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Theregimethat eatsit’sown

Burma's conflict is not between the regime and opposition political
parties or armed groups. It’s between military dictators attempting to impose
total control over thelivesof Burma scivilian population. In citiesthe peoples
show their opposition by taking active part in political dissent and with
noncompliance of laws. Inrural areas such as Karen State villagersresist by
fleeing to jungle hideouts, evading forced labour orders, disobeying forced
relocation and helping armed resistance fighters such as the Karen army in
their strugglefor afree democratic Burma. Inresponse, andto bring villagers
into line, the regime usesits soldiersto destroy villagers and farmlands. Any
form of resistance against its obsession with control is met with brute force.
Crops are burnt and villagers forced to work as slave labour. Burmese army
soldiers extort money, food and building materials from villagers. Teaching
ethnic languages in government schools is a crime. Fertile farming land is
destroyed and rendered usel ess asthe army buriesthousands of landminesinto
it. To maintain their control over citizens the regime uses the law to make
reading leafletsand joining political partiesanillegal act. It usesitsarmy and
police force to keep the people subservient. The ceasefire between the KNU
and the regime has done nothing to stop the Burmese army increasing their
activitiesagainst ordinary civilians. Theregimefearsthewill of the peopleand
inspiteof itsgreat military power cracksare starting to appear. Under pressure
from ASEAN members and constant condemnation by the international
community has created division. Inresponse, theregime hasstartedtoeat it's
own. Former head of Military Intelligence and Prime Minister, Kyin Nyunt, is
now under arrest and the shadow of adesth sentence. His supportersamong the
intelligence agencies must now count themselves as opposition. Recent
terrorists styled bomb blastsin Rangoon, that killed many people, aresaid to
be the work of former M| officers.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
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Researchers, from the International
CampagntoBanLandmines, esimate
1,500 peopleayear are blown up by
landminesin Burma. Theseshocking
statisticsdon’t show the many years
of trauma and suffering landmine
victims and their families have to
endure.

Pwe Paw had half his right leg
amputated after he stepped onamine
returning to his village after a hard
day’swork inhisricefields.

‘Inthe past Burmese soldiersforced
meto build roads, fences, clean their
huts and cut the grass around their
camp. Now I’ velost my leg to one of
their mines’

Pwe Paw says he now faces an
uncertainfuture.

‘I don’t know how | canfeed or work
for my family. | don’t know how I will
urvive!

=

Burmesearmy soldiersuselandmines
against villagers to control their
movements. The army, minesroads
and walkways used by civilians.
According to an Australian defence
studies expert, Andrew Selth, the
Burmese army has mined roadsand
tracksin and out of Thailand to stop
the flow of people and supplies
crossing theborder.

TheTha Royal Army hasestimated
about 70 percent of the2,041kilometre
border between Thailand and Burma
hasbeen mined.

Armed opposition groups also lay
mines, but according to a Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA)
officer their objectives are very
different fromthe Burmesearmy.
‘Weusethemto defend oursel vesand
Karenvillagersat risk fromattack from
Burmese soldiers. We can't afford to

i KNLA troopsclear Burmesearmy

landminesin Karen State

Burma'sdeadly crop

buy them, most of our mines are
homemade or arerecycled Burmese
army mines. Wearenot inafinancia

positionto usethemindiscriminately.’

Following a recent attack by the
Burmesearmy onaKNLA battalion
in Karen Statetheretreating soldiers
planted asmany as 60 new mines.

In Karen State men, women, children
and animals are at great risk from
seppingonmines Toaddtothisinsane
useof landmines, theDKBA, amilitia
gang amed by theregimeisnow using
mines to protect their commercial

logging and mining operations.
International groups opposed to the
use of landmines blame Burma's
military for making Burmese people
have the highest number of mine
casudtiesof any country intheworld.
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The killing goes on

Villager Saw PaThu Deeand his
young daughter, Naw Paw Heh,
were excited about going to the
jungle to gather mushrooms and
vegetables. Unknown to them,
Burmesearmy Light Infantry Bri-
gade 83 were patrolling in the
area. The soldiers caught father
and daughter and took them cap-
tive. After dapping Naw Paw Heh
around they let the terrified girl
go. Her father was tortured and
tied up. Hewastaken degpintothe
jungle, shot, strangled and his
throat cut. Naw Paw Hehran back
to the village, the gunshot echo-
ing behind her. Concerned villag-
ersasked her what happened to her
father. Next day they went to the
jungle to look for Saw Pa Thu
Dee'sbody. They found it trussed
with rope, they were too scared
to recover it asBurmese soldiers
usually booby trap bodies.

