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Senior General Than Shwe
sends message of felicitationsto
King of Malaysia

NAy Pvi Taw, 31 Aug— On the occasion of the 51* Anniversary of the I ndependence
Day of Malaysia, which fallson 31 August 2008, HisExcellency Senior General Than Shwe,
Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council of the Union of Myanmar, has sent
a message of felicitationsto His Majesty Tuanku Mizan Zainal Abidin Ibni Al-Marhum
Sultan Mahmud Al-Multafi Billah Shah, Yang di-Pertuan X111 of Malaysia.—MNA

\

Prime Minister General Thein Sain
felicitates Malaysian counterpart

NAY Pvi Taw, 31 Aug—On the occasion of the 51% Anniversary of the Independence Day of
Malaysia, which falls on 31 August 2008, His Excellency General Thein Sein, Prime Minister of the
Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitationsto His Excellency Dato Seri Abdullah bin Haji
Ahmed Badawi, Prime Minister of Malaysa—MNA

(Trees planted throug

hout Yangon Division

Y ancGoN, 30 Aug —
Lt-Gen Myint Swe of the
Ministry of Defence
planted a Sal tree at the
designated place in the
precincts of Theingutara
hill at thewest archway of
the Shwedagon Pagodain
themonsoontreeplanting
season this morning.

Chairmanof Y angon
Division Peace and De-
velopment Council Com-
mander of Yangon Com-
mand Brig-Gen Win
Myint and Chairman of
Yangon City Develop-

ment Committee Mayor
Brig-GenAungTheinLin
also planted aSal treeand
a Gangaw tree.

Lt-Gen Myint Swe
and Commander Brig-
Gen Win Myint grew
Linlun tree (Buchanania
latifolia) and atoddy palm
tree at the designated
placesinthenorthernplat-
form of the pagoda.

Members of the Pa-
goda Board of Trustees
and religiousassociations
grew over 1,500 plantsin-
cluding 54 Bo trees,

windbreakers, and flow-
ering and fruit trees.

Lt-Gen Myint Swe
alsoattended themonsoon
tree-planting ceremonies
inKandawgyi Garden, the
People' s Square and Peo-
ple’'s Park, the Pyithu
Hluttaw compound,
Shwelinban industrial
zoneinHlinethayaTown-
ship, Dagon Myothit
(South) Township and
Thanlyin Township and
grew plants.

A total of 3,000trees
including Gangaw, star-

Atlantisto beat Launch Pad on 2 Sept

(News on page 12)
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flower, Pyinma, ma-
hogany, teak, Kanyin,
tamarind, neem and Sal
weregrowninKandawgyi
Park, 4,600 plants in the
People' s Square and Peo-
ple’s Park, 700 in the
PyithuHIuttaw compound
and some 900 in Dagon
Myothit (South) Town-
ship.

Altogether 35,200
plantshavebeengrownin
Yangon West District,
48,000 in Yangon North
District and 284,000 in

Y angon South District.

In Yangon Division
over 625,000 plants have
been grown in the places
of trees fallen due to the
cyclone.

Uiy

Lt-Gen

MNA

Myint
Swe
waters a
star tree
inatree
planting
ceremony
in
Thanlyin
Town-
ship.

MNA

Uiy

8/1/18, 4:49 PM

Stability of the State, community peace and
tranquillity, prevalence of law and order
National reconsolidation

Emer gence of a new enduring State Consti-
tution

Buildingof anew moder ndeveloped nationin
accord with the new State Constitution

. Four economic abjectives

Development of agricultureasthebaseand all-
round development of other sectors of the
economy aswell

Proper evolution of the market-oriented eco-
nomic system

Development of theeconomy inviting partici-
pation in terms of technical know-how and
investments from sour ces inside the country
and abroad

The initiative to shape the national economy
must be kept in the hands of the State and the
national peoples

Four social objectives

Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character

Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education stand-
ards of the entire nation
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Conserve woodlands for
further regeneration

Myanmar isa country with a variety of
abundant natural resources. Its forest
cover age stands at morethan 50 per cent of
its area.

Various types of forests exist in many
regions of the nation based on climate and
geogr aphical features. For est productspartly
fulfil the basic needs of the people.

Thegover nmentisnow puttingintoaction
sever al plansit haslaid down for conser vation
of the forests around the nation. The plans
includethearid zonegreeningpr oj ect, special
teak plantations project, regeneration and
conservation of mangroves, and water shed
project.

Myanmar is blessed with many types of
invaluable forests such as teak forests,
ever greenforests, tropical deciduousfor ests,
and mangroves. Therefore, the people are
duty-bound to prevent defor estation.

People gain many benefits from forests
and trees—prevention of landdides, clean
water, scenic natur al beauties, conservation
of soil, protection of wildlife, conser vation of
watershed areas, and prevention of air
pollution.

The people are therefore to protect and
conserve the forests and trees for their
sustainable development and further
regener ation.

S

Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

/

/ VI % % % %

Eggsyield snake antivenin

]

Y ancGoN, 30 Aug—
“Horses are to be bred
systematically for
producing antivenin”,
said Industry-1 Minister
U Aung Thaung while
inspecting horse
breeding and production
process of horse blood
at Myanmar Phar-
maceutical Factory
(Yangon) in Gyogon,
Insein Township, here
yesterday.

Healsocalledupon
them to vaccinate the
horse against pandemic
diseases and conduct
researchand devel opment
tasks for yielding
antivenin against viper
bitefrompoultry eggs. He
later fulfilled their

Minister U Aung Thaung inspects breeding of horse for yielding snake

requirements.
The factory is
redoubling efforts for

antivenin.—iNDUSTRY-1

researching the ways of
producing antivenin
against viper bite and

producing antidotes for
human.
MNA
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Deputy Minister U Kyaw Thu posesfor a
group photo at Myanmar-Vietnam Political
Consultations Mesting.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS
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Dy FM back from Myanmar-Vietnam Political
Consultations meeting

Nay Pvi Taw, 30
Aug—A Myanmar
delegation led by Deputy
Minister for Foreign
Affairs U Kyaw Thu
arrived back Yangon by
air yesterday evening after
attending the 4™ Political
Consultationsbetweenthe
Ministries of Foreign
Affairs of the Union of
Myanmar andtheSocialist
Republic of Vietnam in
Hanoi from 25 to 28
August at theinvitation of
Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs Mr Dao
Viet Trung of Vietnam.

On 25 August,
Deputy Minister U Kyaw
Thuand party attended the

meeting and took part in
the discussions. Myanmar
and Vietnamese Deputy
Ministers for Foreign
Affairs exchanged views
on mutually beneficial
cooperation, ways to
promote the existing
friendshipand cooperation
between the two Foreign
Ministries and the two
countries, matters of
mutual interestsaswell as
for the benefits of the
region asawhole.

In the afternoon,
Chairmanof TripartiteCore
Group Deputy Minister U
Kyaw Thu met with Vice-
Chairman of the Centra
Steering Committee of

8/1/18, 4:49 PM

Flood and  Storm
Prevention of Vietnam Mr
Dao Xuan Hoc, Deputy
Minister for Agriculture
and Rura Development
and Central Steering
Committee members. The
two sides exchanged
experiences in preventing
and overcoming the
consequences of natural
disasters.

Accompanied by
Myanmar Ambassador to
Vietham U Aung Thein,
Deputy Minister U Kyaw
Thu called on Deputy
Prime Minister and
Minister of ForeignAffairs
MrPhamGiaKhiemat the
latter’ sofficeon 26 August

evening.
On 26 and 27
August, the deputy

minister and party visited
animal husbandary and
freshwater aquaculture
farm and foodstuff
manufacturein Bac Ninh
Province, Viettel Cor-
porationandPetroVietnam
Exploration Production
Corporation in Hanoi and
had friendly discussions
with the respective
personnel.— MNA

4 N\

M oder ate quake

joltsoutside
Myanmar

NAY Pyi Taw, 30
Aug—The Department
of Meteorology and
Hydrology issued earth-
guake news that a
moderate earthquake of
intensity 5.8 Richter scale
with its epicenter outside
of Myanmar (China)
about 800 milesnortheast
of Kaba Aye Seis-
mological observatory
wasrecorded at 15 hrs03
min 40 sec M ST today.
MNA)

\-




Egypt opens border crossing
with Gaza Strip

Gaza CiTy (GazaStrip),
30 Aug — Palestinian
officials say Egypt has
openeditsborder crossing
with the Gaza Strip,
allowing hundreds of
people to enter and leave

the coastal territory.
Egypt has opened the
Rafah crossing for two
days beginning Saturday.
Thousandsof Egyptian
citizens had been stuck in
Gaza with the border

sealed. Egypt closed the
crossing last year after
militant Muslim group
Hamas seized power of
the territory.

Palestinianofficialssay
they believe Egypt is
opening the crossing as a
goodwill gesture before
the holy Muslim month of
Ramadan which begins
next week.

Officials will allow
hundreds of Palestinians
needing medical trestment
to enter Egypt.
Palestinians with foreign
residency permitscanalso
leave Gaza, while
Pal estinianswhohad been
stuckin Egyptwill beable
toreturnhome.—Internet
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Team Australiapresentstheir fireworksdisplay over thecountry’ slandmark Seri
Saujana Bridge, during the Malaysia International Fireworks Competition
2008, being held in Putrajaya, Malaysia, on 29 Aug, 2008.—INTERNET

Revelersstand on a
float decorated with
flowers during the battle
of flowers paradein
Laredo, northern Spain,
on 29 Aug, 2008. This
year marksthe 100th
anniversary of the battle
of flowers paradein
Laredo. —INTERNET

Darling war ns of economic crisis

Lonpon, 30 Aug —
The UK is facing its
worst economic crisisin
60 years, Chancellor
Alistair Darling has
admitted.

He told the Guardian
newspaper that the
economic downturn
would bemore"profound
and long-lasting” than
most people had feared.

Using strong lan-
guage, Mr Darling
acknowledged voters

wereangry withLabour's | Darling had "let the cat

handling of theeconomy.
Shadow  Chancellor
George Osborne said Mr

out of the bag" about the
state of the economy.
Internet

Cuban leader verifies preventive
actionsto face hurricane threat

Thecenter of Tropical Storm Gustavis
picturedover theCaribbean Seainthis
NOAA satelliteimage. —XINHUA

Havana, 30 Aug — Cuban leader
Raul Castro Friday verified the
preventive actions taken in the west of
the country to face the tropical storm
Gustav, which has a possibility to

become the biggest hurricane since the
Katrinain 2005.

