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Lt-Gen Myint Swe and wife attend
Waso robe offering ceremony of NDC

Thecongregation led by Lt-Gen Myint Sive and wife Daw Khin Thet Htay receive the Five Preceptsfrom a Sayadaw at Waso robe offering ceremony. — MNA

Y anGon, 18 July — Lt-Gen Myint Swe of the
Ministry of Defence and wife Daw Khin Thet Htay
attended the Waso robe offering ceremony of the

Maj-Gen Ko Ko meetswith personnel, social organizations
members and local peoplein Pathein and Maubin Districts

PDC.
After hearing re-
ports on facts about the

The ceremony was also attended by members
of the Sangha led by Presiding Nayaka Sayadaw
(See page 10)

National Defence Collegeat themonastery of Alanpya
Pagoda in the compound of NDC of the Ministry of
Defence, here, this morning.

Nay Pyi Taw, 18
July —Maj-Gen Ko Ko of
the Ministry of Defence
accompanied by officials
concernedwenttoMalzali
village in Nyaungdon
Township, Maubin Dis-
trict, Ayeyawady Divi-
sion, on 15 July. They
were welcomed there by
Chairman of Ayeyawady
Division Peace and De-
velopment Council Com-
mander of South-West
Command Brig-Gen
Kyaw Swe and officials.

Maj-Gen Ko Ko,
the commander and offi-
cials proceeded to

Nyaungdon and met with Maj-Gen Ko Ko views growing of paddy on a farmland in Talaingsu village, Pantanaw Township. —mna

township, arrangements
made for the extended
cultivation of monsoon

paddy this year and
regional development
(See page 10)

division, districtandtown-
ship level departmental
officials, members of so-

cial organizations and
townselders at the office
of Nyaungdon Township
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Makerelentless efforts
for rural development

The government is giving priority to the
development of rural regionswherethemajority
of the peoplereside.

Better transport playsa pivotal rolein the
development of rural regions. Therefore, new
village-to-villager oadsand village-to-town r oads
are being built extensively along with small and
large bridges, thereby enabling rural people to
travel from one place to another with peace of
mind.

A ceremony to inaugurate the bridge of
Kyauktalon Dam constr ucted by local peopleand
theUnion Solidarity and Development Association
was held at Yondaw Village of Taungtha
Township, Mandalay Division, on 13 July. The
emer gence of the bridge has contributed alot to
the development of the economic, education and
health sectors of local people.

Likewise, a suspension bridge across
Myittha River in Gangaw Township, Magway
Division, was opened on 9 June. The bridge was
built at acost of over K 50 million contributed by
M agway Division Peaceand Development Council
and local people. The bridge can be of serviceto
local people of 16 nearby villages all the year
round.

In the meantime, projects for supply of
drinking water, which is imperative for rural
development, havebeen implemented. At present,
over 30 townships in Sagaing, Magway and
Mandalay Divisions are enjoying the fruitful
results of the projects. Similarly, model villages
facilitated with new school buildings, rural
dispensaries and libraries are being established.

At atimewhen relentless effortsare being
made with added momentum for rural
development under the leadership of the
government and with the participation of well-
wishers,wefirmly believethat thesocio-economic
status of local people will surely be enhanced all
the more.

S

-

* Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Opposethose trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

v

Sports Ministry offers
Waso robes

Nay Pyvi Taw, 18
July—The third Waso
robes offering ceremony
of the Ministry of Sports
was held at office No. 31,
here, yesterday morning.
Present on the occasion
were Minister for Sports

offered Waso robes and
ams to members of the

Sangha.
Afterwards, the
presiding Sayadaw

deliveredasermonandthe
congregation offered
‘soon’ to the monks.

Brig-Gen Thura Aye MNA
Myint and wife Daw Aye
Aye Ministerfor Religious
Affairs Brig-Gen Thura
Myint Maung, Deputy
Minister Brig-Gen Thura
Aung Ko, Directors-
General, officialsandtheir
wives and staff families.
Presiding Nayaka
Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Aggavamsa of Maha
WithutayamaUyinsuthein
MonasteryinNay Pyi Taw
Pyinmanaadministeredthe
Nine Precepts.

Next, Minister Brig-
Gen ThuraAyeMyint and
wife Daw Aye Aye,

MYANMAR GAZETTE

NAY Pyi Taw, 18 July — The State Peaceand
Devel opment Council hasappointed Col SoeKYyi of
the Ministry of Defence as Director-General of
Social Welfare Department under the Ministry of
Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement on probation
from the date he assumes charge of his duties.
MNA

Minister Brig-Gen Thura
MyintMaungandofficias

Minister Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint and wife Daw Aye Aye
offer Waso robes and alms to a Sayadaw.— mNA J

MCF Vice-President U Kyaw Kyaw, ACC
President Dr Nasim Ashraf and ACC Chief
Executive Mr Syed Ashraful Haque seen after
holding discussions on cricket sports
promotion programme.—mcCF
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Health care provided in
Theikpankongyi Village,
Labutta Tsp

Y aNGoN, 18 July — Under the arrangements of
the Ministry of Health, a medical team comprising
specialistsled by Deputy Head of Ayeyawady Division
Health Department Dr Zaw Htay and other health staff
membersandthestaff of Melteser International arrived
at Theikpankongyi Forward CampinLabuttaTownship
to provide public health care on 29 June.

They took preventive measures against DHF,
sprayed insecticides, pumped out salty water from the
lakes and wells, built temporary rainwater tanks and
gave public health knowledge talks. — MNA

Ayeyawady, Chindwin

below danger level

NAY Pyi Taw, 18 July—The Department of
Meteorology and Hydrology today issued a flood
bulletin that the water level of Chindwin River at
Mawlaik has fallen below its danger level since
yesterday afternoon.

Thewater level of Ayeyawady River at Hinthada
exceeded 37 cm (about 1.2 ft) above its danger level.
It remains without any further rising and isforecast to
start falling within next 12 hours and continue to fall
until below its danger level within next 3 days
commencing this noon. The water level of Sittoung
River at Madauk has exceeded 11 cm (about 0.4 foot)
above its danger level and may fall below its danger
level 1070 cm during the next 3 days.—MNA

M CF Vice-President arrives back
from Pakistan

YanGoN, 18 July— Vice-President U Kyaw
Kyaw (Chairman of Competition and Disciplines
Enforcement Committee) of Myanmar Cricket
Federation arrived back from Pakistan after
attending the Asian Cricket Council Annual General
Meeting 2008 and the ACC 25" Anniversary
Meeting 2008 organized by Asia Cricket Council
held at Karachi, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan,
on5and 6 July.

He was welcomed back by Vice-President
U Maung Maung and executives of MCF at Yangon

7/29/18, 10:37 PM

International Airport.

Vice-President U Kyaw Kyaw on 7 July met
ACC President Dr Nasim Ashraf (President of Islamic
Republic of Pakistan Cricket Board) and Mr. Syed
Ashraful Hague (Chief Executive of ACC) and they
cordially discussed promotion of Myanmar Cricket
sports, construction of modern cricket pitch in
Myanmar, training of Myanmar cricket sel ected players
and mutual cooperation in development of cricket
sport between the two nations.

MNA



CHicaco, 18 July—
Whenababy breast-feeds,
it triggers a flood of the
hormone oxytocin that
releases milk from the
mammary gland and a
fedingof loveandtrustin
themother that ensuresthe
baby’ s needs are met.

This reflex has long
puzzled researchers
because it requires large
surges of oxytocin to pull
off al of this.

Usingaspecial computer
model, researchers from
China, France, Italy, and
the United Kingdom said

A Tarahumara child is breastfed by his mother in
the hamlet of Rikinapuchi, northern Chihuahua
L state, Mexico, on 22 January, 2008.—INTERNET

| Breast-feeding triggerspulsesof
feel-good hormone

on Thursday they now
understand how it works.

Their study, reported in
the journal PLoS Com-
putational  Biology,
suggeststhat breast feeding
not only taps the normal
brain cells involved in
Ssecreting oxytocin.

It also recruitsdendrites
—whose normad job isto
create communication
channels between brain
cells —into secreting the
hormone.

This increases com-
munication between the
neurons and creates ahub
of oxytocinproductionthat
results in bursts of the
hormone released at
regular intervals.

Internet
J
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Merrill Lynch posts 2Q loss,
sells Bloomber g stake

NEw York, 18 July—
Merrill Lynch & Co
on Thursday issued its
latest assessment of the
damage it has suffered
from the credit crisis:
its fourth straight
quarterly loss and write-
downs from failed
investments approaching
$40 billion.

The world’s biggest
brokerage announced a
wider-than-expected
$4.89 billion second-
quarter loss and said it
was selling assets —
its stake in media com-
pany Bloomberg LP for
$4.4 billion and its
Financial Data Services
Inc subsidiary for $3.5
billion.

After Wells Fargo &

Co and JPMorgan Chase
& Coannounced
stronger-than-expected
earnings this week,
Merrill’s results served
as a reminder that the
credit crisisisn’t fading.
Global banks and
brokerages have been
forcedtotakesome$300
billion of write-downsin
the past year, an amount
that some believe could
grow to $1 trillion
before the turmoil has
passed.

“This was a difficult
and disappointing quarter
in terms of the bottom
line,” Chief Executive
John Thain told analysts
on a conference call.
“But, in spite of thisloss,
we likely have in our

last two quarters more
than replaced the capital
that we lost.”

Merrill’ squarterly loss
came to $4.97 per share,
after accounting for the
payment of dividendsfor
the three months ended
30 June.

That compares to a
year-ago profit of $2.01
billion, or $2.24 per
share. The broker re-
ported negative revenue
of $2.11 billion versus
revenue of $9.46 billion
ayear earlier.

Analysts had expected
that the New Y ork-based
brokerage would lose
$1.91 per share, accord-
ing to Thomson Fin-
ancial.

Internet

Qantascuts4 pct of workforce,
prunesgrowth plan

SvpnEY, 18 July—Australia’s top airline, Qantas
Airways Ltd (QAN.AX), will cut 4 percent of its
workforce and scrap its growth plan for the coming
year, saying the businesswould be at risk if it failsto
offset soaring fuel prices. The plan to cut 1,500 of its
36,000 workers was the carrier's fifth belt-tightening
in three months. It has previously raised fares twice
and cut capacity twice.

