged to place special emphasison
timely completion of tasks

Nay Pyi Taw, 15
March—The Ministry of
Construction held awork
coordinationmeetingatits
office, here, on 12 and 13
March, attended by
Minister for Construction
Maj-Gen Khin Maung
Myint, Deputy Ministers
U Tint Sweand Brig-Gen
Myint Thein, depart-
mental headsandofficials.

First, the minister
delivered an address on
the occasion.

Superintending en-
gineers of States and

Divisions and engineers-
in-charge of 16 road
construction special
groups, nine road project
special groups, 16 bridge
special groups, three
airport special groupsand
six building special
groups presented the
reportsontheir respective
sectors.

Managing Director U
KhinMaungHseof Public
Works and Director-
Genera U Aung Win of
the Department for
Human Settlement and

Housing Development
submitted the reports on
respective departments.

Deputy Minister Brig-
Gen Myint Thein gave a
supplementary report on
office work, and Deputy
Minister U Tint Swe, road
works.

Beforeconcludingthe
meeting, the minister
instructed them to place
special emphasis on
timely completion of the
tasks meeting set
standards.

MNA

SportsMinister openshockey tournament

Y aNGoN, 15March—
The sixth Myanmar
Olympic Committee
Chairman’s Cup Hockey
tournament for men was
held at Theinbyu hockey

pitch here today. at the opening of the
Chairman of | tournament.
Myanmar Olympic A total of 12 teams

Committee Minister for
Sports Brig-Gen Thura

are participating in the
competition which will

AyeMyint madeaspeech | last till 4 April.—MNA

Tiny brain region key to fear of rivalsand predators

A piece of the brain's hypothalamus (shown in
middle of the above model) iskey to animals' fear
of territorial rivals and predators, according to a
new study. Without it, animals lose all sense of
caution.

SAcCrRAMENTO, 15
March — Mice losetheir
fear of territoria rivas
when atiny piece of their
brainisneutralized, anew
study reports.

Thestudy addstoevi-
dencethat primal fear re-
sponsesdo not depend on

the amygdala — long a
favored region of fear re-
searchers — but on an ob-
scure corner of the prime-
val brain.

A group of
neuroscientists led by
Larry Swanson of theUni-
versity of Southern Cali-

fornia studied the brain
activity of rats and mice
exposedtocats, ortorival
rodents defending their
territory.

Both experiencesac-
tivated neuronsinthedor-
sal premammillary nu-
cleus, part of an ancient
brain region called the
hypothalamus.

Swanson'sgroupthen
made tiny lesions in the
same area. Those rodents
behaved far differently.

“These animals are
not afraid of a predator,”
Swansonsaid. “ It'salmost
likethey go up and shake
hands with a predator.”

Lost fear of cats in
rodents with such lesions
has been observed before.
More important for stud-
ies of socia interaction,
the study replicated the
finding for male rats that
wandered into another
mal e'sterritory.—Internet

‘ 16-3-09 NL 8

Franchise branch of Popular Bookstore at East Point Shopping

Shin Bwe Yan
TV
retransmission
station starts
daily programme

Y ANGON, 15
March — Under the
extension of Myanma
Radio and Television
broadcasting pro-
gramme, Shin Bwe Yan
TV retransmission station
of Kachin State has
broadcast daily pro-
agrammeof MRTV atfull
capacity as from 12
March.—MNA

@ 18/8/6, 7:16 AM

Center.—mMNA

Franchise branch of
Popular Bookstore opened

Y ANGON, 15 M arch—TheFranchisebranch of
Popular Bookstoreof Popular HoldingsL td“ Popular”
of Singapore and City Mart Holdings Co Ltd was
opened at East Point Shopping Center in Pazundaung
Township today.

Variousitemsof officeand school stationery,
books on English and teaching aid for syllabus of
Singapore are available at Popular Bookstore.
Moreover, textbooksfor studentsof all grades, exercise
books and other reference books can be bought at the
store.

For further information contact Popular
Bookstore, No. 210, East Point Shopping Center,
Pazundaung Township, Tel: 01-394213 (extension-
210 and 211).

MNA
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Chairman of Mandalay City Development Committee Mayor Brig-Gen Phone Zaw Han views a
firedrill practised by the staff at the committee office— mcbpc

Y ANGON, 15 March — Chairman of Mandalay
City Development CommitteeMayor Brig-Gen Phone
Zaw Hanviewed afiredrill practised by the staff at the
committee office on 20 February morning.

Firehydrantshavebeeninstalled at 14 offices
such asthe committee office, revenue department, the
city hall, the information and public relations
departmentin caseof fireat theM CDC office. Thefire

drill was practised together with officials of Mandalay
Division Fire Brigade. Next, the mayor stressed the
need for all the staff membersto practisefiredrillsin
times of emergency.

MCDC haskept two 25-horse-powered pumps
and built two 9000-gallon tanks for fire emergency
Cases.

NLM

Objectives of the
64" Anniversary
Armed Forces Day

1. Towork hardtogether withthepeopleto
accomplish the State’s seven-step Road
Map in building a peaceful, modern and
developed nation

2. To uphold Our Three Main National
Causes as the national policy at risk to
life

3. Tocrush,incooperationwiththepeople,
inter nal and exter nal subver siveelements
that are disrupting stability, peace and
development of the nation

4. To build astrong and patriotic modern
Tatmadaw capable of safeguarding the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of

the nation

Strong wind war ning

Nay Pvi Taw, 15 March—Daytime
temperatures are going to be high significantly in all
partsof thecountry fromnow toMay. Frequent squalls
can occur during therain cloudsin the afternoons and
evenings. Surface wind speed in squall may reach 35
to 40 mph.

Due to storm winds, rain may be widespread
in some places with isolated heavy rains.—MNA

Discovery of protection
against cell division failures

Thiscell ishaving difficultiesin cell division. A
chromosome bridge remains between the newly
formed cell nuclei.

ZuricH, 15 March — ETH researchers have
described the causes for division errors of human
tissue cells and how the cells protect themselves
against these.

