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THE CONSTITUTION OF SRUB AND THE ETHNIC PEOPLES
OF BURMA

The fellewing axtrscts frem the ocemstitutien of the Becialist Republio of
the Tniem of Burms (SRUB) and the acosmpenying explanstisns selidly illustrate
the fact that the indigemows eotimic natiemalities are suffering eppreesiom mere
than ever wmder the ocomstitutisen snd dwe te the mexe drastic pelioy of Dersese
Chauviniss practised by the ruling BAPP militery regime.

The ENUB cometitutien, Chepter (2): The Besio Primeiples Artiels (8)
states, "The Btate aball be cempletely frewe frem the expleitstion of man by mam
or the exploitation of ene rece by anether.”

The sotual experiemses of the indigensus othnio races axe in cemplets
centradictisn te it,

In the field of oulture, Durmese sougs and damoes are gilvem mwmoh
sncouragenent. Large suss frem the state budget are expended to develsp Durmese
oultwre exolweively. Purwese song and dance trewpes are frequemily seot te other
cewmniries in culture exchange pregrammes. Om the etherband, cultwral stivities
of the sthmnis reces are rarely seen exvept en the Taien Day, emce in & year,

This f» the oultural expleitstion ef the eotimis ryeces by the Dureese
ohaurinists,

Specinl preferemce is givem te the Durmese stwlenta in the seleotiem of
state sobelars. Only when there is »me suitable Pwrwesse oandidates, the sems and
dasghters of the ethnis individwals leyal te the BEFF regime are givem s chames.

This is an ewiright resis]l discrimimatien and the exploitation of san by men
Axtigle (11) states, "Mae State shall prestise the eme-perty systes, The
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MFP is the emnly party of the state and shall lead the state.”

Simoe it demies the right of leadershiy rele of the other mass, class,
religions snd metismal exganisstions, it ia the estadlishment of the eystem of
sme-party distatexehiy and the total abolishment of the seclsl snd demsorstis
rights of the pesple. Therefews, the ENUD iz o state of enme-party distatership
witheut sy demscrscy,

Artiole (18), Sectiom (2) states, “The resowrces of the oemmtxy shall be
develeped, opevated wpem and wiilised fer the bemefit of the verking pesple of
the eomixy,

The faots givem belew, however, show that the resowrces of the ceowmtxy hawve

boen wiilised met fer the benafit of the werkisg peeple of the oewmtzy dut fer
the sole benefit of the zuling BIFF military oligue.

"Rise queta® amd "foom subeidies™ s foreibly cellscted frem the farsers by
the gevernment ot the nppeinted time. The farwers whe fail te meet the “ywria®
dus te pear harvest bave te buy rice frem the sutaide at prewalling prices which
are three 4o fowr tises higher than the govermment xate. In the precess of
trying te meet the "gwota®, many fermers have besems utterly impeverished as tYhey
have to sall thair draft snimals and farm isplemsnts te get the required swa af
oash

0= the other hand, membere of the military oliquwe are getting richer and
rioher.

During the peried of celenial rule, fuwel eil had beem the third largest ites
on the expert list, bt nevadays, under the rule of BEFP regise, thare is met
emough il eoven fer demestis oomswmptisn. The cewmnizy's treaaspert =nd
ommmmicstisn are faoing gresat diffioultiss ss & result of the shartage. A laxge
mmber of tTwoks smd semn facteries have te step running.

The largest hydre-sleotris pewer statiom in the ceumtry is situated im the
Esysk Btate, but mome of the pesple im the state bas a chamse te wse the
slectrisity prodwed a8 the Burmese towns and oities in the hesrt-land aleag
Bangosn - Namdalay resd axe ming wp all of i%.

This is & blatant expleitatiem of the Kaysh peepls (Earemni) by the Durmese
obhsuviniat malers,

Atiale (21), Seotiss (1) states, “The state shall be respecsidle S werk
for the comstant develepment of wmity, coeperstism, friemdship = respect for
one anether smeng the indigenews Taces.”

Maoh 1lip-servises Tanfars and shov sbewt mity and ceeperstisn are generated
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in the oceolehretion of the Uniem Day, smoe & year. Apart frem that time, the
Purnass shauvinists igsere and despise all the indigenews eothnic reces, Instead
of werking fer mity, it 15 o woll knewn faot %o the werld that the Pwrmess
cheuvinists are constamtly smgaged in making war, wantemly killing the indigemew
ethnis rsoea that can ealy be described as gemecidal,

Artiole (21), Sectiem (2) states,”If it is net agaizat the law er agaimsi
the interest of the majerity of the pesple, all the Iindigensus reces have the
right te freely wership, develep, cxpress anmd practise their owm religiess,
langeages, literstues, oultures and traditisnal ouwstems.”

Whatever it says, the BEPP regime, by varisws means, makes it very 4diffievit
for the fellowers of all the religiems, exocept DPuddhissm, te prectise. One
speaifio example is the severe limitatiss pleced wpen the sale of paper and imk
by gevermment te Christisn erganisations wishing te publish the Bible and kymm
bosks viiish are sssential in Christisn wership., One disturbing sitwatiem is the
moenfireed repert that the Btste BSanghs Federatien has ocevertly plaummed te
eradicate Christisnity syste=matieally. !

Sohesls in the states of sthnic reces are offioially met allewsd to teash the
languages and literstures of the stimic rsces. The langmages and literstwrs of
the othnio races still survive becamse of the endeavewr of the patristic yewths
whe velmtesr to teaoh the languages and literstwres durisg the sumser belidaye
and becsuse of sems religiews training sohesls.

On the other hand, the ntipulstien im the ocomstitutien of Duwrssss as the
enly official lamgmage makss the ethnls races' langwsges mefficial and te be
neglected. Consequently, the sxhortatien te coepsrate and belp ene snother loses
all signifissmce,

Chaptex (3); The Institubisn of the Etate
Artigls (26) states, "In the imstitwiien of the stato, the mystem of the
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oentral lesdershipy and the exsouwiiom by ssch regieom em its own is prectised.”

This, in essemce, iz the system of the wregiens strietly fellewing the
direction and eentrel of the centre. The censtituemt states of the ethnis reces
have me liberty to de asything ia socerdsmos with their peoulisr matissal
oenditions but %o be wader the csmplete cemtral centrel. Therefere, there is met
e vait of xight for the stater of stimico reces for natiomsl sutemenmy.

Artiele (29), Bevtisn (1), Pub-sectien (B) states, "The Unien is censtituted
of the ststes and divisiems," and Seotism (2), Swb-sectism (C) ststes, ™The
states er the divisiems are oonstituied of the tewnshipe.® Them ia Artiels (31)
it states "The states amd divisiens of EEUR axe as fellewe:™ and goss em % giwe
the names of the sevem states amd sevem divisisns,

This Ueiem 1o mething but & wmaien enly in form and wmitary in contemt.

