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National Disaster Preparedness Central
Committeeissues News Release No 1

NAY Pvi Taw, 17 May — The National Disaster Preparedness

Central Committee issued News Release No 1 today.

The News Release No 1 is as follows:

News Release No 1

In the Union of Myanmar, a severe cyclone “Nargis’ hit the

coastal areas of Ayeyawady Division on 2™ and 3" May 2008

causing tremendous casualties and devastation and also swept

Y angon Division causing loss and damages.

The National Disaster Preparedness Central Committee held its

meeting at 8.30 am on 3" May 2008 in Nay Pyi Taw and the

Central Committee Chairman the Prime Minister and member

Ministers rushed to the storm-hit regionsto provide close super-

vision on rescue and relief works for the victims.

The Government immediately allocated 5 billion kyats asinitial

fund and over 20 billion kyats have been spent so far. Moreover,

the Government accepted donations from local and foreign
wellwishers immediately and the donations were accepted as
follows.

(@ Cash amounting to 5.588 billion kyats and relief items
worth 1.79 billion kyats totalling 7.378 billion kyats from
internal wellwishers up to 16" May.

(b) Cash amounting to 1.62 million US dollars and 2,096.71
tons of relief suppliesfrom foreign donors up to 16™ May.

However, some foreign news agencies broadcast false informa-

tion and thus some international and regional organizations are

assuming that the Government has been rejecting and preventing
aidsfor storm victims. Those who have been to Myanmar under-
stand the actual fact.

Hence, the information is released that the Government and the

people of Myanmar with thanks are accepting donationsin cash

and kind for the storm victims.
National Disaster Prepar edness
Central Committee
Dated: 17-5-2008
Place: Nay Pyi Taw

National Disaster Preparedness Central

Committeeissues News Release No 2

NAay Pyi Taw, 17 May — The Nationa Disaster Preparedness

Central Committee issued News Release No 2 today.

The News Release No 2 is as follows:

News Release No 2
Astheseverecyclone”Nargis’ hittheUnion of Myanmar, internal
and international wellwishers have been donating cash and kind
for the storm victims continuously.

The donations for the victims are accepted systematically by the

Donation Accepting and Supervision Body and distributed with-

out delay to the storm-hit regions by the Rehabilitation and

Reconstruction Committee. The distribution of donations to the

storm-hit regions up to 16" May 2008 is as follows.

(@ 363.924 tons of foods, medicines, purified water bottles,
clothesand tentsby helicoptersand aeroplanesof Tatmadaw
(AiIr).

(b) 872.8tonsof foods, medicines, constructionmaterials, clothes
and tents by vessels of Tatmadaw (Navy)

(c) 1,4715 tons of foods, medicines, purified water bottles,
construction materials, water purifiers, clothes and tents by
Tatmadaw vehicles.

(d) 2,905.5 tons of foods, medicines, construction materials,
clothes and tents by vessels of Inland Water Transport.

(e) Over500truck loadsof construction materialsby 35 private
construction companies daily.

Thoughitisdifficulttosendtherelief itemstodifferent placesfully

and immediately, forward camps and middle camps are kept open

to see that there are no needless delays.

Hence, the news is released that the donated relief items sent by

local and international wellwishersaredistributed promptly to the

storm victims. The relief items reaching the victimsin time and
consumed by them were shown to foreign guests, foreign diplo-
matsinthecountry, INGO membersand the EU Commissioner. In
addition, officials of UN agencies, representatives of donor coun-
tries, personnel of INGOs and individual wellwishers are also
invited to witness the relief work.

National Disaster Preparedness Central Committee

Dated: 17-5-2008
Place: Nay Pyi Taw
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PERSPECTIVES

Sunday, 18 M ay, 2008

Participate with heart and

soul in reconstruction tasks

Thewor |d seesnatur al disaster striggered
by climate changes such as earthquake,
volcanic eruption, floods and strong wind
that cost alarge number of human lives.

AlsoinMyanmar,somestatesand divisons
were hit hard by a severe storm on 3 May,
leaving a heavy loss of livesand property.

