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Senior General Than Shwe attends
graduation dinner of 11" Intake of DSTA

Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than Shwe attends graduation dinner to honour graduate officers of
the 11™ I ntake of Defence Services Technol ogical Academy.—mNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 20 Dec — The graduation dinner
to honour the graduate officers of the 11™ Intake of
Defence Services Technological Academy washeld at
the parade ground of DSTA in PyinOoLwin at 5.30
p.m. yesterday, attended by Chairman of the State
Peaceand Devel opment Council Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services Senior General Than Shwe.

It was also attended by Member of the State
Peace and Devel opment Council General ThuraShwe
Mann of the Ministry of Defence, Secretary-1 of
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SPDC Quartermaster-General Lt-Gen Thiha Thura
Tin Aung Myint Oo, SPDC member Lt-Gen Tin Aye
of the Ministry of Defence, Commander-in-Chief
(Navy) Rear-Admira Nyan Tun, Commander-in-Chief
(Air) Lt-GenMyat Hein, Maj-Gen Ohn Myint, Lt-Gen
Khin Zaw, Adjutant-General Lt-Gen Thura Myint
Aung, Defence Services Inspector-General Mgj-Gen
TheinHtaik, Military Appointment-General Mgj-Gen
Hsan Hsint and Judge Advocate-General Maj-Gen
Soe Maung of the Ministry of Defence, Lt-Gen Myint

7/29/18, 8:03 PM

Hlaing of the Ministry of Defence, Chief of Armed
Forces Training M gj-Gen HlaHtay Win, thecommand-
ers, the ministers, senior military officers, the deputy
ministers, the Mandalay mayor, officials of SPDC Of-
fice, thecommander of PyinOoL win Station and senior
military officers of PyinOoLwin Station, the comman-
dant of the DSTA, the chief instructor officer and
commanding officers of cadet battalions, professors/
heads of departments, faculty members, graduate offic-
ers and their parents and relatives—MNA
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Build modern Tatmadaw
through advanced science
and technology

The Graduation Parade of the 11" I ntake of
theDefenceSer vicesT echnological Academytook
place at the parade ground of the DSTA in
PyinOoL win the other day, with an address by
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Ser vicesSenior
General Than Shwe.

In his speech, the Senior General said, “I
would like to urge you that in accordance with
the motto of DSTA’s Alma Mater “ Technology
for Military Might”, it isincumbent upon all of
you to try to establish your selves as technocr ats
and utilizeeffectively your know-how and ability
in building amodern Tatmadaw” .

Today, the world has seen dramatic
advancements in science and technology, so
transformingtheTatmadawintoamodernoneis
in progress now. The Defence Services
Technological Academy isoneof theeducational
institutionsproducing human r esour cescapable
of building a power ful Tatmadaw.

In addition, military science and technology
are improving at high levels day by day in the
world. Accordingly, junior military engineering
officers have to do constant study to be able to
keep in touch with military science along with
sophisticated military science, weapons, vehicles
and machinery.

Itisaobligatoryfor junior military engineering
officersto bein perpetual service of their corps
with good volition, while enhancing their three
capabilities—military capabilities, persuasive
capabilities and administrative capabilities —
and making contribution towards tasks for
development of national brethren.

Itisbelieved that junior military engineering
officers, who aregoingto assume char ge of their
national defence duties, will do their bit in the
drivefor buildingamodern Tatmadaw by trying
their best in confor mity with thefinetraditionsof
the Tatmadaw so as to become reliable and
responsibletechnocr atswith good mor al conduct
and disciplines.

S
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Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

)

Ministry of Mines holds coord meeting

Minister Brig-Gen Ohn Myint speaks at the second work coordination meeting of Ministry of
Mines. — MNA

NAY Pyi Taw, 19 Dec—Ministry of Minesheld
its second work coordination meeting at the ministry,
here, this morning, with an address by Minister for
Mines Brig-Gen Ohn Myint.

Managing Directorsand Directors-General and
departmental officials reported on progress of

respectivetasksand measuresto betakenfor exceeding
the target.

Theminister instructed themto uplift efficiency
of the personnel and focuson agricultureand livestock
breeding for staff welfare.

MNA

Special Civil Appeal
Cases heard

Nav Py1 Taw, 19Dec—TheSpecial Appellate
Bench comprising Deputy Chief Justice of Supreme
Court (Nay Pyi Taw) U Tun Tun Oo, Supreme Court
Judges of Supreme Court (Yangon) U Khin Myint,
and U Myint Thein sitting at court room No. 1 of the
Supreme Court (Nay Pyi Taw) delivered judgments
of 4 special civil appeal casesand thenheard 6 special
civil appeal casesunder Section 7 of the Judicial Law
2000.

MNA

Dr Daw Sandar Aung visits English learning classin No. 2 BEHSin Sangyoung

Township. — EDUCATION
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GM S discuss information,

communications

Nay Pyi Taw, 19 Dec— The GM S Information
Superhighway Implementation Group Meeting No.8
was held from 16 to 17 December and the GMS
Information superhighway Steering Group Mesting
No. 4, at Shwe Nandaw Hotel, here on 18 and 19
December.

The meetings were attended by the senior
officialsfrom six Mekong Region nations: Myanmar,
Cambodia, the PRC, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam.

The Managing Director of Myanma Posts and
Telecommunications under the Ministry of
Communications, Posts and Telegraphs made an
opening address.

Themeetingsfocused on progressof | nformation
Superhighway Implementation, development of the
benefits of the people in the regions and timely-
completion of the plans.—MNA

S & C working group leader
visits Sangyoung BEHS-2

Y anGon, 20 Dec—L eader of Social and Culture
working group of Myanmar Women's Affairs
Federation Dr Daw Sandar Aung arrived at Basic
EducationHigh School No. 2in Sangyoung Township,
here, thismorning. Sheviewed the studying of trainees
at Communicative English Language Course for
Women opened by Educationworking group. Shealso
met with trainees and teachers at the training.

The eight-week course is being attended by 90
women trainees—MNA



Vegetablesarestrewn on thegroundfollowingacar bomb attack outsideatraffic
policepost in the Munstansariyah districtin Baghdad. At least nine peoplewere
killed and dozenswounded when a car bomb exploded in the centre of Baghdad
on Wednesday as British Prime Minister Gordon Brown was visiting,
the US military said.—INTERNET
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Family of French journalist missing
In Iraq begin lawsuit

Paris, 20 Dec—The
family of a French
cameraman who went
missinginlragat thestart
of the US-led invasion
have begun a lawsuit
against personsunknown
for hiskidnapand murder,
their lawyer said Friday.

Fred Nerac was
working for a UK
televisionstationwhenhe
disappeared after an
incident in which a UK
reporter and a Lebanese
interpreter were killed
near the city of Basrain
March 2003.

Heis believed to have
been killed after the
journalists’ car cameunder
fire from Iragi forces and
then US troops two days
after the invasion began.
Butthe43-year-old’ shody
has never been found.

Nerac’s wife and two
childrenwereduetolodge
their suit in a Paris court
Friday totry tofinally find
out what happenedto him,
lawyer Olivier Moricetold
reporters.

Frenchforeignministry
officials have said that
Nerac was killed in the

incident, but some
witnesses said he was
abducted from the scene.

Morice noted that his
press card and his bullet-
proof vest were found in
Baath party offices in a
nearby town.

A UK court ruled this
year that although it was
clear that US forces had
fired the shot that killed
theUK televisionreporter
Terry Lloyd, with whom
Nerac wasworking, there
wasinsufficient evidence
to prosecute.

Internet

USto send 3,000
moretroopsto
Afghanistan

WAasHINGTON, 20 Dec—
US Defence Secretary
Robert Gates has signed a
deployment order to move
an additional 3,000 troops
to Afghanistan next year,
US military officids said
on Friday. Thetroopswill
bepart of acombat aviation
brigade, thel atest approved
by Gates for the expected
build-up of US troops in
Afghanistan throughout
next year.

Earlier this year, the
US commander in
Afghanistan, Gen David
McKiernan, requested at
least 20,000 additional
troopsbesent theretofight
the increasing violence by
the resurgent Taleban
forces in the southern and
easternpartsof thecountry.

The officids could not
say what units are being
tapped to go because those
units are now being told of
their deployment and the
announcement has not yet
been made public.

Internet

A woman lays
on a hospital
bed assheis

treated at
hospital in

Baghdad, Iraq,

on 17 Degc,
2008. A double-
bombingin
eastern

Baghdad killed
18 people and
wounded 52
others, police

said.
| NTERNET

US military deathsin
Afghanistan region at 558

WasHinGToN, 20 Dec—Asof on19 Dec, 2008, at
least 558 members of the US miilitary had died in
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Uzbekistan as aresult of
theUSinvasionof Afghanistaninlate2001, according
to the Defence Department. The department |ast
updated its figures Friday at 10 am EST. Of those,
themilitary reports405werekilled by hostileaction.

Outside the Afghan region, the Defence
Department reports 66 more members of the US
military died in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom. Of those, three were the result of hostile
action. The military lists these other locations as
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base, Cuba; Djibouti;
Eritrea; Ethiopia; Jordan; Kenya; Kyrgyzstan;
Philippines; Seychelles; Sudan; Tgjikistan; Turkey;
and Y emen. Therewereal so four CIA officer deaths
and one military civilian death.—Internet

\.

' A man wounded in a |
bomb attack isrushed
into the hospital in
Baqguba, 60 km (42
miles) northeast of
Baghdad on 18 Dec,
2008. A roadside
bomb attack targeted
an Iraqgi army patrol
wounded six people
in Baguba on
Thursday, police
said. — INTERNET

Four NATO soldierskilled in
SAfghanistan

KasuL, 20 Dec—Four soldierswiththe NATO-led
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) were
killed Friday by separate explosive device blasts in
southern Afghanistan, said an | SAF statement rel eased
here on Saturday.

However, it did not specify the information of
nationalities of victimsin the light of ISAF policy.

Meanwhile, theDanishmilitary saidthat threeDanish
soldiers have been killed and one injured when their
vehiclewashit by aroadside bomb in southern Afghan
province of Helmand.

