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Senior General Than Shwe comforts
victimsin Patheln, Labutta, Myaungmya

Nay Pvi Taw, 20 May —Chairman of the State ters. At 4.30 pm, the Senior General and party left
Peace and Development Council Commander-in- for Myaungmya in a motorcade and consoled the
Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than victims of Labutta who are accommodated in
Shwevisitedrelief campsin Pathein and comforted Myaungmya. —MNA

the victims this afternoon.

The Senior General left for Labuttaat 3 pm. Hemet
and comforted the victims at relief camps. He gave
necessary guidance concerning thereportsof theminis-
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Prime Minister receives Under
Secretary-General of UN
Emergency Relief Coordinator

A /

Nay Pyi Taw, 20 May—Prime
Minister of the Union of Myanmar Gen-
eral Thein Sein received a team led by
Under Secretary-General of the UN
Emergency Relief Coordinator Mr John
Holmes at Zeya Thiri Beikman on
Konmyinttha, Y angon this morning.

Present ontheoccasionwereMin-
ister for National Planning and Eco-

nomic Development U Soe Tha, Minis-
ter for Social Welfare, Relief and Reset-
tlement Maj-Gen Maung Maung Swe,
Minister for Health Dr Kyaw Myint,
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs U
Kyaw Thu, Director-General of theGov-
ernment Office Col Thant Shin and Di-
rector-General of Protocol Department
U Kyaw Kyaw.—MNA

Prime Minister General Thein Sein receives Under
Secretary-General of UN Emergency Relief Coordinator
Mr John Holmes .—wmnNA

Prime Minister General Thein Sein greets Mr John Holmes, Under
Secretary-General of UN Emergency Relief Coordinator.— mNA
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Carry out rehabilitation
wor k through concerted
efforts

Chairman of the State Peace and
Development Council Senior Gener al Than Shwe
has inspected relief and rehabilitation work in
stor m-hit Kungyangon, Dedaye and Pyapon and
consoled storm victims.

During hisinpection tour, Senior General
Than Shwegave guidance, sayingthat the nation
was built through concerted efforts of the
gover nment, the Tatmadaw and the people, and
so also it is being reconstructed through such
concerted efforts although the nation was hit
hard by the storm.

The government is taking systematic

S
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Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

v

(- Thecongregation receivesNinePreceptsfrom
a Sayadaw at ceremonyto enshrinerelicsinto

Relicsenshrined in
M aha Bodhi Buddha
lmage

Y ANGoN, 20 May — A ceremony to enshrine
relicsin Maha Bodhi Buddha Image in Buddha Gaya
Monastery in Sangyoung Townshipwasheldyesterday
in conjunction with a ceremony to pour water at Bo

Treein the monastery.

At the ceremony, the congregation received the
Nine Preceptsfrom Sayadaw Bhaddanta Subodhaand
donated offertories to Sayadaws and members of the

Sangha.

The Sayadaws enshrined the relics into the

measures in three phases namely relief,
rehabilitation and disaster preparednessin the

Maha Bodhi Buddha Image in Buddha Gaya
Monagery in Sangyoung Township.— H

Buddhalmageand poured water at Bo Treealongwith
devotees—H

long run for the peoplein storm-hit regions.

In the first phase, relief work for storm
victims has been carried out with the donations
such asfoods, medicines, clothesand shelter boxes
madeby local and inter national donor sunder the
arrangement of the National Disaster
Prepar edness Central Committee.

In the second phase, reconstruction of
ravaged villages, renovation of roads, bridgesand
communication links and opening of temporary
clinics and schools are being carried out in the
affected areas. In the meantime, measures for
regener ating the main livelihoods of local people
—fisheries, agricultural and salt industries—are
being taken while prodiving them with cattle,
tractors, motor boats and fishing nets.

Inthethird phase, stepsaretobetaken for
growing of windbreakers and building of
embankmentsand causewayslinking villagesfor
thelong-term disaster preparedness.

Asregardseducation, mor e schoolswill be
opened up to middle schoolsin strategic regions.

At atimewhen concerted effortsarebeing
made for rehabilitation of ravaged regions we
firmly believe that the regeneration of the main
livelihoods of storm victims will soon be
materialized.

MNA
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A convoy carrying relief aids arrives Pyapon.

Relief aids distributed to storm victimsin
Mingala Taungnyunt Township

Y ANGON, 20 May
—Member of the
National Disaster
Preparedness Central
Committee Minister for
Information Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsan presented
relief supplies to storm
victims in Mingala
Taungnyunt Township
today.

Firgt, Minister Brig-
Gen Kyaw Hsan visited
Thatamabyuha Dham-
mayon in Patheinnyunt
Wardwherestormvictims
from three wards in the
townshiparetaking shelter
and comforted them. The
minister distributedriceand
relief aidsto thevictims.

Afterwards, he
went to Satsan Ward in
Mingala Taungnyunt
Township and comforted

Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan comforts storm victimsin Mingala
Taungnyunt Township.—MNA

storm victims at the relief
camp set up at No 7 Basic
Education High Schooal in
thetownship. Hepresented
rice and relief aids to the
victims on hisvisit.

At 1 pm, Minister
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan met
with storm victims at the

relief camp set up at
Y edwingon Dhammayon
Building in Yedwingon
Ward in the township and
comforted them. He also
distributed rice and relief
suppliesto the victims.

At the meetings
with storm victims in

Mingala Taungnyunt
Township, the minister
briefed on relief efforts
being made by the
government, the people,
the Tatmadawmen, police
and members of social
organizations. — MNA

Navy participatesin rehabilitation work

NAay Pvi Taw, 20 May
—Tatmadawmen  of
Defence Services (Navy)
have performed the
rehabilitationworksinthe
storm-affected areas.

One military vessel
based in Bogale loading
37.5 tons of clothes,
plasticl¢ontainers, bed
sheets, snacks, bed roll,
blankets, soft drinks,

7/30/18, 1:02 AM

household goods, milk
powder, tarpaulin, pumps,
tents, purified water
bottles and robes
transported to Kadonkani
rehabilitation campinthe
township on 18 May.
Similarly, a Labutta
based military vessel
loading 25 tons of rice,
pamoail, tarpaulin, rubber
sheet, purified water,

clothes, pipe, pumps,
soap, tents, dry noodles,
dry fish, generator, snack,
salt, potato, gram and
diesel also transported to
Polaungyi rehabilitation
camp in the township.

A military vessel
carryingspecialists, nurses
and relief aidswas sent to
Setsan from Bogale.

MNA



Russia’s superjet makes
maiden test flight

Moscow, 20 May —
Russia’s first new
passenger plane since the
1991 fal of the Soviet
Union, the Superjet-100,
took off onitsmaiden test
flightonMonday, inching
Moscow closer to the
lucrative regional civil
aviation market.

As president,

Vladimir Putin
spearheaded efforts to
revive Russid's aviation
industry through the
Superjet-100, a regional
jet which can carry
between 75 - 95
passengers but the project
has been hit a series of
delays.

“Theplanetook off at
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10 am (0600 GMT)
Moscow Time, flew for
an hour and then landed,”
asourceat makers Sukhoi
Civil Aviation said.

The first flight was
due in late 2007, but was
postponed repeatedly,
raising questions about
Sukhoi’s ability to meet
tight productiontargetsfor
itsmain launch customer,

Residents watch the fire burning near the explosion scene. A petroleum pipeline
explosion occured Thursday, in I jegun, aremoteareaof Lagos, Nigeria. —XINHUA

Russian airline Aeroflot.

The Superjet has a
catalogue price of 29
million US dollars and

Sukhoi hopes to sell & | puaka. 19 M ay—

Pakistan can discuss peaceful use
of nuclear energy with Bangladesh

theNational PressClubin | ciation (IAEA) allowed

least 800, with production
of 60 to 70 planes a year
by 2010. It hasfirmorders
for about 73 of theaircraft.
USplanemaker Boeingis
jointly developing the
Superjet. The plane must
now make about 100
successful flights to pass
safety criteria
MNA/Reuters

Debrishangsfrom a
damaged section of the
Hilton Hotel under
construction where an
explosion ripped through
thefloorson 19 May,
2008 in San Diego.
INTERNET

Pakistani High Com-
missioner Alamgir Babar
in Bangladesh Monday
saidPakistancoulddiscuss
thepeaceful useof nuclear
energy with Bangladesh,
which is facing a severe
energy deficit.

“We  have our
programme of nuclear
energy. We're going
ahead with that. It'sup to
Bangladeshtodecidehow
they want,” Alamgir
Babar told a meeting at

Dhaka, the private news
agency UNB reported.

Askedif Islamabad will
extend cooperation to
Dhaka in the nuclear
energy sector, the High
Commissioner said: “We
can discuss it within the
confines of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT).”

Bangladesh is a sig-
natory to the NPT and
recently the International
Atomic Energy Asso-

the country to use nuclear
energy in peaceful pur-
poses like energy,
agriculture and medicine
sectors. Foreign Adviser
Dr Iftekhar Ahmed
Chowdhury discussed the
matter with Russia, South
Korea and China during
hisvisittothosecountries.

Alamgir Babar said
Pakistan is not a signatory
to the NPT but “I have the
right to peaceful uses of
nuclear energy” —Internet

Mbeki callsfor end of attackson foreign nationals

African continent and
beyond are as human as
we are and deserve to be
treated with respect and
dignity.” “Wedehumanize
ourselves the moment we
start thinking of another
person asless human than
we are simply because
they come from another
country,” he said.

“South Africaisnot and
will never be an island
separate from the rest of

JOHANNESBURG, 19
May—South  African
President Thabo Mbeki on
Monday reiterated his call
for an immediate end to
attacksonforeignnationals.

Violence in South
African leading province
of Gauteng has left 22
people dead and up to
10,000 seeking refuge in
shelters. Thepresident said
in a statement: “Citizens
fromother countriesonthe

the continent,” he said.
Mbeki calleduponthose
behind the “shameful and
criminal acts’ to stop.
“The law-enforcement
agencies must and will
respond with the requisite
measures against anyone
found to be involved in
these attacks.” Mbeki said
that everything possible
was being done to bring
perpetrators to book.
Internet

Police arrest a suspect asthey conduct araid in a squatter settlement east of
Johannesburg on 19 May, 2008 in an attempt to quell anti-foreigner violence
which has erupted in and around the city. The foreigners, many of them
Zimbabweans who had fled economic collapse and political violence in their
homeland, are being driven out of squatter settlements.—INTERNET

" Two NATO soldiersKkilled

in Afghan incidents

KasuL, 19 May—Two soldiersservingthe NATO-
led International Security Assistance Force (ISAF)
were killed in two separate incidents in southern
Afghanistan on Monday, the military alliance said.

