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True patriotism

* Itisvery important for everyone of the
nation regardless of the place helivesto
have strong Union Spirit.

*  Only Union Spirit isthe true patriotism
al the nationalities will have to safe-
guard.
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Senior General Than Shwe sends
message of congratulationsto

newly-elected Bangladesni President

Nay Pyi Taw, 18 Feb—Senior General Than Shwe, Chair man of the State

Peace and Development Council of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of
congratulationsto His Excellency Mr. Mohammad Zillur Rahman on his election
asthe President of the People' s Republic of Bangladesh.—MNA

Senior General Than Shwerecaves Commander-in-Chief of

Royal Thai Army and party
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Nay Pvi Taw, 17 Feb — Chairman of the State Peace and Devel opment
Council of the Union of Myanmar Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Senior General Than Shwe received a visiting Thai goodwill delegation led by
Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Thai Army General Anupong Paojinda at

Bayintnaung Y eiktha here at 12.30 pm today.

Also present were Vice-Chairman of the State Peace and Development
Council Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice-Senior Genera Maung Aye, Member of the SPDC General Thura
Shwe Mann of the Ministry of Defence, Commander-in-Chief (Navy) Rear-
Admiral Nyan Tun, Commander-in-Chief (Air) Lt-Gen Myat Hein, Lt-Gen Ye
Myint of the Ministry of Defence, Minister for Foreign Affairs U Nyan Win and
Myanmar Military Attaché to Thailand Col Win Maung, Tha Ambassador to
Myanmar Mr Bansarn Bunnag and Thai Defence Attaché and Army Attaché

Colonel Ekachai Harnpoonvittaya—MNA

Senior General Than Shwe greets Commander-in-Chief of Royal
Thai Army General Anupong Paojinda at Bayintnaung Yeiktha in
Nay Pyi Taw. — MNA

Senior General Than Shwe receives visiting Thai goodwill delegation led by Commander-in-Chief of Royal Thai Army General Anupong
Paojinda at Bayintnaung Yeiktha in Nay Pyi Taw. — MNA

1/14/32, 4:36 PM
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To enjoy greater longevity
free from diseases

The Ministry of Health has laid down
threetactics—to give health educativetalks, to
take disease control measures, and to give
effective treatment at the grassroots level — so
asto put its two objectivesinto reality: for the
peopleto enjoy greater longevity, and to befree
from diseases.

In order to achieve its objectives, the
ministry is scaling up health care under the
leader ship of the National Health Committee.

Of the health care servicesin Myanmar,
theleprosy control campaign proved successful,
and the World Health Organization recognized
at the end of January 2003 that leprosy was no
longer a public health problem in Myanmar.

The disease usually affects skin and
peripheral nerves. If a victim fails to take
treatment in theearly stage, hecan bephysically
deformed.

According to the World Health
Organization, health means being free from
diseases and disabilities, but with physical and
mental and social well-being.

Myanmar launched its leprosy control
campaign in 1952 with the assistance of WHO
and UNICEF. At that time, the victims were
given dapsone only. In 1986, it practised the
MDT therapy designated by WHO. In 1996, the
ministry took measuresto cover all the victims
and all the areas of the nation cent per cent
including border areas.

Ther efor e, theentir epeoplehavetoextend
a helping hand to the drive for sustainable
progr essin diseasecontr ol measur esin thefollow-
up programmes for elimination of the disease,
and participate in the rehabilitation tasks in
order that victims with physical deformation
and lossof physical, mental and social well-being
can get on well with their societies.

S
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Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

v

Winning teams of 57" MOC
Chairman’s Shield Inter-Ministry
Track and Field Events awarded

YANGoN, 17 Feb — The prize presentation

Dailiesto reach every village in Rakhine State

Nay Pyi Taw, 17
Feb — A ceremony to
open the new press of
sub-printing house of
News and Periodicals
Enterprise of Ministry of
Informationandtolaunch
the distribution of
newspapers to every
village in Rakhine State,
was held at the house on
15 February.

Minister  for
Information Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsan, Vice-
Chairman of Rakhine
State  Peace and
Development Council Col
Soe Lwin of Sittway

Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan and Col Soe Lwin inspect sub-printing

house (Sittway). — MNA

Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan, Col Soe Lwin of Sittway Station and
Managing Director of NPE U Soe Win formally open the ceremony to
open upgraded sub-printing house (Sittway).—mNA

Station and Managing
Director of NPE U Soe
Win formally opened the
ceremony.

villages in Sittway
Township, 92 villages in
Ponnagyun Township, 79
villages in Kyauktaw

Township, 88 villages in
Rathedaung Township, 98

villages in Maungtaw
Township, 78 villages in
Buthidaung Township, 54
villages in Kyaukpyu
Township, 51 villages in
Yanbye Township, 36
villages in Manaung
Township and 29 villages
in An Township.

After the cere-
mony, the minister and
the deputy chairman of
Rakhine State PDC
cordially greeted those
present at the
ceremony.

Measures are
being takento distribute
newspapers to re-
maining villages in
Rakhine State.

MNA

ceremony of the 57" Myanmar Olympic Committee
Chairman’s Shield Inter-Ministry Track and Field
Eventswasheldat Y outh Training Center (Thuwunna)
here this morning.

Afterfina events, prizepresentation ceremony
followed.

Patron of Myanmar Women’s Sports
Federation Prof. Dr. Daw Khin May Ohn presented a
champion shield and duplicate shieldtowomen’ steam
of theMinistry of Home Affairswho bagged ninegold,
sevensilver and six bronze medalsand Vice-President
of Myanmar Track and Field Federation U San Tun,
Home Affairs Ministry’s men team who fetched 13
gold, five silver and seven bronze medals.

On behalf of the Chairman of MOC, General
Secretary of MOC Director-General U Thaung Htaik
of Sportsand Physical Education Department presented
a Championship Shield and duplicate shield to the
Ministry of Home Affairs team who got 22 gold, 12
silver and 13 bronze medals. — MNA
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At the ceremony,
Managing Director U Soe
Win presented
newspapers to paper

Township, 94 villages in
MraukU Township, 62
villages in Minbya
Township, 53 villages in
agents from 892 villages | Pauktaw Township, 51
from 14 townships — 27 | villages in Myebon

Talkson “Wireless Knowledge”
on 21 Feb

Y ANGON, 17 Feb— Anexecutiveof Myanmar
Computer Professionals’ Association will give
educative talks at Myanmar Info-tech in Hline
Township on 21 February.

U Aung Zaw Myint, an executive of MCPA,
will give talks on “Essential Wireless Skill and
Knowledge” at the talks conducted by MCPA.

Anyone interested in wireless systems may
participateinthetalksand moreinformationisavailable
at MCPA, Ph: 652276. — MNA

1/14/32, 4:36 PM

Managing Director of NPE U Soe Win
presents newspapers to a paper agent. — MNA
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Newest US troopsin dangerous
region near Kabul

LocAR Provincg, 17 Feb — Close to
3,000 American soldiers who recently
arrived in Afghanistan to securetwo vio-
lent provinces near Kabul have begun
operations in the field and already are
seeing combat, the unit’s spokesman said
Monday.

The new troops are the first wave of
an expected surge of reinforcementsthis
year. The process began to take shape
under President George Bush but has
been givenimpetus by President Barack
Obama's call for an increased focus on
Afghanistan.

US commanders have been contem-
plating sending up to 30,000 more sol-
diersto bolster the 33,000 already here,
but the new administration is expected
toinitially approve only aportion of that

amount. White House press secretary
Rabert Gibbs said Monday the president
would decide soon.

The new unit—the 3rd Brigade
Combat Team of the 10th Mountain
Division—moved into Logar and
Wardak provinces last month, and the
soldiers from Fort Drum, NY, are now
stationed in combat outposts through-
out the provinces.

Militants have attacked several pa
trols with rifles and rocket-propelled
grenades, including one ambush by 30
militants, Lt Col Steve Osterholzer, the
brigade spokesman, said.

Several roadside bombs also have
exploded next to the unit's MRAPs —
mine-resistance patrol vehicles — but
caused no casualties, he said.—Internet

The scene of suicide bomb attack in Kabul on 11 February, 2009.—INTERNET

Over 2,000 civilianskilled In

Congolese girls displaced by war stand on the
outskirts of a makeshift camp near Gomain
eastern Congo, 11 February, 2009. —INTERNET

KasuL, 17 Feb— The
United NationsAssistance
Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) inits 2008 an-
nual report released here
Tuesday said that 2,118
civilians had been killed
last year in Afghanistan.

“1n 2008, UNAMA re-
corded atotal of 2,118 ci-
vilian casualties. The
growing death toll repre-
sentsan increase of dmost
40 percent on 1,523 civil-
ian deaths recorded in
2007,” the reported said.

It also added that the
armed opposition outfits
wereresponsiblefor 1,160

civilian deaths and this
represents 65 percent in-
crease over 2007 figure.

Majority of thevictims,
according to the report,
died in suicide attacks and
roadsidebombingscarried
out by insurgents.

“The vast majority or
85 percent of those killed
by anti-government ele-
ments died as a result of
suicide attacksand impro-
vised explosive devices,”

Afghanistan in 2008

it said. Air strikes carried
out by the U.S. military
and the NATO-led peace-
keeping forces, according
to the report were respon-
sible for 828 civilian
deathsin 2008.

It moreover stressed
that 38 aid workers from
the non-government or-
ganizationswerekilled in
2008, doubling the number
of those killed in 2007.

Internet

US soldier court-martial
begins Tuesday in Ger many

ViLseck, 17 Feb — A US soldier will be court-
martialed for his alleged involvement in killing four
Iragi prisoners, who were bound, blindfolded, shot in
the head and dumped in a Baghdad canal in 2007.

Sgt Michael Leahy Jr, 26, of Lockport, Illinais,
faces life in prison and a dishonorable discharge if
convicted with premeditated murder, conspiracy to
commit premeditated murder, and obstruction of jus-
tice.

The charges stem from a lengthy investigation of
the prisoners’ slaying, which the Army said happened
sometime between 10 March and 16 April, 2007.

Leahy also faces charges, including murder, for a
separate incident in January 2007. The Army has pro-
vided no information on that event.

The Rose Barracks Courthouse court-martial be-
gins Tuesday and is expected to last several days.

In total, seven soldiers have been involved in the
case regarding the killing of the four prisoners. All
were with the 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry Regiment,
2nd Brigade of the 1st Infantry Divisionin Irag, which
isnow part of the Germany-based 172nd Infantry Bri-
gade.

Internet
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Gunmen attack oil facilities
In southern Nigeria

Lacos, 17 Feb — A private security official says
gunmen have attacked two oil facilities operated by
Royal Dutch Shell in Nigerid's restive south.

The official says that a local militant leader
claimed responsibility for the attack early Tuesday
in a letter and threatened further violence. The
security official spoke on condition of anonymity
due to company prohibitions on dealings with the
media.

Military and Shell officials were not immediately
available for comment.—Inter net

People walk past broken glass outside the Justice
Ministry after a gun battle with the Taleban
attackersin Kabul 11 February, 2009.—INTERNET

1/14/32, 4:36 PM

day, an official said.

