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Resisting the regime

Aswe go to print, the Burmese government continuesto force Karen villagers
from their homes. In the north of the state as many as 18,000 have been made
homeless and hundreds of villages have been destroyed.

These people are now at great risk from malaria, worm infestations, dysentery
and dengue fever. Schools have been destroyed, smashing the future hopes of
many children. Their crime—being Karen and refusing to obey Burmese army
ordersto forcerelocate. The Burmese government continuesto ignore callsfor
it to stop its homicidal attacks on the Karen and other ethnic Burmese people.
Burmasrecord onjust about anything isappalling.

The pariah government of Burmatopsyet another international blacklist—this
time one compiled by theinter-governmental Financia Action Task Force set up
to tackle money laundering and terrorism financing.

Corruptionin Burmaisrampant at every level of government. Children haveto
pay for their education at every step —for books, for application formsand even
for tuition.

TheWorld Health Organisation ranks Burma's health care system astheworlds
second worst after Sierra Leone. A third of children under five suffer severe
malnutrition. Burmais still the world's second biggest producer of opium and
thelargest manufacturer of amphetamine-type stimulants.

The regime has jailed more than 1,000 political prisoners. NLD leader, Aung
San Suu Kyi, is still under house arrest — her crime— Burmese people like her.

TheUSanditsalliesand the UN have sent troopsto combat dictatorsand armed
militiasin Bosina, Serbia, Somalia, the Congo, Darfur and Irag—just to name
some—but haveleft Burmasmilitary dictatorship off their intervention agenda.
Why?

Burma's human rights record should be motivation enough for the UN Security
Council to take immediate action. If Burmaisto be freed it needs not only the
intervention of the UN but the Burmese people must keep resisting the military
despots attempts to control them.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

I f you want to find out how you can help internally dis-
placed Karen people: email kidpc@cscoms.com -
hlahenry@hotmail.com or writeto CIDKP, PO Box 22,
Mae Sot, Tak 63110, Thailand.
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EDUCATION
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Burmese army has Karen schools N |ts S|ghts

Accordingtoareport by the Thai BurmaBorder Consortium
(TBBC) thereare asmany as 150,000 displaced peoplein
Karen State. Many of these people have been forced to
abandon their villagesand now livein basicjungle homes
withfew amenitiesor services.

Saw Benny from the Karen Education Department (KED)
saysthelatest Burmesearmy offensivein northern Karen
State hasforced many schoolsto closein spite of the Karen
peoples determination to havetheir children educated.
Theincreased military operationsin early 2006, especialy
in Doo The Htoo District (Thaton), Taw Oo District
(Taungoo), Kler LweeHtoo Didtrict (Nyaunglebin) and Mu
Traw Didrict (PaPun) aresointensive, thousandsof sudents
have been forced out of schoal.

Saw Benny saysparentseither moveor sendtheir children
to the Thai-Burmaborder hoping their children can get a
better and higher education.

“Many displaced studentswant tolearn, but they haveless
chance because they are constantly forced to be on the
move. The schools haveto moveto another hiding place
after been set upin oneplacefor many years. Children have
to helptheir parentsfarmor carefor younger siblings. This
isatragedy for Karen childrenwho can’t study.”

Getting an education inthese circumstancesisdifficult, but
Karenvillagersaredetermined that their children aregiven
achance.

Saw Benny saysin 2005 therewere 855 schoolsin seven
brigadesfor internaly displaced people.

“ Student numbers reached 48,855 and were taught by
2,266 teachers. Our people want schools. Our children
want to learn but many obstaclesare placed intheir way.
Now Karen studentsare not allowed to learn their own
languages.”

Saw Benny explainsthat schoolsat Htee KyaRaand Htee
wah Blaw in Pa-an District are under the control of the
State Peace and Development Council (SPDC) and
curriculums introduced by the government are al in
Burmese.

“Tobeabletolearn their own Karen languages students
haveto pay for expensive school materialsand pay taxes
and bribesto authoritiesand officials.”

According to Saw Benny, Karen parentsnot satisfied with
thequality of educationinside Burmatry tofind away for
their children to get abetter education.

“For educationin Karen Stateto improve and to include
higher grades, KED workerswill set up aschool for teacher
training and provide much needed school materias.”

Saw Benny, a proud advocate of promoting education
among his people saysthat oneday, hehopesKaren people
will be ableto have accessto schoolsand universitiesas
enjoyed by most other nationdlities.
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Karen villagers who hide in jungle hideouts do it to avoid
Burmesearmy soldiersand to try to remainin their traditional
lands. Many villagers have had their homes destroyed, their
spouses arrested, crops burnt and animalskilled and still they
refuse to leave their traditional lands.

The army has issued relocation orders and taken people as
forced labourers. To resist and to refuse to obey these orders
is often ajail or a death sentence.

Villagerstaketo the hills and jungles and become refugeesin
their own country. They set up schools, clinics and makeshift
villages. They livein fear of Burmese army attacks.

Naw Iris who works with the Committee for Internally
Displaced Person (CIDKP) says.

“For IDP's to be able to get relief they rely on help from the
Committee for Internally Displaced Karen People (CIDKP),
Karen Office of Relief and Development (KORD), Karen
Education Department and Health and Welfare Departments.
Naw Iris says people get one tin of rice (16 kgs) per person
per month.“ Before they used to receiverationsfor two months
but now they get it for three months.

Naw Iris says the main difference between an IDP in Burma
and refugeesin Thailand is security.