T™he states of the etinio races are reduwsed to the statwe of mere
sdninistrative divisiens and placed wnder cemplete oentrel comirel. This is s
wmitary oystem of state im whioh all axe im oce=plete suberdinatien te the
shasluts power of the sentre wieslded by the Burmese chauvinists,

Chepter (4) Poeples “Miwtiey” (Purlissest)

Artiole (48), Bectien (1) states, “all the primcipsl businesses shall bde
deoided only by T9% of the vetes eof members of the parlisment.,” This olause
plainly negates an sthnioc rece state te deside sssemtial business ocemoerning its
oatiomal siteatien, as it ocsn never hepe te get the required mmber of vetes.
Bven if an ethmis rece state gote all the wetes frem its MPe, it can mever get
half of the vetes frem the NPe of the ether six states of eothnic reces and seven
divisiene,

This is the way the Purmsee chsuvinista eme-party diotatershiy syste= is
kesping & shrsngle-held en the states of sthmio reces by censtitutionally denying
the states sy chamse %o decide impertant buwninesses cemoerning thsir matiemal
sitwtions,

Onaptex (5)s State Coumoll
Artisle (65), Bectism (1) wtstes that the State Comnoil shall be osspesed of

"y representative, slected frem asmeng themselwves, by EPs of sach ethmis rece
state er divisiem,” and Sectisn (2) sves en te state, “tegether with
Topresmntatives, slected frem omemg themselves by the HPe, equal in mmmber %o
these slested by the ethnis rece states and the divisiens in soserdance with
Bectiem (1), snd Sectien (3) conoludes,” ®and the prime minister.”

Tews, in the cempesition of the highest bedy of the stats,ths State Cewmell,
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thers are seoven othmis rece state repreesentatives whe weuld, let us say, truly
royressnt the othmis reses, but there are sevem froem the divisiens snd fewrieem
frem the parlissent beth of whish are jprimarily Burwese and, en teop of that, the
prime mimister, whe can sever be other tham & Durmess, is added.

Tharefors, the Ftats Cowncil, with em evervhelming pumber of Burmeses, shall
sever meke the imitistive that mey lead teo any measure of self-determinatiem fer
the othmio raoes,

Chaptor (6)s The Cabinets

Axtisle (85) states, “The Cobimet ia the highest exeouwtive bedy of the
atate,”

Artiole (99), Beotien (1) states, ™The cabinet, em behalf of the parlisment
and by cellective leadership, administers the masagement of the affairs of the
poeple, the soenemic affairs, religieus affairs, secisl affsire, oultural affairs
foreign affairs and defence affairs of the Btate.” Sectiem (2) Btates, "The
sscialist eoememic system in realised im ssoordance with the econsmic plan of all
the indigeneus races.”

These clanses give the cabimet of the oentral gowrmment, deminated by the
Bursess, & menopely ever all the sxeoutive pever snd the ethnis rece states are
left with ne executive pewer teo separstely do anything fer the affairs of their
*mn pevples,

11 £ [ 4 t

Axtiole (168), Sectien (1) states, "Bvery oitisen has the right te freedem
of thought, fresdem of belief and freedem of worship of any religien.”

A1l the news erguns are properties of the state and are striotly centrelled
by the gevermment. Bvem the dapces, dremss and nevels are subjected te the
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striot scrutiny of the gevermment's cemser beard. As it bhas been mentiened
bafere, all the faiths, spart rem Buddhiss whick enjeys & certain amewmmt of
freedom and the spenscrshipy eof the gevernment, bave te face a wvelter of
restrictisns, meking them very difficult ts prectice er prepagste.

Im veality, the fresdoms givem exist enly = paper.

Aztiols (170) states, "EBvexy ecitisens has the right te participate im the
pelitical, mecisal and mess oxganisatioma allowed by the lew, emd the zight te
fresdem of oxganiszatien, freedem of congregation and freedom of demsmstratisn.
The Btate shall give the necessary belp fer the sake of the mmjeyment of these
freeadems to the full.™

Az BEPP is the enly party of the Btate and leads the Btate sccerding te
chapter (2), Artiels (11), enly the secinl and mass erganisatiens sccepting the
lesdership and under the siriot comirel ef BEFP are enjoying the said freedoms.
Organisations mnet soccepting the leadershiy of BEPP axe not evem allewed to

That means deseoracy is completely dead in Burma wunder the BEPP regime and

ens-party diotatershiy is is absclute centre],

Axtisle (174) states, ™The law wshall give pretectien to the legitimats
ineemes, savings, preperties, heuse amd buildings, instruments eof predustien
allewed within the frams-werk of weclalist eosnemy and legully permitted sssets
of wvery oitisen soquired threugh physioal sbility, intellectual sbility  amd
industry,.®

In the dessnstisatism of the pepular currency metes of 100 kyst, 50 kyat and
20 kyat; the shert allowance in time for exchange, the dedwstion im the fors of
heavy inoome taxes, the very limited smewnt given back in legnl tendsrs for the
exshange and the warious rules and regulatiens impesed om the exohange all
amoumted to an wndisguised robbary of the pesple by the government., Instead eof
gotting legal pretection of their preperties, the peeple were being legally
robbed. This sakes the high sewnding statement about legal pretectien of the
people's prepertiss met werth the paper em wvhioh it is written.

Chapter (12)s The Systes of Kleotisn
Artiole (184), Seotien (3) begine with "Fhe election ef representatives vhe

will truly represent the working peepls te the parlimsent and the various levels
of the pesples comeolls ..."

In the slestisn of the represemtatives te the said bodies, the pesple bave

ns cheloce but to wete jJust "yea®™ er "ne” fer the perscns whe haypy been nomimated
¥y ths BEPP,
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Be chodoes, means pe represemtatisn and thwe the pesple are denied their seet
inpertant demsoratic right and the right to sslf-dsterminatiom,

fstigle (191), states, "The sxpenses fer the oelectiom of the pespla's
repressntatives to the perlissent and the variows stages of pesple'’s ocemmcils
shall be herne by the stats budget.”

This is merely a seans wied by the perecns in power te cenizel the se—salled
peeple’'s representatives and make sure that these "representatives® dasce 4o
their twe, by the expenditure of cash.

It moams that the pervons in power are misspprepriating the State fumd fex
their ewn interest.

Boom after it came to power, the Revolutiensry Counoil deolered thut there
ware toe many weak peints in the old comatitutiem, imcluding, the secessiem right
of the sthmis rece states, vhioch oceuld disintegrate the wmion mnd that & new
conatitution was needed.

This shows that the new Purusse chauvinists were oontemplating mere drastis
and complete measures te eubjugate the ethnis waces and all the peeple in the
counkry.

In addition to baving te suffer msore esconcomis, sooinl anmd pelitical
oppressions in common with all the people in the cewmiry,the ethmis races hawve te
suffer meTe recial eppression wnder the new comstitutism.