“Onesoldier waskilled by enemy hostileactionand
another waskilled inanimprovised explosive device
blast while supporting an Afghan National Police
operation,” the ISAF said in a statement.

TheNATO-ledmilitary didnotreleasethecasuaty’s
nationality or give more information.

Internet

Police chief killed in bomb

attack in southern Iraq

BacHDAD, 19 May—A local Iragi police chief was
killed on Monday in a bomb explosion in the police
headquarters in a town in Dhi Qar province, a local
policesourcesaid.“Magjor Farhan QassimKattafi, chief
of police unit in Souq al-Shiyoukh town near the
provincial capital city of Nasseriyah, waskilled early
in the morning when a bomb hidden in his office
detonated,” the source told Xinhua on condition of
anonymity. Twoof K attafi’ shodyguardswerewounded
by the blast, the source said.

Internet

Threekilled in blast
in NW Pakistan

IsLamaBAD, 19 May— Three people were killed in
a bomb blast outside a mosque in northwestern
Pakistan, local TV reported on Monday evening.

Theblast occurredin Pakistan’ sBajaur tribal agency
and several otherswereal soinjured, state-run Pakistan
TV channel said.

No further details are available.

The blast came just a day after a suicide bombing
killed 13 people in Pakistan's tribal area, including
four soldiers.

Internet
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Rehabilitation worksin
progressin Labutta

NAY Pyi Taw, 20 May— Adjutant-General
Maj-Gen ThuraMyint Aung of theMinistry of Defence
together with Minister for Religious Affairs Brig-Gen
Thura Myint Maung went to Labutta by Tatmadaw
helicopter |oaded with bags of ricefrom Pathein on 18
May. They went to Theitpangongyi village together
with Minister for Co-operativesMaj-Gen TinHtut and
personnel. The Adjutant-General and party handed
over bags of riceto responsible persons and inspected
living condition of storm victimsin tents.

The Adjutant-Genera instructed responsible
persons to take measures to avoid hunger and health
problems, to collect figures of population in storm-hit
villages, tomakearrangementsfor building permanent
dwellinginstead of temporary ones for stormvictims
in performing reconstruction tasks, to report needsfor
farming and fishery work as the State will fulfil any
requirementsof the storm victims, to deliver foodstuff
and providehealthcareserviceand necessary assistance
to storm victimsin their respective assigned areas, to
report the requirements of the storm survivors in
timeliness as telephone service has aready been
provided to forward camps.

Next, the Adjutant-General and ministers
inspected reconstruction works in Labutta by car and
left for Pathein.

MNA

Cash and kind for
storm victims

NAY Pyi Taw, 20 May—Departmentsconcerned,
social organizations, families of Tatmadawmen and
wellwishersfrom respective states and divisions have
provided cash and kind to storm victims.

Departments concerned and wellwishers from
Shan State (North) presented K 90,046,350; families
of Tatmadawmen and wellwishers from Shan State
(South) and Kayah State, cash and relief aid worth K
2,192,800; from Kayin State and Mon State, cash and
relief aid worth K 3,410,500; wellwishers from
Taninthayi Division, construction materials worth K
1.9 million; wellwishers from Sagaing Division, cash
K 1,497,450andrelief aidworthK 43,184,800through
the financial subcommittee for storm victims.

Up to yesterday, the cash and kind donated by
wellwishers totalled K 7,854,848,955.—MNA

People’ s Hospital (above) and Basic Education High School (below) seen after being repaired
in Bogale, Ayeyawady Division.—mNA

Employees of a company distribute relief
supplies to storm survivorsin Pyapon,
Ayeyawady Division.—MNA
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Health workersleave for storm-hit regions

Y aNnGon, 20 May—Three ships carrying health
workersleft Wadan Jetty herefor storm-hit villagesin
Ayeyawady Division yesterday morning.

Thehealthworkersonboardthe shipswereseen
off by Ministerfor HealthDr Kyaw Myint and officials
of theMinistry of HealthandtheMinistry of Transport.

Onboardtheshiptoleavefor Bogale Township
are one physician, two specialists, eight general

practitioners and one male nurse.

On board the vessel to leave for Pyapon
Township are one physician, three specialists, seven
doctors and one male nurse.

On board the watercraft to leave for Labutta
Township areonephysician, oneassistancedirector of
M edical Reserch Department (Lower Myanmar), three
specidlists, six doctors and one male nurse—MNA
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Minister for Foreign Affairsarrives
back after attending Special ASEAN
Foreign Ministers Meeting

NAY Pvi Taw, 20 May
—Minister for Foreign
Affairs U Nyan Win
arrived back here by air
this morning from
Singapore after attending
the Special ASEAN
Foreign Ministers’
Meeting held on 19 May
2008 in Singapore.

While in Singapore,
Minister U Nyan Win
attended the Working
Lunch of the ASEAN
Foreign Ministers held at
12.30 hours at the
Shangrila Hotel and
informally exchanged
views on the matters on
agenda of the Special
ASEAN Foreign
Ministers'  Meeting.
Minister U Nyan Win
briefly explained the
situation of damages
caused by the Cyclone
Nargis, relief and
rehabilitation efforts and
needs for international
assistance.

Minister for Foreign
Affairs U Nyan Win then
attended the Special
ASEAN Foreign
Ministers Meetingheld at
theBall Roomof Shangrila
Hotel at 2:30 pm. The
Meeting discussed and

agreedtotheestablishment
of an ASEAN-led
coordinatingmechanismto
facilitate the effective
distributionand utilization
of international assistance,
the holding of a Pledging
Conferencein Yangon for
providing international
assistancefortheCyclone-
affected victims in
Myanmar and to dispatch
medical teamsfromall the
ASEAN countries to
Myanmar.

Minister for Foreign
Affairs U Nyan Win also
attended the Press
Conference held by
Chairman of the ASEAN
Standing Committee,
Minister of ForeignAffairs
of Singapore Mr George
Y eo.

During his stay in
Singapore, Minister for
Foreign Affairs U Nyan
Win met separately with
Mr Thongloun Sisoluth,
Minister of ForeignAffairs
of LaoPDRat08.00 hours,
with  Mr Norpoddon
Patama, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the
Kingdom of Thailand at
08.45 hours and with Mr
PhamGiaKhiem, Foreign
Minister of the Socialist

Republic of Vietnam, at
10.00hoursonthe19"May
and held informal
discussions on matters
relating to the Special
Meeting.

The Chairman’s
Statement wasissuedat the
conclusion of themesting.

Minister for Foreign
Affairs U Nyan Win,
together with his Thai
counterpart Mr Norpoddon
Patama, attended the
signing ceremony of the
Memorandum of
Understanding between
theUnionof Myanmar and
the Kingdom of Thailand
ontheestablishment of the
Dawel Deep Seaport atthe
Shangrila Hotel at 09.00
hrs on the same day.

At 4.45 pm on 19"
May 2008, Minister U
Nyan Win also held
discussion with the
Minister of ForeignAffairs
of MalaysiaDrRaisY atim
andthenrecelved fromhis
counterpart a Bank Draft
amountingonemillionUS
dollars donated by the
Government of Malaysia
to the victims of Cyclone
Nargis in the Union of
Myanmar.

MNA
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Minister U Nyan Win attends the working luncheon of ASEAN
foreign ministersin Singapore.—morA

A health employee giving medical treatment to a victim in Labutta.
MNA

Relief suppliesflow to storm victimsin
Ayeyawady Division

Y ANGON, 20 May—
Relief supplies are timely
flowing to storm victims
inAyeyawady Divisionby
Tatmadaw helicopters, by
vesselsand by car.

Vehicles loaded with
relief supplies left the

21-5-08 NL 5

Trade Warehouse near
Kyaikwaing PagodaStreet
of Mayangon Township
for Bogale, Labutta,
Pyapon, Ngaputaw and
Hainggyikyun Townships
this morning.

Those wishing to

donate relief items to the
stormvictimsmay contact
the Trade Warehouse near
KyaikwaingPagodaStreet
of Mayangon Township
(Tel-09-8600526 and 09-
8600701).

MNA

Blankets, pillowsfor YGH

Y anGoN, 20 May—Agga Maha Thiri Thudamma Theingi Daw Khin Nan
Mon and family of No 9 on Anawrahta Road in 14 Ward,Y ankin Township
presented 85 blankets and 85 pillows worth K 272,000 to the storm victims,
receiving treatment at Y angon General Hospital, on 14 May.

MNA

Vehiclesloaded with relief aids leave for storm-affected areas.
MNA
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L et’sreplace earth brickswith stone ones (2)

[

(Continued from yesterday)

Let it be. However, | would say our country is
goingthroughavariety of storm-likeplotsandintrigues
that are much severer than Nargis, and they are
endless. They are none other than envy storms,
criticism stormsand rumour stormscreated by certain
western countries and national traitors at home and
abroad who are showing negative attitude to our
nation and people.

Despite the relief and rehabilitation tasks being
carried out with might and main and tenacity at the
risk of lives, internal and external saboteur groupsare
making maliciousremarksand slanderousaccusations
and driving awedge among the people to the utmost
of their ability. These activities might be designed to
exacerbate the situations. Well, they did destabilize
the nation to a certain degree just after the storm
Nargis.

There has been an endless stream of rumours
spread by some foreign radio stations to attack
Myanmar such as the nation is going to run out of
goods, commodity flow isno longer effective; it will
takelong for theroadsto copewith traffic; rice prices
will goup becauseall the paddy fieldsinthedeltaand
Y angon have been ravaged; therewill beinsufficient
supply of rice; another storm is going to cross the
nation; container ships cannot be moored at the ports;
the Myanmar government is reluctant to accept
international relief; thegovernment did not accept the
US and French naval ships fully loaded with relief
supplies; the situations of the storm victims are
shockingly alarming; theinternational relief supplies
are going to the military forces rather than to the
victims; only one-third of the victims have access to
the supplies and the rest are going to die of hunger;
and so force should be used to enter the country with
the permission of the UN Security Council. Such
intrigues are utterly abhorrent to a duty-conscious
public member.

