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Prime Minister General Than San
recaelves Chinese Ambassador

A /

Y ANGON, 20 Feb—Prime Minister of the Union of
Myanmar General Thein Seinreceived Ambassador of
thePeopl e sRepublicof ChinatotheUnionof Myanmar
Mr.Y eDaboat Zeyathiri BeikmanHall in Konmyinttha
here at 3 p.m. today.

Alsopresent ontheoccasionwere Deputy Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs U Maung Myint, Director-
General Col Thant Shin of the Government Officeand

@ Director-General U Kyaw Kyaw of the Protocol De-
partment under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
The Chinese Ambassador was accompanied by
Minister Counsellor Mr. Wang Zongying and officials
of the embassy.

MNA

Prime Minister General Thein Sein shakes
hands with Ambassador of the People’s
Republic of Chinato the Union of Myanmar
Mr. Ye Dabo at Zeyathiri Beitkman Hall in
Konmyinttha, Yangon.

MNA

Y.

Prime Minister
General Thein Sein
receives Ambassador
of the People’s
Republic of China
Mr. Ye Dabo at
Zeyathiri Beitkman
Hall in
Konmyinttha,

Yangon.—mNA
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PERSPECTIVES

Saturday, 21 February, 2009

Actively take part in
preservation of biodiversity
iIn Myanmar

With favour able weather pattern and
geographical feature, Myanmar isblessed with
rare species of flora and fauna. According to
records, there are over 1,000 species of
butterflies, over 90 species of bats, over 1,000
speciesof birds, over 10,000 speciesof flowering
plants and over 800 species of orchids in
Myanmar .

Moreover, there are endangered
species of animalsand rar e species of animals
in the country. There are tigers in Hukaung
Valley reserveforest, rarespeciesof Myanmar
deer in Shwesettaw wildlife reserve and
Cahtthin wildlifereserve.

There are hard woods, herbal plants
and a variety of orchids plustigers, leopards,
bears, wild oxen, wild boar, wild goats,
mountain goats, pangolins, monkeysand other
rareanimalsin Indawgyi wildlife reserve.

TheMinistry of Forestry designed the
areas where elephants, rhinoceros, wolves,
pangolins, wild oxen, brown fish-owls,
samburs, crocodiles, star tortoises and other
rare animals reside as sanctuaries are
preserving them.

Different kinds of animals and
biodiversity can be seen in Hukaung Valley
reserveforest, | ndawgyi sanctuary, M oyongyi
Lake Sanctuary, Shwesettaw wildlifereserve
and Alaungdawkatathapa National Park.

At present,theMinistry of Forestryis
taking systematic measuresfor preservation
of natural resources including biodiversity
and trees and woods. At such a time, it is
incumbent upon theentirenational peopleto
contribute their shares in the drive with a
sense of duty. Only then, will the efforts for
preservation of such natural resources be

S

/* * % *

Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

v

| nformation Minister visits Jour nalism Cour se (1/2009)

Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan cordially converses with trainees of Journalism
Course No. /2009 organized by MWJA.— MNA

Y anGoN, 20 Feb—Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan accompanied by departmental
officials inspected display and sale of books at
upgraded Sarpay Beikman Book Shop of Printingand
Publishing Enterprise on Merchant Street here this
evening.

The minister gave instructions on

improvement of the book shop.

Next, Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan together
with officials of Myanmar Writers and Journalists
Association looked into giving lectures to trainees of
Journalism Course (1/2009) organized by MWJA at
the same building and cordially greeted course
supervisors, course instructors and trainees. — MNA

fruitful.

Madein Thailand
Festival opened

YancoN, 19 Feb — Jointly organized by
Gamonpwint Co Ltd and Department of Export
Promotionof Thailand, theopening of Madein Thailand
Festival took place at Gamonpwint shopping mall on
Kaba Aye Pagoda Road in Mayangon Township here
thismorning. It wasattended by responsiblepersonsof
thecompany, Tha Minister-Counsellor (Commercial)
Mr. Prajuap (PJ) Supine and Thai entrepreneurs and
special guests. Deputy Director-General Piramol
Charoenpao cut the ribbon to open the festival.

Clothes, personal and household goods,
cosmeticsandfoodstuff madein Thailandare available
at special priceat thefestival that will be opened up to
2 March.

TV and household goodswill begivenasagift
to those who bought the Thailand-made goods worth
over K 30000inthelucky draw programme. Inaddition
to the programme, coupons are to put into the ballot
box after filling name, address, NRC numbers and
telephonenumbersinitto seek three'Y angon-Bangkok-
Y angon air tickets as alucky draw. — MNA
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Dy FM signs Book of
Condolencesfor
Australia bushfire losses

YANGON, 20 Feb — Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs U Maung Myint signed Book of
Condolencesopenedfor thegreat |osses caused by the
recent devastating bushfires afflicted in the State of
Victoria, Australia, at the Embassy of Australia, No.
88, Strand Road, here today.

MNA

Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs
U Maung Myint signs Book of Condolences
opened for great lossesin recent devastating
bushfires at State of Victoria, Australia.
MNA

A ceremony to
launch Made in
Thailand Festival in
progress at
Gamonpwint
Shopping Mall in
Mayangon
Township.

MNA
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Wrecked cars partially block a road in Abymes near Pointe-a-Pitre after a
second night of violence on 18 Feb, 2009. —INTERNET

Iragi Parliament failsto elect new speaker

BacHDAD, 20 Feb—
Iraq'sparliament failed to
elect a new speaker after
its second round of secret
ballot on Thursday, a par-
liament official said.

“The lawmakers held
their second round of se-
cret ballot to votein anew
speaker, but they failed to
choose any of the two
candidatesfor the speaker
post,” an official in the
parliament media office
told Xinhua.

The lawmakers failed
to secure absolute major-
ity votes, namely 138,

needed for the speaker
post, according to the par-
liament law, the source
said on condition of ano-
nymity because he was
authorized to speak to the
media.

He said Ayad al-
Samarraie was only two
votes away from the ab-
solute majority in the
275-seat parliament,
while his competitor,
Khalil Jadua, gained 81
votes.

Deputy parliament
speaker Khalid al-Attiya
announced the adjourn-

ment of the session to Sat-

[ DT [T ||
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US asks European alliesto
do morein Afghanistan

Krakow, 20 Feb—US
Defence Secretary Robert
Gates on Thursday asked
NATO’s European allies
todo morein Afghanistan
to balance new US
pledgesto send in 17,000
additional troops.

Gates and his counter-
parts in NATO countries
were holding informal
discussions on Afgha-
nistan on Thursday.

“Secretary Gates made
apoaint ... that this (addi-
tional US troops for Af-
ghanistan) should not be
seen as only a US extra
effort, that thisextraeffort

all the allies,” NATO
spokesman James
Appathurai told reporters.
All allies shared the
view that everybody
needs to do more, said
Appathurai, without pro-
nouncing any specific
pledgesby other alies. He
said apart from military
support, allies can also
make civilian contribu-
tions to NATO'’s oper-
ationsin Afghanistan.
European alliesareun-
der pressureto send more
troops to Afghanistan af-
ter US President Barack

will send in 17,000 more
troops in the coming
months. But even Gates
admitted that the likeli-
hood of European allies
committing signi-ficant
numbers of additional
troopsissmall. Obamais
clearly shifting US prior-
ity from Iraq to Afghani-
stan. But Euro-pean lead-
ers are yet to convince
their citizens that they
also have a stake in the
war inAfghanistan. Sofar
only Italy has announced
itwill reinforceitscontin-
gent by 500 troops in Af-

Kyrgyz President signs
US base closure bill

Bistkek, 20 Feb—Kyrgyzstan's President has sighed
alaw to close akey USair base used as a staging post
for military operations in Afghanistan.

President Kurmanbek Bakiyev signed the bill Fri-
day to cancel thelease agreement for theManasair base.
The base is a trangit point for 15,000 troops and 500
tons of cargo each month to and from Afghanistan.

Kyrgyz authorities can now issue an eviction notice,
giving the United States 180 days to leave the base.

Kyrgyz lawmakers overwhelming voted on Thurs-
day in favor of a government-backed bill to shutter the

base—Internet

urday, the source added.

A total of 234 mem- needs to be balanced by

Obama announced on
Tuesday that Washington

ghanistan.

Internet

bers of parliament at-
tended Thursday’s ses-
sion to vote in a new
speaker to fill the post
which has been vacant
for about two months, the
source added.

The Iraqi parliament
frequently failed to vote
on a new parliament
leader to replace former
speaker Mahmoud al-
Mashhadani, a Sunni
Arab politician who was
forced to resign by major-
ity of parliament members
late last year.

Internet

Dancers of the State Opera Ballet perform during the opening ceremony of
thetraditional Opera Ball in Vienna on 19 Feb, 2009.—INTERNET

Afile photo shows an Afghan policeman carriesan
injured man after a suicide attack in Kabul.
INTERNET
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Roadside bomb killsone, injuries
twoin E Afghanistan

Khosrt, 20 Feb—A bomb planted by insurgents
struck the car of an Indian engineer in Khost prov-
ince east of Afghanistan Thursday, killing a local
guard and wounding two others including the engi-
neer, police said.

“Thegruesomeincident occurred in Dumandadis-
trict on Khost—Gerdez highway at 12:30 pm local
time, as aresult the Indian engineer along with one
of his guards were injured and another guard was
killed,” provincial police chief Abdul Qayum Bagizoi
told Xinhua.

He further added that the Indian engineer works
for aroad construction company involved in build-
ing roads in east Afghanistan.

Internet

Czech |eader scorns EU palitics

BrusseLs, 20 Feb—Czech President Vaclav
Klaus has accused the European Parliament of con-
tributing to a sense of political alienation among
EU citizens.

Mr Klaustold MEPsin Brusselsthat “ between citi-
zensand EU representativesthereisagreat distance -
not only geographically”.

The Czech Republic currently holds the EU’s six-
monthly rotating presidency.

Some MEPs walked out of the chamber during Mr
Klaus's speech, which was punctuated by both ap-
plause and boos.

The Czech leader criticised those EU poaliticians
who “assume that there is only one possible correct
future for European integration, which is ever closer
union”.