Historioally, the ethnis reces im Burma had lived in their indepemdent lands
with their ewn administrations bdefore they wers subjugated in ware of aggressisee
lawnohed by the DBurmess. Then came the Dritish oelemial rulers whe subjagated
the whele cemmtry.

After independence, the ethuio reces ssked for meve freedsm for matismal
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development, on the basis of self-determination, frem the Dumreess ochauvinist
rulers, threwgh dessorstio proecess. The Burasse chsuvinists' snswer &e the
poaseful demmnd of the ethals reses vas orsed swpressien. Thua, the ethais
reses wers fereed to take wp arms for the sake of natiomal swrviwl and
indgperdenos .

Leveling false socusations swoh as bandits, wrecwars, breakers of the wnies
and ote., at the revelutisnsry ferces of the ethnic rwces, the BEFP Bursese
chawvinists have drummed uwp suppert, intermally and erternally, and stepped wp
their effert fer bigger and bigger wars against the ethnis reces. Over the yesrs,
the Dumese chauvinist troeps bwmt dewn thousands of willages, tertuwred and
killed mamy thowssnds of imnecent oivilisns, The Burmese chauvinists atrecities
have meds many Karem villagers to adandom their villages and find refuge in deep
Jemgle. Im 1984-85, mere than 17,000 Ksren refugees spilled inte Thailand,

Thus, wder the censtitutien of SHUB, the ethnic reses are being eppressed
mere then ever and it may net be wreng te ssy that the censtitutiom has been
deolgued for the foundation of the 4th Durmese empire through ruthless wars of

conguest and systematio plunder of the ethaic reses.
e e TR T

SETTING BROTHERS AGAINST BROTHERS

In the days of the Burmese Kings, wars against the other indigenous races by
the "Burmess were pure barbarism and terror, iccerding te tales left by ewr
forebears, it was & normal behaviour cof the Burmese troops to burn, loot, rape,
torturs and kill wvantonly without any restraint, After a2 Purmsse rald the land
uwsually was one of ccmplete desclation for even religious structures and edifices
wers not lsft from the deatruction. Sometimes priscnera were taken back for
snslavement to the heart-land of Purma whers the Purmese kings had their capitals
There are many narvatisns, mostly in verse forme, telling of the miserable and
wretched 1ife the prisoners had to lead ss slavea. The pagodas In central Burma
which the tourists gape at now adaye, had been built maeinly with the blood, sweat
and tears of the Arakanese, Earens Mons and Shans, gensration after gensratiem,
vho had had the misfortune of being taken as Burmese prisoners.

Nearly a century of the British rule failed to civilize the majority of the
Purmese. In spite of the influence of western esducation and idsas, the hostile
attitude of the Burmese towards the ethnic peoples hardly changed as evidenced by
the massacres the Burmese troops commnitted against the Karens during the Second

¥Werld W, withewt any provecatism en the part of the Karens.



The Burmess lsaders wers very amicable and sounded very reascmable with rosy
promises when they wheeled and dessled with the leaders of the ethnic pecples
befors independence after the war. At that time, they had to securs the comsent
of the sthnic peoples for a show of mmity to the British. The Eachins who had
scarcely suffersd the oppressiom of the Burmese pledged to an everlasting mity.
The Shans promised to give them the constitutiomal right to seceds from the mmiom
after & ten-year trial period. Omly the Karens remained wary and suspicious of
the nev attitude of the Burmeme. Even then, the orafty Burmese politicians wom
over a few gullible Karen lesders to their side with bribery and promises which
they never intended to keep.

Soom after independence, the Burmese leaders started acting most arrogaotly
and overbearingly without showing anmy spirit of tolerance, umderstanding or
sccomodatiom which they had shown abundantly before. When the EKarens submitted
their demand for a home-land, the Burmese bluntly teld them to fight for it and
sccused them of being narrow-minded nationalists, stooges of imperialists and

racist extremists. At the same time the party in power, the Anti-facist Pecple's
Freedom Leagus (AFPFL), formed = pocket army of leviss and started armed

provooations against the Karens which eventually led to the Earen uprising.

The AFPFL Purmsss chauovinists samploysd armad suppreasion to aliminate the
Karens on the cne hand, mnd sow dissension smong them to keep them weak. Buddhist
Eairens wers set against the Christian Karema, left against the right and one
dialect group against mncther. For propaganda purpome, a Karen state was created
out of the hilly eastern part of Earen lund, The Earen state created by the
Burmese chauvinists is limited so much in habitable and arable land that if &ll
Earens in Porma chose to live im it, moat of them would soon die of diseass snd
bunger. In the process of dividing the FKarens, the Burmese ochauvinists even

-tlhlhh-l-mt-:ht- for the Kayahs (Karemnis) whe are s dialect group of
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the Earsn people.

In 1961, the Shans, Eachins and Chins started to agitate for more state
autemexy, while the Arakansse and Mons for creation of their states, Under the
pretext of savimg the umion from disimtegration, armed forces chief, Gem. Ne Win,
everthrew the slected government led by U Fu in a coup d'etat in March 1962.

Ne Win abolished the ocomstitution and the demcoratic rights of the pecple
soon after he came to power. Then he set up the Burma Socialist Programme Party
(BSPP) and declared Burma to be a mocialist state., In three ysars' time, the
otreangth of Purma army was doubled and ma jor suppressiom campaigne asgainst the
ethnis rebsllions and commumist imsurgensy were laumched.

While the AFFFL Burmese chauvinists used some subtle methods in oenjwetism
with cosrsiom, thes new ESFF Burmese chauvinists relied entirely om bruts force
and barbarous methods to sliminate and oppress the ethnic peoples in ths comtry.

During the encirclement and annihilation campaigns in the latter part of the
60s, against the Karem revoluticnary forces in the Irrawaddy Delta region where
the majority of the population were Earwms and Mems, villagers vere forced by the
BSFP troops to Join what were knmown as People's Militia forces. They wers mads
to guard routes, army out-posts and go into the front with the troops. Many were
forced to merve as porters for the troops and clear jungles. The most izhuman
uss of ocivilisne by the BSPFP troops was the forcing of civilians to cover the
gape betwesen the troops colums in encirclement operations. The Xaren
revolutionary forces did their wutmest to avoid killing. Since ths Karem
revelutissary ferces were made uwp of peeple whe came frem the same pepulatien set
ageinet them, hurting the civilians would be like hurting their ewn kins., Hewever
thowssnds died in oress-fires before the Haren revelutissary fervee shifted te
Pogu Yoma im 1970

When the BSPP troops started thelr campaigns in Pegu Yoma, thousands of
Karen villagers living in the hills were forced, this time, to move down to the
plain where many died due to dissases against whish they had no resistance.