Thegover nment, mobilizingthecooper ation
of the people, social organizations and
departments, has carried out relief and
rehabilitation tasks phase by phase with the
local and international assistance such as
searching and evacuating storm victims,
providing temporary shdters, fulfilling ther
basicneeds and givinghealth car etothevictims.

Rescue and relief works can be expedited
effectivelythankstothemeasur esthegover nment
hastaken to materializetherdief undertakings
as scheduled. Now, local organizations,
entrepreneur sand thepeopleareworkinghard
tostepuptherehabilitationtasksfor regener ating
thenatural disaster-hit areas.

It isrequired to reconstruct the destroyed
hospitals and health care centresin order to
provide health care to the storm victims.
Likewise, the damaged schoolsin the disaster
affected areas need to be repaired with the
assstance of donor companiesin time.

Necessary measures are being taken
constantly to attend to the basic needs of the
peoplein therdief camps, while specialistsare
making field tripsto the storm-struck areasto
provide health care.

Therefore, at atime when health careis
being provided tothevictimsand basic needs
are being fulfilled in the areas, companies
and organizations have to participate with
heart and soul in thetasksthe government is
implementing for reconstruction of the
ravaged buildings in order to complete the
reconstruction tasks sooner.

S
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Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

v

Drinking water being supplied to the storm victims in Labutta Township, Ayeyawady
Divison.—mNA

Meeting to coordinate re-running industrial
zonesin Yangon held

Yancon, 17 May —
Chairman of Yangon
Division Peace and
Development Council
Commander of Yangon
Command Mgj-Gen Hla
Htay Win said that as
arrangements have been
made for factories and
workshops in industrial
zonesof Y angontoresume
going into commercial
operation as usual the

establishments need to
restore their power lines,
and that at present 175
megawatt is being
distributed to downtown
Yangon, at a meeting
between Y angon Division
Peace and Development
Council, Yangon City
Electric Power Supply
Board and chairmen of
industrial zones and
entrepreneurs held at the

meeting hall of Yangon
Command vyesterday
afternoon.

Next, charmen of the
respective indusirial zones
and officids reported to the
commander on work being
carriedouttoresumerunning
factories and workshops as
usual, renovation of
transformers and resuming
of work by employees.

After that, the Chair-

man of Y angon City Elec-
tric Power Supply Board
explained measures being
taken by YCEPSB, Soe
Electric Company, Yan-
gon Transformer and
industrial zonesfor supply
of power soonest.

After fulfilling the re-
quirements, the comman-
der made the concluding
remarks, whichbroughtthe
meetingto an end.—MNA

In memory of Daw Aye Kyi of Building-L, 2nd
Floor of Shwe Ingyin Yeikmon, Thuwuna,
Daughter Dr Daw Sann Myintandgrandchildren
Dr May Sann Maung, Dr Min Thuraand family
recently donateK 100,000to Jivitadhana Sangha
Hospital through U Maung Maung, Secretary of
Administration of the hospital —H

18-5-08 NL 2

MMA (Pathein) provides health careto victims

may contact Dr Kyi Pe, | Min Hsaung, Tel: 042-
Tel: 042-24292, Secretary | 24290.

YAnGoN, 17 May —
Executives of the Society
of General Practitionersof
Myanmar Medical
Association (Pathein)
provided health care
services to storm victims
beginning 7 May.

The medical team
comprising Dr Aung
Nyein, Dr Sit Tin, Dr
Thein Myint and Dr Nay
Aung left for Pyink-
hayaing, Phonedawpyae,
Didugon, Thingangonand
Thetkethaung village-
tracts on 7 May. Women
doctors are also giving
health care servicesto the
victims at the temporary
clinic.

Those wishing to
donatemedicinesand cash

DrSitTin, Tel: 042-24425
and Joint-Secretary Dr

Dr Reddy pharmaceu-

medicines worth K 1.2
million to Chairman of
MMA (Pathein) Dr Kyi

tical company donated ' Pe. — MNA

Health personnel of Universities Hospital and Ya Ya Ya Japanese
Scholars collectively carry out clean-up work of the fallen trees

and fence in the compound of the hospital.—H

7/30/18, 6:45 AM



Russia, China, I ndia seek Afghan
anti-drug “ belt”

Y EKATERINBURG, [(RusS ),
16 May — China, Indiaand
Russia caled on Thursday
for thecreation of asecurity
belt around Afghanistan to
halt the spread of herain.

Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrovsad
a joint communigque on
boosting links between the
three large developing
countries would ook at
enhanced cooperation on
humanitarian aid, fighting
terrorism and combating
drug trafficking.

“We discussed the
situation around Afgha-
nistan, wherethedrugthreat
emanates. It would help to
build drug-secure belts
around Afghanistan,”
Lavrov said after holding
talks with his Chinese and
Indian counterparts in this
Urds city. Afghanistan,
devastated by threedecades
of Soviet occupation and
civil war, accounts for 93
per cent of world opium
output, accordingto United
Nations data

Around 90 per cent of
the globa supply of heroin

emanates in Afghanistan,
withoutputincreasingsince
the fall of the Taleban
regimein late 2001.

One of the main drug
trafficking routes from
Afghanistan lies across
sparsely populated post-
Soviet Central Asia to
Russia. Fromthere Afghan
drugs make their way to
Europe.

Lavrov, together with
his Indian and Chinese
counterparts, said they
wanted to  boost
cooperation after talksin

Y ekaterinburg. The city
sitsonamajor geographic
division along-side the
Ural mountains that
divideEuropefromAsia.
“1 believe that againgt
the backdrop of a multi-
polar world it is necessary
to advance cooperation
between Russia, Chinaand
India, the three countries
that are rapidly growing
and enjoying strong eco-
nomic growth,” said
Chinese Foreign Minister
Y ang Jiechi.
MNA/Reuters
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People are guided to an army boat which will take them away from their

earthquake-hit hometown of Wenchuan, Sichuan Province, on 16 May, 2008.

Chinastruggledtoburythedead and help tensof thousandsof injured, homeless

and hungry on Friday, four days after a massive earthquake which is expected
to have killed more than 50,000.—INTERNET

Chavez reviews Colombia ties after
| nterpol report

Bocota, 16 May —
Venezuelan President
Hugo Chavezon Thursday
warned he was reviewing
ties and commerce with
Colombiaafter anInterpol
report authenticated rebel
documents that Bogota
says prove the leftist has
supported guerillas.

Accusations based on
the files are reheating
tensions after a March

diplomatic crisis in the
Andean Region, where
Colombia has become
Washington's staunchest
ally and Venezuela and
Ecuador are among the
fiercest critics of US
policies.

Colombia, whichalong
with the United States
|abelstheFARC terrorists,
seized the laptops in a
Marchraidonarebel camp

Seven diein clashes

inside Ecuador that killed
aguerillaleader andbriefly
raised fears of border
clashes among the three
neighbours.
International police
agency Interpol saidearlier
on Thursday the FARC
documents were real and
showed no tampering, but
alsosaidit could not verify
the contents. Chavez
dismissesBogotascharges
asUS-backed propaganda.
MNA/Reuters

Visditorslook at carpets
and household knits
from the Rhodope
mountain region,
during an exhibition
called 'The colours of
Rhodope' representing
folklore diversity in the
region, in the
Bulgarian capital
Sofia, on 13 May,
2008.—INTERNET

Thousands displaced
by floods in Philippine

MAaNILA, 16 May —Thousands of Filipinos were
displaced after flash floodsdestroyed several housesin
fivevillagesinNegrosOccidental, central Philippines,
reported local television network ABS-CBN News
Thursday.

The provincia office of the Department of Social
Welfareand Devel opment said morethan 5,821 people
were displaced by flash floods, while 10,000 others
were affected by floods.

The Philippines Atmospheric, Geophysical, and
Astronomical Services Administration said on
Wednesday that L uzonin northern Philippinesand the
central region of Visayaswereexpected to comeunder
heavy rains as an active low pressure area devel oped
into a full-blown typhnoo near Visayas.

The westher bureau has also warned of landslide
and floods that could be brought about by heavy rains
and storms. —MNA/Xinhua

In Sadr City

BacHDAD, 16 May — Clashes between Shi'ite
militiamen and security forcesin Baghdad's Sadr City
slum killed seven people and wounded 19 overnight,
Iragi police and hospitals said on Thursday.

