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NAY Pyi Taw, 23 Aug— PrimeMinister
of the Union of Myanmar General Thein Sein
received UN Secretary-General’ s Special Ad-
visor Mr Ibrahim Agboola Gambari at the hall
of Zeyathiri Beikman on Konmyinttha in
Yangon at 1 pm today.

Also present at the call were Minister
for National Planning and Economic Devel op-
ment U Soe Tha, Minister for Foreign Affairs
U Nyan Win, Minister for Health Dr Kyaw
Myint, Director-General Col Thant Shinof the
Government Office and Director-General U
Kyaw Kyaw of the Protocol Department.

Likewise, the Spokes Authoritative
Team of the State Peace and Development
Council and UNSG’s Special Advisor

Mr Ibrahim Agboola Gambari met at the hall
of National DefenceCollegein’Y angonforthe
second time at 9.45 am.

Also present on the occasion were
Leader of the Spokes Authoritative Team of
the SPDC Minister for Information Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsanand membersMinister for Foreign
Affairs U Nyan Win and Minister for Culture
Magj-Gen Khin Aung Myint.

Afterwards, Mr Gambari met Ambas-
sadorsof foreignmissionsin’Y angon, Charges
d’ Affaires ai and officials at Seinle Kantha
State House at 2.20 pm.

Mr Gambari left Yangon by air in the

evening.
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Prime Minister General Thein Sein receives UN Secretary-General’s
Special Advisor Mr | brahim Agboola Gambari at Zeyathiri Betkman
on Konmyintthain Yangon.—mna

Prime Minister General
Then Seln receives T hai
Minister of Foreign Affairs

YANGON, 23 Aug —
PrimeMinister of theUn-
ion of Myanmar Genera
Thein Sein received Min-
ister of Foreign AffairsMr
Te Bunnag and party of
Thailand at the hall of
Zeyathiri Beikman on
Konmyinttha, here, at 4
pm today.

8/2/18, 5:49 PM

Alsopresentatthecall
wereMinister for Foreign
AffairsUNyanWin, Min-
ister for Health Dr Kyaw
Myint, Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs Brig-Gen
Thura Myint Maung, Di-
rector-General Col Thant
Shin of the Government
Office and Director-Gen-

eral U Kyaw Kyaw of the
Protocol Department un-
der the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs.

The Thai Minister of
Foreign Affairsand party
were accompanied by
Thai Ambassador Mr
Bansarn Bunnag.

MNA
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Prevent crossbor der infection
of avian influenza

Avian influenzaiscaused by HPAI virus.
Birdfluspreadto6lcountriesin Asia, Africa
and Eur ope, and about 260million of chicken,
ducks and birdswerethusculled.

People who come into contact with
animalsinfected with bird flu can beinfected
withthevirus.In 14 countriesof Asia, Africa
and European regions, 243 died of HPAI
infection out of 385 personsinfected.

In 2006, in Sagaing and Mandalay
divisionsasthefir st wave, in 2007,in Y angon
and Bago divisions and Mon State as the
second wave, and in Shan State (East) asthe
third wave, outbreaks of HSN1 occurred.

Asaresult of theendeavour stheMinistry
of Livestock and Fisheries and the United
NationsFood and AgricultureOrganization
and participation of thepeople, the spread of
the disease was under control in Myanmar,
and on 20 April 2008, Myanmar claimed to
be an H5N1 free country.

There have been cross border infection
cases, s0 it is needed to prevent possible
transnational outbreak of the disease.

It is also required to place under
surveillance live bird markets, and animals
that can become reservoir of virus, and to
prevent illegal crossborder trade of day-old
chicks, duck babies, and chicken products.

Therefore, stakeholders such as poultry
farmers, entrepreneursand poultry dealers
havetocooperateand coor dinatewithrelated
departmentsand local administrativebodies
to prevent thevirusfrom spreading into the
nation through cross border cases.

(q u \

Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

(% % % *
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M easures for smooth transport discussed

YaNGoN, 23 Aug — A coordination meeting | Commander of Yangon Command Brig-Gen Win
of Yangon Division Supervisory Committee for | Myint delivered an address on the occasion.
Ensuring Secureand Smooth Transport washeld at the Next, thosepresent reported on mattersrel ated
meeting hall of Yangon Command here yesterday | toferryingservicesfor university students, enforcement
evening. of trafficrulesand road safety measuresfor thepeople.

Chairman of Yangon Division Supervisory The meeting came to an end with the
Committeefor Ensuring Secureand Smooth Transport ' concluding remarks by the commander. —MNA

Minister U Nyan Win meets Thai delegation led by Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand
Mr Tej Bunnag and party.—mNA

~ Foreign AffairsMinister meetsThai FM

Y ANGON, 23 Aug—Meinister for Foreign Affairs It wasalso attended by officials of the ministry,
U Nyan Win received Thai delegation led by Minister | Thai Ambassador totheUnionof Myanmar Mr Bansarn
of Foreign Affairs of Thailand Mr Tej Bunnag and | Bunnag and officials.
party at the ministry here this morning. MNA

Hotelsand Tourism
Minister inspects
reconstruction of schools

Y ANGON, 23 Aug—Member of National Disaster

Preparedness Central Committee Minister for Hotels
and Tourism Maj-Gen Soe Naing inspected new 60
feetby 30feet classroomand 75feet by 30feet classroom
andgym constructed by Y uzanaConstruction Company
for the storm-stricken Pyapon BEHS No. 1 on 19
August and attended to the needs.

Next, theMinister together with official slooked
into 90feet by 30feet two-storey school buildingbeing
constructed by Dagon International Construction
Company for BEPS No. 11 and gave necesary
instructions.

Likewise, BEPS No. 2 BEPS No. 3, BEPS No.
5, BEPSNo. 14, BEPSNo. 15, BEPSNo0.16 havebeen
reconstructed. So far, 103 basic education schools
have been repaired and 30 are under repair in Pyapon
Township.—MNA
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Tha Government donates 2 million baht for
new Tachilek Hospital

Y ANGON, 23Aug—
Minister of Foreign
AffairsMr Tej Bunnag of
Thailand attended a
ceremony to present 2
million baht donated by
the Thai Government to
new Tachilek Hospital, at
the hall of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, here, this
morning.

Also present on the
occasionwereMinister for
Foreign Affairs U Nyan
Win, Minister for Health
Dr Kyaw Myint, Thai
Ambassador to the
Myanmar Mr Bansarn
Bunnag and officials.

Thai Minister of
Foreign Affairs Mr Tg
Bunnag explained the

purpose of donation and | Tachilek Hospital. Minister Dr Kyaw Myint accepts cash donated by
presented 2 million baht Minister Dr Kyaw | Thaj Government through Minister of Foreign

donated by the Thai | Myint spoke words of Affairs of Thailand Mr Tej Bunnag—wna
Government for new ' thanks— MNA '

8/2/18, 5:49 PM
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Moscow, 23 Aug — Russia has
withdrawn its troops from Georgia to
South Ossetia “as planned,” Russian
Defense Minister Anatoly Serdyukov
said on Friday.

“The withdrawal of the Russian
forces and units has gone by without
incident and was completed by 7:50 pm
Moscow time (1550 GMT), as
planned,” Interfax newsagency quoted
Serdyukov as saying.

Some of theforcesthat had left Geor-
gia have already arrived at their bases
in Russia, Serdyukov said.

“So the Russian side has complied
with the agreements recorded in Mos-
cow’s Medvedev-Sarkozy principles,”

\Serdyukov said.

Minister: Russia completes
withdrawing troops from Georgia

Georgia launched attacks against its
breakaway South Ossetia on 7 Aug in
an attempt to regain control of the
breakaway region bordering Russia.

Inretaliation, Moscow sent in troops
that drove Georgian forces out of the
region and took over parts of Georgian
territory.

Moscow promised in a French-
brokered cease-fire agreement that it
will withdraw its troops as of Friday.

South Ossetia, formerly an autono-
mous region within Georgia, declared
independence from the former Soviet
republicinthe early1990s. However, its
independence has not been internation-
ally recognized.

I nter net

Russian military vehiclesline up before leaving the Georgian town of

Gori.—INTERNET
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Obama chooses Biden as

VP candidate

WAsHINGTON, 23 Aug

US presumptive
Demo-cratic Presidential
nominee Barack Obama’'s
campaign announced
early Saturday that Joseph
Biden has been chosen as

Minor uranium
leak detected in
French uranium

conversion plant

Paris, 23 Aug — A
French uranium conversion
plant said Friday that ami-
nor uranium spill wasfound
in one of its pipeinesin a

the vice presidentia can-
didate.

“Barack Obama and
Joe Biden are the leaders
who will bring the change
our country needs,”
Obama sofficial campaign
saidin abrief statement.

The announcement
came as it was planned,
first on Obama's website
and then through text
messagesto hisregistered
supportersearly Saturday
morning, hours after US
media's overwhelming

USDemocratic presiden-
tial candidate Sen.
Barack Obama (D-IL)
(L) and Sen. Joe Biden
(D-DE) talk before the
AFL-CIO Presidential
Forum at Soldier Field
in Chicago.—XINHUA

coverage on the reported
selection of the 65-year-
old Senator.

“Barack has chosen
Senator Joe Biden to be
our VPnomineg,” saidthe
message.—Xinhua

Cuba blames USfor
undocumented peopletraffic

HavaNA, 23 Aug — Cuba blamed the United States
on Friday for itsresponsibility on theillegal immigra-
tion of many Cubansto Mexico and Florida, whichis
amillionaire business controlled by Cuban-US* mafia’
gangs since years ago. According to Cuba's official
daily Granma, the Cuban-US mafias charge each of
theimmigrants around 10,000 to 15,000 US dollarsto
avoid them from being detained.

The"dangerous’ businessthat prevailsinthe Mexi-
can Gulf ismainly attributed to therefusal of the White
House to give Cubans visas, the impunity of the op-
erations of those mafia groups and the Cuban Adjust-
ment Law adopted by the US congress, according to

Granma.

Granma, an or gan of the Communist Party of Cuba,
said that Cubans’ arrival inthe USis supported by the
Cuban Adjustment Law, which gives them the legal
rights once they enter the US territory. However, the
US does not fulfill its promise of giving 20,000 visas
as agreed with Cuba. —Internet
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test on Thursday.

The Comurhex conver-
sion plant, located in
Pierrelatte of France's
Drome department, is un-
der the French industrial
giant Areva

A gpokesmanfromAreva
said the breakdown of a
valve on one of the under-
ground pipelines trangport-
ing liquid uranium caused
thespill. A satement from
Comurhex said the amount
of spill waslimited, withan
averageof 250 gram of ura-
nium seeping into earth per
year. — nternet

DPRK makes achievement in applying space
Information science into economy

Pyongyang, 23 Aug—
The Democratic People's
Republic of Korea
(DPRK) has made some
achievementsinintroduc-
ing spaceinformation sci-
enceinto sectorsof the na-
tional economy, an Eng-
lish newspaper issued at
Pyongyang said on Satur-
day.

The country applied
such technologies as 3S
technology, Global Posi-

tioning System (GPS) and
Global Information Sys-
tem (GIS) to agriculture,
land management, envi-
ronmental protection and
coal industries, the Eng-
lish-language weekly
Pyongyang Times said.
Scientists also
schemed to build a com-
puter network to better
serve the 3S technology
which could be appliedto
the early warnings of for-

est fireand facilitate traf-
fic control, the paper
added.