The Earen revolutionary forces from the Delta had to move to the east of
Sittang river in 1975 to Join hands with the EKaren revolutionary <forces in the
east. Here, the terrain is better wsuited to guerills warfare, There is more
room for manoeuvrs., The nature of terrain makes the strategy of encirclement and
annihilation impracticable. The BSFP Burmese chauvinists' attempt to crush the
Earen revolution here failed again and again. After their misersble defeat in
1984 when they attempted to capture the base camps of the Karen revolutlon by the
use of superior number and fire power, the BSPP PBurmese chauvinists have turned
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m-nfm'mimtthnhﬂll-uptnth-mtw.

Like im the Delts, the BSFP Burmess ohauvinists are now fercing Karen
civilians %o joim People's MNilitia foroes, with the same evil Imtentien eof
setting Karens agaimst Karens, or brothers sgainst brothers. To disoredit the
Ksren revolutiom, the BSPP Burmese ohauvinists organise some Karsn scoisty
misfits inte bands., Then they are made to pose as Xaren revolutionary troops and
gollect high taxes, rob or destroy the properties of the villagers. Starting
from this year's harvest, the farmera are required to mell mll the rics to the
BSFP lurmese chauvinist govermment at about ome third the price of rice om the
black-market, after keeping ten baskets per each adult for consumption until next
harvest., Ten baskets of rice is an amount that would not last more than ten
months for an sdult farmer. It is no womder that Burmese rice is selling 20%
less than amy other rice on the internstional market.

The Exrens are not the only people who hawve to suffer the brutal eppressioen
of the PSPP Purmese chauvinist govermment and its attempt by all the evil means
to eliminete them. 411 the other ethnis peoples have to suffer the same msasure
of oppression and face the same danger of gemocide, For these reasoms, the Karenm
revolution and its allies mre determined more than ever to fight wmtil the
overthrow of tha BSPP Burmese chauvinist regime and its evil ideclogy of Burmess

wvay to socialism which ia & direct product of Burmess chauviniss,.
L - - — N,

TRUE SITUATION OF THE FARMERS

The news medism of the Burma Sccialist Programme Party (BSPP) government
regularly chhons out & large amount of propagands portraying the farmers in the
country as ths most favoured class. In reality, the farmers are the moat
sxploited and deprived class of pecple in the society. Like the draft animale
they use for tilling the land, the farmers have to toil, year in and year out,
to produce the best quality rice all of which they have to sell to the government
at the much depressed rate. For their own oconsumption,, the farmers have to buy
the lowest quality rice, it only for live-stock Cfeeding, from the ocooperative
shops set up by the BSFP. The reason given by the BSFP is that the farmers have
%o eat rise that can stand digestiom better as they have to do hard manual laboun

Every year, after buying up all the rice from the farmers by force, the BEFP
holds ceremonies to honour the few farmers who manage to mest the regquirement of
selling the "quota amount™ of rice. The prises given to these "dutiful"™ farmers
are radios worth about 100 kyate a pisce. Those who refuse, out of bitterness,
to take the prizes are accused of being trouble-makers and thrown into lock-ups.
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The farmers are mnot allowed %e store any surplus rice or paddy. They snd all
their family members have to register with the authorities. The cooperatives sell
rios to them smough only fer a week in adwvanoe, according to age and mocording to
soales wstipulated by the goverrment. Thus; it has becomes & great: burden or
entirely impessible for the farmers to feed boarding guests or offer the
traditiomal alms to the monks.

Te ensure the sale of rice to it, the BSFF government advances loans,
euphemistioally nown as farm subsidies, and sells chemical fertilisers,water
pumps and other implements. More rice is produced, but due to the low prices
paid by the government, the farmers are hardly left with anything teo improve
their lives, In fact, as & Tesult of the ever Iinoressing demands by the
government, inflation and the rising cost eof living, the farmers have become
poorer than sver. On the other hand, the BSFP government and its hirelings are
benef itting more and more from the incressed production of rise.

Every year at harvest time, the BSPP government send out its hirelings to
various districte and townshipe who set wup themselves up as paddy purchasing
agents. From all indisatioms, it appears that these hirelings have been selected
on the bamim of their sbility to fleece the farmers down to their skines. Their
rathlese attitude and exploitation of the farmers are surpassed omly by those of
their BESFP masters.

These paddy buying agents arbitrarily inspsot the well-winnowed and dried
paddy brought in by the farmers, and them they weigh the paddy en special scales
they have breught with them., The doctored mcales usually show only about 70 of
the sctual weight of the paddy. Then olaiming that the paddy comtain high amount
of moisture and impurities, the amount of paddy brought im by the farmers is
further reduced in accounting and mid asccordingly by the agents at the much
depressed rate of nine kyates per basket of paddy. In this way, the farsers are
meroilesaly robbed of the fruit of their toll and labour every year.

According to the latest rule, the farmers are allowed to retain enly 15
basket of paddy for consumption per adult eand lesser amount per child in the
family., Fiftesn baskets of paddy yield not more than 224 kg. of rics and this
amcumt 48 consumed by an adult in no more than ten months'. To cover ths
shortage, the farmers have to buy rice, usually on the black market, at 2 to 3
tims the prics they are forced to sell.

In the year 1981-82,the BEFP gevermment experted rice at the prise ef 3028,9%0
kyats per ton, or approximately at 4.8 times its buying price, meking a gross
prefit of 2396.9 kyats per ton. In 1984-65, the export price of rice had fallen
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to 2471.00 kyste per ton, but the BSPP government still made =& gross prefit of
1841.00 kysts on & tonm of rice, or it was exporting at approximately 3.9 times of
the buying price. In 1985-86, the BSFP government got more than 2.812 millien
toms of rioe by foroced hw!ng'pﬂt of which was sxported, reslizing a profit of
5170.00 million kyats.

Even for s super cepitalist, such a margin of profit would be hard to think
of in selling smy cemmedity, but the BEFPF goverrment has boen doing it by the
blantant exploitation and oppression of the farmers of the country. Then, in a
shameless soramble for hard currency, the rice is scld on the Isnternationmal
market at 20% less than any other seller. This can omly be viewsd as the BSPP
government prostituting itself intermationally without mny ocomsiderstion for the
well being of the poor farmers.