Now, the people are no longer frightened by the
invented rumours due to the public notices aired on
local radio and TV and stated in the newspapers that
thepeopleshould not believethegroundlessrumours.
Realizing the prevailing situations asthey really are,
thepeopl ehavebeen ableto distinguish betweenright
and wrong.

| do not think | would be able to refute al the
tricks of theworld famous notorious liars. However,
| would like to rebut one or two tricks of theirs. On 5
May, Myanmar invited diplomatsof foreignembassies
and representatives of UN agencies in Yangon and
said that the country would accept international relief
supplies willingly. The people have witnessed that
thenation isaccepting therelief itemsfrom the donor
countries without any discrimination against any
particular countries. Now, the nation is accepting
relief funds and supplies from the US, the Russian
Federation, European countries, northeastern Asian
countries such as China, Japan and the Republic of
Korea, southern Asian countriesand southeast Asian
countriestotaling 27. Itisatangible proof that assoon
as the airplanes with relief goods on board landed,
they areunl oaded fromtheplanesandthentransferred
to helicopters and ships. Then, they are transported
and distributed in the storm-affected areas as soon as
possible. Myanmar people by nature want to share
their meals with natural disaster victimsirrespective
of status. | am sure none of the Myanmar people
stoopsto misappropriating thesuppliesthat aremeant
for disaster victims.

In addition, Myanmar is how accepting health

.

N

Kyaw Min Lu (Shwepyitha)

carespecialist groupsfromneighbouring countries. So
far, the groups from Thailand and India have arrived
here. Relevant ministries, local socia organizations,
entrepreneurs and experts are providing assistancein
varioussectorstothevictims. Therefore, thisdemanding
task will be materiaized if neighbouring countries
extend a helping hand.

Arrangements have been made many times for
diplomats of the embassies based in Yangon and
Bangkok, diplomatsof foreign embassiesto Myanmar,
and resident representativesof the ASEAN Secretariat
and UN agencies to make field trips to the storm-hit
areas for their firsthand experiences. Now, Myanmar
is proud to have conducted the Thai Prime Minister
and United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
Mr LouisMishell around therelief camps. No onecan
deny that Myanmar haswork hard and achieved great
success in this regard.

Thanks to repeated broadcasts by some foreign
radio stations, | have learnt that some US military
warships are ready in the international waters near
Myanmar watersto providerelief supplies. They said
that they were waiting for the permission of the
Myanmar government. Asapublic member, | feel itis
impossible that their relief programmes are without
strings attached. | say this because on 5 May, Sara
Flounders posted an article “US hostility hampers
relief” on Workers World Website.

Thearticleisvery long. So | would liketo present
only somesalient excerptsfromitfor publicknowledge.
They are just the opinions of the writer.

“IstheBushadministrationreally tryingtohelp
the people of Myanmar recover from the natural
disaster that struck there? Then why isit insisting
that the Pentagon bein charge of itsaid? And why
diditimpose SANCTIONS on the country when it
knew the cyclone was about to hit?

“TheU.S. corporatemediaarefull of storieson
the scale of the disaster and the inability of the
governmenttocopewiththerdlief effort. Completely
omitted is any mention of the U.S. government’s
own abysmal track record in providing disaster
relief.

“Each news article repeats the demand that
Washington be given full military access to
Myanmar to deliver emergency supplies. Thereis
outrage and shock that Myanmar will not permit
U.S. military planesto land or Navy shipsto dock.
The charge that the Myanmar government cannot
possibly betrustedtodeliver thesuppliesisrepeated
again and again.

“The day before Cyclone Nargis actually hit
Myanmar, but when the approach of the monster
storm had already being announced and tracked for
aweek, President George W Bush signed a harsh
new level of economic sanctions on Myanmar.
Sanctions are an act of aggression, a form of
economicwarfarethat specifically targetsMyanmar.

“This criminal executive order decreeing
expanded sanctions was followed within days by
expressions of deep concern for the devastated
population. The cynicism and hypocrisy could not
be greater.

“The US government expresses outrage that
Myanmar, whileit acceptsaid, will notallowforeign
personnel to oversee its distribution.

“ The Pentagon hashardly hiddenitsinterestin
overthrowing theregime. Thiscomesaspressureis
put on the country to open up and allow theleasing
of U.S. bases and U.S. corporate access to
Myanmar’s vast nationalized oil and gas deposits.

“Many countrieseveninthemidst of adisaster
fear USand Western assistance becauseit so after
comes with strings attached, including onerous
debt conditions and demands to recognize their
economy and privatizenational ly ownedresources.

“Missing from all the corporate media's
lecturing on what Myanmar should and could do
is any mention of the U.S. ruling class's own
disastrous record in emergency planning,
evacuation and relief during and after Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita hit New Orleans and the Gulf
Coast.

“The whole world watched the criminal
neglect, racism, lack of planning and total
confusion as floods and broken levees drowned
the city of New Orleans on Aug. 28, 2005.

“Thiswas followed by an arrogant refusal to
accept assistance from organizations and
individual sseekingtovol unteer and an outrageous
rejection of international aid. Offers of help from
CubaandV enezuela, whichhadfully provisioned
teams of doctors on standby and offered tons of
food, water andamillionbarrel sof extrapetroleum,
wererefused. Even French aircraft and a hospital
ship standing ready in the Caribbean, along with
German and Russian help, were put on hold.

“Air Forcehelicoptersat abase closeby were
ordered grounded, although pilots volunteered
and pleaded to use them to evacuate people.
FEMA and Homeland Security actually blocked
aid and volunteers, according to many media
reports. Truckloads of water and tons of material
sentfromaroundthecountry werenever released.”

Above-mentioned points are just some excerpts
fromthearticle. | donot want to put blameon anyone
in thisregard. | really thank the US for the airlifted
relief supplies for the storm victims. We recognize
that US citizens by nature are generous and they
make generous donations to every region that has
come under a natural disaster. Now, the victims are
consumingtherelief suppliesdonated by UScitizens.
So, my heartfelt thanks go to them. A meal and some
drinking water are invaluable for a natural disaster
victim.

However, thestringsattachedtotherelief supplies
carried by warships and military helicopters are not
acceptable to the Myanmar people. We can manage
by ourselves. Myanmar has many good neighbourly
countries. The people remain united in times of
emergency. Now, we have achieved success in the
relief and rehabilitationtasksto acertain degree. The
task is very challenging, but we will be able to
achievethegoal if we continuetowork together with
tenacity. So, | would say don’t worry about that.

A stormis, indeed, just anatural disaster, soitis
not to blame. Whatever itis, we havetorisefromthe
evil consequences after we havefaced adisaster. We
have to reconstruct the buildings that have been
ravaged. Myanmars are not a people who are ableto
riseonly with others' assistance and who know how
to deal with things only after others have provided
methods. Myanmars descended from Saki race with
own monarchsand prestige. Myanmar hassuffered a
heavy lossin the disaster, however we haveto try to
our utmost to be able to replace earth bricks with
stone ones. We will continue to work hard to enjoy
sustainable development in a short time. We are al
capableof addressingtheissue, and wehaveengaged
intheworks. Surely, wewill be ableto replace earth
bricks with stone onesin the near future.

Trandation: MS

21-5-08 NL 6
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Ministersreceive delegation led by
Under Secretary-General of UN
Emergency Relief Coordinator

Y ANGON, 20May —
Minister for National
Planning and Economic
Development U Soe Tha,
Minister for Social
Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement Maj-Gen
Maung Maung Swe and
Minister for Health Dr
Kyaw Myint received a
delegation led by Under
Secretary-General of UN
Emergency Relief
Coordinator Mr John
Holmesat themeeting hall
of the National Archives
Department of the
Ministry of National
Planning and Economic
Development on
Pyidaungsu'Y eikthaRoad
here this morning.

Also present onthe
occasion were the
director-general and
deputy directors-general
of MNPEC, officials of
UN Emergency Relief
Office and resident
representatives of UN
agencies.

At the meeting, Mr
John Holmes said that the

UN Secretary-General
and all of them are deeply
touched by thelossof lives
and property caused by
cyclone Nargis that hit
Myanmar recently, and
that he had learnt that the
Myanmar government had
designated the three days
as the days of mourning
for the loss of lives of the
people.

Next, the ministers
explained the situation of
Myanmar, saying that the
severe cyclone Nargis hit
Ayeyawady and Y angon
Divisionson 2 and 3 May
and with unusual high
tidesit causedlossof lives
and property. And they
explained prompt action
taken by the government
shortly after the storm,
immediate delivery of
relief supplies donated by
local and international
organizationsto storm-hit
regions by helicopter,
relief and rehabilitation
work which callsfor alot
of construction materials
for rebuilding of houses,

schools, hospitals and
dispensaries, water
pumps, tractors, fuel and
fertilizer for regenerating
farmlands, trawlers and
fishing nets for fisheries,
cooperation of UN,
INGOs and the
government in relief and
rehabilitationmission, and
thanked UN, INGOs and
donor countries for their
contributions.
Afterwards, Mr
JohnHolmessaidthat they
are desirous of extending
a helping hand to
Myanmar in her
rehabilitation of storm-hit
regions, and that they will
cooperate with Myanmar
governmentinthat regard.
And he explained what
they would be taking in
the rehabilitation drive,
and expressed hispleasure
forexplainingof relief and
rehabilitation work by the
ministersand saidthat they
are here for just
humanitarian aid and
nothing politics.
MNA

'Robes donated to storm-hit monasteries |

YaNncon, 20 May—
Minister for Religious
Affairs Brig-Gen Thura
Myint Maung today paid
respects to Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Jagara & Min
Kyaung Parriyati

Monagtery inKyauktanand
donated 206 setsof robefor
103 storm-hit monasteries.