In the western province of Pinar del
Rio, Castro talked with officialsto know
about the preventive action plan, and
showed his confidence in the people's
training to face the storm, according to a
TV news bulletin.

Weather forecast showed Gustav was
moving toward Great Caiman and Cuba
on Friday noon, being expected to strike
the center of theregionwith awind speed
of up to 150 km per hour.

Civil Defense Nationa Staff received
cyclonic alert in the west of Cuba, while
the eastern sidewasstill onthewatch for
rainfalls, flooding and state of the dams.

Internet

Suicide
bombing hit
Int’l troops'
convoy near

Kabul

K aBut, 30 Aug — A
suicide bombing hit the
convoy of international
troops Saturday morning
in Paghman district,
outskirts of the Afghan
capital Kabul, casualties
feared, saidapoliceofficer
at the site.

I nternet
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Explosion in Sri Lankan capital
wounds at |east 44

CoLomeo, 30 Aug —
The Sri Lankan military
says an explosion has
rocked the capital,
Colombo.

A military official says
details on casualtieswere
notimmediately available
after Saturday's blast.

Pushpa Soyza, a
spokeswoman for a
Colombohospital, says44
wounded people are
receiving treatment there.
The military official
spoke on condition of
anonymity citing
government policy,

Sri Lankaisimmersed
inadecades-longcivil war
inwhich morethan 70,000
people have died.

TheTamil Tiger rebels
have fought for an
independent state in the
north and east since 1983.

Internet

Philippine 2004 ferry blast suspect
deported from Bahrain

M ANiLa, 30Aug—A
suspected terrorist who
masterminded the
passenger ferry blast that
killed over 100 people
south of Manila Bay four
years ago was deported
from Bahrain to the
Philippine on Saturday,
local media reported.

The Philippine
National Police officials
told local news network

ABS-CBN News that
Ruben Omar Pestano
LavillaJr.,alistedterrorist
of U.S. State Department,
was arrested in Bahrain
last July and the Bahrain
government had decided
to send him back to the
Philippines.
Lavillaisthe spiritual

and the supposed founder
of local terror group Rajah
Sulaiman Movement, a

group of Christianreverts
or converts which
authorities said has links
withtheAbu Sayyaf group
and Jemaah Islamiyah.
Police said Lavillais
includedinthesanctioned
list of the United Nation's
Security Council. He is
facing chargesof rebellion
and murder before alocal
court.
I nter net

8/1/18, 4:49 PM

Models wear creations by high school student
Yuko Yoshida (R) and Aika Sato during the High
School Student Fashion Design Award 2008 in
Tokyo on 30 Aug, 2008.—INTERNET
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Putin: Western sanctions not to
Isolate Russia

Russian Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin

Moscow, 30 Aug — Russian Prime
Minister Vladimir Putin said the
proposed Western sanctions against
Moscow would not leave the country
isolated. “1 believe that a country—
Russiain this case—that can enableits
citizens to maintain their honor and
dignity, protect their livesand fulfill its
international legal commitments... will
not be isolated,” Putin said in an
interview with German television

company ARD.

“Europe and the United States are
not the whole world,” he said in the
interview, whichwasshownonRussia' s
Channel One television on Friday
evening.

The premier also accused the
European countries of being under the
thumb of the United States.

“If European states want to serve
theforeign policy interestsof the United
States, | do not think they will gain
anything thereby,” hewasquoted by the
Interfax news agency as saying.

Earlier thisweek, Russian President
Dmitry Medvedev signed decrees
recognizing the independence of South
Ossetiaand Abkhazia, which brokefrom
central Georgian ruleduring warsin the
early 1990s. Georgia, aformer Soviet
republic and astaunch USally, haslong
been at odds with Russia over the two
breakaway regions and its own bids to
join NATO and the European Union.

Earlier thismonth, Georgiasent in
troops to reclaim South Ossetia,
triggering a military counter-offensive
from Russia. The conflict ended with a
ceasefireagreement between Thilis and
Moscow brokered by France. —Xinhua

China, Turkmenistan to expand
cooperation in variousfields

AsHcasaT, 30 Aug —
Visiting ChinesePresident
HuJintaoand hisTurkmen
counterpart Gurbanguly
Berdymukhamedov have
agreed to expand
cooperation in various
fields so as to push the

friendly ties forward,
according to a joint
statement issued here
Friday.

The two leaders noted
with satisfaction that
bilateral tieshaveenjoyed
sound and steady

development and yielded
rich fruitsin recent years.
They agreed further
development and con-
solidation of bilateral ties
will continue to guide the
foreign policies of both
countries. —Xinhua

Chinese President Hu Jintao (R) shakes handswith Turkmen President
Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov before having talksin Ashgabat on 29 Aug,

2008.— XINHUA

Wall Street tumbles as
personal income falls

New York, 30 Aug — Wall Street took a dive
Friday, asthe US government said personal incomes
fell more than expected in July and Dell reported

disappointing results.

The US Commerce Department reported that

personal incomes fell 0.7 percent in July. It was the
first decrease since August 2005 and worse than the
0.1 percent decrease that analysts had expected.
Meanwhile, consumer spending rose a modest 0.2
percent, inlinewith previousestimates. But thereading

Visitors watch a video
presentation at the
Sony exhibition stand
at the I nternational
Funkaustellung (IFA)
consumer electronics
fair in Berlin Aug. 29,
2008. ThelFA isthe
worlds largest
consumer electronics
exhibition and opens
to the public from 29
Aug to 3 Sept, 2008.
XINHUA

increased 0.6 percent in June. The decline of personal
income overshadowed abetter-than-expected reading
of University of Michigan consumer sentiment index.
L ower-than-expected earningsfromDell dragged

down technology-heavy Nasdaqg. Dell fell 14 percent,
after thecompany’ sprofit marginscameinwell below
what analysts had expected due to the decrease of
product prices. Meanwhile, analysts from Citigroup
and Bank of America cut target price for the world's
second-largest personal-computer maker. —Xinhua
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A member of French
tire manufacturer
Michelin moves some
of the 8,000 tyres
stocked on theracing
circuit the day before
the Le Mans 24 Hours
enduranceracein Le
Mans, France
recently.—XiNHUA

( All itemsfrom Xinhua NewsAgency |

Malaysia’'srice production expected to meet
86% of needs by 2010

KuaLa Lumpur, 30
Aug—Madaysia sproduc-
tion of riceis expected to
achieve 86 percent salf-
sufficiency level (SSL) by
2010following additional
allocations to maintain
food security, Finance

Ministry said in its
economic report rel eased
on Friday.

Paddy plantation
acreage is projected to
expand following the
devel opment of new paddy
areas, land rehabilitation

and improved agriculture
infrastructure, including
irrigation systems, the
ministry said.
Currently, Malaysiahas
reached SSL at 73 percent
for rice.

Xinhua

Death toll of listeria outbreak in Canadarisesto 9

Ottawa, 30 Aug — Another death has been linked to the current listeria
outbreak that is sweeping across Canada, raising thetotal death toll to nine, health

officials said Friday.

Thedeath happenedinthewestern provinceof British Columbia, whereatotal
of two people have died of the disease. The other six deaths occurred in Ontario
province. According to the Public Health Agency of Canada, there are 29
confirmed casesof theoutbreak straininthecountry and 35 casesunder investigation.
Theoutbreak originated from thetainted meat products of Maple L eaf Foods,
Canada shiggest food company. Thecompany hasclosed downitsTorontofacility
and issued arecall of 220 products. — Xinhua

8/1/18, 4:49 PM



Interview: French parliamentarian
sayswor ld knows China better
through Olympics

Paris, 30 Aug — “The Beijing
Olympic Gameswas awindow through
which peoplearoundtheworldgained a
better understanding about China,” said
Bernard Debre, amember of the French
National Assembly, on Friday.

Debre, who attended the opening
ceremony of the Beijing Olympics, told
Xinhuathat hewasoverwhelmed by the
splendid performances.

“It was an unforgettable night,” he
said, “the best thing about the opening
ceremony was that it combined
China's traditional civilization with

Chinahasimpressed thewholeworld
not only withbrilliant Olympicsopening
and closing ceremonies but also the
excellent organi zation of theGames, said
the lawmaker.

Beijing has adopted a series of
measures to ensure the smooth
proceeding of the Games, and the setting
aside of special Olympic lanes has
particularly facilitated the movement of
the athletes around the city, he added.

The unique designs of the Olympic
stadiums such asthe Bird’ sNest and the
Water Cubeare also very impressive, he
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Delivery of a second Airbus A380 to Emirates, the airline of the United Arab
Emirates, will suffer a further delay of two months, French daily Le Figaro
reported Saturday. Emirates put itsfirst giant A380 into service on 1 August

modernization.”

said. —Internet

with a direct flight from Dubai to New York.—INTERNET

Chinesedirector Jia Zhangke (C) poses with other cast members during a
photocall of hisshort film Cry Me a River at the 65th Venice I nternational
Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on 29 Aug, 2008. —INTERNET

KuaLa Lumpur, 30
Aug — To improve the
peopl€e’s living standard,
Malaysiangovernment on
Friday reiterated its
commitment to improve
accessibility to quality
educationand health care,
enhance the provision of
affordable and quality
housingaswell asincrease
coverage of water and
electricity supply to the
poor.

In addition, the
network of transport
facilities would also be

expanded, public safety
enhanced and the
environment protected,
said the Economic Report
2008/2009rel eased by the
Finance Ministry on
Friday.