The DPRK held a na-
tiond symposium on glo-
bal space information sci-
ence recently at Pyong-
yang, where dozens of sci-
entigts, technicians, univer-
sity lecturers and post-
graduates introduced and
exchanged achievements
based on spaceinformation
science. —Internet

Nuclear Suppliers Group failsto agree
on nuclear tradewith India

VIENNA, 23 Aug — A
two-day meeting of the
Nuclear Suppliers Group
(NSG) ended here Friday
with no agreement on
whether to lift a ban on
nuclear trade with India.

An artillery man fireshis 105 mm howitzer towardsthe

position of rebels Saturday, on 23 Aug, 2008in Shariff

Aguak in Maguindanao province in southern Philip-

pines. Government troops, backed by bomber aircraft,

have bombarded rebels stronghold with bombsand ar-

tillery fire for three days after the rebels attacked
civilian communities—I NTERNET

8/2/18, 5:49 PM

The 45 NSG member
countries have decided
to meet again on Sept.
4-5 to try to resolve
their difference over
whether to allow nu-
clear fuel and technol-
ogy exportsto Indiafor
its civilian use.

The United States,
Russia and France stood
for lift of the nuclear
trade ban, while others
such as Norway, Ireland,
New Zealand, Switzer-
land, the Netherlands and
Austria insisted on
amendments to a US
draft for awaiver break-
ing a trade embargo im-
posed on India.

India conducted its
first nuclear test in May
1974 and so far has not
signed the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty
(NPT). The South Asian
country, therefore, has

been under anuclear trade
embargo, which the NSG
imposes on countries
which are not signatories
of the NPT.

Under a US-Indian
agreement signed in
March 2006, as long as
Indiaseparatesitsmilitary
and civilian nuclear facili-
ties and agrees to super-
vision by International
Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA),it will beallowed
to buy nuclear technology
and nuclear fuel from the
United States.

The agreement has
cleared the Indian parlia-
ment and the UN nuclear
watchdog also approved
the deal by signing a nu-
clear safeguardsagreement
with India this month. An
NSG go-ahead is the last
step for the deal to be sub-
mitted tothe US- Congress
for approva. —Internet
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Typhoon Nuri forces 160,000 to evacuate

Belang, 23 Aug —
Nearly 160,000 peoplein
13 coastal cities in
Guangdong were
evacuated on Friday after
Typhoon Nuri, the
strongest this year, hit the
southern province.

The provincial obser-
vatory issued a Class-|
warning - thehighest level
- before the tropical
cyclone landed in Hong
Kong at 5 pm on Friday,
bringing strong winds and
heavy rainfall. But it
inflicted little damage.

Sources with the
Guangdong provincial
flood control center said
more than 45,000 vessals

A float bridge is damaged by the gale at Dayawan
sea area in Shenzhen, south China's Guangdong
Province, 22 Aug, 2008. —INTERNET

working at sea had been
recalled before Nuri hit.
Nuri,whichpackedgae
force 12 at its center,
weakened into a tropical

storm after itslandfall and
was moving northwest
around 14 km an hour, the
Hong Kong Observatory
said.—Internet

Passive smoking kills seven people
per day in Brazil

Riobe JaNEIRO, 23AUg
— Thediseases caused by
passivesmokingkill seven
people per day, or 2,655
people per year in Brazil,
according to a study
released on Friday.

The study, released by
the Rio de Janeiro State
University and the Cancer
Institute, showed that
passive smoking could
causeseriousdiseases, such
as lung cancer, cerebral
hemorrhage, angina pec-
toris, myocardial infection
and coronary thrombosis.

Scientistsal sofoundout

that for every 1,000 deaths
due to cerebral
hemorrhage, 29 arecaused
by secondhandsmoke. The
proportion is 25 of 1,000
deaths of heart diseases,
and seven of 1,000 deaths
of lung cancer.

Accordingtothestudy,
women are 1.3 to three
times more vulnerable to
those diseases than men.
Additionally, people aged
65 or morearemost likely
todiefrom those diseases.

Internet

NASA destroysrocket after
launch failure

WasHINGTON, 23 Aug
— NASA destroyed a
rocket carrying two
hypersonic experiments
shortly after its failed
liftoff from the Wallops

Argentina declares state of emergency in five
provinces hit by severe drought

Buenos AIres, 23 Aug
— Argentine President
Cristina Fernandez on
Friday declared a state of
emergency in five
provinceshitby amonths-
long drought.

The government also
granted 25 million pesos
(over8millionUSdollars)
inaidtothefiveprovinces

Santa Fe, La Pampa and
Chaco.

Thepresidential decree
came after the provincial
governments launched a
bail-out program to defer
some obligations and
credit payment of grain
producers in the region.

Thedrought, theworst
in 50 years, has left 10
percent of thefarmlandin

the five provinces sterile
and 400,000 livestock
dead.

President of the
Agrarian Federation
(FAA) EduardoBuzzi had
appealedfor agovernment
aid of 500 million pesos
(about 160milliondollars)
to help affected grain
producers avoid going
bankrupt. —Internet

Austrian artists struggleto
make decent living

VIENNA, 23 Aug —
Almost 37 percent of
Austrian artist earn less
per monththantheofficial
poverty indicator of 893
euros (1321 US dollars),
Austrian daily Der Stan-
dard reported on Friday.

This is nearly three
times the proportion of
the Austrian population
living below the poverty
line, which is about 12.6

percent, said the report,
citing figures from a
survey onthesocia status
of Austrianartistsinitiated
by the Austrian Federal
Ministry of Education.
The average monthly

income of Austrian artists
is only 1000 euros (1480
dollars), far below the
national averageincomeof
1488 euros (2202 dollars),
the report said.—Internet

Flight Facility in Virginia
early Friday, theUSspace
agency reported.

The failure was caused
by ananomaly that occurred
approximately 27 seconds
intotheflight, whichbegan
at 5:10 am EDT (0910
GMT) on Friday, said
NASA. The nature of the
anomaly isunclear.

The rocket was
destroyed by range safety
officials after the liftoff
failure.

“Noinjuriesor property
damage were immediately
reported,” NASA saidina
statement, noting that most
debris from the rocket is
thought to have falen into
the Atlantic Ocean.

of Cordoba, BuenosAires,

Internet

Atoucan isseen at theNoel Kempff
Mercado Zoo in Santa Cruz.

Boy wandersinto Mexico

after school bus mix-up

Schoal officidsin San Luis, Ariz., are
investigating a busing mix-up that ended
with a6-year-old boy wandering donein
Mexico. Gadsden Elementary Schooal
Didrictboard President LuisMarquezsays
that if any falure is found in the school
trangportation system, it will be corrected
immediately.

The boy was headed home last week
when he boarded a school bus with a
differentroutethantheoneheusually tekes.

The boy's mother said her son was
disoriented when he got off and crossed
into San L uis Rio Colorado, Mexico. She
saysher sonthought he could reach his
grandfather's home in Mexico.

Ohio student acesACT
and SAT tests

An Ohio high school student who
says he has been taking practice tests
since sixth grade has received perfect
scoresonboththeSAT and ACT college
entrance exams.

Ray Wang had a perfect 2,400 on the
SAT earlier this year. Now Wang has
learned that he scored aperfect 36 onthe
ACT test.

The incoming senior at Mason High
School north of Cincinnati says he's
interested in biomedicine but hasn't
decided which college to attend.

NEWSALBUM

Gorilla mother Gana carries her
dead baby at the zoo in Muenster,
western Germany, Wednesday, 20

Aug, 2008. The baby died on 16 Aug,
but can only be recovered from the
enclosure once the mourning mother
leaves the corpse behind, zoo
spokesperson |lona Zuehlke said.

New Zealand Kiddie Disco
forced to turn down noise

A group of children rocking out to
kiddie tracks at a kindergarten disco
party weretoldto turn downthetunesor
face ashut down of their party by noise
control officials who raided the soiree.

The raid _ called “absurd” by one
teacher _ happened on Friday night at
OneTreeHill Kindergartenin Auckland,
New Zealand's largest city.

Asparentsand the gaggle of children
blasted the theme song to “Bob the
Builder” and the “Chicken Dance,” an
irate neighbor spoiled thefun by calling
noise control.

Teacher Jenny Skerritt saidon Tuesday
that officers — who were “a little red
faced” — suddenly appeared at the door
with a noise abatement notice.

A nine-month-old female octopus

holds a jar, which contains her

favourite seafood snacks of shrimps,

crabsand clamsbetween her tentacles
in Munich'sHellabrunn Zoo.

Japan 61-yr-old surrogate mum gives birth: clinic

A 61-year-old Japanese woman has
given bhirth to a surrogate child, an
obstetrician in central Japan said on
Wednesday. She is believed to be the
oldest surrogate mother yet recorded in
Japan.

Thewoman became pregnant with an
embryo created from the egg of her
daughter, who has no uterus, and sperm
from the daughter's husband, the
maternity clinic involved said in a
Statement.

The clinic is run by Yahiro Netsu,
who hasdefiedlongstanding opposition
to surrogate births from Japanese
obstetricians.

Theclinic declined to confirm when
the woman gave birth or to give her
name, citing privacy concerns.

"The clinic hopes that Japan will
hold forward-looking discussions on
surrogate births and that it will take
place in Japan without abuses," the
clinic said.
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Heads of Government, Ministersof Foreign Affairs of
Myanmar and Thailand exchange felicitationsto mark 60th
anniver sary establisnment of diplomatic relations

Ontheoccasion of theSixtieth Anniver sary of theestablishment of diplomaticr elationsbetween theUnion of Myanmar and theKingdom of Thailand
which fallson 24 August, the following messages of felicitationswer e exchanged between the Heads of Gover nment and theMinistersfor Foreign Affairs

of the two countries.

(Messagefrom General Thein Sein, )

Prime Minister of the Union of
Myanmar, to Mr Samak

Sundaraveg, Prime Minister of
the Kingdom of Thailand

. J

Nay Pvi Taw, 24 Aug — On behalf of the Government and the people
of theUnion of Myanmar, | would liketo convey my heartfelt congratul ations
to Y our Excellency, and throughyou, to the Government and the peopl e of the
Kingdom of Thailand on this auspicious occasion of the 60" Anniversary of
the establishment of the diplomatic rel ations between the Union of Myanmar
and the Kingdom of Thailand.

Looking back on the past six decades, our two countries have been
collaborative in every way to uphold and further develop the existing ties of
friendship and cooperation to a higher level.

Since Myanmar has always pursued a policy of good neighbourliness
in our relations with countriesin the region upholding the Five Principles of
Peaceful Co-existence, | wish to expressmy firm conviction that therelations
between our two countries will continue to grow, based on those cardinal
principles.

| am also of the view that the frequent exchange of high level visits
between our two countries would further promote our mutual understanding
and accord usopportunitiesfor exchanging viewsonregional andinternational
issues of mutual concern in the coming decades.

| am fully confident that through our joint efforts, we will be able to
enhance the existing friendly relations and cooperation between our two
countriesfor thecommoninterestsof our two peoplesaswell asfor promoting
peace, stability and prosperity in the region. — MNA

M essage from U Nyan Win, Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar,
to Mr Tg Bunnag, Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand

Nay Pyi Taw, 24 Aug— | wishto extend to Y our Excellency my warm
felicitations and sincere wishes on the occasion of the 60" Anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the Union of Myanmar and the
Kingdom of Thailand.