The global airline industry faces what it calls a
“perfect storm” of skyrocketingail prices, withcarriers
worldwide shedding jobs and closing down routes as
losses mount.—Internet

Nazi hunter says closing

in on ‘Dr Death’

Buenos AlRres (Argenting), 18 July—The world’s
top Nazi-hunter said Thursday he's made progressin
finding 94-year-old “Doctor Death,” a former
concentration camp physician accused of torturing
Jewish prisonersasthey died and who may have been
living for decades in Argentinaor Chile.

Efraim Zuroff, head of the Israeli branch of the
Simon Wiesenthal Center, told anews conferencethat
hismissiontothesouthernreachesof the Americasled
him to at least four people who claim to have seen
Aribert Heim in the past 45 days.—Internet

Efraim Zuroff —INTERNET
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Wipro 1Q profit misses
forecast, remains cautious

BanGaLore, 18 July—India’'s third largest
information technology outsourcer, Wipro Ltd
(WIPR.BO), missed forecastswith a15 percentrisein
quarterly profit, and said it was cautious in the near
term, echoing its larger rivals.

Wipro, which offers system integration, software
application devel opment and back-officeservices, said
net profit rose to 8.14 billion rupees ($190 million) in
itsfiscal first quarter to June from 7.10 billion ayear
ago under US accounting rules.

A Reuterspoll had forecast anet profit of 9.02billion
rupees for Bangalore-based Wipro, which counts
telecoms gear makers Cisco (CSCO O), Credit Suisse
(CSGN VX), Nortel (NT N) and Nokia Siemens

Networks (NSN UL) among its clients.
Revenuerose42.5 percent t059.62 billionrupees, as
it added 31 clients during the quarter.—Internet

Ausgtralian journalist held
In drug case

SINGAPORE, 18 July—AnN
Australian television
journalist has been ar-
rested in Singapore for
aleged drug possession
andfacesupto20yearsin
jail and 15 strokes of the
cane, police and his
employer said Friday.

The Central Narcotics
Bureau said the man was
arrested Wednesday but
did not identify him.
Austraia' s nationa tele-
visionnetwork, Australian
Broadcasting Corp, said it
wastheir New Del hi-based
South Asiacorrespondent,

Pelos callsBush ‘atotal failure

WasHinGTON, 18 July—House Speaker
Nancy Pelos called President Bush “a
total failure” on Thursday, among the
California Democrat’s harshest
assessments to date of the president.

“God bless him, bless his heart,
president of the United States —a total
failure, losing al credibility with the
American people on the economy, on

the war, on energy, you name the
subject,” Pelosi said in an exclusive

interview.

The comments came two days after
thepresident sharply criticized Congress
over what he described as relative
inactionoverthecourseof thelegidlative
term. AttheWhiteHouseon Wednesday,
Bush noted that there were only 26
legidlativedaysleftinthefiscal year and
said Congress would need to pass a
spending bill every other day to “get

HouseSpeaker Nancy Pelos.—INTERNET

7/29/18, 10:37 PM

their fundamental job done.”
“Thisisnot arecordto beproud of, and
| think the American people deserve
better,” Bush said. VideoWatch Pelos
respond to criticism of Congress from
the president. In the interview, Pelos
said the president was in no position to
criticize Congress and brushed aside the
criticisms as “something to talk about
because he has no ideas.” —Internet

Peter Lloyd. Officers sei-
zed a packet of metham-
phetamine weighing ap-
proximately 0.03 ounces,
an improvised smoking
pipe and six syringes, the
narcotics bureau said in a
statement. Lloyd, 41, was
expected to be charged in
court Friday.

Singapore imposes
severe penalties for drug
use and possession,
including a mandatory
death penalty for anyone
caught with morethan 0.5
ounces of heroin or more
than 17.6 ounces of
marijuana. The death
penalty does not apply to
syntheticdrug possession.

A statement from the
director of ABC News, John
Cameron, said LIoydwason
leave in Singapore. The
reporter has been the face of
ABC's coverage from India
and Pakistan, appearing
regulaly on the network's
nationally broadcast daily
news. The narcotics bureau
sadLloydwasarresedduring
a follow-up search after a
Singaporean man was
arrested earlier inthe day for
alleged possession of
methamphetamine. An
investigation reveded tha
Lloyd had supplied the
Singaporeenwiththedrug, it
sad—Internet
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Obama
do

WASHINGTON, 18 July—
Democratic White House
hopeful Barack Obama
raised a huge 52 million
dollarsin June, more than
double the haul of his
Republican rival John
McCaininthesamemonth,
his campaign said Thurs-
day. Thefundraising bon-
anzaconfounded somere-
cent reports that Obama's
fundraising juggernaut
might be slowing after he
beat Hillary Clintonto the
Democratic nomination.

Obama’'s June total
takes his record breaking

fundraising for the 2008
race, the most expensive
in history, to more than
330 million dollars.

Histotal for themonth
was just shy of his all-
time record monthly
fundraising coup, whenhe
piledup55milliondollars
at theheight of hisDemo-
cratic primary clash with
Hillary Clinton in Feb-
ruary.

Obama’'s campaign
manager David Plouffe
announced Obama’'s
fundraising coup in an
early morningemail tothe

nilesup 52 million
larsin June

I1linois senator’ s suppor-
ters. “Because of your
generosity and commit-
ment, we're reporting to
the press today that this
campaign is in a very
strongfinancial position,”
Plouffe said.

“In the month of June,
supporterslikeyouhel ped
raise 52 million dollars.”

The Democratic Nat-
iona Committee said its
fundraising combined
withthat raised by Obama
totalled 92 milliondollars
at the end of June.

I nter net

in thejournal AIDS

( AlDSvaccinetrial scaled back

A scientist tests blood samplesfor HIV. Scientists
have isolated two genes which may prevent people
from contracting HIV or at least slow therate at
which they develop AIDS, a new study published

has found.—INTERNET

WasHINGTON, 18 July
— Plansfor alarge-scale
trial of a potential AIDS
vaccinearebeingdropped
infavor of asmaller, more
focused study, the
National Institutes of
\Health said Thursday.

Thetria of thevaccine,
devel oped by theVaccine
Research Center at the
National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious
Disease, had beenplanned
to include 2,400 men in
theUnited Statesinastudy

N

called PAVE 100.

However, the agency
said that it decided that
the vaccine did not
warrant atrial of thissize
and scope. Instead
NIAID saidit will plana
smaller, more focused
clinical trial designed to
see whether the product
has a significant effect
on theamount of virusin
aperson’s blood.

If an effect is found,
then additional studies,
or an expansion of the
study could be carried
out.

NIAID said it acted
after reviewingtheresults
of the STEPtrial, astudy
of another vaccine that
was halted last fall after
reports of an increased
number of infections
among volunteerstaking
part in the test.

Internet)

Water cut in Chinese city
after toxic spill

BelainG,18 July—A
spill of poisonousmining
wasteforced officialsina
northeastern Chinesecity
to cut off water supplies
earlier this week over
safety concerns, state
media said on Thursday.

Water in Donggang, a
city of 150,000 people,
was cut off on Tuesday
when a sluice pipe burst
at anearby mine, sending
tailings containing poi-
sonousCcyanogen pouring
into a reservoir, Xinhua
news agency said.

Supplieswererestored
on Wednesday, once
experts had ensured that
thewater posed no health
risk to consumers, the
report said.

The incident at the
Wulong Mining Co was

A Chinese deliveryman loads bottles of drinking
water in Beijing in 2007. A spill of poisonous
mining waste forced officialsin a northeastern
Chinese city to cut off water supplies earlier this
week over safety concerns, state media said on
Thursday.—INTERNET

being investigated.
Chemical spills with
serious health conse-
guences are common in
China.
In 2005, a massive
chemical plant spill into

northeast China's Song-
hua River resulted in
drinkingwater supply cuts
affecting millions of
residentsin Heilongjiang
province.

Internet

Say goodbyeto the computer mouse

SiLicon VALLEY, 18 July—It's nearly
40 years old but one leading research
company says the days of the computer

mouse are numbered.

A Gartner analyst predictsthe demise
of the computer mouse in the next three
to five years. Taking over will be so

called gestural computer

liketouch screensandfacial recognition

devices.
“The mouse works fine i

environment but for home entertainment
or working on a notebook it's over,”
declared andyst Steve Prentice. He said
that hispredictionisdrivenby theefforts

of consumer electronicsfi

making products with new interactive
interfaces inspired by the world of

gaming.
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mechanisms

n the desktop

The world’ s first computer mouse
didn’t make any money for its
inventor.—INTERNET

rm which are

“You've got Panasonic showing
forward facing video in the home
entertainment enviornment. Instead of
using aconventional remote control you
hold up your hand and it recognisesyou
have done that,” he said.

Internet

Gore calls carbon-free electricity
in 10 yearsdoable

WasHINGTON, 18 July
— Former VicePresident
Al Gore called Thursday
for a“man on the moon”
effort to switch all of the
nation’'s  electricity
production to wind, solar
and other carbon-free
sourceswithin 10 years, a
goa that he said would
solve global warming as
well as economic and
natural security crises
caused by dependence on
fossil fuels.

“The answer is to end
our reliance on carbon-
based fuels,” Gore told a
packed auditorium in

Washington’s historic
Congtitution Hall. “When
you connect the dots, it
turns out that the real
solutions to the climate
crisis are the very same
measuresneededtorenew
our economy and escape
the trap of ever-rising
energy prices.”

Gore compared the
challenge to establishing
Social Security and the
Interstate highway
system, aswell aslanding
a man on the moon —all
successes that took more
than a single presidency
to accomplish and

required membersof both
political parties to over-
come their partisanship.

The Alliance for
Climate Protection, a
bipartisan group Gore
leads, put the 30-year cost
of hisplan—bothgovern-
ment and private—at $1.5
trillion to $3 trillion.

To speed up the
transition to new energy
sources, Gore said the
single most important
policy changewouldbeto
“tax what we burn, not
whatweearn,” advocating
a tax on carbon dioxide
pollution.—Internet

Cancer survival depends on whereyou live

Lonpon, 18 July—
Your odds of surviving
cancer depend on which
country you live in. And,
intheUnited States, italso
depends on whether
you're black or white, a
new study finds.

Economic differences
among countries, access
to health care, and the
availability of cancer
treatments feed the
disparitiesin survival, the
report said.