The dead were all men and the wounded included
three women and three children, they said.
TheUSmilitary, which hasbeen engagedin nearly
two months of urban warfare with militants in Sadr
City and other stronghol dsof Shiitecleric Mogtadaal -
Sadr, said it knew of two deathsin fighting overnight.
"Wekilled twothugs," Lieutenant-Colonel Steven
Stover, a spokesman for US forcesin Baghdad, said.
"Baghdad is relatively quiet.”
MNA/Reuters
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A Los Angeles City
fire helicopter makes a
water drop on a brush

fire near the Griffith

Observatory in Los

Angeleson 15 May ,
2008.—INTERNET

7/30/18, 6:45 AM

Two Russian police
Killed in Dagestan

Interior Ministry assaying
avehiclewiththreeofficers

Moscow, 16 May —
Two police officers were

killed while patrolling a
small village in central
Dagestan on Thursday,
Russian news agencies
reported.

The Interfex news
agency quoted Dagestan’'s

wasshot at duringaroutine
patrol of the village
Gubden. Two were killed
and one was wounded.

In October last year
attackersburned downthe
house of Gubden’s police

chief about 10 days after
unknown gunmen opened
fireon Russianriot police
in the village, wounding
two, Interfax reported at
thetime.

In September 2007 the
Islamic judge of a local
mosque in Gubden was
killed before morning
prayers, with an armed
underground Dagestani
Islamist group claiming
responsibility, accordingto
the Chechnya Weekly, a
US watchdog newsletter.

MNA/Reuters
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A helicopter carrying suppliesfor storm victims arrivesin Bogale
Township.—MmNA

Cash and kind for storm victims

Nay Pyi Taw, 17 May — Departments
concerned, social organizations, families of
Tatmadawmen and wellwishers have provided cash
and kind to storm victims.

Departments concerned and wellwishers from
Shan State (North) presented K 61,949,860, donors
from Shan State (East), cash and kind donation worth
K 431,700, familiesof Tatmadawmenandwellwishers
from Shan State (South), K 914,350 and supplies
worth K 2,241,200, wellwishers from Kayin State, K
700,000 and foodstuff, clothes and personal goods
worth K 17,809,610, wellwishers from Taninthayi
Division, constructionmaterial s, clothesand foodstuff
worthK 6,949,000, wellwishersfrom Sagaing Division,
K 66,543,850 and supplies worth K 10,388,860 and
donors from Mandalay Division, foodstuff, clothes
and medicinesworth K 32,716,000 for storm victims
through the subcommittee.

Up to 17 May, the cash and kind donation
totalled K 7,709,071,305. — MNA

Air Force participatingin rehabilitation
tasks

Nay Pyi Taw, 17 May -
Helicopters of the Defence Services
(Air) transported 16.7 tons of relief
supplies to Bogale, Setsan,
Kyeinchaung, Hlaingpok,
Mawlamyinegyun, Wakema,
Myaungmya, Pathein, Dedaye,

Kyondah, Lekkhokkon, Kungyangon,
Labutta, Pyinsalu, Pyapon, Hainggyi,
Polaung, Hlinebonand Kwinpauk regions
yesterday.

So far, atotal of 358.18 tons of
relief goods have been transported to the
storm-hit regions. — MNA

I nter national relief suppliesflowing by air
to Myanmar

Y ANGON, 17 May—Theinternational community isproviding relief supplies
tothestorm-hit areasfrom 6 upto 16 May. Eight passenger flightshave transported
relief items by air 36 timesto Myanmar. The following table shows flights name,
aircraft, relief supplies and weight.