“Refugees in camps get secure shelter. IDPs are at the mercy
of the weather and Burmese army attacks. This makesit hard

Rstl n thé ene_myﬁ

to get food and medicine to them as they have to keep
changing their hideouts.”

Naw Iris says refugees get rice, salt, fish paste, chili,
cooking oil and beans, IDP's rely on rice as their main
food.

“With minimum protein and no salt, peopl€e's immune
systems become weak and they contract disease easily.”
Naw Aye Paw isfrom Mon Township, Nyaunglebin district
inisone of 540,000 IDP'sliving roughin Eastern Burma.
“When we ran, three pregnant women who had just given
birth ran with us. One of them had to be carried. When
we stopped we could not make afire because the Burmese
soldiers were close to us. We could not get help for the
woman and she died.”

Naw Aye Paw says Burmese soldiers enter villages and
burn, loot and force people out of their homes.
“Villagersliving inthejungle, especially children andthe
old people get malaria, dengue fever and other ailments.
It is hard to get them to a clinic as there are many army
checkpoints.”

Naw Aye Paw says as a displaced person she wants the
Burmese army to honour the ceasefire and stop taking
villagers by force to work for them.

“It'stime we IDP's went home to our villages.”
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LANDMINES

Landmines have no friends

Burma isoneof theworst countriesintheworldfor landmine
use. Nineout of 14 statesand provincesin Burmaaresown
with landmines, making large swathesof land worthlessfor
cultivation andkilling and maiming thousandsof people. As
aresult, many people have lost their lives and suffered
horrendous, disablingwounds.

A MineRisk Education programmed run by DCA and the
Committeefor Internally Displaced K aren People taught
trainersto teach villagers about the dangers of landmines
and other unexploded ordinances.

Students learnt how to use Global Positioning Systems
(GPS), how to draw maps and first aid in case of an
emergency. They asolearnt how to writefield reportsas
well asdocument minevictim cases.

Assoon asthetraining finished, the 20 traineestook their
new killsintothefield. Margie, atrainee, wentto Doo Playa
and Hpa-an districtsand told Inside News.
“Weinstructed villagersnot to touch landmines. Many are
not sure what to with mines. We told them not to collect
minesor unexploded ordinancesfor scrap meta or to make
toolsfrom.”

Margiesayssomevillagershave tried tocatchfishor animas
by usngmines.

“Minesare unpredictable, they'reminebuilt withadevice
that causesit to explode at the dightest touch. We showed
villagersthat if they know that landminesare planted intheir
areathey should makewarningsigns.”

Margie says even in conflicts, the needs of the civilian
popul ation need to be considered.

“Taking timeto plan warnings actions paysdividends. Our
group went to six villages—Bah Htar, Noe poe, Htee moo
Hta, Mai KaNai and ThaBlu Kho Khee. Asmany as450
local peopleattended the minerisk education.”
Margiesaysland minesare planted either by Burmesearmy
soldiersor the Karenarmy. But she saysthereisadifference
intheway both sidesusethem.

“When the Karen army uselandminesthey |et the people
know about it. They warn the peoplenot to goto theplaces.
Thenumber of peoplekilled or wounded by Karenlandmines
isfew. The Burmesearmy uselandminesagainst the people
inricepaddiesand onvillage paths.”

Mae Tao Clinic treated 10 mine casualties between April
2005 and April 2006 says Saw Billy Htoo, amedic at the
Clinic. Handicap International reported 53 minescasudties
on the Thai Burma between January 2004 and February
2005. Thetotal number of minevictimsor survivorsin Burma
remainsunknown.




RESISTING

Lifeon therun

Many Karen familiesare shattered when Burmese soldiers
attack their villages. Toavoid getting killed, tortured or raped
peopleruntothejungle. Oftenfamiliesaresplit upinthechaos.
Familieslosefathersto thearmy asforced labourers- some
don’t survivethe beatings or the heavy workloads. Inside
News spoketo survivorswho recently survived an arduous
trek of uptoamonthtoreach safety onthe Thai Burmaborder.
Naw Han Ku Paw, 28 waswidowed in 2003. She hasthree
children and now lives at Mae RaMoe, refugee campin
Thailand. Shefeelsshehasno oneto turnto for hel p except
the Karen elderswho run the camp. Her parentsdied when
shewasachild and Burmese government soldierskilled her
husband.

“Thesoldiersasked my husband to guidethemthroughjungle
paths. They also forced himto carry heavy loads. When he
returned home hewas sick from the beatings. He vomited,
threw up blood and died the next day.”

Naw Hay Nay Tha, 30, isa so widowed and hasthree
childrenandisliving at the new internally displaced
persons camp, Ei Tu Htaon the Burmese side of the
SdweenRiver.

ShesaysBurmese soldierstortured peoplein her village.
“Noonedaredtoliveinthevillage. Werantothejungle.
My husband was sick and died in the jungle without
medicine”

Naw Hay Nay Thacriesand says she does hot know
what to do.

“I havethree children and another dueinamonth. I will
have problemsinthefuture. | know | haveto endure
thehardshipintheworld. | am unfortunate.”

Theback breaking forced labour isnot only for men,
but women and children are al so used.

Many thousands of villagershavefled Karen Statein
recent months as the Burmese army has increased

...seepage’/
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RESISTING

attacksinthearea. Hundredsof villageshavebeen destroyed
and | ooted forcing asmany as 18,000 villagerstoleavetheir
property behind and try to crossto Thailand to avoid the
Burmesesoldiers.