The human body is made up of billions of cells
which constantly divide, even in adults. Thisis how
tissuesarerenewed and any damagesrepaired. Normal
cell divisionfollowsafixed pattern: thechromosomes
inacell are duplicated and then redistributed so that
two identical chromosome clusters are generated. A
cleavage furrow then ingresses between the two
chromosome clusters, which then form distinct cell
nuclei. The cleavage furrow deepens and finally
completely separatestheorigina cell intotwodaughter
cells. Both contain their own cell nucleus.

However, Daniel Gerlich, professor at thelnstitute
for Biochemistry at ETH Zrich, and his group are
interested in the caseswhen something goeswrongin
thecell division process. Sometimesthecell beginsto
divide, formstwo cell nuclei, but cannot completethe
division process. In these cases, the cleavage furrow
regresses and the cell does not divide. This creates a
(cell with two nuclel. —Internet

Ninth warmest February for globe

AsHeviLLE, 15 March— The combined global
land and ocean surface average temperature for
February 2009 wasthe ninth warmest sincerecords
began in 1880, according to an analysis by
NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center in
Asheville, N.C.

Theanalysesin NCDC’ sglobal reports are based
on preliminary data, which are subject to revision.
Additional quality control is applied to the datawhen
later reportsarereceived several weeksafter theend of
themonth and asincreased scientific methodsimprove
NCDC's processing algorithms.

The combined globa land and ocean surface
temperature for February was 54.80 degrees F, 0.90
degree F abovethe 20th century mean of 53.9 degrees
F, ranking as the ninth warmest on record.

Separately, the global land surface temperature
was 39.38 degrees F, 1.58 degrees F above the 20th

~N

Melting snowman. The combined global land and
ocean surface average temperature for February
2009 was the ninth warmest since records began
in 1880.
century mean of 37.8 degreesF.

The global ocean surface temperature of 61.25
degreesF ranked aseighth warmest on record and was
0.65 degree F above the 20th century mean of 60.6
degreesF.

I nter net

‘Theunexpected outcome’
key to human learning

Science DaiLy, 15 March — The human brain’s
sensitivity tounexpected outcomesplaysafundamental
role in the ability to adapt and learn new behaviors,
accordingtoanew study by ateam of psychol ogistsand
neuroscientists from the University of Pennsylvania.

Using a computer-based card game and
microelectrodes to observe neurona activity of the
brain, the Pennstudy, published 13Marchinthejournal
Science, suggeststhat neuronsin the human substantia
nigra, or SN, play acentra roleinreward-basedlearning,
modul ating |earning based on the discrepancy between
the expected and the realized outcome.

“This is the first study to directly record neural
activity underlying this learning process in humans,
confirming the hypothesized role of the basal ganglia,
which includes the SN, in models of reinforcement
including learning, addiction and other disorders
involving reward-seeking behavior,” said lead author

Kareem Zaghloul, postdoctoral fellow inneurosurgery
at Penn’s School off Medicine. “By responding to
unexpected financial rewards, these cells encode
information that seemsto hel p participants maximize
reward in the probabilistic learning task.” —Internet

The human brain’s sensitivity to unexpected
outcomes plays a fundamental role in the ability
to adapt and learn new behaviors.

J
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Developing Kyonmange facilitated with better transportation
Article & Photos: Arkar Kyaw
(from page 16) by buswithin five hours.” tranceto Kyonmange, the | day, we left there. uplifting the socio-eco-
Local resident U Kyi We proceeded to Kyonmange-Y angonMo- Kyonmange is a vil- | nomic standard of thelo-
Lwintold us, “Thelocal | Mauchaung Village to tor Road and Kyonmange | |age-tract. As a result of | cal people.
peopleareconvenientin | observe thriving summer microwave station. better transportationfacil- Hk ko
travelling from | paddy plantation. Wetook We spent a night in | ity, the region gains al- |  Trandation: TTA
Kyonmange to Yangon | photos on pumping of Kyonmange. In early | round development. The |  Kyemon: 14-3-2009
morning the following | regional development is *okkkok ok
“Dueto facilitating
better transportation,
Kyonmange gains
development momen-
tum.”

U Kyi Khin, Chairman

of Kyonmange Village

PDC.

water to summer paddy

Ayeyawady Thar ExpressBusseen onroad | figidsof farmer UHIaTun, | Water being pumped into summer paddy plantation of farmer U Hla
. from Kyonmange to Yangon. the signboard at the en- Tun in Mauchaung Village. )

" Your looks, creditworthiness
may go hand in hand

New research
suggeststhat a
person’s appearance
may play arolein
whether they are
deemed trustworthy
by financial lenders.

ScienceDaILy, 15 March — New research
suggeststhat aperson’ sappearancemay play arolein
whether they are deemed trustworthy by financial
lenders. The study issummarized in aworking paper
by Jefferson Duarte at Rice University’s Jones
Graduate School of Management and Stephan Siegel
and Lance Young, both of the University of
Washington.

The paper, “Trust and Credit,” found that
borrowersonthepeer-to-peer lending siteProsper.com
who are perceived as trustworthy are more likely to
have their loan requests granted.

The research revealed that a seemingly
untrustworthy person must promiseto pay aninterest
rate almost 2 percent higher than those deemed
trustworthy to have the same chance of getting a
loan.

“We found that people take into account
someone’ sappearancewhen engagingincommercial
transactions -- even in situations where a lot of
information about the partiesinvolved is available,”
said Duarte, visiting associate professor in
management at Rice.

Using Prosper.com loan data

Duarte and his colleagues looked at 6,821 [oan
applications submitted to the popular online peer-to-
peer lending site Prosper.com, where people seeking
loans are matched up with people willing to lend

(_money. —Internet

Silica algae reveal how ecosystems

react to climate changes

StockHoLm, 15 March — A newly published
dissertation by Linda Ampel from the Department of
Physical Geography and Quaternary Geology at
Stockholm University in Sweden examined how rapid
climatechangesduringthemost recenticeageaffected
ecosystemsin an areain continental Europe.

Rapid and extensive climate changes have taken
place on several occasions in the past.[JFor example,
thelatesticeage(lastingfromabout 115,000t0 11,500
yearsago) ischaracterized by several rapidanddramatic
climate swings. These swings recurred in cycles of
roughly 1,500 years and were originally discovered
through studies of ice cores from Greenland in the
early 1990s.