“There is a very wide
global rangeintheoddsof
survival after a cancer
diagnosis,” said lead

7/29/18, 10:37 PM

researcher Michel
Coleman, a professor of
epidemiology at the
London School of Hygi-
ene and Tropical Medi-
cine in Great Britain.
“Some of the range is
understandable on the
basisof therelativewealth
of these countries,” he
added.

The study also
confirms the disparity in
cancer survival among
blacks and whites in the
United States, Coleman
said.

“The differences are
largeacrossthe USA, and

even in different metro-
politan areas,” he said.

Coleman believes the
differences among
countries — and within
regions of countries— is
directly related to access
to health care.

“Thisisnot aquestion
of the competence of
doctors in any particular
country,” hesaid. “Thisis
an issue of the overal
effectiveness of health
services.”

The report was pub-
lishedinthe17 July online
edition of The Lancet
Oncology.—Internet



Obama says he wants
a nuke-freeworld

WaASsHINGTON, 18 July—
US Democratic pre-
sidential hopeful Barack
Obama on Wednesday
said he would like the
world free of nuclear
weapons and pledged to
fight emerging threats
posed by biological and
cyber-terrorism.

The Senator from
I1linois made the remarks
at aroundtablediscussion
on national security in
West Lafayette, Indiana.

“It’' stimetosendaclear
message to the world:
America seeks a world

withnonuclear weapons,”
he said.

“As long as nuclear
weaponsexist, we'll retain
a strong deterrent. But
well make the goal of
eliminating all nuclear
weaponsacentral e ement
in our nuclear policy,”
Obama added.

Theremarks, delivered
before a roundtable dis-
cussion with foreign
policy experts, come
before the presidential
hopeful’s scheduled trip
to Europe and Mideast.

Itisthesecondday ina

row that he focuses his
speech on national
Security issues.
Obamaistryingto beat
back thepublicperception
that heislessexperienced
than his Republican rival
John McCain when
handling national security.
Shortly after he con-
cluded his remarks, the
McCain campaign rel-
eased aletter signed by 10
retired admirals and
generalstoutingMcCain's
national security creden-
tials.
Xinhua
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Boats take part in the Bretz-Douarnenez regatta in Brittany, western France,
on 17 July, 2008 during the Brest 2008 international maritime festival.

INTERNET

Tradersarrangetheir groceries at an open air stall in Highfield, Harare, on

17 July, 2008.—I NTERNET

M edvedev ratifies new Russian
foreign policy paper

Moscow, 18 July—
Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev has ratified a
new foreign policy paper
onthegeneral direction of
the country’s diplomatic
efforts, as well as its
relationswith the United
States, EuropeandNATO.

The top priority of
Russia sforeign policy is
ensuring national security
and nurturing a good
international environment
for its development.

Thenation also aimsto
contribute to the process
toward creating ajust and

democraticworldthrough
pushing for good
neighbourly relations,
collective solving of
international problems
and eliminating hotbeds
of conflict, according to
an article posted Tuesday
onthepresident’ swebsite.
Russiaembracesan open,
foreseeableand pragmatic
foreign policy, the article
said. Thenew framework,
which extends and
develops on a foreign
policy paper approved by
former president Vladimir
Putin in June 2000,

denounces unilateral
actions unauthorized by
theUnited Nations, which,
Russia believes, will
destabilize the world by
causing tensions, pro-
voking arms races,
deepening conflicts, and
creating national and
religiousrifts.

On relations with the
United States, it says
Russia will build a
strategic partnership with
the country and overstep
barriers of strategic
principles of the past.

Xinhua

ChinareectsBusn’'s “religion freedom” remarks

BelinG, 18 July—
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Liu Jianchao
on Wednesday rejected
US President George W
Bush’s remarks con-
cerning religion freedom
in China, urging the
United States to view
China's religious con-
dition with a just and
objective attitude.

“China is a country
under therule of law, and
the Chinese Government
protects its citizens'
freedomof religioushbelief
according to law, and
Chinesecitizensenjoy full
freedomof religioushbelief
protected by law,” Liu
said.

Liu' sremarkscamein
response to a question
concerning the US
President’s speech on
Monday at the ceremony
of the 10th anniversary
of the American
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International Religious
Freedom Act.
“Meanwhile, what
needsto bestressed isthat
people are al equals in
the eyes of the law.
Anyone’'s speech or
behaviour should not
violate the country’s law
nor imperil the state
security and  social

stability,” Liu said.

“We urged the United
States to discard bias and
view the religious situ-
ation in Chinawith ajust
and objectiveattitude, and
stopinterferingin China's
internal affairs under the
pretext of relevantissues,”
Liu said.

Xinhua

| All items from Xinhua News Agency |

OPEC revisesdown global oil demand for 2008

VIENNA, 18 July—
TheOrgani zation of Petro
leum-Exporting Countries
(OPEC) hasrevised down
global oil demand to
86.81 million barrels per
day for this year, 90,000
barrels lower  than its

forecast in June.

Thisis the fourth time
OPEC has lowered its
global oil demand
forecast for this year. In
its latest monthly report
published Tuesday, the
Vienna-based cartel adso
forecastedadaily demand
rise of 0.9 million barrels
in 2009, which represents
a decline of 0.1 million
barrels from estimated
growth in 2008.

Thereport said demand
for OPEC crudeoil in2008
would average 32million
bpd and, and in 2009,
average demand would
further decreaseto 31.2
million bpd.

OPEC monthly oil

prices reached a record
high of 128 US dollars
per barrel in June, 7.5 per
cent higher than the
previous month, mainly
dueto rising Middle East
tensions, financial market
speculations, supply
concerns over a storm
threat in the Gulf of
Mexico and thecontinued
fluctuation of the dollar,
OPEC said.

Iran, the second-largest
oil producer of OPEC,
started testing  long-
distance missiles last
Wednesday, deepening
global concerns  about
thefuture stable supply of
OPEC oil.

Xinhua

A man reads a book next to a statue in front of a

book storein Tokyo, on 15 July, 2008.—INTERNET

7/29/18, 10:37 PM
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lran ready to negotiate

TEHERAN, 18 July —
Iran’ sGovernment spokes-
man Gholam-Hossein
Elham said on Tuesday
that Teheran is ready to
hold talks with other
countries, including the
United States, Iran’s
satellitePressTV reported.

“Iran, as a influential
power, is ready to hold
talkswithother countries,”
Elham was quoted as
saying, “but this willing-
ness should not be inter-
preted asaneed or aform
of passivity.” He also

with US

pointed out that direct
talks with Washington
could only take place
whenthetimeisright. The
two countries severed
diplomatic ties in 1979
when the Islamic revolu-
tion took placein Iran.
“Thetimefor unilateral
talks and pressure has
ended. Youcannottakto
a great power like Iran
using that kind of
language,” Elham added.
Elham’s comments
came after recent reports
that the United States is

willingtoopenaninterest
section in Teheran for
issuingvisasandcarrying
out cultural activities.
Iranian Foreign Minister
Manouchehr Mottaki said
recentlyinNew Y ork that
Teheranwill consider the
plan if the United States
presents the proposal
officialy.

On Sunday, Iranian
President Mahmoud
Ahmadinegjad said that he
wasready totalk withUS
President GeorgeW Bush
directly. — MNA/Xinhua

A general view shows Teheran’s wealthy northern neighbourhood as seen
from the rooftop of a multi-storey building in March 2008. The United States
will announcein the next month plansto establish a diplomatic presencein
Iran for thefirst timein 30 years, London’s Guardian newspaper said
on 18 July, 2008.—INTERNET

Cambodia to produce
4,000 tons of organicrice
in 2008

PHnom Pent, 18 July— Cambodiaplansto produce
4,000 tons of organic rice this year for exportsto EU
andUS, a1,000tonsriseover last year, English-Khmer
language newspaper the Mekong Times said Friday.

The Centre for Studies and Development in
Cambodian Agriculturewill undertakethetask, which
isexpected asakey stepto strengthen the agricultural
sector, said the paper.

Around 10,000 families in eight provinces are
producing the organic rice, said center director Y ang
Saing Koma. “Wethink only organic rice production
can help the economic sector becausethiskind of rice
can be sold at a high pricein local and international
markets,” he added.

Thanks to right climate and soil conditions,
Cambodia used to be a mgjor rice producer and
exporter before wars ravaged the country around
1970s. Currently, Vietnamand Thailand have surpassed
Cambodia as the top rice exportersin the region.

MNA/Xinhua

Russian Marshal Ustinov missile cruiser leaves
for the Barents Sea in this Aug 2004 file picture.
Russia announced Monday that it is sending
warshipsto patrol Arctic watersfor thefirst time
since the breakup of the Soviet Union —the latest
move to increase the country’s global military
presence. —INTERNET

An Afghan woman clad in a burga, |eft, talks with
a woman who was allegedly wounded by coalition
airstrikesin the Zerko area of Shindand district, at
a hogspital in the city of Herat Province Southwest
of Kabul, Afghanistan on 17 July, 2008.

EU “satisfied” of prisonersswap
between |srael, Hizbollah

BrusseLs, 18 July— The European Commission
expressed hereWednesday satisfactionthat Israel and
Hizbollah exchanged prisoners.

“l am satisfied that this exchange of prisoners
finally takes place,” said Commissioner for External
Relationsand European Neighbourhood Policy Benita
Ferrero-Waldner.

“First and foremost thisis a positive step taken by
both sides,” shesaid. “ Today’ sexchangeisalso astep
towardsthe full implementation of UNSC resolution
1701 and therefore contributes to regional stability.”

Sheurged that “thosewhoseloved oneshavedied
deserveto receive the remains for burial”.
The commissioner commended the UN and all
thosewho contributed for their role played in making
this exchange of prisoners possible. —MNA/Xinhua

Largegasfield found in N-E Romania

BucHAREsT, 18 July — Romanian gas company
Romgaz has discovered a gas field with a storage
capacity of 200,000 cubic metresin the northeast, the
official Rompres news agency reported Thursday.

Romgaz had planned in 2006 to explore gasfields
ineight areasthroughout Romania, saidthecompany’s
general manager Francisc Toth.

Seven gas fields had been found, he added.

Thestate-owned corporationisRomania slargest
producer and supplier of natural gas, takingup 41.2 per
cent of the domestic market.