Saw Kler Say, 35 from Klaw Hta, PaPun district said that
he had to takerefugein Mae RaM oe camp because soldiers
burnt, beat and demanded money from villagers. Totravel
from village to village people had to pay 500kyat for
documents.

“When the Burmese soldierscameto our villagethey ordered
usto supply them with pigs, chickensand money, if we had
no money we had to be[unpaid] porters.”

Naw Han Ku Paw said the soldiersforced peopleto leave
thevillageand rel ocate to other aress.

Naw Han Ku Paw’ sthree children go to school, but without
her husband’ shelp shefound it difficult to buy them clothes
booksand pencilsfor school.

“We could not afford for thekidsto study asour daily food
wasour priority. You get eight milk cansof ricefor awhole
day work, my children couldn’t have sdit, fish pasteor curry.”
Naw Han Ku Paw’ sfound work gardening and picking betel
nuts, but not everyday.

“School isexpensive, | could not affordit. We should
not ask our kidsto work but we haveto do so.”

In 2005, one of Naw Han Ku Paw’s children died
from disease because of alack of money to send the
child to hospital. She says Burmese soldiers even
prevented villagers looking for herbsto help treat
sckness.

“Itisterrible, if the Burmese soldiers suspected that
wecarried herbsor medicinesthey arrested us.”

A medicat theclinicinMaeRaMoesaid maariaand
dysentery are the main diseases the people haveto
contend withonthe Thai Burmaborder.

Saw TaNer, (not hisreal name) says.

“There are many more refugeeswho would like to
enter the camp. But for now, there is not any
accommodation, rice, fish paste for them — it'sa
problemfor all of us.”

Onthe Burmaside of the Salween River, Naw Hay
Nay Tha, isgetting ready for the birth of her fourth
baby. The camp leaders have supplied her with ahut,
potsand akettle.

“My lifeisnow hard, but | have Karen around me
whowill help.”




CEASEFIRE
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Mission to Destroy

Hundreds of battered Karen villagers are fleeing to
the Thai border following Burmese army attacks against
them in Eastern Burma. Phil Thornton reports from
Karen State.

Naw Sha Paw, 60, is bruised, tired and fed up. Sheisone
of the 900 Karen villagers hiding from the Burmese army
in a makeshift camp on the edges of the border between
Burma and Thailand. She's frail and in need of more
medical help than ayoung Karen medic can offer.

“1 walked more than one month to get here. My whole
body aches. | only had my two legs to get me here. I've
got chest pains, legs pains and I’'ve had dizzy spells for
more than a week.”

Naw Sha Paw is angry. Just over a month ago she had
her six grown-up children around her and her beetle nut
garden to enjoy.

“1 had asmall, piece of land. | could grow what | needed.
The Burmese soldiers came and cut down my fruit and
nut trees. They were more than 12 years old and in five
minutes they were all gone.”

Thisisnot thefirst time Naw ShaPaw hasfelt the brutality
of the Burmese regime. In 2001 they came for her
husband. Remembering makes her thin body shake. She
stopstalking, swallows hard and fingers grey hair strands
off her face. Naw Sha Paw faceisamap of her pain. It's

can’t be easy telling astranger how soldierstook her husband.
“They tortured him. They tied alog to hisback and put himin
theriver until hedied. | cried for seven days, | till do. | miss
him, but what can | do. These men are not brave. They're
dangerous like cobras. They can’t be trusted.”

Naw Sha Paw says the soldiers smashed her home and
thrashed her land.

“We grew fruit trees, mango, banana, jackfruit and beetle
nuts. We caused no harm, we're villagers. | don’t know why
they hate us, but they do. We stayed in our village, but still
they kill us.”

Rain clouds darken the sky, an ominouswarning to theyoung
medics and camp workers that the monsoon is close. Heavy
rains will bring additional problems to these hurt people.
Getting into the camp from theriver is now akilometer hike
up anarrow ankle deep stream. Inamonth it will bearaging
monster capable of drowning children and adults alike.
Meanwhile, clinics, huts, latrines and walkways need to be
built and everything has to be carried in. In a makeshift hut
that’s as much bamboo as it is blue plastic sheeting, senior
backpack medic, and emergency careworker from the Karen
Health Department, Hsernai Moo, declaresthe people'splight
amedical emergency.

“We have nearly 100 cases of malaria, women and children
are malnourished, and diarrhea is a big problem, as is

8 IDPABINEWS 8
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dysentery. Many of the children haveworms. They’ve
been on the run for months eating what they could
scavenge from the jungle.”

A feeble cry from a sick baby distracts Hsernai Moo.
He walksto a small bamboo platform and bends over
asmall child being fanned by the mother. He checks
the 1V bottle tied to a bamboo pole and says the child
has meningitis.

“She’s serioudly ill, but she will survive. Our people
urgently need security, I'm afraid for their future
welfare.”

Hsernai Moo isworried the Burmese army will attack
the camp in attempt to stop the people telling their
storiesto the outside world.

“We're caught here between two Burmese army
camps. Soldiers are only a two hour walk from here
and there’s more people on their way to us.”

Hsernai Moo’s concernsarereal. International human
rights groups classified these latest Burmese army
attacks on Karen villagers as the worst since 1997. A
report on internal displacement by the Thai Burma
Border Consortium states that as many as 540,000
people in Eastern Burma have been displaced by war
or human rightsabuses. Another 155,000 peoplelivein
refugee camps along the Thai Burma border. KNU
general secretary, Pado Manh Sha says the attacks
have violated the verbal ceasefire agreement between
the KNU and the regime.

