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Hope lives in a hard place

he ceasefire has brought additional hardship. The fighting

between the Burmese army and the KNLA has stopped, but
crimes against people have increased. Burmese army soldiersare till
demanding people to work for nothing. Villagers are being forced
conscripted to serve as militia. Looting is common and gambling and
drugsuseisontheincrease. Infrastructure, except for Burmese military
useisvirtually non-existent. Many children are forced to drop out of
school to help parents farm. In years to come this will be a national
tragedy. Medical care is basic and with thousands of rats and mice
attacking and destroying this years rice crop, rural workers predict
severe food shortages. Unfortunately, many donors have no mandate
to give assistance to people devastated by crop failure or rat and mice
infestations inside Burma. The Committee for Internally Displaced
Karen People (CIDKP) is desperately seeking meansto try to secure
funding or food assistance for those peopleworst hit. It will be tough.
Malnourishment is aready high among displaced people and any
reductionin food will plunge even more peopleinto aviciouscycle of
il hedth. Childrenandthedderly areparticularly at risk. Maaria, dengue
fever and ahost of problems associated with malnourishment already
effect most internally displaced people. In spite of this doom laden
prediction people are still desperate to help themselves. Children are
prepared to do whatever it takes to get an education and parents and
village e dersarerisking landmines and payback from Burmese soldiers
to try to return to their old villages. Some, like the villagers of Htee
Tha Blu, have already succeeded in building some new houses.
Studentslike Naw SaMyaHch, have set an examplewith their courage
and refusal to give up. She says her hope will not fade away...nor
should ours.

Fbr many villagersand internally displaced peoplein Karen State
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“*Army steals our sweat, our crops and now our land”

Karenfarmer Saw NuuNu sayshe's
had enough of sweatingandtoilingover
his land only to see Burmese army
soldiersreap the benefits.

‘The Burmese army steal our
farmland. They say it'sarmy property
andthey cantakewant they want from
it.

According to Saw Nuu Nu oneof the
main culpritsisBattalion CIB 356 led
by Battalion second-in-command, Hla
WinHtun. Since1993 the Baitdionhas
been stationed near Paw Baw Cho
villageinParandidtrict.

Saw Nuu Nu says the army has
confiscated land owned by Karen
farmersand by Shanfarmers.

‘They stole 15 plotsof Karenland and
six plotsfrom the Shan. That’satotal
areaof 75.15acres. If wewant tofarm

ownland, wehaveto give 10 baskets
of paddy tothearmy.’

To add insult to injury the army
demanded therobbed villagersgrow
cropsand fruit treeson the confiscated
land.

‘If our animaseat any of “their” crops
wearefined. A farmer had to plough
their land for threedaysafter hiscattle
had strayed onto the unfenced land.
Hehad to useall hisown equipment
andfood whileworking for thearmy.’

Villagerssay thearmy actslikebandits
and they are planning to steal more
landsfor their own use.

Saw Nuu Nu saysthearmy havea so
abused their powers by using the
villagersasunpaid|ookouts.

‘ Sincethearmy cameherein 1993they
have ordered that everyday avillager
spend aday asalookout at thearmy
compound. If any villager failstoturn
upthesoldiersmark hisnameandfine
him500Kyat.’

MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

If you want to find out how you can help internally dis-
placed Karen people or make a donation, email
<kidpc@cscoms.com> ,<hlahenry@hotmail.com>or write
to CIDKP, PO Box 22, Mae Sot, Tak 63110, Thailand.
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EDUCATION
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Soldiers, jungle, moso

Naw Sa MyaHch, 18, says all she
has ever wanted wasthe chanceto go
to school and learnto writeand read.
‘| started learning when | wassix and
because of [Burmese] army attacksl
had to attend school in many places.
My parents are poor farmers who
earnther living fromraring chickens
and pigs. They have no other income,
so they cannot afford to support my
senior schooaling.

School of hard knocks

Naw SaMyaHch, from Hko Khee
villagein Tangoo digtrict says.
‘Evenwhen| gotoschoal, | till have
many choresto do at home. | haveto
help my mother feed pigs, chickens
and pound rice. On Saturdaysthereis
no school sol goto our paddy fieldto
clear weeds'’

Naw SaMyaHch saysshe'stired she
still looksforward to school.

X

‘I love school, but | can't afford
exercisebooks, pensor textbooks. To
keep up withwhat’shappening | have
to copy from other student’ sbooks. |
haveto beeconomica ineverything
do.