The commemoration of this auspicious occasion has laid another
important milestone in the history of relations between our two countries. |
firmly believe that his event would add momentum in further consolidating
the fine relations between our two countries, based on our mutual interests
and respect.

| look forward to working closely with Y our Excellency in enhancing
therelationsand cooperation not only at the bilateral |evel but also at regional
and international contexts. — MNA

4 N

M essage from Mr Samak
Sundaravej, Prime Minister of
the Kingdom of Thailand, to
General Thelin Sein, Prime
Minister of the Union of Myanmar

the 60" Anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between the

we share similar cultures and traditions. With common aspirationsto nurture
cordial ties, the seeds of friendship that we have cultivated inthe past 60 years
two nations. Our cooperation in bilateral fora, such asthe JCand GBC andin
and prosperity of our region as awhole.

alone. | am therefore confident that if we, Thailand and Myanmar, work hand

enhance our cooperation for the mutual benefits of our two countries and
peoplesin the years to come. — MNA

to the bonds of friendship between our peoples, while our two Governments

well as the region and beyond. We now have a firm foundation upon which
to build stronger political and socio-economic cooperation.

4 N

Foreign Minister sends
felicitationsto Ukraine

Nay Pyi Taw, 24 Aug — U Nyan Win, Minister for Foreign Affairs of
the Union of Myanmar, has sent amessage of felicitationsto Mr Volodymy/l
Ogryzko, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, on the occasion of the

Independence Day of Ukraine which falls on 24 August, 2008.—MNA
\-

J

throughout the year to commemorate this important event. This reflects our

forwards to working with you to build upon our accomplishments and help

\. J
NaY Pvi Taw, 24 Aug — Asthisyear marks the auspicious occasion of

Kingdom of Thailand and the Union of Myanmar, on behalf of the Royal Thai
Government and the Thai people, | have the honour to extend my warmest
congratul ations and best wishes to the Government and peoples of the Union
of Myanmar.

Our bonds of friendship and understanding are deeply rooted because

have grown into a strong tree, bearing fruits for the common benefits of our

multilateral fora, suchasin ASEAN, ACMECS and GM Sreflect thecommon
resolvetoimprovethelivesof our peoplesandto ensure peaceful development

We are now living in an increasingly interdependent world beset by
many unconventional challenges. No single country can cope with them

in hand, we will be able to overcome any difficulties and together reap the
benefits from the opportunities ahead.

In thislight, | would like to reaffirm that the Royal Thai Government
is committed to promote the existing amicable ties of friendship and to

M essage from Mr Tg Bunnag, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of
Thailand, to U Nyan Win, Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar

Nay Pvi Taw, 24 Aug — On the auspicious occasion of the 60"
Anniversary of theestablishment of diplomaticrelationsbetweenthe Kingdom
of Thailand and the Union of Myanmar, it gives me great pleasure to extend
my sincere congratulations to the Government and peoples of the Union of
Myanmar.

On 24 August 1948, we started a new chapter in our neighbourly
relations. Sixty years later, our relations have grown to encompass a wide
range of cooperation. Similar religious and cultural values have contributed

are joined by acommon desire for stability and prosperity for our nations as

| am thusdelighted to witnhessthe activitiesorganized by both countries

common desireto strengthen further the excellent rel ations existing between
our two countries. | wish to thank Your Excellency and all our friends in
Myanmar who haveworked to promotethetiesof friendship and understanding
between the Kingdom of Thailand and the Union of Myanmar. | look

create a future of peace and prosperity for our peoples.

MNA
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SPDC’s Spokes Authoritative Team meets Mr [brahim

Agboola Gambari for second time
National Referendum held under the aegis of the Government resulted in

ratification with 92.48 per cent of voters

A

NAY Pvi Taw, 23 Aug— The Spokes Authoritative Team of the State Peace
and Development Council metwith Special advisor totheUnited Nations Secretary-
Genera Mr Ibrahim Agboola Gambari for the second time at National Defence
College this morning.

L eader of the Spoke Authoritative Team of SPDC Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan and members Minister for Foreign AffairsU Nyan Win and
Minister for Culture Maj-Gen Khin Aung Myint were present on the occasion.

L eader of the Spoke Authoritative Team of SPDC Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan made clarifications first.

The clarifications of Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan are as follows:-

Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan’s discussion

Y our Excellency and del egation membersarewarmly welcome. Weareglad
tohavean opportunity to meet with Y our Excellency for thesecondtimeduringthis
trip. Sincearriving Myanmar on 18th August 2008, Y our Excellency sparesnotime
intheinterest of our country with goodwill and we appreciateit deeply. Inresponse
to Your Excellency’ sgoodwill, we would like to reiterate that we would continue
to cooperate with Y our Excellency at our utmost.

ThistripisYour Excellency’s sixth trip to Myanmar. As Y our Excellency
hasvisited and exchanged viewsfor many times, we believethat Y our Excellency
has |earned our country’s palitical, economic and social situations extensively.

During thetrip, Y our Excellency has got opportunities to meet and discuss
with our Spokes Authoritative Team, other Cabinet Ministers, diplomats, officials
of UN agencies, social organizationsand UM FCCI (Union of Myanmar Federation
of Chambers of Commerce and Industry), representatives of official political
parties, other political individuals and organizations, etc from various fields.
Moreover, Your Excellency has got the opportunity to study about relief,
rehabilitation and health care servicesbeing carried out in the aftermath of cyclone
Nargis. Hence, we assume that Your Excellency has extensively learned about
political, economic and social developments of our country aswell asthe attitudes
of the majority of the people.

Wearedeeply regretted asDaw Aung San Suu Kyi declined tomeet with
Your Excellency. On our part, we have made all necessary arrangementsfor
Your Excellency to meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. Your Excellency also
wished to meet with her and tried your best, we under stand.

Today, the people have three major aspirations. | have clarified themto Y our
Excellency duringthepreviousvisits. Thefirst pointispeaceand stability. Thepeople
do not want instability or violence, which can harm thetranquillity. The second point
is development of the country as well as individual socio-economic devel opment.

We are deeply regretted as Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi declined to meet with Your
Excellency. On our part, we have made all
necessary arrangementsfor Your Excellency
to meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. Your
Excellency alsowished tomeet with her and
tried your best.

The people cannot accept any hindrancetoit. Thethird point isto earn livelihood in
accordance with the law while marching on speedily towards the desired goa of
democracy. These are the true aspirations of the people in Myanmar today.

The nation had experienced the Parliamentary Democracy period from 1948 to
1962, which lacked stability aswell astangible developmentsin economic, socia and
educational fields. Themgjority of the peoplewereeconomically poor andlivedinfear
of violence from theinternd strife. So, it can be said that our people had encountered
unavoidably that period which bore no improvement to the nation and the people.

From 1962 to 1988 was the period of Burma Socialist Programme Party.
Therewas political stahility to acertain extent but no progress as regards national
development and economic development. The people had to endure various
difficulties such as shortage of rice, edible oil aswell asimbalance of income and
expenditure, etc. Ontheother hand, theinternal insurgency had not been uprooted
and thus the national development could not be dreamed.

At present period after 1988, all-round development is brought about in
varioussectorssuchaspoalitical, economic, social, education, health, transportation,
etc. Hence, today’ s people have enjoyed the fruits of stability and development.
Inasmuch asstability and devel opment areensured, the peoplecan enjoy progressive
lifeindividually. So, the people support and rely on the endeavours of the present
Government. Thepeopleabsol utely recognizetheunprecedented accomplishments
of the present Government.

Though the present Government has not won the hundred per cent
support of thepeopletoday, itisbeingassumed and appr eciated by thepeople
as the Government which ensures stability, national development aswell as
democratization. Under theleader ship of thepr esent Gover nment, themajority
of peopleareunitedly marchingon. Itistheactual situation of our country. So,
the National Referendum held under the aegisof the Gover nment resulted in
ratification with 92.48 per cent of voters.

Recently we suffered casualties and devastation caused by unavoidable
natural disaster of Nargiscyclone. Y our Excellency, you might haveknownthat the
Government efficiently carried out rescue, relief and rehabilitation workstogether
with disaster preparedness measures taken for the long run. Under the close
supervision of the National Disaster Preparedness Central Committee headed by
the Prime Minister, works are carried out expeditiously. With the generous
donation of cash and kind by local wellwishers, national private entrepreneursand
foreign donors, the storm victims are provided with food, clothing and shelter
assistance. Though the devastation was huge, energetic efforts are made with the
concept of substituting stone bricksin the place of fallen earth bricks.

(seepage7)

Thedynamicrelief worksin the aftermath of
cycloneNar gisaretobeattributedtotheleader ship
of theGover nment aswell astrust, encour agement
and active cooper ation of the people, it isobvious.
In other words, it can be said that as the
Government endeavoured to its utmost in the
interestsof thepeople, themassof peopleresponded

Mr Erwan Pouchousand MsHua Jiang, membersof Mr Gambari, trying
to meet Daw Aung San Suu Kyi beforethe compound of her house.—mnNa

with active participation.
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Prime Minister General Thein Sein meets Special Advisor to UNSG Mr | brahim Agboola Gambari. (News on Page 1)—mNA

SPDC’s Spokes Authoritative Team mests...

(from page 6)

After carrying out the rescue and relief works considerably, rehabilitation
and reconstruction works have begun. All-round assistance are given to the storm
victimsat relief campsto return to the original native places. Thevictimsare also
provided with facilities for resuming their vocations. The farmers are provided
withtractors, power-tillers, cattle, pedigree seeds, fertilizers, cultivationloans, etc
while the fishermen are facilitated with fishing boats, engines, fishing nets and
related accessories. Likewise, for those who were engaging in salt industry, salt-
water embankments are repaired and assistanceisgivento reclaim salternsbefore
the salt-production season.

Before the storm victims can resume their vocations regularly, the Stateis
providing them with food, clothing and shelter supplies by spending huge sum of
funds. Thoughlocal andforeign donorsaremaking donations, the Statehasto share
reserved stocksof ricedaily toprovidethevictimssufficiently. Disaster preparedness
measures are also taken for thelong run. In thisregard, the network of five major
highway project is under implementation while cyclone shelters, salt-water
embankmentsand refuge-hillocksagainst cyclonetidesarebeing built. Mangroves
are also reserved too.

In addition, the Tripartite Core Group of Government, UN and ASEAN
ensured the relief works dynamic and success. We cooperated successfully with
international aid groups, medical teams, etc.

The dynamic relief worksin the aftermath of cyclone Nargisareto be
attributed totheleader ship of the Gover nment aswell astr ust, encour agement
and active cooper ation of thepeople, it isobvious. In other words, it can be said
that asthe Gover nment endeavour ed toitsutmost in theinter estsof thepeople,
the mass of people responded with active participation. We mention it for Y our
Excellency to notice.

Now, | would liketo mention some pointsregarding our discussionson 19th
August 2008. Y our Excellency has requested to have an UN officer in Myanmar
inview of regul arizing rel ationsbetween theMyanmar Government andthe UNSG
office. Wehadrepliedthat itisbelieved Y our Excellency’ sgood officesisrunning
smoothly asUN agenciesbased in our country are providing necessary assi stance.
However, inpaying seriousattentionto Y our Excellency’ srequest and asagesture
to show our willingnessfor promoting cooperation between UN and Myanmar, we
will try our best to make coordination.