“We're angry, we want peace, but not at the cost of
justice for our people. These attacks are against
civiliansnot Karen soldiers. They havetotal disregard
for international law.”

Mahn Sha says the latest offensive are part of the
Burmese army’s‘ Four Cuts' (Pya Ley Pya) campaign
used against the Karen since 1969 to cut off food,
money, information and recruits to the KNU.

“They kill, burn and torture our people. Itisascorched
earth policy where villagers are forced from their
homes, their villages landmined and they’re shot on
sight if they go back.”

Mahn Shasayswhole districtsin Eastern Burmahave
been locked down. Villagers cannot get in or out to
tend their crops or buy supplies.

Thailand, separated from Burma by the dark waters
of the Salween River, could be on different planets,
the gulf between them is so stark. Burma’s education
and health system was once the envy of itsneighbours,
but decades of military rule and corruption has driven
itinto theground.

Small Thai border towns, glitter with consumer goods
in comparison to the paucity and drabness of its
Burmese counterparts. Thailand’s infrastructure,

education and health care systems are beyond comparison with
Burma where dirt tracks now pass as roads.

Meanwhile back in the camp a few small boxes of donations
arrive. They are listed in a schoolchild’s exercise book: “two
hammers; spirit level; three hatchets, 20 kilos of nails, one shovel,
100 mosquito nets, 80 mats”.

Men hurry to build a new clinic and delivery room before the
heavy rains start. | nside the bamboo and plastic sheet room that
is now the birthing ward Naw Kwe La Paw (Flower of Hope)
proudly cradles her newborn baby, Naw Htee Wah Paw (White
Water Flower) and tells of thejourney shetook with 300 hundred
other villagers.

“I1t took usthree monthsto get here. We walked mainly at night,
we had to wait up to 24 hours to cross roads guarded by the
soldiers. It was hard. My hands, knees and feet still hurt. | was
worried about my two children. They were sick with diarrhea
and dysentery. They had fevers and we had no medicineto give
them.”

Naw Kwe LaPaw says staying in her village was not an option.
“They stoleour chickens, pigsand burnt down thevillage. They
stole our paddy [rice]. If we didn’t have the help of the Karen
army we'd be lost. They took care of us.”

And if the negative results from recent international pressure
from alliances on theregime, such asASEAN, isanything to go
by it may be some time before the Karen of Burma can expect
any relief other than what their own people can offer.
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FORCEDLABOR
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New rules --- same old orders

In spite of Burmese government deniasto the contrary,
the Federation Trade Union of Karen (FTUK) has
documented evidenceof increased casesof forced labour
sincethe Burmese government moved itsheadquarters
from Rangoon to Pyimanain January 2006.

The FTUK say many Karen villagersin Taungoo and
Nyaunglebin districtsareforced to do unpaid work for
the Burmese army. Forced labour tasksincludecarrying
military supplies, building roads and bridges, clearing
landmines and cutting bamboo and wood for the
construction of army camps.

Theunion clamsthat villagesareforcibly relocated to
concentration campsweregovernment troopscan strictly
control people.

“Currently one of the biggest concentration campsis
Taike-Tu camp in the Kyauk-Kyi Township in
Nyaunglebindigtrict. Over 700 familieswereinvolved -
an estimated 7000 people.

The FTUK saysthearmy’sobjectiveisto control the
peoplein Kyauk-Kyi areaand to stop contact between
villagersand theKaren Nationa Union.”
Theunionnamed Mgor Zaw Tun astheofficerincharge
of Light Infantry Brigades (L1B) 439 and 351 that
relocated villagersto Taike-Tu between April and May,
2006.

TheFTUK damsvillagersweretold to say that theKNU
ordered therel ocation and not the Burmese army.
“Every house had to dismantled and transported along
withal their possessionsto the new location by oxcarts
withinamonth. Itisbelieved that these actionswereto
cut the communi cation between KNU and the Karen
people. But churches, Buddhi st templesand government
schoolswerenot alowed to be moved.”
Inamovedesgnedto causedivisontherdocated people
wereordered to set up their houseson farmsbelonging
toTake-Tuvillagers. Buttoadd insulttoinjury, villagers
wereforced to pay 15,000kyat to the military officers
ascompensation for theland.

FTUK saysthe military controlled all aspects of the
rel ocation --- position of lanesand housing stesand the
restricted size of thehousing blocks.

“Under orders, familieswere madeto construct lanes
and rebuild their houses, plant bananas and castor oil
plants. Familieswererequired to buy atoilet fromthe
military officersfor 3000 kyat for each housing block.”

Theunion saysasign at theentranceto thenew villagereads:
‘WARM WELCOME TOTAIKE-TU DEVELOPMENT
VILLAGE'.

“Villagershbuilt two schoolsbut themilitary saffed the schools
with government teachersand will only teach thegovernment
curriculum. Karen subjectsareforbidden. Villagersweredso
orderedto build aclinic but thereisno medicineor staff torun
it. Therelocation site hasno water supply and villagersare
forced to dig wellsto find water and buy hand pumpsfrom
army officers. To date, no suitable drinking water hasbeen
found asyet.”

The FTUK saysvillagers have been forced to construct a
road from Taike-Tuto Kyauk-Kyi, adistance of seven miles,
for thearmy.