Around 700 Danish troops have been deployed in
Afghanistan, most of whomarestationedintheHelmand
Provinceunder British command whiletherecent three
deaths brought its death toll to 21since Copenhagen
deployed soldiersthereaspart of NATO' sInternational
Security Assistance Forcein 2001.

Moreover, one Dutch soldier was confirmed being
killed when he stepped on an explosive device during
a fire-fight with the Taleban in the southern Afghan
province of Uruzgan, said Dutch officials.

Over 1,700 Dutch soldiers have been sent to
Afghanistan keeping peace and helping with
reconstruction there.

Spiraling conflicts and Taleban-linked insurgency
have claimed thelives of morethan 5,000 people, with
over 286 foreign troops, so far this year, despite over
70,000-strong international troops stationed in strife-
torn Afghanistan. — Internet

lragi judge says shoe-throwing
reporter was beaten

BaGHDAD,
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20 Dec—A
announced a probe Friday into the
beating and bruising of an Iraqi
journalist’ sfacemomentsafter hehurled
his shoes at President George W Bush,
and said investigators destroyed the
shoesintheir searchfor explosives. The
statement to The Associated Press by
Dhiaal-Kinani, theinvestigating judge,
wasthefirst official word that M untadhar
al-Zeidi was hurt after his outburst at a

news conference by Bush and Prime
Minister Nouri al-Maliki. According to
the judge, al-Zeidi suffered a bruised
face and eyes.

Al-Zeidi has been in custody since
the Sunday attack and hasn’t been seen
since by relatives or alawyer.

One of his brothers, Uday, alleged
Friday that theisolationindicateshewas
abused

judge

Internet

7/29/18, 8:03 PM
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US misdiagnoses real danger
In Afghanistan

WASsHINGTON, 20 Dec—
It's easy to get depressed
reading thenewsout of Af-
ghanistan. The insurgents
are getting stronger, the
United States is sending
another 20,000 troops
there— and yet even De-
fence Secretary Bob Gates
admits that American sol-
diers aren't a long-term
solution. So what to do?

In sorting out these
policy dilemmas, it helps
to talk to Afghans such as

Saad and Jahid Mohseni,
who are struggling with
these problems every day.
The two entrepreneurial
brothersarerunningame-
dia business in the war
zone of Kabul and, far
from giving up, they keep
thinking of innovative new
waysto adapt and survive.

| first met the Mohseni
brothersin April at the of-
fices of their Moby Media
Group in Kabul. We met
again in Washington last

week, and their comments
convinced me that many
US policymakers are
misdiagnosing the real
danger in Afghanistan.
What will destroy that
country’s experiment in
democracy isn’'t the
Taleban or other insurgent
groups, but the lawless-
ness and corruption that
have been alowed to fes-
ter under the government
of President Hamid
Karzai.—Internet

Sri Lanka navy destroysrebe armsship

A pile of shoes, seen, dumped in a box outside the US Embassy by demonstrators
in London, on 19 Dec, 2008. Stop the War coalition arecalling for the guaranteed
safety and release of Iraqi journalist, Muntadhar al-Zeidi, who threw his shoes
at US President George Bush during a press conference in Baghdad.—I NTERNET

CoLomBo, 20 Dec—Sri Lanka'snavy
on Saturday destroyed aTamil Tiger ves-
sel carrying arms and other supplies off
the island’s northeastern coast, the de-
fence ministry said.

Navy patrol craft “completely de-
stroyed” thevessel of the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) off the
coast of Mullaittivu in a pre-dawn as-
sault, the ministry said in a statement.

It said four morerebel craftinthearea
supporting the arms ship were also at-
tacked by navy patrol craft.

“Theenemy logisticsvessel wascom-
pletely destroyed,” the statement said.
“Itisbelieved that the enemy vessel was

carrying alarge quantity of warlike ma-
terialstothe LTTE sinceit sank engulfed
in a ball of fire under the heavy naval
fire”

There was no immediate comment
from the Tigers.

The Sri Lankan navy had earlier said
it had sunk virtually the entire fleet of
arms-carrying shipsof the Tiger guerril-
las, who were known to operate alucra-
tive shipping business through front or-
ganisations.

The latest naval clash came as gov-
ernment ground troops tried to capture
the LTTE political capital of Kilinochchi
in the north of the island.—Internet

UN says Darfur conflict shows
no sign of ending

UnNiTED NATIONS, 20
Dec—As the conflict in
Darfur enters its sixth
year, there is still wide-
spread violence in the re-
gion, no sign of a politi-
cal settlement and mil-
lionsof civilianslivingin
campsonlifesaving inter-
national aid, the UN’s
peacekeeping chief said
Friday.

Alain Le Roy told the
UN Security Council that
the joint African Union-
United Nations force that
took over peacekeepingin
Darfur amost a year ago
“has been much too slow
inproviding rea improve-
ments for the ordinary
citizenson the ground and
inadequate in resolving
the Darfur crisis.”

He said the UN must
accelerate deployment of
the 26,000-strong force,
but stressed that “the fun-
damental responsibility
for making real progress’
lies with the government
of Sudan and rebel groups
which must stop fighting
and start talking under UN
mediator Djibrill Bassole.

Internet

Yemen kidnappersrelease
Germansafter ransom paid

SaN'A (Yemen), 20
Dec—Kidnappers re-
|eased on Friday three Ger-
mans abducted in Yemen
after the Yemeni govern-
ment paid a$100,000 ran-
som and agreed to another
demand to release tribes-
men from prison, officias
and a mediator said.

The Germans — an ad
worker and her visiting
mother and father — ar-
rived in the capital San'a
after their release and met
with Yemen's ministers of
tourismand interior aswell
as Germany’s deputy am-
bassador to Yemen, Yemeni
security officials said.

They were kidnapped
Monday by tribesmenina
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province about 65 miles
south of San’a.

The three received
medical check ups, which
showed they werein good
condition, and spoke with
their relativesin Germany,
said the officials, who
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because they were
not authorizedtotalk tothe
media. Thekidnappersre-
leased the hostages after
the Yemeni government
paid a ransom of about
$100,000, said one of me-
diatorswhoisaso atribal
official. The mediator
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because of the sen-
sitivity of theissue.

Internet

~
Sri Lanka’s navy on
Saturday destroyed a
Tamil Tiger vessal car-
rying arms and other
suppliesoff theisand's
northeastern coast, the
defence ministry said.
INTERNET )

Power ful winter stor m cuts power,
disruptstravel

New Y ork, 20 Dec—A winter storm packing snow, freezing rain and biting wind
cut power to tensof thousands of customers Friday, disrupted travel and gave school -
children from lowato New England an early start ontheir holiday break. “ Onething
about it, you're going to have awhite Christmas this year,” said Lee Longdyke, as
he shoveled a sidewak in Pontiac, Mich, for the third time Friday morning. More
than 200 flights were canceled at Chicago’'s O’ Hare International Airport, and more
than 650 at three New York City-areaairports. Many remaining flightshad hoursong
delays.

Runways at Milwaukee's airport were closed for much of the morning because
snowplows could not keep up with “whiteout conditions,” airport spokeswoman Pat
Rowe said. Snowfall affected alarge region, but the worst of the ice storm — and
resulting power outages— wasin aband across northern Illinois, Indianaand Ohio.
Power companiesreported 60,000 customersin Illinoiswithout service Friday, more
than 35,000 in Ohio, and a whopping 180,000 in Indiana, where the area around
Fort Wayne was particularly hard-hit.— nternet

Suzanne MacPherson, of
Glasgow, Scotland, sitson
the floor watching snow
removal equipment at
work, asshewaitsfor her
delayedflight, at Chicago
O’'Hare International
Airport, on 19 Dec, 2008.
Ablast of snowandfreez-
ing rain knocked out
power, threatened wheat
crops and could ruin the
last shopping weekend
before Christmas as a
storm moved fromtheUS
upper Midwest to the
country’s Northeast on
Friday.—INTERNET

7/29/18, 8:03 PM



Nepal to face energy crisis

KaTthumanbu, 20 Dec
— Nepali PrimeMinister
Prachanda has said that
his government will
declare energy crisis
withinafew months, The
National News Agency
RSS reported on
Saturday.

Hesaidthedeclaration
is to be made in view of
the possibility of 18-hour
load shedding daily inthe
months of February to
April asthe energy crisis
hasbeenincreasinginthe

Speaking at the
General Assembly of the
Confederation of

Nepalese Industries here
on Friday, Prachandasaid
the government was also
issuing white paper onthe
present state of the
country.

Prachandasaidthat the
government has backed
building  diesel-run
thermal plants as the
short-term option to tide
over the woes of load
shedding.

experts have objected to
the government decision
on generating 200-250
megawatts of electricity
from thermal plants to
address the energy crisis
in the country.

They said the cost of
the electricity from
thermal plants will be
more expensive and have
to wait for another 5-6
months, therefore other
alternatives should be
sought to decrease load
shedding.
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Vehicleswhich will take part in the Dakar 2009 Argentina-Chile Rally are
seen parked at the Zarate docks, 102 km (63 miles) north of Buenos Aires, on
19 Dec, 2008. The South American edition of the Dakar 2009 starting 3

country. However, energy

Xinhua

January includes a total of 14 stages across Argentina and Chile. — XiNHUA

At least six killed,
1linjuredin

All items from Xinhua NewsAgency

Colombiaroad

accident

Bocota, 20 Dec — At
least six people were killed
and 11 othersinjured when
the bus they wereriding in
crashed into a cargo truck
and fell off acliff Friday in
central Colombia, authori-
tiessad.

The accident occurred
on the road linking the
capital Bogota to the city
of Villavicencio in
Cundinamarca state, ac-
cording to a dtate police
official. The injured have
beenadmittedtohospital in
Bogotaand Villavicencio.

Thecauseof theaccident
isunder investigation.

Xinhua

Russian destroyer Admiral Chabanenko sailsinto Havana’'s bay
on 19 December, 2008.—XINHUA

Petrobras domestic ol
output down 1.5% in
November

Rio be JanNEIRO, 20 Dec — Brazil’ sstate oil and gas
company Petrobras said Friday its domestic oil
production averaged about 1.84 million barrelsper day
in November, down 1.5 percent from October and up
4.6 percent from November 2007.