19-7-08 (FINAL) NL 6

INTERNET . I\./IN.A/Xi nhua
Ex-Samsung chief handed three-year suspended jail term
Seoul, 18 July — For- | years. cutorshad sought aseven-

mer Samsung Group chief
Lee Kun-hee, oneof South
Korea's most powerful
businessmen, was handed
athree-year suspendedjail
sentence on Wednesday
for tax evasion, but was
cleared of other charges.
The court aso fined
Lee 110 billion won (109
million US dollars), but
cleared him of charges of
breach of trust and illegal
issuance of convertible
bonds. His jail sentence
was suspended for five

7/29/18, 10:37 PM

The decision not to
incarcerateL eewaswidely
expected and comes only
amonth after the head of
worlds No 6 automaker,
Hyundai Motor, was also
givenathree-year suspend-
edjail sentenceafterbeing
found guilty of fraud.

“We ruled against an
actual jail sentence as the
degree of illegality was
not significant enough,”
Judge Min Byong-hoon
said.

South Korean prose-

year jail term and a 350-
billion won fine for Leg,
who led the country’s
biggest conglomeratefor
nearly 20 years.

But analysts and
expertshad expected Lee
to escape prolonged jail
timebecausejudgeshave
often been lenient to
corporate leaders con-
victed of white collar
crimes on the basis that
putting them behind bars
could hurt business.

MNA/Reuters



Minister callsfor efforts

for industrial development

NAY Pyi Taw, 18 July — Minister for Industry-
2 Vice-Admiral Soe Thein met with deputy ministers
of theministry and departmental officialsat theministry
here on 16 July and gave instructions to them.

At the meeting, the minister called for
productionof quality productsand running of factories
under the ministry at full-capacity. He also urged the
officials to make efforts for the development of
industrial sector.

Thedeputy ministersof theministry reportedto
Minister Vice-Admira SoeTheinonthemattersrelated
to the production and plans of the ministry and the
development of the industrial sector.

Themeeting ended with concluding remarksby
the minister.—MNA
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Energy Ministry offersWaso robes

Minister Brig-Gen Lun Thi and the congregation receive Nine Precepts from a Sayadaw
at 3rd Waso robes offering ceremony of the Ministry of Energy.—mna

NAY Pyi Taw, 18 July—Thethird Waso robes
offering ceremony of staff familiesunder the Ministry
of Energy was held at the Ministry, here, yesterday
morning. Minister for Energy Brig-Gen Lun Thi and
the congregation received the Nine Precepts from
Sayadaw Bhaddanta Kavisarya of Mahavisudayama
Zeykon Monastery in Nay Pyi Taw Pyinmana. The

Sayadaw and membersof the Sangharecitedtheparittas.

Next, the minister, the deputy minister and

head of department offered Waso robesand almstothe

sayadaw and members of the Sangha. Later, ‘ soon’

was offered to the monks. They delivered the sermon
and those present shared the merits gained.

MNA

Ministry of L& F offers
Waso robes

NAY Pyi Taw, 18 July—Under the aegis of the
Minister for Livestock and FisheriesBrig-Gen Maung
Maung Thein and wife Daw Myint Myint Aye, the
third waso robe offering ceremony was held at the
Ministry here yesterday morning.

The congregation led by minister received the
FivePreceptsfrom Sayadaw U Damahapalaof Y waroo
Monastery in Pyankapay village.

Afterwards, Sayadawsrecitedtheparittas. The
minister, Directors-General and Managing Directors
donated waso robes and offertories to sayadaws. And
then they shared the meritsgained and offered “ soon”
to Sayadaws.

MNA

Dagon BEHS No. 1 conducts Waso robe offering ceremony

Y ANGoN, 18 July—No. 1 Basic EducationHigh
School of Dagon Township conducted a ceremony to
offer Waso robes to Members of the Sangha at the
school here today.

Itwasattended by Dagon Township Education
Officer U Min Sein, Headmaster Dr Aung Ko Ko,
executives of the parent-teacher association of the
school and teachers and students.

The ceremony was opened with three times
recitation of Namo Tassa. Agga Maha Ganthavacaka

Waso robe offering ceremony of Dagon BEHS No.1 in progress.—H
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PanditaAggaM ahaPanditaBhaddantaT e obhasainvested
theFivePrecepts. Presiding Sayadaw of M ahawithoddayon
Monegtery Tipitaka Dhara DhammaBhandhgarika Agga
MahaPanditaBhaddantaSirindaBhivamsa('Y aw Sayadaw)
ddivered a sermon. The headmadter, teachers and guests
offered Waso robes to Yaw Sayadaw and offered a day
med to Members of the Sangha. Today’s donation to
Mahawithoddayon Monastery, Pyinsa Nikaya Beikman
Monagtery and Tipiteaka Maha Gandaryon Monastery
amounted to over K 5.7 million—NLM

7/29/18, 10:37 PM

Umbrella hoisted atop
pagoda on Pantapwint Hill

Y ANGon, 18 July — A ceremony to hoist the
umbrellaatop the pagodaon Pantapwint Hill in Taikkyi
TownshipwasheldinconjunctionwiththeWasorobes
offering ceremony yesterday.

Presiding Nayaka of Pantapwint Hill
Missionary Monastery Saddhamma Jotikadhaja
Dhammakahtika Bahujanahitadhara Bhaddanta
Pafifiasara and laypersons sprinkled scented water
on the diamond orb, the pennant-shaped vane and
tiers of umbrella. Next, they hoisted them atop the
pagoda.

In the afternoon, the Waso robes offering
ceremony and the re-ordination ceremony followed.

NLM

A wellwisher offers Waso robes to Pantapwint Hill Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Pafifiasara. —mMNA
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A glow of pridein health carefor storm victims

The cyclone Nargis
devastated some areasin
Ayeyawady and Y angon
divisonson2and3May.
For continued survival of
thestorm survivorsand a
quick launch of rescue
tasks, Chairman of the
National Disaster Prepar-
edness Central Commit-

by helicopter, by car and
by boat to Bogale,
Mawlamyinegyun,
L abutta, Wakema, Pyapon,
Dedaye and Myaungmya
townships. Severely in-
jured victims were trans-
ferred by helicopter to
Y angon Genera Hospital.
Specialistsprovided health

Out of worry about them, |
put them some questions
suchas" Doyoutakewarm
clothes, raincoatsand mos-
quito nets?” My worries
andanxietieswerenomore
when young doctors said
tome, “Don’tworry about
that, sir. Wetakeall neces-
sary things and we are

A specialist giving medical check-up to a woman.

tee Prime Minister Gen-
eral Thein Seinand CEC
member ministersheldan
emergency meeting in
Nay Pyi Taw on 3 May.
Intheafternoonthesame
day, thecontrol officewas
opened in Yangon and
rescue tasks were
launched immediately.
The Ministry of
Health openeditstempo-
rary control office at the
emergency and outpatient
department of Yangon
Generd Hospita andpro-
vided health care. Doc-
tors from Public Health
and Disease Control De-
partmentsmadefiedtrips

caretothevictim patients.
| was much pleased to
notice the eagerness of
medical teams consisting
of medical experts, special-
ists, general practitioners
and nurses from hospitals
under the Ministry of
Hedlth when | saw them
off at Wadan Jetty in
Y angon on 6 June before
their departurefor Labuitta,
Myawlamyingyun,
Bogale, Wakema, Pyapon
and Myaungmya to pro-
vide hedlth care there.
Some of the members
were young with less ex-
perienceintravelling, sol
was concerned over them.

determined to get to our
destination.”

| also saw off special-
ists, physicians, general
practitionersand nursesat
Wadan Jetty in Yangon
on 19 May morning be-
fore their departure for
Ayeyawady Division in
three ships to provide
healthcareinstorm-hit ar-
eas such as Labutta,
Bogal eand Pyapon town-
ships under the joint pro-
gramme of the Ministry
of Health and the Minis-
try of Transport.

The three ships were
Vessel Taing Aye that
would leave for Bogale,

Sick storm survivors are receiving medical treatments on floating

hospital Vessel Taing Aye.

" Dr Kyaw Myint

The Deputy Director-General giving instructions to medical team
member s at the emergency and outpatient department of Yangon

General Hogpital.

Vessel Tataing Hmway,
for Pyapon Township, and
Vessel Vessantara, for
Labutta. On 11 June, they
werereinforcedwithmore
specialists and nurses on
board Vessel Pa Pa Win

they proceeded by small
ship or motorized boatsto
the villages that were in-
accessible by larger ves-
sels.

Team members gave
treastmenttothevictimpa-

formed.

Traditional medi-
cine and modern medi-
cineteamsformtheTra-
ditional Medicine De-
partment |eft Pathein by
ship hospital Vessel Tet

Specialists giving treatment to storm victims.

bound for
Mawlamyinegyun Town-
ship.

Sofar, 173 doctorsin-
cluding experts and spe-
cidists plus 29 nurses of
the teams on board float-
ing hospitals have dis-
charged duties in rotation
for 10 times.

Ingiving treatment to
the victims, the medical
teams from the floating
hospitals went round the
township concerned, and

tients who visited the
ships, and they also vis-
ited the patients to give
treatment. Ayeyawady
Division has a large
number of rivers, creeks
and lakes. So, it wasdiffi-
cultfor thepeopleof some
villages near rivers or
creeksto get to the town-
ship people’s hospitals,
health departments and
health care centres. So,
various forms of mobile
medical teams were

Ne Win Tun. They vis-
ited 21 villages in
Ngapudaw Township by
boat and by motorized
boat and provided health
care to the dwellers.

Specialistsand mem-
bersfromthehospitalsin
Y angon opened a clinic
at Kawhmu People’s
Hospital togivetreatment
toinjured peopleandsick
persons and took disease
control measures.

(See page 9)
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A glow of pridein health carefor storm victims

(from page 8)

Moreover, special-
ists and members of the
medical teams opened a
clinic in Kungyangon
Township People sHos-
pital and provided health
care. Medica teamscom-
prising township level
health staff opened clin-
ics in the wards of out-
skirts and villages and
provided hedlth care.

Thedeputy director-
genera (Treatment) met
members of the medical
teams at the emergency
and outpatient depart-

the members and helping
make arrangements.

In addition, medica
teamsled by deputy direc-
tors-general, rectors and
professors of hospitals in
Y angon madefiedtripsto
such storm-affected areas
asKawhmu, Kungyangon,
Twantay and Thongwa
townships and provided
health care continuoudly.