Moreover, the proposal for providing assistance to Myanmar’'s socio-
economic issues is noted down and being studied with seriousness by us. The
Ministry concerned will giveaproposal to Y our Excellency to seek possible areas

Though the present Gover nment has not
won the hundred per cent support of the
people today, it is being assumed and
appreciated by the peopleasthe Gover nment
which ensuresstability, national development
aswell as demaocr atization.

24-8-08 (FINAL) NL 7

for cooperation.

In conclusion, we believe that frank and cordial discussions between Y our
Excellency and our Spokes Authoritative Team will surely lead to common goal of
successful achievements in endeavouring for Myanmar political development. In
conformity with the Myanmar tradition, the Myanmar peoplewish Y our Excellency
tohaveagood trip back home. Andweareanticipating to hear positivedevel opments
regarding this trip when Y our Excellency arrive back home. Thank you.

Mr Gambari’sclarification

Next, Mr Gambari made clarification. He said that he specially thanked the
Myanmar Government for its hospitality and full cooperation. He said that he was
pleased with reaffirmation of the Myanmar government for regularizing relations
withtheUN Secretariat andthe UN. CooperationbetweentheMyanmar government
and himself can be assumed as making cooperation with international community.
Hecontinuedto say that by cooperatingwith him, it showstheattitudesof Myanmar
fortheUN Secretary-General, the UN General Assembly, the UN Security Council,
UN member countriesandfriendly countriesof Myanmar. Therefore, headdedthat
he called for emergence of obvious results during every trip. He said that these
resultswould reflect Myanmar’ s seriousattentionto therole of the UN Secretariat
and progress in cooperation.

Theaccusationsagainst Myanmar Government could berebutted if therewere
such obviousresults. Hethanked Myanmar government for giving help to him to meet
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. He was sorry that he did not meet with Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi. Thatwasnot dueto Myanmar government nor him. Thoughhehadtheopportunity
to meet with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi inhisprevioustrips, it wasregrettablethat he had
no opportunity of meeting her inthat trip. But therewasno need to be disappointed that
event and the discussions between them need not to be ended. Although there were
agreements and disagreements between them, they would continue to seek ways of
cooperation from those. He reaffirmed that the discussions between NLD's CEC
including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the Minister for Relations and the UN were to be
made. Hewas ready for thetime Myanmar Government would set for him to cometo
the country. In the previous day, he met with NLD’s CEC for over one hour. Their
discussions focused on the ways to be sought for cooperation, agreements and
disagreements. That was a good beginning and to be continued. To obtain obvious
results, it was consistent with the five points he had submitted.

Myanmar government should issue an official announcement that talks
will continue, he said. Among the detainees, the aged, the sick and those who
could make constructive effort for Myanmar’s affairs should be released, he
added. He said that he was pleased to hear that the ministry concerned is
considering to seek possible area for cooperation regarding to his proposal for
economic forum. UN would like to coordinate matters for rendering expertise
after the election commission has been formed. He said he believed to establish
regular relations between the UN and the Myanmar government regarding the
appointment of aUN representativeto Myanmar. Hethen requested another visit
to Myanmar beforethe UN Secretary-General’ stour of Myanmar. He hopes that
Myanmar’ sgovernment will be ableto addressitsinternal issue successfully and
serve the interest of its country.

The meeting ended at 10.45 am.—MNA
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Prime
Minister
receives

special ...

(from page 16)

On 21 August, he
met with member of the
Commission for Holding
National Referendum U
Thaung Nyunt and
members, and Minister for
Relations U Aung Kyi
Separately.

Y esterday, Mr
Gambari worshiped at
Bengali Sunni Jameh
Mosgue on Sule Pagoda
Road. Intheafternoon, he
met Chairman of National
League for Democracy U
Aung Shwe and members
for the second time.

Today, Prime
Minister General Thein
Seinreceived Mr Gambari
and party at Zeyarthiri
Beikman Hall on
Konmyinttha in Yangon.
Also present on the
occasionwereMinister for
National Planning and
Economic Development
U Soe Tha, Minister for
Foreign Affairs U Nyan
Win and Minister for
Health Dr Kyaw Myint.
Likewise, Mr Gambari
met with the Spokes
Authoritative Teamof the
State  Peace and
Development Council led
by Minister for
Information Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsanfor thesecond
time. Hemet diplomats of
foreign missions in
Yangon in the afternoon

Special Advisor to UNSG Mr I brahim Agboola Gambari meets with diplomats, officials of foreign missionsin Yangon

and left Yangon by air in
the evening.

During his trip to
Myanmar, arrangements
were made for Mr
Gambari tomeetwithDaw
Aung San Suu Kyi at 10
amon20August. ButDaw
Aung San SuuKyi denied
to meet him. Therefore,
Mr Gambari wrote a
personal letter to Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi
through officials
concernedinabidto meet
with her. However, Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi
rejected the letter and
madenoresponse. Hence,
the officials concerned
from 10.30 to 11.40 am
informed her from the
brick wall atthe backyard,
of her house, shoutingover
the hand loudspeaker that
Mr Gambari wanted to
giveheraletter. From1.45
to 1.55 pm, the officids
concerned again informed
her that Mr Gambari wanted
togiveher aletter andif she

for the second time.—mnNA

didn’t accept it they would
stick it on the brick post of
thefence. And at 2.40 pm,
the letter was stuck on the
brick post of thefence. On
that day, however muchMr
Gambari tried to meet with
Daw AungSanSuuKyi, he
was unable to meet with
her since she made no
response.

However, at the
request of Mr Gambari
that hewantedtotry again
to meet with Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi, members of
Mr Gambari team Mr
Erwan Pouchous and Ms
Hua Jiang, accompanied
by Deputy Director-
General U SoeWin of the
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Police Col
Win Naing Tun of
Myanmar Police Force,
went to the house of Daw
Aung San SuuKyi at 7.50
amon22August. Officias
concerned tried to reach
Daw Aung San SuuKyiin
front of her house’s from

Mr Erwan Pouchous and Ms Hua Jiang, members of
Mr Gambari trying to meet Daw Aung San Suu Kyi in front of the
compound of her house.—mNA
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8.00 to 8.25 am, shouting
over the loudspeaker
many times that two
representatives of Mr
Gambari were there to
meet with her. But there
was ho  response.
Therefore, the second
efforts of Mr Gambari to
meet with Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi were met with
failure.

As his attempts to
meet with Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi failed, Mr

Gambari on 20 August
sought permission again
tomeet with executivesof
National League for
Democracy hehadaready
met. Upon hisrequest, the
government made
arrangements for Mr
Gambari and he wasable
tomeet with executivesof
the NLD two times.
Paying seriousattention
totheroleof UN Secretary-
General’s Office, the
government tried its

utmost for theconvenience
of every tripof Mr Gambari
to Myanmar. Meanwhile,
with a view to forging
national reconsolidation,
the government made
arrangements for Mr
Gambari tobeableto meet
with Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi on every trip to
Myanmar. But this time,
Mr Gambari wasunableto
meet with Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi, for shedenied to
meet him.— MNA

Thai Foreign Affairs Minister, wife
and membersarrivein Yangon

Y ANGON, 23Aug—
A Thai delegation led by
Minister of Foreign
Affairs Mr Tgl Bunnag
and wife Madam Phensri
Bunnag arrived here by

air thismorning.
Theywerewe comed
at Yangon International
Airport by Minister for
ForeignAffarsUNyanWin
and wife Daw Myint Myint

Soe, Thai Ambassadortothe
Union of Myanmar Mr
Bansarn Bunnag and wife,
departmenta officials and
saff of Thal embassy.
MNA

Foreign Affairs Minister and wife host
dinner to Thai delegation

Y ANGON, 23 Aug —
Minister for Foreign
Affairs U Nyan Win and
wife Daw Myint Myint
Soe hosted dinner to Thai
delegationled by Minister

of Foreign Affairs of
Thailand Mr Tej Bunnag
and wife Madam Phensri
Bunnag at MyaY eik Nyo
Royal Hotel here this
evening.

In the evening,
Minister of Foreign
Affairsof ThailandMrTgj
Bunnag, wife and party
visited the Shwedagon
Pagoda—MNA

Deputy Minister for Health inspects
functions of FDA

Y ANGON, 23Aug—
Deputy Minister for

daily  duties and
obligationswith goodwill

whilestudyingthemodern
technologies. — MNA

Health Dr Paing Soe
yesterday morning
inspected functionsof the
sections and laboratories
at Food and Drug
Administration on
Minkyaung Street in
Dagon Township.
Atthemeetinghall,
the deputy minister
instructed to discharge

8/2/18, 5:49 PM

Flood News

NAY Pyi Taw, 23 Aug—The Department of
M eteorol ogy and Hydrol ogy i ssued afl ood newstoday
that according to the 10:30 hr M ST observation today,
thewater level of ThanlwinRiver at Hpan-anis827cm
and it has exceeded by 77 cm (about 2.5 ft) above its
danger level. It isforecast to remain above its danger
level 750 cm during the next 3 days.

MNA
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PrimeMinister General Thein Sein receives delegation led by Minister of Foreign AffairsMr Tg Bunnag at Zeyathiri Betkman. (News on Page 1) —mna

Road M ap recognized,
supported by...

(from page 16)

including the cyclone victims. We would like to
establish regular ties between the Myanmar
gover nment and UN Secr etariat. From thehumani-
tarian per spective, theM yanmar gover nment should
consider thereleaseof old and sick detainees. M or eo-
ver, it would beof much benefitif thosewhoareable
to participatein discussionson Myanmar’s affairs
are released. UN would like to know how it can
cooperate with Myanmar in her affairs. If thereis
any difficulty on Myanmar’sside, let usknow. And
if thereis any new issue that has never been dis-
cussed before, | am ready to discussit.

Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan’s
clarification

Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan said: At the
outset, | would like to say that Your Excellency and
delegation members are warmly welcome and | am
very glad to meet you again. Thisisthefourth timefor
our Spokes Authoritative Team of the State Peace and
Development Council to discuss with Your Excel-
lency. As we have discussed and exchanged views
frankly and cordially thrice, we have understood each
other very well and we have become very intimate
friends. Hence, we do hope that this fourth discussion
will surely bring out good results by discussing and
exchanging views more frankly and cordially than the
previous times.

Our country exercises the independent and
active foreign policy. In accordance with the Five
Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, Myanmar is
alsomaintainingfriendly relationswith neighbour -
ing countries, regional countries and global coun-
tries. Being a member of the United Nations Or-
ganization, to constantly cooperate with the UN is
alsothemain point of our foreign policy. Therefore,
our country hasbeen and isactively coper atingwith
the UN and it will certainly continue to do so.
Similarly, we highly regard the role of the UN

Secretary-General. Wedo appreciatethe UNSG and
theUN for their roleinrenderingahelpful hand tous
asregardsrelief and reconstruction works after the
cyclone " Nargis'. So, we invited Your Excellency to
come and see the Myanmar political developments and
prevailing conditions of Myanmar so that Y our Excel-
lency can play apositive role. On our side we will fully
cooperatewith'Y our Excellency at our utmost for bearing
fruitful results of your trip.

| would like to explain points regarding the latest
devel opmentsinimplementing the seven-step Road Map
of thecountry. AsY our Excellency hasknown, theentire
people of Myanmar aspire democracy. Accordingly, the
seven-step Road Map is being implemented to bring
about democracy. The seven-step Road Map hasbeen
adopted and declared to the world since 2003. The
implementation of the seven-step Road M ap hasbeen
recognized and supported by ASEAN countries, neigh-
bouringcountries, regional countriesand Non-Aligned
M ovement member countries aswell asthe UN.