Naw SaMyaHch saysarmy soldiers
makelifedifficult.

‘| dwayshaveto beonthealert, both
at school or staying at home.
Whenever troopscome, dl villagers,
including farmers, students and
teachers have to leave everything
behind and runintothejungle.
Wehideinriverbedsand inthehills.
Sometimeswe stay therefor weeks.'
Inspiteof theharshlifeandlivingon
the run Naw Sa Mya Hch is
determined to get educated.

“In order to pass each standard,
sometimes| have had to attend school
under atree, sometimesin therain
being bitten by mosquitoes. It'svery
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uitoes can't kill student’s hopes

hard living. | got anemiaand had to
leave school for threeyears. Although
we are just only ordinary villagers,
students, teachersor farmersthearmy
hasno pity for us.’

Education pays

Naw Sa Mya Hch’'s hard work has
paid off.

‘In February 2004, | passed the
seventh standard in Hko Kheevillage.
Thisyear | will gudy at HoKay middle
school and after | finish | will attend
medical training. | want to becomea
medic and help my people who are
facingdifficulties Aslongsl amalive,
my hopewill not fade away.’

"When soldiers come to
destroy...villagers...farmers,
students and teachers leave
everything behind and run
into the jungle.™"
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COVER STORY

Ceasefire ddlivers forced conscription and drugs but no peace

VillagersandfarmerslivingintheMae
Pleh river basin, near Ta-nay-eha
township, say since the ceasefire
demandsfor freelabour from Burmese
army unitshasincreased. Thevillagers
mainly work ontheir farmsand rely
onrice, corn and tobacco farming to
generateincome.

Saw Thain Saw, a farmer, said the
Burmesearmy unitsbasedinthearea
wanted thevillagersto supply not only
free labour, but also conscripts. He
named Light Infantry Brigades 703,
704 and 705 and two columns of
DKBA soldiersfrom Brigade 999 as
theworst offenders.

‘ Sincethe ceasefire agreement it has
got even harder for villagers. DKBA
troops from Ta-nay-cha in Pa-an
district, under the control of their
commander Maung Chit Thu, ordered

30 villagesto send five peoplefrom
eechvillagefor military training. Taking
150villagersaway fromtheir farmsis
devastating enough but to usethem for
military purposesisabuse.’

Saw Thain Saw said after themilitary
training villagersweresent back totheir
ownvillagestoact asvillagemiltia
‘The strategy ismeant to stop KNU
soldiersfrom movinginand out of the
area. Deadlinefor villagersto gofor
training was set down for April 10.
Villagerswhofailed to attend had to
hireother villagerstotaketheir place’
Saw Thain Saw said to hire another
villager cost 15,000 Thai baht per year
for 3 years. He said DKBA troops
were prepared to abduct villagerswho
failedto pay fines.

Saw Thain Saw saysthe availability
of illegal drugs in the region has

becomeessier sncetheceasefire. The
DKBA'sinvolvement in trafficking
methamaphetamine has been atarget
of Thai border authorities.

‘It's harder for the DKBA to move
drugsinto Thailand but thedrugsare
now widely sold in our area. Now
many people are using drugs, old,
young, men and women. The best
quality has “XW” stamped on the
tablet and they sell for 1200 kyat a
tablet.

Saw Thain Saw says the DKBA
produce the drugs, but must have
permissionfromtheBurmesemilitary
to do so.

'If something isnot donewewill have
a drug epedemic on our hands. If
having a ceasefire means our young
peopleare becoming drug addictsthen
we' reworst off.’

I nternational drug
agencies name DKBA
as drug traffickers.
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MY STORY

In my own words...

Name: Saw Boe

Age 29

Family: Naw Thaw , 28years.
Two children.

Occupation: Farmer
Rdigion: Buddhist

Place of residence: Pah-kat village,
Paing Kyonetownship, Karen State.
Dateof fleeing: 20April 2004

My ressonsfor leaving:

(1) The Burmese army and DKBA
soldiersextorted money all thetime,
sayingthat it wastax on farmland and
other taxes.

(2) I wasforced with other villagers
tobuild military campsfor DKBA and
Burmesearmy soldiers. | wasordered
to be a watchman/sentry for the
security of the military camp. All
villagersindudingmy childrenandwife

fecttowork-for-themttitary-wehadt—————m0
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notimeto dotheir our ownfarming or
household chores.