One hundred house
surgeons from University
of Medicine (1) and Uni-
versity of Medicine (2) in
Y angon stepped up health
care services by opening

couraged to see medical
staff providing health care
tirelesdy at the clinicsin
Pyinsalu, Pyinkhayaing,
Thingangon, Saluseik,
Theikpangongyi,
Hlinephone, Polaung,
Kwinpauk, Kyeinchaung,
Setsan, Kadonkani and
Kyoundahforwardcamps.

In the meantime, spe-
cialistsweretaking public
health care and disease
control measures such as
sanitations, fumigation,
chlorinating freshwater,
encouraging use of fly-
proof latrines, vaccinating

Sick people are receiving treatment on a floating hospital.

ment of Y angon General
Hospital beforetheir set-
ting out and fulfilled the
requirementsontheships
inorder to avert unneces-
sary delays and difficul-
ties in providing health
care services. It wasaso
heartening to see the
medical superintendent
giving encouragement to

clinicsinrural areasinthe
storm-hit townshipsunder
theleadership of academic
teachers and supervision
of headsof townshiphealth
departments.
Intheprocess, forward
clinics have been opened
in 12 regions in Pyinsalu
Township, Ayeyawady
Divison. | felt very en-

pregnant women and un-
der-15 children, and giv-
ing oral vaccines to un-
der-five children against
polio. Moreover, 73 final
year students (health as-
sistant) of the Community
HeathUniversity dsopar-
ticipatedinthecommunity
health care services.

| was aso pleased to

Vessel Tet Ne Win Tun leaves Pathein to give health care with the use

of traditional medicines.

[ Dr Kyaw Myint

House surgeons giving health care to people in Tawkhayan (East)
Village, Kungyangon Township.

witness the active partici-
pationof officersandother
ranksof theMedical Serv-
icesof theMinistry of De-
fence, andvolunteersfrom
theMyanmar Medical As-
sociation, Myanmar Den-
tal Association, Myanmar
Nursesand MidwivesAs-

medical teamsinthehealth
care services being given
by staff of the Ministry of
Health in the storm-hit ar-
€as.

| appreciated the hu-
manitarianism of interna-
tional medical teams that
took part inthesocial wel-

| write this article to
honour those who have
carried out health care
services in the relief
camps, those from float-
ing hospitals who gave
treatmentsand thosewho
discharged duties in the
storm-hit areas for their

A medical staff member taking preventive measures against infectious

diseases.

sociation, Myanmar Red
Cross Society, internal
NGOs, international
NGOs and voluntary

fare services in coordina- | goodwill andbrilliant per-
tion with the Ministry of | formances.

Health in the storm rav-
aged aress.

Trandation: MS

*kkk*k

Specialists provide health care to storm survivors on floating hospital

Vessel Ta-taing Hmway.
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Lt-Gen Myint Sweand ...

(frompage 1)
BhaddantaSirinda of AlanpyaPagodaM onastery, Chair-

man of Y angon Division Peace and Development Coun- | |

cil Commander of Yangon Command Brig-Gen Win
Myint and wife Daw Kyin Myaing, Commandant of

Nationa DefenceCollegeMaj-GenMyaWin, thedeputy | |

commandant and senior military officersand their wives.

Lt-Gen Myint Swe, wife and party took the Five W
PreceptsfromthePresiding NayakaSayadaw. Members

of the Sangharecited Parittas.

Lt-Gen Myint Swe and wife offered Waso robes

to the Sayadaw. The commander and wife donated

Waso robes and provisions to the Sayadaw.
The commandant of National Defence College,

the deputy commandant and senior military officers

presented Waso robes to members of the Sangha.

The Sayadaw ddlivered a sermon, and Lt-Gen "

Myint Swe, wife and party shared merits gained.

Aftertheceremony, Lt-Gen Myint Swe, wifeand "
party offered mealsto membersof the Sangha. — MNA

}&9&9@‘@& BB EY BB HYBE

Objectives of the 16" Myanmar Traditional
Cultural Performing Arts Competitions

1. Uplift of national prestige and integrity and preservation and
safeguarding of cultural heritage and national character

2. Uplift of the morale and morality of the entire nation

3. Keeping genuine patriotism based on national solidarity alive
and dynamic
4. Turningout younger gener ation whowill continuetosafeguard §-<
the national culture and character %

RN

Lt-Gen Myint Swe and wife Daw Khin Thet Htay offer Waso robes and provisionsto a Sayadaw.—mNa

Maj-Gen Ko Ko meetswith
personnel, social...

(from page 1)
programme presented by
the chairman of township
PDC, Mg-Gen Ko Ko
stressed the need for com-
munity peace and law and
order, sound foundation of
economic infrastructures
and human resources de-

velopment andextensionof
agricultural works in the
region, collaborative effort
of departments concerned
andlocal peopleforregiona
development and preven-
tivemeasuresagaingtfloods
of Pun Hlaing and

Ayeyawady river.

Next, Mgj-Gen Ko
Ko inspected flow of Pun
Hlaing river and preven-
tivemeasuresagainst bank
erosion. Ma-Gen Ko Ko
heard reports on earth
works and clearance of
waterway under Bo Myat
Tun Bridge presented by
an officia of Ayeyawady
DivisonWater Utilization
and Improvement of River

Systems Department and
gave necessary instruc-
tions.

Magj-GenKoKo,the
commander and party
looked intothriving physic
nut plantationsof township
departments concerned
along Nyanugdon-

Pantanaw road in amotor-
cade.

At the office of
Pantanaw TownshipPDC,
they met with departmen-
tal personnel, socid organi-
zationsmembersand | ocal
people. Mg-Gen Ko Ko
heard reports on agricul-
tureworksand progress of
theimplementation of five
rural development tasks.
The commander made a
supplementary report.

Maj-Gen Ko Ko
urged theofficialsto carry
out regional development
tasks in cooperation with
thelocal peopleandviewed
cleaning and beautifying
tasks of the townshipin a
motorcade.

Next, Mg-Gen Ko
Ko, the commander and
party inspected growing of
paddy on thefarmland of a
farmer and attended five-
acrephysicnut planting cer-
emonyat Talaingsuvillage.
Maj-Gen Ko Ko presented
physic nut saplings to de-
partmental personnel and
members of socia organi-

zations.

At the office of
Kyaunggon Township
PDC in Pathein District,
Maj-Gen Ko Ko met with
departmental personnel,
socia organization mem-
bersandlocal people. After
hearing reportson regional
development tasks, Maj-
GenKoKogavenecessary
ingtructions.

Next, Mg-Gen Ko
Ko, the commander and
party met with departmen-
tal personnel, social organi-
zation members and loca
people at the Ayeya Thiri
Thukha Hall in
Kangyidaunt Township.
Maj-Gen Ko Ko heard re-
portsonimplementation of
regional developmenttasks
and gave instructions on
extended cultivation of ed-
ible ail crops.

Afterwards, they
visited Lawkahmanku Pa-
goda in the township and
made cash donation to the
Board of Trustees of the
Pagoda.

MNA

MWAF holds Waso robes offering ceremony

YANGON, 18
July—TheOrganizational
Department of the
Myanmar Women’'s Af-
fairsFederation organized
the Waso robe offering
ceremony at MinglaMar-
ket Dhammayon on
Gyatawya Road in Bahan
Township thismorning.

Itwasattended by
Vice-President Daw Khin
Thet Htay and members,
Head of Organizational
Department Dr Daw Nyunt

19-7-08 (FINAL) NL 10

Nyunt Oo and members,
headsof departments, lead-
ersof workinggroups, Sec-
retariat members and
membersof Yangon Divi-
sion, district and township
Women'’s Affairs Organi-
zations.

First, the congre-
gation received the Five
Preceptsfrom Chairman of
Yangon Division Sangha
Nayaka Committee Maha
Saddhamma Jotikadhaja
Bhaddanta Iddhibala of

Mula Seltaungpyae Mon-
astery. Vice-President
Daw Khin Thet Htay and
members offered Waso
robes and ams to mem-
bers of the Sangha
Secretary of
Yangon Divison Sangha
Nayaka Committee
Sayadaw  Bhaddanta
Kundala of Ahlon
AungmingadaTaikthitMon-
adery ddivered a sermon
and those presents shared
merits gained —MNA

MWAF Vice-President Daw Khin Thet Htay and members sharing
merits gained at Waso robes offering ceremony.—mna

7/29/18, 10:37 PM
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Musical entertainment with sympathy for
stor m-hit areas of M awlamyinegyun Township

| was pleased with the news that the executives of Myanmar Music
Asiayon (Central) and renowned vocalists and musicians went to stor m-hit
regions of Mawlamyinegyun Township to donate foodstuff and personal
goodsto the people of the stor m-hit villages.

The persons who
relayed such newsto me
wereTownshipManager
U Hla Soe and party of
Mawlamyinegyun
Township Inland Water
Transport. Indeed, it was
a good deed of the
vocalists and musicians
to stage entertainment at
the villages.

At 3.15 am on 3
July, the double-decker
Bala Kyaw Khaung of
IWT carryingthefamous
vocalists and musicians
berthed at the new jetty
of IWT in
Mawlamyinegyun. | saw
the executives of the
Myanmar MusicAsiayon
(Central), famous
vocalists and musicians
on board the vessel.

On 3 July, the
weather in the township
was fine in the morning.
Vessel Bala Kyaw
Khaung carrying us left
Mawlamyinegyunat 6.35
am and headed in the
south-east direction. All
the persons on board the
vessel were happy and

Vocalist Bo Bo Han

active. While the vessel
was running along the
river, | was preparing for
interviews with
responsi ble persons.

In an interview,
Assistant Manager U
KhinMaungHlaof Delta
Branch of IWT said,
“Under thearrangements
of Managing Director U
Soe Tint of IWT, | go
along with the vocalists
and musicians of the
Myanmar MusicAsiayon
to provide necessary

assistance of the
department for them on a

trip to M aw-
lamyinegyun.”
Next, | had an

interview with Township
Manager of IWT U Hla
Soe. Heexplained, “| have

Assistant Manager
U Khin Maung Hla of
Delta Branch of IWT

torender assistanceforthe
musician team on their
entertainment tour. | am
sohappy for thesuccessful
arrangement of the tour.”

When the vessel
sounded a siren, we all
noticed our arrival at
storm-hit Upper Gyobyu
Village. Along the bank
of the village, storm
victimsaccordedarousing
welcome to us.

Aftertemporarily
stopping theinterviews, |
observed the village.
Upper Gyobyu Villageis
located next to Myattha
River. Waves of theriver
arealwayshittingtheland
of the village.