These cycles started with an extremely rapid rise
intemperatures, over just afew yearsor decades, of as
much as 8-160 C over Greenland.

LindaAmpel studied how theserapidcyclesinthe
climate affected ecosystemsin an areain continental
Europe. The study was based on analyses of sediment
cores from an overgrown lake named Les Echets in
eastern France and focuses on atimeinterval between
40,000 and 16,000 ago.

Internet

Cyclotella, afossil silica algae.

| nstant control for laser welding\

An innovative control

system adapts the laser

output instantly to the
welding situation.

Bonn, 15March—Car
doors are usually
assembled from several
sections of sheet metal
which arewelded together
by laser. The laser beam
moves over the dightly
overlapping sheets and
melts them in a spot
measuring severa tenths
of amillimeter, producing
asocaledfull penetration
holethat closesagainwhen
the laser beam moves on.

Itismostimportantfor
the laser output power to
beset correctly —if itistoo
low the strength of the
welding connection is
reduced becauseit doesnot
extend over the full cross
section of themetal sheets,
if it is too high the laser
cuts right through them.

Until now welders

havegaugedtheright laser
output by trial and error
and then kept it constant.

A complicatingfactor
exists, however,inthatthe
protectiveglassgetsdirty
after awhile and letsless
laser light through onto
the metal. If this happens
earlier than usual, hours
can pass before it is
noticed and the metal
sheetsmay not beproperly
welded. Today, welding
processes are only
monitored without
adjustment of the laser
power because the
achievalble frame rate of
about thousand eval uated
images per second is not
sufficient. For a closed
loop control, frame rates
of morethan 10 kilohertz
— equivaent to 10,000
images per second — are
needed for a robust
surveillanceof therapidly
moving full penetration
hole.

Researchers at the
Fraunhofer Institute for
Physical Measurement
Techniques IPM in
Freiburg have now
developed a control
system for laser welding
processes which adapts
the output to the given
situation.

Internet
Y
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Sri Lankan govt slams
UN human rights accusations

CoLomBo, 15 March — The Sri
Lankan Government here Saturday
dammed assertions by the chief of the
UN Human Rights body that the
government along with Tamil Tiger
rebels may have committed war crimes
in the present military clashes.

“We are disappointed and dismayed
over the unprofessional statement,”
Minister of Human Rights Mahinda
Samarasinghetoldreporters. Navi Pillay,
theUnited NationsHigh Commissioner
for Human Rights on Friday called for
suspension of fighting in Sri Lanka's
northtoletupto180,000civiliansescape
thebattlezoneintheMullaittivuDigtrict.

“Her figures are based on so called

reliable claims based on substantiated
clams,” Samarasinghe stressed, adding
that Pillay’s statement tended to
substantiated claims by pro-Liberation
Tigersof Tamil Eedlam (LTTE) websites.
The government maintains some 40,000
out of 120,000 trapped civilians have
already |eft the battle zone and arrived in
government controlled areas.

Pillay had warned that loss of lifemay
reach catastrophic levels and accused the
government of repeatedly shelling the
government designated "no-fire" zones
for civilians and also cited reports that
Separatist guerillaswere holding civilians
as human shields and had shot some as
they tried to flee—MNA/Xinhua

[T [T |
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Picture taken on
14 March, 2009
shows a
construction site of
the Sanmen
Nuclear Power
Project (NPP) in
east China’s
Zhgjiang Province.
Thefirst phase of
the Sanmen NPP is
now ready for
startup.

INTERNET

Burkina Faso;
16 dead in
canoe accident

Quacaboucou, 15
March — Burkina Faso —
An overloaded canoe cap-
sized on a reservoir in
Burkina Faso, killing 16
women and children, state
radio reported Sunday.

The accident occurred
Saturday in the village of
Toesse, about 100 miles
(160 kilometers) north of
the capital, Ouagadou-
gou.

Villagers were cross-
ing thereservoir to attend
a funeral, the radio said,
blaming overcrowding on

A Miami police crime scene investigator photographs the house where a man
shot himself and set the house on fire after shooting four others at a family
gathering at another location early on 15March, 2009 in Miami.—INTERNET

Man killsfour at gathering
In Miami, then kills self

Miawmi, 15 March— A man shot four peopleto death
at a family gathering early Sunday, then went home
and killed himself, police said.

The man may have been upset because hiswife had
left him, according to a sergeant with the Miami Po-
lice Department’s homicide division.

Officers got a call shortly after midnight that nu-
merous shots had been fired and a red pickup truck
had been spotted leaving the scene. They arrived and
found four bodies.

Soon after, someone called 911 to say a building
about three miles away was on fire and more shots
had been heard. That's where they found the alleged
gunman dead.

Janseen Almodovar, who lives across the street,
rushed outside when he heard people screaming and
honking. He said the entire building and a truck out
front were in flames.—Internet

the boat.

The 16 bodieswerere-
covered by authorities.
Five people survived, the
radio said.

KuaLa Lumpur, 15

Brunel to multiply rice production

for higher self-sufficiency

The Brunei Minigtry of

Small wooden canoes
are a common means of
transport in Africa, and
are frequently danger-
ously overloaded with
passengers and goods.

I nternet

March — Brunei is ex-
pected to multiply its rice
production in the coming
years in a bid to increase
itsrice self-sufficiency, ac-
cording to Brunei newspa-
pers on Sunday.

HK Gov't House attracts thousands of

visitorsin blooming azalea

Hone Kong, 15 March— Thousands of Hong Kong
citizens and touriststook atour in the Government House
of Hong Kong Specid Adminigrative Region (HKSAR)
on Sunday, strolling around the blooming garden in the
azdea season. The Government House was open to the
public on Sunday from 10 am to 5 pm Prominent among
the lavish garden of lawns, trees and shrubs are the multi-
colored azaless, origindly plantedin 1919, that bloom ev-
ery spring. Apart from taking astroll in the blooming gar-
den, vigtors are dso welcome to see the Drawing Room
and Dining Room where the Chief Executive holds im-
portant officid functions and receives dignitaries.