Personal goods donated to storm victims

Yancon, 17 May
— Edible oil agents and
Fruit and Vegetables
Enterpreneurs of Nay Pyi
Taw Pyinmana, Nay Pyi
Taw Lewe, Nay Pyi Taw

Tatkon, Yamethin and
Pyawbwe townships
today donated clothes,
mosquito nets, blankets,
personal goods, saucers
and basin bowls worth K

10 millionto local people
in storm-hit regions
through the National
Disaster Preparedness
Central Committee.
MNA

KOICA assistsin Irrigation Technology in Myanmar

YaNGoN, 17 May—
Therepresentativesof the
Korea International
Cooperation Agency
(KOICA) and the
Irrigation Department,
Ministry of Agriculture
and Irrigation, signed the
Record of Discussionsfor
a project with the aim to
upgrade Myanmar

infrastructure of water
control by sharingKored's
knowledge and modern
facilities to avoid the
floods in the future on 6
May, 2008.

The signing ceremony
of the Project “Capacity
Building for Irrigation
Technology in Upper
Myanmar” was made by

KOICA survey team,
consisting of KOICA
resident representative,
KOICA officer in-charge
fromHeadquartersandfour
irrigation experts, as well
as the Director General of
the Irrigation Department
and other officialsfromthe
Ministry of Agricultureand
Irrigation.—H

Officialsof Irrigation Department and KOI CA exchange notes at the
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sgning ceremony.— H

No | Flight Date Aircraft Goods Ton
Organization
1 |Thai flight(T.G) | 7-5-08| A-300-600 | generator, tent, electric wire 12.82
7-5-08| A-300-600 | tent 11.38
8-5-08 | A-300-600 | tent 5.6
10-5-08| A-300-600 | relief supplies, biscuit 10
10-5-08| A 300-600 | communication device, antenna | 0.4
11-5-08| A 300-600 | tent 6
12-5-08| A 300-600 | foodstuff, personnel supplies, 8
medicines, towel, tooth
paste/brush, water purifier/
purified tablets
13-5-08 | A 300-600 | kitchen utensil 4
13-5-08 | A 300-600 | kitchen utensil 24
14-5-08 | A 300-600 | rescuerelief supplies 34
15-5-08 | A 300-600 | medicines 152
16-5-08 | A 300-600 | pot, plate, personnel supplies 9.1
2 | Thai Air Asia| 15-5-08 | B-737 bucket, clothes, blanket, steel 12
food carrier
16-5-08 | B-737 tarpaulin, plastic bucket 23
3 | Bangkok 9-5-08 | A-320 cannel food, foodstuff box 2.09
Airways 11-5-08 | A-320 Drip bottle 3.6
13-5-08 | A-320 medicine 1.45
14-5-08 | A-320 medical equipment 7.8
4 | Singapore 7-5-08 | A-319 medicines 13
Airways 9-5-08 | A-320 chocolate, biscuit, mosquito net | 3.2
(Silk Airline) | 10-5-08 | A-320 tent, blanket, biscuit, 24
10-5-08 | A-320 6-capacity tent, ground sheset 29
11-5-08 | A-320 foodstuff 3
13-5-08 | A-320 household supplies 0.6
13-5-08 | A-320 tent 2.8
14-5-08 | A-320 relief supplies 3.26
15-5-08 | MI-518 blanket, ground sheet, purified | 2.23
water, foodstuff
16-5-08 | MI-518 bed roll, relief supplies 2.39
5 | Maaysia 9-5-08 | B 737-400 | medical equipment 0.38
Airline 14-5-08 | B-737 medical equipment 2.8
6 | International | 14-5-08 | MD-82 clothes, personnel supplies 12.3
Airways 16-5-08 | MD-82 rescue supplies 9.38
7 | Jet Star Airline | 9-5-08 | A-320 medical equipment, satdlite phones| 0.3
16-508 | B-727 medicines 15
8 | Mandarin 8-5-08 | B-737 Biscuit, instant noodles, 3
Airline purified water
15-5-08 | B-737 medicines 2.13

7/30/18, 6:45 AM

(To be continued)
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Diplomats, resident representatives of ASEAN Secretariat and officials of UN agenciesand ECHO view arrival of suppliesto

Labutta Township.—MNA

Diplomats, resident representatives of ASEAN Secretariat and UN
agenciesvigit relief campsin Yangon and Ayeyawady Divisions

YaNGoN, 17 May—The group (1) comprising
diplomats of the embassies based at home and in
foreign countries to the Union of Myanmar, respon-
sible persons and resident representatives of the
ASEAN Secretariat and UN agencies, led by Minister
for Energy Brig-Gen Lun Thi, Director-General U
Kyaw Kyaw of the Protocol Department under the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, left here by helicopter
and arrived at Kyondahvillagerelief campin Dedaye
Township at 8 am today.