[ Four shiite pilgrimskilled, 13wounded |
in bomb explosion in Baghdad

BacHDAD, 17 Feb—Four Shiite pilgrims were
killed and 13 others wounded by a roadside bomb
explosion in eastern Baghdad on Monday, an Inte-
rior Ministry source said. A roadside bomb struck a
bus carrying Shiite pilgrims in the Obaidi district,
killing four of them and wounding 13 others, the
source told Xinhua on condition of anonymity

The pilgrimswerereturning to their homesin east-
ern the capital after observed themgjor religious cer-
emony of Arbaeen inthe holy city of Karbala, some
110 km southwest of Baghdad.

Earlier in the day, another roadside bomb explo-
sion hit a minibus in the Shiite district of Sadr City,
killing four people and wounding 10 others—Internet

Roadside bomb killsthree

workersin E Afghanistan

KasuL, 17 Feb—Three employees of aroad con-
struction company were killed and three others sus-
tained injuries as a mine planted by militants went
off in Kunar province east of Afghanistan on Mon-

“The explosion occurred this morning in Sarkano
district, leaving three local guards of the company
dead and wounding three others,” district chief
Mohammad Shuaib told Xinhua. Hedid not givemore
detail sbut added the company isalocal firm engaged
in building roads in the Province. Meanwhile,
Zabihullah Mujahid who claimsto spesk for Taliban
outfit said from unclosed location that thetarget was

policeinflicting casualties on policemen.—Internet
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Chinese President Hu Jintao (L Front), accompanied by Mauritian Prime
Minister Navinchandra Ramgoolam (R Front), inpsect the honor guard upon
hisarrival in Port Louisfor a state visit on 16 Feb, 2009.—XINHUA

[T [T |

Chinese President arrivesin
Mauritiusfor statevisit

Port Louls, 17 Feb—
Chinese President Hu
Jintao arrived on Monday
in this Mauritian capital
for a state visit aimed at
enhancing bilateral friend-
ship and cooperation.

He was greeted at the
airport by Mauritian
Prime Minister Navin-
chandra Ramgoolam.

“The China-Mauritius
relationship hasbecomea
model of solidarity and
cooperation between two
developing countries,”
Husaidin astatement re-

leased upon his arrival.

His visit will enhance
mutual understanding and
trust, deepen the tradi-
tional friendship and pro-
mote mutually beneficial
cooperation between
Chinaand Mauritius, said
the Chinese president.

It will also help take
China-Mauritiusrelations
to anew high, Hu added.

Duringthevist, thelast
leg of hisfive-nation*“jour-
ney of friendship and co-
operation,” Huisexpected
to meet with Mauritian

President Anerood
Jugnauth and hold talks
with Ramgoolam.

The two countries will
sign anumber of coopera
tion documents during
Hu'stwo-day visit.

He left Dar es Salaam
earlier Monday after
wrapping up a state visit
to Tanzania.

Also on Monday, Hu
delivered akey-note speech
on China-Africa ties at a
welcoming raly attended
by peoplefrom various sec-
torsin Tanzania—Xinhua

Major nuclear submarine
incidents since 1960s

Beling, 17 Feb— Two nuclear-armed submarines,
Britain'sHM SVanguard and France's L e Triomphant,
collided in the Atlantic Ocean earlier this month, offi-
cials confirmed on Monday.

The following is alist of mgor accidents involving
nuclear submarines since the 1960s.

10 April, 1963: The USS Thresher sank off the New
England coast, with all 129 men aboard.

May-June 1968: USS Scorpion sank with 99 men
aboard in the Atlantic Ocean east of Norfolk, Virginia

4March, 1970: French submarine, the Eurydice, sank
with 57 crew off St. Tropez in the Mediterranean Sea.

12 April, 1970: A Soviet nuclear-powered attack sub-
marine sank with 88 crew membersintheAtlantic Ocean

off Spain.

7 April, 1989: A Soviet Mike class attack submarine
sank off northern Norway after afire, 42 died.

12 Aug, 2000: The Oscar 1-class SSGN Kursk sank
during atraining exercise in the Barents Sea, killing all

118 people on board.

6 Sept, 2006: A fire broke out on a Russian subma-
rine moored near the Finnish border, killing two crew

members.

21 March, 2007 : An explosion on board the Tireless
nuclear submarine of the British Navy killed two sol-
diers and injured another—Xinhua

A resident living in Shijingshan district clears snow on theroad in Beijing,
capital of China, on 17 Feb 2009. Beijing welcomes its first snow after the

Spring Festival.—XiNHUA

All items from Xinhua News

Agency

Fiji airline named South Pacific’'s best

WELLINGTON, 17 Feb
— Fiji’s major interna-
tiona airline Air Pacific
Limited has been named
the best airline in the
South Pacific in the Glo-
bal Traveler’sfifth annual
award survey for 2008.

Global Travelersis a
USpublication withacir-
culation of 100,000 and a
readership of 268,000 per

month and is focused on
the high end business and
leisuretravel. Airlineman-
aging director and chief ex-
ecutive John Campbell said
awardsweredetermined by
the votes of 31,457 travel-
ers, the FHjilive websitere-
ported on Tuesday.

He said Air Pacific's

selection by highly expe-
rienced American travel-
erswas atestament to the
efforts of the entire Air
Pacific team, who strived
to personify the Fijian
spirit, renowned for
warmth, friendliness and
welcoming attitudes.
Xinhua

Vietham to
Issue 2nd batch
of government

bondsthisyear

Hanol, 17 Feb— The
Hanoi Securities Trading
Center announced on
Monday that it will hold
the auction of the second
batch of Vietnamese
government bonds for
this year on 20 Feb, the
local newspaper New
Hanoi reported on Tues-
day.

Thebondsarein Viet-
namese dongs, with its
total value worth about
58.82 million USdollars,
said the centre.

Of thetotal, five-year
bonds are valued at
29.41 million dollars
whileten-year bonds are
worth 29.41 million dol-
lars.

The deadline for ap-
plication is before the
auction. —Xinhua

30 homemade ARJ jetsto be delivered by 2012

Belsing, 17 Feb—
China's first homemade
regional jet, the ARJ21,
has started mass produc-
tion and 30 planeswill be
delivered to clients by
2012, according to the
state-run Commercial
Aircraft Corporation of
China.

The plane maker will
deliver the first five
planes next year, 10
planesin 2011 and there-
maining 15 planes in
2012, said Luo Ronghuai,
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vice general manager of
the company.

Shanghai  Aircraft
Manufacturing Factory,
which assemblesthe ARJ
(Advanced Regional Jet),
has signed contracts with
four factories to produce
the jets, including Xi'an
Aircraft International
Corpwhichwill supply as
much as 3.26 hillion yuan
(US$477 million) worth
of components.

The plane maker has
received 208 ordersfor the

90-seat jet from domestic
and overseas buyers, in-
cluding GE Commercial
Aviation Service, which
bought 25 planesin a deal
valued at 5 hillion yuan.
The ARJ jet’'s maiden
flight was in November
and four morejetswill be-
gin trials this year in
Shanghai and Xi’an. The
33-meter-long jet has a
maximum range of 3,700
kilometersand amaximum
altitude of 11,900 meters.
Xinhua

*

A local villager collects plastic water pipe after he irrigated his wheat farm-
land for the second time at Hancun Township in Huaibei City, east China’s
Anhui Province, on 17 Feb, 2009.—XINHUA

1/14/32, 4:36 PM
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A plane lands at Tengchong Airport in Tengchong, southwest China’s Yunnan
Province, on 16 Feb, 2009, marking the airport’s opening to air traffic.
Tengchong Airport locates in Tengchong County on the border between

China and Myanmar. It takes 50 minutes from Kunming, capital of Yunnan
Province, to Tengchong by air after the Tengchong Airport opensto air

traffic. —INTERNET

' Scientists succeed

HaraRE, 17 Feb—Scientists have
had the first successful human trials
on a gel-PRO 2000 microbicide in-
tended to prevent HIV infections in
womenin Zimbabwe, local mediaNew
Ziana reported on Monday.

Zimbabwe's principal investigator
with the University of Zimbabwe
working in collaboration with the Uni-
versity of CaliforniaSan Francisco and
Professor Mike Chirenje said research
proved that PRO 2000 microbicideis
30 percent effective.

“Ideally, we would have wanted a
100 percent effectiveness. But thisis
astarting point for us considering that
there are several researches on other
gelsdonein the past and none of them

proved such effectiveness,” Chirenje

HIV microbicidein Zimbabwe

In human trials of

said during apresentation of trial results.

The other microbicide Buffer Gel,
which wastried concurrently with PRO
2000, however failed to protect women
from contracting HIV from positive
partners.

Microbicidesare substancesintended
to prevent the transmission of HIV and
other Sexually Transmitted Infections
when applied inside awoman’s private
parts. They come as gels, creams or a
film. When applied to the private parts,
microbicide inhibits the virus from en-
tering the human body.

The micraobicide research conducted
between 2005 and 2008 involved 3,099
women drawn from South Africa, Zim-
babwe, Zambia, Ma awi and the United
States.—Internet

California budget sti

Los ANGELEsS, 17
Feb—Short of one Re-
publican vote, Califor-
nia lawmakers failed
again to pass a longde-
layed budget to plug
California’s huge defi-
cit, the Los Angeles
Times reported on

Monday.

Ending a weekend
marathon of tense nego-
tiations, blearyeyed
state lawmakers late
Sunday suspended their
bid to close what is pro-
jected to be a41-billion-
dollar deficit by the

| In limbo

middle of next year, the
paper said. But lawmak-
ers vowed to continue
working on Monday to
halt the state’s dizzying
slide toward financial
col-lapse, according to
the paper.

I nter net

Moscow, 17 Feb—
Russia does not intend to
toughen its policy toward
Iran regarding its nuclear
program, asenior Russian
diplomat said Monday.

Deputy Foreign Minister
Sergei Ryabkov said it's
necessary to intensify in-
ternational effortsto reach
apoalitical settlement of the
Iranian nuclear standoff.
But Ryabkov added that
Russia has no intention to
take a harsher attitude to
Iran, Russian news agen-
cies reported.

“Our stance on the Ira
nian nuclear program has
no elements which could
beinterpreted astoughen-

ing of approach,”
Ryabkov was quoted as
saying.

TheUShasaccused Iran
of supporting terrorism
and secretly seeking to
build nuclear weapons —
chargesthat Iran denies.

Russia has developed
closetieswith Iranand is
building its first nuclear
power plant. Moscow has
supported limited UN

Russia won’t toughen policy on Iran

sanctionson Iran, but op-
posed the US push for
tougher measures.
President Barack
Obama has signaled a
new willingnessto engage
Iran, whoserelationswith
the Bush administration
were long strained.
Iranian Defence Minis-
ter Mostafa Najar arrived
in Moscow late Monday
for talks with his Russian
counterpart on bilateral
military ties, the Interfax
news agency reported.
I nter net

“Thumbelinda”, the
world’'s smallest horse
takes part in a toy fair

with itstrainer Michael
Goessling in New York,
on 15 Feb, 2009.The
seven-year old horse
received the title of
“World's smallest horse”
from the Guinness Book
of Records in the autumn
of 2006.—INTERNET

People walk on a bridge destroyed by a landslide in the northern Argentine
city of Tartagal on 10 Feb, 2009. —INTERNET
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Livni saysgive up partsof ‘Land of |srag’

JERUSALEM,17 Feb—
Tzipi Livni, who hopesto
be appointed |sradl’sprime
minister-designate, said
Monday Israel must give
up consderableterritory in
exchange for peace with
the Palestinians, drawing a
clear distinction with her
rival, Benjamin Netan-
yahu.