Industry and Primary Re-
sources has identified an
additional 4,906 hectaresof
agricultural land in Bdlait
and Brunei-Muara, two of
thetota four districtsinthe
country, to meet the target
of raising rice self-suffi-
ciency rate. Brunei cur-
rently produced 982.9 tons
of rice a year, merely 3.2
percent of the country’sto-
tal rice consumption.

The ministry has been
set toenhancetherateto 20
percent (about 6,000tonsa
year) by 2010, and 60 per-
cent (about 18,000 tons) at
the end of 2015.

Brunei currently has
1,354 hectares of agricul-
tura land inits 27 agricul-
tural development areas,
Brunei Industry and Pri-
mary Resources Minister
Yahya Begawan Mudim
sad.

Brune will achievethe
targets mainly through im-
provements to infrastruc-
ture in the exigting fields,
use of high-yielding seeds
that can be harvested bian-
nually, and enforcement of
training on farmers,
Mudim said at the second
day of the fifth sesson of
Brune’s State Legidative
Council —Internet

Village official killed, 5 wounded

in grenade attack in S Philippines
Cotasato (Philippines), 15 March— A grenade at-

The Government House is open to the public twice a
year, drawing thousands of visitors every time, agovern-
ment spokesman said.—Internet
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tack killed a village officia and wounded five other
civilians Sunday night in the restive southern Philip-
pines, an Army official said.—Internet

18/8/6, 7:17 AM

*

A girl of the indigenous Limbu ethnic group from
Nepal'sfar east Taplejung district attend a Taplgjung
cultural showin Kathmandu, Nepal, 14 March, 2009.
Ethnic groups of the Taplejung district organized a
two-day ethnic cultural show in Kathmandu to pro-
motethecultural tourismin Taplejung and the pres-
ervation of their unique cultures.—INTERNET

®
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A part of Yemen'’s second liquid natural gas plant is seen under construction
in the coastal area of Balhaf, southeast of the capital Saana . Yemen, one of
the poorest countries on Earth despite its proximity to oil powerhouse Saudi
Arabia, hopesto join theinternational club of gas exportersthisyear — and
reap a desperately needed multi-billion dollar windfall. —INTERNET

[T [T |

China’'s advertising revenue
reaches $27.78 bln in 2008

Beuing, 15 March—China s advertisement sector generated 189.96 billion
yuan (27.78 billion US dollars) of revenue in 2008, up 9.11 percent over the
previous year, Chind' s State Administration for Industry and Commerce (SAIC)

said Sunday.

Therevenuefrom TV commercialsreached 50.15 billion yuan, an increase of
13.22 percent over the previousyear. It accounted for26.4 percent of thetotal, the

largest share of the market.

Income from newspaper advertisements rose 6.36 percent from ayear ago to
34.27billionyuanin2008. Thenumber of forei gn-funded adverti sement companies
in China soared 27.73 percent from the previous year to 737 by the end of 2008,
whichaccounted for 0.4 percent of thetotal advertisement firmsacrossthe country,
according to the SAIC.—Internet

‘Juliet’ balcony to host weddings

Rome, 15 March—The
bal cony where, according
to William Shakespeare,
Romeo wooed Juliet, isto
be made available for
weddings. Theauthorities
in the Italian city of
Verona — setting for the
tale of the two lovers —
say they want to foster its
image as a centre for ro-
mance. The Casa Di
Giulietta (house of Juliet)

At least 22 killed or
injuredinroad

accident in Vietnam

Hanol, 15 March—A
touring coach accident in
the south-cental coastal
province Binh Thuan of
Vietnam caused at least 22
people died or injured in-
cluding some Russian
tourists, the Vietnamese
online newspaper
Vietnamnet reported on
Saturday.

There were eight tour-
ists died on the spot and
another three died on the
way to hospital in the ac-
cident earlier Saturday.
Thevictimshave not been
identified so far, said the
report.

According to Nguyen
Ba Hy, director of Lam
Dong hospital in another
Central Highlands Lam
Dong Province, there
were 15 people from the
accident taken to his hos-
pital. Of whom, only the
driver was a Vietnamese
and the rest were Russian
tourists.

MNA/Xinhua
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isin the heart of Verona.

Folkloresuggestsit was
once the home of the
Cappello family — possi-
bly the model for the
Capuletsin Shakespeare's
fictional play, Romeo and
Juliet. Although some his-
torians say there is scant
evidence to back this up,
the balcony on the 14th
century buildingisdtill one
of the city’s most popular
tourist destinations.

From next month, you
will be ableto hireit asa
venue for weddings. But
before you rush to this

most romantic of settings
consider the price-- up to
$1,300 (£930) for non Eu-
ropean Union residents.
Officias say they want to
enhance the city’s image
as the perfect place for
love and marriage.

But remember two
things: first, that Italian
health and safety lawsare
likely to prevent modern
day Romeos from climb-
ing up the balcony to woo
their brides; and second,
that Shakespeare’'s im-
mortal work endsin trag-
edy.—Internet

Six hurt at America’'s Next Top
M odel audition

New York, 15 March
—Six women have been
hurt in a“stampede”’ out-
sidean auditionfor hit TV
show America's Next Top
Model. Chaos erupted in
the street as thousands of
hopefuls waited in line in
New York.

Two women and aman
have been arrested on
charges of inciting to riot
and disorderly conduct, a
police official said. Panic
spread after acar belching
smoke pulled up alongside
the queue and someone
shouted “fire”, according
to local mediareports.