Afterwards, the
minister together with the
deputy minister paid
homage to Shwedagon

Pagodaintheafternoon.He
aso viewed Maha Pasana
Cave and State Parriyati
Sasana University
(Yangon) onKabaAyehill
in Mayangon Township.
MNA

Ministers U Soe Tha, Maj-Gen Maung Maung Swe and Dr Kyaw
Myint meeting with Mr John Holmes, Under Secretary-General of UN
Emergency Relief Coordinator, and party.—mnNa

Minister Maj-Gen Khin Maung Myint inspects sub-power station at
No 1 Industrial Zonein Shwepyitha.—ep 2

33 KV pylonsset up in Shwepyitha,
Mingaladon Tsps

YANGoON, 20 May—
Minister for Electric
Power No 2 Maj-Gen
Khin Maung Myint met
with industrialists at
Industrial Zone No 1 in
Shwepyitha Township
yesterday and inspected
control and supply of
electric power.

Upon arrival at

21-5-08 NL 7

Hlawgar Sub-power
station in Mingaladon
Township, the minister
heard reports by officials
concerned onconstruction
of power line and
distribution of electricity.

He then looked into
replacing nine pylons at
Pyinmapin Industrial
Zone Sub-power station

in Mingaladon.
Theminister and party
inspected setting up of
33KV pylons along
Hlinethaya-Nyaugdon

road in Hlinethaya
Township, Sethmu 1
Street in  Yankin

Township and KabaAye
Pagoda road.
MNA

Orange

Supermarket donatesdry
noodleto victims

Y ANGON, 20May —
Orange Supermarket in
Yangon donated 10000
packages of dry noodles
to the storm victims here
from 10 to 14 May.

Employees of
Orange Supermarket
distributed dry noodlesto
the storm victims in

Homelan Wards in
Sangyoung Township, to
the storm victims in
storm-hit wards in
Mayangon Townshipand
to the victims in
Thingangyun Township
on 10, 11 and 12 May
respectively.
Arrangementshave

been made to donate cash
and kind to the storm
victims in Ayeyawady
Division. Those wishing
todonateprovisionstothe
storm-hit areas in
Ayeyawady Divisionmay
contact the Orange
Supermarket.

MNA

Wellwishers donate a Sangda truck for usein the rehabilitation work

of Hainggyigyun.—mnNA

Khaing Khaing Sangda M otor car
Manufacturing Co Ltd donatesa car

Yancon, 20 May—
Khaing Khaing Sangda
Motorcar Manufacturing
Co Ltd donated a Sangda
truck for use in re-
construction of Haing-
gyigyun that wasravaged
by the severe storm at a

7/30/18, 1:02 AM

ceremony held at
Ayeyawady Naval Re-
gion Command at noon
yesterday.

General Manager Mr
Yu Jian Chen of the
company handed over the
related documents to

Commander of the
command Commodore
Win Shein and officials.
The commander
gave the certificate of
honour to the wellwisher

and expressed thanks.
MNA
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Relief
aids
donated
by
Denmark
based
UNICEF
arrive
Yangon
I nter-
national
Airport.

MNA

Morerelief suppliesfrom inter national community
arrive at Yangon I nter national Airport

Factoriesin
Yangon
Inspected

YanGon, 20 May—
Minister for Industry-1 U
Aung Thaung today
inspected Ahlon Soft
Drink and lce Factory
under the Myanma
Foodstuff Industries on
Strand Road, No 1 Gas
Factory of the Myanma
Paper and Chemical
Industries on No 5
Thanlyetsun Street in
Botahtaung Township, the
cosmetics factory of the
MyanmaPharmaceuticals
In-dustriesin Thuwunna,
the rubber factory of the
Myanma General and
Maintenancelndustriesin
Thangangyun Township,
No 21 Blanket Factory of
the Myanma Textile
Industries, No 1 Garment
Factory inMayangon, and
the soap liquid factory of
the Myanma Phar-
maceuticals Industries.

MNA

YAanGoN, 20 May—
International community
are sending more relief
suppliesfor the storm-hit
regions.

Five C-130 planes
from the USA carrying
blankets, nylon ropes,
plastic sheets, water
buckets, nails, water

Thai medical
team provides
medical
treatmentsto

storm victims

Yancon, 20 May —
The Thai medical team,
together with Myanmar
health staff, has provided
medial treatments and
health careservicestothe
stormvictimsat therelief
camps in Labutta today.

On 18 May, the
Myaungmya Township-
basedteam met with Thai
Ambassador Mr Bansarn
Bunnag and Director of
theMinistry of Health Dr
Khin Maung Lwin. The
team from the Ministry
of Health, Thailand, is
currently in Myanmar
under the arrangement of
the Ministries of Health
and Foreign Affairs of
Myanmar. —MNA

21-5-08 NL 8

bottles, plywood and
foodstuff weighing over
42tonsarrived at Y angon
International Airport at
8.35 am, 9.30 am, 9.35
am, 3.35 pm and 4.15 pm
today, AN-12 plane from
Denmark based UNICEF
carrying medicines and
hospital equipment
weighing over 16 tons at
8.40 am, a plane from
Switzerland carrying
mosquito nets weighing

Relief
items
donated
by Red
Cross
Society
of Spain
arrive at
Yangon
Interna-
tional
Airport.

MNA

4tons, aplanefrom IFRC
carrying relief items and
kitchen wares weighing
6.68 tons, a plane from
UNICEF carrying water-
purifyingtabletsweighing
0.48 ton, a plane from
Korean Red Cross
carrying health related
items weighing 3 tons at
9.05 am, Y7-100 plane
from Laos carrying
varieties of medicinesfor
Laotian medical team at

10.30 am, MAI plane
carrying 111 packages of
relief suppliesprovided by
Baiyoke Hotel Group at
11.30 am, DC-8 plane
from Save The Children
of Britain (UK) carrying
tarpaulin, mosquito nets,
water buckets and
construction materials
weighing 39tonsat 1 pm,
IL-76 planefrom Finland
Red Cross carrying
tarpaulin, tent related

7/30/18, 1:02 AM

items and kitchen wares
weighing over 40 tons at
1.20pm, IL-76 planefrom
WFP carrying biscuit
weighing 40 tons at 1.35
pm, AN-12 plane from
Spanish Red Cross
carryingtarpaulin, kitchen
waresand personal health
related items weighing
14.52 tonsat 2.40 pm and
DC-8 plane from Red
Crossof the Netherlands
carrying personal health

related items weighing
35.89 tons at 3.20 pm.
Similarly, PG-701
plane from Myanmar
citizens in Thailand
carrying blankets,
mosquito nets and towels
weighing 2.9 tons arrived
at Yangon |International
Airportand MI1-518 plane
from Singaporean Red
Crosscarryingvarietiesof
medicines weighing over
6tonson 19 May.—MNA
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IWT vessaelsresume
regular runin
stor m-hit areas

Y ANGoN, 19 May—The Inland Water Transport
of the Ministry of Transport resumed four ferry vessel
services and 14 passenger and freight vessel services
from Y angon Division to Ayeyawady Division.

A total of eleven vessels including the above-
mentioned vessel sand other six passenger-and-freight
vessels from Monywa and Mandalay arrived here.

In supplying relief aidsto the storm-hit areasin
Ayeyawady Division, 28 vessels have run for 35
times—MNA

Resettlement tasks

carried out in Bogale Relief aids from Save the Children (UK) being unloaded from a planein Yangon I nternational
Airport. — MNA

Y ANGoN, 20 May—Under the supervision of
member of theNational Disaster PreparednessCentral
CommitteeMinister for Forestry Brig-Gen Thein Aung,
priority isbeinggiventoreconstruction of monasteries,
basi ¢ education schools, township hospital and offices
in storm-affected Bogale, Ayeyawady Division.

The leading committee and sub-committee
together with Htoo Trading Co are also implementing
resettlement tasks such as transport, health,
communication and power supply.

MNA

Relief aids from the Netherlands Red Cross being unloaded from a planein Yangon
I nternational Airport.—mna

Egyptian Govt to contribute cash to storm relief efforts

_ Y ancoN, 20 May — The Egyptian Committeefor | (affiliatedtothe ArabMedical Union),incollaboration

US $ 100,000 donated by Representative | | |yternational Relief hasallocated asum of LE 250,000 | withthelslamicRelief Agency inBritain, hasembarked
Mr Li Hong Yuan of China Nonferrous Metal | | (approximately US $ 45,000) as a contributionto the | on a relief project that includes dispatching tents,
o relief efforts for the victims of the cyclone. blankets, drinking water and medicinesto the victims
Mining (Group) Co Ltd.—mNA Moreover, theEmergency Relief Agency of Egypt | of the cyclone—MNA

Deputy Minister Col Hla Thein Swe accepts

Volunteersloading relief aids onto Shwepyiaung Ship for storm victims in Ayeyawady Division.—mNA

21-5-08 NL 9 7/30/18, 1:02 AM
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A file photo shows a man at the LG/Phillips booth
tries out a 52" touch screen displaying Google
Earth at the Consumer Electronics Showin Las
Vegas, Nevada.—INTERNET

Mubarak meets Abbasto
achieve M -E agreement

SHARM  EL-SHEIKH
(Egypt), 19 May —
Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak on Sunday met
with visiting Palestinian
President Mahmoud
Abbas in Egyptian Red
Sea resort Sharm el-
Sheikh on effortsto reach
a Palestinian-Israeli
ceasefire agreement.

Abbas, who is here to
attend the inaugural

session of the World
Economic Forum on the
MiddleEast later Sunday,
briefed Mubarak on the
outcome of histalks with
US President George W
Bush on Saturday.

After nearly one-hour
talks on Saturday with
AbbasinSharmel-Sheikh,
Bushsaidheis" absolutely
committed” to achieve an
Israeli-Palestinian peace

BowLinGg Green (Ken-

S Koreato open new atomic

disaster control centre

Seoul, 20 May — South Korea will open a new
atomic disaster control centreto enhancethecountry’s
ability to prevent and cope with emergencies, the
South Korean Government said on Monday.

According the Ministry of Education, Science and
Technology, the new centre is located 15 kilometres
from the Uljin atomic power plant, 330 kilometres
southeast of Seoul. It will be used to coordinate
protective measuresand hel p control the evacuation of
people in case of a serious accident.

The ministry said the new facility will belinked to
the country’s AtomCARE system that is designed to
monitor and give immediate warning about potential
problemsin nuclear power plants.