Its domestic natural gas output in November was
51.24 million cubic metres per day on average, down
4.8 percent from October and up 16.7 percent from
November 2007.

The company’ stotal average domestic production
reached nearly 2.17 million barrels of oil equivalent
(boe) per day, down 1.9 percent from October and up
6.4 percent from the same period last year.

Petrobrassai dthedecreasein November production
was due to scheduled shutdowns of platforms in the
Northeastern Poleof the CamposBasin, of f the coast of
Rio de Janeiro state, in southeastern Brazil.

The platforms, Petrobras said, are already running
normally again.—Xinhua

Russiatorestoreties
with NATO on equal basis

Moscow, 20 Dec — Russia is ready to resume its
relationswithNATO onan equal basis, newsagencies
reported Friday, citing Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov.

“We are ready for it (the restoration of relations).
Butit shouldtakeplaceonanequal basis,” Lavrov told
the Federation Council, the upper house of Russia's
parliament.

Later in the day, the Russian top diplomat said the
restoration of RussiaNATO relations should begin
with a discussion of the causes of the five-day war
between Russia and Georgia.

“Wewill insistthat theresumption of tiesstartswith
the discussion of the causes of the Caucasus crisis,
whichour NATO partnersdodged in August,” Lavrov
toldreportersafter talkswithhisBulgarian counterpart.
On Friday, NATO chief Jaap de Hoop Scheffer met
Russian envoy Dmitry Rogozin in Brussels, resuming
high-level political contacts between the alliance and
Moscow, whichwerefrozenfor four monthsfollowing
the Georgiacrisis.

NATO foreign ministers decided to suspend high-
level contactswith Russiain August, accusing Russia
of “disproportionate use of force” in Georgia. In
response, Russia halted cooperation with NATO's
Moscow office and called off the NATO chief’ s visit
to Moscow.—Xinhua
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High school students of a Japanese youth delegation
arrive at the Beljing Capital International Airport in
Beijing, capital of China, on 18 Dec, 2008. The 1,000
member-delegation arrivedhereon Thursday, rounding
off this* China-Japan Friendly Exchange Year of the
Youth.” Breaking into seven small groups, they will
respectively visit such cities as Ningbo, Hangzhou,
Jinan and Qingdao in the eadt, Xi’ an and Baoji in the
west, Shenzhenand Guangzhou inthesouthandDalian
and Shenyang in the northeast. — XiNHUA

7/29/18, 8:03 PM

Shooting between police, drug
gang killsfour in Brazil

RiobE JANEIRO, 20 Dec
— Shooting between
police and a suspected
drug gang in Brazil’sRio
left four people dead and
six others injured early
Friday, said the police.

According to the

police, theshooting began
whenateam of policemen
from the Special
Resources Department
found several suspected
drug gang members and
thenstarted to chasethem.

The suspects ran into
the Parque Uniao slum,
wherethey ordered al the
lightsto be turned off and
put barricades in the
policemen’s way.

Later the police found
four bodies in a square
in the slum. Two
policemen were among
the injured.

Theinjuredweretaken
tolocal hospital, and their
Situation were stable.

The police seized a
grenade, a rifle and two
shotguns. Thepolicehave
occupied the slum since
the morning but arrested

no one. Xinhua
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Chinese explorerstrek to build
third Antarctic base

Theimage released on 18 Dec 2008
shows the to-be-built Kunlun Sta-
tion. —INTERNET

ANTARCTICA, 20 Dec— The Chinese
25th Antarctic expedition team left
Zhongshan Station Thursday for the
highest icecap on the South Pole to set
up the country’s first inland Antarctic
research station.

The to-be-built Kunlun Station,
also the country’s third station in Ant-
arctica after Changcheng Station and
Zhongshan Station, would belocatedin
the Dome Argus (Dome A) zone, the
pole’s highest icecap at 4,093 metres
above sealevel.

The 1,300-kilometre journey was
scheduled to take 20 days, witha team
of 28 members, 11 vehicles, 43 dedsand
625 tonnes of supplies.

“As the region’s highest peak,
DomeA isatrue natural laboratory for
scientific study and has a high value of
scientificre search,” said Yang Huigen,
chief scientist with the expedition team.

“Dome A is a unique station for
meteorological and climate observation,

and the oldest ice coreismost likely to
be found here,” Yang said.

DomeA wasaso called asthe“in-
accessible polefor human beings’ with
itsthin air and a mean annual tempera-
ture of minus 60 degrees Celsius.

Li Yuansheng, theteam leader, said
all the 28 members had passed a series
of gtrict assessment on physics, psychol-
ogy and high plateau acclimatization,
and “they will overcome chilliness and
hypoxiato finish building the new sta-
tion.” —Internet

tioned in Germany.

Autopsy: Pregnant soldier had

been asphyxiated

CHaPeL HiLL, (NC), 20 Dec — An autopsy report says a pregnant soldier
found dead in a Fayetteville motel room in June likely died of asphyxiation.

The report says Megan Touma's body was in a state of moderate to advanced
decomposition when found on 21 June fully submerged in a bathtub in her motel
room. The 23-year-old Touma, a dental specialist, arrived at Fort Bragg on
12 June from a base in Germany.

Autopsy findingsalso show hemorrhage consistent with blunt forceinjury, which
could mean Touma was strangled.

Fayetteville police say 27-year-old Sgt Edgar Patino, of Hope Mills, was the
father of Touma's unborn baby. He has been charged with first-degree murder.
Investigators said Touma and the married Patino began a relationship while sta-

Internet

Audit citesimproper FBI

overtimein lrag

workdaysfor each day of their
three-month tours, Fine said,

WasHINGTON, 20 Dec—
FBI agents in Iraq received

millionsof dollarsin overtime
pay for such tasks as attend-
ing movies and cocktail par-
ties, aUS Justice Department
audit says.

TheFBI encouraged agents
to list all waking hours on
their time sheets, amove that
violated federal pay statutes,
regulations and FBI policies,
Justice Department Inspector
General Glenn Finesaid.

The 1,150 agents who vol-
unteered for war zone assign-
ment in lrag from 2003 to
2007 uniformly listed 16-hour

plusimproper additiona “ Sun-
day pay” when scheduled to
work on Sunday.
Theinspector general could
not determine exactly how
much money the overtime
hours cost the federal govern-
ment, but the report lists $6.4
million as a conservative esti-
mate, The Washington Times
said. Agents also received
about $1.4 millionfor “ Sunday
pay.” The policy as described
in the audit has been discon-
tinued, FBI Assistant Director
John Miller said.—Internet

Czech lawmakers do not
extend Afghanistan mission

PracuUE, ( Czech Republic), 20 Dec — The lower cham-
ber of Czech parliament has failed to extend a mandate for
the deployment of the country’s troops in Afghanistan, Irag
and other foreign missions for next year, meaning the sol-
dierswill leave soon.

The mandate for as many as 415 Czech servicemen serv-
ing inthe NATO-led International Security Assistance Force
in Afghanistan, and for another unit of 100 elite troops with
the US-led operation against al-Qaida and Taleban fighters,
expires by the year’s end.

“l am ashamed of the vote,” Prime Minister Mirek
Topolanek said.

Topolanek said later Friday the government used its con-
stitutional rights and delayed the troops’ return home by 60
days, starting 1 Jan.

“It isaserious situation,” Czech military chief of general
staff Lt Gen Vlastimil Picek said. “It isavery bad signal for
our partners,” he said.—Internet

Waiting for that New
Year's Eve midnight kiss?
Be careful totimeit right—
asit’scoming asecond later
thisyear.

When New Year
revellersareexpecting 2009
to start, the world's ultra-
precise atomic clock will
actually show thetimeas23
hours, 59 minutes and 60
seconds.

The extra second will
make 2008 — aready aleap
year—thelongestinthelast

16 years.
So-called “leap
seconds” are added to

compensate for the Earth’s
slowing rotation. It's
caused by the Moon’'s
gravity and other factors
influencing the speed of
rotation — from inside the
Earth and the atmosphere.

Time is counted
according to the Earth's
rotation around the sun and
to Coordinated Universal
Time — a time standard
based on International
Atomic Time. Solar mean

New Year delayed — by
a second

timeiscalculated at the Royal
Observatory in Greenwich,
London.

Since 1972, leap seconds
have been added 23 times —
to keep both time standards
less than 0.9 seconds apart.

Thelast timealeap second
was added was on 31
December , 2005.

Psychologists say that
addingasecondwill not affect
people in any way.

Differencesintheduration
of days were first recognised
in the 19th century.

But it was only with the
invention of the atomic clock
in 1949 that scientists could
measure precisely the
difference between terrestrial
and astronomical time.

Woman burns ex-beau’s
clothes, damagestop
$100K

A womansetfiretoher ex-boyfriend's
clothing at a self-storage centre and
walked away, causing more than
$100,000 in damages, police said.
Officersarrested Donna JDuell, 26, on
suspicion of arson in connection with
thefireWednesday night at Community
Storage Lockers on the north side of
Anderson.

Duell at first denied any involvement
but then admitted she took her ex-
boyfriend'sclothingto anempty storage
unit, set it ablaze and waked away,
Anderson PoliceDetectiveRandy Tracy
said.

Duell toldhimthetwowereinvolved
in a“bitter domestic dispute.”

“The fire fully engulfed one entire
building and damage estimates are over
$100,000, not including the contents of
the buildings,” Tracy said.

Security codes indicated Duell had
been the last person to storage centre at
8:02 pm, and sheleft nineminutes|ater.
Firefighters received the first report of
the blaze at 8:24 pm.

Duell wasrel eased fromtheMadison
County Jail after posting $20,000 bond
Thursday.

A telephonelisting for her could not
be located Friday.

Good vibrations— a new power source

around for more than a
decade.

In 1993 Trevor Baylis
invented the wind up radio,
whichgeneratedpower from
contact with humans.

But increasingly
sophigticated and effective
ways of converting
mechanical energy into
electricity are being
developed and have been
labeled as “power harves
ting”. Scientistsare creating
tiny generators that can
transmit the energy from
everyday movements into
electricity which can then
provide power for remote
ingtallations.