(3) Villagers were prevented from
workingwhere DK BA troopsdidtheir
logging business. Villagerswerea so
forced towork inthe sawmillsfor free
by thesoldiers.

(4) The DKBA used forced labour to
build apagodainfront of the Chrigtian
church. The DKBA said that wheniit
wascompleted they would driveaway
theChridians. SomeChrigianvillagers
and Saw Pu Shwe took the threats
serioudy and fled together tothe Thai
border.

The DKBA desecrated this Christian church

IDPABINEWS
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REBUILDING

Villagers build hope out of ashes

After the 2002 dry season Burmese
army offensive many villageswere
burnt, villagers killed or taken as
forced labour and cropsdestroyedin
Karen State. Among those destroyed
wasthevillageof Htee-Tha-Blu.

Now villageheadman Saw Maung Gyi
istrying to persuade hisvillagersto
come back to their traditional land
wheretheir ancestors had lived and
died for hundreds of years. Many of
thevillagersfled from the Burmese
army to refugee campsin Thailand,
otherslivedinjunglehideouts.

Saw Maung Gyi sayshe'spleased to
seevillagersarereturning.

‘“Wemight be poor but stayingintheir
ownvillageand dthough makesusfed

happy. We havedifficult timesahead
asthe soldiersdestroyed everything
weowned.’

Villager Kaw Doe Soe Pa is
determined to makethereturn home,
work.

‘All our utensils; cups, pots, pansand
spoons were all burnt. We cannot
affordto buy new ones. WEe ve picked
up the burnt onesinthe ashesand we
will usethem. If thereare someholes
we |l try to block them and makethem
work.’

Sincethesituationisstill not secure
around Htee-Tha-Blu, thevillager’s
liveinfear saysKaw Doe Soe.

“We do not need much money tolive
so long as we can stay peacefully

without interference and do our work
freely. Wejust need enough to earn
our ownliving. But our Stuationislike
asmall deer, whenthereisastrange
noisenear you, you havetoflee, it does
not make usfed happy.’

Saw Maung Gyi saysinthepast, Htee-
Tha-Bluwasapleasant villagetolive
in

‘Beautiful mountains surround our
village...riverswith clear spring water
andevergreenforest aredl around us.
Now it is bombsite. Our bamboo
houses are built among our old burnt
ones. Our lives are like a newborn
child. Wewill haveto start our lives
fromthevery beginning.’
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CEASEFIRE
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Villagers living in the ceasefire
zonein Karen State say that it has
given them some respite but it's
businessasusua asBurmese and
DKBA soldiers steal, demand
materials and extort fees from
them.

Villagers say Burmesetroopsand
the DKBA have also taken
advantage of the ceasefireto map
areas once outside their control
and influence. People are
concerned if ceasefire talks
breakdown soldiers will be now
ableto hunt them down.
Villagers accuse Burmese
soldiers and DKBA troops of
demanding money from village
sawmills as tax. They say
government troopsare planningto
dominatetheareaby moving extra
soldiersin.

They say that they arecaught inthe
middle. They do not know the
benefits of a real ceasefire and

they aredistrustful if it will bring
peace.

On the bright side they say
because the fighting has stopped
people are returning to their old
villages. But for many remote
villagers the situation is still
unstable and uncertain.

Karen villagers used as forced
labourers

Ceasa‘lreactlvatesléurm@esoldlersand DK BA

Villagersstill have many worries
about how to earn their living.
Fields are still land mined and
there’s no money to buy seeds or
farm equipment. Health and
educationisstill underdevel oped
and unless these issues are
addressed villagers say it will be
hard to keep going.

8
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FOOD SECURITY

Rats pig-out on rice harvest

A senior Karen agriculture officia
warned that displaced villagersinthe
Mae Tha Wa valley region faced
severe food shortages due to crop
destruction by ratsand mice.

Saw Min Aye, of Pa-an district
agriculturedepartment said.
‘Rodents destroyed the villagershill
paddy fields. They ateal| theseedsand
have being eating the young plants
snceMay.’

Saw MinAyesaid villagersclaimed
their crops were attacked by three
different kindsof rodents.
‘Theworse arethe smallest because
they comein great numbers. These
micehad nolimits, they cameat night
and they came in the day. They
thrashed thericeseedlings.’

Saw MinAyesadthesmal micecame
intheir thousands.

‘| saw one of thevillagerskill about
10miceinlessthanahalf hour.’