Internet

Trial of
lragi shoe
thrower
‘postponed

1/17/32, 4:44 PM

*

BaGHDAD, 20 Feb—The trial of an Iraqgi journalist who threw his shoes at
US president George W Bush was postponed to 12 March, for differences
exist on whether Bush’s visit to Irag was “official” one or not.

Chief Judge Faiq al-Zaidan ordered to postpone Thursday’s session until he
receive an answer from the office of the Iragi Council of Ministers about
whether Bush’svisit to Iraq in mid Deceber was an official one or not. Zaidan
decided to send aletter to the office of Maliki’s Cabinet as the defence team
insisted that the charge filed against Zaidi is an insult and not an “assault to a
foreign head of a state during official visit” which under the Iragi law Zaidi
would face up to 15 year in prison.

MNA/Xinhua
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Quotable quotesfrom
ChineseVice President’s
foreign tour

Beling, 20 Feb— The
following are notable
guotes made during
ChineseVicePresident Xi
Jinping’s ongoing Six-
nation tour:

The year 2009 marks
the35thanniversary of the
establishment of diplo-
matic ties between China
and Venezuela.

Thereisagreat chance

to promote all-round
exchanges and cooper-
ation between the two
countries.”

“Chinaand Venezuela
should makeajoint effort
to enhance collaboration
in the sectors of energy,
finance, agriculture,
infrastructure and high
technology.

“China is willing to

Aeromexico to decide on
M exico-Shanghai flights

MexicoCity, 20Feb—
Mexican airline Aero-
mexico said it wants to
maintain its flights
between Mexico City and
Shanghai, China but
saggingdemandduetothe
global financial crisishas
made it a difficult
decision.

The company will
decidenext week whether
or not to cancel itsflights,
Aeromexico’'s general
director, Francisco
CuevasFeliu, told Xinhua
on Thursday.

Cuevas Feliu said that
in  November the
occupancy rate was
between 75 and 80
percent, but in recent
weeks it had dropped to
60 percent.

Aeromexico establi-
shed two flights a week
between Mexico City and
Shanghai in May 2008
using Boeing 777 aircraft
capable of accommod-
ating 275 passengers.

Since then 21,000
Mexicans, Chinese and
people from other

countries have flown
between the two cities on
Aeromexico flights.

CuevasFeliusaidwhen
the airline first started,
“everything seemed an
adventure.”

He said the route had
not achieved satisfactory
results, but there was still
optimism.

“A great number of
Chinese people travel to
Central and South
America and we can take
advantageof that,” Cuevas
Feliu said.—Xinhua

join hands with Brazil to
confront new challenges,
promote common deve-
lopment, and make more
contributions to South-

South cooperation.”
“Xi's visit  will
consolidate the strategic
partnership for common
devel opment and enhance
cooperation between the
two countries.” —
Venezuelan President

Hugo Chavez said.
Xinhua

People from around the country place commemorative flowersin front of the

bronze statue of late Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping in the village of Paifang,

Guang'an City in southwest China’s Sichuan Province on on 19 Feb, 2009,
to mark the 12th anniversary of Deng’'s death.—XiNHUA

All items from Xinhua News Agency

Chief of Andean Parliament
worried about US-Ecuador
ties on diplomat expulsion

Quito, 20 Feb—
President of the Andean
Parliament Ivonne Baki
said on Thursday that the
expulsion of a US diplo-
mat by Ecuador would
have a bad effect on the
ties between the two
countries.

Ecuadorian President
Rafael Correaordered on
Wednesday the “imme-

Morethan 400 foreign schoolsto
attend education expo in China

Belaing, 20 Feb—More than 400 overseas
universities and educational organizations will join
this year’s China International Education Exhibition
Tour scheduled from 28 Feb to 15 March.

Schools from nine countries, including Australia,
Canada, France, Singapore and Britain, will showcase
awiderange of magjorsfor overseas studentsincluding
art, science and technology, medicine and tourism.

“Overseas study will continueto play asignificant
role in cultivating elites as China is promoting
innovation for science and technology,” said Bai
Zhangde, director of the China Service Center for
Scholarly Exchange under the Ministry of Education.

Xinhua

diate” expulsion of Mark
Sullivan, thefirst secretary
intheUSembassy’ soffice
of regional affairs, for an
“unacceptable intromis-
sion on internal affairs of
Ecuador”.

“l think everything
done in this way affects
the ties, so we must be
cautious, to make things
with calmness and to
review thereasons before
being impulsive,” Baki, a
Ecuadorian, toldtoalocal
radio station.

“US President Barack
Obama wants to set
bridgeswiththecountries,
specially with Latin
America, (so) | do not
thinkitistheright moment
to have this kind of
reactions, which can be
done in a more discreet
way,” Baki said.—Xinhua

4 s R
Japan conducts antipiracy exercise

to preparefor Somalia mission

Tokvo, 20 Feb—Japan’ sMaritime Self-Defence
Force (M SDF) and the Japan Coast Guard started a
joint antipiracy exercise Friday in Hiroshima
Prefecture to prepare for amission off the Somalia
to protect Japan-linked ships from pirates.

The exercise was conducted at the MSDF's
Kure base in Hiroshima, involving one MSDF
destroyer and two coast guard vessels with about
200 defence personnel and more than 50 coast
guard officials aboard.—Xinhua

NATO to deploy second anti-piracy

mission off Somalia

Krakow, 20 Feb —NATO defence ministers
have agreed to carry out another anti-piracy naval
operation off thecoast of Somalia, NATO Secretary
General Jagp de Hoop Scheffer announced on
Thursday.

“You can expect to see another, what we call,
Standing NATO Maritime Group off the coast of
Somaliain the coming months, contributing to the
overal international (anti-piracy) effort,” hetold a
press conference at the NATO defence ministers
meeting. Hesaid, however, detailsof theoperation
remaintobeworked out. Theshipswill befromthe
StandingNATO MaritimeGroup 1, whichconsists
\of six warships, he said.—Xinhua

J

Actors perform dance at a gala to celebrate the Tibetan New Year in Lhasa, capital
of southwest China’s Tibet Autonomous Region, on 18 Feb, 2009. —XINHUA
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Financial protectionism worsethan
trade protectionism

Hone Kong, 20 Feb—
Hong Kong Monetary
Authority Chief Joseph
Yam said on Thursday
that financial protecti-
onism was more dang-
erous than trade protecti-
onism.

“Unlike trade pro-
tectionism, financial
protectionism can spread
quickly, possibly leading
to a sharp reversal of
capital flows, with desta-
bilizing consequencesfor
monetary and financial
stability,” said Yaminan

$ 1/17/32, 4:44 PM

article published on
Thursday.

Globalizationof finan-
cial markets, made pos-
sibleby financial liberali-
zation in individual eco-
nomies, has been instru-
mental in the growth and
devel opment of theglobal
economy, making the
allocation and use of
financial resources inter-
nationally more efficient,
he said.

Many devel oping eco-
nomies were therefore
dependent upon externa

finance that was often
mobilized by financial
institutions in the deve-
loped economies, said the
chief.

If these financial
institutions were preven-
ted by law or government
policies from lending
overseas so that more
funds could be made
available for domestic
borrowers, external
financefor thedeveloping
economies might dry up,
he said.

Xinhua
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Record 881 US auto dealer ships
osed in 2008

C

DetroiT, 20 Feb — A
record 881 US auto
dealerships closed in
2008, with Detroit’s three
struggling automakers
representing 80 percent of
the decline, according to
datareleased on Thursday.

In the face of tight
creditandaplungeinsaes
of cars and trucks, about
4.2 percent of the
country’s 20,084 auto
dealerships shut their
doors, according to data
firm Urban Science.

The number of clo-

sures, the bulk of which
occurred in the fourth
quarter, representsthebig-
gest decline since 1991
when the company started
to collect data.

The lack of credit has
made it difficult for deal-
erstofinancetheir vehicle
inventory and for custom-
ers to secure financing to
buy vehicles.

General Motors Corp,
Ford Motor Co, Chrysler
have also encouraged their
dealershipsto consolidate
inabidto streamlinetheir

retail operations and re-
duce competition that has
hit margins.

“There has been aloss
of franchises acrossall the
manufacturers, but the De-
troit Three have been hit
the hardest,” said John
Frith, vice president at Ur-
ban Science.

“WE'll see even more
contractioninthe next sev-
era years as the Detroit
Threestrategically rethink
their retail counts and lo-
cations.”

I nter net
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An aerial view shows an immigration centre burning on the Mediterranean
island of Lampedusa on 18 Feb, 2009. Fourteen people were being treated
for smoke inhalation but no one was seriously injured, Italian media reported.

| NTERNET

A man holds a Motorola Aura at the GSMA Mobile World Conferencein
Barcelona on 18 Feb, 2009. Luxury designer Alexander Amosu also created
Diamond Aura, encrusted with 99 diamonds around the clock face, available

in limited edition. —INTERNET

Bahrain halts gastalks
with Iran over insult

ManaMA, 20 Feb—Bahrain's foreign minister on
Thursday blasted Iran for an Iranian official’sremarks
perceived asathreat to Bahraini sovereignty — asting-
ing rebuke a day after the tiny Gulf Arab kingdom
halted talks on a key natural gas imports deal with
Teheran.

Iranian officials, meanwhile, looked to soothe the
rift sparked after former Iranian parliament speaker
Ali Akbar Nateq Noori — a prominent cleric closeto
Iran’s supreme leader — was quoted by Arab media
last week as saying that Bahrain was the 14th prov-
ince of Iran until 1970.

Bahrain'sForeign Minister Sheik Khalid bin Ahmed
al-Khalifa said the remark was an “infringement of
sovereignty” and a“distortion of historical fact.”

“We are hurt by ... Iranian statements,” he added.
“These remarks must be silenced.”

Bahrain fearsIran still holdsitslongtime claimsto
theisland, ruled by a Sunni elite but with apoor Shiite
majority that has close ties to the Shiite Iran.

Seeking to distance official Teheran from the state-
ment, lranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Hasan
Qashgavi said this week that Iran respects Bahrain's
independence and has “no territorial claims against
this country,” according to the Iranian ministry Web
site.