The minister briefed them on the natural disaster
that occurred in the divisions, and relief, supply and
rehabilitation tasksunder the supervision of the Chair-
man of the National Disaster Preparedness Central
Committee the Prime Minister, committee member
ministers, deputy ministers and officials.

Member of the group viewed the control office of
therelief camp, solar energy system, accommodation
of victimsin tents, distribution of relief items, supply
of electric power with the use of a generator, clinic,
water purifying machine, supply of drinking water
from tube-wells, mess, kitchen, and |latrines. Officials
conducted them round the camp.

On arrival at Dedaye, they were briefed by the
minister on conditions of the township, and work
progressin relief, supply and rehabilitation tasks.

In response to the queries raised by group mem-
bers, the minister and officialsexplained relief, supply
and reconstruction worksbeing carried out in priority.

The guests observed accommodation of the vic-
tims family-wise, supply of electricity and drinking
water, storage of supplies, and clinic.

They proceeded to Kungyangon in Y angon Divi-
sion. Attherelief campinthetownship sportsground,
Minister Brig-Gen Lun Thi gave an account of |osses
due to the storm, and relief, supply and rehabilitation
undertakings.

They viewed health care provided to the victims
by theteam led by Commandant Brig-Gen Tin Maung
Aye of No (1) Defence Services Genera Hospital
(1000-bed) Mingaladon, and tents, distribution of re-
lief items and drinking water.

Atthecontrol officein Kungyangon Basic Educa-
tion High School No 2, the minister and group mem-
bers viewed the goods donated by local and interna-
tional donors. Next, they distributed relief aid to the
victims.

They arrived back here in the afternoon.

Similarly, thegroup (2) consisting of diplomats of
the embassies based at home and in foreign countries
to the Union of Myanmar, responsible persons and
resident representativesof the ASEAN Secretariat and

18-5-08 NL 5

UN agencies, led by Minister for National Planning
and Economic Development U Soe Tha, Deputy Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs U Kyaw Thu and heads of
department, left here by air and arrived at Pyapon
Township at 8.15 am today. They viewed the condi-
tions of the township by car.

Next, they observed supply of electricity, phone
linesinstalled, dispensary, medical store, mess, kitchen,
latrines and supply of purified water. Officials con-
ducted them round the camp.

At relief camp (1), Minister for Hotels and Tour-
ism Maj-Gen Soe Naing dealt with the losses in the
township. Replying to the questions, the ministersand
officials clarified rehabilitation works in addition to
relief and supply tasks.

Thegroup membersproceedtoBogale. They were
welcomed there by Minister for Forestry Brig-Gen
Thein Aung and officials. At Bogale Township M ater-
nal and Child Welfare Association Office, local au-
thorities explained losses, progressin relief, rehabili-
tation works and health care services.

Minister U Soe Tha and officials replied to the
gueries of the resident representatives and diplomats.
The minister, the deputy minister and group members
observed health care to the victim patients and water
purifiers. At the relief camp in Bogale BEHS No 1,
they looked into health care services, accommodation
of thevictims, supply of drinking water, and storage of
relief items.

They proceeded to Setsan village relief camp in
Bogale Township and inspected the control office,
accommodation of the storm victims, distribution of
relief goods, supply of electricity, dispensary and
supply of drinking water. They arrived back here at 1
pm.

Likewise, the Group-3 made up of diplomats,
resident representatives of UN agencies and officials
of ECHO led by Minister for Social Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement Mgj-Gen Maung Maung Swe |eft
here thismorning by helicopter and arrived at Maubin
at 7.45 am.

At the office of Maubin District Peace and Devel-
opment Council, they heard a report presented by
Chairman of Maubin District PDC on losses and
damages caused by the severe storm.

Next, Minister Maj-Gen Maung Maung Swe and
diplomatsinspected the resettlement of stormvictims,
supply of drinking water, meals and messing room.