The Uljin atomic disaster control centreisthethird
of itskind. The first and second control centres were
opened near the Wolseong and Y ounggwang power
plantsin 2005 and 2007. The ministry said two more
facilities are to be built for the Gori power plant in
northern Busan and the Hanaro research reactor in
Dagjeon.

MNA/Xinhua

tucky), 19 May — With
time running out on her
White House campaign,
Hillary Clinton plugged
away on Sunday in her
uphill battle to overtake
Barack Obamafor the De-
mocratic presidential
nomination.

“It's not enough to
show up and cheer,” the
former first lady exhorted
a raly at Western Ken-
tucky University.“You' ve
got to get out and vote.

In USrace

Y ou'vegottobringevery-
body youcan findtovote.”

TheNew Y ork senator
started her day by attend-
ing church and then head-
ed off to “Get Out the
Vote’ ralliesinKentucky,
which along with Oregon
holdsDemocratic contests
on Tuesday.

Obama holds a com-
manding lead in the
pledged delegatesto this
summer’s party con-
vention that will pick a
candidate to run against

Clinton plugs away astime grows short

Republican John McCain
in November. While
Clinton was expected to
win handily in Kentucky,
Obama was ahead in the
polls in Oregon, leaving
only threemoreprimaries
before the party voting
ends on 3 June.
MNA/Reuters

deal by theend of theyear
as"it breaks my heart” to
see the suffering of the
Palestinian people.

However, Bush'shigh
profile expression of
supportsfor Israel during
his three-day visit there
on the Jewish state’ s60th
anniversary isin contrast
with a nonchalance over
the plight of the Palest-
inians, which arouses
growingscepticisminthe
Arab world over his
ability and sincerity toact
asan even-handed broker
between Israel and the
Palestinians.

Aneditoria inEgypt’s
state-owned Al-Gom-
huriadaily said Bush has
forgotten hisroleasajust
mediator of the Arab-
Israeli conflict and ex-
posed hisreal self.

MNA/Xinhua

McCain campaign adviser
quitsover lobbying ties

WAasHINGTON, 19 May
— A top adviser over-
seeing finances for Re-
publican Senator John
McCain’s presidential
campaignhasquitover his

ties with lobbying, a
McCaincampaignofficia
confirmed on Sunday.
Former Texas Repre-
sentative Thomas L oef-
fler, anational finance co-
chairman, is the latest
McCain adviser to step
down amid concern over
potential conflicts of
interest among lobbyists
inthecampaign. Heisthe
fifth person who worked
onMcCain’scampaignto
resign recently over links

to lobbying activities.
McCain, the presum-
ptiveRepublicannominee
to contest the November
presidential election, has
made ethics and transpa-
rency acenterpiece of his
campaign. Last week he
established a policy of
requiring advisers with
lobbyingtiestoseverthem
or leave. —MNA/Reuters

One of the highlights of HP’s expanded portfolio
of client virtualization solutions announced on 19
May, 2008, isthe HP 2533t Mobile Thin Client,
which combines industry-leading thin client and
business notebook technologies to enhance data
security and improve both ease of use and
reliability.—INTERNET

An overall view shows
four bed compartments
in the fan camp next to
the Ernst Happel
stadium in Vienna on 19
May, 2008. About 3,000
soccer fans are expected
to bring their sleeping
bags and stay per night
for 38 Euros during

EURO 2008 —INTERNET |
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UN sees chance for global ban
on cluster bombs

UNITED NATIONS, 19
May — The United Nati-
onsseesrenewed momen-
tum for a globa ban on
cluster bombsasmorethan
100 nations — but not the
world’'s top users and
stockpilers — gather in
Dublin to finalize an anti-
cluster munitions tregty.

A top UN official and
diplomats from countries
that support abansay there
is a good chance that the
conference, which starts
on Monday and runs
through 30 May , will end

7/30/18, 1:02 AM

withthesigning of atreaty
outlawing cluster bombs.
“1 seeamomentumthat
warrants cautious opti-
mism on what Dublin can
bring about,” AdMelkert,
associate administrator of
the UN Development
Programme, told Reuters.
Thereis anincreasing
“awarenessthat |eaving so
many devices spread
around istaking away the
peace from people after
conflicts, particularly for
children”, he said.
Cluster munitionsopen

in mid-air and scatter as
many as severa hundred
“bomblets” over wide
areas. They often fail to
explode, creating virtua
minefieldsthat cankill or
injure anyone who comes
across them.
TheUNDPsayscluster
munitions have caused
more than 13,000 con-
firmedinjuriesand deaths
aroundtheworld, thevast
majority of themin Laos,
Vietnam, Afghanistan,
Irag and Lebanon.
MNA/Reuters



| M F sees Sub-Sahara Africa
growth at 6.5% in '08

PreTORIA, 19May—Sub-
Saharan Africaisexpected
toregister economicgrowth
of 6.5 per cent this year
whiletheregion’sinflation
rate should comein at 8.5
per cent, a senior Inter-
national Monetary Fund
official said on Friday.

“Sub-Sahara Africa
continuestogrow at robust
rates and in 2008 we
expectittogrow at 6.5 per

Vibe Christensen, acting
director of the African
Department at the Fund,
said at aregional outlook
presentation at South
Africa s Central Bank.
OnTuesday theReserve
Bank said in a bi-annua
monetary policy review
that theregional economic
outlook remained pos-
itive, but that tensionsover
neighbouring Zimbab-

cent and inflation to be at
8.5 per cent,” Benedicte

we' sdisputed presidential
€lection posed adownside

Ukraine officially becomes
152nd WTO member

Kiev, 19 May—Ukraine became the 152nd member
of the World Trade Organization (WTO) on Friday,
following more than a decade of negotiations.

Overthe14yearsof access onnegotiations, Ukraine
implemented arangeof economicreformsand amended
more than 50 laws to bring the country into line with
WTO norms. According to the Ukrainian Economy
Ministry, Ukraine'sentry intoWTOwill haveapositive
effect ontheeconomy, especially boosting agricultural,
chemical and metals exports.—MNA/Xinhua

risk. The Central Bank is
also worried about spir-
aling inflation in South
Africa, and has strongly
hinted at further monetary
tighteninginabidtobring
themain CPIX consumer
gaugeback downtowithin
a3-6per centtarget range.
The targeted CPIX
inflation gauge has
persisted abovethetopend
of the target range since
April 2007, andjumpedto
a new five-year high of
10.1 per cent year-on-year
inMarch. Thecentral bank
lifted its repo rate by 50
basis points last month to
11.5 per cent, adding to
400 basis points worth of
increases since June 2006
to try to tame inflation.
MNA/Reuters
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Okpo shipyard of South Korea’s Daewoo Shipbuilding and Marine
Engineering (DSME) on Kogjeisland in a 2005 photo. A top shareholder in
Daewoo Shipbuilding and Marine Engineering Co Ltd said on Sunday it had
withdrawn from talks to have Goldman Sachs manage the sale of the South
Korean shipbuilder.—INTERNET

Vietnam might apply
rice export taxes

Hanol, 19 May—Vietnam’'s Finance Ministry is
drafting a document under which the country will
impose export taxes on rice export, instead of annual
ricevolumequotasasit currently does, | ocal newspaper
Vietnam Agriculture reported Monday.

When pricesof ricein the domestic market increase
considerably, Vietnam will raisethetaxesto limitrice
export. When the rice supplies are abundant and the
commodity’ spricesarelow, thecountry will lower the
taxes to boost the export.

According to alocal food expert, the current quota-
based rice export regulation has some shortcomings:
thestatedoesnot collect riceexport taxes, riceexporters
have to undergo cumbersome procedures set by the
Vietnam Food Association, and foreign-invested
enterprises in Vietnam, which will be alowed to
export rice from next year, may not comply with the
quota-related procedures— MNA/Xinhua

Areal estate” For Sale’

sign. One of the eight
inhabited Channel
islands off thenorthern
coast of France has
gone on the market, the
estate agency handling

Cargo volumerises 7.3 %
In April at HK airport

Hong Kong, 19 May—
Cargothroughput at Hong
Kong International Air-
port (HKIA) grew to
320,000 tons in April
2008, a 7.3 per cent in-
crease from April 2007,
HKIA said on Sunday.

Passenger traffic rose
0.4 per cent from April
2007, to 4.1 million. The

small increase was the
result of the Easter holi-
days in March this year
versusApril last year. Air
trafficmovementsrose2.6
per cent, to 25,060,
according to HKIA.
Chief Executive
Officer of Airport
Authority Hong Kong
Stanley Hui said that

thesalesaid.—INTERNET

April saw a significant
increase in cargo trans-
shipments, particularly to
and from the North
Americaandthe Chinese
Mainland. Imports and
exportstotheAsiaPacific
region as well as exports
to Europe and North
America also recorded
healthy growth, he said.

“We continue to watch
global marketsclosely. In
spite of an uncertain
economic outlook, our
view for themonthsahead
is cautiously optimistic,”
Hui added.

For the four months
ended on 30 April, 2008,
passenger volumerose7.8
per cent from the cor-
responding periodin2007,
to 16.2 million, while
cargo traffic grew 8.1 per
cent to 1.2 million tons.
Air traffic movements
increased 5.3 per cent to
99,320.

MNA/Xinhua

Bottle openers made of kangaroo scrotums sold as souvenirsin Sydney.

INTERNET
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US gasoline priceshit record $3.79/ gallon

New York, 19 May—
Theaverageretail priceof
a galon of regular grade
gasolineinthe USroseto
a new record high as the
cost of abarrel of crudeoil
pricecontinued itsascent,
an industry analyst said
on Sunday.

The US average retail
regular gasolinepricerose
to 3.7929 US dollars a
gallon on 16 May, up
nearly 17 centsinthe past
two weeks, according to
the nationwide Lundberg

7/30/18, 1:02 AM

survey of about 7,000 gas
stations.