A man then allegedly
leapt from acar and began
grabbing at the hopefuls

Teen ‘burglar
NotTinGHAM, 15 March
—Police are piecing to-
gether the events that led
to a 17-year-old burglar
being stabbed to death af -
ter he was caught alleg-
edly breaking into a
house. The boy is be-
lieved to have been with
two other teenagers when
he reportedly forced his
way in to the semi-de-
tached house in Old
Basford, Nottingham.
The exact circum-
stances of what happened
next are not clear but itis
understood the teenager
was then confronted by a

stabbed todeath in break-in

man at the property. De-
tectives are questioning a
man in his early 20s. A
second man, also in his
20s, isunder arrest in con-
nection with the death,
and two youths are also
being quizzed.
Nottinghamshire Po-
lice said they were called
tothe housein Heathfield
Road on Friday afternoon

after reports of a distur-
bance. Paramedicstried to
save the teenager but he
died later at the Queen's
Medical Centre, police
said. The glass patio door
which leadson to the back
garden of the house had
been smashed.It is under-
stood a Jamaican couple
live at the property.
Internet

bags. Some of the women
had waited all night to au-
dition for the show, which
is presented by former
supermodel Tyra Banks.
Six received medical
treatment after feeling
faint. It is believed two
have been taken to hospi-
tal. Some of the women
fled in the panic, leaving
the street littered with
clothes, shoes, sleeping

bags and chairs.

Police called a halt to
the audition which was
being held in a Manhat-
tan hotel. But the rest
were furiousthe audition
had been axed and re-
fused to leave.Further
America’'s Next Top
Model auditions are ex-
pected to be held in Chi-
cago, Dallasand LosAn-
geles.—Internet

Hopefuls wait for answers at the America’s Next
Top Model audition in New York.—INTERNET

20th arson of the year
In Patown

CoaTes ViLLE, 15
March—A Pennsylvania
town west of Philadelphia
was hit by its 20th arson
fire of the year early Sat-
urday, officials said.

The fire, which gutted

A quake reading on a
seismograph. A moder-
ate5.0-magnitude earth-
quake struck off the
coast of New Zealand on
Sunday, geologists said,
but therewerenoreports
of casualties or
damage.—INTERNET

*

18/8/6, 7:17 AM

two houses, was the first
in Coatesville since 22
Feb, when severa buses
were set afire, The Phila-
delphialnquirer reported.
Seven arson fires have
been reported this year
near Coatesville, but out-

side the city limits.
Roger Barlow, 20, of
Downingtown — who
was arrested in mid-Feb-
ruary and charged with
nine of the Coatesville ar-
sons — was ordered held
for trial Friday. Another
five adults and one juve-
nile are suspected of being
involved in arson.Arsons
were also frequent last
year. In the most serious
fire, 25 Jan, a single fire
swept through 15 houses.
Internet
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NASA hopeful repairswill permit Sun-

Cape CANAVERAL, 15
March—NASA isunsure
what caused the hydro-
gen gas leak that pre-
vented space shuttle Dis-
covery from flying, but
none-thelesswill attempt
another launch on Sun-
day.

Shuttle managers are
hopeful that repairs at the
launch pad have solved
the problem.There's “a
potential risk” that the
leak will recur, said Mike
Moses, chairman of the
mission management
team.

That would mean yet
another delay for the in-
ternational space station
construction mission,
which already is running
more than a month | ate.

“Wedid everything we
could, whichisto replace
al the hardware,” Moses

day launch

Workersrepair the US
Space Shuttle Discov-
ery asit sitson the
launch pad at Kennedy
Space Center in
Florida, on 13 March.
NASA will break with
protocol and try to
launch the shuttle on
Sunday even though it
has yet to uncover the
cause of a hydrogen
leak that delayed its
mission earlier in the
week.—I NTERNET

told reporters Saturday.
“Yeah, we'd like to have
that root cause, because
now you'd feel com-
fortable. But I'm still go-
ing to sleep just as good
tonight knowing that our
chancestomorrow are re-
aly good that we did lick
this problem.”

NASA has until Tues-
day to launch Dis-covery
before having to wait for
a Russian Soyuz rocket
that is set to blast off to
the space station 26
March.

The latest delay oc-
curred Wednesday, just
hours before liftoff, as
NASA was amost fin-
ished loading Dis-
covery’s external fuel
tank. Hydrogen gasbegan
leaking where avent line
hooks up to the tank.

Internet
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Council workersload bags of contaminated sand in Coolum, Queensland,
after up to 100 tonnes of fuel were spilled from the Hong Kong-flagged ship
Pacific Adventurer amid a storm early on 11 March. The operators of a ship

that spilled oil along the popular tourist beaches of northeast Australia misled
authorities about the extent of the disaster, the state government said Sun-
day.—INTERNET

Skeleton of Cleopatra’s murdered
sister identified

VIENNA, 15 March—
@“ Archeologists and foren-
sic experts believe they
have identified the
skeleton of Cleopatra’s
younger sister, murdered
more than 2,000 years
ago on the orders of the
Egyptian queen.

The remains of Prin-
cessArsinde, put to death
in 41BC on the orders of
Cleopatraand her Roman
lover Mark Antony to
eliminate her as a rival,
are the first relics of the
Ptolemaic dynasty to be
identified.

The breakthrough, by
an Austrian team, has
provided pointers to
Cleopatra strue ethnicity.
Scholars have long de-
bated whether she was
Greek or Macedonian
like her ancestor the
original Ptolemy, aMac-

edonian general who was
made ruler of Egypt by
Alexander the Great, or
whether she was north
African.

Evidence obtained by
studying the dimensions
of Arsinde's skull shows
she had some of the char-
acteristics of white Euro-
peans, ancient Egyptians
and black Africans,
indicating that Cleopatra
was probably of mixed
race, too. They were
daughters of Ptolemy XII
by different wives.

The results vindicate
the theories of Hilke
Thir of the Austrian
Academy of Sciences,
who has long claimed
that the skeleton was
Arsinde.

She described the dis-
covery of Arsinde's eth-
nicity as“areal sensation

which leads to a new in-
sight on Cleopatra's
family”.

Fellow experts are
now convinced. Gunther
Holbl, an authority onthe
Ptolemies, said the iden-
tification of the skeleton
was “agreat discovery”.

Internet

‘Kids shampoo contains dangerous chemicals

Popular childrens’ bath products
contain carcinogens, according to
the tests.—INTERNET

New York , 15 March — Popular
children’sbath products contain cancer-
causing chemicals, according to re-
search carried out in the United
States.An independent laboratory tested
arange of top-selling brands and found
many of them contained formaldehyde,
which is used to embalm corpses.