Internet
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Journalists watch a
German police officer
with a sniffer dog
search for explosives
before the start of the
45th Conference on
Security Policy in
Munich.
INTERNET

Brazil aircraft

maker to cut jobs

BraziL, 20 Feb—Brazil -
ian aircraft manu-facturer
Embraer isto lay off more
than 4,000 employeesasa
result of the global eco-
nomic downturn, it has
said.

Oneof theworld'slarg-
est passenger aircraft
makers, the firm said de-
mand for new planes had
dropped and therewas no
prospect of
swift recovery. The cuts
will affect about 20% of
the firm's global
workforce. It has offices
in Brazil, Asia, the US
and Europe.

Embraer’smain market
istheUS, which hasbeen
badly affected by the cri-
sis. Last November,
Embraer reported a 70%
fall in profitsfollowing a
sharp decline in Brazil’'s
currency against the dol-
lar.

Internet

About 30 hurt after northwest
flight hitsturbulence

Tokyo, 20 Feb—About 30 people were injured
when a Northwest Airlines flight from Manilato To-
kyo hit turbulence on Friday, a fire department offi-
cial said. Two peoplewere seriously injured and about
30 dightly injured, the official said. There were no
reports of deaths.

The Boeing 747-400 plane was carrying 408 pas-
sengersand 14 crew, atransport ministry official said.
Northwest Airlines, which merged last year with
Delta Air Lines, was not immediately available for
comment.

Internet

$ 1/17/32, 4:44 PM

Iran has slowed itsuranium

enrichment programme

VIEnNA, 20 Feb—Iran has slowed its uranium
enrichment programme, said Mohamed ElBaradei,
director general of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) when submitting the report on Ira-
nian nuclear issue to the UN Security Council on
Thursday.

According to mediahere, thisreport said that only
164 gas centrifuges which are able to produce low-
enriched uranium have been newly installed at Iran’s
Natanz uranium enrichment centre since last
December, which is slower than the past.

However, this report also pointed out that al-
though the UN Security Council has implemented
sanctions on Iran, Iran still refused to fulfill UN’s
requirement of stopping its uranium enrichment
activity.—Internet

| AEA confirmsfinding unnatural

uranium in Syria again

VIENNA, 20 Feb— IAEA inspectors have found
unnatural uranium particlesinthe sampletakenfrom
abombed establishment in Syria, said areport sub-
mitted by Mohamed ElBaradei, director general of
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA),
to the members of IAEA council on Thursday.

The report said that the IAEA inspectors have
found eighty uranium particlesin the establishment
blown down by Israel at aremote desert in eastern
Syria. Syriahasto give a proper explanation to the
source of these substances.

Thereport also pointed out that “the possibility is
very small that these uranium particles have come
from Israel’s air attack missiles.” —Internet




*

6 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Saturday, 21 February, 2009

A farmer carries an umbrella as she throws fertilizer onto her field of winter
wheat crop asrain falls on the outskirts of the town of Xichuan, Henan
Province on 18 Feb, 2009. —INTERNET

Houston, 20 Feb—
The leading global en-
ergy company BP has
agreed to pay nearly 180
million US dollarsto set-
tle afederal lawsuit over
pollution at its Texas City
refinery.

Under the settlement
announced on Thursday,
the international energy
giant will spend 161 mil-
lion dollarsto reduce pol-
[ution at the refinery, an-
other 12 milliondollarsin
penaltiesand 6 million on
a project to clean the air

[ DT [T ||

in the surrounding com-
munity.

Following a series of
mergersand acquisitions,
the BP became the larg-
est 0il and gas producer
and one of the largest
gasoline retailers in the
United States by the end
of 2001, with a focus on
oil and gas production in
the deepwater Gulf of
Mexico near Houston.

BP's settlement
with the US Department

Energy giant BP to pay nearly $180 m
to settle pollution casein Texas

of Justice and the Envi-
ronmental Protection
Agency (EPA) follows a
deadly explosion and fire
in March 2005 that killed
15 people and injured
more than 170 others at
the refinery.

In 2007, the British
company pleaded guilty
to violating the Clean Air
Act and agreed to pay a
separatefine of 50 million
dollars.

Internet

15 peopleinjured in perfumery
blast in Turkey

ANKARA, 20 Feb—A powerful blast hit a perfum-
ery in central Turkish Province of Eskisehir on Thurs-
day, injuring 15 people, the semi-official Anatolia
news agency reported.

Eskisehir Governor Mehmet Kiliclar was quoted
by saying that two of theinjured werein serious con-
dition in the central Anatolian Province.

“We are conducting a scene investigation and try-
ing to find out what caused the blast,” Kiliclar said.

Hesaid fire crewsand civilian defenceteamswere
working together to extinguish a huge blaze that en-
gulfed a number of stores and parking cars in the
nearby area. All buildings around the perfumery have
been evacuated as a precautionary measure, he added.

Six killed by armed men
in Colombia

Bocota, 20 Feb—Six passengerswere forced off a
bus travelling from Pasto to Tumaco and killed by an
unidentified armed group, police said on Thursday.

“We havetheinformation that itisanillegal armed
group. We are investigating whether it is a criminal
band,” said Colonel William Montezuma, police com-
mander of Narino Province.

Police said the armed group forced the bus to stop
late on Wednesday before forcing the six passengers
off and killing them.

Therest of the 34 passengers remained on the bus
and the driver was told to move on.

Initial investigations showed that the victims were
merchants who arrived at Tumaco for business. The

French construction group to

raise 1.5b euroin capital

Paris, 20 Feb —French construction group Saint
Gobain announced on Friday it would raise 1.5 bil-
lion euros (1.9 billion dollars) in new capital and cut
more jobs due to the global financial crisis.

Saint Gobain said in a statement that the capital,
which would beraised through share subscriptionsfor
itsshareholdersonly, “aimsto reinforcethefinancially

flexibility of the group.”

The new capital will allow the company to reduce
its capital debt ratio, solidify its credit score and
strengthen its access to the financial market, it said.

Saint Gobain said it slashed 8,000 jobs worldwide
in 2008 and saved 400 million eurosin costs.

“There will be workforce reductions in 2009,” a
Saint Gobain spokesman told AFP, adding that no fig-

ure has been decided.

Theworld's shortest man alive and
certified by GuinnessWorld Records,
Chinese He Pingping, 20, at 74.1
centimeter-tall (2 feet, 5.17 inch-tall),
dragsareplica of a 55-centimeter
(21.7-inch) shoeworn by theworld
tallest man, late Robert Wadlow of US
in Tokyo, Japan.

Internet | bodies have not yet been identified.—Internet Internet
Man gets 20 weeksin jail
for whistling NEws ALBUM

A Wingerworth, England, man has
been sentenced to 20 weeks in prison
after he repeatedly whistled the theme
to “The Addams Family” TV show at
his neighbours.

Leopold Wrobel, 51, was convicted
of violating an antisocia behaviour or-
der directing him to cease whistling the
tune at neighbours Michael and
Kathleen Sharpe. Magistrates at aChes-
terfield, England, court also found him
guilty of two counts of harassment, The
Daily Telegraph reported on Friday.

Prosecutor Michael Treharne said
Wraobel’s behavior may seem silly “but
if something happens on an on-going
basis and goes on and on and on, even-
tually it reachesthe stage of being abso-
lutely intolerable.”

Kathleen Sharpe, 66, told the court
Wrobel was always waiting with his
whistling whenever she left her house.

Quit smoking — L ove me,

love my pet

Smokers unwilling to kick off the
habit may consider giving up cigarettes
for the benefit of their pets, researchers
said in the journal Tobacco Control on
Monday.

A survey conducted by US
researchers showed that 28 percent of
pet ownerswho smokewould try to quit
to sparetheir petsthe harmful effects of
second-hand smoke.

“It’ snot necessarily that peoplelove
their petsmorethanthey lovethemselves
or their children, it's just another
motivational factor for peopletoconsider
quitting smoking,” said Sharon
Milberger, an epidemiologist at the
Henry Ford Health System in Detroit.

India’s Dhruv helicopters perform at
the“Aero India 2009” at Yelahanka
air base on the outskirts of
Bangalore, India. Aviation
companies from around the world
are participating in the 5-day event.

Volunteers and fishermen attempt a
massive rescue, using their boats and
hands, todrivebacktotheseahundreds
of melon-headed dol phinswhich swam
into shallow waters off ManilaBay in
Orion, Bataan Provinceabout 60miles
west of Manila, Philippines.

Even deactivated, grenade a bad show-and-tell idea

Officials cleared out a Dallas-area elementary school briefly on Thursday
morning after asecond-grade student brought adeactivated hand grenadefor show
andtell. Eulesspolice Lt JohnWilliamssaysthe student walked into hisclassroom
with the grenade at Oakwood Terrace Elementary School. The teacher took it,
placed it on adesk and notified the principal.

The school was evacuated until police arrived and inspected the object.
Williams saysthat athough the grenade still had apin, it had ahole at the bottom
and was empty — the sort of thing that might be used as a paperweight.

No injuries were reported. Students returned to their classrooms after 15
minutes, and the unidentified student was getting a good talking to from police.
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Opportunetime, circumstances and changes

Man has learnt many lessons of time.
Sometimeswe havetowait for aperiod of time, and
sometimeswe haveto catch up on time. Here, what
is true is that time never waits for us, and we can
never go back to the past. Everything changes as
time passes. Have alook at yourself. Everything is
impermanent. Every living thing ismortal. Science
defines death 'no more cellsrecycling'. That means
cellsrecycle until death. The body of aliving thing
always changes due to the new cellsthat recycle as
time goes by.

However, inashort time, those changesare
indistinct, but they become distinct after months
andyearshaveelapsed. Man changesboth physically
and mentally at al times. To be frank, | wish our
physical and mental changes were all perfect.
However, we should consider that everything, good
or bad, runsits course. Inreality, we are not able to
control our body, let alone perfect changes.

Y ears pass and a person forms a family;
families form a clan; and clans form an ethnic
group. Ethnic groups, territory, government and
sovereignty form anation. In fact, acountry hasits
own nameand location, based onitspeople. So, itis
safe to say that a nation is constituted with minds
and bodiesof each of the people. So, itiscompletely
acceptable that everything associated with man
changes continuously. Peopl e seek waysand means
toimproveall thechanges. Therefore, thingsrelated
to the human society are changing variously. Any
person cannot make perfect changesfor him, so
itisvery hard tomake prefect changesfor many
peoplein notime.