One many fairly ask whers all the money is going and where all this is
leading to, DBecauss of the self-importance they hold thamselves in, the BSFP
stalwarts and their henchmen live in lurury far above the standaxrd of their owm
countrymen, They live in expensive houses, travel in expensive ocars and pursue
expemsive hobbles. Any minor ailment is enough to make +them to huwrry off to
foreign countries for treatment, with the family or a large antourage in tow, The
thing draining the coffer of the BIFF government most, however, 18 itm
proseoution of war against the indigenous ethnic nationslities who are fighting
for their national rights and democratic freedom. The ever increasing expenditure
on the var effort by the BSFP government since 1965 has inevitably induced a
raging inflatiom that has been pleguing the economy for more then & decads. Since
there is no likeliness of the war to end and einoce men in the BSPP leadership and
their coheris are held together by the privileges maintained by the exploitation
of the farmers, the BSFP government has no other way but to go on expleiting the
farmers more ruthlessly than ever. Naturally, this situation cannot go on for

Officer Treining Sohoel{OPS) training
elasse,
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aver. There will scon be a day when the endurance of the farmers will come 1o &
breaking point which can result in & general uprising of the pecple. Heporta
reaching here recently indisste that farmers in some areas have started acts of
resistance by burning the crops and killing some of the BSPP party men who had
come down to urges them te tuwrn in their paddy.

Ueing ths past rscord as a guides for judgement, we can prediot with
certainty that the BSPP government will create a blood bath that may not fail to
rival some of the worst atrocitiess man has ever lkmowm,

a4 4 & @ & & B B &

ATTEMPTS OF THE ENEMY TO BREED ENMITY
AND SOW DISCORD AMONG THE KARENS

Like its predecessers, the military govermsent of the Burmese Seeislist
Frogramae Party is tryiag haxd %0 breed oesmity and sew discerd ameng the Earems
in order 4o wadermine their selidarity im the streggle for matismal swrvival amd

isdepomdemon.

leoking back threugh the leug years in the struggle of the Karems feor
froedem, it cam be seen that the Durmese realised tee well that are suppressisms
alase would not briag them vietery ever & wmited pesple. They therefore wesarted
te liss and distertioms +eo oreats rifts beotwesn the Xarems and threugh these
rifts they werked their way tevards tetal disintegratiom of the Karems, amd
caused them te guarrel ameng themselves,

The Isvenms had beem wnited umder the boumer of the Earen HNetiemal Uniem
(K¥U) im their struggle for imdopendence and & state of thelr ewn. Dui the
Furmess oxraftily senaged te lure some DInrem yeuths ever te their side se that the
Earem TYowth Organisation (EYO) breke sway frem the mether mica and turmed
againgt the Karens and their matiomal ssmse. At the Uniem Day ocelebratiem ia
Mandalsy im 1964, Be Vim himeelf dsolared that it vih bessuse of their emdeaveur
that K70 breks avay fres the Kares Hatissal Tniem.

KY0 later split iate twe festioms; eme feotiem leod by Win Newmg and Lumg Fa
becane Tnism Esren Leagus (UKL) and the ether faotiem lod by Hla Twm and Chit
Than bessse Unism Karem Organisaties (UNO). Im the split withim the them rulinsg
AFFFL im 1958, UKL sided with U Na whereas UKO sided with Ba Swe. Fristism
between these twe grewps had done great damsge te the Karems im terms of hwmen
lives snd matiemal seewrity.

Tha Uaiom Enrem Pesse Feres, & pars military wmmit was forsed by the Burmese



XHU_BULLETIN, No.8 DICENEER 1966 2
in the sarly sixties., Tesermuloss Kxren youthe were givem ose amd wvere
enpleyed oeopesially t¢ spy en their owm peeple and wrrest those wvhe are
suppartive of the Karem mstional mevemsnt. TOFF ailitismen redbed their swm
people, burned the houses and villages of thair ewn peeple snd evem raped theix
own wvomenfolk, Aung Wyaing, Kyaw Zan snd Ni Kon were metoriouws UEFF efficers in
the Irreweddy Delte ragien whe soted mest rughlessly against their esm peeple,

In their eoffert to divide the Karess, the Burmess tranded the Esxem
resistamne ighters sa imswrgests bwt artfully oallsd the Derens wndar their rele
"Loysl Earema™ er "Feithful Karens™ sad at eovery eppertmmity epsnly orodestrated
for the Kavems to fight againet each ether.

They alee tried te oreste nisvwderstamding between Peo Horems omd Sge
Karenma: At the begiming of the Kaxem rewiuiion, mest of the leaders vere Sguw
Earens snd the Purwose teok advantage of this fact and 414 their best to oreats &
Tift botween the twe tribes. Comsequeatly, in scme places there were temeiems
axd niswdarstandings betveen Pwos and Bgews. At the same tise thay zles trisd
$o divide Karems fyem the Irreweddy DBelta regisn and KExrens frem the castera
Yema, Likewise, iz Towmgee axea the Burmeee did thelr best te divide Pakus, Dwes
aad Kok Nor Kok Bah, and in Taremmi they tried haxd te divide the Karemmis and
the Padaumgs.

Bowadayn, the Pmwese step wp thelr plams +to undermine the wmaity of the
Esrens and are new sspleying religiom as suother wespem te divide 4the Uawems,
Esrens oan geserally be divided fmte twe majer religiows grewps, nasely,
Buddhists and Christisss. 70K of the Kaxens are Duddhists but fim the Earea
leadership oircle, Christisne are the majerity end se the Durmese scomse the
Karea natiemal wmevement of being the woerk of emly a handful of Christisss asd
thareby they dissusds the BPuddhist Esrems frem Jjeining feroe im & movemsnt whioh

mmm“{m;“m Enemy stores captured at Shy Day mine.
oaptured Eay Day mins.
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thay allege i lod Yy Karem Ohristiszs. They alse to7 o breed discexd betvess

difforeat christiss dememimaticns,

Esrens whe Bave risen in ares resistamss aguinst the Durmese govermment for
froeden and matiemal swrvival, togethar with the Kaxren maases vhe eomestly
suppert the Enrem natiems)l movement are breanded as imsurgewts bul the DBuraesss
eall their heschmen, together with & grest mmber of Karems whe saek after their
own good and the majerity of the Karems vhe sre ferved imte sulmiseiss, leyal
Karens .

The wreng pelicies they bave laid dova snd omrrwption smemg the nﬂlﬂi-l
rendared the cewmtry sad its people destitvie and misersble ut the govermment

shamslesaly put the blame em the se-called inswrgents

In yot snether move to lot the Harems fight ageinst esch ether the BEFT
goversment now ferms wp peeple militis im Kares villages. Wespess and militery
miferms issusd te these militis are mestlythe same as those wod by the Nares
resistance fighters. It is mest vital fer the Karems te be cautiows of this meve
se that they will mnet fall prey te the evil pohemes devised by the Burmese
against the Karens as a whels.

It s the ultimste respomsibity of every Karem metiemal te safegmard
saticmal solidarity and keep censtant vigil so that the eovil sohemes of the
Durmese weuld met pemetrate imte ewr renks and files and wresk hawveo.