Shetold aconvention of
American Jewish leaders,
“we need to give up parts
of the Land of Isradl,” us-
ing a term that refers to

biblical borders that in-
clude today’s Israel, the
West Bank and Gaza, re-
peating her well-known
view that pulling out of
Palestinian areaswould be
for the good of Israd, to
maintain it as a Jewish
state.

Livni told the Con-
ference of Presidents of
Major American Organi-
zations that Israel must
take the initiative and
comeforwardwithitsown
peace plan to head off in-

ternational programs.
“Any plan put on thetable
will not beinour interest,”
shesaid.

Livni’scentrist Kadima
Party won one more seat
than the hawkish Likud,
led by Netanyahu. He op-
poseslarge-scaeterritorial
concessionsin peacetaks
with the Palestinians. He
believes negotiations
should concentrateinstead
on building up the Pales-
tinian economy.

Internet

Two
Czech
trains

crash, In-

juring at
least 43
people

1/14/32, 4:36 PM

PrAGUE, 17 Feb—Two trains crashed head oninthe
Czech Republic on Monday, and at least 43 people
were reported injured. The accident took place near a
train station in Northern Moravia, aregion 200 miles
(320 kilometers) east of Prague, the capital.

Ondrej Kubala, an official with the Czech Rail au-
thority, said the crash occurred when asmall local com-
muter train with 110 people aboard went through a
red light and | eft the station ahead of schedul e at about
25 mph (40 kph). It collided head on with alarger train
that slammed on its breakswhile carrying 120 passen-
gers. At least 43 people were injured, three of them
severely, including the driver of the smaller train, the
national CKT news agency reported.

“Why hedid not stop we do not know,” Kubalasaid
of the injured driver—Internet
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Some of theworld’'s deadliest fires

Sypney, 17 Feb—
Wildfires that swept
Australia’'s southern
Victoria state on 7 Feb
were the worst in Austra-
lian history and among the
deadliest in the world.
Here is alist of some of
the world’s deadliest
wildfires:

—7 Feb, 2009 —
Victoria, Australia —
Confirmed death toll
stands at 189.

—16 Feb, 1983 —
Victoria and South Aus-
tralia, Australia — 75
people killed, more than

500,000 acres destroyed
(202,000 hectares).

—19 Aug, 1949 —
Bordeaux, France —
More than 200 killed,
250,000 acres (101,000
hectares) destroyed.

—13 Jan, 1939 —
Victoria, Australia— 71
people killed and up to 5
million acres (2 million
hectares) burned.

—13-15 Oct, 1918 —
Cloquet, Minnesota —
Up to 1,000 Killed,
250,000 acres (101,000
hectares) destroyed.

— 20-21Aug, 1910—

Ildaho, Montana and
Washington — At least
160 killed a millions of
acres (hectares) burned.

—1 Sept, 1894 —
Hinckley, Minnesota —
At least 415 killed,
200,000 acres (81,000
hectares) burned.

— 8 Oct, 1871 —
Pestigo, Wisconsin —
Between 1,200 and 2,400
killed and swath of north-
east Wisconsin and upper
Michigan scorched.

— 7 0Oct, 1825 — New
Brunswick, Canada— 160
people killed.—Internet

[T [T |

Sudan, Darfur rebel faction
in first step totalks

KHarTOUM, 17 Feb—
The Sudanese government
and a Darfur rebel faction
have agreed on confidence-
building measures at talks
in Qatar, Qatari mediasaid
on Monday — a step that
may eventualy lead to ne-
gotiations on a peace dedl.

Sudan started talks
with the Justice and
Equality Movement, one
of Darfur's main insur-
gent groups, last week,
almost six years into a
conflict that international
experts say has killed

| srael cautions anew against

anuclear-armed Iran
JErusaLEM, 17 Feb—Isragli Defence Minister Ehud

A firefighter climbs down from histruck asa
bushfire approaches the town of Labertouche,
90km (56 miles) east of Melbourne, on 7 Feb,
20009. Aircraft dropped water bombs on raging
@ Australian bush fires on Saturday asa “oncein a
century” heatwave sparked dozens of blazes
across the country.—INTERNET

Barak told aforum of military chiefs on Monday that
Israel would regard a nuclear-armed Iran as an “exis-
tential threat” that would speed up aregiona armsrace.

Israel’s military spokesman released Barak’s com-
mentsafter the United Nation’s nuclear watchdog chief
said global nuclear disarmament work was being ham-
pered by Arab perceptions Israel wasn’t abiding by a
non-proliferation treaty.

Barak told a closed forum of military chiefs at a
strategy session that if Iran obtained atomic weapons
it would pose a “central threat to world order,” the
statement said.

Headded it would “ dramatically accel erate nuclear
proliferation in the region.”—Internet

200,000 people and up-
rooted 2.7 million.

However, other influ-
ential rebel factions are
refusing to talk to
Khartoum and say the
peacedrivewill fail with-
out them.

Qatar’s official QNA
news agency quoted
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hamad bin Jassim al-
Thani as saying Sudanese
government and JEM of -
ficials were expected to
sign an initial agreement
on confidence-building
measures on Tuesday,
which could open theway
for talks on a framework
peace agreement.

“Wehopeto start frame-
work talks in about two
weeksabout aceasefireand
details of the issue of pris-
oners” SheikhHamad said
in remarks aired on Al
Jazeeratelevison.

Speaking by phone
from the Qatari capital
Doha, JEM spokesman
AhmedHusseinAdamsaid
the two sides had reached
a basic agreement on the
key issue of the release of
prisoners—Internet

US, Japan
sign pact
to move
Marines

to Guam

Tokvo, 17 Feb—Hop-
ing to give new momen-
tum to a plan to rework
the deployment of US
troopsin the Pecific, Sec-
retary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton signed
an agreement on Tuesday
with Japan that will move
8,000 Marines off the
southern Japanese island
of Okinawato the USter-
ritory of Guam.

The framework of the
transfer had already been
agreed on in 2006, but
several major points re-
main to be worked out,
including the location of
a base to replace Okina-
wa’'s Futenma air station,
a major hub for the Ma-
rines there.

Officialson both sides
have agreed to relocate
the operations of the base
to another, less crowded
part of Okinawa, but lo-
cal opposition has stalled
progress.

Internet

Mom, daughter escape after plane crashesinto home

No warrant needed to

Hours after a plane slammed into
her home Karen Wielinski gave an ex-
clusiveinterview to Buffalo radio sta-
tion WBEN. Thisis her account based
on that interview.

Karen Wielinski was watching TV
in her home when she heard a plane
making an usually loud noise.

“l thought to myself, if that's a
plane, it'sgoing to hit something,” she
said. Then, Continental Airlines Flight
3407 crashed into the Clarence Center,
New York, home, trapping her and her
family.” And next thing | knew the cell-
ing was on me,” she said.

Just beforethe crash, Wielinski was
sitting inthefamily roomwatching TV,
her 22-year-old daughter Jill was
watching TV in the front of the home
and her husband Doug had just | ft the

Husband and wife Doug and Karen
and daughter Jill werein their house
when the plane crashed.
family roomto work in the dining room,

she said.

The Bombardier Dash 8 Q400, a 74-
seat turboprop, was en route from
Newark, New Jersey, to Buffalo Niagara
International Airport when it went down
around 10:20 pm ET on Thursday.

TheGerman Football League(DFL)
have shown ared card to arequest by
Karlsruhedefender Dino Drpicand his
pin-up wifewho want the footballer to
wear the suggestive number 69 on his
playing shirt.

Bundesliga officials have blocked
the idea on the grounds the numbers
requested arehardto seeover adistance,
but Drpic and wife Nives Célzijus, a
Playboy model, claimtowant theerotic

figuresto helptheclub sell moreshirts.

Bundesliga show red card to saucy number request

“We have asked the club to choose a
lower number to make it easier to be
seen,” theDFL’ sChief Operating Officer
Holger Hieronymustold Germantabloid
Bild.

And Drpic’s agent Milan Lopac
confirmed the idea had been blocked.

“Unfortunately, the DFL didn't like
the idea,” he said. “Karlsruhe agreed
with our suggestion and even found it a
good idea as it would have helped with
marketing the shirts.”

trace Internet use

A judge in Canada has ruled that
Internet users have no expectation of pri-
vacy and police can use track people
through Internet protocols without war-
rants. Theruling by Ontario Superior Court
Judge Lynne Leitch is binding on lower
courts, and gives law enforcement a new
tool to useininvestigating such mattersas
child pornography, the National Post re-
ported on Friday.

Ruling in achild pornography posses-
son case, Leitch found that the Canadian
Charter doesnot providea“ reasonable ex-
pectation of privacy” regarding subscriber
information retained by Internet service
providers.Police asked Bell Canada in
2007 for subscriber information on an IP
address used by someone who had aleg-
edly accessed child pornography. Bell pro-
vided the requested information without
inquiring whether policehad asearch war-
rant.

NeEws ALBUM

A koala named Sam is given a drink
of water by Country Fire Authority
volunteer firefighter Dave Tree as

he rescued her after deadly fires
swept through the area of Mirboo
North, about 120km (75 miles)
southeast of Melbourne.

Austria’ s Julian Hochleitner, 14,
competesin the European Deer
Caller Championship in the German
city of Dortmund. Hochleitner
finished the competition in 12th
place, ahead of hisfather whois
seen looking on.
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Let’s go

ahead in har mony

Thethreeworlds; animateworld, inanimateworld
and natural world areintheir course without a break
astime goes hy.

Here, the deeds—wholesome or unwholesome
that have been done decide the future of individuals
and the whole human society.

Accordingto Buddhism, human beingsby nature
compl etely indul ged themsel vesbad deedsunder the
influence of greed, anger and delusion, but showed
total disregard for charity, precepts and meditation.
As aresult, the lifespan of man gradually fell from
aeons of years to as few as 10 years. Then, human
beings become out of fear and apprehension at evil
consequences of bad deeds and turn to good deeds.
Then, man’ slifespan getslonger till asmany asaeons
of years (10*%). A process of falling down and then
rising of thelifespan of maniscalled an epoch. Sixty-
four epochs form an asancheyya epoch. After four
asancheyya epochs have elapsed, the Earth ison its
Doomsday.

Dating back to the prehistoric period, human
beings enjoyed the dawn of civilization when the
societies of the world were united and harmonious.
When asystem was no longer in conformity with the
interest of human beings, thesystemwastransformed
into a new one. Therefore, the world has passed
through the age inland was owned by all, feudal age,
monarchical age, colonial periodandimperial period,
andmany political and economic systemshadbeenin
force one after another in accordance with the age
and period concerned.