For example, in a couple of decades, the
United Statesof America, theworld'srichest country,
has seen four presidential and regime changes
according to the so-called world exemplary
democracy system and constitution. Now, the USis
facing the financial crisisand economic crisis, and
haswaged two unfinished wars. It isalso attracting
a growing dissatisfaction and displeasure of the
majority of the world countries. US citizens
expressed their choices with the hopes of best
changes they had expected for many years. In
practice, however, the country has not seen perfect
changes. Thailand, one of Myanmar's immediate
neighbours, has seen many changes in 20 years
including three military coupsfollowed by changes
of prime ministers and governments. Last year
alone, thecountry faced changesof primeministers.
The people split into two groups in the process of

[U Swe (Bahan)

and paved the way.

In 2010, Myanmar will seea new gover nment to be
elected by the people and a new executive system, for
whichthegover nment haspledged, madear rangements,

electing a new government, and that was very risky.
Thai people expressed their choices, looking forward
to best changes, but in practicethey did not havetheir
wishes fulfilled.

Now, theentireMyanmar peoplear eeager
to see a political change, as evidenced by the
results of the referendum held in May and June
2008inwhich 92.48 per cent of thevoter sexpr essed
their support for the State constitution designed
for democratic transition. The government has
announced the programmes including the timeframe
for the changes. In 2010, Myanmar will see a new
government to be elected by the people and a new
executive system, for which the government has
pledged, made arrangements, and paved the way.
Therefore, thedemocratictransition processcontains
the government's management and control to some
extent. Nonethel ess, someareclai ming that the people
should not accept the process because the
government'smanagement inthat regardisnot perfect.
Really, even old democracies never made perfect
changes at one go.

| amupset by theactsof agroup of pessimists.
In my opinion, their demand for a dialogue and
negotiation without pre-conditionsdo not conform at
all with the objective conditions. And their acts
evoked my memories of the conditions of Japan that
was about to be defeated in the end of the World War
I1. Hiroshima and Nagasaki lost lives of so many
innocent people and a great deal of property. The
objective conditions at the time brought the best
historic results to Japanese King Hirohito with
Kamikaze spirit who absol utel y hated to accept defeat.
Japan made a correct decision to yield to the wishes
of and join hands with the Allies in order to bring
glory back toits history. Sixty years after that Japan
was ableto stand asamilitarily, economically strong
country. Then, the points of the democracy-like
agreement it signed with the Allies after the defeat in
1945 dwindled away. The country became a member
of the world's greatest industrial countries. Even its

Perfect changes of millions of people of a nation
areimpossibleat onestroke. So, it isneeded towork
toachieveperfect changeslittleby littleaccordingto
the objective conditions, circumstances and time.

.

armed forcesformed just for self-defencecould send
its troops to the Iraq battlefield. None of today's
Japanese citizens blames their king for yielding to
the Allies, but all Japanese people admire and love
him for hisvision.

Now, Myanmar isnot fightingawar, and
thetwosidesarenot enemies, either. | ndeed, they
are getting involved in a dispute of how to pave
the way to generate a prosperous future of the
motherland. In thiscase, what they need isjust to
work in accordance with the sole common goal.
Even senior democracies make changes without
sacrificing the foundation. After the World War 11,
there was a heated debate among the Allies over
whether members of the pervious government and
Nazi Party should be included in a new government
for reconstruction of Germany. Eventually, they
agreed with the formation of the government with
old members. Following the US conquest over
Irag, discussions were held immensely to decide
on whether Barth Party and Irag armed forces
should bedissolved or not. After their dissolution,
national reformation process was followed by
bloodshed for over a half decade. Above-
mentioned points are only some evidences that
indicate what should be done for the most
appropriate changes of a nation.

Human beings by nature like changes, and
do things individually or in organization to make
some changes. In the process, they hold the hope of
the best results. In thisregard, the process should be
carried out in accordance with the objective
conditions, circumstances and time. Actually, it is
very hard for a person to make perfect changesin a
shorttime. At first, standinfront of amirror and look
at yourself through it to find out that you have
achieved all the changes that you have longed for
previousyears, onyour body and mind. Then, balance
between objective conditions and your changes. No
one thinks that they have achieved perfect changes.
| wish certain personswould realize and accept that
perfect changes of millions of people of anation are
impossible at one stroke. So, it is needed to work to
achieve perfect changes little by little according to
the objective conditions, circumstances and time. |
wouldliketoremindthemthatif they wastepresent
opportune time, favourable circumstances and
changes, they will never get such unique
opportunities again.

Translation: MS
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ﬂCash donated for 5th all-round renovation of Shwe Phone Pwint Pagodaﬂ

Y ANGON, 20 Feb— A ceremony to donate cash for
the 5th al-round renovation of Shwe Phone Pwint
Pagoda for the first time was held at the pagoda in
Pazundaung Township today.

Patron of the Central Leading Committee for the
5th all-round renovation of the pagoda Chairman of
Yangon Division Peace and Development Council
Commander of Yangon Command Brig-Gen Win
Myintand Chairman of theCentral LeadingCommittee
Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsanaccepted
thedonation and presented certificatesof honour tothe
donors.

First, Secretary of the Central leading Committee
Managing Director of Myanma Motion Picture
Enterpriseof theMinistry of InformationU AungMyo
Myint reported on measuresbeing takenfor the5thall-
round renovation of the pagoda.

Afterwards, Commander Brig-Gen Win Myint
donated K300,000 for the renovation and Minister
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan accepted the cash and presented
the certificate of honour to the commander.

Commander Brig-Gen Win Myint, Minister Brig-
Gen Kyaw Hsan, Managing Director U Aung Myo
Myint, U Tint Lwin, the chairman of the board of
trusteesof thepagodaand official sconcerned accepted
the cash donated by wellwishers and today’ s donation
reached over K25 million.

The Central Leading Committee has been taking
measures for applying gold plates to Shwe Phone
Pwint Pagodaandfor renovatingthereligiousbuildings
at the pagoda and wellwishers may donate cash to the
pagoda.— MNA

Commander Brig-Gen Win Myint and
Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan attend the first
cash donation ceremony for the 5th all-round

renovation of Shwe Phone Pwint Pagoda.
MNA

UN special rapporteur on human
rightsin Myanmar meets the Press

NAY Pvi Taw, 20 Feb— Mr TomasOjeaQuintana,
the United Nations special rapporteur on humanrights
in Myanmar, gave a press conference at Yangon
International Airport at 7 pm yesterday.

He gave a press conference before the end of his
six-day visit to Myanmar. Myanmar’s human rights

his special report on human rightsin Myanmar at the
United Nations General Assembly, he added.

Asked what result he gained during his visit to
Kayin State by Reuters News Agency’s U Aung Hla
Tun, Mr Quintanareplied that hemet three groupswho
have exchanged arms for peace with the government

Mr. Tomas Ojea Quintana, UN special rapporteur on human rightsin Myanmar, meets with
media personnel at Yangon International Aiport.—mnNA

situation remained “challenging” and he made
recommendation on improvement of human rights
situation in Myanmar and there were positive signs
over hisrecommendationsfrom Myanmar government,
he said. He also met with Chief Justice U Aung Toe
and discussed his recommendations about
improvement of thejudiciary system, hetold reporters.
Healso met the Attorney-General and they exchanged
views on the upcoming election in 2010, the State
Constitution and international human rights law, he
added. Atthemeetingwith Minister for HomeAffairs,
the minister said he would consider his
recommendations, Mr Quintana told the press
conference. He said he had met five prisoners during
afour-hour visit to the Insein prison. He will present

‘ 21-2-09 NL 8

during hisvisit to Kayin State.

Inhisreply to U Ko Ko of Yangon Times Journal
Mr Quintana said he could not meet U Win Tin
although he wished to, but he received aletter from U
WinTin. Mr Quintanaaddedthat U WinTinsaidinthe
letter that he expected to meet him during hisnext trip
toMyanmar. Hedid not know why U Win Tindid not
meet him, Mr Quintana said.

Positive response from the Chief Justice over his
recommendations on human rights situation in
Myanmar wastheprogressof thevisit, heansweredthe
guestion about the difference between his previous
visitin August last year and the current visit asked by
U Myo Thar Htet of Seven Days Journal.

The press conference ended at 7.20 pm. —MNA

$ 1/17/32, 4:44 PM

M CDC concludes

refresher cour se

Nay Pyi Taw, 20 Feb—A ceremony to
conclude office work refresher course No 1/2009 of
Mandalay City Development Committee was held at
the hall of MCDC on 13 February. Chairman of
Mandalay City Development Committee Mayor Brig-
Gen Phone Zaw Han made a speech on the occasion
and presented prizes to outstanding trainees.

MNA

62nd Anniversary
Union Day mar ked

INn Magway Division

NAY Pvi Taw, 20 Feb—Chairman of Magway
Division Peace and Development Council Col Phone
Maw Shwe read out the message sent by Chairman of
the State Peaceand Devel opment Council of theUnion
of Myanmar Senior General Than Shwe to the 62nd
Anniversary Union Day held at Magway Division

sport ground on 12 February.
MNA

Coord meeting for holding
Tennis Event held

YancGoN, 20 Feb—A coordination meeting
washeld at themeeting hall (1) in Aung San Stadium
here this morning for organizing Junior Davis Cup
Pre-Qualifying/World Junior Boys and Girls Pre-
Qualifying Event, which will be held in Myanmar
from 2 to 9 March.

General Secretary of Myanmar Olympic
CommitteeDirector-General U Thaung Htaik of Sports
and Physical Education Department made an address
and General Secretary of Myanmar TennisFederation
U Lay Naing explained arrangements being made for
holding the event.