Given the challenges
of rapid socio-economic
development and its
impactonfamilies, policy
initiativeswould betaken

M alaysian govt reiteratescommitment
to improve well-being of society

to promote a more caring

society, said the report.
The government
would expand and
enhance social assistance
programsin keeping with
thesepoalicy objectivesand
to mitigate the impact of
higher prices, especialy
among the vulnerable

groups, the report said.
Internet

New York residents mark
anniversary of HurricaneKatrina

New York, 30 Aug —
New York City residents
marked the third
anniversary of Hurricane
Katrinaslammingintothe
Gulf Coast region of the
United States Friday with
a Manhattan march to
support thosedisplaced by
thestorm. Accordingtoa
report available on
www.nyl.com,themarch
through the streets of
Manhattanwasdubbed“A
Cadll to Action, A Day of
Unity,” and participants
hopedtodraw attentionto
the plight of the working
class residents who have

been displaced by
gentrification.
In Washington Square

Park, the Judson Memo-
rial Church hosted a
fundraiser for those
displaced by the storm.
Meanwhile, a new
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report released Friday
found that nearly half of
the 1,000 Louisiana
residents who died in
Hurricane Katrina were
aged 75 or older.
Researchers from the
Center for DiseaseControl
and the Louisiana Office
of Public Health were
cited as saying that many
elderly residentswereill-
preparedfor theaftermath
of the storm or too frail to
leave their homes.
Internet

Two killed, 16 injured in
blast in central Turkey

ANKARA, 30 Aug— Two peoplewerekilled and 16
others injured in an explosion in a factory in central
Turkey on Friday, the semi-official Anatolia news
agency reported.

Accordingtothereport, theexpl osion, which occurred
at 2:50 pmlocal time (1150 GMT), rocked agunpowder
plant of Turkish defense company MK E Barut Factory
in Kirikkale province, leaving two people dead and 16
othersinjured.

Internet

Indian boat mishap
claims 20 lives

New DeLHI, 30 Aug —
InIndian Bihar, at least 20
persons were feared dead
when an army boat
carrying flood victims
capsized in the swollen
Kos river in Madhepura
district during rescue
operation,NDTV reported
on Saturday.

Theboat, carrying over
60flood victimsand some
personnel of the army,
overturned and sank near

Flood-affected villagers
walk through Jankipur
villagein Poornia district,
Indiaon29August. Atleast
20 people are feared dead
after an overloadedrescue
boat capsized in the flood-
hit eagtern region where
hundreds of thousands of
people have been
marooned.—I NTERNET

8/1/18, 4:49 PM

MirganjinMurliganj block
of the district Friday

evening.
The tragedy occurred
as the boat was

overcrowded with people
eager toreach asafeplace.
Theboat hadgonetorescue
villagers from Murligan
area and when returning
the boats were caught in
swirl. Some of therescued
villagersjumpedout of fear
unsettling the boat, which
caused the disaster.

The state disaster
management department
additional commissioner
Pratyaya Amrit said while
32 of its occupants were
saved by the rescue team,
20 others, including an
army havildar, were
reported missing and
feared drowned.
Additional rescueteamsof
the army and National
Disaster Response Force
have been pressed into
servicetolocatethebodies
and possible survivors.

Internet
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-

T he glass with half full

of water

-

Now, Myanmar’ stransitiontodemocracy isgoing
to cometo fruition. To put it another way, the nation
will transform from the rule of the Tatmadaw to the
peopl€’ srulein two years.

It took many years for the nation to create the
present conditions. Ittook longer thanit should bedue
tovariousformsof difficulties, crisesand disruptions.
In the meantime, the disagreement between those
who put their wishes in the fore and those who were
gearing up for a prosperous future of the nation grew
into conflicts.

Thereal desireof thepeopleistoformademocratic
human society. They understand and accept the
situations that take place in the transitional period.
They are worried that the nation’ s situations will go
uncontrollable. So, they joined hands of their own
accordwiththe Tatmadaw government to achievethe
national goals.

Intheprocess, the Tatmadaw government upholds
the desire of the people; puts national interestsin the
fore; does not betray the motherland; builds a new
nation; and implements the four political objectives,
four economic objectives and four social objectives.
The State's 12 noble objectives are very rewarding
because they were laid down in the opportune time.
Despite the hindrances created by local anti-
government elements, the drive to realize the
objectivesis going smooth.

The events that took place in May 2008 gave
profound evidence to reliability of the above-
mentioned points. Moreover, they indicated to
Myanmar’s political improvement, economic
growthand social vigour intandem. In other words,
they reflected the nation’s achievement in
implementing the State’'s political, economic and
social objectives.

Asthefirst political objective, community peace
and rule of law were restored nearly cent per cent.
Moreover, national reconsolidationwasachieved. As

aresult of discharging the duties based on these two
achievements, the government could take necessary
measures, announcingthatitwould holdthereferendum
for approval of the State constitution, thefinal stage of
the political objective “ Emergence of anew enduring
State Constitution”, on 10 May 2008.

However, while trying its best for transition and
national development, Myanmar suffered a major
setback triggered by thestorm“Nargis’ that devastated
the southern part of the deltain Ayeyawady Division
and some regions of Yangon Division. Had not the
government carried out nation-building tasks much,
the nation would have been in dire straits. Only with
the achievementsin the political, economic and social
sectors, could the nation show resilience to the
catastrophe.

The peopl€ spolitical awarenessremained serene
when they were in the face of the unprecedented
natural disaster. Myanmar people by nature want to
broaden their horizons and build a new one if the
present oneisout of order, and equip themselveswith
unwavering spirit. So, they kept on carrying out
transition process. The referendum was held
successfully in the 278 townships except the 47
townshipsthat wereintheprocessof being rehabilitated
to recover from the natural disaster. Two weeks later
on24May, thereferendumwasheldinthe47remaining
townships.

That political movement was largely due to
economic prospects of the nation, along with high
morae and education standard of the entire people,
dynamism of patriotic spirit, and preservation of the
national character.

Some regions were paralyzed by the storm
“Nargis’, but the nation’s economic policy eased the
sufferingsto acertain degree. Myanmar’ seconomy is
not asystem which cannot endurethe domino effectin
the economic downturijn.

- The nation is working hard to achieve

Ve

The real desire of the people is to]
form a democratic human society.
They understand and accept the
situations that take place in the

transitional period.

=

4 )

Had not the govern-
ment carried out nation-
buildingtasksmuch,the
nation would havebeen
\in dire straits.

. An Observer

J

development of agriculture as the base and
all-round development of other sectors of
economy aswell.

- Ittook measurestoensurethat variousregions,
multi-purpose agricultural projectsand other
economic sectors can rely on each other to
avoid a situation in which the whole nation
relies on only one or two regions for the
economy.

- Itisworking hard for proper evolution of the
market-oriented economic system.

- Local and foreign technical know-how and
investments are being made to an extent. (In
that case, considerable success has been
achieved despite economic sanctions and
trade embargo imposed by some foreign
countries).

- Now, the initiative to shape the national
economy has been kept in the hands of the
State and the national peoples.

- Besides, with alot of experience, the State
has been successful in implementing the
border area development project, special
construction project, rural devel opment tasks,
24 special region devel opment project, urban
area development project and national
economic development project. Likewise,
Stateinvestmentshaveyiel dedlotsof benefits
nationwide.

Therefore, relief and rehabilitation tasks have
been carried out in the cyclone Nargis-hit regions
keeping pace with the times. Most of the affected
areas have mainly relied on the water transport since
ancient times. In the time of the Tatmadaw
government, a network of bridges were built and
those regions can be accessible by road at any time
thanks to the emergence of Bo Myat Tun Bridge,
Twantay Bridge, Dedaye Bridge, Pyapon Bridge,
Maubin Bridge and Myaungmya Bridge.

(Seepage 7)
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T he glass with half
full of water

N

(from page 6)

With experiences gained from the history of
Myanmar, there has aways been cooperation of the
government, the people and the Tatmadaw in every
national defence duty and in every nation-building
endeavour. Today’ strangitional period canbecalledthe
periodof nation-buildingtasks. Somachinery, workforce
and expertise existing in the sites of nation-building
tasks could be moved to and used in relief and
reconstructionwork of thestorm-hitregions. Thepeople
on their part aso actively participated in the tasks. As
Tatmadaw membersarealwaysready toservethepublic
interest anywhere anytime, they were able to reach the
storm-affected areas the earliest to do rescue work.

Besides providing workforce, the State also
sent enough State funds and food items to the storm
survivors. Construction companies from various
development projects moved to the affected regions
in time to lend their helping hand. Various social
organizations also rendered their humanitarian aid.
National entrepreneursmadetheir generousdonations
for the well-being of the State as well as the people.

Similarly, the national people from all corners of the
country helped as much as they could.

Myanmar has had a fine tradition that the
government always protects the people and the
Tatmadaw always participates in the public welfare
tasks. Thereconstructioneffortinthestorm-hitregions
this time was far greater than the previoustimes. Itis
systematic and the people are well-disciplined with
farsightedness.

Two fruitful resultsarethat entrepreneurscame
to put moreenergy intothe Stateand the publicwelfare
tasks asif they are national corporations and that the
people from all walks of life came to give a helping
hand in times of emergency. It means that social
infrastructures have come into shape. In other words,
it can be reviewed that the people of all backgrounds
haveconcentrated on national politicswithout heading
for party politics.

Myanmar was in a chaotic state in 1988 due to
therepercussionsof international incidents. However,
the State, the people and the Tatmadaw managed to
overcome al difficulties and Myanmar has beenin a

With experiences gained from the history of
Myanmar, there has always been cooper ation of
thegover nment, thepeopleand the Tatmadaw in
every national defenceduty and in every nation-

building endeavour.

" An Observer =

Today’s Myanmar
Ismakingheadway and
Its situation is like a
glassthat hasbeen half-
filled with water. It is
our duty to fill the
remaining half.

peaceful transitional period. Later, some big nations
interferedin Myanmar’ saffairsto have atremendous
change. But Myanmar also overcame the hardship.
Unexpectedly, the cyclone Nargis caused a shock to
Myanmar. Again, thegovernment, the peopleandthe
Tatmadaw were able to address the problem.

As regards the fourth objective of the four
political objectives, it istime to build a new modern
developed nation in accord with the new State
constitution. At the same time, it is necessary to
further consolidatethefirst three objectives. Itisalso
neededtokeepintheforethefour economicobjectives
and the four social objectives.

Today’s Myanmar is making headway and its
situation islike aglass that has been half-filled with
water. It is our duty to fill remaining half. The
prevailing objective conditions of the nation have
provedthat wehavehad confidence, wisdom, goodwil|
and energy to fill the glassto reach itsrim.