Anyhow, itisabsolutely impossiblethat asystem
goes backwards into the previous system, because
suchabackward situationiscompletely unacceptable
tothehuman society. Nocitizen acceptsasituationin
which the country concerned will be transformed
from democracy into monarchical ageor fromfeudal
ageinto theinitial age.

We cannot go back to our past time, and it is
imprudent if wetry to do so. If aperson sticksto
an event that wasin the past, and doesnot accept
theprevailing situations, such aper son cannot get
alongwith others, and heeven may beconsidered
to be an immature person or liketheold men in
their dotage.

There is similar phenomenon in politics. A
demand for reviving the past results, disregarding
prevailing situationsisunreasonableandimpossible.

Indeed, politics is maximization of national
interest, not individual profiteering business.

Making a demand for implementing outdated
resultsin the interest of their party at the expense of
national interest, certain persons are expressing how
selfish they are in terms of politics. That indicates
they are not mature yet in politics.

In practice, none of the struggles to revive past
events yield positive results both in the world and
Myanmar political histories.

For example,intheMiddleEastissuethat always
receives the world media coverage, Israelis say that
their ancestors have made the region their home for
morethan 2000 years, so they havetherightsto settle
downinit.

However, Pal estinianssay that | sraelishavebeen
no more in the region for nearly 2000 years.
Palestinians have lived there for many generations,
so they believe the region belongs to them. The
majority of Arabian countries have not recognized
Israel yet.

Some moderate Arabian countries like Saudi

.

Arabiahave presented the Land for Peace programme
that Arabian countrieswouldrecognizelsragl if itgave
up the areas of Arabian countries it has occupied.
Nevertheless, both sides have not accepted the
programmeyet, and so the programme hasnot cometo
fruition yet.

In consequence of their intransigence, theinferno
of the armed conflicts is still raging in Gaza region,
claiming thousands of innocent people and lashing a
large number of buildings. The Israel-Palestine issue
has split the Arab community into two parts, and got
Israel have its enemies around it for along time.

If they are al optimistic and flexible about the
prevailing situations, they can combine advanced
technology and management skills of Israel, cheap
labour of Palestineandinvestmentsof Arabiancountries
to jointly produce goods on alarge scale. And if they
work together to devel optheMiddl e East that occupies
astrategic location at the centre of three continents, it
will become an economic hub of theworld. However,
the majority of the people are still desperateto revive
the past conditions, instead of prioritizing present
conditions, thus wasting unique opportunities for
prosperity.

Those incidents in the course of the Myanmar
history are similar to those events. Some people still
harbour immense hatred and doubts provoked by
their malevolent attitude, sointernal armedinsurgency
that broke out in the post-independence period still
existsupto now. Asaresult, Myanmar rich in natural
resources has not enjoyed development as much asit
should.

In my opinion, political forces of Myanmar are
under greater malevolent attitude, because they are
still desperate to revive outdated results in order to
come to power.

For instance, ex-prime minister U Nu, who
relinquished power in 1962, publicly claimed after the
1988 palitical unrest that the government hand over
power to him. His awkward demand was laughable
enough because it no longer suited the prevailing
conditions.

Some political forces are demanding that the
about-20-year-old election resultsbeimplemented;
that they should be bestowed with the rights to
make amendments to the State Constitution that
has been approved by about 93 per cent of the
voter saround thenation; and ar med gr oupsshould
be entrusted with the rights to participate in the
processof amendingtheconstitution. Itis, ther efore,
apparent to all those with reasoning power that
what for they aredemanding, for theinter estsof the
people, or for power.

Now, arrangements are ongoing to hold general
electionsin abid toimplement the State’ s seven-step
Road Map. So, the majority of the people are happy
with the rays of democracy because only few steps
are yet to be implemented: to hold general elections
andto hand over power after forming of agovernment
with elected representatives. However, it is very
disappointing that a group of certain people is

.S Thu Aung

attemptingtolaunchthedemocratictransition process
again by claiming that they do not accept the new
constitution; that new elections do not need to take
place; andthat they must havetherightstoamendthe
constitution as they wish, thereby attracting the
public annoyance.

Their acts evoked my memories on the event
inwhich Bhamo Sayadaw was sent away to Bhamo
in the time of King Mindon in Konbaung Period.
The monk was well-versed in Buddhist literature,
and never hesitated to lampoon any awkward
situation. The king ordered the monk be sent to
Bhamo due to an issue. The king had no choice,
but to send the monk to Bhamo, however the
gueen often visited the monk for obeisance, and he
himself revered the monk. So, the king asked the
boat crew, who would have to send the monk by
boat along the Ayeyawady River, to convey the
monk to any of the pagodas along the bank if he
wanted to. Throughout the boat trip, the monk did
not express his wish, but when the boat was close
to the port of Bhamo, he said, “Hey, wait, wait, |
want to visit a pagoda, so convey metoit.” Then,
the crew members said, “Which pagoda, Y our
Venerable?’ Themonk said, “Hmmm... the pagoda
| want to visitisthe Shwezigon Pagodain Bagan.”
So, the boat crew members even did not know
what to do, and kindly requested himto giveup his
wishtovisit the pagoda. He said, “I just expressed
my wish according to your king's order, but | do
not have any ill-will to trouble you.” Then, he
asked them to approach the port.

Infact, themonk did not haveany slightestill-will
to bother the crew members. But, the acts of thegroup
aredemanding on purpose for making the democratic
transition process go backwards, with theintention of
making the nation away fromthegoal. | think they are
tryingtoturntheir back onthenew democratic nation,
showing disregard to the public interests. Anyway,
the government has invited anyone, anti- or pro-
constitution, to stand for electionsin accordance with
the election law.

If they really want to servetheinterest of the
nation and the people, they should recognize the
benevolent attitude of the government, and stand
for electionsfairly in linewith thelaw. Thosewho
will elect the representatives in the elections are
the electorate. And those who will have to accept
thechoiceof thepeopleand servethepublicinterests
are political forces.

Now, the international community are working
together with asense of cooperation morethaneverin
dealing with natural disastersand the global financial
crisisand other formsof crises. If they want to be able
tostay intouchwith objectiveconditions, | wouldlike
to tell them about the information that the entire
people are desirous of working together to generate
development and prosperity of the Myanmar human
society.

*kkkk*k

Trandation: MS

The entire people are desirous of working
together togener atedevelopment and prosper ity
of the Myanmar human society.
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Cash and kind donated to saelf-reliant
village libraries of Rakhine State

Nay Pyi Taw, 17
Feb—The donating of
cash, daily newspapers,
publications and TV sets
to establish self-reliant
village libraries and to
provide funds for the
librariesin Rakhine State
took place at U Ottama
Hall in Sittway on 15
February.

Minister for
Information Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsan in his speech
stressed theimportance of
Union Spirit. He said that
local people are enjoying
development due to the
efforts the government is
making for equitable
development of all regions
of the nation. In
compliance with the
guidance of the Head of
State, the ministries
concerned have launched
many projectstoaccel erate
all-round development of
Rakhine State.

Theministry istrying
to spread its wings in the
media sector for human
resource development of
the state.

Local people, well-
wishers, social
organizations and local
authorities have to work
together for enabling the
remainingvillagestohave
newspapers.

Self-reliant village
libraries are fundamental
for human resource
development of rural
areas. With that concept,
the ministry haslaunched
its plan since 2003 to

establish self-reliant
village libraries.

The people have to
overcome the dangers
posed by certain internal
and external destructive
elements resorting to
various means to destroy
thenation, andtomaintain
and boost the already-
achieved development
momentum.

In conclusion, he
caled on loca people to
keeponworking hardwith
Union Spirit for national
development and stability
andpeace, andtojoinhands
with the government to
accomplish the State’'s
seven-step Road Map to

presented K 51 million
donated by the Union
Solidarity and
Development Association
to 17 libraries through
local authorities; 8,500
publications to 17 model
village libraries through
Col Soe Lwin of Sittway
Station; and K 2,172,000
to 400 villages through
Managing Director of the
News and Periodicals
Enterprise U Soe Win.
Col Soe Lwin
presented K 8.5millionto
17model villagelibraries
through the minister.
Rakhine State PDC
presented K 3,456,000 to
640 villages through the

managing director of NPE.

Well-wishersdonated
K 15,454,000, nine TV
sets worth K 1,170,000
and publicationsworth K
8,458,800; Vice-President
of theMyanmar Fisheries
Federation U HlaMaung
Shwe, K 9 million; and U
Ohn Myint (Civil Tech)
of Yangon, K 3millionto
model librariesof Rakhine
State.

Today's donations of
cash and publications
totaled K 97,032,800.

After the ceremony,
the minister and the vice-
chairman of RakhineState
PDC cordially greetedthe
attendees. —MNA

developed nation

life

the nation

Objectives of the
64" Anniversary

Armed Forces Day

1. Towork hardtogether withthepeopleto
accomplish the State’s seven-step Road
Map in building a peaceful, modern and

2. To uphold Our Three Main National
Causes as the national policy at risk to

3. Tocrush,incooperationwiththepeople,
inter nal and exter nal subver siveelements
that are disrupting stability, peace and
development of the nation

4. Tobuild astrong and patriotic modern
Tatmadaw capable of safeguarding the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of

Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan delivers address at ceremony to donate cash, daily newspapers, publicationsand TV sets
to self-reliant village libraries and to provide funds for the librariesin Rakhine State—wmNA

ASEAN Foundation, MOFA hold quiz contest

build a peaceful, modern
and developed discipline-
flourishing democratic
nation.

Vice-Chairman of
Rakhine State Peace and
Development Council Col
Soe Lwin also made an
address.

The minister

Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan hands over K24
million donated by USDA to librariesin eight
townshipsin Sittway District.—mNA

‘ 18-2-09 NL 8

Industry-1
Ministry to stage
Special market
festivalsin State
and Divs

Nay Pyi Taw, 17
Feb—Special market
festivals of Industry-1
Ministry will be held in
Y aksauk and Hsipaw,
Shan State from 17 to 23
February, in Sagaing,
Sagaing Divisionfrom 18
to 24 February, in Kayan,
Y angon Divisionfrom 18
to 27 February, in
Y amethin, Mandalay
Division from 24 to 28
February, in Thayet from
24 February to 2 March
and in Pakokku (Kanma),
Magway Divisionfrom25
February to 3 March, in
Kyonpyaw, Ayeyawady
Divisionfrom27 February
to 5 March.—MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 17
Feb— Quizcontest,jointly
organized by ASEAN
Foundation based in
Jakarta of Indonesia and
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, washeld at Royal
KumudraHotel inNay Pyi
Taw Hotel Zone here at
8.30 am today.

Director Daw Thida

Aung of Department of
ASEAN Affairsunder the
Minigtry of ForeignAffairs
and Ms Rendlle lvy Adan
of theASEAN Foundation
made speeches on the
occasion. Afterwards, Ms
Niko Atmadja of the
ASEAN  Foundation
explained the facts about
the method of playing the

quiz. A total of over 100-
studentsfromUniversities
and Collegesin Statesand
Divisions took part in the
contest.