MNA
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Transport facility and smooth flow of commodity will improve soon between

Myanmar and Bangladesh through Rakhine State

UMFCCI President meets Bangladeshi guests

Y ANGON, 20Feb—
President of Union of
Myanmar Federation of
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry U WinMyint,
Vice-Presidents U Aung
Lwinand U Zaw MinWin,
Generd Secretary U Sein
WinHlaing, Joint Secretary
U TunAungand Chairman
of Myanmar Medicinesand
Medical Merchants
Association Dr Win Sithu
met with Deputy Governor
Mr Ziaul Hasan Siddiqui of
Bangladesh Bank,
Chairman of Bangladesh-
Myanmar Business
Promotion Council Mr
Syed Mahmudul Hug,
Trade Consultant Mr
Shafiqul Idam of Ministry

UMFCCI President U Win Myint and members hold discussions with Deputy Governor Mr. Ziaul Hasan Siddiqui of
Bangladesh Bank and party. — mNA

Bangladeshi delegation.
He understands that the
Bangladeshi delegation is
heretofurther enhanceand

of Commerce, General | develop the existing

efforts to increase
productionof rice, beans
and pulses, marine
products and others not
only for local

Myanmar ismakingeffortstoincreaseproduction
of rice, beans and pulses, marine products and others
not only for local consumption but for export. When
Bangladesh faced a food shortage situation, Myanmar
gover nment per mitted itsprivatesector toexportriceto
supplement the neighbour’srequirement.

Manager Mr Md Atiqur
Rahman of Sonali Bank,
Managing Director Mr
Mohamad Nurul Amin of
National Credit and
Commerce Bank Ltd,
together with officias of
the Bangladeshi Embassy
to Myanmar at the
UMFCCI building on
Minye Kyawswa Road in
Lanmadaw Township this
afternoon.

Speaking on the
occasion, President UWin
Myint said that he was
pleased to meet with the
honourable members of

bilateral economic
relations between the
countries. Trade
cooperation between the
two countries has been
achieving success year
after year, he said.

He noted that
Myanmarisanagricultural
country, and the
government haslaid down
plans to boost the
production of the
agriculture sector. He said
that it is simultaneously
encouraging the
agriculture sector.
Myanmar is making

consumption but for

export. When
Bangladesh faced a food
shortage situation,

Myanmar gover nment
permitted its private
sector to export rice to
fulfil the neighbour’s
requirement, he added.
He said that
Myanmar and Bangladesh
are enjoying very good
neighbourly relations.
During his visit to
Bangladeshlastyear, Vice-
Senior General Maung
Aye consolidated that
relationship and laid the

foundation for further
cooperation. Some
Myanmar businessmen
hadtheopportunity tomeet
the private sector in
Bangladeshanddiscussthe
tradepromotionwiththem,
he added.

Hepointedout that
Myanmar government is
undertaking many
important communication
linkages in Rakhine State.
Transport facility and
smoothflow of commodity
will improvesoon between
Myanmar and Bangladesh
through Rakhine State, he
sad. In the near future, it
will bemucheasiertotravel
and transport goodsto this
region. As such, he sad
that Myanmar will facilitate
the greater bilatera trade
cooperation with
neighbouring Bangladesh.

The government
has given instructions to
undertaketheborder trade
under the normal trade
procedure, he add.

The UMFCCI

President said that in order
to promote trade, the
bankingarrangementsneed
tobeestablished. Myanmar
Investment and
Commercial Bank and
Myanmar Foreign Trade
Bank need to have
corresponding banks in
Bangladesh for effective
and reliable payments
rel atedtotradetransactions.
He said he believes that
Bangladesh-Myanmar
Business  Promotion
Council can play aleading
role in promoting bilateral
economic cooperation
between the two countries,
and UMFCCI will do its
best to offer whatever
assistance is possible. In
conclusion, heexpressedhis
thanks to the Bangladeshi
Embassy’s Commercial
Counsellor for all the
cooperation extended.
Deputy Governor
Mr Ziaul Hasan Siddiqui of
Bangladesh Bank said that
they came to Myanmar for
holding discussions on

economic opportunities
between the two countries,
Bangladesh focuses on
cooperation in economic
sector with Myanmar. It is
necessary to promote the
bilateral tradeandtochange
the trend of border trade to
thet of theregulartrade. They
want to enjoy the smooth
facilities in the banking
sarvices. He said that they
would like to organize a
meetingonbanking matters
in'Y angon soon.

He continued to
say that Bangladesh wants
toinvestin agricultureand
livestock breeding sectors
in Myanmar through the
bilateral cooperation and
theywouldliketojoinhands
with  Myanmar for
economic development. In
conclusion, the Deputy
Governor invited
Myanmar entrepreneursto
put their investment in
economic sector of
Bangladesh.

The  meeting
ended at 5 p.m.—MNA

132 studentsreceive first
aid skills

Y ANGON, 19 Feb — A total of 132 students of
MawlamyineUniversity receivedfirstaid skillsduring
thefirst aid course No. 7/2007 of the university.

The course was jointly conducted by
Supervisory Committee for Mon State Red Cross
Society and MawlamyineUniversity Red Cross Soci ety
and it concluded on 6 February.

U Maung Maung Myint, Chairman of
Mawlamyine University Red Cross Society, and Prof
Dr Htay Aung of Mawlamyine University presented
the completion certificates and outstanding awardsto
the trainees. — MNA
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CICSBasic Clerical
Course No. 129 concludes

Y ANGoN, 20 Feb— The conclusion ceremony
of basic clerical course No. 129 washeld at the parade
groundof Central Instituteof Civil Service(Phaunggyi)
this morning.

Rector U Win Maung took the salute of the
graduationcompany and presented prizesto outstanding
trainees.

Next, the rector delivered an address on the
occasion at Ohndaw Hall and presented conclusion
certificates to trainees. — MNA

1/17/32, 4:44 PM

*

MANA to hold 10" Annual
General Meeting of Central
Committee

Y AnGoN, 19 Feb —Myanmar Anti-Narcotics
Associationwill holdtheWorkshop on Communication
MANA'’s Strategic Vision and the Way Forward on 25
February, the 10" Annual General Meeting of the
Central Committee on 26 February, and the MANA
Youth Programme Workshop on 27 February at
Myanmar Life Hotel in Mingladon Township, here.

Chairmen and executives from the State and
Division Branches who will attend the meeting are to
contact the MANA (Head Office) on 24 February
evening.—MNA
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United Nations special rapporteur on human rightsin Myanmar concludes visit
Positive response secured from Myanmar gover nment for improvement of human rights

Nay Pyi Taw, 20
Feb— Mr. Tomas Ojea
Quintana, the United Na-
tionsspecial rapporteur on
humanrightsinMyanmar,
paid a second visit to
Myanmar from 14 to 19
February 2009. Hearrived
in Myanmar on 14 Febru-
ary evening. Fulfillinghis
wishes, an arrangement
was made for him to visit
Kayin State by helicopter
of the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization on 15 Febru-
ary morning. During one
and a haf days visit in
Kayin State, Mr. Quintana
met with threegroupsthat
had returned to the legal
fold and arejoining hands
withthegovernmentinthe
regional development
tasks.

They were: the group
led by U Htein Maung at
Htawkoko, Pado Aung
San and group at
Phayagon and DKBA in
Myainggyingu.  Mr.
Quintana observed their
development undertak-
ings. Moreover, hehad an
opportunity to visit Hpa-
an Jail and met with in-
mates separately.

On 16 February after-
noon, Mr. Quintanaonhis
request met about 30 dip-
lomats, the majority of
whomwereambassadors,
a Mya Yeik Nyo Hotel.
Next, hevisitedInseinJail .

The arrangement to
visit Maubin Jail on 17
February was cancelled

Myanmar Human Rights Organization led by Deputy Attorney-General Dr Tun Shin meeting with Mr. Tomas Ojea
Quintana, the United Nations special rapporteur on human rightsin Myanmar, and party.—mNA

dueto hissubmission. He
requested to meet with
certain diplomats in pri-
vate.

Thearrangement was
made for himin short no-
tice to call on the diplo-
mats. He had an opportu-
nity to meet ambassadors
of Australia, the Republic
of Singapore and the Rus-
sian Federation, the
Charged' Affairesai of the
US Embassy and senior
diplomats of Thailand. In
addition, asrequested, the
government made an ar-
rangement for Mr.
Quintana to meet with
resident representativesof
UN agencies at UNDP
Office.

On 18 February, Mr.
Quintanaflew to Nay Pyi
Taw and called on Chief
Justice U Aung Toe, At-
torney-General U Aye
Maung and representa-

tives of Myanmar Bar
Council. In meeting with
Chief JusticeU Aung Toe,
Mr. Quintanaasked about
conditionsof inmatesand
Myanmar judicial system.
The Chief Justice ex-
plained at length the
Myanmar judicial system.
At the next cal, Attor-
ney-General U Aye
Maung explained
progressin amending the
suitablelawstobein con-
formity with the constitu-
tion to shape the future
nation. In the afternoon,
Mr. Quintana separately
called on Minister for
Foreign Affairs U Nyan
Win and Minister for
Home Affairs Maj-Gen
Maung Oo. Onhisfurther
request, arrangements
weremadefor himtomeet
with Chairman of Tripar-
tite Core Group U Kyaw
Thu and Minister for La-

Mr. Tomas Ojea Quintana, the United Nations special rapporteur on
human rightsin Myanmar, meets with responsible persons of DKBA in
Myainggyingu, Kayin State—mNA
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bour U Aung Kyi.

On 19 February morn-
ing, heheld meetingswith
Director-General  of
Myanmar Police Force
Brig-Gen Khin Yi, repre-
sentatives of the Union
Solidarity and Develop-
ment Association and the
Myanmar Women's Af-
fairs Federation. Inthe af -
ternoon, Mr. Quintanaand
party met with Myanmar
Human Rights Organize-
tion led by Deputy Attor-
ney-General Dr Tun Shin
and exchanged views on
promotion and protecting
of human rights in
Myanmar. After that, he
went back to Yangon by
air.

During the meeting
with the Minister for For-

eign Affairsand the Min-
ister for Home Affairsin
Nay Pyi Taw, Mr.
Quintana requested a
meeting with U Win Tin.
At 3.20 p.m. on 19 Febru-
ary, the arrangement was
cancelled because U Win
Tin did not meet Mr.
Quintana.  Officials
handed over aletter of U
Win Tinto Mr. Quintana.
Before his departure at
Y angonInternational Air-
port, Mr. Quintanaheld a
press conference and re-
marked that Myanmar’s
human rightssituation re-
mained challenging but
measures taken by the
governmentwerepositive.
At the airport, he had one
more chanceto meet with
diplomats.