Naw Paw Heh said her father was
shot for picking vegetables.
'‘Burmese soldiers tortured my
father and hit me.'

Villagers, Saw Yaki and Kyaw Mey

Toewere also beaten by the same
soldiers.

‘The soldiers said we werein the
Kawthoolel (Karen) army. They
hit me so hard with their gunsand
fists. My teeth are loose and my
lip cut.'

The men were kept prisoner all

night. Kyaw Mey Toe said they
tried to strangle him.

"They used measaboxing bag and
| thought | would die when they
choked me.'

Death of aUnion Man

Burmese army soldiers beat Saw
Thoo Di, 52, acommittee member
of the Karen Agriculture Workers
Union (KAWU) to death on 28
April at Nah Htee Kya-Inn
Township, Karen State.

Saw Thoo Di was part of aunion
delegation planning May Day
celebrationsinthedigrict.

Just before he was due at a union
meeting he went to the forest to dig
for tubersand vegetableswith his14-

year-old daughter. Soldiersof Light
Infantry Brigade 83 stopped them. The
soldiers released his daughter but
continued to interrogate and torture
Saw Thoo Di tryingto get himtoadmit
hewasaK aren freedom fighter.

The soldiers killed him and then
looted hishome.

Karen agricultural workers spoke
proudly of Saw Thoo Di.

‘He was a good man. The FTUK
and FTUB respected him for his
courage, loyalty to hiscolleaguesand
hissrugglefor workersrightsup until
hedied.
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PROFILE

Augustine has no complaints

Saw Augustine's left hand cannot
move, nor can he squeeze hisfingers.
Helookslike he has been through a
war. His face is scarred, his arm
smashed and he smissinganeye. He
says it was a small price to pay to
defend his people. He's now 46,
second-in-command of Karen
Nationa LiberationArmy Battalion4
in Taungoo District. Augustine holds
out hisarm for inspection and takes
out hisblack glasseye.

Augustine' sfaceisamess. Scarsrun
from his nose and up through his
eyebrow.

‘I lost my eyein 1996, ayear before
my wifedied, when| triedtodisarma
landmineburied by theBurmesearmy.’
The mine exploded killing a
commander, asoldier waswounded
and Augustinewas serioudy maimed.
‘Eventhough my eyehurt, | never lost
hopein our Revolution. When | look
in the mirror and see my arm and
missingeyel gill fed thesame!’
Augustinemarried a 28 and hasthree
children.

“We never spent much timetogether.
My wifelivedinjunglehideoutswhile
| had to defend my people. | felt bad,
asshehadto carry dl our belongings
and kids. | thought of our nation as
family | had to protect.’
Augustinefamily had to do without
whilehewasinthearmy.

‘I borrowed ricefromvillagersto help
my wifesurvive. | paidit back later.’
In 1995 during therice planting season
Burmesearmy soldiersarrived at his
village- Bu Sar Key.

At harvesttimethevillagerscouldn’t
collect their ricecrop and it went rotten
inthefields. Familieshad to borrow
ricetosurvive.

SawAugustinedidn’'t havefoodtofeed
hisfamily sohesent themto hissister
inKarenni State.

On the way, near Ko-la-der village
Burmese army soldiersshot at them
andfour villagerswerekilled. Augustine
said he felt like what his ancestors
used to say; “Therain comeswhere
yougo”.

Living ontherun affected hiswife's
health and she died in 1997. Their
youngest sonwasfour.

“Sometimes| missmy kidsand want
to seethembut it’snot possible. Even
if | wanttogoto churchwiththem, it's
dill impossible’, hesays.
Augustinefindsit toughto livewithout
hischildren.