Saw MinAye says, the Pa-an District
Agriculture Department estimates,
rodents destroyed 32 plots of hill
paddy inthe Mae ThaWavalley.
‘By the end of therainy season 187
Karenvillagerswill have nofood to
eat. Unlesswefind someway to get
food for themthey will beat risk from
malnutrition and other health
problems.’

Villagerstold Saw MinAyethat the
rodent invasion israre but seemsto
happen every time bamboo plantsin
theareaareinfruit.

‘ Digolaced villagerscondantly livewith
food shortages, but they try to
supplement their meager rations by
growing betd leavesto el toget some
money to buy food. But thisyear the
betedl leaf will not helpto replacetheir
rice cropsdestroyed by ratsand mice.
A spokesperson from the Committee
of Internaly Displaced Karen People

(CIDKP) says even though the
villagersinMaeTaWahvalley areall
displaced, the CIDKP could not help
as they fall outside their donor’s
criteriafor help.

‘Thiskind of disaster hasnever been
planned for. We have requested
assi stance from our donorsbut there
islittlethey candoto get helptothese
villagers’

Saw Min Aye said villagers had
pleaded with him for help but there
wasnot alot he could do.

‘It'sgoing to beahard year. We have
aready recelved morereportsof crop
destruction in Mu Traw (Papun)
district. Unless we get urgent
assistance the health problems are
goingto behorrific, especialy among
theyoungandold.’

"If therice harvest fails
the children will suffer."
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Army'sscorched earth policy

Before1974 Karenvillagerslivingin
the hills of Toungoo district led
contentedlives. Their landswerefertile
andthey grew rice, vegetables, spices
and animals. They had plenty for
themselves and usually enough left
over tosdl. They hadtimeto practice
their different religions and could
celebrate traditional ceremonies
without fesr.

But in 1974 the Burmese army
launched their “four cut operation”
against the Karen in an attempt to cut
off information, food, recruits and
support to the Karen army. Human
right abuses became common.
Burmese soldiers killed villagers,
raped, looted, burnt down villagesand
gtolelivestock.

Peopleforced from villages became
displaced - refugees in their own
country. Othersfled tothe Thai border
and livedinrefugee camps.

The history of internally displaced
Karen peoplebeganin 1974 and even
thoughthestuation wasbad it wastill
manageable. The remoteness of the

region afforded some security and
protectiontovillagers.

In 1997 theBurmeseregime launched
another military offensvetowipeout
theKaren Nationa Union (KNU) and
itsarmy, theKNLA.

This “scorched earth” strategy
regarded dl Karen villagersnot under
their control as enemies. The army
destroyed dl basic meansof economic
support saying it was used to support
theKNLA.

The Burmese army deployed three
military commands, consisting of 18
battalions, in Toungoo district hill
region and forced 12 villages in
Tantabin Township to relocate.
Overcrowded camp conditionsforced
villagers to build cramped bamboo
houses with no space to grow food.
The Burmese army did not give any
stancetothevillagers, but instead
looted food and property that the
villagershad brought withthem.

In 1997 the Burmese army started
constructing two motor roadsin the
region, from Bawgalievillageto Bu

photo: KHRG

Hsa Khi and from Bawgalie to
Mawcheein Karenni State.

Tobuild theroads villagerswereused
asforced and unpaid labour. Women,
children and elderly people where
forced to carry military suppliesand
food for thearmy.

People had to supply their own food
andthesoldierseven stolethat. Caught
inaviciousabusive cycle people had
no timeto do their own work. They
couldn’t grow food and they had no
money to buy food.

Many fled to the jungle and had no
permanent placetolive, nohedthcare,
no security and dwayshadto fear the
army. They eked out alivingfromwild
roots, fruitsand vegetables. With no
accessto medical care, many people
died.

From 1997 to 2003 diplaced people
inToungoo digtrict had it tough. There
waslittleass stancefrom outsideand
at timesof emergency the Committee
of Internally Displaced Karen People
(CIDKP) had difficulty getting
emergency relief to people.

10
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HUMANRIGHTS

destroys Karen village life

The Burmese army planned their
attacksfor harvest time, from October
to December, so that the villagers
could not reap their rice and cash
crops such as cardamom, betel nut,
coffee and tobacco.

On 10 December 2003, villagers
heard that an informal cease-fire
between the Burmese army and the
KNU had been reached.