Intwo areas—Chicago
and New York’s Long
Island — prices soared to
an average of more than
four US dollars a galon
for the first time, survey
editor Trilby Lundberg
said. The gasoline price
could rise to four US
dollars a gallon on a
national averagebasis, she
forecast. “The refinery
margin on gasoline is so
poor, | think the upward

pressure on the refining
margin will push up the
price at the pump, even if
crude oil does not,” she
said in an interview.
Refiners, who process
crudeoil tomakegasoline,
havebeenbattered by slim
margins for the past six
months as they have
struggledtopassonrecord
crude oil prices to
consumers. Some have
mothballed refineries in
response to the weak
margins.—MNA/Reuters
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TRADE MARK CAUTION

Nissin Shokuhin
Kabushiki Kaisha (Nissin
Food Products Co., Ltd.)
a company incorporated
in Japan, of 1-1, Nishina-
kajima 4-chome, Yodo-
gawa-ku, Osaka, Japan, is
the Owner of the following
Trade Marks:-

0

Reg. No. 1575/1993

TopRamen

Reg. No. 1578/1993

in respect of "Int'l Class 30:
Noodles, including instant
cooking noodles".

NISSIN

Reg. No. 1576/1993

Reg. No. 1577/1993

in respect of "Int'l Class 30:
Noodles, including instant
cooking noodles, vermicelli,
processed rice, coffee, tea,
cocoa, sugar, rice, tapioca,
sago, substitute for coffee,
cereals, preparation made
from cereals, processed
foodstuffs, including instant
cooking foodstuffs, bread,
pastry, confectionery,
molasses, honey, yeast,
baking powder, ice, salt,
mustard, pepper, vinegar,
sauce, spice, seasoning.”
Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the
said Trade Marks will be
dealt with according to law.
Win Mu Tin
M.A., HGP,DB.L
for Nissin Shokuhin
Kabushiki Kaisha
P. O. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 21 May 2008

TRADE MARK

CAUTION NOTICE
BRITISHAMERICANTO-
BACCO (BRANDS)INC, a
company organized under
thelawsof the State of Dela-
ware, United States of
America carrying on
business,through its licen-
sees and affiliates, as To-
bacco Manufacturers and
Merchants, and having its
principal office at 2711
Centerville Road, Suite 300,
Wilmington, Delaware,
19808, United States of
Americais the owner and
sole proprietor of the fol-
lowing Trademark:-

Reg. No. 4/ 7535/2007

Used in respect of -
“Cigarettes, tobacco, to-
bacco products, cigarette
filters, smokers' articles,
lighters, matches.” (Interna-
tional Class 34)
Any unauthorised use, imi-
tation, infringements or
fraudulent intentions of the
abovemark will bedealtwith
according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun

BA (LAW) LLB,LLM (UK)
P.O.Box 109, Ph: 723043
(For.British American
Tobacco (Brands) Inc.,
U.SA)

Dated. 21 May 2008

TRADEMARK
CAUTIONARY NOTICE
Notice is hereby given tha
Union Carbide Corpora
tion, a Company organizec
and exisiting under the laws
of the State of New York,USA
at 39 Old Ridgebury Road
Danbury, Connecticut, USA
Assigned to Eveready Bat
tery Company, Inc., Check-
erboard Square, St. Louis
Missouri, USA which is the
proprietor of the following
Trademark in several coun-
tries of the world including
Myanmar:

ENERGIZER

(Myanmar Registration
No.4/1527/1980)
(Myanmar Registration
No.4/5607/1998)

The aforesaid trademark is
being used by the above
party in respect of interna-
tional class 9 “Electric Dry

cells and batteries”

Any fraudulent imitation or
unauthorized use or any
otherinfrigement whatsoever
of the said Trademarks will
be dealt with according to the
laws prevailing in Myanmar.
U Myint Lwin, Advocate,
LL.B, DBL

Dip in Marine Affairs(UK)
myint advocate@mptmail netmm
Ph:371990 21.May.2008

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV KOTA TAMPAN VOY NO (188)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV KOTA
TAMPAN VOY NO (188) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 21.5.2008 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T whereit will
lieattheconsignee’ srisk and expensesand subjecttothe
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo

from the vessel.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after

the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SADVANCE CONTAINER

LINESPTELTD

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

[DONATE BLOOD]

Strike by ground staff hitssix
Norwegian airports

OsLo, 19 May—Ground staff at six Norwegian

airports began an indefinite strike over pay on Friday,
stranding up to 20,000 passengers before Norway's
biggest holiday weekend, civil aviation authority
Avinor said.

The airport in Bergen, Norway’s second largest
city, was closed and the stoppage threatened to affect
the main International Airport in Oslo, Avinor said.

“Therearealot of peopletravelling to bewith their
familieson Constitution Day (17 May), sothisconflict
is affecting thousands,” Avinor spokesman Sindre
Aanonsen said, adding that between 15,000 and 20,000
passengers were stranded.

“If the strike continues it may affect Odo,” he said.
The capital’s Gardermoen airport is Scandinavia's
second busiest hub after Copenhagen.

Other airportsaffectedwereHarstad, Narvik, Mol de,
Moi Ranaand Mosjoen. “Wehave madeour offer and
it wasrejected by theunions. It isout of our handsand
it' sreally impossibleto say whenthiswill beresolved,”
Aanonsen said.—MNA/Reuters
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20 dead as
bus plunges
INntoriver In

W Nepal

KatHmanbu, 20 May
— Atleast 20 peoplewere
killed and other 28 were
injured after a commuter
bus plummeted into the
Rapti RiverinDangDidtrict
in mid-western Nepal
Monday morning, local
mediareported.

Therewereanother 40
remained missing, while
eight of theinjured werein
critical condition, reported
a leading website THT
Online.

The passenger bus,
with dozens of pilgrimson
board, was bound for
Swargadwari in Pyuthan
DistrictfromKrishnanagar
of KapilvastuDisgtrictwhen
it plunged into the river,
some 150 metresbel ow the
road, the report said.

The report cited
District Superintendent of
Police Dhruba Mahara as
saying that some 20 bodies
had been recovered but the
deceased were yet to be
identified.

About 33 people have
been rescued, the report
said. — MNA/Xinhua

Mexico police chief quits
after drug gang threats

Ciubap Juarez, 19
May—A Mexican police
chief has quit his post
acrossthe border from El
Paso, Texas, after receiv-
ing death threats from
drug gangs that are
striking back at a
crackdownonsmugglers,
an official said on
Sunday.

Ciudad Juarez’'s top
policeman Guillermo
Prieto resigned just days
after suspected cartel hit
men killed thecity’sNo 2
police officer.

A former Army officer
will replace Prieto on
Monday. The army has
sent more than 1,000
troops with heavy wea
ponry and helicopters to
guell rampant violencein
the city.

“Thisisabout keeping
(Prieto) safe,” said a
source in the city's
police department who
spoke on condition of
anonymity.

police officers have been
killed in Mexico in the
last two weeks as
President FelipeCalderon
steps up his battle against
drug traffickers.

Calderon has sent
25,000 troops and federal
police to fight cartels
acrossMexicosince2006.
Thatincludes2,700troops
deployed last week to the
Pacific coast state of
Sinaloa, home to a
federation of drug gangs
run by Joaguin “Shorty”
Guzman.

Violencehassurgedin
Ciudad Juarez as Guz-
man’s gang and its main
rival, the Gulf Cartel, war
over smuggling routes on
the US border.

Morethan 2,500 people
havediedindrugviolence
so far thisyear, including
more than 200 people in
Ciudad Juarez.

MNA/Reuters

Tokyo evacuates
16,000 to defuse

wartime bomb

Tokyo, 19 May—
Tokyo ordered about
16,000 residents to
evacuate on Sunday while
abomb squad disposed of
an unexploded bomb be-
lievedtohavefallenduring
World War Il in western
Tokyo, Kyodo News said.
Ground Self-Defence
Force members removed
the fuse of the bombin a
two-hour operation earlier
in the day, and the Chofu
City government declared
theareasafeand called of f
the aert, Kyodo said.

MNA/Reuters

Philippineswarns
againgt illegal

match-makers

ManiLA, 19 May— The
Philippine Embassy in
Seoul, South Korea, has
warned against illegal
matchmaking agencies
after learning that some
Filipina women married
SouthK oreanmenthrough
illegal match-making
agencies, the Department
of Foreign Affairs( DFA)
said in a statement posted
on itswebsite Sunday.

The DFA quoted Philip-
pine Ambassador to South
Korea Luis Cruz as saying
inareporttheseagenciesact
as a front for mailorder
brides amidst reports that
the South Korean Govern-
mentissettocrack downon
interracial matchmaking
agencies that violate loca
laws and use deceptive
advertising.

MNA/Xinhua

Six high-ranking

Activists hold a protest
to mark World AIDS
Dayin Manilain early
December 2007. The
campaign against AIDS
marks the 20th
anniversary this week of
the publication of a
ground-breaking
medical paper which
described a suspect
virusfoundin a patient
who had died of the
disease.—INTERNET

7/30/18, 1:02 AM



Jordan’s Queen receives honorary
degreein Malaysia

KuaLa Lumpur, 19
May — Queen RaniaAl
Abdullah of Jordan
received a honorary
doctorate degree in inter-
national relations from
Universiti Malaya (UM),
Malaysia's oldest and
premier university hereon
Friday.

She received the
degree from UM chan-
cellor Sultan Azlan Shah
in aspecial convocation

at the university.

Queen Rania is the
second recipient of the
degree after Malaysia's
former permanent re-
presentativeto the United
NationsRazali |smail who
received it in 2006.

The degree was in
recognition of the con-
tributions and com-
mitment by Queen Rania
who had played akey role
in nurturing values of

tolerance and acceptance
of the global community
by encouraging inter-
cultural dialogues, UM
vice-chancellor Rafiah
Salim said.

After the ceremony,
Queen Rania briefly met
local and foreign students
and witnessed the signing
of a memorandum of
understanding between
UM and University of
Jordan. — MNA/Xinhua

British scientists develop gene
totreat heart patients

Lonpon, 19 May —
British researchers have
developed a new gene
therapy with the potential
totreat heart patientswith
an injection instead of
risky transplant surgery.
Accordingtoreportsfrom
The Sunday Telegraph,
the new therapy, thefirst
of its kind in Britain,
insertsagenecarried by a
modified virus into the
patient’s heart muscle
cells.

Thetherapy couldhelp
the cardiac muscles
aroundthedamagedtissue

caused by acardiac arrest
to beat harder and faster
and allow the heart to
recover most of itsoriginal
functions, saidresearchers
fromHarefieldHospital in
Middlesex and Imperial
College London.