‘When there is no peace the
opportunity for a soldier to have a
norma lifeisnot there. Eventhoughl

want to see my kids | dared not go
back tothevillage. | havetohide.’
Sometimeshischildren cometovisit
him, but their grandmother wholooks
after them saystherisksaregrest.
Augustine hasbeen asoldier sncehe
was 15. He'slost hiswifeand children
but still manages to joke with his
soldiers, that having oneeyemeanshe
doesn’t haveto closeit to shoot his
rifle

‘When| joinedthe Karenrevolution|
wastold revolutionisnot easy, there
wasnowagesand, did | still wantto
doit?I never wanted pay to help my
people. | can’t complain. | till have
my legsand onegood eyeand can il
seetherea world.’
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The Clinic with no borders

Mae Tao Clinic (also known as Dr
Cynthia’s Clinic) isbusy. In 2004 it
treated as many as 80,000 cases —
people fleeing Burma’s economic
disaster or the military conflict. A
CIDKP reporter visited the busy
Trauma Ward.

The road to Mae Tao Clinic is
crowded. Monks, cars and
motorbikes wind their way past
motherswith babies, injured factory
workersand busy medics.

In and outside the Trauma Ward
patientslieonwooden beds. Someedt,
some just sit and stare. The list of
injuriesincluderoad accident, dog bite,
landmine, gunshot and monkey bite.
Senior Medic, Law Gwasayspatients
fear landminesthemost.

‘They don’t care who planted it.
Landminesknow nofriends. In 2004

we had aworker who wasbadly burnt
and hislegs broken when alogging
truck wasblown up by alandmine.’
Law Gwasays many patients make
thelongjourney from Burmato Mae
Sot for treatment.

‘“When | ask why don’t you go to
hospitalsinMong LaMyen, MoeTa
Mah or Pa-An they say “we can't
afford to pay”. Feeding yourself in
Burmaishard, findingmoney topay a
hospitd isimpossblefor most people’

Not all the cases are serious but
because of alack of basic health care
in Burmaeven asmpledog bitecan
becomelifethreatening. Daw Saw Yi,
55, isgetting her ulcerated leg treated.
‘| washitten by adog, but | couldn’t
get hepinMyawaddy.’

Her husband, U Ba Ngan has come
tothe Clinic with her but heisscared.

‘The Burmese army took away my
farm. They said theland belonged to
them. Who can| tdll, they arethelaw.’
Law Gwasaysmany Burmesemigrant
workersrely ontheClinicto helpthem
whenthey get Sick or havean accident.
SawAngLingfromKaw Ri villagein
Karen Statewasworkingwith hiswife
in Chonburi when hewascaughtina
cotton turning machine. Hewastaken
to hospital and thentothe Clinic. He
had to have hisright |leg amputated.
Law Gwasaysmany childrenarethe
victimsof burnsor scads.

“Wesaw 75 burn caseslast year - the
majority were children under five.
Motor vehicle accidents are also
increasing asisdomesticviolence.’
Themaost recent report indicatesthe
casel oad hasincreased by 51 percent.
Andif thesituationin Burmadoesnot
improveit'sgoingtoget busier.
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SPECIAL REPORT

Border Clinic delivers for mothers

Mae Tao Clinic is busy. A constant
stream of Burmese peopleflow inand
out, they cry, cough and grimace with
pain. Doctorsand nursestalk, touch,
examine and reassure peopl e seeking
treatment.

Sophiais a nurse in Reproductive
Health (RH). Sheis27, and hasbeen
workingintheClinicfor eight years.
‘My duty isto look after pregnant
women, help them give birth and
educatethem about hedlthissues. After
women deliver their babiesthey |ook
after themuntil they’ reonemonth old.
If after onemonththey areill werefer
them to our In Patient Department
(IPD).

Oneof the many patientsthankful for
theserviceoffered at the ClinicisMa
KinZar Win (not real name). MaKin
ZarWin, 29, brought her nephew who
had low blood pressure. Shesaid he
was unableto study and says shetook
him to Myawaddy Hospital for
treatment but it didn’t help.

‘It wasexpensive. The doctor wanted
a 1,000 kyat and the care was not
good.’

Finding a 1,000kyat in Burma is
difficult. Wagesarelow andwork is
hardtofind.