Trandation: MS+ST

Minister Maj-Gen Aung Min inspects engine parts at diesel locomotive

shed (Ywahtaung).—mR
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Rail Transportation Minister: Put all
energiesinto work to hit targets

Nay Pyi Taw, 30
Aug — Minister for Rail
Transportation Maj-Gen
Aung Min and Deputy
Minister ThuraU Thaung
Lwininspected coachand
wagon workshop
(Myitnge) yesterday.
Officials concerned
reported on functions of
the workshop and the
deputy minister gave a
supplementary report.
The minister gave

8/1/18, 4:49 PM

instructions on
supervision of the work

of first and upper class
coaches.

and carrying out the tasks
tohit thetargetsinaccord
with the standard set.
The minister observed
manufacturing of spare
parts for carriages,
flooringandroofing of the
coaches, wagons, and
sleepers for upper class,
installation of led lighting
system in the ordinary
coaches and completion

The minister inspected
production processof set-
squaresand stockpiling of
concrete sleepers.

The minister went to
diesel locomotive shed
(Ywahtaung) and
inspected e-library and
repair of locomotivesand
display of rubber spare
parts.

MNA
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felicitates M alaysian With noble mi

counter part : o
| —In serving public interest
NAY Pyi Taw, 31 Aug — On the occasion of —DO not dewate from own Way

the 51% Anniversary of the Independence Day of
Malaysia, which falls on 31 August 2008, His —Because Of ganders
—Just carry it on

VEYRY
nd

GUBUE

Excellency U NyanWin, Ministerfor Foreign Affairs
of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of

felicitations to His Excellency Ybhg Datuk Seri N

UtamaDr RaisY atim, Minister of Foreign Affairsof | | |24 > (Vener able Shwe Hi ntha Sayadaw) @

Malaysia r\,,“{ ﬁ Y
MNA || & 6\ ‘@ 6\5; ;_ @\ @\J:/ ﬁ@l

Ministry gets PRC-aided Tech School

Nay Pyvi Taw, 30
Aug—A ceremonytohand
over Technical Training
School (Mandalay) was
held at the training school
in Aungmye Thazan
Township, Mandalay on
29 August morning.

Minister for
Industry-2 Vice-Admira
Soe Thein and
Ambassador of the
Peopl€ sRepublicof China
Mr Guan Mu formally
opened thetraining school
and unveiled its stone
inscription.

This was followed
by the handover of the
training school in which
Minister Vice-Admiral
Soe Thein expressed
thanks and Chinese
Ambassador Mr GuanMu
spoke.

Next, Managing
Director of Myanmar
Automobile and Diesel
Engine Industries U Soe
Myint and Economic and
Commercial Counsellor
Mr Tang Hai of PRC
Embassy signed the

agreement on handover of
thefacility and exchanged
it.

After that, the
minister presented giftsto
theambassador and guests
and had a documentary
photo taken together with
them, which brought the
ceremony to an end.

Afterwards, the
minister and guestsviewed
lecturehallsandworkshops
of thetraining schoal.

Thetraining schooal,
complete with one main
lecturehall, laboratory, one

specid learning hal, four
workshops, one recreation
room and one sub-power
station, will conduct aone-
year fundamental technical
training course covering
six-subjectsandwill beable
to produce 200 technicians
per year.

The training school
was established with the
grant of the PRC under the
programmeof providingaid
between the Myanmar
Government and the PRC
Government.

MNA

Minister Vice-Admiral Soe Thein and PRC Ambassador Mr Guan Mu
formally open Technical Training School (Mandalay).—mNA

Women-to-women

assistance in Delta
Nay Pvi Taw, 30 Aug— Asatoken of sympathy

for storm survivor women in Ayeyawady Division,
CEC member Daw Ni Ni Win of the Myanmar
Women' sAffairsFederation handed over K 30million
donated by the federation to Ayeyawady Division
WAOQO Patron Daw Win Win Maw and General
Secretary Dr Daw Myint Kyi, relief supplies by All
ChinaWomen'’ sFederationto Chairpersonof Division
WAO Daw Yi Yi Aung and chairpersons of District

WAGOs.

Later, they discussed systematic allotment of
cash to thewomen from storm-hit townships. — MNA

Cash and kind for the aged

Y anGon, 30 Aug — As part of contributing to
welfareservicesfor Hninzigon Homefor the Aged, the
Organizing Department of the Myanmar Women’s
Affairs Federation served the aged with special
refreshments and donated cash to the funds of the
home in Bahan Township this morning.

Head of the Organizing Department Dr Daw
Nyunt Nyunt Oo handed K 150,000 for the special
refreshments and K 100,000 to the funds through
officias.

Chairperson Daw Khin Myo Thu of Yangon
Division Women's Affairs Organization and party
presented K 100,000tothefundsand Thiri Thudhamma
Theingi Daw TinNweOo, traditional medicinesworth
K 150,000. — MNA

Technical
Training
School
(Manda-
lay) in
Aungmye
Thazan
Town-
ship,
Manda-

lay.

MNA
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Basic
electrical
skill for staff

Y ANGON, 30Aug—
A ceremony to conclude
Basic Electrical Skill
Course No. 1/2008 was
held at the Industrial
Coordination and
I nspection Department on
Kyaikwaing PagodaRoad
in Mayangon Township,
here, yesterday morning.

At the ceremony,
Deputy Director-General
U Than Aye of the ICID
make concluding speech
on behalf of the Minister
for Industry-1, and
presented prizes and
certificatesto outstanding
trainees.

A total of 76
trainees had attended the
| CID-organized course.

MNA
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Donate
Blood




/ Sportswin over Culture by wide
margin, Information and L& F

In 2-2 draw

NAy Pyi Taw, 30
Aug — Sports Ministry
trounced Culture Ministry
10-2 in the second round
of the 2™ Inter-Ministry
Football Tournament at
Nay Pyi Taw No. 1
Football Ground.

At Nay Pyi Taw
Pyinmana Paunglaung
Sports Ground, Ministry
of Information and
Ministry of Livestock and

Fisheries held a 2-2
draw.

Among the
spectators were Minister
for Information Brig-
Gen Kyaw Hsan,
departmental heads,
trainees of Basic Library
Science Course of
Information and Public
Relations Department,
departmental staff and
family members.

On 1 September,
Commerce Ministry will
play against Defence
Ministry at Nay Pyi
Taw No. 1 Football
Ground, while Religious
Affairs Ministry will
compete against Home
Affairs Ministry at Nay

Pyi Taw Pyinmana
Paunglaung  Sports
Ground.

MNA
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Objectives of the 16" Myanmar
Traditional Cultural Performing
Arts Competitions

Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character

Uplift of themoraleand morality of theentire

nation

K eepinggenuinepatriotism based on national
solidarity alive and dynamic
Turning out younger generation who will
continue to safeguard the national culture
and char acter

Minister Brig-Gen

Kyaw Hsan enjoys

the match between
Ministry of

Information and
Ministry of
Livestock and

Fisheries.

MNA

Health Deputy Minister ingpectshospitals

Yancon, 30 Aug— A work
coordination meeting on enhancing the
quality of treatment of central level
hospital stokeep abreast of international
level took place at the University of
Nursing (Yangon) on 28 August with
an address by Deputy Minister for
Health Dr Mya Oo.

After the meeting, the deputy
minister and party inspected medical
check-up of pregnant women at OPD of
the Central Women'’s Hospital.

Next, they looked into the use of
ultrasound, functions of the Bio-
chemistry Department, Microbiology

Department, Hematology Department
and Parasitology Department, treatment
given a intensive care unit, operation
theatre, special child care unit and
delivery room and gave necessary
instructions.

On arrival at the Children’'s
Hospital, the deputy minister and party
looked into the use of X-ray, ultrasound,
medical treatment given at the newly
born child unit, Medical Ward-1,
intensivecareunit, Surgical Ward-3, and
functions of blood bank, Hematology
Department, and |aboratory.

MNA

Deputy Minister Dr Mya Oo speaks at the meeting on enhancing
quality of treatment of central level hospitals.—mNA
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ASEAN-India Workshop discusses Development
of Buddhist Pilgrimage Tourism

Y aNGoN, 30Aug—
Myanmar hosted the
ASEAN-India Workshop
on the Development of
Buddhist Pilgrimage
Tourism in Bagan,
Mandalay and Yangon
from 25 to 28 August,
attended by officials of
Tourism Ministries of
ASEAN countries and
India, private tour
operators and experts.

On 25 August,
Deputy Minister for Hotels
and Tourism Brig-Gen
Aye Myint Kyu, Deputy
Secretary-General of
ASEAN Mr Nicholas
Tandi Dammen and
Undersecretary Mr Bani
Brata Roy of Indian
Ministry of Tourism
formally opened the
workshop at Bagan
Nanmyint Tower.

In the first-day
session of the workshop,
Director-General U Htay
Aung of Directorate of
Hotels and Tourism
presided over the
workshop together with
members of the panel of

8/1/18, 4:49 PM

chairmen Undersecretary
Mr Bani BrataRoy of India
and Director Mr Binh Vu
The of Vietnamese
National Tourism
Administration. Experts
explained flourishing of
Buddhism and pilgrimage
tours. Representatives of
the ASEAN and India
discussed development of
Buddhist pilgrimage of
their countries.

At Mandalay Hill
Resort on 26 August,
Director-General U Htay
Aung presided over the
workshoptogether withDr
Khin Maung Nyunt and
market promotion expert
Dr Zulkifli Bin Mohamad
of Malaysia. The
participants discussed
seeking ways for joint

Buddhist pilgrimage
betweenASEAN andIndia
and project process.

On 27 August, the
meeting to review the
workshop took place at
InyalLakeHotel in'Y angon
and the participants
approved the discussion
report and procedure on
Development of Buddhist
Pilgrimage Tourism Plan.