Kinetic energy from
everyday movements like
walking and dancing are being
turned into electricity in a
phenomenon known as* power
harvesting”. Using energy
provided by humansandturning
it into new sources of power
may sound like arevolutionary

idea but it has actually been

Tourists gather
at the Place du
Trocadero,
overlooking the
Eiffel Tower in
Paris, France.

NeEws ALBUM
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Thetwin crises of finance and food

C By He Changchui

(Dr He Changchui is Assistant Director-General and the FAO Regional Representative for Asia and the Pacific, based in Bangkok.)

Asworld leaders struggleto halt the crisis
spreading across the global financial markets,
analysts and economists are attempting to gauge
the magnitude of this meltdown. Will it rival or
surpass the Great Depression of the 1930s, the
Black October of 1987 or the Asian Economic
Collapseof 1997?Infact, it hasthepotential tobe
far worse, and the reasons are high food prices
and food shortages, and the steady erosion of
agriculture and rural economies.

Food availability and affordability are the
bedrocks of any society. During the Great
Depression, Black October and the Asian
Economic Crisis, food prices were at historic
lows. No matter how direthe situation, food was
still plentiful and cheap. Today, the story is
different. Food isin shorter supply; prices have
been steadily climbing since 2001, and have
escalated dramatically since 2006. According to
thetracking of our Organization, food pricesrose
by 9 percent in 2006, 24 percent in 2007, and
surged 51 percentinthepast 12 months. Although
we saw some price drops for certain food
commodities in the past months, average prices
are still much higher than normal, and the
international markets remain volatile. During
normal times, that level of * sticker shock’ would
spell hardship for most working people and the
poor.

The role of food security in wider events
should not be underestimated. Food shortages
and runaway food price inflation have a history
of leading to social unrest and political upheaval.
The current crisis has aready sparked riots and
social turbulence in over 30 countries, and
contributed to the fall of at least one elected
government. In 2007 alone, thefood crisisthrew
an additional 75 million people into the ranks of
the malnourished. Hard-won gains by many
nationsintheir battlesagai nst hunger and poverty
may bereversed. Theability of countriesto meet
the Millennium Devel opment Goalswill be ever
more doubtful. Over 60 countries are receiving
support and assistance from the international
community to boost food production.

World leaders have been aware of the

growing threatsto food security for several years.
Recently, they began taking stepsto addressthese
looming perils. In June 2008, more than $11
billion was pledged at the Rome Food Security
Summit, attended by representatives from 181
nations including more than 40 Heads of State.
Themoney istobeusedforimmediatefoodaidfor
those who need it, and for investing in and
revitalizing the agricultural sector to boost crop
production. Considering the array of needsto be
addressed, it was not an enormous sum, but it was
agood start.

Thedanger today isthat those commitments
will not be kept. Governments have few choices
except to set aside hundreds of billions of dollars
torescueailing financial institutions. But that may
leave them with hard choices. Some may haveto
cut funding from other programmesto pay for this
bailout. One of the least politically popular areas
of government expenditureisforeignaid. Citizens
naturally ask: when times are tough at home, why
should we be giving money to poor farmers in
developing countries? It is a legitimate question.
Let us be clear about the answer:

Thisisnot just aproblem of poor farmersin
developing countries. Thisiseverybody’ sproblem.
Inthemodernworldfew nationsareself sufficient
whenitcomestofood security. Eventhewealthiest
countries import massive amounts of food.
Countriesthat ship rice overseas may still need to
source wheat from outside their borders. In this
respect, the world truly is interconnected and
interdependent. For that reason, thisisaproblem
that can only beaddressed at aglobal level, and so
the pledges made in Rome must befulfilled —and
fulfilled on time.

For food pricestocomedown, food supplies
will have to increase. And for food supplies to
meet the growing demands of the world’s
population, aninfusionof investmentinagriculture
is essential. Climate change may already be a
factor behind increasing droughtsand floodingin
fertile, food-producing regions. Subsidies and
tradebarriersdistort marketsand reduceefficiency
in production and distribution.

A critical factor in the shortfalls in food

suppliesisthat in much of the developing world
farmers are not anywhere near as productive as
they could be. They have the potential to grow a
greater variety of cropsand increase the number
of harvests each year. Unfortunately, many lack
thetechnical knowledge, toolsandinfrastructure
to achieve this. With investment and support
they can remedy these problems and begin
producing enough food for usall at priceswecan
stomach.

A thriving agricultural sector provides
another benefit for many societies; it servesasa
socia safety net. As factories closed and jobs
disappeared in the wake of Asia's meltdown
during the late 1990s, substantial numbers of
rural people who had migrated to citiesto work
returned to their farms and villages. Resources
were still plentiful and food was there to be
shared. But with governments focussing
investment onindustry, thelivesof thoseengaged
in agriculture have become ever more hard.

Governments of developing countries,
therefore, must also do their part. The bulk of
investment to improve infrastructure and boost
productivity must come from the developing
countries themselves. Policies that support
agriculture, makingit sustainable, rewardingand
sufficiently productive to support usall must be
adopted with urgency.

That said, no country can do this aone. It
reguires partnerships, and so donors must neither
dow nor renege on the official development
assistance and other political commitments made
in Rome and elsewhere. As a result of the
convergence of financial, food and fuel crises, a
global tragedy israpidly unfolding. In our efforts
to prevent this, wemust not beplacedinaposition
of having to choose between bankersand farmers
when it comesto resources. Ascostly and painful
as the mistakes of those engaged in finance have
been and will be, we must not short-change those
engagedinagriculture. For our own sake, wemust
provide them with the tools for achievement and
the seeds for success. Their success puts food on
our tables. And the fruits of their labours are the
very staples of our lives.
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Verbatim

Y ancon, 20 Dec—
Theintroducing ceremony
for Verbatim Product was
heldat TradersHotel, here,
this morning. Chairman
and CEO of KMD Group
of Companies U Thaung
Tinextendedgreetingsand
Manager of Verbatim

Manager Mr Tan
Teow Seng gives a
presentation on
Verbatim Products.
MNA

7/29/18, 8:03 PM

productsintroduced

Marketingof Singaporefor | street and 36" street,
South AsiaMr Tan Teow | Kyauktada Township,

Seng explained facts
related to Verbatim
Product.

Now, KMD sales
and services centre is an
authorized dealer under
license and delivers to
market the verbatim
products. Details can be
enquired at KMD
Computer Sales and
Service Centre, No. 550-
552, corner of Merchant

Yangon (Tel: 204071,
3841009, 245180) and No.
331, Pyay road,
Myaynigon, Sangyoung
Township, Yangon (Tel:
502244, 503511, 503522)
and KMD sales centre
(Mandalay), No. 103/1,
77" street between 27"
street and 28" street,
ChanayethazanTownship
(Tel: 02-60239, 60360).
MNA
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[I nformation Minister meets executives of Myanmar Music Asiayon (Central)]

Y ANGON, 20 Dec—
Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan
met with executives of
Myanmar Music
Asiayon (Central) at the
meeting hall of Myanma
Radio and Television on
Pyay Road here this
morning.

Present on the
occasion were directors-
general and managing
directors of departments
and enterprises under the
Ministry of Information,
deputy directors-general,
departmental officials, the
chairman of MMA
(Central) and executives
and those from the music
field.

Chairmanof MMA

(Central) U Maung
Maung L att and Secretary
U Ko Ko Lwin reported
on theimplementation of
four objectives of the
Asiayon and eight work
programmeslaiddown by
the Ministry of
Information, futuretasks,
and Director-General of
MRTV U Khin Maung
Htay gave a
supplementary report.

After hearing the
reports, Minister Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsan fulfilled the
requirements.

In his address,
Minister for Information
Brig-GenKyaw Hsansaid
that the Ministry of
Informationwouldprovide
necessary assistance in

implementing the
objectives of the Asiayon
and the tasks for
development of the music
world, adding that the
ministry recognized the
effortsand participation of
the Myanmar Music
Asiayon in the interest of
the State and the people
while  striving for
development of the music
world.

At present, other
fine arts sectors are
holding workshops and
conducting  training
courses for the
development of their
fields, he said and added
that he would like the
Asiayon to do the same
for the development of

music subject.

He stressed the
need for the Asiayon to
try its best to increase the
number of its members.
The minister also spoke
of theneedfor theAsiayon
to make continued efforts
intheinterest of the State
and its members. In
conclusion, heurgedthose
fromthe Asiayonto make
collective and well-
coordinated efforts for
more advancement of
music without harming
national character and
traditions and culture
while serving the interest
of the State, the music
world and those from the
music world based on
unity of its members.

Afterthemeeting,
the Minister inspected
studios, functions of
broadcasting rooms and
telecasting rooms, use of
machinesand mai ntenance
of the building and heard
reports presented by
Director-General U Khin
Maung Htay and officias
on arrangements for
retransmission of TV
programmes and
broadcastingmachinesand
recruitof skilledpersonndl.

On arrival at
Radio  Transmitting
Station, the minister
looked into the facility

and heard reports
presented by officials.
Next, he

inspected the main-

Minister Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsan visits
Myanma Radio and
Television.
MNA

tenance of offices in the
main building and
studios, MRTV-4
broadcasting room and
arrangements for
broadcasting of TV
programmes, and called
upon servicepersonnel to
properly maintain the
broadcasting machines, to
try their best to be well
qualified and to take fire
preventive measures and
security measures.

MNA

Minister Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsan meets
executives of
Myanmar Music
Asiayon.

MNA

Men’'s and women’swear s on sale at
new Gamonpwint Shopping Mall

Y anGon, 20 Dec — Gamonpwint
ShoppingMall is kept openonKaba-Aye
PagodaRoadinMayangon Townshiphere
since 17 December. Men's and women's
wears, various kinds of personal and
household goods are available at the

shopping mall.
Cosmetics,

21-12-08 NL 8

househol d-used
electrical appliances, shoes, bags and
furniture areavailable on theground floor
andmen’ sandwomen’ swearsandpersona
goodsfor kids, onfirst floor. Amusement

park for children is being kept open on
secondfloor. Theshoppingmall alsooffers
promotion area.