At the entrance to
the village, the vocalists
and musicians donated
foodstuff and personal
goods to the victims. It
wasanobledonationwith
the humanitarian spirit to
the needy persons. They
presented one pyi each of
rice, two buckets each,
three packets each of
gram, three packets each
of salt, onenether garment
each for male, one nether
garment each for female,
two small bottles each of
edible ail, one torch light

each and two pieces of
battery to households of
the victims. Moreover,
one small Buddha image
each was offered to every
house. Happy smileswere
seen on thefacesof al. It
can be said that they gave
a helping hand to the
victims,

Meanwhile, | heard
themusicfromthevessel.
Thefamousvocalistssang
the songs in rotation. |
noticed many male
vocalistsnamely RZar Ni,
Bo Bo Han, Yan Paing
Soe, Guitar Pe Win, Tu
Tu, Bo Phyu, Po Kar,
Tekkatho Ko Ko Zaw,
Yazar Win Tint, Dallar,

Song Composer
Min Chit Thu

Chit Kaung, Hsaung Oo
Hlaing, Po Zaw, Maritza,
Kyet Pha and J Maung
Maung in addition to the
female vocalists: Yi Yi
Thant, Po Ei San, She,
Zam Nu, Hson Thin Par,
Yadana, Yi Mon and
others. Due to many
numbers of the vocalists,
| thought that they might
not easily get the turn to
sing the songs.

They stationed at
Upper Gyobyu Villageto
make donations for the
storm victims of Lower

"Articleand Photos: Mawgyun Myint Aung (I PRDDj

Gyobyu Village. The,| duties as Joint-Secretary-
victimswerepleasedwith | 2 of the Asiayon. We dl
the entertainment of the | made donations to storm-
vocalists and musicians. | affected villages of

Manager U Hla Soe
of Mawlamyinegyun
Township IWT

Someof thevillagerswere
dancing and singing the
songsjoyfully. After that,
the vessel proceeded to
Nathmu Village. All the
persons on board the
vessel prepared their
respective tasks for the
next stop.

In the interviews
with responsible persons
of the Myanmar Music
Asiayon (Central),
vocalist Yan Paing Soe
said, “I am discharging

Mawlamyinegyun
Township by spending the
funds through a night of
music concert held at
Bahtoo Stadium in
Mandalay. Actualy, the
donations funded by five
strata of the Asiayon
reflected the unity of the
Asiayon members. It was
the first donation of the
Asiayon.”

Joint-Secretary-2 of
Myanmar Music
Asiayon (Central)
U Yan Paing Soe
Next, | had an

interview with song
composer Min Chit Thu.

wereonboardthevessdl.
We all make the
villagers happy.”

At Nathmu
Village, supplies were
distributed to the storm
victims not only from
NathmuVillagebut also
from Tatseik Village.
Afterwards, we headed
for Kyargaung Village,
the final destination.

| saw a large
number of stormvictims
on the bank of
Kyargaung Villagein a
distant view. We had
planned to entertain
them. At thevillage, the
supplies were delivered
to the victims, and the
music entertainment
was performed. The
local villagers were
joyful in the
entertainment.

At 4.35 pm, we
left for Mawla-
myinegyun. At 6 pm,
vessel Bala Kyaw
Khaung docked at
Mawlamyinegyun. Asa
specia show, theartistes
presented variety of
songstothelocal people

Artistes present suppliesto storm victimsin Upper Gyobyu Village in
Mawlamyinegyun Township.

Vocalist Bo Phyu

He explained, “1 am very
happy for successful
completionof thedonation
ceremony. It was my first
experience on
entertainment tour of the
villages on board vessel
Bala Kyaw Khaung
together with those from
the music circle. | would
liketovisithereoncemore,
if it is possible. Over 90
vocalists and musicians

of Mawlamyinegyun
from 7.30 pm to 10.30
pm.

On my way back
to Yangon, |, on board
vessel Bala Kyaw
Khaung, was thinking
some words “Music
entertainment with
sympathy” in my mind.

Trandation: TTA
Myanma Alin:
13-7-2008
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CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV SHAN HAI GUAN VOY NO (65)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV SHAN HAI
GUANVOY NO(65) arehereby notifiedthat thevessel
will be arriving on 18.7.2008 and cargo will be dis-
chargedintothe premisesof S.P.W.3whereitwill lieat
the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/SCOSCO SHIPPING CO, LTD
Phone No: 256919/256916/256912

MINISTRY OF RAIL TRANSPORTATION
ROAD TRANSPORT, YANGON DIVISION

INVITATION TO TENDER

TENDER NO.002/TRT/2008-2009

1. Sedled Tendersfromeligible suppliersareinvited for the supply of thefollowing
Tyres Sets with Tubes and flaps.Prices to quoted in Myanmar Kyats-

(a) 9.00x 20 (1500) Sets (Huaging Brand-China)
(b) 750 x 16 (300) Sets (Huaging Brand-China)
(c) 10.00 x 20 (200) Sets (Indo Brand-China)

2 .(a) Tender Documents are available at the office of Procurement & Stores

Department, Y angon Division, Road Transport, N0.375, Bogyoke Aung

San Street, Y angon Myanmar. Commencing on the 21-7 2008
(b) Tender will be closed on 4-8-2008 at 16:00 hours (The Road Transport
reserves the right to reject any or all tenders)
3. Detailed information will be available at the office Procurement & Stores
Department, Phone No. 01-252574 (or) 01-376549

Road Transport

M an convicted in 2006
Ver mont school shootings

BurLINGTON, (V1), 18 July—A manwasconvicted of
murder Thursday for a shooting rampage that killed a
teacher in an elementary school and hisex-girlfriend's
mother. After 4 1/2 hours of deliberations, jurors
rejected theinsanity defensefor Christopher Williams,
29. Prosecutors said Williams set out to kill his ex-
girlfriend and her mother after beingturned away from
their home when he came to collect his belongings
after abreakup.

Williams was found guilty of two counts of first-
degree murder, one count of attempted first-degree
murder and one count of attempted second-degree
murder. Another teacher at the school and afriendwho
had loaned him the gun were shot but survived.

Internet

| UStroopsat risk from snoddy wiringin Irag |

WasHINGTON, 18 July—
USsoldiersfacedeathand
danger from shoddy
electrical work at their
bases in Irag, raising
further questions about a
heavy reliance on private
contractors, the New York
Timesreported on Friday.

The Pentagon knew
about theproblemsbut did
littleto addressthem until

Ryan Maseth, a member
of the elite Green Berets,
was electrocuted in
January while taking a
shower, the newspaper
said.

The Army says 13
soldiers have been
electrocuted in Iraq since
the invasion in March
2003 but the Times
reported that internal

documents show many
injuries from shocks and
losses from electrical
fires.

As recently as June, an
electrical firedestroyed 10
buildings at a base in
Faluja, forcing Marines
to ask for donations to
replace their belongings,
the paper said.

Internet

Korean plane
makes
emer gency
landing in

Japan

Tokyo, 18 July— A
Korean Air Lines Co Ltd
planemadean emergency
landing at an airport on
Japan’s northernmost
island of Hokkaido on
Thursday, but no onewas
injured.

Television showed
the plane landing
smoothlyinmisty weather
at Shin Chitose Airport,
after the airline said it
planned to divert thereon
its way to its intended
destination of New Y ork.

The plane dumped
fuel in the ocean and
changed course after a
cockpit indicator showed
a problem with a power
source, a spokesman for
Japan’s Transport
Ministry said.

MNA/Reuters

Taleban leader killed in
Afghanistan

KasuL, 18 July— Afghan National Security Force
and the NATO-led International Security Assistance
Force (ISAF) in a joint operation killed a Taleban
leader in Now Zad district of Afghanistan’sHelmand
Province, said a statement issued by ISAF Thursday.

Mullah Bismullah Akhund was a senior Taleban
leader responsible for supplying weapons and IEDs
(Improvised Explosive Device) that have killed
civilians and ISAF forces in northern Helmand, the
statement said.

Bismullah was closely associated with local
Talebanleader Mullah Rahim, whosebrother wasalso
killed during this operation on 12 July, it added.

Afghanistan has been the scene of increasing
insurgency led by Talebanmilitantsintermsof suicide

bombingsand ambushesthougha70,000-strongforeign
troops are deployed. — MNA/Xinhua

NY man claims
Subway baked

knifeinto sandwich

New Y ork, 18 July—A
New York man claimed
in a lawsuit filed on
Wednesday that he found
aknifewitha7-inch (18-
cm) blade baked into the
bread of his foot-long
“Cold Cut Trio” Subway
sandwich.

John Agnesini, 26, a
magazinedesigner, saidhe
had already taken afew
bites from the sandwich
in late June when he
spotted the knife jutting
out fromthebread'scrust.
The lawsuit, filed in
Manhattan state court,
seeks one million US
dollars—MNA/Reuters

German firemen try to clean up largeriver oil dlick

HamBurG (Germany),
18 July—Germanfiremen
struggledto containan oil
dlick on Thursday, a day
after two ships collided

near Hamburg.

The slick has spread
some 10 kilometres (six
miles) alongtheElberiver
in northern Germany and

A fireman laysfloating oil barrierson 16 July,
2008 on the Elberiver in Hamburg, northern
Germany, after a tanker collided with another
ship. German firemen struggled to contain an ail
slick on Thursday, a day after two ships collided
near Hamburg.—INTERNET

work is being hampered
by strong winds and the
flow of theriver, firemen
said.

The spill took place a
few miles southeast of the
city port, when a barge
collided with a 82-metre-
long (260-foot) tanker,
ripping throughfour of its
eight tanks and sending
120tonsof diesel pouring
into theriver.

Initial attempts to
containthedlick failedand
firemen Thursday were
putting down floating
barriers to stop the diesel
from spreading. There
werenoimmediatereports
of environmental damage.

Internet

Four Czech pilotsrefusingto go
to Afghanistan grounded

PracuE, 18 July — The Czech military command decided to send four pilots
who refused to undergo atraining for helicoptersto be deployed in Afghanistanto
administrative work at the Genera Staff, the public Czech Television (CT)

reported on Thursday.

Thefour pilotsfrom the Prerov air base refused to betrained for the Mi-171
helicoptersthat areto be used in Afghanistan. Air technician Jiri Kohout said their
refusal was also motivated by the possibility to fly in Afghanistan.