Friendstold MaKinZar Wintogoto
MaeTao Clinic.
MakKin Zar Wintook their adviceand
isimpressed by the hedlth care offered
by theClinic.

“Nurse Pure Nay Way told me that
some patientsare asked to stay inthe
Clinicuntil their diseaseiscured or to
rest after they givebirth.”
MaKin Zar Win says.

‘When | gavebirthto my two children
| wasaone.’

Stories like Ma Kin Zar Win's are
commonat theClinic.

A Karen villager describeshow her
seven-year-old nephew died.

“He should not have died, but our
hometo MaeTao Clinicissofar, he
died without help,” she said her eyes
full of tears.

‘Hewassick for only threedays, but
it wasaready too late, they couldn’t
doanything.’

Clinic gaff witnessdesath, but they dso
help bring lifeinto theworld. Nurse

for 3337 pregnant women and 1602
babies were born. The rest of the
women had their babiesat homeor at
another location. Out of the 1602
babies born at the Clinic, 1,592 are
diveand 27 died during birth.
MaThanisoneof thewomen satisfied
with treatment given by Clinic staff.
‘“When | was pregnant, thenursegave
me medicine to help with my
pregnancy. | had injectionsat three,
four and ninemonths. Thenursealso
organized a birth certificate. This
proveswhen and wheremy baby was
born.’

Clinicgaff saidwomenwith unwanted
pregnancies cometo the Clinic with
miscarriagecomplications.

“We prohibit abortions, but whenthey
get sick as aresult of it we have to
look after them.’

The nurse said many of the women
having abortionsareworking women.
Becauseof their work they haven’t got
timeto attend to ababy.

‘Last year wetreated 580 womenwho
hadillegal abortionsand had serious
health problemsasaresult. We also
had 121 womenwho mis-carriaged.’

The Reproductive Health unit also
educated women about HIV risksand
gave family planning help to 7534
women.

Insidetheward ababy cries, achild
laughsand atired nursetakesabreak
beforethe next baby isdue.

7

IDP@NEWS



SHAME FILE

u>yRva>t.urdtup.

Burmesearmy and DKBA soldiers
attacked and destroyed a health
dinicat Hti PervillageinKaren Sate.
Villagers escaped by hiding inthe
jungle. The soldiersfrom Burmese
army Light Infantry Brigade205and
DKBA 999 and 555 smashed
medica equipment andthevillagers
rice stock.

A officer from the Karen National
LiberationArmy, Captain Gu Thaw
saidtheclinicwasthetarget.

‘“We managed to warn thevillagers
but were unableto savetheclinic. It
was the only health care for the
villagers, now they have afour or
five-day walk to get medical help.
They brokeal theequipment, it will
bevery difficult toreplace’

Captain Gu Thaw saysthe ceasefire
ishard to make sense of.

‘If we are attacked we have no
choicebut to defend ourselves; if we
don’t they will go further and force
morevillagersfromther homes. This
latest attack isjust one of many we
have had tofacein recent months.’

Burmese army — enemy of the people

Taungoo District

1 May 2005: Soldiersfrom Burmese
army Light Infantry Brigade (L1B) 39,
led by Soe Win, demanded aperson
from each householdin Thout-ye-kee,
Moe-kee, Ler-kha-plo, Mae-yaw-
po-lee Mar-de-po-lee and Keh-
chaung village to clean bushes and
weeds around the bases of electrical
pylons.

May 2005: Troopsof SPDC B 48,
shot up Kwee-soe village injuring

villagersfrom Bu-lo-klow villageand
Kwee-pnavillage and Saw Eh Htoo
had gonemissng until thetimeof this
report.

8May 2005: Over 400 soldiersfrom
Burmese army LID 66 arrived at
Klaw-mee-doevillage. They ordered
Hu-mu-doe and Kheh-doe village
headsnot todlow ther villagersto stay
infarm huts. Villagerswere ordered
to stay inthevillage and banned from
gathering vegetablesoutside.

8 May 2005: Four trucks full of
Burmese army soldiers arrived at
Nyaung-ywet village and Wah-thoe
village. These troops destroyed the
villagers farmlandsto prevent them
from growing crops.