Afterwards, Director-
General U Than Tun of
ASEAN Affairs
Department presented
awards to winners.

MNA

Director-General U Than Tun awardswinners of ASEAN quiz—mNA

1/14/32, 4:36 PM



*

[T [T |

THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Wednesday, 18 February, 2009 9

( MWAF President addresses opening of annual meeting W

Daw Khin Khin Win, President of MWAF, delivers address at annual meeting of MWAF. — MNA

Daw Khin Khin Win, President of MWAF, and participants of annual
meeting of MWAF browse documentary photos of MWAF. — MNA

Nav Pyi Taw, 17 Feb
— The opening of annua
general meeting of
Myanmar  Women's
Affairs Federation was
held at Nay Pyi Taw City
Hall this morning with an
address by MWAF

President Daw Khin Khin
Win.

It was attended by
MWAF Vice-President
Daw Khin Thet Htay and
CEC members,
Chairperson of Myanmar
Materna andChildWéefare

AssociationDaw KhinSaw
Hnin and CEC members,
the patrons, the
chairpersonsandsecretaries
of state/division WAOS,
intellectuals and
intelligentsia, repre-
sentatives from state/

divisonWAOsandguests.

After the opening
ceremony, the MWAF
President and party
viewed documentary
photos on activities of
MWAF and state/division
WAOs.

Next, the first day
agendaof MWAF' annual
meetingfollowed. MWAF
President Daw Khin Khin
Win presided over the
meeting.

MWAF  General
Secretary Dr Daw Myint
Kyi read out the report of
central executive
committee.

Afterwards, the
chairpersons of Kachin,
Kayah, Kayin, Chin and
Mon State WAOs
presented reports on
activities of respective
organizations.

After hearingreports,
the meeting chairperson
MWAF President Daw
Khin Khin Win gave
necessary instructionsand
the meeting went into
recess.

In the afternoon
session, MWAF Vice-
President Daw Khin Thet
Htay presided over the
meeting.

Next, thechairpersons
of Rakhine State, Shan
State, Shan State (North)
and Shan State (East),

Sagaing Division,
Taninthayi Division, Bago
Division and Bago

Division (West) WAQOs
presented reports on their
activities.

Then the meeting
chairpersonMWAFVice-
President Daw Khin Thet
Htay made review on
reportsand gavenecessary
instructions.

The annua meeting
continues tomorrow.

MNA

Mayor inspectsroad upgrading in Mandalay

Mayor Brig-Gen Phone Zaw Han inspects upgrading of 87th Street in

Mandalay.—nNLm

ManDpaLAY, 17 Feb
— Chairmanof Mandalay
City Development
Committee Mayor Brig-
Gen Phone Zaw Han
inspected the upgrading
of 87" Street between 21%
and 22™ streets on self-
reliant basic in Mandalay
on 5 February.

The mayor gave

‘ 18-2-09 NL 9

ingtructionstotheofficias
concerned of theRoad and
Bridge Department of
MCDC onminimizingthe
loss and wastage and
effectiveuseof machinery.

Beforethevisittothe
work siteof theupgrading
the road, the mayor
inspected the beautifying
works and trees planting

along the road around
Mandalay Moat in
Aungmyaythazan
Township and dredging
drains from the moat.
Afterwards, the
mayor went to Mandalay
Hill and gaveinstructions
on beautifying tasksat the
foot of Mandalay Hill.
NLM

*

Education Minister inspects universities
and BEHSsin Yangon

Y ANGON, 17
Feb—Minister for
Education Dr ChanNyein
looked into Yangon
University of Education,
Yangon University,
Universities Science
Research Department and
Yangon University of
Economics on 14
February, Dagon

University, Yangon
Western University on 15
February and Y angon East
University on 16
February, and gave
necessary instructions.
HevisitedNo.(1)
BEHS in Thanlyin
Township and No.(1)
BEMS in Thakata
Township and inspected

the pretest for
matricul ationexamination
and learning of the
students.

Then, the
minister also inspected
National Management
College in Botahtaung
Township and No.(1)
BEHS in Thingangyun
Township.—MNA

Minister Dr Chan Nyein inspects National Management College.

1/14/32, 4:36 PM
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Mudon in Mon State getting beautiful and pleasant

Recently, the news
team of oursspent anight
in Mudon whilevisiting
Mon State.

As we saw clean
roads, flowery plantsand
shady trees in front of
most housesintheurban
area, we noticed that
Mudon possessed the
town characteristics in
every way.

The chairman of
Mudon Township Peace
and Devel opment Coun-
cil, who is native of
Mudon, proudly ex-

pressed prominent
points of Mudon Town-
ship.

The chairman said,
“Thereligious affairsis
flourishing in our town.
Local people are enjoy-
ing development fruits
of economic and educa-
tion sectors. Thetownis
nativeof former and cur-

rent film stars. As the
final and significant
point, there are many
beautiful and pretty girls
and ladies in the town.”

According to the
datarelated to the town,
atotal of 1,026 students
out of 1,741 passed the
matriculation examina-
tion for 2007-2008 aca-
demic year, that was
58.93 per cent success.

Therefore, Mudon

Township was the best
passratetownshipinMon
State. Therewereonesix-
distinction winner and
other distinction winners
among the outstanding
students.

With regard to the
matriculation pass rate,
Mudon Township
achieved the first prize
forthreesuccessiveyears
in Mon state from 2006-
2007 to 2008.

The establishment of
evening reading roomsat
seven Basic Education
High Schools may bein-
cluded in the secrets be-
hind such achievements.

Mudon, home to
185,624 people, islocated
on 314.7 square miles of
land, not far from
Y angon-Myeik Road and
Y angon-Myawady Road.

Article Maung Maung Htwe (MNA); Photos. Hla Moe (MNA)

Photo shows clean and beautiful entrance to Mudon.

In the morning, Ex-
ecutive Officer U Maung

Rubber andpaddy are | Maung Aye of Mudon
main products of the ' Township Development

township. Rubber latexis
being collected from
24,119 acres of rubber
plantation out of 42,953
acres. In 2008-2009 cul-
tivation season, atotal of
86,602 acres of land was
put under monsoon
paddy, and 76.83 baskets
of paddy per acreyielded
in the township. Moreo-
ver, local farmers culti-
vated 8,860 acresof sum-
mer paddy.

Affairs Committee con-
ducted usroundthetown.

“In Mudon, al the
dwellers participatein all
tasks of the town. When
the township Develop-
ment Affairs Committee
grew shady treesandflow-
ery plants to beautify the
urban roads, they also
plantedthetreesand flow-
ery plants in their com-
pounds. When we main-
tained theurbanroads, the

dwellers actively partici-
pated inthetasks. Moreo-
ver, they kept their houses
and compounds neat and

Neat and clean urban road seen in Mudon with town characteristics.

clean.”

We, the news team
had an opportunity tovisit
the water supply task of
the Township DAC. The
committee depends on
Winphanon and Azin
dams for the town’s wa-
ter supply.

Thewater from Azin
Dam is filtered at water
tanks and then pumped
up tothe 130,000-gallon-
capacity reinforced con-
crete water tank with the
use of a75 KW compres-
sor. Afterwards, the wa-
ter is being supplied to
the urban area through
pipelines. In supplying
water, the houses are in-
stalledwithwater meters.

To be able to supply
safe water to the dwell-
ers, two Japan 0.2 KW
chlorinating machines

wereinstalled at thewa-
ter tank, and the water
sampleisfrequently sent
tothe Water Supply and
Sanitation Branch of
Y angon for testing. Ac-
cordingtothelaboratory
replies, officials ap-
proved the water at the
tank is pH 6.96.
Indeed, Mudon
means aremote town in
Mon language. During
our visit, thenewsteam,
together with Executive
Officer U MaungMaung
Aye, noticed that al-
though it is an ancient
town, Mudon is gaining
development momen-
tum in accord with the
town characteristics.
*kkk*k
Translation: TTA
Myanma Alin:
10-2-2009

Chlorinated water from Azin Dam being supplied to local people.
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Berlin names Afghan
coordinate with

BerLIN, 17 Feb—
Germany nominated a
special envoy for
Afghanistan and Pakistan
on Monday, saying it
wanted to strengthen
coordination with US
President Barack
Obama's envoy to the
region, Richard
Holbrooke.

German Foreign
Minister Frank-Walter
Steinmeier said the
appointment of Bernd
Muetzelburg, currently
Ambassador to New
Delhi,underlinedBerlin’s
stance that regional
neighbours had to be

I 1]

involvedineffortstobring
peace to Afghanistan.

“After the elections
in the United States, the
US Government made
clear that we will be
dealing more with a
regional approach in
Afghanistan,” Steinmeier
said.

“Mr Muetzelburg
will be the contact person
for US envoy Mr
Holbrooke who asked us
during the Munich
Security Conference last
weekend to appoint a
contact person. | assume
that other European
countries will do the

*
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envoy to
UsS

same,” he said.
Obama has pledged
to make Afghanistan a
foreign policy priority.
Germany has a
parliamentary mandate to
send up to 4,500 troopsto
Afghanistan as part of a
NATO mission, and
around 3,500 soldiersare
deployed at present.
MNA/Reuters

Members of the
Chinese expedition
team work on China’'s
Antarctic ice breaker
Snow Dragon on the
Antarctica, on 15 Feb,
2009. The Snow
Dragon carrying the
25th Chinese
Antarctica scientific
expedition team is
working near Prydz
Bay and Amery | ce
Shelf recently.
INTERNET

The 2-year-old leukemia-afflicted kid Li Rui is
fondled and kissed by his parents, at the Beijing
Children’s Hospital in Beijing, China’s capital, on
17 Feb, 2009.—INTERNET

Chinese soldiersleave for

UN mission

Kunming, 17 Feb—A
team of 170 Chinese
soldiers left for UN
peacekeeping mission in
L ebanon Monday aboard
a chartered flight from
Kunming, capital of
southwest Y unnan
Province.

They formed the first
batch of the fifth
engineering battalion and
the fourth medical team
that China will send to
Lebanon. A nother team
of 165 soldiers, including
30 medical staff, are
scheduledtodepart for the
Middle East country on
26 February. Thesoldiers,

in Lebanon

all from southwest
China sChengduMilitary
Command, will replace
[previous teams.

During their eight-
month term in the
bordering area of south
L ebanon, the engineering
battalion, 275 soldiersin
total, will engage in mine
sweeping and explosive
remova. They will also
build roads, bridges, and
maintain airports.

The 60-member
medical teamwill carefor
thesick and wounded and
conduct epidemic
prevention work.

MNA/Xinhua

ADB sanctions 41 firms, 38
individualsfor corruption

ManiLa, 17 Feb—The
AsianDevel opment Bank
(ADB) sanctioned 41
firms and 38 individuas
for corruption last year,
according to a report
released on Monday by
the Manila-based lender.

Thismakesatotal of
552 firmsandindividuals
banned from working for

Couponsaim to prosper Nanjing tourism

BEelaNG, 17 Feb—The
city government of
Nanjing, eastern Jiangsu
province, has decided to
give away 20 million-
yuan-worth of tourism
couponstourbanresidents
in an effort to spur local
consumption.