Every shop in the shopping mall
offers a discount from 5% to 50% on
variouskindsof clothesandspecia discount
onfoodstuff upto4 January, 2009 to mark
the opening of the shopping mall. — MNA

Gamonpwint Shopping Mall in
Mayangon Township.—MNA

7/29/18, 8:03 PM



MAS grows medicinal orchidson
commercial scale

Nay Pyvi Taw, 20
Dec — Accompanied by
departmental officials,
Minister for Agriculture
and Irrigation Maj-Gen
Htay Oo inspected the
growing of medicinal
orchidsonacommercial-
scale in  various

cultivation methods in
Doekwin farm of
Myanma Agriculture
Service in PyinOoLwin
Township, PyinOoLwin
District, Mandal ay
Division, on 18
December morning.
After looking into

the medicinal orchids,
worm-cast fertilizers,
tissue-cultured orchids,
vegetablesandstrawberry,
the minister left
instructions on seeking
ways and means for
boosting cultivation.

MNA

Minister Maj-Gen Htay Oo visits medicinal orchid plantation.—mna
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Masswalk to mark December M ass
SportsActivitiesin Nay Pyi Taw

Nay Pyi Taw, 20
Dec— The mass walk to
mark the 2008 December
MassSportsActivitiestook
place here a 6 am today
with the participation of
Chairman of Myanmar
Olympic  Committee
Minister for Sports Brig-
Gen Thura Aye Myint,
Deputy Ministerfor Hotels
andTourismBrig-GenAye
Myint Kyu, Deputy
Minister for Education
Brig-Gen Aung Myo Min,
officials from the

respective ministries,
servicepersonnel, teachers
of Nay Pyi Taw No. 11
Basic Education High
School, studentsand local
people.

First, the
participants started the
walk from Nay Pyi Taw
Myoma Market and
walked along
Taungwdingyi-
Taungnyo-Nay Pyi Taw
Pyinmanaroad andthence
walked along Nay Pyi
Taw Pyinmana-

Taungnyo-Taungdwingyi
road and ended thewalk at
Nay Pyi Taw Myoma
Market. On arrival at Nay
Pyi Taw Myoma Market,
they took physical exercise
together with officials of
the Sports and Physical
Education Department.

Next, the parti-
cipants were served with
snacks and bottled water
by staff family of the
Ministry of Sports and
family of Myat Taw Win
Hotel. —MNA

Staff of the ministries, teachers, students and local people taking part
in masswalk activitiesin Nay Pyi Taw.

MNA
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Ensuring smooth and Secure
transport discussed in Yangon

Commander Brig-Gen Win Myint participatesin mass walk activities
together with local people—mna

Y aANGON, 20 Dec—
The Yangon Division
Supervisory Committee
for Ensuring Smooth and
Secure Transport held its
work coordination
meeting at the meeting
hall of All Private Bus
LinesControl Committee
(Head Office) yesterday.

Chairman of the
Supervisory Committee
Commander of Yangon
CommandBrig-GenWin
Myint attended the
ceremony and made a
speech on the occasion.

Next, officials

concerned reported on
matters related to
enforcement of traffic
rules and others to the
commander who fulfilled
the requirements.

The mass walk to
mark the third week of
December Mass Sports
Activities was held at
Youth Sports Training
Centre (Thuwunna) this
morning with the
participation of the
commander and wife and
party.

Afterwards, they
attended the ceremony to

open the new tarred road
in Lanmadaw Township
and looked into the
facility.

Andthey inspected
thesanitationand hygiene
measures for control of
Dengue Haemorrhagic
Fever and diarrhea being
taken in Mingalar
Taungnyunt Township.

After that, they
proceeded to Sethsan and
Alatchaung Wards in
Kyimyindine Township
where they viewed
regional development
tasks— MNA

Families, teachers, students and local people collectively taking
physical exercisein Nay Pyi Taw.—MNA

MM A to hold Continuing Professional
Development Forum

Y aNGON, 20 Dec—
Organized by General
practitioners Group of
Myanmar Medical
Association (Central),
Continuing Professional
Development Forum will

7/29/18, 8:03 PM

be held from 12 to 3 p.m.
attheHall (B) of MMA on
23 December (Tuesday).

The agenda of the
forum will include
presentation on family
health care and Q & A

on Common Neuro-
logical Problems in
General Family
Practice. Those in-
terested may attend the
forum.

MNA
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Ongoing Katha-Bhamo Railroad Section
Project on west bank of Ayeyawady River

(from page 16)

Indaw Township in the west, Htigyaint Township
in the south and Mohnyin Township in the north,
Katha District has an area of 865.68 square miles.

The district is 15 miles east of Mandalay-
MyitkyinaRailroad. A stretch of therailroad links
Nabar Station and Katha. Katha will no longer be
arailroad terminus and soon it will be ableto open
anew page of itstransport sector. It is because the
Myanma Railways is now constructing Katha-
Bhamo railroad section, and upon completion, the
95-mile-long new railroad will link Mandalay and
Bhamo through Nabar and Katha.

We visited the construction site of Katha-
Bhamo Railroad Project on 27 November morning.
Land consolidation work was being carried out to

A construction site of Katha-Bhamo new
railroad section.

Article: Zaw Win (Kyemon); Photos: Khin Maung Win (Kyemon) F

level the ground and large and small bridges were
being built to complete the 22.78-mile
Pawmamyaing-Chaungwa railroad section.
Assistant Engineer (Civil) U Sein Ohn of the
Myanma Railways told the Mirror Daily, "Due to
thegeographical featureof Katha, thetownisrailroad

U Han Sein, Junior Engineer (Work).

terminus on the west bank of the Ayeyawady River.
Weareconstructing arailroad sectionto link Nabar-
Katha section and Mandalay-Myitkyina Railroad.
When Katha-Bhamo railroad section is completed,
thenew railroad will link Bhamo, the northeast part,
and Kalay, the northwest part of Myanmar. Then,
people can travel between the two townships by
train. Previousrailroads stretch from south to north
in parallel with rivers. But, now several railroad
sectionsunder construction stretch from east to west
toform arailroad network for smooth transport and
regional development."

He added that feasibility study was carried out
for Katha-Bhamo railroad section in 2007; that land
consolidation work waslaunched in May 2007; that
as the first phase, 22.78-mile Pawmamyaing-
Chaungwa section of Katha-Chaungwa railroad
section was under construction, and land
consolidation work had been completed by 63 per
cent; that on completion, the railroad would have

U Sein Ohn, Assistant Engineer (Civil).

101 large and small bridges, and at that time, 20
small bridges had been constructed and five others
were ongoing; that the maximum ratio of slopes
was 1:100, and the maximum degree of bends was
6.

Junior Engineer-3 (Work) U Han Sein said that
vesselsply inthe Ayeyawady River between Katha
and Bhamo; that opposite bank of Katha ran
Mandalay-Bhamo-Myitkyina Road; that the
ongoing railroad passed through Pawmamyaing,
Minkel, Motargyi, Chaungwa, Kyaikgyi, Myogon,
Sinkhan, Hanhtet and Manyut villages on the west
bank of the Ayeyawady River; and that themagjority
of the villages were far from the river, so the
railroad would boost transport and regional
development.

From a site of the axis of the railroad, we
enjoyed a nice view of the Ayeyawady River
flowing serenely with boats and vessels plying
upstream and downstream along it.

In the near future, passengers onboard vessels
in the Ayeyawady River will see up-trains and
down-trainsrunning ontherailstoand from Katha.

*ok ok kK
Translation: MS
Kyemon: 16-12-2008

A site of Pawmamyaing-Chaungwa railroad section.
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Czech deputiesreg ect extension
of Afghan force

Pracue, 20 Dec—
Czech deputiesrejected a
planto extendand expand
the Czech military
presence in Afghanistan
on Friday, rebuffing US
demands for NATO
nations to do more to
combat worsening
insurgent violence there.
The Cabinet fell two short
of the 101 votesit needed
in the 200-seat Lower
House of Parliament to
approve all foreign
military missions, arecord
of the voting showed.

Prime Minister
Mirek Topolanek’ sthree-
party government holds

just 96 seats in the lower
houseafter four defections
in recent months. Prague
will now havetowithdraw
the more than 500 Czech
troops serving under US
and NATO commandsin
Afghanistan within 60
daysafter January 1unless
it finds a new way to
extend themissions. That
would still require
parliamentary approval.

Thevote aso throws
into doubt the presence of
the 400-strong Czech
contingentinK osovo, one
of the foreign missions
covered by the failed
measure.

“I regretthissituation
has come about. It isvery
serious, abad signal for
our coalition partners (in
Afghanistan),” chief of
general staff Lieutenant
General Vlastimil Picek
told Czech Television
after thevote. Theplanto
increase the number of
troops in Afghanistan by
about 200 was part of an
international response to
the deteriorating security
situation in the country,
where Taleban fighters
have been stepping
attacks against foreign
troops.

MNA/Reuters
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M acedonia pullstroops

Tirana, 20 Dec—
The last contingent of
Macedonian Army
serving in Irag returned
home on Friday, ending
the country’s parti-
cipationinthelragwar.

Macedonian Pres-
ident Branko Crve-
nkovski and Prime
Minister Nikola
Gruevsk attended a
welcoming ceremony in
the capital Skopje on
Friday for the country’s
last 40 homecoming
soldiers, news reaching
here from Skopje
reported.

out of Iraqg

A total of 470
Macedonian troops have
servedinlragsince 2003,
when the United States
and its alies launched
military  operations
against the country.

Macedonia also has
troops stationed in
Afghanistan and

L ebanon.
Its effortsto join the
NATO had Dbeen

thwarted by Greeceover
aname dispute between
the two neighbours.
Athens has been
opposed to its northern
neighbour being called
“the Republic of
Macedonia,” arguing it
implies a territorial
claim over a Greek
northern province also
called Macedonia.
MNA/Xinhua

Iragi preachersdemand
release of Bush shoe
attacker

BacHDAD, 20 Dec—Muslim preachers from both
sides of Irag's once-bloody Sunni-Shiite divide
appealed to the government on Friday to release the
journalist whothrew hisshoesat US President George
W Bush.

The family of TV reporter Muntazer al-Zaidi,
meanwhile, protested at an entrance to the heavily-
fortified Green Zone in Baghdad where they believe
heisbeing heldin ahospital after being badly injured
during his arrest.

At Baghdad's main Shiite mosgue, a-Kadhum,
preacher Mohammed al -Shami leading Friday prayers
demanded that Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki free
Zaidi.