It is slsc necessexy for all the Karems to fully wderstand the wiles of the

snomy. Lot the past be o lessen te all of ws. Restese matliemal wmity asd wpheld
owr pelidarity wader the bammer of the Daren Natiomal Umiem,

The time has ceme fer 2ll the EKarens to lot matismaliss flowrish again, ILet

every Karem rise uwp cowrsgeomsly and fight witedly to brimg the wile and
violews rule of the greeter natismalists BEFP govermment te a hasty omd,

" R R B BN E

AFTER NE WIN, WHO'S NEXT

Sinoe 1981, officials in the diplomatic circle inm Rangoon ace
interested in who the sueccessor of Ne Win would be. Though Ne Wim
stepped down from the presidemoy in 1981, yet he still remainz as
chairman of the powerful Burma Socialist Program Party and retaine
full control over +the military government +that 1is ruling +the
oountry. Every issue of importanoe has to be brought to his table
for final decisiom and even some issues which seem but trivial have
to be brought to his table, Imn fact, Ne Win ocould be classified as
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the sountry's mest powerful and ruthless diotatar.

Ne ¥Win is wmow 75 years old and soccerding to reliable sources he
is suffering from partial paralysis, hypertension and wrinary
disorder, That is why, in the diplomatic oirole everybody is
constantly watoching to see who his suocessor would be, But all of
then manimously comolude that there is we individual leader strong

snough to swcoeed him,
Tin 0o had been tipped to be ths most likely candidate but in

1983 he was cacked from office for misappropriatiom of government
property and put into prison for life. He is mow suffering in
oblivion in the Insein jail., Seme observers commented that ne samch
lsader could againm be found im the ruling ecirecle of the present
military regime, BEven Sam Ya who has worked im oclose cooperation
with Ne ¥Win through thick and thinm and who took ever the presidency
from Ne ¥Win does not fully emjoy the respect and support of his
subordinates. This as alleged is because of the fact that his wife

bas been involved in cases of bribery and corruption.
Kyaw Htin, deputy prime minister and minister of defense is

from Prome whioh also is +the native place of He ¥Win, He always
scoompanies Ne ¥Winm on his trips abroad. Kyaw Htin emjoys the
respect of those 4in the military oirels but he is net oonsidered
stromg emough to lead the commtry. He is though a potential
candidate of the premiership which at present belongs to U Mammg
Masng Kha.

Sein Iwin, joint secretary of the Burma Socialist Program Party
is noted for his slyness and ruthlessnmess. It was im 1950 that, as
a oaptain he led the attack om Saw Ba U Gyi, founder of the Karenm
Natiomal Uniom, and his group and killed them. He is Dbeiter kmown
for his cold blooded murder im 1962 of unarmed university students
whe were protesting in the umiversity campus. He had been mimister
of Home and Religious affairs and also minister of Transport. Sein

Iwin also is not considered a likely candidate to succeed Ne ¥Win.
Another, rising star in the leadership circle is Aye Ko,

general secretary of the Burma Socialist FProgram Party. For mamy
long years he was commanding officer of the Northerm ocommand. A
soft spoken leader, Aye Ko also is not considered by observers as a
likely succeasor,

Foreign observers are much interested in Saw Maung, commanding
officer of the arsed forces, Duripg the two months' trip of Ne Win
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to tha Buropean countries he took along commanding officers of the

Havy and the Air forece but left control of all the armed forces im
the hand of Saw Maung who is his trusted colleague. Saw Mammg could
also mot be considered as an efficient and strong leader to sucoeed
Ne Win,

Iay Mamg is tipped by observers to be a likely candidate. He
had been able to systematically root out Tim Oo and his influential
colleagues in the ruling circle and 4in the armed forces and is
himself now in charge of the country's intelligent met work., Iay
Maung can be expected to be a most likely candidate, comsidering the
fact that he equals or excels Tin Oo in efficienmoy. But he has much
to worry abomt, VWoumld  ocelebrity brimg to him, like to his
predecessor, his own downfall is something that is remsined to be
seen,

Thoee mentioned above are leaders in the rulinmg circle but pone
of them is as resolute, as ruthless and as sleek and wily as their
boss. [Under a system which doee not tolerate even the =slightest
sign of repulse, nopné of +them would dare oppose Ne ¥Win, The fall
of Tin Oo 4is a clear reminder to all of them, It can then be

conocloded that mwo individual would emerge who like Ne Win ocounld
effectively consolidate power all to himself., There counld mever be

another Ne Win,

¥ithout a etrong leader, the Burma Socialist Frogram Party
would quickly disintegrate. It caonot be denied that the struggle
for positiom and power exists all along between the Burma 3Socialist
Program Party leaders,

After He Win had passed away, members in the ruling circle will
struggle among themselves for power and consequently the armed
foroes will break into faotions, The country will then be in a
state of chaos and lawlessness. The peopls who have been oppressed
for many long years will rise in rebellion against the government,

This will be the moment when the various resistance movements
of the ethmio minmorities join forces and strike decisively to over
throw the military government of the Burma Seeialist FProgram Party
and restors law and order, JFreedom and human rights will once more
prevail and peace and prosperity will be the order of the day. Those
golden days will pot be far off,

. ® ® B B B2 & ¥ =




Eﬁﬁlﬂgu-ﬁgﬁﬂﬁiaﬂuiﬂiﬁ%. 1906

MY CASTALTTING

MY A/ AN0R CAPTURED

Our P of Attanke

L. FEY.

1

RENLALRIS

asé

'

(1) aftioer ad (2) X0. KM,

an !a.ﬂ-.u&niﬂ-.lul_ln.vi.nlﬁ.
1) WO, wid, A.—u brldge destreysd.

_.nuw!nlﬂh., {1) effiger Tin Win Ng leg mevered,

63 _

{1) offioex s {1) WO, kld,
Seatreyed (1) uill,

523

{5) offimmae (1) WO wid.
Bestrayed (3} Wridges.

6Tt

2 230

mww offioexe sl (2) M0 kld, (5} efficers amd
WO wid, ALlmmg wid. are oslomm Cemdy. Ehin

Mg Iyl amd Pin, Camiy, Nya Ng.

(1) off10er and (1} MCO wid,

T61

“w sffisar {2) W0u Xld, (2) offisars and

t ] - |

e 2

2) oftisers Eu._ 1} affisae (1) PO wid,

193

16972

(8) oftinaze (10} M0 ¥id, {(17) offlcexs (11)
0n wid, (8) 1} sax and 1 mill




20 DoweE 100 KNU JULLEIIN. Ne.p
SOME MAJOR MILITARY ACTIVITIES OF THE KNLA TROOPS

By § Rilitery Zems, fhatep Distriet
On 4=8-86, at 0500 hre., owr treeps, the Karen Natiemal Libersties Arwy
(MNLA), sttasked smemy out-pest at New Lay-Iwi Lay, A1l enemy treops fled after
oufforing (4) doad. Owr troeps osptured (1) cardime with (15) rewnd, (1) G2
#1010 with (350) rewmnds, (1) @ rifle with (15) rewnds,5 pevsemal equipment sets,
(3) back packs, and & laxge quantity of ration swpply. The rations which oeuld
et be onrrisd were bwrmt,

On 10-8-86 swr troeps sttacked the spesy ewt=pest st ¥We Ryan village. Heemy
ouffared (6) dead. (2) G3 rifles, (2) Brit. rifles and some nilitery equipments
ware captured.