This is the fourth
Chinese city that has
introduced free coupons
programs as a means to
help spur their local
consumptions following
Hangzhou of Zhejing
province, Chengdu of
Sichuan province and

Dongguan of Guangdong
province.
According to

Nanjing-based Y angtze
Evening Post, each of the
200,000 householdsinthe
city will get a 100 yuan
worth of coupons, which
will be handed out infour
months from March to
June.

The first group of
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An official displays the three categories of the
tourism coupons with tag prices at 10, 20 and 50
yuan on 16 Feb, 2009.—INTERNET

local families were
selected aseligiblefirstto
get the coupons on
Monday throughalottery,
through which each
household got its own
number to pick up the
freebiesin one of thefour
upcoming months.

The coupons, with
face values at 10, 20 and
50 yuan respectively, can
beused astravel expenses
to 37 designated tourism

attractionsaroundthecity.
The coupons sum is
required to be less than
half of the total payment.
Mu Genglin, vice
director of the city’s
tourism administration,
said the coupons are
expected to bring a
corresponding  con-
sumption of as much as
200 million yuan in the

local tourism sector.
I nter net

*

45%
population

of Indonesia’'s

threatened

by malaria

JakARTA, 17 Feb—
Indonesian Health
Minister Siti Fadilah
Supari said on Monday
that about 45 per cent of
the country’s population
is at risk of contracting
malaria. Speaking to a
hearing withthe House of
Representatives (DPR),
the minister said 424 of
Indonesia’'s 495 districts
and cities were malaria

endemic regions.

She said high
endemic regions with an
annual parasiteincidence
(API) rate of more than
five per one thousand
people were scattered in
the provinces of Maluku,
North Maluku, Papua,
West Papua, North
Sumatra and East Nusa
Tenggara.

I nternet

the ADB since it began
investigating corruption
alegations in 1998, the
Bank said. ADB’sOffice
of the Auditor General,
Integrity Division, as the
focal point of the Bank’s
anti-corruption drive,
received 186 complaints
in 2008, whichresultedin
89investigations, saidthe
bank. It investigated
matters ranging from a
medical-benefit fraud case
by aformer staff member
involvinglessthan100US
dollarstoalleged collusion
in bidding for a road
construction project worth
more than 10 million
dollars. According to the
report, 74 per cent of the
cases investigated
involved ADB-financed
activities, while 18 per
cent involved ADB staff
members. The remainder
involved sanction
violationsand conflictsof
interest.—MNA/Xinhua

124 war-displaced die in Philippine
evacuation centres

TaLavan, 17 Feb—
At least 124 displaced
peoplehavedied of severe
illness and deadly water-
born diseases in
evacuation centers amid
the ongoing fighting
between government
troops and separatist
rebels in the southern

1/14/32, 4:36 PM

Philippines, an official
said on Monday.
Lawyer Frances
Cynthia Guiani-Sayadi,
solicitor general for the
Autonomous Region in
Muslim Mindanao, told
Xinhua that the cases of
deaths were recorded
since last August, when

the separatist Moro
Islamic Liberation
Front (MILF) attacked
some town and villages
in the south and
government  troops
mounted an offensive
against the rebels
afterwards.
MNA/Xinhua
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TRADE MARK
CAUTION NOTICE
American-CigaretteCom-
pany (Overseas) Limited,
a company organized
under the laws of Switzer-
land, carrying on business,
through its licensees and
affiliates, as Tobacco
Manufacturers and Mer-
chants, havingitsprincipal
officeat Zaehlerweg4, Zug,
6300, Switzerland is the
owner and sole proprietor
of the following Trade-

marks:-

Diner en Ville
Reg. No. 4/4713/2008

Reg. No. 4/4714/2008

Reg. No. 4/4715/2008

Reg. No. 4/4716/2008

Balade au Parc

Reg. No. 4/4717/2008

Terrasse au Solall
Reg. No. 4/4718/2008

Ephemere

Reg. No. 4/4719/2008
Used in respect of :-
Cigarettes, tobacco, to-
bacco products, smokers’
articles, lighters, matches.
Any unauthorized use,
imitation, infringements
or fraudulent intentions of
the above marks will be
dealt with according to
law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun

B.A (LAW) LLB,LLM (UK)
P.O.Box. 109,

Ph: 723043

(For. British American
Tobacco Ltd, U.K.)
Dated. 18 February, 2009.

TRADEMARK CAUTION

Pacific International
Lines (Private) Limited a
company incorporated in
the Republic of Singapore at
140 Cecil Street #03-00 PIL
Building Singapore 069540
is the Owner and Sole Pro-
prietor of the following
Trademarks:-

PIL

Reg : No. 4/216/2009

Reg : No. 4/217/2009

Reg : No. 4/218/2009
Inrespect of : “Int’ Class 6: Pack-
aging containers of metal; con-
tainers of metal, metal con-
tainer closures, metal alloy con-
tainers, metallic and aluminum
goods and/or materials used as
containers; containers ai! made
wholly or principally of metal
and for use in the storage or
carriage of goods; flatracks
[metal structures]; parts and fit-
tings included in ‘Class’ 6 for
the aforesaid goods”.

In respect of : “Int’l Class 39:
Transportation services by wa-
ter, packing and packaging of
goods for transportation; ship
brokerage services; freight
shipping and freight forward-
ing services; travel arrange-
ment, transport by water and
information thereof, all pro-
vided on-line from a computer
database or the global commu-
nications network”.
Fraudulent imitation or un-
authorized use of the said
Trademark shall be dealt
with according to law.

U Myint Lwin, Advocate,
LL.B, DBL

Dip in Marine Affairs(UK)
myint advocate(@mptmail.net.mm
Ph: 371 990 18.Feb.2009

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV GATI MAJESTIC VOY NO (91909)

Consigneesof cargocarriedonMV GATI MAJES-
TIC VOY NO (91909) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 17.2.2009 and cargo will be
dischargedintothepremisesof M.I.T.T whereitwill lie
at the consignee’ srisk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/SGATI COAST TO COAST
Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

[T [T |

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV MARE BALTICUM VOY NO (128)

Consignees of cargo carried on MVMARE
BALTICUM VOY NO (128) are hereby notified that
thevessal will be arriving on 18.2.2009 and cargo will
bedischargedintothe premisesof M.1.T.T whereitwill
lieattheconsignee’ srisk and expensesand subjecttothe
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto 4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/SBLPL LOGISTICPTELTD
Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

A supporter of Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez

sports a haircut depicting the president as he waits

for the results of areferendum outside Miraflores
Palacein Caracas on 15 Feb, 2009.—INTERNET

Regional unemployment
ratesvary across EU

BrusseLs, 17 Feb—Regiona unemployment rates
varied widely across the European Union (EU) in
2007,from 2.1 per centinthe Dutchregion of Zeeland,
t025.2 per cent in Reunion, aFrench Overseas Depart-
ment, official figures showed Monday.

Of the 263 EU regionsfor which dataare available,
28 had an unemployment rate of 3.5 per cent or lessin
2007, half theaveragefor the EU, according to the 27-
nation bloc’s statistics office Eurostat. They included
eight regionsinthe Netherlands, sevenin Italy, fivein
Britain, three each in the Czech Republic and Austria
and two regions in Belgium.

MNA/Xinhua

BMW to cut 850 jobsat UK
Mini plant

Lonpon, 17 Feb—Ger-
man car manufacturer
BMW AG is shedding
around850jobsatitsMini
plant in Oxford, central
England, as it cuts back
production in the wake of
a 3- per-cent slump in
sales. The company,
which produced 235,000
carsattheplantlastyear—
its only Mini factory

Drive
with
care
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At least 21 migrantsdrown
off Spanish beach

MabriD, 17 Feb—At
least 21 North African mi-
grants, many of them chil-
dren, drowned in sight of
bathers as their over-
crowded boat capsizedjust
metres off a beach in the
Canary Islands, Spanish
emergency servicessaidon
Monday.

Swimmers and surfers
tried to reach the migrants
asthey struggled in rough
watersbeforeCoast Guard
boats arrived at the spot
just 20 metres (66 feet) of f
Cocoteros beach at the
town of Teguise in
Lanzaroteat 7:00pm (1900

GMT)onSunday,anemer-
gency servicesspokesman
said.

Six people were res-
cued but Coast Guardshad
recovered 18 bodies by
Monday. They were aso
trying to retrieve three
more they had seen in the
water.

Emergency services
believetheboat wascarry-
ing about 28 people, in-
cludingmany under theage
of 18, but the spokesman
could not confirm media
reportssomesurvivorsran
off after making it to the
beach.—MNA/Reuters

worldwide— said in a
statement it would now be
operatingfivedaysaweek
instead of seven.

“While Mini has been
weathering the economic
downturn, itisnotimmune
fromthechallengesof the
current situation,” the
company said in a state-
ment on Monday. Sales
of the Mini, madefamous
inthe1969Michael Caine
movie The Italian Job,
slumped 34.5 per cent in
Januarytojustover 10,100
worldwide, according to
data supplied by the com-
pany.—MNA/Reuters

2nd South African Airways
crew arrested over drugs

Lonpon, 17 Feb—British Customs officers, for the
second timein four weeks, have arrested another crew
of aSouth African Airways(SAA) planeafter cocaine
was found in baggage at London’ s Heathrow Airport,
officialssaid on Monday. The 15 strong-crew, includ-
ing flight and cabin staff, were being questioned after
arriving on aflight from Johannesburg, a spokesman
for Her Mgjesty’ sRevenueand Customs(HMRC) said
in astatement.

About five kilos (11 pounds) of cocaine, with an
estimated street value of 250,000 pounds (357,400 US
dallars), wereseized by theUK Border Agency (UKBA),
it said. Last month, the crew of another South African
Airways flight was arrested at Heathrow after cannabis
and cocaine were found in baggage. They were bailed
until March 23 after officersseized 50 kilos (110 pounds)
of cannabis, worth 150,000 pounds, and four kilos of
cocaine with an estimated value of 160,000 pounds in
three pieces of luggage— MNA/Reuters

An employee of
the Afghan
Justice Ministry
(R) isbeing
comforted by
hisfriend after
heleft the
ministry during
agun battle
with Taleban
attackersin
Kabul on 11
Feb, 2009.
INTERNET

1/14/32, 4:37 PM
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Mexico says USfirm can’t
explore shipwreck

Mexico City, 17 Feb
—NMexico has denied a
us sea salvage
company’s request to ex-
ploreand recover artifacts
from a sunken 17th-cen-
tury Spanish galleon in
the Gulf, the government
said Monday.

The ship in question,
the galleon Our Lady of
Juncal, was part of afleet
hit by apowerful stormin
1631 in“one of the great-
est tragediesthat has ever
occurred in Mexican wa
ters,” according to
Mexico's National Insti-
tute of Anthropology and
History.The proposa by
Odyssey Marine Explora
tion Inc of Tampa,
Florida, “is not intended
to conduct research and
does not have the ap-
proval of archaeologists
or an academicinstitution

of recognized prestige,”
the Institute said. It added
that “treasure hunters
have always had their
eyeson” thewreck site.
Odyssey Marine chair-
man Greg Stemm said in
a statement that “the pro-
posal presented to Mexico
for archaeological ser-
vices is in compliance
with the UNESCO Con-
vention and would keep
al cultural artifacts to-
gether in a collection.”
The United Nations
Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization

says on its Web site that
the convention aims to
“preserve in situ all re-
mains of human existence
submerged for at least one
hundred years.”