“We hold them responsible for his safety,” the
preacher said. “They are responsible for hislife, his
health and psychological condition.”

At Baghdad’ smain Sunni Arab mosque, preacher
Abu-Hanifa asked Maliki for an explanation.

MNA/Reuters

Crisis-hit Zimbabwe
unvells 10b-Zimbabwe-
dollar

HArARE, 20 Dec—
Zimbabwe' scentral bank
has introduced a 10-
billion-Zimbabwe-dollar
banknote, worth 20 US
dollars on the black
market, to try to ease
desperate cash shortages,
state-run media said on
Friday.

Prices are doubling
every day and food and
fuel arein short supply in
Zimbabwe. A cholera
epidemic has killed over
1,100 people and
deadlock between
President Robert Mugabe
andtheopposition hasput

A dugong swims in the new Mermaid Lagoon display at the Sydney
Aquariumin Sydney, Australia, on 19 Dec, 2008 during the introduction of
two dugongs. It is said that dugongs, an aboriginal word meaning young
child, in olden times were mistakenly identified as mermaids to mariners that
had been at sea for a long time.—INTERNET
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hopesof endingthecrisis
on hold.

Hyper-inflation has
forced thecentral bank to
continue to unveill new
banknotes which qui-
ckly become almost
worthless.

New one billion
Zimbabwe dollars and
five billion Zimbabwe
dollars notes were also
put into circulation and
the monthly cash
withdrawal limit was
increased fivefold to 10
billionZimbabwedollars.

“Theincreaseincash
withdrawal limits is set
to go a long way in
improving workers’
access to their money,”
the Herald said.

MNA/Reuters

A passenger clingsto the side of a Route 40P
public busin Guatemala City on 18 Dec, 2008.
I NTERNET

China withdraws lift of
liquids, matches ban on
civil flights

Belang, 20 Dec—Chinahaspostponedthedecision
tolifttheban onliquids, lightersand matcheson board
civil flights, the Civil Aviation Administration of
China(CAAC) said in an urgent notice onitswebsite.

The move, which came only three days after the
agency decidedtolift theban, wasbecauseof “ practical
situation and the need of work”, the CAAC said in the
brief notice, without elaborating.

The lift was scheduled to be effective from
Saturday. To better protect flight safety, the agency
issued new regulationsin March and April this year,
banning liquids, lighters and matches from carry-on
luggage on aircraft. The ban included all baby food,
cosmetics and medicine in quantities above 100
millititres.

MNA/Xinhua

ChinatellsVVatican not to interfere

Beling, 20 Dec—
Relations between China
and the Vatican can only
improve if the Holy See
ditchestieswith Taiwan
and stopsusingreligionto
interfere in China's
domestic affairs, state
media on Friday cited a
top officia as saying.

China'seight million
to12millionCatholicsare
split between a state-
sanctioned church, and an
“underground” one that
rejects  government
control and answers only

7/29/18, 8:03 PM

in its affairs

toRome. China considers
self-ruled Taiwan
sovereign territory.

Department which deals
with religious and ethnic
minorities and non-

Beijing and the
Vatican broke formal
diplomatic relations
shortly after the Chinese
Communists took power
in 1949.

They differ over who
hastheauthority toappoint
bishops but have been
engaginginasecretiveand
cautious exploration of
normalization.

Du Qinglin, head of
the United Front Work

Communists, said it was
up to the Vatican to
improve relations, the
official Xinhua news
agency said.

“The Vatican must
not interfere in China's
internal politics,including
using religion to interfere
inour country’ sdomestic
matters,” the report
paraphrased Du as
saying.

MNA/Reuters
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CLAIMSDAY NOTICE 095:005008 §|6805onéalesluyla:
MV KOTATEGAPVOY NO (TGA-421)

~ Pakigtan to
issue Bhutto coin

Qé 0?2(\:399? :GDG@C GSGQGDQQ(YS oo&ﬂ GSTQL(YS 0083’] SUSQ(YS
Consigneesof cargocarriedonMV KOTA TEGAP tO mar k her
VOY NO(TGA-421) arehereby notified that thevessel | 7 MSg o EEE; o oS poa2o008 2100 d
will be a.mVI ng on 2]."12'2008 and cargo WI!I b‘? dI_S- 3. 1% Grade High Alumina(Ks) 200 Tons 22.12.2008 5.1.2009 muraer
charged into the premises of A.W.P.T whereit will lie| 4 Ejectrical Control Spare Parts(ks) 6 Items 22122008  5.1.2009 KaracHl, 20 Dec —
at the consignee’ srisk and expenses and subject tothe| 5. Steel Plate (Ks) 11 Items 22.12.2008 5.1.2009 Pakistan will issue a coin

byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.
No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SADVANCE CONTAINER
LINES

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

395;05(3) ®O/§<ﬁo§@:ga§\ @%a@@@mé@@mé@&c%: @epé:oogc;ngoqs\ é’a:ag@cfg(ga)@qs@é@cogcgé é’a:q_loqg:mcgé:

mcﬁog(ﬁq}@é:@: ooéa?qp: m@epwgoc,\%ui ‘%&ﬂméu U)ésﬂ}émep:oéoc\%%mmﬁqp:oé? ooéa%f?a)o (\)(Ygé(ﬂepéu

(3?@3338(73 QS(\%O’W(\D Q"P@é:qé O’)OS(\%({‘;Z 39%9(73 OG"?*§O®J@O)

bearing aportrait of former
prime minister Benazir
Bhutto to mark the first

QCQ’)G Q0 CGGKD S SCC: .
Bferedorifiodoe®od | aniversary of her murder

Taleban bomb claims Christmas
turkeysin Afghanistan

Lonpon, 20 Dec—A lorry load of Christmasturkeys
for British troopsin Afghanistan fell victim to roadside
bomb planted by Taliban insurgents, it was reported
Friday.

The frozen birds were completely destroyed in an
explosion on route from Pakistan to British
headquarters at Camp Bastion in Helmand province
in southern Afghanistan.

The Ministry of Defence in London said a
consignment of replacement birds had been flown out
to make up for the loss and ensure that the traditional
Christmas dinner for troops could go ahead.

e N
Photo taken on 18 Dec, 2008 shows the ox lanterng
symbolizing the Chinese year of ox at a squarein
Dalian city, northeast China’s Liaoning Province.
With the coming of New Year and the Chinese
traditional Spring Festival, Chinese people started
o prepare traditional decorations.—INTERNET

in asuicide attack.

The State Bank of
Pakistan will issue 300,000
of the comm-emorative 10
rupee (13 US cents) coins
with Bhutto's image and
thewords* Daughter of the
East, Benazir Bhutto
(Shaheed)”, inscribed in
Urdu. Shaheed means
martyr. Chief bank
spokesman Syed Wasim-
uddin said on Friday the
government had decided to
issue the coins and they
would be released on 27
December.

MNA/Reuters

Indian army says Kashmir
militant commander killed

SRINAGAR (India), 20 Dec— An Indian soldier and
fiveldamist militant fighterswerekilled in gunbattles

Internet = _ < in disputed Kashmir, where troops patrolled deserted
‘Apair of charter bus ) | streets ahead of a planned separatist rally, officials
stsvw_th their front ends | | s5id on Friday.
tangling over Interstate Among those killed was a senior military
5on 19 Dec, 2008, in | | commander for banned Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-
Seattle. Two ch_arter Taiba (LeT), which India blames for last month’'s
buses crashed Friday on | | 4 s on Mumbai that killed 179 people, the Indian
a Seattle street, pushlng military said
%”ei:?gﬂi%;;gt‘éagiﬂ It identified him as Igbal Malik, who it said was
leaving its front wheels theLeT military commander for southern Kashmir.
dangling 20 feet above Separatists and Islamist militants are trying to
the freeway. Seattle Fire | | disrupt seven-stage state electionsin Kashmir, which
Department isclaimed by Indiaand Pakistan but ruled in part by
spokeswoman Helen both.
Fitzpatrick said 11 The military said Malik was killed with two other
young adults were taken | | fighters when they became trapped in acave during a
to Harborview Medical | | gunbattle in mountains in Doda district south of
Center with minor Srinagar on Friday.
injuries.—INTERNET MNA/Reuters
Indonesia’s “tree man” |, fouryerdd
Tendani Baloyi liesin
faceS new Oper atl ons acholerarehydration
centrein Musina on
TANJUNG Java | surgically removed from the South Africa-
(Indonesia), 20 Dec—An | his body and has been || zimbabwe border, On
Indonesian man dubbed | treated as an out-patient 11 Dec, 2008. The
the*“treeman” because of smcie. death toll from
the gnarled \(vartsall over Those (warts) that Zimbabwe's cholera
his body said on Friday | were removed are epidemic has reached
his condition had | growingagainand started :
) 1,123, with suspected
worsened again although | to reappear after |
he still hoped to recover | returned home,” Dede cases now.at 20_’896’
and find ajob. told Reuters, addingthat || heUN saidFriday,
Dede, who like many | for a time he could go asahealth expert
Indonesians goes by one | fishing and use a cell returning fromthe
name, returned home | phone but now needed || Sitesaid thesituation
from hospital in August | assistance again for such || Was*“worsening” in
after six kilogrammes (13 | activity. some places.
pounds) of warts were MNA/Reuters | \_ INTERNET Y,
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Tokyo, 20 Dec —
Panasonichasbeguna800
billion yen ($9 billion)
takeover of Japaneserival
Sanyo, hoping that
transforming into one of
the world’s biggest
electronics companies
will help it weather the
toughest business
conditionsin a century.

Feng Wei combs her h
long hair at the
restaurant sherunsin
Kunming, capital of
southwest China’'s
Yunnan Province, on
15 Dec, 2008. Feng,
40-year-old, treasures
her long hair of 2.1
metres, which hasn’t
been cut since she was
ten. —INTERNET

/

Panasonic to buy Sanyoin
$9 billion deal

Top shareholders,
including Goldman Sachs,
had beenhagglingover the
pricewith Panasonic Corp
sinceit expressed interest
in Sanyo last month, but
Friday revealed they'd
settled on a tender offer
priceof 131yen ($1.47) a
share.