On 28-8-86 our trecps attacked ensmy at Esan Grav village, All enemy trespe
fled aftsr swffering (8) desd inelwding (1) Sgt. and (1) Ceperal. (1) G4 xifle
vith (18) mageaines and (776) reunds, (240) carbine rewnds, (2) band gremades,
(5) persenal equipment sets, (11) back packs, and a quantity of vatiem steres and
decwments were osptwmred. All the stores whish oeuld met be ocaxried were
destreged.

Be, 2 Nilitaxy Zens, Tewnges Distrist

On 30-0-8f gpemy No, 59 Infemtey DBattaliem, with Fe. 39 Do, axd 75 Bm,
arrived 851 Kedo xrea. Our treops asmbushed them om the way killing (2). Owr
tresps asbushed them again betweesn 81 Kede and Sav ¥Wsh Der. The enemies suffered
(3) dood imeluding (1) Sgt. amd (1) L. Opl, and (4) weunded imelwding Batteliem
Cosmandar of 59 Inf. Bn, whe is also Colwm Commander of the attscking enemy, (1)
Filn. Cosmender and (1) Cpl. On the same day (1) enemy meldisr had his leg
severed because of ewr land mine, The snesy retreated te Tithegyl and then te
Bpwgali with their weunded Ne, %9 Bn. Comdr. em 3-0-86,

Beo, § Wilitexy Zone, Dooplays Distriot

On 4=5=086 our embined foroes attacked 2 celumms of the enemy frem Ne, 31

and Be, 32 Inf, Bea, mear Ywathertah village. All ememy troops fled in diserder

after suffering ocsswaltiss of wnet less than (50) desd snd wewnded. (3) dosd
bediss were left behind, Amemg the weunded were (2) Cey. Comdrs., Our treeps
captured (1) G3 rifle with (273) rownds, (250) rewnds of ocarbine and (5) M 79
rownds and a large amount of ailitary squipments and rations,

Bo, § Rilitmy Zons, Pa~an District

On T7=8-86 our combined feroes attacked the enmemy at Tsh Doh Thes. After enes
Bour of battle, all enemy troesps fled, suffering (9) wounded, Owr txeeps
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oaptured (1) @4, (1) 03, (1) 02 rifles and (1) Be Win Btem, (3) rifle-lsmoh-
grenades, (58) 2 imoh. wertsr wownds, (110) 60mm mertar rewnds, (1000) rewmds of
caxbine mmme., (5475) rewnds (3 amme., (20) hand-gremades, (12) field meps, (1 )
redie, (29) sets of mifern and & large amewnt of ration steres, medioines snd
nilitary deswsents,

On 16=11=§6 sur trocps sttacked the ememy st Wa Kiu Tah, frem 1705 hrw. te
09680 hre. the mext day. The ensmiss suffered (5) desd inelwding Capt. Xymw Seis
and Capt. Win Os. Ouwr tresps captured (1) 6Omm merter with (20) vewnds, (1) W42
light machine gum, (1) 03 rifle with 800 rounds amme., (1) carbine, (1) Brewning
pistol, (4) land mine and some military wmiferm snd squipments.

Pighting breke out again at the same place at 18-11-85, Tae enemy suffered
(1) ktlled and (15) wvounded., Our treops captured (1) G rifle with 79 rowsds,
(1) carbine with (15) rownds smme, During the 3 day's battle, the emesy suffered
s total ssvualty of (6) deed and (50) wewnded.

G8Q - Tah Deh Wah Oeluwsm
Our GEQ Tah Dok Wabh columm, attacked the wmemy Bo. 30 and Neo. T3 Inf. Bea,
st In Per Ksh =~ Mu Eye frem 19-11-86 to 21-11-86. During the (3) day's hattle,
the enemy wuffered a total caswalty of (23) desd imcluwding (1) espt. (1) 2md Lt.
and (52) weundod imolwding (1) capt. Our tresps ocaptursd (2) 2 ineh.serter with
(10) zeunds, (4) BEX recket rounds, (1) 03 rifie with (14) magesines (298) round
mmon., (1) battery and a guantity of military squipments,

On 4-9-86, owr Tah Dok Wah oolwm smdushed the ensay at (3) places. At Wak
Pla Koh, the emesy wuffered (1) desd snd (1) weunded, At Ta Kch ¥e, vhere our
treops ales had laid land-mines, the mmemies suffered (7) dead and (5) weunded.
At Be Lo Kla, the enemy suffered (1) killed snd (5) wvounded. In the 5 ssbushes
on this ene dsy the enesy muffered o total of (9) dead snd (9) wounded, with ne
casmalty e ewr side,

Bay Sey Battle

On 1=11=86, tha cembined ferces of GHQ special ferce and Tah Deh Wah celmm
attacked and captured Say Dey Mine. HEnemy suffered (6) desd and (5) weunded, We
captured (99) Slm morter rownd, (89) 60mm shells, (12) BIK recket reummds, (1) 2
imeh, merter rewnd, (5) 03, (1) G2, (1) G4 rifles, (1) carbine, (21) C3 magesines
with (1840) round ssmes., (1) bineoular, (1) M. flag, (1) Cey. flag, (1) signad
wit flag, (1) battery ocharging set, (249) dags of rice, (27) 4 galleme tine of
oseking oil, medisines and ethsr ratieon steres and all doommmts. The enemy made
& oomter-attack en 3-13-86, but retreated ufter suffering (%) dead mnd (20)
voamled .

" ¥y = F & & 4 % B8
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US DIRTIES ITS HAND IN BURMA'S AFFAIRS

PROF. J. SILVERSTEIN |

The long mnd complex civil wars in Burms took s deadly turc in February when
the government,ucing a U,5,.supplisd herbicide containing dicxins sprayed 151 vil-
lages in Kengtung province in the eastern part of the Shan State,

#ithout publicity and probably without warning to the victims, the BHurmese
government implemented recommendations made in 1984 by s wisiting delegation of
0.5 ,Congressmen who were concerned with the problesms of narcotics.The recommenda=
tions wers made deapite being told by the Burmese that"It was difficult to sepe-
rate the issues of insurgency and narcotics."