TheOur Lady of Juncal
set sail from the Gulf
coast port of Veracruz on
14 Oct, 1631, as part of a
19-ship fleet bearing what
the Institute described
only as “a valuable ship-
ment of the goods ob-
tained by the king's min-
isters to feed the Spanish
empire.” Most of thefleet
never made it.—Internet

Waves hit the sea wall in Wimereux, northern France 10 February, 2009. A
storm rushing in from the Atlantic lashed the west coast of France, as high
winds and tides brought therisk of coastal flooding.—INTERNET

Russiain
new Latam
push with
Bolivia gas
pipelines

Moscow, 17 Feb—
Russian state gas giant
Gazpromisintakstobuild
asystemof gaspipdlinesin
Bolivia, President Dmitry
Medvedev said Monday in
thelatest Kremlin pushto
boost itsinfluencein South
America

Medvedev announced
the plan after talks in the
Kremlin with Bolivian
President Evo Morales,
whose visit to Moscow
comes soon  after similar
tripsbyfellow|eftistleaders
Raul Castro of Cuba
and Hugo Chavez of
Venezuda. “We spoke
about Russia helping
our friends in Bolivia
with  hydrocarbons and
the construction of a
gas transport system,”
Medvedev said after the
meeting.

“A memorandum was
signed with Gazprom,
whose cooperation is
moving into the practical
sphere,” hesaid, addingthat
work on the “strategic
project” wouldrunto 2030.
He did not elaborate.

MNA/Reuters
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An Algerian is treated with traditional Chinese
therapy in Algiers, capital of Algeria, on 15 Feb,
2009. Traditional Chinese therapy becomes popu-
lar among Algerianswhile somevoluntarily choose
traditional Chinesetherapy including acupuncture
and cupping jar to treat their illness—XinHuA

Product launches muted at wireless show

BARCELONA,(Spain), 17
Feb— The softnessinthe
market for new mobile
phones showed clearly

Monday in athin array of
new product rollouts at
the GSMA Mobile World
Congress trade show in
Barcelona — usually a
smorgasbord of eye-
catching gadgets.

With the global reces-
sion making companies
hold back, big device
launches were thin, and
anyonewanting aflurry of
new products using the
Android operating system
developed by Google Inc
will have to wait.

“They are very con-
scious about the market
this year.

All of themthey areex-
pecting a market slow-
down so there is no point

to launching high-end de-
vices and drop it after a
quarter or two,” said IDC
market researcher Fran-
cisco Jeronimo.

Sony Ericsson an-
nounced its first full
touch-screen phone with
a 12 megapixel camera
running Symbian Foun-
dation S60 software —
thefirst non-Nokiaphone
to launch with the plat-
form. The phone, called
theidou during the devel-
opment stage, will be
launched in the coming
months with a commer-
cial name and brought to
market in the second half
of thisyear.

Internet

Cambodia expresses concer n about
chemicalsin food

Pranom Penn, 17 Feb—
Theapplication of harmful
preservative chemicals
to food sold in market
galls remains a threat to
consumers, despite efforts
by doctors and officials to
discourage their use,
national media reported
Monday.

Food vendors often
use chemicals including
pesticidesandhydrochloric
acid either to preservefood
or to makeit morevisually
appealing to customers,
English-language daily
newspaper thePhnomPenh
Post quoted Chhouv Kong
Phally, director of thehedlth
promotion programme at
the Ministry of Hedlth, as
saying.

These can lead to

problems from minor
ailments like headaches to
life-threatening diseases,
notably cancer, he said.
While public awareness
of these dangers has
increased, the chemicals
themselves are still
relatively prevalent, hesaid,

adding that asurvey of 648
Phnom Penh vendors in
2008foundthat 266 of them
treated their food with
chemicas. Meanwhile, 121
out of the 273 productsin
survey were found
containing chemicals.
MNA/Xinhua

Colombia becomestourism
destination for Chinese citizens

BocoTa, 17 Feb—
Visiting Chinese Vice
President Xi Jinping said
Monday morning that
Colombia has been listed
as the sixth tourism
destination for Chinese
citizensin South America.

Thiswill help promote

*

1/14/32, 4:37 PM

thebilateral cooperationin
tourism sector and as
contactsof thetwo peoples
amplify, the economy and
commerceincollaboration
between China and
Colombia will also be
strengthened. During a
breakfast meeting with
entrepreneurs from both
sides, Xi proposed that
work needstobedonewith
joined hands to create a
beautiful future of China
Colombia friendly
cooperation.
MNA/Xinhua

A man getshiseye
tested at a free eye-care
camp set up by volun-
tary organisation
‘Karm’ in Mumbai on
15 Feb, 20009.

INTERNET )
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Eduardo hitstwo asArsenal
beat Cardiff in Cup

Lonpon, 17 Feb—
Eduardo daSilvamadean
emotional return to club
action after amost ayear,
scoring twice to help Ar-
senal beat Cardiff City 4-
0 in their FA Cup fourth
round replay at The Emir-
ates on Monday.

The Croatiastriker was

Arsenal’s Eduardo playing hisfirst match for

Da Silva Arsenal since suffering a
horrific ankle injury and he marked it by heading the
first goal after 20 minutes and scoring the third with a
60th-minute penalty.

Nicklas Bendtner and substitute Robin van Persie
were also on target and only an outstanding display
by goa keeper Tom Heaton prevented Arsenal running
riot.

The victory secured afifth-round meeting with an-
other Championship (second division) team, Burnley,
who knocked Arsenal out of the League Cup earlier
this season, with ahome quarter-final against Hull City
or Sheffield United awaiting the winners.

“It was amazing, | think everyone has waited for
him (Eduardo) to come back after that horrific thing
andI’'mreally pleased for him,” Bendtner told Setanta
TV.—Internet

Driverstake the green flag to start the Daytona 500 NASCAR
Sprint Cup Series race at the Daytona | nternational Speedway
in Daytona Beach, Florida, on 15 Feb, 2009.—INTERNET

SoWaWai
wins Best of
Best HK Sports

StarsAward

Hone Kong, 17 Feb—
Winnersof theHongKong
Sports Stars Awards 2008
were announced in a gala
ceremony hereonMonday
night. With agloriousvic-
tory in the Bejing 2008
PardympicGames, SoWa
Wai for the first time was
abletoclinchthemost cov-
eted “Best of Best Hong
KongSportsStarsAward” .

So, whowonthemen’s
T-36 200m sprint in the
Beljing Pardympics with
a new world record, said
that he was amazed to win

Johnson wins at Pebble

after final round washout

PessLe BeacH, 17 Feb—American
Dustin Johnson clinched hissecond PGA
Tour title on Monday when the fina
round of the weather-hit Pebble Beach
Nationa Pro-Am was washed out by
rain.

No play was possible on Sunday be-
cause of heavy rain and strong winds on
the Pebble Beach Golf Links and organ-
izers abandoned play on Monday morn-
ing with the course under water. It was
thefirst PGA Tour event decided after 54
holessinceAmerican Phil Mickelsonwon
the 2005 BellSouth Classic.

The 68-man field had been scheduled
to tee off at 0730 local (1530 GMT) on
Monday but, after start times had been
pushed back an hour, thetournament was
finaly called off —MNA/Reuters

[T [T |

AC Milan’s Nestato

undergo back surgery

Rowme, 17 Feb—Any lingering hopes
that AC Milan may have entertained of
centre-back Alessandro Nesta returning
this season appeared dashed Monday
with newsthat he wasto undergo immi-
nent surgery on his problem back.

The 2006 World Cup winner, sidelined
sincelast July, had been hopeful of mak-
ing a return after a two-month break in
Miami.

The club, who lost to city rivals Inter
on Sunday, announced that surgery was
required after he suffered a further set-
back in light training last week.

The 32-year-old is to be operated on
at aMilan clinic.—Internet

Orlando Magic's Dwight Howard (R)
blocksthe shot by Houston Rockets' Yao
Ming in the first quarter of the NBA
All-Star basketball game in Phoenix,
Arizona, on 15 Feb, 2009.—INTERNET

Russian seeds fall, qualifiersimpress
in ATP-WTA event

the award. “It is amazing
that | win the award, as
there are so many famous

Manchester United's Cristiano Ronaldo (L) spits at
Derby County’'s Rabbie Savage during their FA Cup
fifth round soccer match at Pride Park in Derby,
central England on 15 Feb, 2009.—INTERNET

athleteshere and | thought
| had little hope to win,”
said So, who is dso the
world record holder of the
men’s T36 200m sprint.
Badminton player
Wang Chen and veteran
cyclisWongKamPowere
onceagainamongtheeight
winnersof the* HongKong
Sports Stars Awards”
which made them seven
times the winners of the
awards—MNA/Xinhua

MewmpHis, 17 Feb—Rus-
sian seed Igor Andreev and
Alla Kudryavtseva made
first-round exits while
someimpressivequdifiers
advanced at the 1.22 mil-
lion-dollar WTA and ATP
hardcourt tournament in
Memphis.

Sixth seed Andreev was
ousted by compatriot Igor
Kunitsyn 1-6, 6-4, 6-3.
Andreev, ranked 22nd, fell
to 0-4 this season with his

third first-round ouster in
arow.

Australian qualifier
Chris Guccione fired 19
aces and denied Vince
Spadea’s three break-
point chances to elimi-
nate the American 7-6
(7/1), 7-6 (7/5) while Is-
raeli qualifier Dudi Sela
beat American Bobby
Reynolds 7-6 (7/4), 6-2.

On the women’s side,
Dutch quaifier Michadla

Krajicek upset Russian
seventh seed Kudry-
avtseva 6-1, 6-4, but five
other women's seeds
advanced.

Second seed Victoria
Azarenka of belarus de-
feated American Varvara
Lepchenko 6-2, 6-2 while
Czech third seed Lucie
Safarova fired eight aces
to eliminate Britain's
Melanie South 6-2, 6-2,in
62 minutes.—I nternet

Hiddink takes charge of first

Chelsea training session

Lonbon, 17 Feb—Guus Hiddink took charge of his
first Chelsea training session on Monday with the
club’'s England midfielder Frank Lampard saying the
Dutchman was already making his presence felt.

Hiddink watched last weekend’s 3-1 FA Cup win
away to Watford following the sacking of former
Chelsea manager Luiz Felipe Scolari.

Lampard told www.chelseafc.com that Hiddink’s
presence had lifted the spirits of the players.