Representatives of
ASEAN and India visited
ShwedagonPagoda, Mahas
Meditation Centre, Shwe-
zigonand AnandaPagodas,
lacquerware houses, Maha
Gandayon Monastery,
Maha Muni Buddha
Image and International
Theravada  Buddhist
Missionary University in
Yangon. — MNA

Childcare knowledge for families

Yancon, 30 Aug — Organized by Yangon
Division Social Welfare Department, Basic Coursefor
Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) will
be conducted every Friday, Saturday and Sunday from
12 September to 26 October. Those wishing to attend
thecoursemay contact Y angonDivision Social Welfare
Department at No 247/269 on Shwegondine Road in
Bahan Township (Ph: 552957,552927).—MNA
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Y ESB serving local people,
iIndustries with electricity

N

Many overhead power lines of electricity
supply network were damaged in Yangon and
Ayeyawady Divisions due to the storm that hit there
on 2 and 3 May. Most of the people thought that
electricity might not be supplied to Y angon for quite
sometime. Thanksto concerted effortsof electricians
andworkers, main pointsof Y angon such asMilitary
Hospital (500-bed), the Department of Medical
Research and Myanma Radio and Television got
electricity at night after the storm had hit. At night of
4" May, electricity could be re-supplied to Y angon
General Hospital, City Hall, Shwedagon Pagodaand
residential areasinKyauktada, Pabedan, Latha, Bahan
and Mayangon townships. One month later, al the
storm-hit areasin’Y angon Division could besupplied
with electricity cent per cent.

Remarkable efforts of officials at different
levels under the Ministry of Electric Power No. 2
were seen following the guidance of the Head of
State.

| had interviewswith officialsof Yangon City
Electricity Supply Board on its power supply to the
local people and industries.

In shaping the Union of Myanmar asamaodern
and developed nation, electricity is essential.
Electricity playsapivotal rolein undertaking sector-
wise development of the nation. Indeed, only when
effortsareto bemadefor consolidatingtheelectricity
sector, will the remaining sectors be devel oped.

In Y angon, power consumption of factories,
workshops, industrial zones and modern housings
becomehigher becausethey apply moderntechnol ogy
and electronic equipment in their livelihoods.

According to the dataup to 1 January 2008 of
the Yangon Division Immigration and National
Registration Department, there were 1,238,168
households in Yangon Division. Y angon including
industrial zones, waterworks of YCDC, CNG lines
and fuel stations, state-owned factories, lamp-post
lights and traffic lights, religious buildings and

_ Article& Photos: Kayan Soe Myint jﬂ

diplomaticresidential areasconsume512.5 megawatts
in day time and 497 megawatts at night time. At
present, YESB is fully supplying power to the power
demands.

In line with the guidance of the Head of State,
theY ESB wasformedwithonechairman, onesecretary,
one joint-secretary and four heads of department —
management, finance, supply and engineering—on 1
April 2006.

Y ESB keeps under its control five 230/66/33
KV power stations, 19 66/33/11 KV power stations,
263 33/11/6.6 KV power stationsand 6,126 11/6.6/
0.4 KV power stations. Moreover, overhead power
linessuch as61.03 mileslong 66 KV line, 3,203.67
miles long 33 KV line, 681.805 miles long 11 KV
line, 393.75 miles long 6.6 KV line and 2,359.12
mileslong 0.4 KV line are also under control of the
YESB. Furthermore, the board has underground
power cables — 22.39 miles long 66 KV line,
432.66 mileslong 33KV line, 120.13 mileslong 11
KV line, 312.25 mileslong 6.6 KV line and 162.14
miles long 0.4 KV line.

Due to higher power consumption in Yangon
Division, the YESB built more 66/33/11 KV power
stations, five power stations a8 MRTV-3, Tawwin,
Waibagi, Shwepaukkan and Dagon Myothit (North)
Township including a 66 KV power line, four
transformers at Pathein Nyunt, Parami Bailey,
Kyaikkasan and Hlawga and one 230/66 KV
transformer and seven 66 KV power lines —
Hsinmalelk-MRTV-3, Thakayta, Thakayta-Pathein
Nyunt, Dagon (East)-Shwepaukkan, Dagon (East)-
Waibagi, Dagon (East)-Industrial Zone and
Kyaikwaing-Seinpanmyaing.

The YESB manages to supply €electricity to
4,388 factories of 14 industrial zones in Yangon
Division, 136 factories of ministries, 86 factories of
Ministry of Industry-1, 35 embassies and
organizations, 36 CNGfilling stations, 42 waterworks,
47 hospitalsincluding military hospitals, 134 traffic

U

Technicians of
Power Control
Division of MEPE
discharging duties to
ensure electricity
supply to Yangon
round the clock.

U

YESB Secretary Lt-Col Maung Maung Latt
(Retd) explains current power supply system
in Yangon.

lights, lamp-post lightsand 747,600 housesincluding
those who consume power by paying foreign
exchange. In addition, the board installed paddy
husk-fired power generatorsin Kamamat Villagein
Kayan Township and Thawuntaung Village in
Twantay Township.

Electricity generated from natural gasturbines
under the Ministry of Electric Power No. 2 and
hydropower plants under the Ministry of Electric
Power No. 1 are purchased from the respective
ministries at the fixed prices for supplying power to
the people through the national grid system. The
Power Control Divison of Myanma Electric Power
Enterprise under the Ministry of Electric Power No. 2
seestostabilizing of power supply functionsthroughthe
power, line and carrier-PLC system.

Withregardtotheopportunitiesfor morepower
consumption of the people and for instalation of
electric meters, Secretary of YESB Lt-Col Maung
Maung L att (Retd) explained that the board manages
toinstall e ectricmetersfor thepeopleand substitution
of overheadlinesandtransformersinY angonDivision
in line with the motto “Every power consumer must
get electricity”; that power consumers are being
provided with installation of electric meters with K
57,000 per home meter; and that the electric meters
with the capacities of 10 kilowatts, 20 kilowatts and
30 kilowatts and industrial-use power meters are
being installed at designated places within a day
under supervisionof thetownshipelectrical engineers.
He continued to say that for further information and
complaints, every power consumer may dial
01-229144 and 01-215048 of YESB, 09-51-00951,
01-215039 and 01-215047 of I nspection Department.

*kkk*x
Trandation: TTA
Myanma Alin: 27-8-2008
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Senior Chinese leader urges better
service, security work for

Beling, 30 Aug—
Senior Communist Party
of China (CPC) officia
Zhou Yongkang Friday
called for better services
and security work for next
month’s  Paralympic
Games during an inspec-
tion of Beijing South Rail-
way station.

Zhou, a member of

Paralympics

the Standing Committee of
the Political Bureau of the
CPC Centra Committee,
on Friday toured facilities
for the disabled at the sta-
tion such as lanes for the
blind and specid lifts.
“We should spareno
efforts in providing the
best service and maintain-
ing security for the

Pardympics,” Zhou said.
Zhou then took the
Beijing-Tianjin intercity
expresstotheindugtria city

of Tianjin.

He inspected restr-
ooms for the disabled on
the train, stressing that the
disabled should be re-
spected, well cared for and
better served.
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Theschooner Bluenosel |, of Lunenburg, Nova Scotia, Canada, isseen off thebow

of the schooner Thomas E. Lannon, of Gloucester, Mass, on 29 Aug, 2008, off

Gloucester, Mass. The Bluenose |1 was arriving for the 24th annual Gloucester
Schooner Festival, which runsthrough, Sunday, on 31 Aug.—INTERNET

Several militantskilled near

Afghan capital

KaBuL, 30 Aug—The US-led Coalition on Friday
eliminated several militantsin an operation to disrupt
militant activities in Kapisa province, some 80
kilometers north from Afghan capital Kabul, said a
Codlition statement released here on Saturday.

The force searched a compound in Nijrab dis-
trict targeting a Taliban commander smuggling weap-
onsinto Afghanistan, aswell as conducting IED (Im-
provised Explosive Device) attacks against interna-

tional forces, the statement said.

“ After receiving heavy AK-47 and RPG fire, Coa
lition forcesinstructed the militantsto come out peace-
fully in order to de-escal ate the situation when several
women and children exited the compound and were
moved to asafeares,” it said. Coalition forces con-
tinued engaged militantswith precision airstrikes, kill-

ing several militants, it added.

Zhou said the Para-
lympics should lead to na-
tionwideimprovementsfor
services for the disabled.

In  Tianjin, he in-
spected a community in
Nankai Didtrict, the Letters
and CallsReception Office
in Hebel Didtrict and lis-
tened to a report on the
city's socia and economic
development and socid star
bility.

Zhou stressed that all
security sectors shall con-
tinueeffortsto maintain so-
cia stability and public or-
der duringthe Paralympics,
which will be held from 6
to 17 Sept.

Internet Internet

Threecharged in plot
to kill British

Prime Minister

Lonpon, 30 Aug— Threemen charged
in connection with aleged threats to as-
sassinate Britain'sprime minister appeared
in court for thefirst time Friday.

All were ordered to be held until their
next appearance at City of Westminster
Magistrates Court. Ishagq Kanmi, 22, of
Blackburn, England, was charged with so-
liciting murder, belonging or professingto
belong to Al Qaeda, inviting support for
Al Qaeda, and dissemination of terrorist
publications.

Abbas Igbal, 23, and llyas Igbal, 21,
brothersfrom Blackburn, were charged
with possession of an article suspected
to be connected with an act of terror-
ism.—Internet

Truck crashesinto Cana-

dian sushi joint, killstwo

OtTAawA, 30 Aug—A pickup truck
crashed through the front window of a
busy sushi restaurantin Canada, killing
two women and injurinpolice said
Frida.

The blue mid-size truck slammed
through the Halu Sushi restaurant in
Maple Ridge, British Columbia on
Thursday night, scattering people asit
crashed into tables and chairs, wit-
nesses said. The 51-year-old driver was
in police custody, but no charges have
been filed. Cpl. Dale L. Carr said in-
vestigators were [ooking into whether
it was an intentional act.

Candice Denoni, who saw the truck
speed into the sushi restaurant, said the
driver appeared to make no effort to
slow down.—Internet

In this hand out image provided
by Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki a 2,300-year-old
gold wreath among human bones
in a water-logged gold jar found
isseen. Archaeologists say the dis-
covery, at the ancient city of Aigai
in northern Greece, isvery impor-
tant due to the richness of the
artifacts and the unusual cir-
cumstances in which they were
buried.

The University  of
Thessaloniki said in a state-
ment Friday that the "aston-
ishing" discovery was made
during its excavations this
week in the ruins of ancient
Aigal. The city was the first
capital of ancient Macedonia,
whereKing Philip || — father
of Alexander the Great — was
|assassinated.

Marcus Eriksen steps onto the pier in
Honolulu on Wednesday, 27 Aug, 2008,
after he and fellow eco-mariner Joel
Paschal completed a three-month,
2,600-mile voyage from Long Beach,
Ca., in amakeshift raft. Theraft called
JUNK wasmadeof 15,000 plasticbottles
and a Cessna 310 fuselage.