The deal would also
allow Panasonic, which
makesVieraTVsandDiga
Blu-ray disc players, to
take advantage of
struggling Sanyo's green
businesses in solar
panels and rechargeable

batteries. Internet

China'sfirst grid-connected solar power

station in desert entersoperation

Wuwel (Gansu), 20 Dec— Chind sfirst grid-connected
solar power station built in adesert entered operation on
Friday inWuwei City, northwest China’ sGansuProvince.

Built with atotal installed capacity of 1 megawatt, the
Datang Wuwel Solar Power Station in Tengger Desert
wasdevel oped by the ChinaDatang Corporation, China' s
second largest power producer.

Only half of the planned installed capacity was in
productionon Friday, whichwill haveanannua output of
870,000 kwh.

The project isscheduled for full completion by theend
of nextyear, said Jiang Pingsuo, chief engineer of Datang' s
subsidiary in Gansu Province.

Thedesart enjoys 2,210 hoursof sunshineayear usable
for power generation, which mean a 1-megawatt solar
panel can generatel.74 million kwh of eectricity ayear,
said Jiang.

He said that the operation of the solar station is a
breakthrough in the country’s exploitation of the solar
energy in desert region.—Internet

Singapore,
Malaysia navies
drill in Malacca

Strait

Sineapore, 20 Dec —
Singapore and Malaysian
navies conducted a joint
exercise in the Malacca
Strait from 10 to 19 Dec,
Singapore’'s Ministry for
Defence  announced
Friday.

The exercise, code-
named Malapura, was
hosted by the Royal
Maaysian Navy (RMN)
and participated by about
400 personnel from both
navies.

"The Republic of
Singapore Navy (RSN)
deployedafrigate,amissile
corvetteand apatrol vessel
for the exercise, while the
RMN took part with a
frigate, a corvette and an
offshorepatrol vessel,” the
ministry said in a
statement.—Internet

China's SME guarantee business expected
tohit Ltrillion yuan in 2009

Belang, 20 Dec— Theguaranteebusinessfor China' s
small and medium-sized enterprises(SMES) isexpected
to reach one trillion yuan (146 billion U.S. dollars)
next year as the country is working to ease SMES
financing bottleneck, said Li Yizhong, minister of
industry and information technology on Friday.

Atanationa work meetingonindustry andinformation
technology, Li said Chinawill step up theestablishment
of national and provincial credit guarantee ingtitutions
in 2009 to help SMEs get bank loans.

Inaseriesof movesto boost theguarantee businessfor
SMEs, thegovernment vowsto givetax cut or exemption
to qualified guarantee agencies, and assist local
governmentsininvestinginguaranteeagencies—I nternet

Paulson: Congress needsto
release second $350b

WasHINGTON, 20 Dec — Treasury Secretary Henry
Paulson says Congresswill need toreleasethelast hal f
of the $700 billion rescue fund because the first $350
billion has been committed.

Paulson says the use of the rescue fund to provide
loans to the auto industry along with a string of other
rescue efforts means that the administration has now
basically allocated the first half of the largest
government bailout program in history.—Internet

e ™
North Korean dancers

perform during a
rehearsal at Hanoi's
Opera House. Filled

with revolutionary
fervour and drilled to
artistic perfection,
North Korea's elite
dance troupe
rehearsed in
communist Vietham at
the start of arare
week-long overseas
concert tour.
INTERNET

(" Aboat carrying

tourists approaches
Cavenagh Bridgein
Singapore on 19 Dec,
2008. Cavenagh
Bridgeisthe oldest
bridgein Singapore
and standsin its
original form across
the Singapore River.
The Esplanade dome
isseen in the
background.
INTERNET
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Russian bomber jet crashes,

pilots survived

Moscow, 20 Dec — A tactica bomber jet crashed in
centra Russia Friday with both pilots gected and alive,
Russian news agencies reported.

The Su-24 bomber crashed near thecentral Russiancity
of Voronezh at 13:45 Moscow time (1045 GMT), Air
ForcespokesmanVladimir Drik wasquoted by Interfax as
saying. Thepilots, whomanagedto gject and survivedthe
crash, have been sent to a hospita for further medical
examination, Drik said, adding that the accident has not
caused damage or casudties on the ground.

According to preliminary information, the crash was
caused by atechnica problem. TheRussian Air Forcehas
announced a suspension of flights of Su-24 bombers.

Internet

HK’s private-sector
employment up 2.2 pct

Hone Kong, 20 Dec — Total employment in the
private sector of Hong Kong has increased by 2.2
percent, or 54,400 peopl e, in September compared with
a year earlier, official figures released here Friday
indicated.

Meanwhile, thetotal number of vacancieswas47,760,
representing afall of 9 percent, or 4,550, over last year,
saysthe Census and Stati stics Department. Increasesin
employmentwererecordedinthefinancingandinsurance
sector, education services and research ingtitutes, the
medical, health and related-services sector, the
communi cations sector and hotel sand boarding houses.

Internet
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Beckham expected at San Siro
to watch struggling Milan

Rowme, 20 Dec—David
Beckham will get plenty
of headlines when he ar-
rivesin Milan on Saturday
but his new temporary
employers will probably

David Beckham, seen
here, will get plenty of
headlineswhen he
arrivesin Milan on
Saturday but his new
temporary employers
will probably be wishing
he could taketo the
pitch against Udinese a
day later rather than
watching the game from
the stands.—INTERNET

be wishing he could take
to the pitch against
Udinese aday later rather
than watching the game
from the stands.

AC Milan have been
beset by injury problems
to key playersthis season
and are sweating over the
return of Kaka ahead of
this weekend’'s match.

And with Andrea Pirlo
forced off at half-time
during Wednesday’s 2-2
UEFA Cup draw against
Vfl  Wolfsburg and
Gennaro Gattuso out
probably for therest of the
season, now would be a
good time to blood the
former England captain.

However, Beckham
cannot start playing for
Milan until the January
transfer window opensand
in the meantime, coach
Carlo Ancelotti shows no
sign of letting up hiscom-
plaints about injury prob-
lems—Internet

Villarreal next leaguetest for
all-conquering Barcelona

Villarreal’s French
midfielder Robert Pires
picturedduringatraining
session. Spanish league
|leaders Barcelona face
another stern test of their
title credentials at
Villarreal this weekend
after recent crunch games
against heavyweights
Sevilla, Valenciaand Real
Madrid.—INTERNET

Maprip, 20 Dec—Span-
ish league leaders Barce-
lonaface another stern test
of their title credentiads at
Villarreal thisweekend af-
ter recent crunch games
against heavyweights
Sevilla, Valencia and Red
Madrid. Last weekend dll
eyes were on Barca who
leftit latewithtwo godsin
the last ten minutes for a
2-0 home victory against
Rea Madrid.

The rough treatment
meted out to Lionel Mess
ledtotherejuvenated Eidur
Gudjohnsen, who started
the gamein the absence of
the injured Andres Iniesta,
to call for moreplayer pro-
tection.—Internet

Japan win will send message
torivals, says Rooney

Y okoHAMA, 20 Dec—
Winning the Club World
Cup on Sunday would be
a major boost for Man-
chester United going into
the new year and send a
powerful message of in-
tent to their Premiership
rivals, says Wayne
Rooney.

United will return to
England on Monday with
two gamesto make up on
Liverpool and Chelsea
and Rooney thinks beat-
ing South American
champions Liga de Quito
will send their confidence
sky high.

“We are in quite a
strong position in the
league and if we can go

Winning the Club World
Cup on Sunday would be
a major boost for Man-
chester United goinginto
the new year and send a
powerful message of in-
tent to their Premiership
rivals, says Wayne
Rooney.—INTERNET

back as champions of the
world it would be a big
boost for us and a plat-
form for the second half
of theseason,” hetold the
club website—Internet

CROSSWORDSPUZZLE

L

32

ACROSS

1Vision

4 Easterner

10 Without weapons
11 Performed on stage
12 Shout of approval
13 Fur sale (anag.)
15 Forearm bone

17 Rodent

19 Make merry

22 Tumble

25 Spurn

27 Bird of prey

29 Storehouse

30 Greed

31 Prohibited

32 Investigate
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DOWN

2 Likeness

3 Upper arm bone
5 Employees

6 Onewho 11

7 Premonition

8 Bedeck

9 2sfor example!
14 English lord

16 Abandoned

18L ondonexhibitioncen-
tre

20 Smart

21 Dwelling

23 Book of maps
24 Mutiny

26 Surpass

28 Association

Liver pool look to break
Arsenal jinx

Lonpbon, 20
Dec—Liverpool
will look to extend
their lead at thetop
of the English Pre-
mier League to
four points by
beating Arsenal on
Sunday.

With title-hold-
ers Manchester
United in Japan for
the Club World
Cup, and second-

Liverpool’sRobbie Keanewarms
up during a Premier League
match against Hull City last
week. Liverpool will look to ex-
tend their lead at the top of the
English Premier Leagueto four

points by beating Arsenal on | Placed Chelseanot
Sunday.—INTERNET playing Everton
until  Monday,

Rafael Benitez's side can steal amarch on their rivals
a the Emirates Stadium. But if they are to do that,
they will have to end the hoodoo which has seen them
fail to beat Arsenal on the Gunners’ own ground since
February 2000.—Internet

Bullard could quit Fulham
admits Hodgson

Lonpon, 20 Dec—
Fulham manager Roy
Hodgson has admitted
that Jimmy Bullard could
leave the Premier League
club if the midfielder is
unable to agree a new
contract.

Bullard’s current deal

expires at the end of next
season and he is keen to
negotiateimproved terms
after helping Fulham
avoid relegation last sea
son and then earning an
England call-up thisterm.
Hodgson insists he has
no plansto sell theformer
Wigan player in January,
but conceded that his fu-
ture beyond that is uncer-
tain.—Internet

Fulham manager Roy
Hodgson has admitted
that Jimmy Bullard,
seen here in November
2008, could leave the
Premier League club if
the midfielder isunable
to agree a new
contract.—INTERNET

Santa Cruzhintsat leaving Blackburn

LoNDON, 20
Dec—Blackburn
striker Roque Santa
Cruz has admitted
that he would con-
sider leaving the
Premier League
outfit if “a bigger
club came in for
me” during the
January transfer
window.