The gene, known as
SERCA 23, couldincrease
heartbeats produced by
the undamaged heart
muscleand compensating
for the damaged tissue
because it causes heart
muscle cells to contract
more strongly and relax
faster, the researchers

noted.

The researchers have
been given approval to
use the geneticaly mo-
dified virus to treat 16
patients waiting for heart
transplants, according to
the daily.

“We are aiming to
make most of the heart
muscle that a patient has
|eft after a heart attack,”
said Professor Sian
Harding, a cardiac phar-
macologist at Imperial
College London leading
thetrial.

MNA/Xinhua
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Gardeners are seen planting flowers and plants, to form the country flags of
Turkey, Switzerland, Austria, the Czech Republic and Portugal around the
famous flower clock in the centre of Geneva, Switzerland, on 19 May, 2008.
Turkey, the Czech Republic, Portugal and hosting country Switzerland in
Geneva will play matchesin the Group A of the upcoming European Soccer
Championships from 7 to 29 June, 2008.—INTERNET

Diet, exercisetied to cancer survivor'’s

New Y ork, 19 May —
Just 5 per cent of US can-
cer survivors are meeting
expertss recommen-
dations on diet, physica
activity and cigarette
smoking, a new survey
shows.

But the more recom-
mendations a cancer
survivor did meet, the
better his or her health-
related quality of life
(HRQoL), Dr Christopher
Blanchard, of Dahousie
University in Halifax,
Canada, and colleagues
found.

“It appears that
meeting multiplelifestyle
recommendations may

\

A computer generated
image of HepatitisC
viruses. The World
Hepatitis Alliance has
said that chronic
hepatitis, which infects
10 times more people
than HIV, should be
given the same
attention such as
Al DS, tuberculosis and

malaria. — INTERNET
J

well-being
not only be beneficial from
a cancer recurrence/
mortality perspective, but
also from a HRQoL
perspective,” they writein
the 1 May issue of the
Journal of Clinical
Oncology.

In 2006, the American
Cancer Society issuedthree
recommendations on
heslthy lifestylebehaviours
for America's more than
10millioncancer survivors:
get at least 150 minutes of
moderate-to-strenuous
exercise, or an hour of
strenuous physical activity
every week; eat at least five
servings of fruits and
vegetables daily; and quit
smoking. Butresearchdone
intheUSand Australiahas
shown that many cancer

survivors do not follow
these recommendations.
To investigate the
percentage of US cancer
survivors who followed
the recommendations,
and see if doing so had
a relationship to
health-related quality of
life, the researchers
surveyed 9,105 survivors
of six different types of
cancer. Roughly 15 per
cent to 19 per cent were
egtingatleast fiveservings
of fruit and vegetables
daily, the researchers
found, while 30 per centto
47 per cent were getting
the recommended amount
of exercise. From 83 per
centto 92 per cent had quit
smoking.
MNA/Reuters

Mexican police seize
7 tonsof drugs

Mexico CiTv, 19, May
— Mexican police seized
about five tons of drugsin
the Gulf of California and
more than two tons at the
International Airport of

Chinese Cultural Week opensin Spain

MabriD, 19 May — A culturd
exchange event aimed at showcasing
China's colourful culture opened
Saturday in Pozuelo de Alarcon, a city
near the Spanish capital of Madrid.

Atanopeningceremony, city officials
said that since Pozuelo de Alarcon
established relations of friendly
exchanges with Beijing’'s Xicheng
District in 2006, the two sides have
launched exchangeeventsinthefiel dsof
economy, culture and social affairs. The

21-5-08 NL 13

Chinese Cultural Week will promote
understanding andfriendship betweenthe
two peoples, said the officials. Chinese
Ambassador to Spain Qiu Xiaoqi
expressed the hope that the event would
enhance the development of friendly ties
between the two countries. Some 200
people, including Spanish officials and
representatives of expatriate Chinese in
Spain, attended the opening ceremony of
the Chinese Cultural Week, which will
last until 30 May.— MNA/Xinhua

Wildfire burns homes, forces

evacuation in W Canada
OtTAawA, 19 May — Two homesweredestroyed and
several othersdamaged Friday whenawildfirebroke out
inwestern Canada sAlbertaprovince, authoritiessaidon

Saturday.

All of the 150 residents were evacuated from
Newbrook, anagricultural community northof provincia
capital Edmonton. A stateof emergency hasbeendeclared
forthearea. Bulldozershavebeenusedtobuildfireguards
aroundthecommunity andfour air tankersarebeingused
to attack the fire from the skies. The wildfire is getting
under control Saturday, firefighterssaid. — MNA/Xinhua

7/30/18, 1:02 AM

Mexico City on Saturday,
authoritiessaid on Sunday.

Three shipswerefound
on Saturday transporting
more than 4.8 tons of
marijuanaoff Y avarosBay
in the Gulf of Cdifornia,
and were detained seven
sea miles (about 12.9
kilometres) from the shore
by the police, Mexico's
Marine-Army Ministry
said. Meanwhile, Federd
PreventivePoliceseized2.4
tons of pseudoephedrine
delivered from India and
Hollandat thelnternational
Airportof MexicoCity,sad
Federal Public Security
Ministry. — MNA/Xinhua
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China’s Sun upbeat despite

uncertain City future

Banckok, 19 May — Chinainternational Sun Jihai
remains in the dark about his Manchester City future
but insists he still has what it takes to play in the
Premier League.

Sun hasyet to betoldif hiscontract will berenewed
but still expects to play in England next season after
several teams expressed an interest in signing the
versatile 30-year-old.

"I'm still very fit, till loving to play,” Sun told
reportersafter City's 3-1 defeat by aThailand all-stars
sidein Bangkok on Saturday.

"I'dlovetostay playingin Englishfootball. | haven't
had an answer from the club about renewing my
contract. I'm happy but | want to know where I'll be
playing."

Sun, who joined City six years ago from China's
Dalian Shide, added that he had been contacted by
several English teams.

MNA/Reuters

Portsmouth look forward

to debut season in Europe

Lonbon, 19 May — FA Cup winners Portsmouth
were cautiously relishing a maiden European cam-
paigninnext season'sUEFA Cup after winningthe FA
Cup for the first time since 1939.

Harry Redknapp's side beat Cardiff City 1-0 in
Saturday's final to secure their first major title since
winning the league championship in 1950, but coach
Joe Jordan insisted that the club must now look to
progress further.

"We've got try and make sure that we don't stand
still," Jordan told Sky Sports News before the team
departedfor avictory parade onthesouth coast | ater on
Sunday.

"The chairman has been great with Harry and al-
lowed himto do that and progressand bring playersin.
Now we'reintheUEFA Cup, well certainly belooking
to strengthen the sgquad.”

Portsmouth look forward to playing in Europe for
the first time knowing that with internationals like
Lassana Diarra, David James, Sol Campbell, Niko
Kranjcar and Jermain Defoe — cup tied on Saturday
— they have the players to compete.

MNA/Reuters
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Moscow, 19 May — Russia

Hiddink says contract stalemate could

hurt Russian hopes

side began preparations for next

Real Madrid's captain Raul
Gonzalez, right, and teammate Jose
Maria Gutierrez'Guti', left, celebrate
with the La Liga trophy at the Ma-
drid's regional government building
in Madrid, on 19 May, 2008. Real
Madrid celebrate winning their 31st
Spanish league title—INTERNET

coach Guus Hiddink warned on
Sunday that his protracted con-
tract negotiations could have a
negativeeffect ontheteamduring
Euro 2008.

Hiddink was reported to have
signed a new two-year ded in
March but last week he criticised
Russian FA president Vitaly
Mutko for dragging out the con-
tract negotiations.

"If | don't haveit ready by Euro
2008, it'snot theend of theworld.
| haveaverbal agreement withthe
Russian FA and for me a hand-
shakeisjust as good as a signed
deal," Hiddink told Reutersashis

month'sfinalsin Austriaand Swit-
zerland. "But of course, idedly |
would love to have it done before
Euro2008becauseit could distract
the team'’s attention."

Thehighly successful coach, who
led his native Netherlands to the
1998 World Cup semi-finalsbefore
repeating thefeat with South Korea
four years later, has been repeat-
edly linked with top coaching jobs
around the world. "If | go to Euro
2008 without a contract then every
Western media would love to talk
about my future. Probably at every
news conference | will be asked
that question—MNA/Reuters

Germany’s Dennis Gremelmayr returns a ball dur-
ing his 1st round match against Feliciano Lopez
from Spain at the ARAG ATP World Team Cup in
Duesseldorf, western Germany on 19 May, 2008.
Lopez defeated Gremelmayr 6-4 and 6-3.—INTERNET

Numancia secure promotion

toPrimeralLiga

MabriD, 19 May —Second division leaders
Numanciasecured promotiontothePrimeraLigawith
a0-0 draw at home to Alaves on Sunday.

Numancia are 12 points ahead of fourth-placed
Real Sociedad with four gamesleft to play and havea
superior head-to-head record over the team from San
Sebastian.

It will be only the fourth season in the Spanish top
flight for Numanciawho last won promotion in 2004,
only to return to the second division after finishing
19th in the 2004-5 campaign. — MNA/Reuters

Twente Enschede beat Ajax
to Champions L eague spot

AwmsTERDAM, 19 May — Twente
Enschede drew 0-0 with Ajax Amster-
daminthe Dutch playoff final second leg
on Sunday to secureaplaceinthe Cham-
pions League third qualifying round 2-1
on aggregate. Twente will play in the
competitionfor thefirsttimewhileAjax,
who finished the regular season as run-
ners-up to champions PSV Eindhoven,
have to settle for the UEFA Cup.

Twente dominated much of the match
although Ajax forward Luis Suarez had
the best chance midway through thefirst
half when he shot narrowly wide.

Twente's Youssouf Hers squandered
three opportunities to settle the tie while
Swedish midfielder Rasmus Lindgren
came closefor Ajax inthelast minute but
Sander Boschker saved. Intheplayoff fora
UEFA Cup firgt round place, Jeremain
Lensstruckinthe62ndminutetogiveNEC
Nijmegenal-Ovictory at NAC Bredaafter
winning thefirst leg 6-0. — MNA/Reuters
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Italian police
injured in clashes

at Inter match

Rowmg, 19 May — Two
Italianpoliceofficerswere
injured during clashes
with fans before a soccer
match in Parma on Sun-
day, local mediareported.