“Thegovernment hassupplied nothing. Thereareonly afew
smdll shopsin the camp with supplieslimited to betel nut and
asmall rangeof fruit and vegetables. Towork their old farms
villagershaveto makeadaily trip of threeto four miles. They
a so need to buy from thearmy officersaweekly passcosting
1000 kyat.”

Theunionsaysvillagershaveto get permissionfor any form
of travel. Work and food gathering are only permitted during
daylight hoursand they must remain under curfew inthecamp
every night.

Burmese army force 850 villagers to porter
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Walk of fear
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Naw Paw Gay, 50, isfrom Taungoo District and sayssheis
an ordinary woman who enjoyed her work in aplantation
beforethe Burmesearmy attacked her village.

"The Burmese army arrested me, three of my cousinsand
oneof my sons. Weweren't questioned. They just put usin
prisonfor six months. Wewerelocked upinadark cell and
didn't seeany light. Wedidn't do anything to deservethis.”
Naw Paw Gay saysin prison shewasn't alone.
“Therewere many other ethnic people. Hundreds of people,
without any wrongdoing, werearrested and put in prison.”
Whileinjail Naw Paw Gay worried about her sons, daughters
andgrandchildren.

"I thought therewould be no oneto feed them or take care
of them”.

Naw Paw Gay thinks that the Burmese army may have
suspected that she had contact with her brother in Thailand
and that'swhy shewas put in prison.

"My son, Saw Pha Nu was put in prison and was beaten
and tortured by the soldiers. Hedied from hisinjuriesthree
monthsafter hisrelease.

Naw Paw Gay’shusband died six yearsago and shehad to
work very hard to earn living. During the recent military
offensvethe Burmesearmy restricted villagersmovements,
burnt houses, destroyed cooking potsand killed animals.

Naw Paw Gay saysintheend shecouldn’t stay and had
tofleeto border for safety. Sheisnow livingin Ei TuHta
camp onthe Burmese side of the Slween River.
Thejourney to the border wasfraught with danger.
Naw Paw Gay's aunt and uncle were caught and shot
dead by the Burmese soldierswhilethey were gathering
vegetablesintheforest.

“I heard the scream of my aunt after the shooting but not
my uncle. My uncle couldn't make any sound, after he
was shot hewent silent.”

Naw Paw Gay resisted the Burmesearmy aslong asshe
could.

“They oppressesusand try to eliminateall our people.
My husband was beaten until helost al histeeth. The
Burmese soldierstied hisarmsbehind him and punched
himto death.”

It took Naw Paw Gay two weekstowalk to Ei Tu Hta
from her village. She cametogether with 17 people.
“We caught colds, fever and malaria. We hadtowalk at
night toavoidtheBurmesearmy. If they saw usthey would
arrest us, tortureusandkill us'.

11 IDPEINEWS 11



PROFILE

Name- Saw Lah Say

Age- 18 yearsold

Parents- Naw Saw Wah and Saw Moo Say

Saw Lah Say wasbornat Au Pot KheevillageinKaren
State. He hasfive brothers and he is the youngest.
His parent's are hill farmers. When hewasfive his
mother sent himto school, but it did not last long as
Burmesetroopsattacked hisvillage and they had to
liveinajungle hideout.

Although Saw Lah Say livedin ajungle he continued
to study until he reached fourth standard. He then
went to Nyaunglebin to complete fifth standard.
After that hewent to Panar WaKwee.
Burmesetroops cameto hisvillage and opened fire
killing hisolder brother and hisfriend. Twovillagers
were aso wounded. Villagers scattered in different
directions.

Saw Lah Say fled alone until he met with PaDoh
Naing Htoo who he stayed with for afew days.

wytytv>t.u
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With PaDoh Naing Htoo'shelp hefound hisfamily
who thought he had died inthe burning village.

A year later, thefamily realised that they could no
longer safely stay intheir villageand in May 2000
moved to Ban Salah Refugee Camp. Saw Lah Say
now had his chanceto attend school at nearby Mae
Rae Moo camp.

Currently heisstudying Ninth standard and hopes
to pass 10" standard next year. People asked him,
“don't you want to go abroad to school ?”

Saw Lah Say saysif he has an opportunity to go
abroad hewould liketo go and study there.

"I don't want to stay therefor ever. | don’'t want to
stay far away from my parents.”

He says that one day if his dream comes true, he
wouldliketo stay together with hisparentsand serve
the Karen people.

“1 will servemy peopleasmuch asl can.”

12 IDPMNEWS 12



HUMAN RIGHTS

"We want justice!”

The Burmesearmy lockdown in northern Karen State
has forced 18,000 villagers from their homes. The
army destroyed hundreds of homes, stole possessions,
killed livestock and burnt food stores. Soldiersland-
mined and booby-trapped homes, ricefidddsand village
paths. Roadswere blocked; preventing villagersfrom
tending to their crops, buying supplies or sending
childrento school. Familieswereleft withlittleoption,
but to take refuge in jungles or attempt the difficult
journey to the Thai border.

The Burmeseregimein an bizarre attempt to confuse
the situation and theinternational community blamed
the exodus on the Karen National Union. But nobody
bought the deceit. International media outlets sent
television crews and journalists to report on the
villagers' story.

The UN human rightsenvoy for Burma, Paulo Sergio
Pinheiro, urged the Burmeseregimeto “ urgently” stop
military operations against civilians in northern and
eastern Karen State.

Therespected newspaper , The Sydney Morning Herald
reported thefollowing.