Albanianartist Saimir Strati, 42, creates
a cork mosaic of a guitarist at the
Sheraton Hotel in Tirana 21 August,
2008. Strati isusing 300.000 corkson a
banner measuring 96 squaremetres, to
create what he hopes will be entered
into the Guinness World Records. The
work will take around 27 days to
complete.

L ove triangle behind Dutch hijack hoax

flight would be
hijacked turned
out to be a hoax

A telephone
threat saying a
Dutch holiday

Ancient gold treasure puzzles
Greek archaeologists

Gold wreaths are rare and
were buried with ancient
noblesor royalty. But thefind
is also highly unusual as the
artifacts appear to have been
removed from agraveduring
ancient timesand, for reasons
that are unclear, reburied in
the city's marketplace near
the theater where Philip was
stabbed to death.

call by a jealous
|lover, Dutch news
agency ANP re-
ported on Friday.
The plane oper-
ated by Dutch
budget airline
Transaviawas due
toleave Rotterdam
for BodruminTur-
key on Tuesday
but was evacuated
after emergency
servicesreceived a

phone call saying
it would be hi-
jacked.

The Dutch pub-
lic prosecutor said
on Friday there
were no indica-
tionsthat the plane
was at real risk,
and it was now
treating the case as
ahoax.

A 31l-year-old
man held for ques-
tioning was re-
leased on Friday,
but a man and a

woman are still
being held on sus-
picion of supply-
ing false informa-
tion, the prosecu-
tor said on its
website.

ANP quoted the
lawyer of the
released man
as saying the
hoax call arose
out of alovetrian-
gle consisting of
his client and an-
other man and
woman.

M attel awarded
100 million dollarsin
Barbie-Bratz spat

Mattel, maker of the ever-popular
“Barbie” fashion doll, was awarded
100 million dollars in damages
Tuesday, after ajury last monthfound
MGA Entertainment in breach of
contract for making the Barbie-rival
“Bratz” doll.

“Mattel has pursued this case first
and foremost as a matter of principle.
Wehaveanobligationtoour employees
and to our shareholders to defend
ourselves against competitors who
engage in unfair business practices
againstus,” company CEO Bob Eckert
said in a statement after a California
jury announced the compensation
award.

A 10-person jury on July 18
unanimously decided Bratz had been
designed by Carter Bryant while he
was still aMattel employee, in breach
of contract with the toy giant.

Bryant entered into a contract with
CaliforniarbasedMGA, licensing Bratz
to them in September 2000, while he
worked for Mattel, which he left one
month later.

NeEwsALBUM
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Workers put thefinal toucheson seatsin front of the completed three-storey pit
buildingin Singaporerecently. Singaporeisgivingworkersin thetourismsector

Los ANGELES, 30 Aug
— A former US Marine
sergeant accused of
killingfour unarmed Iragi
detainees was acquitted
on Thursday of all
criminal charges in the
case, includingvoluntary
mansl aughter.

A federal court jury
deliberated for six hours
before finding Jose Luis
Nazario Jr, 28, not guilty
of charges that he
unlawfully Kkilled or
ordered his squad

Battalion, 1st Marine
Regiment in northern
Fallujah in an attempt
to retake the city from
insurgent forces.

Two other Marines
from the same squad face
military courts-martial in
theslayings. They were
considered key witnesses

USjury acquitsex-Marinein Iragi killings

in the prosecution case
but refused to testify,
despite a grant of
immunity, on grounds of
constitutional protections
against self-
incrimination. The judge,
however, has cited them
for contempt.
MNA/Reuters

“Gustav” killsnearly 70in
Caribbean, aimsat US

Kineston, 30 Aug — Tropical Storm Gustav was

atune-up beforetensof thousands of auto racing fansdescend on the city-state
for the world’ sfirst Formula One Grand Prix night race—INTERNET

Britisnh Navy sailorsfail drugstest

Lonbon, 30 Aug —
Eighteen sailors on a
Royal Navy warshiphave
failed aroutine drugs test
during deployment in the
South Atlantic, the
Ministry of Defence
(MoD) said on Thursday.

It wasthebiggest such
incident in the Navy's
history. Theresultscame
during a regular com-
pulsory drugtest onboard
HMSLiverpool, aType42
Destroyer.

“TheRoyal Navy does
not tolerate misuse of
drugsby its personnel and
internal action is under
way against all 18
individuals,” the MoD
said in a statement.

“Notwithstanding the
numbers involved in this

single unprecedented
incident, which is being
treated very serioudly, it
has not affected the ship's
ability to do itsjob.”
HMS Liverpool,
which has 240 crew
onboard, hasmost recently
been taking part in ajoint
exercisearoundthelsland
of South Georgia. She
regularly patrols the
Falklands.
Inthepast, thewarship

had been used in
combating drug
smuggling in the

Caribbean, though there
isnolink with the current
incident.

The 18 sailors were
tested after having gone
ashore during a break in
Brazil, mediareportssaid.

It is not clear what drugs
were involved, and
whether the 18 included

membersto kill the four
Iragis on 9 November,
2004, in the insurgent
Iragi stronghold of
Fallujah.

Nazario led a 13-
member squad of Kilo

women. —MNA/Reuters | Company, 3rd

L ebanese helicopter hit

by gunfire, onekilled

BeiruT, 30 Aug — An Lebanese Air Force officer
was killed and several crew members wounded on
Thursday when their military helicopter flying over
southern L ebanoncameunder gunfirefromunidentified
gunmen, local Al-Manar TV reported.

L ebanese Army command said in a statement that
“the helicopter was on areconnaissance flight when it
came under fire and was forced to land. Air force
officer Samer Hanna was killed and several others
wounded”.

Local OTV said that four crew members were
wounded when the military helicopter was forced to
land in Arab Salim.

Local Naharnet website said the helicopter was hit
by unidentified gunmen over Sojod hills in south
Lebanon, about 20 kilometres north of the Isragli
border.

Intense Israeli military flights were also reported
over the town of Jizzinein south Lebanon.

The Lebanese Army has been targeted recently.
The latest incident was a bus bomb attack earlier in
Augustinthenortherncity of Tripoli, leaving some 18
soldiers and civilians killed.

MNA/Xinhua
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I mage above: Workers at NASA's Kennedy
Space Center in Florida evaluate a sensor that
will be part of a docking mechanism to be
added to the agency’s Hubble Space Telescope
during STS-125.

Atlantisto beat launch Pad on 2 Sept

Nasa, 30 Aug— Space shuttle Atlantisis on schedule
to berolled out to Launch Pad 39A at NASA's Kennedy
Space Center in Floridaon Tuesday after technicians re-
sumed normal connection work to fasten Atlantis to the
externd fue tank. Rollout will begin at 12:01 am EDT.

A shutleinterfacetest will beconducted over theLabor Day
weekend beforeAtlantisisdeared to rall to thelaunch ped.

The shuttle and its crew of seven agronauts will upgrade
key components and inddl gate-of-the-art indruments on
NASA's Hubble Space Tdesoope during Atlantis STS-125
misson.

Work toprepare Endeavour for spaced so continuesonpace
Find connections have been completed between the externd
tank for Endeavour and apeir of solid rocket boogters

Endeavour istargeted tofly the STS- 126 missontothe
International Space Station in November. It will dso be
ready in the unlikely event Atlantis encounters an emer-

gency in space—Internet

blamedon Thursday for at|east 68 deathsintheCaribbean
and USforecasters said it could hit New Orleans and
Gulf of Mexico ail fields as a potentialy powerful
hurricane next week.

AsGustav churnedthroughtheCaribbean, Tropical
Storm Hanna formed in the Atlantic Ocean with 40
miles per hour (65 kilometres per hour) winds. The
eighth storm of abusy Atlantic hurricane season wason
a track that could threaten the Bahamasand Florida, the
US National Hurricane Centre said.

Energy companies prepared for Gustav to deliver
what could bethehardest hit tothe heart of the US Gulf
oil patch sincethe devastating 2005 hurricane season.

Qil prices rose above 120 US doallars a barrel in
early trade on Thursday, adding to gains all week, as
Gustav aimed deep into the heavy concentration of oil
and natural gas platforms off Louisianaand Texas.

MNA/Reuters

New Mongolian Parliament sworn in

ULAN BATOR, 30 Aug— Mongolia snew Parliament
resumeditsfirstsessonandsworeinlegidaorsThursday.

Proceedings at the opening session on 23 July had
been stalled when the main opposition Democratic Party
staged awalkout alleging votefraudintheJunepolls. The
country’s two higgest parties, the Mongolian People's
Revoalutionary Party (MPRP) and the Democratic Party,
won42and 25 seatsrespectively Inthe 76-seat Parliament.

The new Parliament will elect a chairman soon and
formanew government. Danzan L undegantsan, chairman
of the last Parliament, said the new Parliament would
confront major issues including the development of a

socia economy.— MNA/Xinhua

M exican governor blames
Gulf cartel for beheadings

Cancun (Mexico), 30
Aug— The beheadings of
twelve people in southern
Mexico were probably the
work of the powerful Gulf
cartel based across the
border from Texas, a Sate
governor said on Friday.
bodieswith signsof torture

Peru seizes 700 kilos of pure cocaine

Lima, 30 Aug — The anti-drug police seized on Thursday 700 kilos of pure
cocainein an operation on the west coast of Peru, Peruvian Interior Ministry said.
Officialssaid the operation was carried out in Peru’ shiggest port Callao, some

10 kilometreswest of the capital city Lima. Thedrugswerefound in astorehouse,

hidden in severa containers and covered with chili.