The government al-
lowed Mr. Quintana to
hold meetings with offi-
cias, diplomats, resident
representatives of UN
agencies, thepeacegroups
that had returned to the
legal fold and NGOs in
accord with his wishes.
Moreover, the govern-
ment fulfilled the wishes
of Mr. Quintana to visit
thejailsin Kayin State as
time and condition per-
mitted. It is obvious that
thecollaborativeeffortsof
theMyanmar government
withMr. Quintanareflects
its cooperation with the
UN Human Rights Coun-
cil for improvement and
protection of humanrights
in Myanmar.

MNA

Development undertakings
inspected in Wetlet, Shwebo

Nay Pyi Taw, 19
Feb—Deputy Minister for
Progress of Border Areas
and National Races and
Development Affairs Col
Tin Ngwe met villagers
from Sainainglay,
Thanagyaung and
Meikhtila villages at
Thanagyaung Village in
Wetlet Township on 17
February.

After the meeting, he
donated K 100,000 each
to thefundsof self-reliant
libraries in Sainaninglay,
Meikhtila, Hsinmyay and
Thanagyaung villages.

1/17/32, 4:45 PM

Wellwisher U Thein
Winof ShweThapyay Co.
donated K 500,000 to the
funds for construction of
Thanagyaung-Meikhtila-
Sainainglay self-reliant
gravel road.

After meeting with
officials, townseldersand
villagersat theBasic Edu-
cation Primary School of
Hanlin Model Village in
the township, the deputy
minister presented K
100,000 each for school,
clinic and library in the
village.

In the afternoon, the

deputy minister inspected
maintenance of lake, con-
struction of the bund at
Maha Nanda Lake and
placing of gravel on
Hsinbyushin Road in
Shwebo.

In Wetlet, the deputy
minister visited the
waterwork on Khayay
Street in Shwe-oh-twin
Ward 3 and viewed
progress in placing of
gravel on Wetlet-
Khawtaw-Y wathagyi
Road with the contribu-
tions of the government
funds—MNA
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Maj-Gen Ko Ko continues inspection tour of Pyapon Tsp|

Nay Py Taw, 20 Feb—Magj-Gen Ko Ko of the
Ministry of Defence, whowasin Pyapon of Ayeyawady
Division, accompanied by Chairman of Ayeyawady
Division Peace and Devel opment Council Commander
of South-West Command Mgj-Gen Kyaw Swe and
departmental officials, looked into inspection station of
Fisheries Department in Daminseik village on 18
February. On arrival at theinspection station, Magj-Gen
Ko Ko heard reports on matters relating to fishery
industry. He then inspected the cyclone shelter of
Daminseik village being constructed by Yuzana
Congtruction and gave instructions. Mg-Gen Ko Ko
paid homage to Sayadaw Abhidhaja
Aghamahasaddhammajotika Bhaddanta Pandi of
Aungmyaychangthaya monastery and donated
provisions to the Sayadaw.

Maj-GenKoKoal soinspected Y outh Devel opment
Parahita Centre, pre-primary school of Maternal and
Child Welfare Association of Kani model village,
Dedalu bridge on Pyapon-Kyonkadun- Ahma road
section, and renovation of Myogon dyke.

Maj-Gen Ko Ko looked into upgrading of
Kyonkadun-Daw Nyein-Ahmaroad being carried out
by Public Worksand went to Myogon bridgeinwhich
he heard reports on reconstruction of the bridge.

After hearing the reports presented by officials
concerned of Myanmar Salt and Marine Chemical
Enterprise, Public works on maintenance works of
Kyonkadun-Ahma road and future transportation
facilitiesin Pyapondistrict, Maj-Gen Ko Ko inspected
road works on Kyonkadun-Ahma-Daw Nyein road.

Maj-Gen Ko Ko and party proceeded to Daw
Nyein village in which he looked into construction of
cyclone shelter and heard reports on remaining works
to be completed by the end of April.

Maj-Gen Ko Ko of Ministry of Defence inspects construction of cyclone shelter at Daminseik
village in Pyapon Township.—MNA

Maj-GenKoKolater wenttosat field of salt maker
U Aung Min of Naukmi village tract and observed
production process of dried salt and viewed salt sample.

Officials concerned of Myanmar Salt and Marine
Chemicals Enterprise presented reports on plans for
production of 300,000 metric tons of dat from salt-
industriesin Ayeyawady Divisionincurrent salt season
and the Commander gave a supplementary reports.

Maj-Gen Ko Ko also looked into shrimp paste
businesses in Naukmi village and heard reports on
production of shrimp paste with sea water shrimps.

Maj-Gen Ko Ko then proceeded to chosen sitefor
construction of cyclone shelter in Ahma and heard
reportson constructionworkspresented by responsible
persons of Dagon International Ltd and gave
instructions—MNA

Development undertakingsinspected in Kalaw, Hshseng

Yancon, 20 Feb—
Minister for Commerce
Brig-GenTinNaing Thein
on 14 February discussed
education, health and
economic development
with local people in

Nantpantet Village Basic
Education Primary School
in Wetphyuyay Village-
tract in Kalaw Township.

The minister
presented cashtothefunds
of Village BEHS and

dispensary.

On 15 February, the
minister visited Naunglon
mango farm. In
Saikkhaung Village of
Hsihseng Township, the
minister presented cashto

thefundsof VillageBEHS
and dispensary and
viewed thriving seasonal
crops of local farmers.
On 16 February, the
minister donated cash to
the funds of BEPS in
Lwephaw Village of
Kaaw Township.—MNA

Minister Brig-Gen Tin
Naing Thein visits
seasonal crops
plantations of Farmer
U Tun Seinin
Saikkhaung Village of
Hsihseng
Township.—mNA

SPED Director-General U Thaung Htaik addresses press meet on Grand Royal Special
Reserve Billiards & Snooker Championship.—mNA
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Press conference on Grand Royal
Special Reserve Billiardsand Snooker
Championship held

YancGoN, 20 Feb—Press conference on Grand
Royal Special Reserve Billiards and Shooker
Championship, mainly sponsored by International
Beverages Trading Co Ltd, was held at the ball room
of Chatrium Hotel here this afternoon.

It was attended by General Secretary of Myanmar
Olympic Committee Director-General of Sports and
Physical Education Department U Thaung Htaik and
officials, executivesof Myanmar Billiardsand Snooker
Federation, officials of IBTC, guests and journalists.

General Secretary of Myanmar Olympic
Committee Director-General of Sports and Physical
Education Department U Thaung Htaik madeaspeech
on the occasion.

President of Myanmar Billiards and Snooker
Federation U Soe Myint explained the facts about
tournament and Executive Director U Tint Oo of
International Beverages Trading Co Ltd explained the
purpose of holding the tournament.

The press conference concluded after responsible
persons had replied to queriesrai sed by those present.
The championship will be held at Domino Club in
Mandalay on 25 February, at Manchester Snooker
Club in Taunggyi on 9 March, at the Township sport
ground in Taunggyi and at the Township Gymnasium
in Magway and at Diamond Billiards and Snooker
Center in Kamayut Township (Y angon Division) on
18 March. Handsome prizes will be awarded.

MNA

®
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CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV HANSEDUO VOY NO (101N)

Consignees of cargo carriedon MV HANSEDUO
VOY NO (101N) arehereby notified that thevesse will
be arriving on 21.2.2009 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of M.I.P where it will lie a the
consignee’ srisk and expensesand subject tothebyelaws
and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pm upto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessal.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SMAXICON CONTAINER
LINES

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

Volcano eruptsin southern Chile

Clouds of smoke hung over Chaiten after
last May's massive eruption.—INTERNET

CHAITEN , 20 Feb — Chile has evacu-
ated more than 150 people who had re-
turned to the southern town of Chaiten
after it was destroyed by avol canic erup-
tion last year.Authorities decided to take
action after the Chaiten volcano erupted
again on Thursday, sending a stream of
lavadown its Slopes.

Authoritiessay no-onewill bealowed
to stay inthe area, in Patagonia.But many
of Chaiten’s4,500 former residents have
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resisted government plansto rel ocate the
town.Deputy Interior Minister Patricio
Rosende said thevolcano had seen“asig-
nificant resumption of activity”.

“Our security team has observed an
increase in the size of a column of ash
and smoke, with a deformation to one
side” he said.” That leads us to presume
that thereisacollapse of one of the cones.
This is more proof of the imminent risk
inthearea. Itisatime-bomb.”

The volcano, which is 10km (6 miles)
from the town, had been dormant for
9,000 yearsbeforelast May's spectacul ar
eruption.Vast clouds of smoke and ash
soared more than 30km into the sky, as
the debris reached neighbouring Argen-
tinaand disrupted flights.

Atthetime, officialssaid thevolcano's
two craters had fused, helping ease
pressure.But agovernment expert onvol-
canoes warned there could be abig erup-
tion at any time. —Internet

*

Fearing ar-
rest, youth
‘shoots him-
self dead

HosHIARPUR, 20 Feb —
A youth allegedly shot
himself dead while being
chased by a police party
and his accomplice es-
caped after opening fireat
them at Bhuno near here
today.

Thedeceased wasiden-
tified as Gurmukh Singh
of Bihran village and po-
liceare on thelook-out for
his friend Gulshan of the
same village, SSP
(Hoshiarpur) Parmod
Bhan told a press confer-
ence here.

Theincident started off
at a check post on
Hoshiarpur-Mahilpur
road, where police inter-
cepted theduo. They sped
off and police gave a hot
chase.

Apprehending arrest,
they opened fireat police.
When police retaliated,
Gulshan managed to es-
cape while Singh pulled
the trigger on himself,
police claimed.

PolicerecoveredaUS-
made 9 mm pistol, 12 car-
tridges and a .315 bore
country-made pistol from
the spot.

PTI

1/17/32, 4:45 PM

US study tiesfood to strokerisk

CHicaco, 20 Feb— Peoplewhollivein neighbour-
hoods packed with fast-food restaurants are more
likely tosuffer strokes, USresearcherssaid on Thurs-
day.