According to the prevailing obj ective situations
and conditions of our country, the seven-step Road
Map is the most suitable and appropriate to bring
about democracy. We firmly believe that the way to
bring about democracy peacefully is the seven-step
Road M ap. The National Convention, thefirst step of the
Road M ap, hasbeen convened successfully with theexten-
sive participation of the entire people and nationa breth-
ren. The seriousness of the National Convention hasbeen
known by Y our Excellency asyou havevisitedit timeand
again. Likewise, efforts were made to ensure all
inclusivenessinholdingtheNational Referendumtoratify
the draft Congtitution in the fourth step of the Road Map.
Thepublicapproval of thedraft constitutioninthereferen-
dum has al so approved that the seven-step Road Map isto
continuetill its success. Today, wewill continue efforts
to implement the remaining fifth, sixth and seventh
stepssuccessfully. Effortswill alsobemadeproperly to
ensureall inclusivenessand democr aticpracticesinthe
general elections, thefifth step of theRoad M ap which
you have mentioned.

But it is rather difficult for us to accept any
attempttoharmor jeopardizeor hinder theimplemen-

When the National Referendum was held the whole
country, diplomats and UN officials were taken to
various places to witness the processes in which the
people cast votesindependently and freely.
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tation of the Road Map. We assumethat our process
for transitiontodemocracy isaccepted by theinter na-
tional community including Your Excellency aswell
as internal and external anti-government groups.
Hence, thoseall who aspiredemocr acy should render
a helping hand to usin implementing the seven-step
Road Map, we honestly believe.

The National Referendum, the fourth step of
theRoad M ap, wassuccessfully held on 10th and 24th
May 2008. In doing so, necessary law and ruleswere
promulgated and the National Referendum washeld
in accordance with them. Theselaw and ruleswere
prepar edinaccor dancewithinter national norms. Such
law and rules were promulgated systematically and
Central-levd, State/Division-level, Digtrict-level, Town-
ship-level and war d/village-tr act level commissionswer e
formed tosupervisether eferendum properly. Regar d-
ing voting system, we did not use the system of ballot
card and yesno double ballot boxes. We used the
system of ballot dip, singleballot box and secr et voting,
which isdifficult to commit malpractices.

Moreover, thedraft constitution aswell asthe Refer-
endum Law and Ruleswere published for publicinfor-
mation. The preparations made and systems to be used
in the referendum were clarified to Your Excellency
during your last visit.

When the National Referendum was held thewhole
country, diplomatsand UN officialsweretakentovarious
places to witness the processes in which the people cast
votes independently and freely. Hence, | would like to
reiterate that the National Referendum wasfree and fair.

According to the results of the National Referen-
dum, there are 27,288,827 €eligible voters who have
attained the age of 18. Of them, 26,776,675 or 98.12 per
cent cast votes. Of the votes, 24,764,124 votes repre-
senting 92.48 per cent were yes-votes while 1,631,712
votes representing 6.1 per cent were no-votes. Alto-
gether 380,839 votes representing 1.42 per cent were
cancelled. Thus, the draft constitution was ratified with
the support of 92.48 per cent of the voters. So, the
Constitution has now become the one mandated by
the majority of the people.

The Constitution was approved by the majority
of the people as they truly like it. Moreover, the
people really trust and rely on the ruling govern-
ment. For your knowledge, | would like to recount
some pointsregar ding the previous National Refer-
endum held to ratify the 1974 Constitution. It was
held under the aegis of the Burma Socialist Programme
Party when the socialism was flourishing without any
opposition or antagonism. Besides, party fractionswere
formed at different levels and well-organized.

(See page 10)
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Road Map recognized,
supported by...

(from page 9)

Y et, theoutcomeof thereferendumwas 90.17 per cent
of votesinfavour. Thepercentageshouldhavebeenhigher.
However, the people who did not like failed to support it
and the result was as such.

Nowadays, the National Referendum was held
amidst the anti-government elements from various
angels. The internal and external anti-government
groupsinstigated the public to cast no-votesor not to
cast vote. Even the insurgents put pressure on the
peopledwdling near their areasto cast no-votes. Some
bignationsimposed varioussanctionsandtried hardto
instigate the people to have negative views againgt the
Gover nment. Among these conditions, the outcome of
the referendum is 92.48 per cent surpassing the 1974
referendumresult. It canvividly beseenthat thepeople
truly like and accept the draft Congtitution.You can
study by yourselveit istrue or not.

Hence, | would like to say that the existing Govern-
ment is making efforts on behalf of the people in accord-
ance with the Condtitution ratified by the people. Article
442inChapter 14 Transitory Provisionsof theCongtitution
states. "The State Peace and Development Council shall
continue to exercise State sovereignty, before this Consti-
tution comes into force" Article 443 states: "The work
doneby the State Peace and Devel opment Council tobring
the Constitution into force shall be deemed to have been
carried out in accord with this Constitution.” Hence, the
existingGover nment hashecometheTransitional Gov-
ernment mandated toimplement the provisonsof the
Congtitution before the commencing date of the First
session of theUnion Hluttaw on which theCongtitution
will comeinto force.

Being the Transitional Gover nment, our Govern-
ment will continue to implement the seven-step Road
Map in accord with the mandate of the people. We
cannot accept any attempt to jeopardize or harm our
process. Wewill opposeand wipeout thoseattemptsto
jeopardize or harm the Constitution.

Multiparty general eections, thefifth step of the Road
Map, will beheldin 2010 asannounced inadvance. Before
it, necessary laws and rules concerning establishment,
organizing and entering elections of politica parties, will
be promulgated. Then, those in favour of or against the
Government and the Congtitution will have above-men-
tioned rights equally in accordance with law. This is
designed to ensure all inclusiveness. Moreover, the
Election Commission and necessary sub-commissions
at different levelswill be formed properly for holding
thefreeand fair elections. After forming the commis-
sion, it will make necessary arrangementsto hold free
and fair eections.

If elected, those representatives-elect can participate
as Hluttaw representatives in the proceedings of various
Hluttawsasthesixth step of theRoad M ap. They canenjoy
the rights to take part in discussing, coordinating and
seeking solutionsin legidative mattersincluding political,
economic and socia affairs of the State at the Hluttaws.
Likewise, they can enjoy therightsto exercisethelegida
tive mattersin ademocratic way.

The Government will continue to implement the de-
mocracy Processes, paying serious attention to the aspira
tion of the people. In so doing, the Government will carry
out tasks on behalf of the people in accord with the
Condtitution ratified by the people. So, itisreasonablethat
the Government cannot accept any attempt tojeopardizeor
harm the process. In addition, efforts for bringing about
democracy, devel oping thenationand the peopl e, flourish-
ing human rights, etc are the processesto be favoured and
supported by neighbouring countries, regional countries,
globa countries and the United Nations including Y our
Excellency. So, we bdlievethat all will render cooper a-
tivehandsto the process of our seven-step Road M ap.
Wealso believethat Your Excellency will kindly con-
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Theexisting Gover nment hasbecometheTransitional Gov-
ernment mandated toimplement theprovisionsof the Consti-
tution before the commencing date of the First session of the
Union Hluttaw on which theConstitution will comeintoforce.

vincethe UN Secretary-General and other dignitaries
and groupsof theactual conditionsand situations. We
alsohopethat Y our Excellency will kindly convincethe
anti-government palitical groups which Your Exce-
lency will meet following days.

Actudly, the stability of the State is essentia for the
devel opment of thenationandthepeopleaswell asnationa
economic devel opment. Hence, the Government has con-
stantly been striving to ensure State stability. As aresult,
peace has been attained between the Government and
amost &l the nationa race armed groups. Our country is
now enjoying unprecedented peace and stability. In addi-
tion, peacedoor iskept opento theremaining national race
armed groups. The Gover nment isalso making contin-
ued effortsfor thenational reconsolidation. I n recogni-
tion of your discussions, talkswith Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi will be held in linewith the previous procedures.

As regards the storm “Nargis’, we fully cooperated
with the UN aswell as ASEAN. We also smoothly coop-
erated with international aid groups, hedlth care groups,
medical teams, etc. In addition, weare providing coopera:
tivehandsclosely to UN agenciesto conveniently carry out
their works. We believe the UN agencies based in our
country are aso rendering a helpful hand to see to the
success of your good offices.

Today, the Government has been striving its ut-
most for thenational development aswell asthe socio-
economic development of the people. Yet, thedifficul-
ties encountered are, as Your Excellency might have
known, varioussanctionsimposed by wester n powers.
Under such circumstances, we are very grateful to
Your Excdlency for being interested in helping pro-
mote the socio-economic development of the people.
We are also serioudy considering it. In that regard,
Your Excelency should hold talks with the ministry
concer ned.

Regar ding your question of how wewill cooper ate
towintrust of theinter national community in the 2010
elections, an election commission will be for med when
it is opportune. The commission will take necessary
measur esto ensurefreeand fair elections.

Regarding the case of the detainees, old onesand sick
ones should be released to show humanitarianism, along
with those capable of helping work out the Myanmar
affairs, | would say the government dways hasatradition
to do so.

At present, thetransitionto democracy isbeingimple-
mented with the timeframe in Myanmar as wished by the
UN and international community. Hence, we assume that
now istheprimetimefor theUN andinternational commu-
nity to lend a helpful hand with goodwill as regards
Myanmar's affairs.

The positive changes of our country are prevailing
conditions and cannot be ignored. If review with right
senseand clear outlook, itisfair tosay that thefuture State
can be visuaized now. The State affairs are the internal
affairsto be handled by the people themselves. Through
the collective efforts by the combined force of the Gov-
ernment, thepeopleandthe Tatmadaw withown strength,
we have achieved many accomplishments nowadays. In
such conditions and situations, the attacks of internal and
external anti-government groups are merely worthless,
we assume.

The explanation | have made also covers your
question of how wewant the UN to cooper atewith our
countryintheaffairs.Now, | wouldliketor eiter atethat
the State congtitution has been adopted with the ap-
proval of the people. That reflectstheir desire. So, we
will try in accordance with the State congtitution to

8/2/18, 5:49 PM

transt to democr acy assoon aspossible. Only with the
assisanceof theUN in that regard, thepeopl€ sdesire
can bebrought tofruition. Now, the State congtitution
has been approved. So, law on palitical parties, and
election law will come into being. Then, the people,
supportingor opposingtheconstitution, and both anti-
gover nment personsand pro-gover nment per sonswill
be ableto enjoy theright to form political partiesand
canvassfor thevotesin accor dancewith thelaw. After
that, all will havetheright to stand for eection in the
multi-party democr acy election scheduled totakeplace
in 2010. That path is the most practical, the most
appropriateand the safest way. Furthermore, it isthe
most peaceful way for transition todemocracy. There-
fore, | would say the UN including you should extend a
helping hand for peaceful and successful transition to
democracy in accor dance with the people sdesire.

In conclusion, | would like to say that the Govern-
ment with the support of the people has successfully
launched tasks for trangition to democracy. And it will
continue to see to the desired goa. We hope that Y our
Excellency will render a helpful hand to us for achieving
greater successes while we are bringing about democracy
in conformity with prevailing situations of the nation and
thepeople. AsY our Excellency hasunderstood the subtle-
nessof Myanmar politicstoacertainextent, webelievethat
Y our Excellency can fully cooperatein implementing the
seven-step Road Map and provide us good advice. Thank
you.