Themilitary sent four of therebelsfrom Prerov tothe General Staff in Prague,
though other pilots from Prague must now fulfill the rescue and search tasksin

Prerov, CT reported.

The pilots allegedly minded not being sufficiently trained for the planned

Afghan mission, according to the report.
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MNA/Xinhua

McDonald’s franchisee fined 1 min
dollarsfor hiringillegal immigrants

WASHINGTON, 18 July—
A company that owns 11
McDonald’ srestaurantsin
Nevada was fined one
million dollars Wednes-
day after pleading guilty
to employing 58 illegal
immigrants.

The company, Mack
Associates Inc., knew the
employees were illegal
immigrants and had
offered them names and

7/29/18, 10:37 PM

social security numbers
belonging to other people,
theUSJusticeDepartment
said. Thecompany pleaded
guilty in federa court in
LasVegastoconspiracy to
encourage and induce an
alien'sunlawful residence
in the United States and
aidingandabettinganalien
to remain in the country,
the department said.
Thecompany’ sdirector

of operationsal so pleaded
guilty to aiding and
abettinganaientoremain
in the country.

And the former vice
president of Mack
Associates pleaded guilty
toinducinganillega alien
to remain in the United
Statesandfacesapossible
sentenceof uptofiveyears
in prison and a 250,000
dollar five—Internet



Group says US still flunks
healthcare test

WASHINGTON, 18 July—
- The United States fails
on most measures of
health care quality,
with Americans waiting
longer to see doctors
and more likely
to die of preventable
or treatable illnesses
than people in other
industrialized countries, a
report released on
Thursday said. Americans
squander money on
wasteful administrative
costs, illnesses caused by
medical error and
inefficient useof time, the
report from the nonprofit
Commonwealth Fund
concluded.

“We lead the world in
spending. We should be

expecting much more
inreturn,” Commonwealth
Fund senior vice president
Cathy  Schoen told
reporters.The Common-
wealth Fund, a private
foundation, created a 100-
point scorecard using 37
indicators such as health
outcomes, quality, access
and efficiency.

They compare the US
average on these to the bet
performing dates, counties
or hospitds, and to other
countries. TheUnited States
soored65—twopoaintslower
than in 2006.0ne key
measure is prevention of
prematuredesthsfromessly
trested conditions such as
aghmaand heart attacks.

The United States fell

from 15thtolast among 19
industrialized nations on
this measure from 2006 to
2008. Thereport estimated
the US hedlth care system
could save 100,000 livesif
it matched Japan or France,

the top performers.
Infantmortality remains
high in the United States,
witharateof 7infantdeaths
per 1,000 live births,
compared to 2.8 per 1,000
inJapanand3.1in Sweden.
Internet

THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Saturday, 19 July, 2008 13

Businessmen are pictured next to an airplane motor at Farnborough Airshow,

Hampshire, on 15 July, 2008. US aerospace giant Boeing on Thursday signed

its second major deal of the Farnborough | nternational Airshow, clinching a
multi-billion-dollar sale of ‘green’ jetsto Air China.—INTERNET

Hollywood studios, SAG at
Impasse after meeting

Los ANGELEs, 18 July—Hollywood producers

andthe Screen ActorsGuildfailedto reach acontract
agreement Wednesday after meeting privately for
two hours. The sides have no further meetings
planned.

The meeting came a week after the union rejected
what the producers called their final contract offer.

Representatives for both sides declined comment.

The Alliance of Motion Picture and Television
Producers has been calling on union leadersto allow
actors to vote on a contract offer that it said would
provide $250 millionin additional compensation over
three years. The guild has said the estimated value of
the offer is highly inflated.

The producers said if the offer isnot ratified by 15
Aug, any proposed wageincreaseswould not be made
retroactive tol July. Actors have been working under
acontract that expired last month.

SAG, the largest and most powerful actors union,
represents 120,000 actors in movies, TV and other
media.

It is seeking greater compensation for DVDs,
something neither writers, directors nor a smaller
actors union could secure in negotiations.

SAG aso wants more say for actors when they are
asked to endorse productsin scripted shows.

Internet

An Afghan child, who was allegedly wounded by coalition airstrikesin the
Zerko area of Shindand district standswith hisfather at a hospital in the city of
Herat Province southwest of Kabul, Afghanistan on 17 July, 2008.—INTERNET

N [ . " 1

UShearing set on ‘imperial Bush presidency
WasHincToN, 18 July— Impeachment isout for USPresident George W Bush,
but atop US lawmaker said on Thursday he wantsto take alook at his“imperial

presidency”.

House Judiciary Committee Chairman John Conyers announced his panel
wouldexaminepossible Administrationwrongdoing, which hasincluded complaints
that Bush misled the United States into the Iraq war in 2003.

“Over thelast seven plusyears, there have been numerous credible allegations
of serious misconduct by officials in the Bush Administration,” said Conyers, a

Michigan Democrat.

He scheduled a 25 July hearing on “the Imperia Presidency of George W

Bush and possible legal responses.”

Conyers' actionfollowshundredsof oversight hearingsthe past year and ahalf
inthe Democratic-controlled Congresson ahost of Administration matters—from
the Irag war and torture to the firing of federal prosecutors and leaking of the
identity of a CIA agent. Current and former Bush aides have refused to testify,
claimingitwould violate Bush’ sright to private counsel from staff. Democratsare

challenging their claim in court. — MNA/Reuters

Chavez saysUSties
would be no warmer

with Obama

Caracas, 18 July —
Venezuelan President
Hugo Chavez said on
Wednesday his prickly
relations with Washing-
ton would not improve
even if Democrat
candidate Barack Obama
wins the US presidential
election in November.

Chavez, a relentless
criticof USforeignpolicy
and President George
WBush,advocates we-
akening the influence of
theUnited Statesandcalls
the nation “the empire”.
Chaveztoldhissupporters
not to raise their hopes
that relations with the
United States would
improve if Obama is
elected US president,
saying there was little
difference between him
and Republicancandidate
John McCain.

“The two candidates
for the US presidency
attack us equally, they
attack us defending the
interests of the empire,”
Chavez said at ameeting
of hissocialist party.

MNA/Reuters
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ANKARA, 18 July —
Israel is close to an
agreement with Russia
that would secure natural
gasfor aplanned pipeline

( Pdican battle: White
pelicans battle to catch al
little fish thrown by a
vigitor at the Hakkeljimal
Sea Paradise aquarium
at Yokohama city in
Kanagawa prefecture,
suburban Tokyo.
\_ I NTERNET )

7/29/18, 10:37 PM

project between Turkey
and Israel, Israeli
Infrastructure Minister
Binyamin Ben-Eliezer
said on Thursday.

The project consists
of five pipelines that
wouldcarry water, natural
gas, oil, electricity and
fibreopticsfromTurkey’s
Mediterranean coast to
Israel. “Wearevery close
to reaching an agreement
with Russia that would

|srael saysnear to getting Russia gasfor pipeline

supply the pipeline with
natural gas,” Ben-Eliezer
said after meetings with
Turkish energy officials
over technical details of
the pipeline project.
Feasibility studies on
an accompanying oil
pipeline will be donein 10
months, said TurkishEnergy
Minister Hilmi Guler,
adding that the pipeline
couldcarryaleast40million
tonnes of oil annually.
MNA/Reuters
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Everton’s Nigerian defender Joseph Yobo eyesthe
ball during an English Premiership match earlier
this year. Joseph Yobo has been reunited with his
brother, Norum, who was kidnapped by armed men
12 days ago in Port Harcourt, the capital of Niger-
ia's southern oil-producing region.—INTERNET

Blake blames himself for struggling

win at ATP Indianapolis

InDIANAPOLIS (INndiana) 18 July —James Blake had
more troubl e than expected in holding off South Ko-
rean qualifier Jun Woong-sunto post a6-3, 7-5winin
the second round of the ATP Indianapolis Tennis
Championships.

The top-seeded 2006 champion admitted he made
hisown lifeamisery at timeson Thursday against the
number 293 who had won his first ATP match only
this week.

“1 shouldn’ t havehad asmuchtroubleasl did,” said
the number eight coming off of Roland Garros and
Wimbledon second-round di sappointments. “ Hemade
me work hard and gave me a scare.

“1t had more to do with me than him today, maybe
| felt him out abit too much at first.”

Blake narrowly missed going into a third set and
had to save two set points in the tenth game of the
second then notched up hisgametofinishthejobin 71
minutes.—Internet

Ronaldinho arrivesin Milan

to complete move

MiLaN, 18 July —Ronaldinhoarrivedat AC Milan's
training ground on Wednesday where he was due to
undergo amedical and sign athree-year contract.

Barcelonaagreed |ate on Tuesday to sell the Brazil
forward for an initial fee of 21 million euros (33.5
million US dollars) following two days of talks with
Milan chief executive Adriano Galliani.

Ronaldinho and Galliani flew into Milan earlier on
Wednesday and went straight to the Milanellotraining
ground wherethe squad was gathering for thefirst day
of pre-season work.

Some 4,000 fanswere outsidethe gatesto welcome
the 28-year-old playmaker, who was FIFA World
Player of the Y ear in 2004 and 2005 but struggled last
season with form and fitness.

Theformalities of the movewill be concluded over
the next coupleof daysand hewill then be presentedto
the media.

MNA/Reuters

Barcelona’'s Thierry Henry (L) and newly-signed
Alexander Hleb stretches during a soccer training
session in Barcelona on 17 July, 2008.—INTERNET

(" Rocco Mediate of the
USA plays from the
rough near the sixth

green during the first
round of the British
Open Golf champion-
ship, at the Royal
Birkdale golf course,
Southport, England, on

17 July, 2008.
\_ | NTERNET )
Mediatein 3-way tiefor thelead
at British Open

SouTHPoRT (England), 18 July— From sunny San
Diego to bleak and blustery Royal Birkdale, the ex-
pression on Rocco Mediate’ s face didn’t change. He
watched one final birdie tumble into the cup for a 1-
under 69 and athree-way shareof theleadintheBritish
Open, straightened his45-year-old back, then dropped
his jaw into a smile that said, “How did that just
happen?”’

Others must have been wondering the same thing
Thursday.

Ernie Els was playing some of his best golf in the
worst of the weather until taking 45 shots on the back
nine and posting an 80, hishighest scorein nearly two
decades at his favorite major.