“Hehas cast hiseye over training and the game and
you can see a little lift in the lads trying to impress
him, which always happens when a new manager
comes in,” said Lampard. “I think he will be happy
with the desire and spirit we showed at 1-0 down
(against Watford) and some of the football we played
on adifficult pitch was good. | am sure heislooking
forward to working with us—Internet
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| vanovic gets winning boost from new coach,
and revengein Dubai

Dusal, 17 Feb—
Former world number
one Ana lvanovic pro-
vided hintson and off the
court at the Dubai Open
here Monday as to why
her new coach might just
provide the boost she
needs to get back to the
top of theworld rankings.

The Serbian superstar
teamed up with American
Craig Kardon only last
week - and her first match
with hishelp produced an
important revenge.

She won 7-5, 6-4

*

against Alisa Kleybanova,
the aggressive Russian
who caused a massive
shock last month when she
beat Ivanovic in the third
round of the Australian
Openin Melbourne.

That was Ivanovic's
last match on the WTA
Tour, but she took the op-
portunity to repair some of
the damage at the first at-
tempt, proving resilient
when it mattered most.

“l was looking for re-
venge but | felt nervous at
the start,” lvanovic admit-

1/14/32, 4:37 PM

ted. “But | have been very
aggressveand serving very
well. That's something |
have been working onwith
Craig and | felt confident
going on court.”—Inter net

Amelie Mauresmo of
Francereactsduring
the final match
against Elena
Dementieva of Russia
in the Paris Open
tennis tournament
on 15 Feb, 20009.
INTERNET




Several
chimps eat
scallion at

Tama Zooin
Tokyo, Japan,
on 16 Feb,
2009. The
chimpswere
trained to eat
scallion four
yearsago in
order to keep
fit and avoid
catching cold.
INTERNET

WFP launches operation to

avert high food pricesin Africa

Nairosl, 17 Feb—TheUN World Food Programme
(WFP) haslaunched itsfirst food voucher operationin
Africa, deploying a new tool to address hunger in an
urban environment wherefoodisavailable, but beyond
the reach of many because of high prices.

In a statement received here Monday, the UN
agency said the new voucher programme is targeting
120,000 people who are suffering from the impact of
high food prices in urban areas of Ouagadougou in
BurkinaFaso, wherethe pricesof basic staplessuch as
millet and sorghum are more than 25 per cent higher
than they were last year.

“Sometimes it makes more sense to give people
vouchers than bags of food,” said Annalisa Conte,
WFP Country Director in Burkina Faso. “Thisis an
innovative solution to hunger needs among people
wholiveinacity whereshopsand market stallsmay be
full of produce, but pricesare till too high for the poor
and the vulnerable.”

Under the new programme, family members will
be given a voucher which they can use in shops that
have signed a contract with WFP. In exchange for the
voucher, peoplewill receive maize, cooking oil, sugar,
sat and soap. Each family will receive up to six
vouchers per month for six months.

Theretailerisabletoredeemfoodvouchersthrough
anarrangement WFP hasmadewith MICROFI, alocal
micro finance company.—MNA/Xinhua

*

[T [T |

THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Wednesday, 18 February, 2009 15

MRTV-3
Programme Schedule

(18.2.2009) (Wednesday)

Times
- (09:00am ~10:00am) M ST
- (15:30pm ~23:30pm) M ST
- (23:30pm ~07:30am) M ST

Transmissions

L ocal
Europe
North America

Local Transmission

(3 Signature Tune

(3 Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights

(3 Hundred FruitsfromaCommon Stem, our Union
(Yangon Division)

One Day Trip to Sanka Village

Sea Turtles Conservation

Myanmar Mat

Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights

(I R R R |

Europe/ North America Transmission

(3 Signature Tune

(3 Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights

(3 Hundred FruitsfromaCommon Stem, our Union
(Mandalay Division)

Arrogant Mosaic

The Fascinating Oceanography of Myanmar
Sights to see in Pyin-Oo-Lwin

Unforgettable Trip to Ahka Village
Copiesthat will never lose (Sand Painting)
National Herbal Park (Part-I1)

Myanmar Modern Song

Hundred FruitsfromaCommon Stem, our Union
(Yangon Division)

Beautiful Embossed Bark Painting

One Day Trip to Sanka Village

Sea Turtles Conservation

Myanmar Mat

Golden Plum Job of Central Myanmar

Song of Myanma Beauty and Scenic Sights

O aaaoaoaoad
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Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas
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7:55 am

Myanmar

Wednesday, 18 February
View on today

7:00 am
l. eé:@%:aoqocm&y?sp:@:sﬁ
O%USOOSP:G(DB

7:25 am

2. To be hedlthy exercise
7:30 am

3. Morning news

7:40 am

| 4 BiSEl3lodeogemgeeon

5. 23y

8:15 am

6. Musical programme
8:30 am

7. International news
8:45 am

8. coubunf@sBigoi@senienad
oécqeapcczooé

8:55 am

9. Song of national races

4:00 pm

1. Martial song

4:10 pm

2. Classica song

4:20 pm

3. Bé:mg cqpe(ses:

4:40 pm

4, Jooe§§§|mr£a‘§ogoémce:§
mmqﬁa&%éqoméa.§:m
(000805:)00300615)

5:15 pm

5. Songs to Uphold
National Spirit

5:25 pm

6. %5{:8:80:3»(\):000:6(7{]:(\)05
ROSR§4P:

5:40 pm

7. Musical programme

5:50 pm

8. ﬂg(ﬁo’amé:@oas@sa&zaoé

6:00 pm

9. Evening news

6:30 pm

10. Weather report

6:35 pm

11. [8§epeacp§iqpooades,
6:50 pm

12. 0o§ag0Sag05a8(03e0S
6:55 pm

13. woSgodeypgladecondqs
7:20 pm

14. qpocoTagéooqdeaonéagdcé
8:00 pm

15. News

16. Internationa news
17. Weather report

18. [B§er88c3encsaos:

I w MODERATE O calm @ﬂlﬂ_‘\ mph : @,m._‘“(
/\/\W\ ROUGH QO eearsty (Wusscovered ([ coverea (@ overens
AT ATATAY -

IR, VERY ROUGH K Thunder with rain l,'l’,‘}‘:;' Rain / Drizele
-
Pressure in hPa s ) .
R:linf:lll in mm \ l [A‘Mpr!ssur! area Dﬂpl(‘!ﬂun l'_}':[n.:l,: Storm
-

Tuesday, 17 February, 2009

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hr
M ST During the past 24 hours, wesather has been partly
cloudy in Kachin, Kayin and Mon States, Taninthayi
Division and generaly fair in the remaining States and
Divisions. Night temperatures were (6°C) below Febru-
ary average temperatures in Chin State, (3°C) to (4°C)
below February average temperatures in Bago and
Taninthayi Divisions, (5’ C) aboveFebruary averagetem-
peraturesin upper Sagaing Division and about February
averagetemperaturesintheremaining areas. Thesignifi-
cant night temperatures were Haka (0°C), Loilem (3°C)
and Namhsam (4°C).

Maximum temperature on 16-2-2009 was 95°F.
Minimumtemperature on17-2-2009 was67°F. Relative
humidity at (09:30) hours M ST on 17-2-2009 was 76%.
Total sunshinehours on 16-2-2009was(8.0) hrs approx.

Rainfal on 17-2-2009 was (Nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Aye and Central Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-
2009 was (Nil) at Mingaadon, Kaba-Aye and Centra
Y angon. Maximum wind speed a Y angon (Kaba-Aye)
was(4) mphfromNortheast at (21:30) hours M ST on 16-
2-20009.

Bayinference: Wesatherispartly cloudy intheSouth-
east Bay and generaly fair inthe Andaman Seaand €l se-
wherein the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until eveningof 18" Febr uary 2009:
Weather will bepartly cloudy in Kachin, Kayinand Mon
States, Taninthayi Division and generdly fair in the re-
maining States and Divisions.

State of the sea: Seaswill be Slight to moderatein
Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood of
dight increase of night temperatures in the Southern
Myanmar aress.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouringarea
for 18-2-2009: Generaly fair westher.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 18-2-2009: Generally fair weather.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 18-2-2009: Generdly fair weather.
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*  Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring State Con-
stitution

*  Building of anew moder n developed nation
in accord with the new State Constitution

~Four economic objectives

opment of other sectorsof the economy aswell

Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic system
Development of theeconomy inviting participationinterms
of technical know-how and investmentsfrom sour cesinside

the country and abroad

Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekeptin * Uplift of health, fitness and education

the hands of the State and the national peoples

..bé;/e.lopment of agricultureasthebaseand all-round devel * Uplift of the morale and morality of the

FOUI’ Clal Ob] eCU VeS ..... 8

entire nation
*  Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character
* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

standards of the entire nation

N
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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye welcomes Commander-in-
Chief of Royal Thai Army General Anupong Paojinda

/

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye welcomes Thai goodwill delegation led by Commander-in-
Chief of the Royal Thai Army General Anupong Paojinda at Nay Pyi Taw Airport.—mna

Nay Pvi Taw, 17 Feb—At the invitation of
Vice-Chairman of the State Peace and Devel opment
Council Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior
General Maung Aye, a goodwill delegation led by
Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Thai Army Gen-
eral Anupong Paojinda arrived here by special air-
craft this morning.

Vice-Chairman of the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council Deputy Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-
Senior General Maung Aye, member of the State
Peaceand Devel opment Council General ThuraShwe
Mann of the Ministry of Defence, Commander-in-
Chief (Navy) Rear-Admiral Nyan Tun, Commander-
in-Chief (Air) Lt-Gen Myat Hein, Lt-Gen Y e Myint
of the Ministry of Defence, Commander of Nay Pyi
Taw Command Maj-Gen Wai Lwin, senior military
officersof theMinistry of Defence, Thai Ambassador
to Myanmar Mr Bansarn Bunnag, Myanmar Military
Attaché to Thailand Col Win Maung and Thai De-
fence Attaché and Army Attaché Colonel Ekachai
Harnpoonvittaya welcomed the delegation led by
Commander-in-Chief of the RTA General Anupong
Paojinda at the airport.

The special aircraft carrying the Thai goodwill
delegation led by General Anupong Paojindatouched

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and Commander-in-Chief of the RTA General Anupong Paojinda taking the salute of the Guard of

Honour.—mNA

Yangon Golf Club to
hold centenary

~ INSIDE |

Y ANGoN, 17 Feb— Yangon Golf Club will hold profes-
sional and amateur level golf tournament to mark its centenary at
Yangon Golf Club (Danyingon) from 19 to 20 February and

handsome prizes will be awarded.

The prize presentation ceremony will be held at Y angon
Golf Club on 22 February. Golfersand members of Y GC will be
served with dinner and entertained with Iron Cross music band.
Air Bagan Ltd will be the main sponsor for the golf

tournament.—MNA
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down at the airport at 10 am. Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye and party welcomed the delegation.

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and Com-
mander-in-Chief of the RTA General Anupong
Paojindatook the salute of the Guard of Honour from
the dais at the airport.

They theninspected the Guard of Honour. Vice-
Senior General Maung Aye cordially greeted mem-
bersof thegoodwill delegation. Commander-in-Chief
of the RTA General Anupong Paojindaalso cordially
greeted members of Myanmar welcoming party.

The goodwill delegation left for Nay Pyi Taw
Hotel Zone—MNA