But their hopeswere soon dashed. On
18 December, troopsfrom Burmese
units1B92, IB39 and LIB 589 forced
relocated thevillageof Klay SoeKhee.
Villagersweretold therelocation had
to be completed by the 19 December
and if not they would be shot dead.
To reinforce their threat the army
burned down three houses and
dismantled another 20.

On 20 December 2003, troopsfrom
unit IB 264 killed four villagers near
Naw Thay Doe.

On 7 January 2004, a sergeant of
SPDC IB 124 raped awoman from
Kaw Soe Khee village and also
attempted to rape another woman of
Maw PaDoevillage.

On March, troopsfrom 1B48 burned
the forest in Gar Mu Doe area and
destroyed the villagers cardamom
plantations. During April, the army
continued burning theforest and 90
percent of plantationsinWah Soearea
were destroyed.

In March 2004 a CIDKP report in
Toungoo district found that in Than
Daung township, 468 familiesfrom
eight villageswereforced torelocate
to overcrowded resettlement camps-
4590 peoplefrom 30 different villages
had aready beenforcedtolivethere.

In Tan Tabin township 628 families
were relocated by troops to
resettlement areastojoin another 5348
people.

Instead of decreasing after the
cea=firetheBurmesearmy intengfied
their activities. Without any res stance
fromthe KNLA displaced peoplewere
left unprotected.

A CIDKPinvestigation in Toungoo
district in April, found 5651 people
from 19 villages faced severe food
shortages.
Following the ceasefire Burmesearmy
soldiersformedinto small groupsand
went to placeswhere they could not
go before.

Displaced peoplehidinginthejungle
say securehiding placesaregettingless
each day and areworried about their
futureif ceasefiretalksbreak down.

Background of Toungoodistrict
Toungoo digtrictisinthefar north
of Karen State, bordering with
Karenni Stateineast Burma. It has
rich growing plains and tree
covered mountains. Itisdivided
intotwo townships, Thandaungand
Tan Tabin Township. The people
livinginthehill region are Karen
farmers. They grow hill rice, betel
nut, cardamom, coffee and durian.
Villagersdsoraised chickens, pigs,
goatsand cattle. Beforethe*four
cut operation” in 1974, villagers
could get enough food and income
fromtheir farmsand led relatively
peaceful and happy lives. Between
1974 and 1997 although many
parts of the region were taken
control by theruling Burmesearmy;,
meany villagerscould ill gay inther
own villages. But after the
“scorched earth policy” of 1997
villagesweredestroyed and people
moved to relocation campsor fled
tothejungleor to Thailand.

photo: KHRG
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Ceasefl re

The ceasefire between the
Burmese regime and the Karen
National Unionisstill in place, but
according to the Federation of
TradeUnionsKawthoole (FTUK)
thereareworrying signsof ahuge
military buildup. An FTUK
organizer recently returned from
afact finding tour of Karen Sate
and wrote this report for Inside
News.

Villagers forced to dig in for
army

Sincethe peacetalksthe Burmese
army areoccupying moreof Karen
State than before. They have set
up military positionsthrough out
rural areas. They are forcing
villagers construct army camps,
transport military equipment,
build roads and work in army
plantations.

Toungoo District - July 2004
Burmese soldiers from Light
Infantry Brigade (LIB) 73 led by
Magjor Tin Kaing occupied alarge

'ﬁ" i& -Lm-?r e
doesn t stop abuses

area of Sha-Zee-Bo village land.
The villagers from Sha-Zee-Bo,
Zee-Pyu-Gone, Yi-Shan and Taw-
Gone were forced to build a
military camp, living barracks,
trenches, stores, bunkers, kitchen
and fences. They aso had towork
and construct an army plantation.
Villagershavenotimetowork on
their farms or businesses. They
haveto supply their own food and
equipment and receive nothing
from the troops.

Soldiersfrom Brigade 73, led by
Capt. Myo Naing demanded
villagers from Sha-Zee-Bo, Yi-
Shan, Zee-Pyu-Gone, Taw-Gone
do construction work at thearmy
camp. Capt. Myo Naing ordered
each village in the region to
providethe army with one bag of
rice during the construction
period. The battalion commander
also demanded villagers of Sha-
Zee-Boto supply two bagsof rice
each month.

.3 ": "’“",fu g\oto KHRGF
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The commander of the troops
from LB 26, positioned at Than-
Daung town in Toungoo district
forced 15 people from Gah-Mu-
Der village to carry military
equipment from Than-Daung to
Tha-Aye-Htacamp.