“Two aggressivediversionary campaignsarenow being
waged by theregime. Amid the economic turmoail, the
juntaistargeting Aung San Suu Kyi’sNational League
for Democracy and the ethnic Karen National
Liberation Army, which has been fighting awar for
autonomy since 1947. Militarily, in the past month it
has burnt Karen ethnic minority villages, blocked food
suppliesinto the mountain villages east of Pyinmana,
beheaded at |east onevillager, and driven thousands
of new refugeestojointhose aready in campsonthe
Thai border and other neighbouring countries.”

In spite of the international condemnation it was
businessasusud for theregime. They continueto wage
war against the ethnic people of Burma.

TheKNU general secretary Pado Mahn Shatold Inside
News that the Karen people want the international
community to intervene and to push the regime to a
genuine peace for the people of Burma.

Pado Mahn Sha

“Wewant justice, wewant unity and wewant peece.”
Mahn Sha says the military dictatorship targets
civilians.

“They attack innocent villagers, these people are
civiliansnot soldiers. They [Burmese army] know
they’ rebreaking international laws, but don’t care.
They’ rekilling and torturing our people.”

Mahn Shaclaimsthetime of dictatorsisover.
“Weliveinthe 21 century, it'stimethese Burmese
generals made a genuine peace with the people.
But we still need strong pressure from the
international community to free the people of
Burma.”

Inside Burma: fear and repression
16,000 forced from homes as generals try to
annihilate resistance

Tuesday May 23, 2006

The forces are...trying to eliminate the KNLA

by starving it of money, food and recruits
through the systematic razing of all Karen
villages in the predominantly highland areas
they do not control.”

--- The Guardian (UK)
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HAVE YOUR SAY wylyvE. unfmtup.

VWhat the

"Therainy season makesit difficult, but wewill doit step by step.
WEe've built aclinic, dug latrines, built astoreroom and putin
; ! . ’ water pipes. Many women are pregnant. We've had some

My peoplearein danger, of coursel’mhappy to] - igearriages. We need morevitamins and fresh food. We have

SIVe. Wedl hopet,hat oneday thiswill topand| e from many religionshere, it'sno problemwe real ethnic
we Il have peace. I’m acarpenter and farmgr. I people.” - Saw Peter, Ei Tu Htaheadman.
build boatsthat you see on the Salween. Theriver

ismy life—I’mariver man. Beforel wasforcedto
becomearefugee| farmed. Sometimeswhat the
army doesto people scaresme.” - Saw Bi

|
"| went to thejungleto find vegetableswith my friends. Weran
into anarmy patrol. Weran away and they shot me. | can’t use,
“I'm worn out. | came here with my five |my hand, myfingersarelocked (thebullet severed nervesinthe
grandchildren. I’'vebeenan |DPall my life. Werun |armthat preventshim from opening and closing hisfingers). |
timeandtimeagain.” had to run away totheborder. If the sol diershad seen my wound
Naw Bway Hto, aged 60. they would say | wasaKaren soldier.” - Saw Ladi
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HAVE YOUR SAY

Deople say

“1t took usthree monthsto get here. It was
ahardwalk. Therewere 300 in our group.
We carried rice with us, and alittle bit of
salt. We couldn’t carry much. We collected
vegetablesin thejungle. Weworried about
landmines. My children were sick. |
worried. We got help fromaKNU medic,
but they could only do so much as many
peopleweresick.”

- Naw Kwe LaPaw

v N,

“I’vebeenanursealongtime. Our peopledon’t have
much. These peopledon’t hurt anybody. All they want
isapeaceful lifeand to carefor their children. It's
important we serve our community, but weonly have
alittlemedicine.” - Naw Thet Paw (not in photo)

“Those who had enough food hidden away [for ayear]
stayed behind. Last year the Burmese army destroyed
our rice crop and stole our rice store. They destroyed
my plantations. If they left us alone we' d have enough
food, we could after ourselves. They’ redangerouslikea
cobra...they can’t betrusted. | don’t know why they hate
us, but they do.” - Naw Sha Paw, aged 60.
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REFUGEES

Report callsfor increased aid to Burma

Wwytytv>t. ur ¥ tup.

A new report released by RefugeesInternational calls
(RI) for outsdeadto Burmato beincreased. Thereport,
Ending the Waiting Game: Strategiesfor Responding
to Internally Displaced People[in Burma)] arguesthat
the“ crigsisBurmahasreached apoint wheredisplaced
peopleand other vulnerable popul ations simply cannot
wait any longer for outside assistance.”
Flyinginthefaceof oppostiontolifting sanctionstheRl
report clamsUS sanctionsagainst the Burmeseregime
prohibit thedeivery of much needed humanitarian help.
Author of thereport and advocatefor Ri KavitaShukla
says.

“The Burmese people simply cannot wait for acivilian
government to beput into power beforethe outsdeworld
comestothelir aid. Itisunconscionableto sit back and
watch their plight without taking concrete measuresto
helpthem.”

In August 2005, the Global Fund to fight AIDS,
Tuberculossand Malariaterminated itsfunding grants,
totaling US$98.4 millionto Burmasaying that theregime
made it impossible to deliver aid to the people who
neededit.

Other humanitarian groupstrying to work in Burma
quickly followed Globa Fundslead. They included MSF
France who in December 2005 claimed restrictions
imposed by the regime had denied their staff accessto
villages. And the International Committee of the Red
Crossannounced on 27 February 2006 that theregime
had closed downitsprisonvisits.