Two suspected drug smugglerswerearrested during the operation. Traffickers
often ship drugs from Callao via Mexico to the United States and Europe, police
said. Data showed that Peru, sitting in the “ Silver Delta’ in South Americawith
an annual production of some 300 tons of cocaine, isthe world's second biggest

drug producer behind Colombia. — MNA/Xinhua

8/1/18, 4:49 PM

were dumped outside the
city of MeridaintheY ucatan
Peninsula on Thursday. A
12th beheaded body was
found 50 miles (80
kilometres) away inasmal
town totheeast of Merida,
asoshowingsignsof torture.
“This seems to be the
work of the Gulf cartd,”
Y ucatan Governor Ivonne
Ortegatoldreporters, adding
that shehadreceivedsevera
threatsfrom suspected drug
gangs over the past three
months. Authorities say the
cartel controls drug
smuggling in seven detes
aong the Gulf of Mexico
from southern Mexico into
Texas.
MNA/Reuters



Russia sayslong-range missile
test a success

Moscow, 30 Aug —
Russia successfully tested
along-rangeTopol missile
designedtoavoiddetection
by anti-missile defence
systems from its Plesetsk
launch site, a Russian
military spokesmansaidon
Thursday.

“The launch was
specially tasked to test the
missil€'scapabilitytoavoid
ground-based detection
systems,” said Colonel
Alexander Vovk of the
Russian Strategic Rocket
Forces.

Washington and War-
saw formally signed adeal
last week to station
elements of a US missile
defenceshieldinPoland, a
move that has aggravated
Russian-Western tens-
ions already raw from
Moscow’ sinterventionin
Georgia

Russiahasheapedscorn
on the missile defence
system, whichtheUSsays
is amed at Iran, and
through its Foreign
Ministry last week vowed
“to react, and not only

through diplomatic
protests’. The RS-12M
Topol, caled the SS25
Sckie by NATO, has a
maximum rangeof 10,000
kilometres (6,125 miles)
and can carry one 550-
kiloton warhead.

Last October former
RussianPresidentVladimir
Putin, now the Prime
Minister, said the country
wasworking on new types
of nuclear weaponsaspart
of a “grandiose” plan to
boost the country’s
defences.— MNA/Reuters
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Russian Topol ICBMs missiles seen during arehearsal for the nation’s
annual May 9 Victory Day parade earlier thisyear. Russia hastested an inter-
continental missile, reports said, heightening tensions with the West as
France warned the European Union could slap sanctions on Moscow over the

Georgia conflict.—INTERNET

A truck istrapped in mud caused by heavy rain brought by Tropical Storm
Gustav in Fond Parisien village in Haiti, Thursday, Aug. 28, 2008. Gustav
moved away from theisland of Hispaniola, where it killed 23 people in Haiti
and the Dominican Republic, and inched toward Jamaica’s |low-lying capital,
80 miles (130 kilometers) to the west. Forecasters predicted it would hug
Jamaica’s southern shore before making a near-direct hit on Grand

Cayman.—INTERNET

Floods swam hundreds of homes
In Central Japan

Tokyo, 30 Aug —
Heavy rain flooded
hundreds of homes in
central Japan on Friday,
leaving one elderly
woman dead and pro-
mpting evacuationorders
for more than half a
million households,
domestic mediareported.

Some people fled
their home in a boat as
floodwater reached close
to their waist, television
picturesshowed, and cars
sank in muddy water. A
76-year-old woman was
founddeadin her flooded
home in Okazaki, 230

kilometres (143 miles)
west of Tokyo, while a
train in the capital was
hit by a landslide and
derailed, Kyodo news
agency reported. No one
was injured in the
derailment. Authorities
told 140,000 households
in Okazaki and around
360,000 households in
nearby Nagoya to leave

their homes, national
broadcaster NHK re-
ported.

Japan has suffered
repeated flooding in
recent months and the
government weather
agency warned of more
rain in eastern and
northern Japan on Friday
and Saturday.

MNA/Reuters

Vietham to move
thousands from M ekong
flood zone

Hanor, 30 Aug —
Vietnamwill spend nearly
2.4 trillion dong (145
million US dollars) be-
tween now and 2010 to
build dykes and relocate
thousands of rice farmers
because of heavy seasonal
flooding in its fertile
Mekong River delta, the
government said.

The programme,
approved early this week,
wouldhelp33,000families
resettleinareasaway from
landslides and floods, the
government said in a
statement on Wednesday.

About 20 per cent
of Vietham’s 86.5 million
people live in the Cuu
Long River Delta, the
Vietnamese name for the
Mekong River, which
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producesmorethan half of
thecountry’ spaddy output
and suppliesmore than 90
per cent of itscommercial
rice.

Funding for the
programme will come
from the state budget,
grants and soft loans
from state-run Vietnam
Development Bank.

The funds would be
used for building dykes
as well as foundations
for new villagesto ensure
farmers’ homes stay
abovetheMekongfloods
peak level in 2000, the
statement said.

MNA/Reuters

US sanctions could derail
Airbusdeal with Syria

Damascus, 30 Aug —
Airbus is finaizing a ded
that could secure it a
multibillion-dollar order
from the Syrian Govern-
ment, but USsanctionscould
torpedo the purchase,
sources familiar with the
talks said on Thursday.

Habib Feqih, president
of Airbus Middle East, is
in Damascus to sign the
cooperation framework
agreement, whichinvolves
the possible lease and
purchase of a tota of 54
aircraft between now and
2028, andhelpby Airbusto
restructure Syria's flag
carrier Syrianair, the
sourcestold Reuters.

But the US sanctions,

imposed on Syriain 2004
for its support for anti-
American groups, could
complicateany Airbussae
to Syria, if not make it
impossible, sincetheplanes
useAmericancomponents,
an industry executive
sad—MNA/Reuters

Iran offersnuclear help to
Nigeria’s power sector

Asui, 30 Aug— Iran
on Thursday offered to
share its nuclear tech-
nology with fellow OPEC
member Nigeria to help
revive its dilapidated
power sector, considered
the biggest hurdle to
economic growth in
Africa’s most populous
country.Nigeriawel comed
theinter-national help, but
wasquick to distanceitself
from the con-troversy
surrounding lran’ snuclear
programme. Teheran says

it is developing nuclear
technology only to gene-
rate energy but some
Western powers are
sceptical.

“Nigeria is never
entering into any agree-
ment with Iran for any
meatter that has to do with
weapons, but (will agree)
to power, which is an
urgent need of theNigerian
Government,” said Tijjani
Kaura, Nigeria s Minister
of Statefor Foreign Affairs.

MNA/Reuters

Tourists enjoy a buggy ride in the French Quarter
in New Orleans on 28 Aug, 2008, as officials

decide whether to evacuate the city as Hurricane
Gustav enters the Gulf of Mexico.—INTERNET

8/1/18, 4:49 PM
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Cottagerssign Etuhu

Lonbon, 30 Aug — Fulham have snapped up Sun-
derland midfielder Dickson Etuhu for an undisclosed
fee. The26-year-old Nigeriainternational has penned
athree-year deal with Roy Hodgson's men.

Etuhu feels there are exciting times in store of the
Craven Cottage outfit andisjust delighted to be part of
it."Itfeelsgreat tohavesigned for Fulham," Etuhutold

theclub'sofficial website.
"Theseare exciting times
at the club.

"The club has made
some terrific signings
over the summer, adding
toanalready talented pool
of players. Last Saturday's
win over Arsenal shows
just how competitive
Fulham are.

Dickson Etuhu Internet

Scolari in dark over Robinho

Lonpon, 30 Aug —
Chelsea manager Luiz
Felipe Scolari admits he
isinthedark over hisclub's
bid to sign Robinho from
Real Madrid.

TheBlueswerehoping
totieupadeal for Robinho
this week after chief ex-
ecutive Peter Kenyon re-
veaed the club were opti-
mistic over amovefor the
Brazilian.

However, Real areadamant that Robinhowill not be
leaving the Spanish capital and the player trained with
Real on Friday morning.

Scolari iskeento bring in Robinho, but heisunsure
if the club will be able to conclude a deal before the
transfer window slams shut on Monday.— nter net

Luiz Felipe Scolari

Ducati MotoGP rider
Marco Melandri of Italy
takes a curve during the
second practice session

for the San Marino

Grand Prix at Misano

racetrack on 29 Aug,

2008.—I NTERNET

Dementieva safely into fourth round

New York, 30 Aug — Olympic champion Elena
Dementieva secured her place in the fourth round of
the US Open on Friday with a comfortable if
unspectacular 6-3, 6-4 victory against unseeded Briton
AnneKeothavong. Thematch started withthreebreaks
of servebeforethe Russian kicked up agear and started
hammering in strong first serves to dominate the set.

Keothavong, 24, the first British woman to reach
the third round of the US Open since 1991, put up a
respectable defence, using her powerful forehand to
good effect, but she made too many unforced errors.

MNA/Reuters

CROSSWORDSPUZZLE

ACROSS DOWN

5 Town in Somerset 1 Streamlet

8 Surviving traces 2 Abundant

9 Sacred song 3 Truncheon
10 Spectator 4 Scattered

11 Oven 6 Demur

14 Some 7 Pertinent

16 Risk 12 Spanish lady’s lace
17 Prolong scarf

18 Speck 13 Consecrated
20 Coral idand 14 Append

24 Furtive 15 Still

25 Buffoon 19 Procure

26 Mention in dispatches 21 Trite

27 Convenient 22 Blemish

23 Mendacious
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Zenit beat United to lift European Super Cup

Monaco, 30 Aug— UEFA Cup hold-
ers Zenit St Petershurg became the first
Russian team to lift the European Super
Cupafter beating ChampionsL eaguewin-
ners Manchester United 2-1 on Friday.

Goas from Pavel Pogrebnyak and
record signing Danny, on his debut, gave
Zenit's Dutch coach Dick Advocaat vic-
tory over his oldrival Alex Fergusonwho
was bidding to becomethefirst manager
to win the trophy for the third time.

Ferguson might have had afedling it
was not going to be his night when an
officid dmost tripped himup onaropeas
he took his seat in the dugout before
kickoff at the Stade Louis 1l. His mood
wasnot hel ped by midfiel der Paul Scholes
90th-minute red card for handbal, his
second caution.

United's best moment arrived when

defender Nemanja Vidic pulled a god
back 17 minutesfromtimebut Zenit, play-
ingin front of 7,500 of their own fans as
well asChelsed's billionaireRussianowner
Roman Abramovich, held on for victory.

MNA/Reuters

Zenit St Petersburg’s Danny (L)
misses a goal against Manchester
United during their UEFA Super Cup
soccer match at Louis || stadiumin
Monaco on 29 Aug, 2008.—INTERNET

lvory Coast call
up Gosso,
injured Drogba
left out

AgipiaN, 30 Aug —
Monaco midfielder Jean
Jacques Gosso has been
calledintothelvory Coast
squad for the first time
for the World Cup quali-
fier in Mozambique next
month.