Out of the 28 products tested for for-
maldehydein the study, 23 contained it.
Studies have linked the substance to

cancers of the brain, nasal sinuses and
possibly leukaemia.Others had traces of
1,4-dioxane, a foaming agent which is
also believed to be a cancer risk for
humans.

Of the 48 items tested for 1,4-dioxane,
67% contained it.It is banned in Europe,
and formaldehyde is restricted. However,
the chemicals are apparently unregulated
inthe US.Both substanceswereapparently
found in Johnson’s Baby Shampoo,
L' Ored KidsExtraGentle 2-in-1 shampoo
and Pampers Kandoo foaming soap.

Stacy Malkan from the Campaign for
Safe Cosmetics, who commissioned the
tests, said: “If chemical sare causing can-
cer in animals, we realy shouldn’t be
putting them on babies’ heads.” However
the Personal Care Products Council ac-
cused the group of preying on parents
fears and described the results as “pat-
ently false”.—Internet

Health Authority
workersrest after taking
part in a mass chicken
slaughter operation at a
wholesale market in
Hong Kong in Decem-
ber. A probe into an
outbreak of bird flu at a
Hong Kong chicken
farm and carcasses
popping upin city
waters have raised
guestions over whether
the H5N1 virusisgoing
undetected in southern
China.—INTERNET
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Spring coming early to Britain

Lonpon, 15 March—Spring has arrived in Britain this year, the result of
global climate change, a survey of nature watchers indicates.

The Daily Telegraph reported Saturday that naturists say they have spotted
birds nesting and plants already flowering across Britain despite one of the coldest
wintersin recent memory, the Woodland Trust says. “ Thetiming of natural events
isone of the most responsive aspects of the natural world to warming, soitisan
important indicator of change,” said Shaun Nixon, the survey’s manager. “Even
inayear likethis, with an apparent return to the winters of old, things seem to be
happening and we have already had confirmation of frogspawn seen as early as
December.” Spring does not officially begin until next week’s vernal equinox.

Internet

*

More people delay or rush surgery

New Y ork, 15 March—US doctors say the dismal economy is forcing some
patients to defer crucial treatments while otherstry to hasten non-urgent proce-
dures. Many who have lost their jobs and health insurance are delaying proce-
dures such as a colono-scopy, which can result in an undetected polyp devel op-
ing into a tumor, doctors told The New York Times in a story published on
Saturday.Others are pressing for elective surgery, such as hip and knee replace-
ments, beforethey really need it, the Timesreported.” They’ retrying to get things
done next week because they know they’ re going to be losing their insurance or
going to COBRA,” said Dr Jeffrie L Kamean of Atlanta, referring to the federal
law that lets laid-off workers continue employer-sponsored insurance, though at
costs that are often prohibitive, the Times reported.—Inter net

18/8/6, 7:17 AM
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Real take out Liverpool
frustration on Bilbao

MapRriD, 15 March—
Real Madrid bounced
back from their Champi-
ons L eague heartbreak by
crushing 10-manAthletic
Bilbao 5-2 on Saturday to
cut Barcelonaslead at the
top in Spain to just three
points. Pep Guardiolas
Barcelona, top of thetable
for most of the season,
can restore their lead to
Six points with victory
over Almeria on Sunday.

Real saw their Cham-
pions League dreams go
up in smoke on Tuesday
at Anfield as Liverpool
overran them in ahumili-

Real Madrid'sKlaas-Jan
Huntelaar shootsto score
against Athletic Bilbao
during their Spanish
league football match at
San Mames stadium in
Bilbao.—INTERNET

ating 4-0 win and they let

out their frustration at San
Mames.—Internet

Juve bounce back from Euro
disappointment

Juventus forward Alessandro Del
Piero (R) challengesBologna'sgoal-
keeper Francesco Antonioli during
their Serie Afootball match at Olym-
pic Stadium in Turin.—INTERNET

RomEe, 15
March—
Juventus
showed no
hangover from
their midweek
Champions
League exit as
they closed the
gap on leaders
Inter Milan to
four points
with a 4-1
homewin over

Bordeaux victory keepstheir
sightson Europe

Paris, 15 March—
Goals from Marouane

ally indanger in open play
and then conceded three

Chamakh and Carlos | goals from freekicks,"

Henriquein Bordeaux's 2-
1 winagainst Nice on Sat-
urday enabled Laurent
Blanc's men to keep their
sights on European action
next season.

They jumped fromfifth
to third, relegating
Toulouse, who lost 3-2 at
Monaco, down a place to
fifth. Leaders Lyon host
Auxerre and second-
placed Paris Saint
Germain meet arch rivals
and fourth-placed
Marseille at the Parc des
Princes on Sunday.

Toulouse coach Alain
Casanova was in
despondant mood after
their defeat to Monaco.

"It wasapity tolosethis
match. We were never re-

Casanova said.—Inter net

Bordeaux' forward
Marouane Chamakh
(R) fightsfor the ball

with Nice' defender

Cedric Kante (L) during
their French L1 football
match at the Chaban

Delmas stadium in
Bordeaux.—I NTERNET

Bologna on Saturday. Claudio Ranieri's team were
knocked out of Europe after drawing 2-2 at home to
Chelsea on Tuesday, seeing them beaten 3-2 on
aggregate.But goals from Hasan Salihamidzic,
Sebastian Giovinco and an Alessandro Del Piero brace
saw them come back from a goal down at half-time.
Ranieri said his team had not been their normal
selvesin the first period."We were too passive in the
first half and didn't get into our rhythm," he said. "But
inthe second half we started to accelerate."—Internet
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Radwanska stuns Kuznetsova,
Safina safely through

INDIAN  WELLS, 15
March—~Polish wildcard
UrszulaRadwanskaended
Svetlana Kuznetsova's
hopes of reaching a third
straight Indian Wellsfinal,

Poland's Urszula
Radwanska, ended
Svetlana Kuznetsova's
hopes of reaching a
third straight I ndian
Wellsfinal, ousting the
sixth-seeded Russian in
the second round on
Friday.—INTERNET

ousting the sixth-seeded
Russian in the second
round on Friday.