Capt. Myo Naing from LIB 73
ordered 36 villagers of Sha-Zee-
Bo village to carry ammunition
from Sha-Zee-Bo to Ka-ser-do
military camp.

The commander of the troops
fromLIB 26, forced 11 Baw-Ga-
Li villagersin Tan-ta-bin district
to carry military equipment from
Baw-Ga-Li to Ko Day camp.
Nyaung-L e-Bin District —July
2004

The battalion commander of LIB
590, based in Mone Township,
ordered villagers from Mee-
diang-daw to construct an
ammunition store and fencing.
Villagersweretold they had build
900 yards of a triple security

12
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HUMAN RIGHTS

They're not soldiers, they're thieves!

fencewithinaweek. Thevillagers
had to bring their own food
supplies, equipment, bamboo
poles, bamboo walls, timber, nails
and ropes. They received nothing
but abusefromthearmy. Villagers
had to supply a total of 2100
piecesof beetle nut timber. Troops
from LIB 264 |ed by commander,
Mag. Nyein Chan Oo demanded
villagers from Mala-Daw carry
army suppliesfrom Ta-Ler-Day to
Ter-Kweh-Lay-Ko military camp.
Pa-Pun District — July 2004
Troops from LIB 340 Battalion
commander Myint Win Aung
forcibly demanded thevillagersof
Kler-Ko, Klo-Klee-Lo, Paw-
Baw-Ko, Ta-Dwee-Ko to clear
bush beside the road from Mae-
Ta-Rohto Way-Moevillage. Itis
about seven miles in distance.
Villageslocated closeto thearmy
camps have always been the
victim of forced labor by soldiers.
Pa-An District

Soldiers from Division 77, (L1B
6) joined with troops from the
Democratic Karen Buddhist Army
(DKBA) to force villagers from
Myawaddi Township to build
roads - Mgor Maung Chit Thu
from Brigade 999 |ed the DKBA

troops. Theroad constructionwas |

10 mileslong, Mae-plet to Shwe
Koak-Ko, the DKBA
headquarters. One person from
each village household had to go
towork on theroad construction.
Men had to dig ditches, carry
stone and sand, women and

children were forced to remove
debris and rocks to prepare the
road. If unable to work they had
to hireareplacement to taketheir
placeintheroad gang.

Dooplaya District

Troopsfrom LIB 284 occupied a
large area of Wah-Bo-Gone
villagein Kya-Inn Township and
set up a military camp. They
confiscated land owned by
villagers and set up a farm for
their army. Villagershaveto work
and tend to their plantations.

T o T
K.
£y ! _,‘

During July 2004 Burmese army
soldiersfrom LIB 284, demanded
TaKat-Klovillagerscultivateland
for an army rice paddy. The
villagershad to providethe paddy
seed, cultivation equipment, cattle
using for ploughing,
transportation and peopleto do the
planting. The army used 45
villagers from Ta-Ka-Klo at the
Wah-Bo-Gone army plantation.
Soldiersfrom LIB 230 demanded
200 bamboo polesfrom Htee-Po-
Thanvillagers.

photo: KHRG
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\We need schdbl

In 2002 Burmesetroops burnt
Htee Tha Blu village to the
ground. But unbowed by the
soldiers destruction the
villagers regrouped and
started rebuilding thevillage.
School teacher Naw Wah says.
‘We have built about 10
houses so far and as the
villagersare Christianthey’ ve
built a bamboo church that
doublesasaschool. Our lives
arefilled with instability, but
our villagers want to teach
their children to be able to
read and write.'

Naw Wah says.

“We have no special building
for a school, we do not have

, (EaC

enough booksfor the students,
but wetry our best to give some
education to our children. This
school is only up to 1st
standard and we have 17
students. The subjects we
teach are Karen, Burmese,
English and mathematics.’
According to Naw Wah the
school recelvessome materias
through a refugee camp. ‘We
need help. The school does not
receive any help from any
organization. Teachers get no
salary. We depend on each
other to help each other. |
dedicate my life to help my
people.’

Naw Wah saysthe remoteness
of Htee ThaBlu village means
people have to work hard to
earnaliving and many children
who finish elementary school
arenot encouraged to continue
further studies.

Student Saw Kaw Doe, 11,
agrees.

The [Burmeseg] army burned
down my school. | finished 1¢
standard and | want to do 2nd
standard but | don’t havetime
to stay in school. | have to
look after our cattle. Many of
my friends have to do the
same.’