They said residentsof one Texas county who lived
in neighbourhoods with the highest number of fast-
food restaurants had a 13-per-cent higher risk of
experiencing a stroke than those in neighbourhoods
with the fewest such restaurants.

Thestudy, presented at the American Stroke Associa-
tion's International Stroke Conference, does not prove
living near fast-food restaurantsraisestherisk of stroke,
but it does suggest the two are linked in some way.

“The data show a true association,” Dr Lewis
Morgenstern of the University of Michigan's stroke
programme, who led the study, said in a statement.

But hesaiditisnot clear whether being surrounded
by fast-food means you eat more of it, or that it is
simply asign of an unhealthy neighbourhood.

“We need to start unraveling why these particular
communities have higher stroke risks,” Morgenstern
said. “Isit direct consumption of fast food? Isit the
lack of more healthy options? Is there something
completely different in these neighbourhoods that is
associated with poor health” he asked.

MNA/Reuters

British couple arrested with
52 pounds of cocainetravel-
ling with four kids

Caracas, 20 Feb—Two British citizens were ar-
rested on Monday by policein Venezuelafor suspected
drugs offenses, leaving four childrenin the care of the
country’s social services.

The Foreign Office said the pair were arrested at
the airport on the island of Margarita, off the north
coast of the country. They were accompanied by four
minors, who were taken into care by the authorities.

“1 can confirm that two British nationals were ar-
rested at MargaritaAirport in Venezuelaon 16 Febru-
ary,” aspokeswoman for the Foreign Office said. “ Four
accompanying minors are in the care of Venezuelan
social services. We are providing appropriate consu-
lar assistance.”

The spokeswoman could not confirm if the two
people arrested were a couple, or the children part of
their family. The adultswere reportedly arrested at the
airport whilealegedly carrying cocainehiddeninthree
suitcases. Sky News reported that the Britons arrested
wereacouple and wereallegedly found with 52 pounds
of cocaine at the airport.

Internet



Anti-social behaviour predicts
depression

SEATTLE, 20 Feb —
Anti-social behaviour
among girls and anxiety
among both sexes pre-
dicted depression in early
adolescence, USresearch-
ers found.University of
Washington social scien-
tiststracked first- and sec-
ond-graders for seven
years and found that sur-
prisingly, early signs of
depression were not pre-
dictive of adolescent de-
pression.

“Anti-social behaviour
hastypically been viewed
as a big problem among

boys, so it tends to be ig-
nored among girls. Boys
with early anti-social
behaviour typically go on
to show more anti-social
behaviour whilegirlsmay
turn inward with symp-
toms, morphing into other
mental health problems
such as depression eating
disorders, anxiety and sui-
cidal behaviour during
adolescence,” lead author
James Mazza said in a
statement.

“When all the risk fac-
tors were analyzed, anti-
socia behavior and anxi-

*
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ety were the most predic-
tive of later depression.

It just may be that they
are more prevalent in
the early elementary
school years than
depression.” Morethan 800
children participated in the
study. Eighty-one percent
were white and 54 percent
were boys.

The findings are pub-
lished in the online edition
of The Journal of Early
Adolescence—Internet

Photographers gather around a Hyundai Genesisrace car during the Chicago

Auto Show recently.—INTERNET

Woman suesfor
receiving wrong egg
during IVF

Tokyo, 20 Feb—A Japanese woman was impreg-
nated with the fertilised egg of another woman by
accident during anin vitro procedure | ast year, hos-

pital officials have said.

Thewoman, whoisin her twenties, aborted the preg-

nancy when she wastold of the mistake at the govern-
ment-run hospital in Kagawa prefecture, about 330
miles south-west of Tokyo.Sheisnow suing the local
government for £155,000.Hospital officialsapologized
for the mistake on Thursday.

“She was very happy after undergoing such adif-
ficult procedure and becoming pregnant, but unfor-
tunately a mistake had been made,” said Yuzo
Matsumoto, director of the Kagawa Prefectural Cen-
tral Hospital.

The hospital has a long history of carrying out
such procedures, and this is the first time such a
mistake has occurred, hospital spokesman Hajime
Morishita said.

“The in vitro procedures are carried out in se-
guence one after the other, and in this case the eggs
from one procedure may have accidentally been left
over and used in the following procedure,” he said.

In vitro procedures—in which a woman’'s eggs
areremoved, fertilised outside the womb, and placed
in her uterus to cause a pregnancy—are commonin
Japan, with hundreds of thousands carried out per
year. Surrogate births, in which eggs are removed
for fertilisation and implanted in another woman,
and adoptions are rare in the country.

I nternet

World Cup ticketsto go on sale

Around 3m tickets are being made
available for the 2010 World Cup.
INTERNET

JOHANNESBURG, 20 Feb— Ticketsfor
the 2010 Fifa World Cup in South Af-
ricaare dueto go on sale asAfricapre-
pares to host the contest for the first
time.Around 3m tickets will be avail-

ablefor the 64 matches, which start next
June.

In the first sales phase, applications
for ticketswill befollowed by arandom
selection draw in April.

Some 120,000 cheaper tickets are
being reserved for South African resi-
dents, and 40,000 stadium construction
workers are to be given free access to
matches.Although the tournament does
not begin for 475 days, there is already
huge excitement about the competition
inAfrica, saysBBC Southern Africacor-
respondent Peter Bilesin Johannesburg.

Ever since South Africawas awarded
the football World Cup, questions have
been asked about whether the country
is capable of staging a successful tour-
nament, saysour correspondent.But sta-
diums and airports are being upgraded,
and policing will be improved.At least
400,000 visitors are expected in South
Africanext year. Fifa has said it hopes
every single match will be sold out.

I nter net

NASA spacecr aft to seek out
Earth-like planets

WasHinGTON, 20 Feb
— A US spacecraft tot-

NASA said on Thursday.
The Kepler spacecraft

to blast off from Cape
Canaveral Air Force Sta-
tion in Florida aboard a

ing the biggest camera
ever sent into space will
belaunched next month to
scour our region of the
Milky Way galaxy for
warm, rocky planets like
Earth that may host life,

is scheduled to spend 3-
1/2 yearslooking at more
than 100,000 starssimilar
to our sun, seeking evi-
denceof planetssimilarin
size and composition to
Earth.Keplerisscheduled
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A Spanish
recortador jumps
over a bull during
therehearsal
ceremony of the
World Bull Fair in
Seville on 18 Feb,
2009. The show pays
homage to the bulls
used in traditional
bullfights and the
fair will run from
February 19 to 22.
INTERNET

Delta Il rocket on 5
March, the US space
agency said. Colorado-
based Ball Aerospace and
Technologies, a subsid-
iary of Ball Corp, built it.

People long have pon-
dered whether life exists
dsawhereintheuniverseor
whether Earth aone hosts
living beings.” Kepler will
push back the boundaries
of the unknown in our
patch of theMilky Way gd-
axy. And its discoveries
may fundamentally alter
humanity’sview of itself,”
Jon Morse, director of
NASA's astrophysicsdivi-
sion, told reporters.

Internet

*

1/17/32, 4:45 PM

Two teens
die after
more
stabbingsin

L ondon

LonboN , 20 Feb —
Police have launched
murder enquiries after
two teenagers were
stabbed to death in dif-
ferent parts of London
on Thursday night.

An 18-year old man
was fatally stabbed in
Leytonstone, east Lon-
don, opposite Maryland
railway station. Oneline
of enquiry is that the
deathisgang related, the
Metropoalitan police said
in a statement.

Police said the victim
was knifed in the torso
and was taken to Royal
London hospital but died
shortly after arriving.

Scotland Yard also
said a 19-year-old was
stabbed to death outside
a service station in
Weal dstone, northwest
London, on Thursday.

He was pronounced
dead at the scene.A sec-
ond 19-year-old man
also suffered stab
wounds in the incident
and was taken to a west
London hospital where
hisconditionissaid to be
stable.

No arrests have
been made in either
incident.The killings
come after three boys
were stabbed by a group
of teenagers in a sus-
pected gang fight in
Chingford, east London,
on Wednesday.

Internet
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Tiger Woods.

Woodsto make PGA Tour

comeback next week

PaciFic PaLisabes, 20 Feb—Tiger Woods will re-
turn to the PGA Tour at next week’sWGC-Match Play
Championship inArizonaafter being sidelined by knee
injury since his US Open victory last year.

“1’m now ready to play again,” the American world
number one said on his official website
(www.tigerwoods.com) on Thursday.

Woods, whose wife Elin gave birth to the couple's
second child earlier thismonth, clinched his 14th ma-
jor title at Torrey Pinesin June before having recon-
structive knee surgery.

He has not played competitive golf since his as-
tonishing US Open playoff victory over Rocco Medi-
ate.

Defying stabbing knee pain and adouble stressfrac-
ture of his left tibia, Woods held off a late challenge
by Mediate to triumph after 19 holes and claim his
65th PGA Tour title.

After recovering from knee surgery, he began hit-
ting full shots midway through December and has
made his top priority the 9-12 April US Masters, the
opening major of the year.—Internet

Gazidis confident Arsenal can
weather recession storm

Lonpon, 20 Feb—Arsena chief executive lvan
Gazidis has joined the Premier League club in the
midst of a global recession, although you might not
rediseit if you take a trip to their impressive Emir-
ates Stadium.

“1 believe we are going to be very successful. We
have some unbelievabl e assets that are going to mean
that inthe environment that we are heading into, which
ischallenging for everybody over the next few years,
we are going to be very successful,” Gazidis told
Reutersin an interview.

Gazidis, who took over the post last month, will
handle player contractsand negotiationsat Arsenal. He
hasplayed akey roleinthe emergence of Mgjor League
Soccer in the United States over the past 15 years, in-
cluding bringing David Beckham to the US.—Internet

[ DT [T ||

Injured Nadal pullsout of Dubai

Paris , 20 Feb—World number one Rafael Nadal
on Thursday pulled out of next week’s ATP tourna-
ment in Dubal because of a knee injury, the Spaniard
announced on his website.Nadal joins Roger Federer
on the sidelinesfor the UAE event after the Swiss star
withdrew because of a back problem.