12 May 2005: Burmese army LID
66 and L1B 108, based at Paw-mu-
kheewent into Haw-poe-loevillage
and arrested villagerswithout reason.
Thevillagerswere Saw Achoefrom

...continues page 9
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SHAME FILE

Trained to rob, rape and burn!

Paw-mu-khee, Ma U Pet aged 65
from Mwee-loevillageand Aung Soe
Moe'smother aged 55. Troops stole
ricestores, money and farm animals.
14 May 2005: Bo Thein Hlaing Oo
of Burmesearmy LIB 48 from Law-
thay-doe camp, forced Kaw-thay-doe
villagersto carry army suppliesfrom
Kaw-Thay-doe to Naw-soe. The
victimswere (1) Saw Doh Thu, aged
30, (2)Saw Tar Kar Kar, aged 32, (3)
Naw Eh Paw, aged 30, (4) Saw Doh
Kway, aged 30, (5) Naw Shar Ri
Kee, aged 19, (6) Saw Lar, aged 19.
On the same day, SPDC Operation
Command Commander KhinMaung
Htun based at Baw-ga-lee-gyi village,
demanded from Kaw-thay-doe
villagers 250 bamboo poles.

16 May 2005: Bo Myint Win of
Burmesearmy LIB 75 based at Klaw-
mee-doe camp, ordered each Klaw-
mee-doe household to cut 10 poles

-_
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in Ka-zer-doh village to Kwee-lay
army camp.

Burmese army strikes Karen gold!

A Free Burma Ranger’s relief

team documented and
photographed a gold mine under
the control of theBurmaArmyin
Shwegyin areaBago Divison. The
mineislocated north of the town
of Shwygyin and west of the
ShwygyinRiver.

The Rangers said the Burmese
army receives payment from the
gold mine operators.

‘By running military offensivesin
theareathey haveexpanded mining
operationsinto landstraditionally
held by the Karen people. Not
only doesthe BurmaArmy profit

from these mines and rob the
Karen people, the mines wreck
theenvironment.’

Gold mining aong the Shweygyin
River and its tributaries has
increased in recent years after
attacks orchestrated by the
Rangoon regime gave them
control of the Shweygyin River
area.

‘Private companies operating
under license of the regime have
placed as many as 30 hydraulic
mining machineson the Shweygyn
River. Each mine produces an
average of 1.5 kilograms of gold

amonth and each operation pays
500,000 kyat a month per
machine to the Burma Army
Southern Commander, General
KoKo.’

The Rangers say the Burmese
army also plan to mine east of
ShweygyinadongNyaunglebinand
Papun District borders.

‘Karen people believethat one of
themotivationsbehind continuing
army attacks and operationsisto
secure and expand gold mining in
their areas.’

9
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We need help, not bullets

In spite of a ceasefire agreement
between the Karen National Union
and the Burmese regime, soldiers
continue to attack and abuse
villagers in Karen Sate. A Karen
medical relief team spoketo Inside
News about the Burma army
attacks.

Free BurmaRangersrecorded attacks
and humanrightsviolationsin three
Townships, Mone, Ler Dohand Hsaw
Hteein Nyaunglebin Didtrict.

‘ Security isabig concernfor civilians
inthisdistrict. A Karenmantold one
of our relief team members: “Most of
all weneed security, we need medical
careand educational help”.’

During March, the Burmese army
increased their troop numbersinMone

Township.
‘Light Infantry Brigades 11 and 116
reinforced the Burmesearmy soldiers
already stationed there. They have
since increased their patrols and
attacks.’
Burmese army soldiersfromKalLa
Wah Lu camp attacked KNLA troops
in the area. On the 4 April, 2005,
villagers from Ler KlaVillage fled
fightingintheir area. Thereisnow more
than 100 displaced villagers.’
Attacking villagerswashot enoughfor
the Burmesearmy officersthey also
demanded money. Thelist of crimes
indude:
e BurmaArmy LIB 599 Deputy
Battalion Commander YaNaing
Soe extorted 60,000 Kyat from

villagers selling buffaloes and
COWS.