Gosso isthe only new
face named by coach
Vahid Halilhodzic, the
Ivorian Football Federa-
tion said. Captain Didier
Drogbaand hislong-time
attack partner Aruna
Dindane have both been
left out because of injury,
allowing a rare chance
for Olympique Mar-
seille’'s new signing
Bakary Kone to feature
in the starting line-up.

MNA/Reuters

Federer overcomes plucky
Alves challenge

NEw YoORK,
30 Aug— Four-
times defending
championRoger
Federer clawed
his way into the
thirdround of the
US Open with a
6-3,7-5,6-4vic-
tory over stub-
born Brazilian
qualifier Thiago
AlvesonFriday.

World num-
ber two Federer
produced an un-
characteristic 46
unforced errors
in the two-hour,
14-minute affair but denied he had a difficult time.

"I was never realy in danger, so it was actualy
pretty goodfor me," Federer toldreporters. "l knew the
longer the match would go the more tired he would
get."

Federer had 19 acesand | ost hisserve only once but
clearly needsimprove hisform if heisto become the
first man since Bill Tilden in 1924 to win five succes-
sivetitles here.

Roger Federer rolled to his 29th
straight US Open match victory
and the women shuffled the
chairsin therace to knock Ana
Ivanovic off her No. 1 perch
Friday on a marathon day five of
the US Open. —INTERNET

MNA/Reuters
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Davenport losesto Bartoli

in third round

New York, 30 Aug — Local favourite Lindsay
Davenport slipped out of the US Open in the third
round on Friday, outpaced and outplayed 6-1, 7-6 by
former Wimbledon runner-up Marion Bartali.

In a match interrupted by rain, the former world
number one and 1998 champion struggled to get a
foothold against the French 12th seed and was plagued

by double faults.

Davenport, a three-times grand slam champion
who returned to action just three months after the birth
of her son Jagger in June 2007, was roared on by the
crowd packed into the Arthur Ashe Stadium court but
Bartoli dominated the match. —MNA/Reuters

Marion Bartoli
of France cel-
ebrates match
point after
beating Lindsay
Davenport of the
USduring their
match at the US
Open tennis
tournament at
Flushing Mead-
owsin New York,
on 29 Aug,
2008.—I NTERNET



Fud tanker accident kills at
least 10 in Cameroon

Y AounDE, 30 Aug—
A tanker truck carrying
fuel has overturned and
exploded in northern
Cameroon, killing at least
10 people and severely
burning many more,
police said on Friday.

The tanker, which
wastransportingfuel from
Nigeria to Chad,
overturned and burst into
flames late on Thursday
at Limani, close to the
Nigerian border, state
radio quoted police
officers as saying.

Many of the victims
were local people who
approached the
overturned vehicle to
collectleakingfuel which
then caught fire, a

phenomenon which often
causes death and injuries
in West Africa.

“What is certain is
that many people have
died ... not less than 10,
and about 20 others who
sustained first and second
degree burnswere rushed
to hospitals in Mora and
Marouafor medical care,”
one police officer said.

He added the death
toll was likely to rise.

In 1998, around 200
peoplewerekilledwhena
traincarryingfuel crashed
near the capital Y aounde,
attracting many nearby
residentswhowerecaught
by fire as they tried to
salvage the fuel.

MNA/Reuters
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Russian rocket sendsfive
German satellitesinto orbit

Mosocow, 30 Aug— Russia on Friday launched
aDnepr rocket to put five German satellitesinto orbit,
news agencies reported.

Thecarrier waslaunched at 11:15 Maoscow Time
(0715 GMT) from the Baikonur cosmodrome in
Kazakhstan, said Alexander Vovk, head of the Press
service of the Russian Strategic Missile Troops.

The launch vehicle Dnepr, based on the world's
most powerful intercontinental ballistic rocket RS-20,
isdesigned to put aload of up to 3.7 tonsto orbit at an
altitude of 300-900 kilometres.

The five RapidEye satellites were developed by
the British company Surrey Satellite Technology for
the German Space Agency.

Each satellite weighs 150 kilogrammes and is
expected to work for seven years. The main function
of the satellitesis monitoring of agriculture cropsand
mapping. — MNA/Xinhua

14 killed in road accident in
N-E Thailand

Banckok, 30 Aug—
A pickup truck crashed
into a trailer truck while
one of its tyres burst on
Saturday morning in
Thailand’s northeastern
provinceof Roi Et, killing
14 peopleandinjuringtwo

to a  sub-district
administrative election
when the accident
happened. The tyre burst
caused it to lose control
and crash into the trailer
truck in Phanom Phra
District.

Bolivia, Peru to cooperatein
fighting drug trafficking

Lima, 30 Aug—
Bolivia and Peru signed
onFriday anagreementto
combat drug trafficking
and smuggling.

According to reports
reaching here from La
Paz, the administrative
capital of Bolivia, the
agreement was signed by
Bolivian Defence
Minister Walker San
Miguel, and his Peruvian

minationtostrengthenthe
fight against drug
trafficking. Bolivia
launched acampaignwith
Chile to combat drug
trafficking several days
beforetheagreement with

Peru was signed.
Despite  “verbal
excesses’ between

Bolivian President Evo
Morales and Peruvian
President AlanGarcia, the
ties between the two

othersonthepickuptruck, Fourteen people died ;?;gi?:; Antero | | tions are  now
local media reported. atthesceneandtwoothers The 1 o it “unsurpassable”’, Flores-
According to The | were injured. All were € WO MINISIErs | A 270 said when signing
Nation newsnetwork, the | riding the pick-up truck. |also  hailed — both |0 yeement.
pickup truck was rushing MNA/Xinhua | government’s  deter- MNA/Xinhua
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Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hr
M ST During the past 24 hours, weather has been partly
cloudy inlower Sagaing Division, rain or thundershow-
ershavebeen scatteredin Chin, Kayahand Kayin States,
upper Sagaing, Mandalay, Magway, Bago and
Ayeyawady Divisions, scatteredin ShanStateand Y angon
Division, fairly widespreadin Mon Stateand Taninthayi
Divison and widespread in the remaining States and
Divisions. Thenateworthy amounts of rainfall recorded
were Hkamti (2.52) inches, Myitkyina (2.21) inches,
Belin (1.38) inches, Maungdaw and Kyaukpyu (0.87)
inch each.

Maximum temperature on 29-8-2008 was 90°F.
Minimum temperature on 30-8-2008 was 72°F. Rela-
tive humidity at (09:30) hours M ST on 30-8-2008 was
93%. Tota sunshinehourson29-8-2008 was(4.2) hours
approx.

Rainfal on30-8-2008 was(Tr) at Mingaladon, (0.08)
inchat Kaba-Ayeand(0.28) inch at Central Y angon. Total
rainfall snce1-1-2008was(79.92) inches at Mingaladon,
(90.75) inchesat Kaba-Ayeand (108.90) inchesat Central
Y angon. Maximum wind speed a Y angon (Kaba-Aye)
was(6) mphfrom Southwest at (22:15) hours M ST on29-
8-2008.

Bayinference: Monsoonis wesk inthe Andaman
Seaand Bay of Bengd.

Forecast valid until eveningof 31-8-2008: Rainor
thundershowers will befairly widespreadin Kachin and
Rakhine States, scattered in Shan, Chin, Monand Kayin
States, Upper Sagaing, Yangon and Taninthayi Divi-
sions and isolated in the remaining areas. Degree of
certainty is (80%).

State of the sea: Seaswill be dight to moderate in
Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent twodays. Weak monsoon.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouringarea
for 31-8-2008: Likelihood of isolated rain or thunder-
showers. Degree of certainty is (60%).

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 31-8-2008: |solated rain or thundershowers. Degree
of certainty is (80%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 31-8-2008: Likelihood of isolated rain or thunder-
showers. Degree of certainty is (60%).
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Operating of Bio-diesel Plant, livestock

breeding farmsinspected

N

Maj-Gen
Min
Aung
Hlaing
views
trans-
planting
of paddy
in
Inkhaung
Village,
Kalaw
Town-
ship.
MNA

NAY Pyi Taw, 30
Aug—AtBio-diesd Plant
of Eastern Command in
Taunggyi, Maj-Gen Min
Aung Hlaing of the Min-
istry of Defence and
Chairman of Shan State
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Eastern Command Brig-
Gen Ya Pyae on 28 Au-
gust viewed generating of
electricity with the use of
two-way gasifier and pro-
duction of physic nut oil.

After meeting with
departmental officials at

thehall of Shan StatePDC
Office, Maj-Gen Min
Aung Hlaing inspected
poultry farm, pigfarmand
fish pond at Nanthida
Camp No. 2 of the com-
mand by Shwenyaung-
Nyaung-shwe road.

At Inkhaung Vil-
lage in Kalaw Township,
he attended the conclud-
ing of ploughing of Shan
State (South) for 2008 and
paddy transplanting con-
test. Next, he awarded
outstanding paddy trans-
planting teams.

Maj-Gen  Min
Aung Hlaing, the com-
mander and party viewed
breeding of earthworms
and making of fertilizer of
Myanma Agriculture
Service. On arrival at
Leinli Bridgeconstruction
project site on Nay Pyi
Taw Pyinmana-Pinlaung
road in Pinlaung Town-
ship, Mg-Gen Min Aung
Hlainginspected progress
of tasks being undertaken
with the use of heavy ma-
chinery.
MNA

(

The glasswith half full of water

Thereconstruction effort in the stor m-hit
regionsthistime wasfar greater than the pre-

vious ti

PAGEs 6+7

mes.

AN OBSERVER

More penguinsarrivein Nay Pyl Taw

Nay Pyi Taw, 30 Aug— Alto-
gether 11 more penguins from the
People's Republic of China arrived
heretoday under theanimal exchange
programme between zoological gar-
dens of Myanmar and Shanhai Zoo-

logical Gardens of the PRC.
TheZool ogical Gardens(Nay Pyi

the animals and holiday-makers.

Taw) waspacked withlocal peoplewho
were there to get their first glimpse of

MNA

16

a.

Visitors view pen-
guins at Zoological
Gardens
(Nay Pyi Taw).

MNA
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