Radwanska, ranked
107th in the world, tri-
umphed 6-2, 4-6, 6-3, but
not beforean ankleinjury
appeared to jeopardize her
chances of even complet-
ing the final game. After
breaking Kuznetsova in
the eighth game for a 5-3
lead in the third set,
Radwanska faltered on
her first match pointinthe
next game.

On her second opportu-
nity, she fell to the court
as she tried in vain to
reach a ball from
Kuznetsova, and sat till
for several minutes be-
hind the baseline. Eventu-
ally shewas helped to her
chair, and her ankletaped.

I nter net

BARCLAYS PREMIER LEAGUE ]

(15-3-2009)
1-2 Tottenham
1-0 Manchester City

Aston Villa
Chelsea

Chelsea’ s Nicolas Anelka (C) istackled by
Manchester City’s Nedum Onuoha (L) as
goalkeeper Shay Given reacts during their English
Premier League soccer match at Stamford Bridge
in London on 15 March, 2009.

INTERNET

Federer on top at Indian

Weélls; women’s seeds tumble

INDIAN WELLS, 15 March—Roger Federer shook off
therust of asix-week break, his smooth progressinto
the third round at Indian
Wellsamarked contrast to
turmoil in the women's
draw.

Two of the top three
women'sseeds crashed out
of the second round on
Saturday - second-seeded
Jelena Jankovic and third-
seeded ElenaDementieva.

Russian 17-year-old
Anastasia Pavlyu-

chenkova, ranked 42ndin
the world, stunned
Jankovic 6-4, 6-4.

It was another setback
for the Serbian, who fin-
ished 2008 ranked num-
ber one in the world but
has now fallen to number
three—Internet

Jelena Jankovic of
Serbia leaves the court
after losing to Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova of
Russia at the BNP
Paribas Open in Indian
Wells, California, on 14
March. Pavlyuchenkova
won 6-4, 6-4.—INTERNET

Benitez tells Redsto turn the

screw on United

MANCHESTER, 15 March—Rafael Benitez has chal-
lenged hisLiverpool squad to test Manchester United's
nerve by winning al nine of their remaining matches
in the Premier League.

DespiteLiverpool'sstunning 4-1 winat Old Trafford
on Saturday, United remain masters of their own des-
tiny with afour-pont lead and a game in hand provid-
ing a substantial margin for error over the next two
months.

Benitez describes himself as " optimistic but realis-
tic" about the chances of United's stumbling before
the finishing line, but a nine-match winning streak
down the final stretch certainly does not ook beyond
his side after what was an unforgettable week for

Liverpool midfielder Steven Gerrard (left) scoresa | Liverpool fans.
penalty against Manchester United during their
Premier League match at Old Trafford in
Manchester.—INTERNET

@ 18/8/6, 7:17 AM

Four days after dishing out a 4-0 thrashing of Real
Madrid, the Reds came from behind to complete their
biggest win at United since 1936.—Internet



Local peasants proneto purchase of a minivan read the
notice of 10 percent subsidies on designated types of
automobile promoted to countryside, in Linyi City, east
China’s Shandong Province, on 15 March, 2009. China
implements new sets of tax cuts and subsidies to boost
demand for cars, with the intention on encouraging
purchases of cars and other vehicles, especially in the
vast countryside. They are meant to help autos and auto
parts makers upgrade to more modern, energy-efficient
technology.—I NTERNET

B’desh saysto modernizefire
brigade after devastatingfire

DHakA, 15 March—A day after a big fire at the
country’ slargest shopping mall, Bangladesh Saturday
saidtheFireBrigadewill bemodernized soontotackle
any suchterriblefireinthefuture, private newsagency
UNB reported.

After visiting some injured people in a hospital
hereon Saturday, Bangladesh’ sHomeM inister Sahara
Khatun told reporters that the Fire Brigade will be
provided with high-tech equipments and training for
fire fighters soon.

The minister made the remarks asthefirefighters
were seen helpless in extinguishing the fire on top
floorsof the 19-storey shopping complex Bashundhara
City in capital Dhakaon Friday afternoon, asthey had
no ladder or equipment to put out blaze beyond the
13th floor.—Internet

*
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MRTV-3
Programme Schedule

(16.3.2009) (M onday)

Transmissions

L ocal
Europe
North America

Times

- (09:00am ~10:00am) M ST
- (15:30pm ~23:30pm) M ST
- (23:30pm ~07:30am) M ST

L ocal Transmission

Signature Tune

Travelogue (Kalaw)
Mouzann Myawae

“Kayah State”

I [ [ I W

Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights

Hundred Fruits from a Common Stem, our Union

Historical Shwe Inpin Monastery
Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights

Europe/ North America Transmission

Signature Tune

“Kachin State”

Reserve)

Travelogue (Kalaw)
Mouzann Myawae

“Kayah State”

N L A U [ A [y [ A [ (|

Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights

Where the Rhododendron Blooms

Poem Garden “The Moon”

Hundred Fruits from a Common Stem, our Union

Myanma Traditional Marionette Theatre (Part-4)
Hot Springsin Lashio and Nam-Kham

Welcome to Ngwe Hsaung Beach Resort

Village Use Area Zoning Process (Hukaung Tiger

The Beauty of Tamoyel Region
Discovering Imaw Bum Area (Part-111)

Hundred Fruits from a Common Stem, our Union

Historical Shwe Inpin Monastery

Ancient Mural Paintings of Poe Will Hill

The Roya Animal Weightsof the Myanmar Empires

Myanma Natural Spirulina (Part-111)

Discovering Imaw Bum Area (Part-1V)

Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights
Website: www.mrtv3.net.mm |

Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas
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WEATHER

Sunday, 15 March, 2009

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hr
M ST During the past 24 hours, rain or thundershowers
have been isolated in Shan State, Mandalay, Y angon,
Bago and Taninthayi Divisions and weather has been
partly cloudy intheremaining Statesand Divisions. Day
temperatureswere(5 C) (6°C) below Marchaveragetem-
peraturesinMandal ay andBagoDivisions, (3'C)to(4°C)
above March average temperatures in Shan, Chin and
Rakhie States, upper Sagaingand Ayeyawady Divisions,
(5°C) aboveMarch averagetemperaturesin K achin State
and about March averagetemperaturesin the remaining
areas. Thesignificant day temperatureswereT hayawady
(89°C) and Pathein (38°C). The Noteworthy amounts of
rainfall recordedwereMyeik (0.51) inch, Kawthong(0.35)
inch, Pinlaung (0.20) inch and Central Y angon (0.04).