2April,BattalionLI1B 111 opened
fireonagroup of villagersontheir
way to collect food. Thevillagers
fled but one man, Saw Day Day,
was shot and wounded by troops.
8 April, soldiers from LIB 590
andled by Company Commander
Tin Maung Htun entered Saw
Thaw Gyi’slogginghutinBo Dae
Kyaung (alogging areain Mone
Township) and stole 30,000 Kyat.
The soldiers burned down the
logging hutand al of thematerids
insideincluding another 20,000
Kyat.

12 April, BurmaArmy L1B 599
ordered villagers (one person

10
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RANGER REPORT

Villagers resist attacks

fromeachfamilyin4 sectionsofa e

village) to build a canal in the
MoneTownship area.

19April, BurmaArmy LI1B 264
led by Kyaw Nay Cha Oo
demanded 30 ox cartsfrom PaTa
LahVillageTract sotheBA troops
could movetheir suppliestotheir
camp. Thevillagerswereforced
tobringthecartstoAuk Chay Goe
for thetroops.

20April, BurmaArmy (BA) Light
Infantry Battalion (LI1B) 111 troops
from Ga Baw Tu Camp fought
with Karen National Liberation
Army (KNLA) soldiers three
times.

22 April, the Burma Army
extended their operations,
attacking villagersat Kwee Lah
VillageTract, Ler Doh Township.
Thevillagerswhofledarenowin
hiding.

LateApril,over 100 villagersfled
fromKweeLahvillageand aredill
inhiding. Thisareaisafreefire
zone.

24 April 2005, BurmaArmy LI1B
264 entered Baw Ko villageand
demanded 3,000 Kyat and one
sack of ricefromeachricemill in
thevillage. They aso demanded
fiveox cartsfromthevillagersto

carry logs.

Burmesear my soldiersfromMu
Theh (KaBaw Jo) camp attacked
KNLA security forces in the
vicinity of Hsaw KaDer. Thearmy
built anew camp at MaLaDaw
using forced labor. Thiscampis
now an operational base from
whichthearmy launchespatrols.

If you want to learn
more about the situa-

tion in Karen State
visit: www.khrg.org
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The hard road to Kawthoolel

Travelingin Karen Stateisdangerous.
Deep jungle, landminesand fighting
between the Burmese army and the
KarenArmy makesit so. Saw Hti Gay,
26, hasworked as areporter for the
Committee of Internally Displaced
Karen People (CIDKP) for three
years and has made many tripsinto
hisbel oved Kawthoolei.

In May this year he visited; Pa-An
district, Myawaddy and Hlaing Bwe
township. Ontheway hehadto avoid
Burmese patrols, climb mountainsand
crossflood-swollenrivers. Saw Hti
Gay says.

‘InKawkarelk areait wasdangerous,
we had to be careful. Burmese and
DKBA soldierswereeverywhere!’
Saw Hti Gay missionwasto document
the economic, health and education
Stuation under theinformal ceasefire
agreement between the Karen and
Burmesearmies.
‘Villagerssadthereislessfighting but
theBurmesemilitary regimedtill force
them off their land. They areordered
towork for no pay andif they refuse
they haveto pay afine of 2,000 kyat
aday.’

Saw Hti Gay found paid work was
hard tofind. Villagershad noincome
but still had to buy food and other
necessitiestolive.

‘Villagers lucky enough to practice
animal husbandry had chickens, pigs
and buffalothey could sall to buy sdlt
and fish paste but even that is not
enough. Thearmy extorted what little
money they had for payment of fines’
Saw Hti Gay saiditisvery difficult for
peopleto support themsevesand their
families. ‘' They don’t have enough
food; sometimesthey eat only rice, st

and chilli. There is no medicine or
clinicsfor thevillagersto get health
care.’

InKawkarelk areaif they haveserious
health problemsthey havetotravel to
Thailand

‘Villagersusethe military hospital or
gotothemobilehedthclinic. If they
gotothemobilehedthclinicthey are
punished by theBurmesesoldiers.’
Hti Gay was surprised to see how
many villagersand children suffering
fromasthma

‘They couldn’'t breathe, there's no
medicineavailablein Burmato treat
thewheezing.’