Under Fire
kﬂ“!*_ﬁﬁl -spraying apparently was done on the run,often with the planss
coming under imsurgent fire, precautions for the protection of farmers, their
livestock and crops weren't taken.Politically, the move could force minority

groups to think that the only kind of " help " the 0,5, gives is destructive.More
over,the spraying program could meke s solution to Burma's insurgencies esven more
difficuly to schieva,

Given the hue and cry raised im the U.S. when the Vietnamsse and their Rus-
sian backers allegedly dropped " yellow rain " on hill people in Laos, the U.5.
silence over the use in Burma of 2,4-D, a major component in Agent Orange, raiess
serious questions:

= Why did the U.5. provide a herbicide that the U.5.Environmental Protection
hgency fears may have detrimental effecte on humsns and animals? In 1980 the EFA
demanded further testing of 2,4-D, to determine the impuct of contaminated water
and spray drifts,

= What precsutions were taken to warn the hill farmers before their [fields
were sprayed and what first aid was available for those affected?

It can be argued that Burma's immediste goal, suppertad by the U.5.,wae the
destruction of opium poppy fields, However,the U.8. was well aware that Burma's
longer range goal 18 to weaken Lts tenacious political opponents,in whoss  aress
the fields are located, by destroying thelr financisl base.

Before the 19708 Burma treated its civil wars and opium trade as an internal
mitter and sought no outside assistance to bring either under control.

The insurgencies are varied in origin,location and objectives, BEsch has &
somewhat different economic base: The Burmese Communists drew their initial sup-
port from Chins, but since 1980 most mseistance hes come from the opium trade
that pusses through their areas; the Karens esarn their income from taxes collect-
ed on black market consumer goods that move through their territoryjwhile several
of the Shan grous gain their income either directly or inmdirectly from the opium
trade, It is mainly in the difficult-to-reach upland eress of the Shan State that
most of Burma's oplum is grown, Since the end of World War II, no government has
exercised continuous und effective control in these border areas.

While the U.5. has had no desire to imvolve itself in Burma's locsl wars, .t
has been interssted in stopping the flow of opium and heroin st the eource.



Ki§ BULLETIN, Jo.B F. W

Until 1974, Burma was unwilling mnuﬁm of a marcotics —,5!
ficer at the U.5. Embassy in Rangoon or to participste in American-sponsored nar-
cotics programs. But as the use of narcotics spread from the hills of Burma Lo
the heartland, the government changed its policy,.

In that yesr, insurgent Shen leaders offered to sell =11 opium that wes pro=
duced in their stste to the U.5, 4 House of PBepresantatives delegation met with
the Shans and discussed the proposal, but Washingten rejected it, The U.5. felt
that there was no asgurance that all the opium would be sold sand it was unwilling
to trade with insurgents battling = friendly nationm.

In 1975, the U.S.eupplied hellicopters and polet training to Burmse to help
the country suppress the nmarcotics-trade. The intent was to interdict the cara-
vans and disrupt the movement of opium to world markets, At hesrings in Washing-
ton, questions were raised over whether the egquipment also would be used im Bur-
mo's wars sgainst its political opponeats, In the end, no restrictions ware plac-
ed on the equipment, and the aircraft ware used in both wars. But in neither have
they proven decisive :the civil war continues and todsy Burma producss an estima-
tod 600 toms of oplum & year.

In this war sgainst oplum and political insurgents, what has been overlooksd
ars the people who grow the crop. The farmers are members of various ethnic mino-
rity groups = Shane Wae, Isahus,lisus Kachins and others, They are poor and politi-
cally and sconomically underdeveloped,

For them, growing opium im a tradition thst goes back for more than a  cen~
tury. It is a cash crop ralezd alongside food crops and livestogk, Upium is used
in the hill aress and has been & part of the local culture and economy,

Given the government's inability to exerecise legal authority, no programne
aimed at encouraging soclo-economic change, like road building or crop substitu-
tion, have been introduced on & sustained basis, The hill farmers go on as befare,

Mo=Man's Land

But if the productiom of oplum is primitive, the trade - which is organized
-and controlled by outsiders - is highly organized and sophisticated, In this no=-
man's lsnd, caravans of burros, guarded by private armles squipped with modern
weapons and communicstions, carry it mainly to the Thai border, whers, 4n most
cagps, it movas onto the world market,

During the journey inside Burma, bet®les are fought by rival gange of Shauns,
Chinese and others for control of the trade. Thus, the wars in Shan State Bre
nighly complex: M‘i times they're between the government snd the insurgents, the
governmsnt and the illegal traders, the insurgents and the illegal traders , and
most of all , between the traders themselves, Mean-while, the farmers hav¥e no say
and no control,

Knowing sll this, the visiting U.5. Congressmen said in their 1984  report
that " effsctive phasing out of opium production is not sesn as schievable until
such time ss the problem of insurgency can be ended, " The delegation felt, how-
ever, that because of Burma's uhuntd.m under the U.N.Single Coavention on Nar-
cotic Drugs of 1953, it might be interested in md.ltmﬂml assistance ud,
if that were the caes, mmtmmmhmm.mtnm asaie-
tance also might produce the side effect of weakening the insurgency. dnd LE 4
that's the case, the committee said, " so be 1t."



Thus, the U.5. was well awass of the complexity of Burmese politics, EHEIE

the name of narcotic suppression wies willing to become involved in domestic poli-
ties.

It is ironle that the V.5, chose tole time and meann becumuse for years, the
minorities in Burms unsuccessfully sought American assistance and recognitica of
their etruggles for democracy and self-determinstion.

ihat we oso fn the end im the U.5, involved in the war agsinst opium - and
the U.5, teking the side of the Burmese government in its fight against ite own
gitizens. Clearly, tha U.5. owea its cltizens and the world some answers.If the
herbicide 2,4=D 15 atill coneidered s danger in America, how can we justify giv-
ing it to Burma, knowing for what use it was intended? The U.5. lmew it would be
usgd in a war zone and that farmers couln!t be properly warned.

Hollow Words

Doss the war mgainst nercotics, however important, Jjustify istrusion into
the internal politics of Burmas by Jjoining sidea with the government against its
opponents?

Pregidsnt Beagan told Congress in March thut among the four gosls fundamen-
tal in our postwar foreign policy was our recolve to defend and advance the cause
of demoeracy, fresdom and human pighte throughtout the world, How  hollow these
words ring whon American herbicides fsll on Burma's hill farmers and political
insurgentsa.

The civil wars and the inourgent problem must be resolved befors continuous
and effsctive government can cotia to the hillse of Burma.

The delegation of congressmen wak undware thst the minorities political or-
ganizations want to settle their differences peacefully through negotistions.They
want an end to Burman dominance mnd ome=-party suthoritarian rule. They fight for
a political system that will guarantes local autonmomy ond rule by thelr own les-
ders, The politicsl insurgents generally are oprosed to oplum and belleve that it
can be eliminated through crop substitution once the political wars end and the
nation unites to help the hill farmers by bringing economic and social change %to
them,

The U.5. ought to halt the distribution of herbicide 2,4-D, step Its use
against defsnceless farmers and instead offer help to the pecple of Burma so0 they
can resolve their political differences peacsfully.
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