Maximum temperature on 14-3-2009 was 97°F.
Minimumtemperature on15-3-2009 was73°F. Relative
humidity at (09:30) hours M ST on 15-3-2009 was 70%.
Total sunshinehours on 14-3-2009was(1.4) hrs approx.

Rainfal on 15-3-2009 was (Nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Ayeand (0.04) inchat Centra Y angon. Totdl rain-
fal since 1-1-2009 was(Nil) at Mingaladon, Kaba-Aye
and(0.04) inchat Centra Y angon. Maximumwind speed
a Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (4) mph from Southeast at
(08:30) hours MST on 15-3-2009.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy in the
Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 16" March 2009:
Rainorthundershowersarelikely tobeisolatedinRakhine,
Mon and Kayin States, Yangon, Ayeyawady, and
Taninthayi Divisionsandweather will bepartly cloudyin
the remaining States and Divisions. Degree of certainty
is (60%).

Stateof thesea: Seaswill be dight to moderatedin
Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood of
continuation of isolated rain or thundershowers in the
Southern Myanmar arees.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouringarea
for 16-3-2009: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 16-3-2009: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 16-3-2009: Partly cloudy.
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Developing Kyonmange facilitated with better transportation
_ Article & Photos: Arkar Kyaw
Nowadays, better transportation | had been away from Kyonmange
contributesto smooth and speedy flow | for about 10 years. The scene | saw last
of commodities from one placeto an- | ten years has changed. Today,
other. Consequently, theenhancedlive- | Kyonmangehasdevel opedinall aspects.
lihoodsof the peoplereflectsthedevel- | | remembered what afriend of minesaid,
opment of respective regions. “Kyonmange is developing much.”
Kyonmangeof WakemaTownship, During the visit, | witnessed the
Ayeyawady Division, isone of thede- | houses and buildings of residents and
veloping regionsduetothefact that the | construction of roads and streets in the
transportation facilities have been pro- | urbanarea. All thestructuresof thetown
videdinall theregionsof thenation. To | havechangedremarkably. Thetownwas
observe the improvement of | neat and tidy. Everything in the town
Kyonmange region, we, members of | wasnew and beautiful. Wesaw trishaws,
the news team left Mawlamyinegyun | motorcycles and bicycles on the roads.
for Kyonmange by boat under the ar- Wehad aninterview with Chairman
rangement of townselder U Kyi Lwin | of Kyonmange Village-tract Peace and
Development Council U Kyi Khin. He
Kyonmange has | explained, “It can be said that
. . Kyonmange is the second gateway to
been |nSta”ed Wlth sea, apart from Labutta. Dueto facilitat-
500 auto-tel ephones ing better transportation, Kyonmange
gains development momentum. In the
and 150 CDMA tel-  past, Myoma Road was the only tarred
. road in Kyonmange. Now, many tarred
ephones. Flfty more roads are put into service.”
CDMA te| ephonesto He added, “Moreover, Kyonmange
) has been installed with 500 auto-tel-
be installed soon. ephones and 150 CDMA telephones. |
learned that 50 more CDMA telephones
from Kyonmange. will be installed in the region soon.
Ontheway toKyonmange,wesaw | Kyonmange Village-tract cultivated 841
the scenes of thriving summer paddy | acresof monsoon paddy and now, atotal
plantations, pumping of water to sum- | of 797 acresof |and areput under summer
mer paddy fields, thriving sunflower | paddy. Kyonmange Village-tract is con-
plants between beans and pluses plan- | stituted with Kyonmange, Mauchaung,
tations as mix-cropping, cocoanut, ba- | Kongyi and Kywechaung villages. Re-
nana, arena nut and betel farms. At | garding the transport sector, ships are
Nyaungwa and Aunghlaing villages, | running at seaside villages regularly.” The microwave station seen at entrance to Kyonmange near
we witnessed fishermen at work. (See page 10) Kyonmange-Yangon Road.
\ J

i Warning for untimely rain )

Nay Pvi Taw, 15March—TheMeteorology
and Hydrology Department i ssued an announcement
today that according to the satelliteweather observa-
tionat 3.30 p.m. MST today, theisolated heavy rain
will be scattered in Mon State and Taninthayi Divi-
sion within 48 hours beginning this evening.

MNA
& J

First measurement of ability of very long

molecular wireto conduct electric current

BerLIN, 1I5March—Forthefirgtime researchers
from CNRS, the Free University of Berlin and Humbol dt
University (Berlin) have measured the ahility of asngle,
very long molecular wire to carry dectric current. Until
now, therewereonly gatistica measurementson acollec-
tion of wires afew nanometers long. Now, thanksto an
ingenious experiment using a scanning tunneling micro-

Beware of Fire

scope, theresearchershave characterized individua poly-
mer chainsof known length, up to 20 nanometerslong.
Internet

Single polymer chains as molecular wires.

Nanotube structures could

( INSIDE )

To overcome these problems, nations
acrosstheworld have to promote cooper a-
tion at theregional, sub-regional and bilat-
eral levels. The government and the entire
national people are to strive vigorously
through the national plan to eradicate nar-
cotic drugsin the country.

PaGE 2
\F G PERSPECTIVES)

improve electric motors

Pads of nanotube “forests’ were tested as brush
contacts.

OsLo, 15 March — New research from Rice
University and the University of Oulu in Oulu, Fin-
land, finds that carbon nanotubes could significantly
improve the performance of electrical commutators
that are common in electric motors and generators.

The research, which appeared online this month
in the journal Advanced Materials, finds that “ brush
contact” padsmadeof carbon nanotubeshad 10times
lessresistance than did the carbon-copper composite
brushes commonly used today. Brush contactsarean
integral part of “ commutators,” or spinning el ectrical
switches used in many battery-powered electrical
devices, such as cordless drills—Internet
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