Phil Mickelsonwasupto hiskneesin grassright of
the sixth green and never found hisball, taking atriple
bogey that sent him to a 79.—Internet

Ferguson confirms Berbatov bid

MANCHESTER, 18 July — Alex Ferguson has con-
firmed that Manchester United have made Tottenham
an offer for their Bulgaria striker Dimitar Berbatov.

United manager Ferguson had already revealed he
was trying to sign a player who would significantly
improve the European champions.

Now he has signalled an all-out attempt to prise
Berbatov from White Hart Lane by going public with
hisinterest.

“We have made Tottenham an offer on Berbatov
and we have good expectations that this deal will go
through,” Ferguson told The Sun.

“Berbatov hasbeenimpressive during along time
and would be a great addition to our attack.”

A moveto Old Trafford would suit Berbatov, who
iskeentoplay intheChampionsL eague. But Tottenham
are believed to want 30 million pounds (37 million
euros) for their star player, while United are offering
around 22 million pounds (27.6 million euros).

Internet
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Johnson uses aceto trump field at
Milwaukee Championship

CHicaco, 18 July— Sweden’s Richard Johnson
made ahol e-in-one on the par-three 14th on hisway to
a seven-under-par 63 to give him a one-stroke lead
after Thursday’s first round of the US PGA Tour’s
Milwaukee Championship.

Johnson holed a seven-iron from 185 yards for his
ace, which helped him record a five-under 31 on the
back nine at Brown Deer Park golf course.

South African brothersDeaneand Brenden Pappas,
were tied for second after both registered 64s.

“I’ve been struggling this year,” said 31-year-old
Johnson, who has missed eight of 11 cuts on the PGA
Tour this year. “I didn't really get anything going
early.

“If you can get a little confidence going, al of a
sudden the hole looks bigger, you start hitting shots
that you believein. If you' ve got no confidence going,
you're always kind of spotting around and hoping to
get agood score in.”—Internet

Phil Mickelson of the US watches his shot after
teeing off from the 14th hole during first round
play at the 2008 British Open Golf Championship
at Royal Birkdale, England on 17 July, 2008.
INTERNET

7/29/18, 10:37 PM

Yao Ming returnsto action

for China

HanczHou (China), 18 JuLy—Yao Ming is back,
transforming China’ sbasketball team and providing a
big relief for Olympic organizers.

The Houston Rockets center marked his return
from injury Thursday with 11 points in just over 12
minutes of play for the Chinese national team in an
Olympics warmup against a Serbian squad.

Entering six minutes into the first quarter to huge
applausefrom the crowd in the eastern Chinesecity of
Hangzhou, Y ao appeared alittlerusty, butmadeasolid
contribution to China's kickoff 96-72 victory in the
four-team Stankovic Cup tournament.

The gamewas Y a0’ sfirst since astressfracturein
his left foot ended his NBA season in February and
threatened his star turn as part of China steam.

Theinjury hascaused major concernamong China' s
Olympic organizers expecting him to become the face
of the games and his return was certain to help them
deep easier. Yao is considered aleading candidate to
carry the Olympic torch on itsfinal leg into Beijing's
grandiose new National Stadium.—Internet

China’s Yao Ming (13) aimsto score as Serbia’s
Boban Marjanovic (12) blocks during their match
of the Stankovic Cup international basketball
tournament on 17 July, 2008, in Hangzhou, China.
Russia, Angola, Serbia, and China are competing
in the tournament which isawarm-up for the
Olympic Games. China won 96- 72.—INTERNET



Costa Rica disappointed by US
anti-drug aid package

SaN Josk, 18 July —
The Costa Rican
Government on Wed-
nesday voiced discontent
with a recent US anti-
drugaid package, saying
themoney isfar lessthan
what the country needs
to combat drug
trafficking.

The 4.2-million-US
dollar-aid, providedby the
United States under the
anti-drug initiative called
“Merida’, is not even
enoughtobuy ananti-drug

vessel, said Public
Security Minister Janina
del Vecchio.

“l don’'t understand
why the United States
gave us so less money to
fight drug traffickers,”
she said.

The Costa Rican
Government needs help
fromitsallies, especialy
Spain, tocarry onitsanti-
drug campaign, said the
minister.

In June, the US
Senate approved a 1.6-

Strong wind,
downpoursleave 1,200
homelessin Chile

SANTIAGO, 18 July— Strongwind and rainsinthe
past days in central-south Chile have made 1,200
homeless and isolated another 1,400, regional
authorities said on Thursday.

Director of the National Bureau of Emergency

billion-dollar, three-year
package of anti-drug
assistance to Mexico,
Centra America and the
Caribbean, known as the
Merida Initiative.

The package was
signed into law by US
President GeorgeW. Bush
on 30 June.

Costa Rica and the
United States started joint
anti-drug operations and
patrols in 1993. A large
amount of drugsoriginated
in Colombia have been
confiscated since then.

Costa Rican police
seized a total of over 30
tons of drugs since May
2006, when incumbent
Costa Rican President
Oscar Arias took office.

MNA/Xinhua
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British police saize

3tonsof cannabis

Lonpbon, 18 July —
Britishpolicehaveseized
three tons of cannabis
resininCoventry, central
England, the BBC
reported on Thursday.

The cannabis, which
West Midlands Police
believehasastreet value
of 9.5 million pounds
(some 19 million US
dollars), was found
duringaraidinCoventry.

The drugs were
foundinsix pallets, each
containing 500 kilos of
cannabisresin bars, with
some 20,000 pounds
(40,000 US ddllars) in
cash. Twomenhavebeen
arrested in connection
with the haul.

MNA/Xinhua

(ONEMI) Carmen Fernandez has called for swift
government actionsto open sheltersfor thedisplaced.
Roadswere cut off, rivers overflowed and landslides
were frequent in the wake of the prolonging rainy
season, said the official.

In LosLagos, the most affected region, atotal of
1,023 were rendered homeless, Fernandez said.

Fernandez affirmed that the frontal system is
decreasing, therefore “we can work much better,
because it is difficult to have area measure of the
damages when the rainy season is in full

A South Korean couple covered in mud are seen
during a mud festival at Daecheon swimming beach
in Boryeong, 190 kilometers southwest of Seoul
recently.—INTERNET

development” . — MNA/Xinhua
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Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas
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Friday, 18 July, 2008

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hr
M ST During the past 24 hours, wesather has been partly
cloudy in Kayah State, lower Sagaing and Magway Di-
visions, rainor thundershowershavebeenisolatedinChin
State, Mandalay, Yangon and Ayeyawady Divisions,
scatteredinShan State, fairly widespreadinupper Sagaing
and Bago Divisions and widespread in the remaining
Statesand Divisions. Thenoteworthy amountsof rainfals
recordedwereNay Pyi Taw (0.87) inch, Kyaukpyu (2.56)
inches, Kyauktaw (2.40) inches, Putao (1.50) inches,
Zaungtu (1.38) inches, Hparan (1.18) inches, Thatonand
Mogok (1.10) inches each.

Maximum temperature on 17-7-2008 was 90°F.
Minimum temperature on 18-7-2008 was 75°F. Relative
humidity at (09:30) hours M ST on 18-7-2008 was 85%.
Totd sunshine hours on 17-7-2008 was (3.2) hours
(approx). _ _

Rainfal on 18-7-2008 was Nil a Mingaladon,
Kaba-Ayeand(Tr) at Centrd Y angon.Total rainfall since
1-1-2008was(51.57) inchesat Mingd adon, (60.79) inches
a Kaba-Aye and (74.09) inches at Central Yangon.
Maximum wind speed at Y angon (Kaba-Aye) was (6)
mph from Southwest a (12:30) hours MST on 17-7-
2008.

Bayinference Monsoon is generally moderatein
the Andaman Seaand Bay of Bengd.

Forecast valid until evening of 19-7-2008: Rain or
thundershowers will be isolated in Kayah State, lower
Sagaing and Magway Divisions, scattered in Chin State,
Mandalay and upper Sagaing Divisions, fairly wide-
spreadinKachinand ShanStates, Y angonand Ayeyawady
Divisions and widespread in the remaining States and
Divisions. Degree of certainty is (80%).

Stateof thesea: Seaswill be moderatein Myanmar
waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likehood of
decrease of rainin lower Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring area
for 19-7-2008: |solated rain or thundershowers. Degree
of certainty is (80%).

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
19-7-2008: Oneor tworainor thundershowers. Degreeof
certainty is (80%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouringareafor
19-7-2008: Possibility of isolated rain or thundershow-
ers. Degree of certainty is (40%).

Weather outlook for third weekend of July 2008:
During the coming weekend, likelihood of fairly wide-
gpread rain or thundershowersin Y angon Division, like-
lihood of isolated rain or thundershowersin Nay Pyi Taw
and Mandalay Division.
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M ake donationsto the storm victims

d Everybody may make donations freely.
d Everybody may make donationsto any person or any area.

However, wellwishersare urged to avoid unsystematic donations and actsthat may tarnish
theimage of the nation and its people.

7
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B Certain internal and external anti-government elements, self-centred persons and
unscr upulouselementsarenow seeking their self-interestsby sendingtotheforeign news
agenciesstoriesabout relief and rehabilitation wor k they havemadeup and shot on video.

B Stormvictimsarehereby warned to remain vigilant with nationalistic spirit against the
deceptions of the self-centred persons and unscrupulous elements.

1o | | Skyful| ligrs attempting top d ley|1at<)1
T | |1BBGC | |lying
VOA ving
RFEA ting up hostilities
1 [3€vvar | rrtIJel)qucﬂwttn/th(xiaiIdﬂdshexs; )

Witness may inform about misappropriation of

Inter nal and inter national relief funds and supplies

Anyone may dial the following phone numbers of the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement if he witnesses or knows that the cash assistance and relief supplies donated from
abroad and at hometo the storm victimsare kept for self-interest, traded, used for particular persons
and organizations, or misappropriated for other purposes.

Head of Office Ph: 067 404021 and 067 404022
Deputy Head of Office  Ph: 09 860 1002

B INSDE
A glow of pridein health

carefor storm victims

| writethisarticleto honour thosewho
have carried out health care services in
the relief camps, those from floating
hospitals who gave treatments and those
who discharged duties in the storm-hit
areas for their goodwill and brilliant
perfor mances.

PAGES 8+9 Dr Kyaw Myint ‘ Sick people are receiving treatment on a floating hospital.
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