New Blackburn
bossSamAllardyce
hasinsi sted hewantsthe 27-year-old Paraguay forward
to stay at Ewood Park, but speculation is growing link-
ing him with cash-rich Manchester City, the club of his
former boss Mark Hughes.

“Everybody knows my opinion (regarding a possi-
ble transfer), | am happy at Blackburn but also | want
to keep improving my football and remain ambitious,”
Santa Cruz told BBC radio on Friday.— nternet

Blackburn Rovers Paraguayan
forward Roque Santa Cruz
shows his frustration during a
football match at Ewood Park
in Blackburn, England in
October 2008.—INTERNET

7/29/18, 8:03 PM

Hull get ready for Capello
Premiership visit

Hurt, 20 Dec—Hull
City’sstunning start to life
in the English Premier
League is finally about to
receivethe sedl of approval
from Fabio Capdllo.

TheTigers KC Stadium
home ground is one of the
few top-flight venuesyet to
seeavistfromtheEngland
manager on his regular
scouting missions up and
down the country.

Hull have confounded
themany criticswhotipped
them for an immediate re-
turn to the second-tier
Championship, following
their play-off promotionin
May, by cementing a top-
Six position amost half-

way through the campaign
thanks partly to high-pro-
file away wins over Arse-
nal and Tottenham Hotspur.

Internet

Hull City'ssunninggartto
lifein the English Premier
League is finally about to
receivetheseal of approval
from Fabio Capello, with
reports the England man-
ager isplanningascouting
triptotheTigers KC
Stadium.—I NTERNET
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Our

Condolences

heartfelt Sympathy and Deepest
Condolences go to the family of U Theim Htut,
Chief Editor of Myanmar News Agency (External),
who passed away on 19 December 2008.

of the New Light of Myanmar |

The Chief Editor and staff

Our

Condolences

heartfelt Sympathy and Deepest
Condolencesgotothefamily of U TheimHtut, Chief
Editor of Myanmar News Agency (External), who
passed away on 19 December 2008.

The Deputy Chief-Editor and staff
of Myanmar News Agency (External)

German parliament approves
anti-pirate force

BErLIN, 20 Dec—
German  lawmakers
agreed on Friday to send
upto 1,400 soldiersand a
frigatetotheGulf of Aden
as part of a European
Union operation to fight
pirates off the coast of
Somalia.

The troops will take
part inthefirst such naval
operation organized by
the27-member EU, which
aimstoprovideprotection
to ships delivering aid to
Somalia and to civilian
vessels. A surgeinattacks
at seathisyear inthe busy
Gulf of Aden and Indian
Ocean off Somalia has
earned gunmen millions
of dollars in ransom,
pushed upinsurancecosts
and prompted a rush of
foreign warships to the
area.

Nearly 400 people
and 19shipsarebeingheld
alongthe coast, including

two million barrelsof oil
andaUkrainiancargoship
with 33 tanks. Germany,
theworld'stop exporter of
goods, is dependent on
safe seaways, withalarge
majority of itsimportsand
exports being delivered
by sea.

German forces serve
intheHornof Africaunder
the US-led “Operation
Enduring Freedom” and
have come to the aid of
ships which have been
attacked. However,
Germany’s Defence
Ministry saysthat mission
only allowed them to
provide  emergency
assistance, not to directly
target pirates.

The German frigate
Karlsruhe, already in the
region under the US-led
mission, was to be made
available for the EU
immediately after the
parliamentary vote.

People of the Tu ethnic minority performthe* Wutu”
dance during a ceremony at Nianduhu village in
Tongren county, Qinghai province, on 17 Dec, 2008.
The annual ceremony is held to dispel diseases and
exorcise evils. “Wutu” isan equivalent to “tiger”

in the dialects of ancient Chinese—INTERNET

Colombian police capture
2 tons of cocaine

Bocora, 20 Dec—Colombian authorities seized
on Friday two tons of cocaine near the country's
northern coast. Thedrugswerefoundinaboxcar that
was going to the coast of Uraba Gulf in the Caribbean

Sea, police said.

“During theinspection of theboxcar ... wefound
more than two tons of cocaine apparently to be
transported to Central Americaor to avessel in high
sea,” apolice spokesman said.

In another operation Friday, police found 2.3
tons of commaoditiesto process alkal oids near the city
of Medelli, the capital city of Antioquia state.
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Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas

B5'E S0°E 35°E

100°E

105°E, 110°E
1/ 3N
DATE :20.12. 2008 - \
5@,.&(\ ~ ~
TIME : 06:30 hrs. M.S.T ier 3 | Jote 7]
.e"@ . T CHINA | 1018 J
@) BANGLADEH_) A OF 10307 18N
oo - e -l Lo A0 o
o INDIA O 7 @ O Rl . iy ‘ﬁg ~
[} £ e | Ol @ B On
~ -y ’101/{‘\'{,»:;- LADS {1020 “H‘
) } Wt . iﬂl}
1 - ik =| 20°K
i | ; p P ™
i { J— n!%--é@
} THAICARD |

O MODERATE mph mph myh
A Qu= @™ @ @
W\ ROUGH () ctear sy (B emveres (P2 caveren (D overcast
AR =
TN vERY nouen = Thuwder withraln 3/ Rain / Drizzte
Pressure in hPa ¢~ \I i ’ g Cyclotie Storm
S ‘- ! Law pressare area 9 epression yelow -

Saturday, 20 December, 2008

Summary of observationsrecorded at 09:30 hr
M ST : During the past 24 hours, weather hasbeen gen-
eraly fair in Shan, Kayah, Kayin and Mon States,
Ayeyarwady Division and partly cloudy in the remain-
ing Statesand Divisions. Night temperatureswere (5°C)
below December average temperatures in Mon State,
(38°C) to (4°C) below December averagetemperaturesin
ChinState, upper Sagaingand Taninthayi Divisions, (3'C)
to (4°C) above December averagetemperaturesin Shan
and Rakhine States, Bago Divisionand about December
average temperatures in the remaining areas. The sig-
nificant night temperatures were Hakha (2°C).

Maximum temperature on 19-12-2008 was 89°F.
Minimumtemperature on 20-12-2008 was60’F. Rela-
tive humidity at (09:30) hoursM ST on 20-12-2008 was
70%. Total sunshinehours on19-12-2008 was(6.1) hrs
approx.

Rainfall on 20-12-2008 was (Nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Ayeand Central Y angon. Total rainfall sincel1-1-
2008 was(110.31) inchesat Mingaladon,(120.95) inches
at Kaba-Aye and (140.94) inches at Central Yangon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (4)
mph from North at (15:30) hours MST on 19-12-2008.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy in the
Andaman Seaand Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 21% December
2008: Possihility of isolated light rain or thundershowers
inKachin Stateand upper Sagaing Division, weather will
bepartly cloudy in Chin, Shan and Rakhine States, lower
Sagaing, Mandaay, Bago, Ayeyawady and Y angon Di-
visions and generaly fair in the remaining States and
Divisions. Degree of certaintly is (40%).

State of the sea: Seaswill be dight to moderatein
Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood of
isolatedlightrainorthundershowersinNorthernMyanmar
aress.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Tawand neighbouringar ea
for 21-12-2008: Partly cloudy to cloudy.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 21-12-2008: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 21-12-2008: Partly cloudy.
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*  Stability of theState, community peac
andtranquillity, prevalenceof law and
order
National reconsolidation
Emergence of a new enduring State
Constitution

* Building of a new modern developed
nation in accord with the new State
Congtitution

* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round
development of other sectorsof the economy aswell

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

* Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from
sourcesinside the country and abroad

* Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekept
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

_ objectives

* Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character
Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

Lt-Gen Myint Sweinspectsriver water pumping stations

Y ANGoN, 20 Dec —
Lt-Gen Myint Swe of the
Ministry of Defence,
Chairman of Yangon Di-
vision Peace and Devel-
opment Council Com-
mander of Yangon Com-
mand Brig-Gen Win
Myint and departmental
officials inspected pilot
cultivation of Hsinnweyin
paddy throughdirect seed-
ing method, use of Leya
16 power tillers, display
of samplesof paddy strains
and weed killer at the cen-
tral farm of Myanma Ag-
riculture Service and ob-
served the display of sam-
pleof paddy strainsgrown
in Bago, Ayeyawady and
Sagaing Divisions at
Myanma Rice Research
Institute in Hmawby
Township yesterday.

Lt-Gen Myint Swe ad-
dressed the conclusion of
Tatmadaw agriculture

Lt-Gen Myint Swe inspects pilot cultivation of Hsinnweyin paddy in Hmawby.—mNa

courseNo.62attheMRRI.
Hepresented prizesto out-
standing trainees and cer-
tificatesto theleader of the
trainees.

Lt-Gen Myint Swe and
party wentto Myaungdaga
river water pumping sta-
tion built by Water Re-
sourcesUtilization Depart-

ment near Myaungdaga
Village in the township.

Head of Yangon Divi-
sion Water Resources Uti-
lization Department U
Htay Lwin reported onthe
project and supply of wa-
ter.

They went to Kangalay
river water pumping sta-

tion in Myogyoung Vil-
lage where officials re-
ported onprogressof work.
Lt-Gen Myint Swe in-
spected construction of
control roomof sub-power
station, canal andlaying of
pipelines to pump water
fromHlaingriver andirri-
gated areass—MNA

LINSIDE 2

No country can dothisalone. It requires
partner ships, and so donorsmust neither slow
nor renege on the official development assist-
anceand other political commitmentsmadein
Rome and elsewhere.

Pace 7

By HE CHANGCHUI

~ Ongoing Katha-Bhamo Railroad Section Project on west bank of Ayeyawady River

On our tour of Sagaing Division, we set out on |, Banmauk and Indaw townships. It is located in the
a trip to Katha District as the last itinerary on 26 | northern part of Sagaing Division. Sharing borders
November night. The district is constituted with | with Shwegu and Mabein townships in the east,
Katha, Kawlin, Wuntho, Pinlebu, Htigyaing,

(See page 10)

Article: Zaw Win (Kyemon);

Photos. Khin Maung Win (Kyemon)

A backhoe and trucks at a work site of Katha-Bhamo railroad section.
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