“1 am very disappointed not to be able to compete
in Dubai but the doctor has advised me to stay home
and rest after the pain on my knee (which was picked
up) in Rotterdam last week,” Australian Open cham-
pion Nadal told his personal website.

“1t’snothing to be worried about but it needs some
rest. | ask my fans and the tournament organizers to
understand and | am sorry for this.” Dubai is one of
my favourite tournaments and | have always played
there. The field is always great and more important
the crowds are always supportive—Inter net

Unlucky Eduardo out for two
weekswith hamstring strain

Lonpon,20 Feb—Eduardo da Silva, who thisweek
made atwo-goal return to Arsenal action after almost
ayear on the sidelines, will be out of action for an-
other two weekswith ahamstring strain, the club said
on Thursday.

The Croatia striker, who suffered a badly broken
leg a year ago this weekend, helped Arsenal to a 4-0
victory over Cardiff City in the FA Cup on Monday
but tweaked a hamstring shortly before being substi-
tuted after 67 minutes. “Nobody knows how it hap-
pened but | knew straight away after the gameit would
be atwo-week job,” Arsene Wenger told Arsenal TV.

“It isnothing like he had before but | do know that
little set-backs like this are part of being nine months
out. But at the sametimeit isablow because, of course,
he can score goals.”—Internet
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Greek refereeing head replaced

after “comedy” complaint

ATHENS, 20 Feb—The head of Greek football’s Cen-
tral Referees Committee has been asked to resign after
three Super League refereeswere threatened with sus-
pension this week.

A spokesman for the Greek Football Association
said on Thursday Giorgos Psychomanis would be re-
placed by former referee Giorgos Giannopoulos fol-
lowing a series of controversial incidents in the
weekend’s games.

Aris Salonika were so incensed after a 2-1 defeat
by champions Olympiakos Piraeus that they posted a
statement on their website (http://www.arisfc.gr) de-
manding the suspension of referee Nathaniel
Charalabidis and his two assistants.—Internet

Djokovicinto Marselllelast eight

MaRrseiLLE, 20 Feb—World number three Novak
Djokovic eased into the quarter-finals of the Marseille
ATP indoor tournament on Thursday as the Serbian
continued hisrehabilitation from hisAustralian Open
nightmare.

Djokovic saw off Czech journeyman Jan Hernych
7-5, 6-4 and will tackle Germany’s Mischa Zverev
for a place in the semi-finals.Top seed Djokovic is
playing in hisfirst tournament since retiring from his
Australian Open quarter-final clash against Andy
Roddick last month where heat exhaustion scuppered
histitle defence.—Internet

Copenhagen’sVingaard delivers

new City blow

Paris, 20 Feb—FC Copenhagen’sMartin Vingaard
hit an injury-time goal to force a 2-2 draw at hometo
Manchester City in the UEFA Cup on Thursday to in-
flict another blow after coach Stal e Solbakken accused
the English side of “destroying football.”

On ahitter-sweet night for English football, a sec-
ond-string Tottenham lost 2-0 at Shakthar Donetsk in
their last 32 match, with manager Harry Redknapp only
fielding two players—Jermaine Jenas and Michael
Dawson—which drew against Arsenal in their last
match.—Internet

Milan closer to Beckham
deal, says Galliani

MiLAN, 20 Feb—AC Milan vice-president Adriano
Galliani said on Thursday that the Italian giants have
moved a step closer to tying up a permanent deal for
former England captain David Beckham.

Beckham hasimpressed during histime on loan at
the Italian giants and both he and his club have made
it clear that they want to secure a long-term
agreement.But the former Manchester United and
Real Madrid player’s current club Los Angeles Gal-
axy said last week that Milan had missed a deadline
totieup adeal.

“Inthelast few hourswe' ve taken some stepsfor-
ward,” said Galliani upon the team'’s return from the
1-1 draw with Werder Bremen in the UEFA Cup.” We
are even more confident than before. I’ m neither op-
timistic nor pessimistic.”

Beckham has already admitted it would be difficult
toreturnto LosAngeles.”I've said | want to stay here
and obvioudly if | do go back it will be abit difficult,”
he said following Sunday’s Milan derby.” But I'm al-
waysprofessiona sowewill havetowait and seewhen
thefinal decision is made.—Internet

$ 1/17/32, 4:45 PM

Juve’'sAmauri to respect

former club Palermo

MiLaN, 20 Feb—Juventus striker Amauri has said
hewill not celebrateif he scoresat former club Palermo
on Saturday (1930 GMT), evenif the goal helps boost
his side’s faltering title challenge.

Second-placed Juve have dropped nine points be-
hind Serie A leaders Inter Milan after last weekend's
1-1 draw with Sampdoria where Amauri scored his
first goal since December.Another dip-up in the po-
tential banana skin in Sicily, coupled with a win for
Inter at Bolognaon Saturday (1500), could leave Juve's
scudetto hopes hanging by a thread.

I nter net



Phillip Maclarn of Australia competes during the
gualifications of men’s snowboard crossin the
24th World Winter Universiade at the Maoershan
Ski Resort, 85km southeast from Harbin, capital of
northeast China’'s Heilongjiang Province on 20
Feb, 2009. Phillip Maclarn took the 18th place
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MRTV-3
Programme Schedule
(21.2.2009) (Saturday)

Times
- (09:00am ~ 10:00am) M ST
- (15:30pm ~23:30pm) M ST
- (23:30pm ~07:30am) M ST

Transmissions

L ocal
Europe
North America

Local Transmission

Signature Tune

Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights
Pan - Say Region, Hometo Kho - Hlon- Lishaws
Traditional Rice Cakes and Gram Pretzel

From Sandstonesto Utensils

The Source of the River Ayeyawady

Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights

agoaoaoaaaa

Europe/ North America Transmission

| WEATHER ]

Friday, 20 February, 2009

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hr
M ST : During the past 24 hours, weather has been partly
cloudy in Kachin, Shan and Mon States, Bago, Y angon
and Taninthayi Divisions and generaly fair in the re-
maining States and Divisions. Night temperatures were
(5'C) below February averagetemperaturesin Chin State,
(38°C) to (4°C) above February average temperaturesin
Kachin, Kayah, Kayin and Mon States, Mandalay Divi-
sion, (5°C) to (6°C) above February average tempera-
turesin Shan State, upper Sagaing, Bago and Taninthayi
Divisions and about February average temperatures in
the remaining areas. The significant night temperatures
were Haka (1°C).

Maximum temperature on 19-2-2009 was 97°F.
Minimumtemperature on20-2-2009 was70°F. Relative
humidity at (09:30) hoursM ST on 20-2-2009 was 75%.
Total sunshinehours on 19-2-2009was(6.8) hrs approx.

Rainfal on 20-2-2009 was (Nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Aye and Central Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-
2009 was (Nil) at Mingaladon, Kaba-Aye and Centra
Y angon. Maximum wind speed at Y angon (Kaba-Aye)
was (5) mph from Northwest at (15:30) hours MST on
19-2-2009.

Bay inference: Wesatherisgenerally fairintheNorth
and West Central Bay and partly cloudy in Andaman Sea
and elsewherein the Bay of Bengd.

For ecast valid until eveningof 21 Febr uary 2009:
Weather will bepartly cloudy in Kachin, Kayinand Mon
States, Bago,Y angon, Ayeyawady and Taninthayi Divi-
sonsand generdly fair intheremaining Statesand Divi-
sons.

State of the sea: Seaswill be dight to moderate in
Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood of
dight increase of night temperaturesin the Central and
lower Myanmar arees.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouringarea
for 21-2-2009: Generaly fair weather.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 21-2-2009: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 21-2-2009: Generaly fair weather.
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avianinfluenzasinceitsfirst appearanceinthecountry Website: WWw.mrtv3.net. mm
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Prime Minister General Than Saln
recalves Vietnamese Ambassador

N

Y anGoN, 20 Feb—PrimeMinister General Thein
Sein of the Union of Myanmar received Ambassador
of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam to the Union of
Myanmar Mr. Chu Cong Phung at Zeyathiri Beikman
Hall in Konmyinttha here at 4 p.m. today.

Also present were Deputy Minister for Foreign
Affairs U Maung Myint, Director-General Col Thant
Shin of Government Office and Director-General U
Kyaw Kyaw of Pratocol Department under the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs.

The Viethamese Ambassador was accompanied
by Counsellor Mr. Vu Van Minh and officias of the
embassy.

MNA

Prime Minister General Thein Sein greets
Ambassador of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam to the Union of Myanmar Mr. Chu
Cong Phung at Zeyathiri Beitkman Hall in
Konmyinttha, Yangon.—mna

Prime Minister
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meets Ambassador of
the Socialist Repub-
lic of Vietnam to the
Union of Myanmar
Mr. Chu Cong
Phung at Zeyathiri
Beitkman Hall in
Konmyinttha,
Yangon.
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6,313 prisoners granted amnesty

NAY Py1 Taw, 20 Feb—T he State Peace and Devel opment Council isstriving
for emergence of apeaceful, modern and devel oped di scipline-flourishing demo-
cratic new nation upholding Our Three Main National Causes. The Government
had laid down the State’' s seven-step Road Map firmly. The people had approved
theconstitutionfor thefuturestatewith avast majority. At present, thegovernment
isjoining hands with the people in successfully realizing the Road Map.

In building the new nation, the government handed down sentencesto those
who violated the existing laws to prison termsin accord with the law to ensure
peace and tranquillity and prevalence of law and order. However, systematic
plans are being made for those serving prison termsto turn them into citizensto
be able to participate in building a new nation.

Thegovernment will terminatethe prisontermsof 6,313 prisonerswith good
conduct and discipline on grounds of humanitation and as a gesture of showing
sympathy towards their families, and release them on 21 February 2009 (12th
Waning of Tabodwe, 1370 ME) to enable them to serve the interests of the
regions and their own and the nation and to participate in the fair election to be
held in the year 2010 together with the people after realizing the government’s

compassion and goodwill.—MNA
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Gem Museum opensuntil 25 Feb

Nay Pyi Taw, 20 Feb—Gem Museum (Nay Pyi Taw) was opened free of
chargeto the public from 12 to 18 February. The museum attracted the attention
of a growing number of visitors. So the last opening date is extended to 25
February—MNA
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