Ms. Shukla says Refugees International does not
“condonetheregimesbrutal policies’ but are pushing
for action that will hel p the Burmese people.
“Thegovernment of Burmaisclearly not fulfillingits
respong bility to protect and support itsown citizens, but
theworld at large can respond to their needs without
propping uptheregime.”

Director of theindependent Karen Human Rights Group
(KHRG) Kevin Heppner saysUS sanctionsdon’t stop
humanitarianaid.

“It blocksinfrastructure and investment, both of these
aretied to land confiscation, forced labour and other
abuses. Previous infrastructure aid has increased
militarization, massrel ocation and forced labour.”
Heppener saysRI’sreport isadvocating giving aid to
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groupsoperating with and in areas controlled by the SPDC.
“Inredity theseagencieshaveno accessto displaced people
inethnic areas. If they claim they arethe most appropriate
agenciesto help these peopleit’salie. They have no access
andthey only way they’ll getitisif the SPDC bring these
people under their [SPDC] contral.”

Heppner makesthe point that by giving aid to groupsworking
in Burmait can only be used by complying with theregime
andtheir overal strategies.

“Peoplearedisplaced in Burmabecausethey don’t want to
live under SPDC control. It'samistake to think you can
comeinwithadaspart of SPDC palitical control of aregion
andactudly hdp peoplewho areactively evadingtheregime's
control.”

Heppner explainsthat themain conflictisnot betweenwarring
armed groupsAnd the regime, but between the SPDC who
want to control thedalily lives of every Burmese personand
segmentsof the popul ation who refuseto be controlled.
“Thesepeoplewant tolivetheir ownlivesfreeof theregime's
control. The peoplearenot fleeing fighting they’ refleeing
human rights abuses and forced | abour done unto them by
theregime.”
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HEALTH

Caring for the people

Senior backpack medic, and emergency careworker from
the Karen Health Department, Hsernai Moo, says the
people’s plight under other circumstances would be
classified asamedica emergency.

“We have 80 percent suspected cases of malaria, women

and children are malnourished from thetrek to get here. |

Diarrhea and dysentery are big problem. Many of the

children haveworms. They’ vebeen ontherunfor months &

eating what they could scavengefromthejungle.”

Hsernai Moo has been amedic for many yearsand says
only peacewill stop Burma'smedical crisis.
“TheBurmese government spendsnearly half of itsbudget
onitsmilitary and lessthan a$1 per person on health and
education.”

What Hsernai Moo says about Burma'shealth systemis _L'I

supported by many international reports.
TheWorld Hedl th Organi sation hasranked Burma 190 out

of 191 countries, only SierraL.eonehasaworst hedlthcare |-

sysem.

International health organi zationsare dismayed at thelack
of concern shown by Burma's military government to the
life threatening diseases plaguing the country. A third of
childrenunder fivesuffer saveremanutrition. Mdaria, HIV/
AIDS, TB and malnutrition are now at epidemic levels.
Burma sinternational neighboursarea so concerned about
theregime’slack of planning in regard to these diseases
andtoAvianinfluenza(birdflu).

Hedth careand planningisalow priority for thegovernment,
laboratories have been under funded and resourced and
areincapable of coping with any disease outbreaks.

Hsernai Moo saysheisconcerned many of thechildren
areat risk from dysentery and diarrhea.

“We are working on emergency medical relief. We are
getting medicinefrom donors, but itisinconsistent. These
peopl e need security and care.”

Burma: U.N. Must Act to End Attackson Karen

"The U.N. Security Council must urgently respond to Burmese army attacks on ethnic
Karen civiliansthat have displaced morethan 10,000 villagers since November, Human
RightsWatch said today. Civilians seeking refugein Thailand have been placed at grave
risk by landmines planted by the Burmese army along the border.

“TheU.N. hasjust committed itself again to protecting civiliansat risk, and thousands of
Burmese arein urgent need of such help. Theatrocioussituationin Burmaisexactly the
kind of crisistheresolution wasdesigned to address. Without swift and decisive Security
Council action, the killings and abuses there will not stop.”

— Brad Adams, Asiadirector at Human Rights Watch (New York, May 3, 2006).
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Never rains, but floods

Sincethe wet season started the Salween River has
risen 20 feet. It has made getting into the Ei Tu Hta
camp difficult. Camp leader, Saw Peter says.
“Themud makesit hard to movearound. Collecting
leavesfor roofing isimpossible now. Wewill have
to use plastic sheeting.

Peter says peoplefleeing the military attacksinthe
north of Karen State are still arriving.

“Another 55 people arrive in the last week. The
clinics full with people suffering respiratory
illnesses, malaria, dysentery and diarrhea.”

Peter saysthe hard trek to the border and the harsh
conditions have made it tough on pregnant women,
theyoung and the old.

“We' ve had three miscarriages — we're still trying
tofind out why.”

Peter says people have dug vegetable patches and
aregrowing food.

“We' re getting plenty of vegetablesbut proteinisa
problem, especially for the pregnant mumsand the
children. These kids need to been given general
vaccinations against tetanusand polio.”

Peter says getting clean drinking water to everyone
isalso aproblem.

“We need water tanksto catch rainwater for drinking,
but we are getting help fromlocal and international
donors.”

Protest against the regime

The US Campaign for Burma (USCB) called for an
Emergency Global Day of Actionon May 16th, 2006
demanding the UN Security Council endtheviolencein
Eastern Burma.