Hti Gay said most of the schoolsin
thedigrictsonly went asfar asprimary
level. * Children who have finished
Grade4 haveto leavether villageto
continuetheir studiesintownorina
border camp. Many teachershad not
studied beyond 10" Grade. Thereis
no salary for teachers. Getting paid
depends on the economic situation of

photo: pthornton

thevillagers, but teacherswill sacrifice
their wagesif it helpstheir people. Hti
Gay said schools have no reading
booksfor students.

‘Instead of learning for three hours,
kidsstudy only one hour and the other
two hours are spent copying the
teacher’sbook becausethereare no
text books.’

Schoolsare built by donationsfrom
outside organizations but the funds
wereingufficient.

‘Inmix administration areasthey get
some books and pencils from the
Karen Education Department, but it
isnot enough.’

Hti Gay said on thetrip he saw five
landmine victims and wounded
survivorsof aDKBA assault by unit
555.

‘They attacked 20 cattle dealers.
Someof their animalswereshot. The
DKBA havenoincomesothey have
become bandits.’
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HUMAN RIGHTS

KNU general secretary, Pado
Mahn ShaLaPhan hit out &t criti-
cismsthat Karens use landmines
in the same way as the Burmese
regime.

'If we could solve our conflcit by
political meanstherewould beno
need for landminesor guns.'
Mahn ShasaidtheKNU haveasix-
point landmine policy.

'"1)We use landmines to defend
our people, our land and our base
camps. 2) our landmines are
small, handmade plastic pipe or
bamboo, they only have a six-
month lifespan. 3) If the enemy
attack we use, when they retreat
we remove them. 4) If we put
landminesin, weinformvillagers
wherethey are. 5) Our landmines
are small, they are designed to
wound, dow theenemy and to de-
lay their troop movements. 6)\We
don't want to use mines, but be-
cause of our situation - our army
iIssmall - weusewithrestriction.'
Mahn Sha said if the Burmese

KNU would not use mines.

'If they stopped killing our people
we wouldn't need to defend our-
selves, within one year we could
removeall Karenlandmines.'
Mahn Shasaiditisimportant the
international community contin-
uesto pressuretheregimeto stop
using landmines.

‘They have to keep it in perspec-
tive, the Karen use of mines is

B - —

Burmese military. They target ci-
vilians, wedon't, our peoplecan't
go back to their villages because
of Burmesemines. The Burmese
havefactoriesproducing hundreds
of thousands of mines.’

Mahn Shasaid if the ceasefireis
genuine then peace is possible,
but hewarned.
'WeKarenhaveasaying, "whenwe
make adoor we need to make sure
we use good wood. If we use bad
wood we will have no security”.
Thisappliesto any ceasefiretalks,
wewon't settlefor anything less.’
Mahn Shasaid theKaren arecom-
mitted to agenuine peace.
‘Karen soldiers are the bravest.
They deserve peace. Karen people
haveto keep fighting for our free-
dom, but | believewewill be suc-
cessful.'
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All we need is peace!

Naw Dah,56, was born in Pa
Heik village in Mu Traw
District. She hastwo brothers
and two sistersand sheisthe
youngest. Her parents were
farmers. She studied in
Taungoo district passing 10"
standard. She continued her
studiesand trained to become
a medic. At this time the
Burmese army were killing
many of her people and she
wanted to help. She started
working in the community in
1967. Shewas shot inthe leg
by Burmese soldiers and
today, still carriesalimp asa
reminder. When she was 23
she got married to a Karen

soldier. They lived in
Manerplaw, and had four
children. Naw Dah joined the
Karen Women Organisation
(KWO). After 20 years of
marriage she divorced her
husband. She has since
remarried.

‘We are from different
religions, he's Buddhist and
I’m Christian but it’s not
something we argue about. We
need to be tolerant of each
other.’

They have now lived in Thay
KaYafor 10 years.

‘It's safe and a good place to
live. Itfeelslikearedl village. |
have many friends. Hereweare

al poor and there’s no one
richer than the next. We grow
rice and can find food in the
jungle. It’s close to the
Burmesearmy, but the KNLA
protects us. The ceasefire has
not made much difference.
The Burmese army abused
villagers before and they il
do the same now.’

Naw Dah is sad Burma is
without democracy.

‘We need freedom, we need
peace and we need tolerance.
We want our own land, our
cultureand our home. Tell the
world thisiswhat we want.’