Further discussonsof Mr Gambari

Holding further discussions, Mr Gambari said that
the main aim of him and the United Nations Secretary-
General is to win greater support of the internationa
community in the process of trangition to democracy in
Myanmar; that he himsaf respects the sovereignty of
Myanmar; that at present, even super powersare unableto
stand ontheir own separately; that itisrequired totakeinto
account the positive suggestions of neighboring countries;
that both the UN Secretary-General and him accept that
economic sanctions are a serious impediment to nationa
devel opment of Myanmar; that hewill put forwardthefacts
presented by the Spokes Authoritative Team of the State
Peace and Development Council to the UN Secretary-
General on his arrival; that at the request of Y our Excel-
lency he will continue striving for opposition parties to
cooperate; the UN Secretary-Generd istrying its best for
the international community to response in a positive
manner to prevailing situations of Myanmar; and Y our
Excellency will seeit sooner.

He continued to say that hewel comesthe necessary
measures to be taken by the el ection commission without
harming the sovereignty of Myanmar; that hewill discuss
matters on dispatching the working level technical team
with the ministers concerned as to the establishment of
Economic Forum; that those who oppose the government
at present can turn out to be an dliancein future; that the
transitiona period of Myanmar palitics is amed at the
emergence of a civilian government; and therefore, he
wants the government to review the actions taken against
those who do not post athreat to national security with a
view to forging national reconsolidation.

In hisdiscussions, Leader of the Spokes Authorita
tive Team of the State Peace and Development Council
Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsansaid that he
would pay seriousattentiontowhat Mr Gambari discussed
and has made arrangementsto meet him again. The meet-
ing ended at 4.30 pm.

MNA
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Angel Di Maria (#11) of
Argentinamakesagoal
during the men's gold
match of football event
between Nigeria and
Argentina at Beijing
2008 Olympic Gamesin
the National Stadium,
known as the Bird's
Nest, in Beijing, China,
on 23 Aug, 2008.

Medal Standings (23-8-2008)

Leryn Franco of
Paraguay is pictured
during the women's
javelin throw
gualification round at
the 'Bird's Nest'
National  Stadium
duringthe2008Beijing
Olympic Games on 19
August, 2008. Leryn
Francohasbeen named
by many the most
beautiful woman atthis
year's Olympics

Lena Schoneborn of
Germany competes
during the women's
running 3000m
competition at the
Beijing 2008 Olympic
Games morden
pentathlon event in
Beijing, China, on 22
Aug, 2008. Lena
Schoneborn of
Germany won the gold
medal of Olympic
women's modern
pentathlon on Friday.

St NOC Name G S B T Sr INOC Name G S B T
1 | China 49 19 28 96 45 | Belgium 1 1 2
2 | United States 34 | 37 | 36 |107 46 |DominicanRep | 1 | 1 2
I N AEAEN A . N AR
48 | Mongolia 111 2 || Germany competes
> | Germany 0] 54 49 | Portugal 1] 1 2 during the women's
6 | Ausralia 41 15 17 ) 4 50 |India 1 2 | 3 ||cross country of the
7 | ROK 310 8|3 51 |Iran 1 1 | 2 ||Beijing Olymic Games
8 | Japan 9 | 6 10 | 25 52 | Bahrain 1 1 cycling-mountain bike
9 | Iltaly 7 10 10 | 27 53 | Cameroon . 1 event at Laoshan
10 | Ukraine 715 | 15 | 27 R — ) || | Mountain Bike Course
11 | Netherland 7] 5 4 | 16 S P— ) ) i:uzeg g:)i' ZZL’::eOS”pIZ;
12 | France 6 | 15 | 17 | 38 ’ '
—t —— R 56 | Sweden 4 1 5 of Germany claimedthe
_ 57 | Croatia 2 3 5 titlein this event with a
i: z;am i Z z iz 58 | Lithuania 2 3 5 time of 1:45.11.
arus
16 | Kenya 4 5 4 13 > Gr.eéce ; ’ !
T 3 T 5 o 60 | Trinidad/Tobago 2 2
18 | Ethiopia 4 1 1 6 oL |Nigenia ! ’ :
62 | Austria 1 2 3
19 | Canada 319 6 | 18 63 |Algeria 1 1 | 2 || Meng Guanliang and
20 | Poland 3168 il 64 | Bahamas 1 1 2 Yang Wenjun of China
2 ::Zvlvlay 2 2 : 12 65 | Colombia L 1] 2 pleluers)ge into e 1
23 | Czech Republic 3 3 6 %6 | Kyrgyzsten ! ! 2 zan Or:ltz Ionu;Z ”22”2?
: 67 | Serbia 1 1 2
24 | Slovekia 3 |2 16 - 500m final at Beijing
25 | New Zealand 3 1 5 9 68 | Tajkistan ! ! 2 2008 Olympic Gamesin
: 69 |Chile 1 1 _ _
26 | Georgia 3 3 6 the Shunyi Rowing-
27 | Cuba 2 19 1 | 22 70| Ecuador ! ! Canoeing Park in
28 | Hungary 2 | 5 2 9 1 |Maaysa ! ! Beijing, China, on 23
29 | Denmark 5 5 3 - 72 | South Africa 1 1 Aug, 2008. They won
30 | Thailand 2 | 2 4 73 | Singapore ! L || the gold medal.
31 | DPRK 2 | 1 3| 6 74 | Sudan ! !
32 | Switzerland 2 4| 6 75 | Vietnam ! !
33 | Argentina 2 3 5 76 | Armenia 6 6
34 | Mexico > 1 3 77 | Chinese Taipei 4 4
35 | Kazakhstan 1| 4 7 | 12 78 | Ireland 2 | 2 ||Russian synchronized
36 | Turkey 1| 4 3 3 79 | Afghanistan 1 1 swimming team
o | zmawe | 1] 3 ¢ | |2 Fom L eerainent
38 | Azerbaijan 112 417 6L |lsred ull Beijing 2008 Olympic
39 | Uzbekistan 1] 2 3| 6 82 |Morocco Y Games synchronized
40 | Slovenia 1] 2 2 5 83 | Moldova 1 L || swimming event in
41 | Bulgaria 1|1 3 5 84 | Mauritius 1 1 Beijing, China, on 23
42 | Indonesia 1 1 3 5 85 |Togo 1 1 Aug, 2008. Russian
23 | Finland 1 ! 5 P 86 | Venezuda 1 1 team ranked 1st in
24 | Lavia 1| 1 1] 3 Total: 200 | 201 347 |gpg | | YMchronizedswimming

team event.
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New software enables sign language
over cell phones

WAsHINGTON, 23 Aug
— The University of
Washington announced
on Thursday that agroup
of engineers have
developed software that
for the first time enables
deaf and hard-of-hearing
Americans to use sign
language over a mobile
phone.

This is the first time
two-way real-time video
communication has been
demonstrated over cell
phones in the United
States. Theengineershave

received a US Nationa
Science Foundation grant
for a 20-person field
projectthat will beginnext
year in Sesttle.

The research team
posted a video of the
working prototype on
YouTube.“Alot of people
are excited about this,”
said principal investigator
Eve Riskin. For mobile
communication, deaf
peoplenow communicate
by cell phone using text
messages. “But the point
is you want to be able to

communicate in your
native language,” Riskin
said. “For deaf people
that’s sign language.”
Video is much better
than text-messaging
becauseit’sfaster andit’s
better at conveying
emotion, said Jessica
DeWitt, a researcher in
psychology who is deaf.
Shesaysalargepart of her
communication is with
facial expressions, which
can be transmitted over
the video phones.
MNA/Xinhua

22 Aug, 2008.—INTERNET

Venezuela's President Hugo Chavez (R) meets Vu Huy Hoang, Vietnam’'s
Minister of Industry and Commerce, in the Miraflores Palacein Caracas on

Officials inspect the wreckage of a car after a
bomb explosion in Thailand's province of Sungai
Kolok, south of Bangkok on 22 Aug, 2008. A car

bomb exploded on Thursday in atown in
southern Thailand that has been a target of
insurgent attacks, killing a journalist and
wounding 30 government officials and shoppers,
security officials said.—INTERNET

HonGkoNg, 23 Aug—
Hong Kong was buffeted
by gale force winds on
Friday as typhoon Nuri
churnedtowardthe major
financial hub, with most
of thecity anditsmarkets
shut downinanticipation
of adirect hit.

The tropica cyclone
signal No. 8 was hoisted
at 7.40 am Hong Kong

Time (2340 GMT) as
typhoon Nuri closed to
within 100 kilometres of
the city after wreaking a
path of destructionin the
northern Philippines.
Several flights were
cancelled. Howling
winds swept across the
former British colony
early on Friday and
white-tipped waves

Typhoon “Nuri” shutsdown HK,
flights cancelled

thrashed in Victoria
harbour.

“It may be necessary
toissuehigher signalsthis
afternoon,” the Hong
Kong Observatory said,
addinggaleswere aready
affecting many parts of
the territory with winds
speed of up to 98 kph
recorded.

MNA/Reuters

Malaysiato start flexible
hoursfor women at work

KuaLa Lumpur, 23
Aug Malaysia's
women may soon be able
to put in flexible hours
instead of thenine-to-five
workday, local media
reported on Friday.

Less rigid job
arrangements would
encourage more women
into the workforce,
thus boosting national
productivity and
economic growth, Ma-
laysian Deputy Prime
Minister Ngjib Razak said
at the launch of the sixth
Women’s Summit
organized by theWomen,
Family and Community
Ministry here on
Thursday.

“Flexi-hours is an

24-8-08 (FINAL) NL 12

approach that women
want and we need to take
into account their needs
and aspirations. We want
more women in the
workforce,” the New
SraitsTimesquotedNgjib
as saying.

MNA/Xinhua

Protester s clash with
police near Indiacar plant

KoLkaTa (India), 23Aug — Atleast 1,000 protesters
opposing the seizure of farmland for a Tata Motors
plant, dueto assemblewhat hasbeenbilledtheworld’s
cheapest car, clashed with police in eastern India on
Thursday. Protesterssaid several people were beaten
up by police when they tried to march towards the
plant in Singur, an hour’s drive from Kolkata. Police
said no one wasinjured in the demonstration.

The 100,000-rupee (2,380-US-dollar) snub-nosed
Nanowasunveiled in January to apopstar reception,
but violent protests and political opposition against
land seizures for the factory in West Bengal state
threatened to delay its long-awaited launch. “No one
wasinjured. They blocked ahighway near the project
for hours and then dispersed,” senior police official
Ra] Kanojiasaid. — MNA/Reuters

US military frees
“Reuters’ cameraman
In lrag

BagHDAD, 23 Aug —
The US military freed a
Reuters television
cameraman on Thursday
after holding him for
three weeks in Iraq
without charges. Ali al-
Mashhadani, who also
works freelance for the
BBC and Washington-
based National Public
Radio, was detained in
Baghdad on30 July while

Dancers perform a
traditional dance
during a cultural

performancein

Banda Aceh of the

Indonesia’s
Aceh province on 20
August, 2008.
Picture taken on 20
August, 2008.

INTERNET

8/2/18, 5:49 PM

he was in the Green Zone
governmentcompound for
routine checks for a US
military Press card.