A 28-year-old police-
man suffered multipleab-
dominal injuries and was
admitted to alocal hospi-
tal. Itay's ANSA news
agency later said his con-
dition was not as serious
asinitially feared and that
hewasexpectedtorecover
within around three

Boxing promoter Don King, right,

celebrates Japanese challenger

Yusuke Kobori after defeating Nicara-

guan champion JoseAlfarowitha TKO

in the third round during their WBA

lightweighttitlematchin Tokyo, Japan,
on 19 May, 2008.—INTERNET

weeks.

The other officer was
injured by rocks hurled at
him by fansduring clashes
outsidethestadium, itsaid.

MNA/Reuters

7/30/18, 1:02 AM

Bulgaria rocked by final-day

crowd violence

Soria, 19 May — Bulgarian football was rocked by
another outbreak of crowdviolenceasriva fansclashed
during CSKA Sofia'sgame at Vihren on the final day
of the season on Saturday.

A group of Lokomotiv Plovdiv supporters, who
travelled to the southern town of Sandanski to fight
CSKA fans, attacked the CSKA enclosure from out-
sidethestadium, throwing missiles, stonesand bottles,
according to police reports.

One man was seriously injured and several suf-
fered minor injures while the match was held up for
10 minutes in the second half as police struggled to
restore order.

ChampionsCSKA wonthematch2-1. They clinched
their 31st league title earlier this month in front of an
empty stadium at Botev Plovdiv, themselves being
punished for crowd violence. Trouble continued out-
sidetheground, the CSK A team buspelted with stones
whilepolicesaid they had arrested 40 fanson Saturday
night. Six policemen suffered minor injuries.

"We detained the hooligans and they'll be charged
on Sunday," police commissar Konstantin Tatyanov
told reporters. — MNA/Reuters
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Storm kills 12 in Philippine
north, headsfor Japan

ManiLA, 20 May— A tropical storm swirled out
to sea off thenorthern Philippineson Monday after
killing 12 people, destr oying homesand floodingrice
paddies, weather and disaster officials said.

Halong, a tropical
storm with winds of 95
kilometres per hour at its
centre, logt strength as it
made landfall on Luzon's
northwestern region on
Sunday, and washeadedto
southern Japan by early
Tuesday.

TheNationa Disaster
Coordinating Council
(NDCC) reported12people
had died, about half of them
pinneddownby fallentrees
or hitby flyingdebrisinthe
provinces of Pangasinan,
LaUnion and Zambales.

About 35,000 people
wereaffected by thestorm,
most of them marooned by
floodsandlanddides. Wide

areas remained without
electricity as strong winds
toppled dectric posts and
tripped power lines.

“It would take at least
amonth to restore 100 per
cent power in my
province,” said Amado
Espino, the governor of
Pangasinan, one of two
provinces hardest hit by
Halong.

Espinosaid about 158
million pesos (3.7 million
USdoallars) worth of crops
such asriceand vegetables
were destroyed by floods
and hundreds of houses
madeof light material were
damaged by strong winds.

MNA/Reuters
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Over 200 road workershuried
by mud flowsin Schuan

Beling, 20 May—
More than 200 workers
wereburied inthe past two
daysby frequentmudflows
while repairing roads
damaged in the 12 May
Sichuan earthquake, said
Dai Dongchang, anofficia
with the Ministry of
Transport on Monday.

Da said this a an

online interview with the
central governmentwebsite
(www.gov.zn).It'snotclear
if they had died or not. Dai
isnotimmediately available
for comment.

Two construction
machines and six vehicles
werealsoburiedinthemud
flows, hesaid.

MNA/Xinhua
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Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas

85°E b

_WE 105°E 10°E :
5 N

DATE :20, 5. 2008

TIME : 06:30 hrs. M.ST

kT

MR MODERATE
A

Tuesday, 20 M ay, 2008

Summary of observationsrecorded at 9:30 hours
MST: During thepast 24 hours, rain or thundershowers
have been isolated in Magway Division, scattered in
upper Sagaing and Mandalay Divisions, fairly wide-
spread in lower Sagaing Division, Kayah and Kayin
Statesand  widespread in the remaining areas  with
locally heavyfalsin Y angonand Taninthayi Divisions
and isolated heavyfall in upper Sagaing Division. Day
temperatureswere (3°C) to (4°C) below May average
temperatures in Shan, Rakhineand Kayin States, Man-
dalay, Magway upper SagaingandBago Divisions, (5°C)
to (6°C) below May average temperatures in Kachin
Stateand Taninthayi Divisonsandabout May average
temperaturesin theremaining Statesand Divisions. The
noteworthy amounts of rainfall recorded were Nay Pyi
Taw (0.07) inch, Myeik (5.28) inches, Kawthoung
(5.08) inches, Yangon (Mingaladon) (3.74) inches,
Yangon (KabarAye) (3.62) inches, Yangon (Central)
(3.54) inches, Hkamti (3.23) inchesand Y e(1.96) inches.

Maximum temperature on 19-5-2008 was 89°F.
Minimum temperature on 20-5-2008 was 70°F. Rela-
tive humidity at (09:30) hoursM ST on 20-5-2008 was
96%. Total sunshine hours on 19-5-2008 was (0.5)
hour approx.

wind speed a Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (10) mph from
Souhwest at (13:30) hours MST on 19-5-2008.
Bayinference: Westherispartly cloudyintheNorth
Bay and monsoon ismoderateto strong in the Andaman
Seaand elsewherein the Bay of Bengal.
Forecadt valid until evening of 21-5-2008: Rainor

thundershowers will be scattered in Shan, Kayah States
and Magway Division, fairly widespread in Sagaing
and Mandalay Divisonsandwidespreadinthe remain-
ing States and Divisions with likelihood of isolated
heavyfalsin RakhineState, Y angon, Bago, Ayeyawady
and Taninthayi Divisions. Degreeof certainty is(80%).

Stateof thesea: Squallswith moderatetoroughsess
arelikely attimesoff andaongMyanmar Coasts. Surface
wind speed in squals may reach (35) to (40) mph.

Outlook for subsequent two days. Likelihood of
continuation of thundery conditions in the Central
Myanmar aress.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring area
for 21-5-2008: Oneor two rainor thundershowers.
Degree of certainty is (80%).

Forecadt for Yangon and neighbouring area for
21-5-2008: Some rain which may be heavy at times.

ﬁ\-}{?\f}\ ROUGH (j) chearsky | W0 gy 4 (B. ! .I“Li"). st Ral nfa“ on 20'5'2008 was (374) |nCheS at N .
SO Mingaladon, (3.62) inches a Kaba-Aye and (3.54) Degreeof certainty is(80%). _ _
AN YHVEOUGHL [ e gy St inches a Centra Yangon. Totd rainfal since 1-1-2008 Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouringar eafor
. was (27.44) inchesat Mingaladon, (31.57) inchesat Kaba- | 21-5-2008: Oneor two rain or thundershowers. Degree
e eV Aye and (33.82) inchesat Centra Yangon. Maximum | of certainty is (80%).
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National Disaster Preparedness Central
Committee issues News Release No. 6

Nay Pvi Taw, 20 May—The National Disaster Preparedness Central Committee issued News Release No. 6 today.

The full text of the announcement is as follows, —

News Release No. 6

1. Chairman of the State Peace and Devel opment Council Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than Shwe, accompanied by officials, has
inspected relief and rehabilitation tasks around Y angon and Ayeyawady Divisions since 18 May.

2. After comforting the victims, the Senior General gave guidance on collection of precise data and figures and effective implementation of rehabilitation works
after laying down plans systematically. He a so gave guidance on compilation of thelist of orphansin the storm-hit areas and opening of orphanagesin Pyapon
District and Labutta.

3. For thetime being, the collected storm-victim children are under care according to aspecia programme in Maubin and Myaungmya, and plans are under way

to comply with the guidance stated in para (2).

Date: 20-5-2008
Place: Nay Pyi Taw
\

National Disaster Preparedness Central Committee

| StateFlag flown at half mast to mourn victims |

Y ancoN, 20May— ThestormNargishit Ayeyawady,
Y angon and Bago divisons and Mon and Kayin states
gartingfrom9amon2May to 12.30 pmon 4 May. The
State Peaceand Devel opment Council issued Announce-
ment No 6/2008 on 19 May that the Cyclone hit
Ayeyawady and Y angon divisions, claiming many lives
and causing enourmous destruction to houses, religious
buildings, schoals, hospitals, watercraft, crop planta-
tions, and food supplies, and the three daysfrom 20 May
to 22 May 2008 inclusive were designated as the days of

4 N

INSIDE

Let’sreplace
earth bricks
with stone
ones (2)

The strings at-
tachedtotherdief sup-
plies carried by war-
shipsand military heli-
copter sarenot accept-
able to the Myanmar
people. We can man-
age by ourselves.
Myanmar has many
good neighbourly
countries. The people
remain unitedintimes
of emer gency.Now, we
have achieved success
in therdlief and reha-
bilitationtaskstoacer -
tain degree.

Kvyaw Min Lu
(SHWEPYITHA)

PaGE 6
\_ J
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mourning for theloss of lives of the people and the flags
had to be flown at half mast.

Therefore, Stateflagswereseenflying at half mast
starting from 9 am today to mourn the victims at the
government offices, City Hall, district, township, ward
PDC offices, schools, hospitals, hotels and houses in
Nay Pyi Taw.

Similarly, State flags were being flown at half
mast starting from 9 am at thegovernment offices, City
Hall, offices of the Division, District, Township and

Ward Peaceand Devel opment Councils, schools, hos-
pitals, hotelsand housesin Y angon Division. Foreign
embassiesin Yangon were also flying the State flags
of the nations concerned at half mast.

Likewise, Stateflagswere seenflying at half mast
to mournthevictimsstarting from 9 am at the govern-
ment offices and houses the whole country including
Mandalay, Taunggyi and Pathein. In like manner,
vehicles and people made a three-minute silence to
mourn the victims at 9:00 today.—MNA

A flag being flown at half mast at City Hall in Yangon.—wmnNA
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