“Wecall on everyonewho believesin humanrightsto
organize protestsin front of Burmeseembassiesaround
theworld, and if you livein acity where thereisno
Burmese embassy, to organize ademonstration in front
of your national parliament or any federal buildings.
Demand an end to the destruction of innocent livesin
Eastern Burma”
— Reported by Democratic Voice of Burma(DVB).

&

Burmese Arm Baby
Killers Return to Papun

Inan effort to force out the Karen National Unioninthe
Papun District in Eastern Burma, the Burmese army has
launcheditslargest military offensive since 1997. Local
Karenvillagersfear thereturn of thenotoriousLight Infantry
Divisgon 77, respongblefor anumber of humanrightsabuses
and atrocitiesthat shocked theworldin 1997.

The current offensive against the Karen began in February
2006 and hasinvolved soldiersfrom Military Operations
Command 15. Theattacksonthe Karen villageshasforced
asmany as 16,000 peopleto hideinjunglesor seek refuge
aong the Salween River separating Burmafrom Thailand.
Aidworkersaongthe Thai border expect the numbers of
refugeesto increaseasmore Burmesearmy soldierscrack
down onvillagesintheBilin River region of Karen State.
Escaped Burmese army forced labourers, who recently
reached the border, told Inside News, that MOC 15
soldiersare boasting that they are about to beef up their
campaignswith reinforcementsfromLID 77 and LID 99.
According to reports by independent and international
human rightsgroups, in 1997 soldiersfromLID 77,ina
rampage of terror, burnt down numerousvillages, tortured
Karen peopleand threw babiesintofires.
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FREEDOM FIGHTERS

Protecting the people

Major Ei Tha'sfaceisgrim as he surveys the chaos of
looking after 970 Karen peopleforced from their homes
by theBurmesearmy.

“Thesearemy people. I'masoldier. Thereisonly somuch
we can take beforewewill retaliate.”

Maor Ei Thaisaveteran soldier with the Karen National
LiberationArmy (KNLA) and hasput hisown lifeat risk
many timesfor hispeople.

“There'sno ceasefire. We have averbal agreement but
they don’t respect it, they never did. Wedon't havethe
armsto go ontheoffensive; weuse our wegponsto defend
our people.”

Major Ei Thasaysthe Burmesearmy used the ceasefireto
try to bring the Karen people under the control of the
military.

“We could do nothing. We avoided confrontation, but now
If weseeour peopleforced from their homesand tortured,
wewill attack. They treat uslikeanimalsto be hunted.”
Major Ei Tha says the KNLA are renowned guerrilla
fightersand aremuch better at thistype of warfarethanthe
Burmese,

[e—

“They don’'t have the same moralereason to fight aswe
do. If we get permissionto attack, no problem, wecando
itanytime. We veset up aline, if they crossit wewill fight
them.”

Major Ei Thasayshe'syet to seeagood Burmese soldier.
“They attack unarmed women and children. They torture
the old. Soldiersshould not do this. They try to beat our
peopleinto submission, but wewon't surrender. If there's
only oneKaren soldier left wewill continueour struggle.”
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Don’t let our music die

PaDa, 16, washorn in Lu Pleh Township, Paian district northern
Karen State. He was forced from his home by the Burmese
army. PaDahasagift. He playsatraditional musical instrument
called the tanar (Karen mandolin). He plays whenever he has
free time. He has been playing the six string tanar for a few
years now and says.

“We don't have cassette players to listen to or television to
watch. | cannot read foreign books, as | understood none of
thelanguages. Instead | play my tanar in the quiet of thejungle
and it satisfies me.”

PaDahas no musical school tolearn at. Helearns by listening
and watching others playing. He says everyone has a different
style of playing so he has to adapt and create his own style.
"If you do not learn from someone, you can never play the
tanar, Pa Da says picking up his six string tanar.

Pa Da says when the Burmese soldier attacked his village he
could not take his beloved tanar with him.

“To run was enough. | put the tanar in the bushes and they
found it and destroyed it.”

Pa Dawants to play and sing professionally.

“1 would like to sing and become afamous singer one day, but
| am afraid no onewould careto listenif | wasasinger.”

Pa Da's enthusiasm for the tanar is rare among young Karen
says Saw Sain TinAye, aKaren elder living at Mae LaRefugee

Camp. Saw Sain Tin Aye, 70, is renown for his efforts to preserve
traditional Karen musical instrumentsand culture. He saysthat many
"sayings' are now lost because people are unaware of them or do
not know their meanings.

“1f welose too much of our cultureit will bedifficult to get it back.”
Karen elders like Saw Sain Tin Aye want to see their traditions
preserved as they have been important for his people for hundreds
of years.

“1 would like the next generation to maintain this hereditary. I'm
worried it will belost to future generations.”

One man determined to keep the music alive is Neh Neh, orginally
from Kyauk Pyavillage in Nyaw Lin Bin District, but now taking
refugein Ei Tu Htacamp on the Burmese side of the Salween River.
Neh Neh, 28, was driven from his home by Burmese soldiersin May
and says.

"When | ran, | had to hide my tanar in the jungle. If the Burmese
soldierssaw it, they would have destroyed my instrument. | have not
played music for two months. When | lived in our village | entertained
visitors and villagers with the music.”

Saw Neh Neh says he's desperate to |earn more about Karen music
and to develop and educate his community by playing music.
"Young people do not want to play tanar, but as| can play and now
have time to teach them, | can help. If our people do not learn and
preserve our cultureit will be lost forever.”