US forces have
detained Mashhadani
twice before, at one point
holding him for five
months, but no charge has
ever been filed against the
cameraman, who is based
in Ramadi, the capital of
western Anbar Province.

The US military said
a the time of his latest
arest that he was held
“because he has been
assessed to be athreat to
the security of Iraq and
codlition forces’, but did
not elaborate.

Reuters Editor-in-
Chief David Schlesinger
said he was pleased
Mashhadani was released
but concerned that it was
the third time he was
“detained without
explanation”.

MNA/Reuters



White powder delivered to McCain’s
campaign office not anthrax

WasHINGTON, 23 Aug
— The suspicious white
powder delivered with a
threat letter to US
Republican presidential
candidate John McCain’'s
regional campaign office
was not anthrax or other
lethal substance, officials
said on Friday.

TheColorado National
Guard spokesman, Rick
Breitenfeldt, toldreporters
that after a complete
testing, the white powder
is determined to be not
lethal, but authoritieshave
not yet find out what it is.

McCain’s campaign
office  in Denver,

said.

Rica

M oder ate earthquake |
hitswest of Panama

PanamMA, 23 Aug — An earthquake measuring
5 onthe Richter scale hit western PanamaFriday,
without causing casualties or damages,
Geosciences| nstituteof theUniversity of Panama

The earthquake occurred at 6:04 local time
(12104GMT), withitsepicenter 10kmunderground
in the province of Chiriqui that borders Costa

Internet
)

Colorado, was
immediately evacuated
after it received the
suspicious mail on
Thursday afternoon.
According to local
authorities, the letter was
sent by Marc Harold
Ramsey, a 39-year-old
inmate at the Arapahoe
Detention Center, who
was prisoned since
September, 2007, on
charges of felony
menacing, harassmentand
assaullt.
I nternet

THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Sunday, 24 August, 2008 13

Canadian singer CelineDion (L) smilesasshereceivesan honourary doctoratein
music from Laval University superintendent DenisBriere (R) during a ceremony
at the Palais Montcalm in Quebec City, 21 Aug, 2008.—I NTERNET

Athletes dive into the water attending the swim
contest of Men's Final of Beijing 2008 Olympic
Games triathlon event in Beijing, China,

19 Aug, 2008. — INTERNET

J

Bomb blast kills 20
In NW Pakistan

IsLAMABAD, 23 Aug —
Curfew was immediately
imposed in northwestern
Pakistan's Swat valley on
Saturday morning as a
blast occurred near a
police station, killing at
least 20 people, state
television said. The
suicide bomber rammed a
explosive-laden carintoa
policestationin Charbagh
Tehsil of Swat valley of
North West Frontier
Province (NWFP), PTV
quoted the police as

saying.

There are also
paramilitary soldiersinthe
police station.

The injured were
rushed to hospital nearby.

Reports said a
spokesman for Tehreek-
e-TalibanPakistan(TTP),
or Pakistan Taliban
Movement, claimed
responsibility shortly after
the suicide bombing.

TheTTPisbelievedto
launch the attack to
counter back the army’s

operation in the Swat
valley.
Thiswasthethirdblast
since former Pakistani
President Pervez Mu-
sharraf declared resigna-
tion on Monday.
TheTTPalsolaunched
suicide attacks near two
gates of the Pakistan
Ordnance Factory inWah
CanttineasternPakistan’'s
Punjab province on
Thursday, killing at least
70 and injuring dozens.
Internet

People arrested for
Internet drug
trafficking in Brazil

Rio De JanEIRO, 23 Aug
— Eight people were
arrested on Friday in the
southeastern Brazilian
city of Curitiba during
an operation against
international drug
traffickingviathelnternet,
Federal Police said.

The police said the
criminalssent prescription
drugs on the Internet,
especially morphine,
sedativesandpsychoactive

drugs, as well as some
drugscontainingopium, to
the United States, Europe
and Canada.

The drugs were
disguisedinvitaminbottles
or hidden inside other
objects to be sent abroad.
At least four pharmacies
and one medicine
distribution company in
Curitibawere involved in
the case.

Internet

| CRC says over 200,000 have fled
violence in Pakistan

GENEvVA, 23 Aug —
More than 200,000
peoplehavefledfighting
in northwestern Pakistan
this month and are in
urgent need of relief
assistance, the
| nternational Committee
of the Red Craoss (ICRC)
said on Friday.

The humanitarian
agency said it had

launched an initial aid
operation to help 64,000
of the 200,000 people
forced to flee Bajaur.
Pakistan has launched
military operations
against militants in the
restive tribal region on
the Afghan border, a
known sanctuary for al-
Qaeda and Taleban
militants.

The figure includes
50,000 people who have
left for relatively safer
areas of Pakistan in the
North West Frontier
Province, including
Peshawar, as well as
14,000 who havecrossed
into eastern Afghanistan,
the ICRC said in a
statement.

I nternet

Two killed, 25 injured in train
derailment in Portugal

Liseon, 23 Aug —
Two persons died and 25
others were injured on
Friday when a train
derailed in the north of
Portugal, the National
Authority for Civil
Protection said.

A Portuguese woman
and a child died in the
accident while 25 others
were injured, with 10 of
theminseriouscondition.

24-8-08 (FINAL) NL 13

The injured had been
takentoanearby hospital.
The train, with 47
passengers aboard, was
traveling from Mirandela
to thetourist resort of Tua
innorthernPortugal, when
itderailedabout 1kmfrom
Brunhedastationon Friday
morning. Fortunately,
the derailed train did not
fall into a nearby river,
but halted on the slope of

a hill, avoiding greater
casualties.

The causes of the
accidentarestill unknown,
but the operator allegedly
heard agreat noise before
the derailment.

This is the third
accident on the same
railroad this year. Two
were injured in the
previous two accidents.

I nter net

Palestinian youths fly kites as they enjoy warm weather in a Gaza City beach

8/2/18, 5:49 PM

20 August, 2008.—I NTERNET
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Real to let Robinho go

Spaniards admit

they won’t keep

an unhappy player

Robinho

MapriD , 23 Aug —
Red Madrid haverevealed
they are prepared to alow
Robinho to move on after
the Brazilian asked to
leave.

Robinho has cut an un-
happy figure in recent
weeks after he was linked
with aswitchto Manches-
ter United as part of adeal

The Spanish champions
had previously resisted all
offersfor Robinho, saying
the 24-year-old wasnot for
sde. However, on Friday,
Raobinho reiterated his de-
sireto leave the Bernabeu
in order to link up with
Luiz Felipe Scolari'sChel-
sea

Real have responded to
Raobinho's comments and
admit they do not want to
keep an unhappy player in
Bernd Schuster's squad.

"Real Madrid have be-
come aware of the decla-
rations by the player and
deeply regret their con-
tent," read a statement on
the club's official website.

"Real Madrid would
never want to retain a
player against his wishes

Santa Cruz signs Rovers deal
Striker commitsto Ewood Park
until 2012

Santa Cruz

Lonpon, 23 Aug —
Blackburn Rovers striker
Roque Santa Cruz has
ended doubts about his
future by signing a new
four-year contract.

Santa Cruz has been
coveted by a string of ri-
val Premier Leagueclubs,
with Manchester City
having an offer turned

for Cristiano Ronaldo. and as a result they have
Hehasbeentargeted by | no dternative, but to ac-

Chelsea, with the Premier | cept hisunilateral decision

League club confirming | to rescind his contract if

they had made an offer for | that is what the player

the gifted forward. wants."—Internet
CROSSWORDSPUZZLE

ACROSS DOWN

1 Narrow partsof bottles 2 Mistake

4 Sharp pinch 3 Ream

10 Peculiar 5 Arouse

11 Varlet 6 Astounding

12 Risked 7 Stage whisper

13 Brief, comprehensive 8 From here

15 Portent 9 Smooth

17 First class 14 Onetime

19 Freight 16 Bill of fare

22 Require 18 Go back

25 Train 20 Counselled

27 Indistinct 21 Command

29 Happening 23 Weird

30 Moment 24 Ship’s cabin

31 Remains 26 Dapper

32 Viper 28 Fireplace

24-8-08 (FINAL) NL 14

Report says Real
Set priceto sell
RobinhotoChelsea

MabriD, 23Aug—Red
Madrid will consider sdll-
ing Robinho to Chelsea if
the English club offer 40
million euros (59.46 mil-
lionUSdoallars)fortheBra-
zilian forward, Spanish
mediareported on Friday.

Robinho isreported to
be unhappy because Real
were prepared to sell him
in order to raise fundsin
their unsuccessful attempt
to sign Cristiano Ronaldo
and for the club’s refusal
to release him to play at
the Olympic Games.

TheBrazilianhad been
a target of Chelsea and
their new coach Luiz
Felipe Scolari for most of
the off-season before the
west-London club madea
formal offer for himon 7
August.—Internet

down.

Arsenal, Aston Villa,
Manchester United and
Tottenham Hotspur have
also beenlinked with bids
for the Paraguay interna-
tional.

Rovers boss Paul Ince
has insisted that Santa
Cruz is not for sale and
will be heartened by the
player's commitment to
the club.

The 27-year-old has
accepted an extension to
his contract which ties
him to Ewood Park until

2012.
Santa Cruz has been a
huge success for

Blackburn since joining
theclubinacut-pricedeal
from Bayern Munich last
summer.

He scored 23 goalslast
season and opened the
new campaignwith agoa
inlast Saturday’s 3-2win
at Everton.—Internet

[PREMIER LEAGUE :’

(23-8-2008)
Blackburn 1-1 Hull City
Fulham 1-0 Arsenal
Liverpool 2-1 Middlesbrough
Newcastle 1-0 Bolton
Stoke City 3-2 Aston Villa
Tottenham 1-2 Sunderland
WBA 1-2 Everton

Fergielosing Berba battle

Lonpon, 23 Aug — Sir Alex
Ferguson admits he is "less opti-
mistic" of making any new
signings this summer.

The Manchester United boss
has been unusually quiet in the
transfer market this year, failing
to add any new faces to his dou-
ble-winning squad of last season.

Internet | Sir Alex Ferguson

Argentina brave heat to take gold

Belang, 23 Aug — Argentina retained their Olym-
pic men's football title as they overcame the hesat to
beat Nigeria 1-0 in the Bird’'s Nest stadium.

Benficastriker Angel Di Marids neat chip after 58
minutes was enough to give the Argentines victory.

Nigeria had their fair share of chances, but were
unable to beat goalkeeper Sergio Romero. Play was
stopped twiceto allow playersto take on water to deal
with the searing 42C (107F) heat. —Internet

China-aided sports
information centre

opensin Costa Rica

San Josg, 23 Aug — A sportsinfor-
mation centre, aided by the Chinese
Science and Technology Ministry,
opened inthe CostaRican capital of San
Jose on Friday.

Addressing the opening ceremony,
Chinese Ambassador to Costa Rica
Wang Xiaoyuan said that since China
forged diplomatic ties with Costa Rica
last year, the two countries have con-
tinuously broadened cooperationand ex-
changes in such fields as politics,
economy, culture, science and technol-
ogy. The ongoing 2008 Beijing Olym-
pic Games are a high-level sports event
with its own characteristics, he said,
addingthat Chinaiswillingtostrengthen
cooperation with Costa Rica and share
technological achievements in the
Games.—Internet

Argentina’s Lionel Messi, right, is
challenged by Nigeria’'s Chibuzor
Okonkwo during the men’s soccer
tournament final between Nigeria and
Argentina in the National Stadium at
the Beijing 2008 Olympicsin Beijing,
on 23 Aug, 2008.—INTERNET

( Analvanovic of
Serbiareturnsa
shot during Day 4
of Rogers Cup
Tennisin July 2008
at Stade Uniprix in
Montreal, Quebec,
Canada. World
number lvanovic
will face some
notable obstaclesin
her quest for her
first ever title at the
US Open which
begins next
\_ Week.—INTERNET

around.

8/2/18, 5:49 PM

Ferdinand primed for
Manchester United captain’sjob

MancHesTer ( England), 23 Aug — Manchester
United manager Alex Ferguson assured Rio Ferdinand
on Friday that the defender remainsin lineto lead the
club despite missing out on the England captaincy.

England coach Fabio Capello chose John Terry
ahead of Ferdinand to become the new national team
captain on a long-term basis ahead of England's 2-2
draw with the Czech Republic on Wednesday.

Ferguson said however that he would hand
29-year-old Ferdinand the United captain’s armband
once Gary Neville and Ryan Giggs were no longer

Internet



Six killed in storm-related
accidents in Florida

WasHINGTON, 23, rainfall and flood hazard
Aug— Six peoplewere | to avery large area,” the
killed after a strong | centre said. Florida
tropical storm swept | Governor Charlie Crist
Florida’s northern | told reportersthat the six
peninsula, said a TV | deathsrelatedtothestorm
report on Friday. included two killed by

CitingtheNational | drowning, threeintraffic
Hurricane Centre, the | accidents and one in
CNN report said that | carbon monoxide
the tropical storm, | poisoning.
coded Fay, wereslowly Considering that
movingwestwardinthe | many houses, hospitals
region, at 6 miles (9.7 | and roads in Florida had
kilometres) per hour, | been blooded, George W
pouring heavy rain of | Bush hasdeclared a state
over 20 inches (50.8 | of emergency inthe state
centimetres) and is| and ordered to release
expected to weaken | federal fund to provide
later the day and on | aid and relief to victims.
Saturday. Itwasthesixth storm

“Regardless of its | that hit Florida recently
exact track ... Fay will | during what experts
be moving rather | earlier forecast will be a
slowly during the next | busy Atlantic hurricane
several days ... posing | season.

a significant heavy

MNA/Xinhua
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World trade growth slows
to 7-year low in Q2

GeNEvA, 23 Aug — | for itssurveysof the euro
Growth in world trade | area, and also works
slowed in the second | closely with the World
quarter of this year to its | Bank on itstrade series.
lowest for nearly seven Steeply faling US
years, the CPB | imports were one of the
Netherlands Bureau for | main factorsin the weak
EconomicPolicy Analysis | second-quarter growth,
said on Friday. which followed arise of

In the three months | 7.1 per cent in the first
ended June, world trade | quarter, it said. Onal2-
rose by only 0.6 per cent | month perspective, trade
atanannual ratecompared | growth has been slowing
with the previous three | steadily since late 2006,
months, CPB said. CPB data show.

“Thisisthe weakest Trade in the 12
guarterly performance ' months ended June was
since the drop in world | 6.0 per cent higher than
tradeinthefina quarterof | in the previous 12
2001,” itsaidinitsmonthly | months, comparedwitha
analysis of global trade | high in the current cycle
flows. CPB providestrade | of 9.4 per cent in 20086, it
datatotheEU Commission | said. — MNA/Reuters

Hajee Hafiz Ahmed Kasmet (a) U Tin Aung
79 years
B.Com,B.L.,DJ,D.M.A.

Son of (Hajee Gulam Mohamed Kasmet)-(Marium
Bi (@) Daw Y an) of No. 26 on 139th StreetinMaugon Ward
of Tamway Township, Yangon, son-in-law of (Haee
M ahamud Esoof Bhymeah)-(Marium Bi), beloved husband
of AmenaBhymeah (a) Daw KhinMyaMya, elder brother
of Zubayda Kasmet (a) Jabbu (a) Neylee-U Tin Shwe (a)
Feroz, Dr. Musa Kasmet-Sara Bolat, Hajee Hafiz Ahmed
Kasmet (a) U Tin Aung passed away at 4:30 pm on 18-8-
2008 and buried at Y ayway Sunni Cemetery at 10 am on
19-8-2008.

Bereaved Family

Georgia seeks $1-2b for

reconstr uction

TeiLig, 23Aug— The
Georgian Government is
seeking one billion US
dollars to two hillion US
dollarsin aid to repair and
develop infrastructure after
its conflict this month with
Russa, the head of the US
Governmentaidagency said
on Friday.

“They haveaproposa
forwhat they call aPhoenix
Fund, which is somewhere
between one (billion) and

two billion dollars,”
Henrietta Fore, the
administrator of USAID,
told reporters.

“That’'s really
reconstruction, it's for
infragtructure. It's not just
because of hodilities. It's
for devdopment,” shetold
reportersonaplanereturning
from a vigt to Georgia to
assess the government’s
needs after the conflict.

MNA/Reuters
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Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas
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Saturday, 23 August, 2008

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hr
M ST During the past 24 hours,weather has been partly
cloudy in Kayah State and Magway Division, rain have
been isolated in Lower Sagaing Divisions, scattered in
Kachin, Shin and Rakhine States, Mandalay and
Ayeyawady Division, fairly widespreadin Upper Sagaing
Division and widespread in the remaining States and
Divisonswith isolated heavyfall in Bago Divison. The
noteworthy amountsof rainfall recorded were Zaung Tu
(5.51)inches, CoColdand(2.16) inches, Thandwe(1.89)
inches, Myeik (1.77) inches, Putao (1.73) inches and
Machanbaw (1.65) inches.

Maximum temperature on 22-8-2008 was 86°F.
Minimum temperature on 23-8-2008 was 70°F. Relative
humidity at (09:30) hours MST on 23-8-2008 was 96%.
Total sunshinehourson22-8-2008 was(1.8) hours approx.

Rainfal on23-8-2008was(0.59) inch at Mingaadon,
(0.04) inch at Kaba-Aye and (0.32) inches at Central
Y angon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2008 was(79.72) inches
at Mingaladon, (88.82) inches at Kaba-Ayeand (105.35)
inchesat Centra Y angon. Maximumwindspeedat Y angon
(Kaba-Aye) was (5) mph from West at (15:30) hours
MST on 22-8-2008.

Bayinference: MonsoonismoderateintheAndaman
Seaand Bay of Bengdl.

For ecast valid until evening of 24-8-2008: Rainwill
be isolated in Kayah State, lower Sagaing and Magway
Divisons, scatteredinKachin, Chinand Shan States, Upper
Sagaing, Mandaay, Y angon, Bago and Ayeyawady Di-
visonsand fairly widespread in theremaining Statesand
Divisions. Degree of certainty is (80%).

State of the sea: Seaswill be moderatein Myanmar
weaters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood of
decrease of rain in the Upper Myanmar arees.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring area
for 24-8-2008: Possibility of isolated rain. Degree of
certainty is (40%).

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 24-8-2008: One or two rain. Degree of certainty is
(80%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 24 -8-2008: Possibility of isolated rain. Degree of
certainty is (40%).
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Prime Minister receives special advisor to UN Secretary-General

Mr Gambari meets SPDC’s SpokesAuthoritative Team,
ministers, organizations, diplomats, unableto meet with
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi however much hetriesdueto her rgection

~

J

NAY Pyi Taw, 23
Aug— Special Advisorto
theUnited Nations Secre-
tary-General Mr lbrahim
Agboola Gambari and
party arrived in Yangon
by air on 18August.

Mr Gambari met with
Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs U Nyan Win, diplo-
mats of foreign missions
in'Yangon, thosefrom the
International Committeeof
the Red Crossand Tripar-
titeCoreGroup separately.

On 19 August

morning, Mr Gambari and
party observed the recon-
struction tasks being car-
ried out in storm-hit
Kungyangon Township,
Yangon Division. In the
afternoon, Mr Gambari
met with the Spokes Au-
thoritative Team of the
State Peace and Devel op-
ment Council led by Min-
ister for InformationBrig-
Gen Kyaw Hsan.

On 20 August, Mr
Gambari met with Min-
ister for Health Dr Kyaw

Myint, Minister for Na-
tional Planning and Eco-
nomic Development U
SoeTha, President of the

separately.

In the evening, he
met with political parties,
namely, the Naional

sentatives-elect andthose
from other organizations
separately.

(See page 8)

League for Democracy,
Union Pa-O National Or-
ganization, Nationa Unity
Party, independent repre-

Union of Myanmar Fed-

eration of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
U Win Myint and mem-
bers, leadersof Kayinna-
tional races that had
made peacewiththegov-
ernment and Joint Secre-
tary-General of the Un-
ion Solidarity and Devel-
opment Association U
Zaw Min and members | {

Prime Minister felicitates
Ukrainian counterpart

NAY Pyi Taw, 24 Aug—General Thein Sein, PrimeMinister of
the Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitationsto Her
Excellency MrsYulia Tymoshenko, PrimeMinister of Ukraine, on
the occasion of the Independence Day of Ukrainewhich fallson 24
August, 2008.—MNA

Road M ap recognized, supported by ASEAN, neighbouring

countries, regional countries, NAM aswell as UN

SPDC’s Spokes Authoritative Team meets
UNSG special advisor Mr Gambari

Spokes Authoritative Team of the State Peace and Development Council meets Special Advisor to
UN Secretary-General Mr | brahim Agboola Gambari.—mna

Nay Pyi Taw, 23 Aug — Spokes Authoritative

Team of the State Peaceand Devel opment Council met
Special Advisor to UN Secretary-General Mr [brahim
Agboola Gambari at the guesthouse of the National
Defence College at 3 pm on 19 August.

Present on the occasion were team leader Min-
ister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan and mem-
bers Minister for Foreign Affairs U Nyan Win and
Minister for Culture Maj-Gen Khin Aung Myint.

Mr Gambari'sdiscussion

Mr Gambari said: The aim of my visit is to
strongly build confidence between thetwo sidesand to
promotetheroleof UN Secretariatin Myanmar. | first
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visited Myanmar in May 2006 when the National
Convention, the first step of the seven-step Road
Map, was in progress. | praise Myanmar for its
reaching thefifth step of theRoad Map during the
two-year period. | also recognizethe Myanmar gov-
ernment for its efforts for being able to approve the
constitutionand addresstheproblemof cycloneNargis.
Nonetheless, for the past two years, the international
community haspaid moreattentiontoMyanmar. There
prevailed negative attitude towards the country. After
thecycloneNargis, the UN Secretary-General himsel f
visited the country and his visit to Myanmar was the
first ever oneduring the period of 44 years. He pointed
out two facts: it was encouraging to seethat Myanmar

8/2/18, 5:49 PM

had shown its positive and flexibl e attitude and begun
to accept the international aids; and he believed there
would be more cooperation between the UN and
Myanmar. Now | frankly welcome and invite any
proposals and suggestions from Myanmar's side. |
assume it is necessary to continue discussions be-
tween the Myanmar government and Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi for national reconsolidation and de-
mocr atization. Myanmar should accept expertise
from the UN in the general election to be held in
2010 in order towin thetrust of the inter national
community. Economic forum shall be established
for improving the socio-economy of the people
(See page 9)