They proceeded to Mawlamyinegyun where they
were welcomed by Minister for Progress of Border
Areas and National Races and Development Affairs
Col Thein Nyunt and officials.

7/30/18, 6:45 AM

At the Dhammayon of local battalion, they heard
a report presented by Lt-Col Tun Tun on losses and
damages caused by the severe storm, and Minister
Maj-Gen Maung Maung Swe and Minister Col Thein
Nyunt gave supplementary reports.

Next, theministersand officialsreplied to queries
raised by the diplomats.

After looking into damages to Mawlamyinegyun
by car, they arrived at the jetty of Ship Entrepreneurs
where they viewed the arrival of relief supplies.

Onarrival at No 1 Basic Education High School of
Mawlamyinegyun, they met with the Headmistress
and teachers and saw to the damages caused by the
storm.

They then heard a report on health care services
presented by officials of the Ministry of Heath at
Mawlamyinegyun Township People’s Hospital and
inspected the hospital.

When they arrived at Labutta by helicopter, they
were welcomed by Minister for Cooperatives Maj-
Gen Tin Htut and Col Kyaw Lin Tun of South-West
Command.

At the Bayint Naung Y eiktha, the ministers and
diplomats heard a report presented by Minister Maj-
Gen Tin Htut on accommodation of storm victims,
installation of telephone lines and renovation of the
hospital.

Next, ministers and officias replied to queries
raised by the diplomats.

Onarrival at LabuttaTownship People sHospital,
they inspected the OPD and medical ward and heard a
report presented by Director of Health Department U
Soe Lwin Nyein on medical treatment given to the
patients.

Next, they went onto Ayeyawady Jetty in Labutta
and observed the prompt transport of relief suppliesby
the double-dacker Maykhaof Inland Water Transport.

After that, they viewed the accommodation and
meals of storm victims in shelter boxes at the relief
camp opened at Y adanadipa Sports Ground.

Afterwards, Minister M gj-GenMaungMaung Swe
and diplomatswel comed Chairman of National Disas-
ter Preparedness Central Committee Prime Minister
Genera Thein Seinwhoarrivedat L abuttafrom Pathein
at 1.20 pm.

They thenlooked into therepair of roof at Labutta
BEHS No 2.

After inspecting the relief camp opened at
Hlaingphone Village BEHS, Labutta Township, Min-
ister Maj-Gen Maung Maung Swe and diplomats | eft
the village and arrived back here in the evening.

MNA
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MWAF donatesrobesto monksin
storm-hit regions

Y ANGON, 17 May —
Vice-Presidents of
Myanmar Women's
Affairs Federation Daw
KhinLay Myint and Daw
Khin Thet Htay, the CEC
members, the heads of

department and the
leadersof working groups
presented 50 sets of robes
worth K 466,500 to
membersof the Sanghain
storm-hit areas through
Deputy Minister for

Social WelfareRelief and
Resettlement Brig-Gen
Kyaw Myint at the Fire
Services Department
(Head  Office) in
Mayangon Township this
morning. — MNA

Medical Universities, training
schools under repair

Y ANGON, 17 May—
Deputy Minister for
Construction Brig-Gen
Myint Thein this morning

inspected reconstruction | trainingschoolsandgenera

work of Universities of
Medicines, lecture halls,

hospitals. He gave ingtruc-
tions and attended to the

nursing and midwifery | needs—MNA

|ndian medical team arrives

Y ANGON, 17
May— A 47-member
medical team comprising
specialists, technicians
and nurses led by Dr
Prafull Mohan of India
arrived at  Yangon

International Airport by
IL-76  flight this
afternoon to provide
hedlth care servicesto the
victims in the storm-hit
areas of Ayeyawady and
Yangon Divisions.

Indian medical team including specialists,
experts and nurses led by Dr Prafull Mohan
arrive at Yangon I nternational Airport.

MNA
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They were
welcomed there by
Indian Military Attaché
Colonel Manoj Mukund
Naravane and officials of
the Indian Embassy,
Director-General U
Myint Tun of the Fire
Services Department and
officials.

The IL-76 flight
also carried 15 tons of
medicines donated by
India. — MNA

Vice-Presidents of MWAF Daw Khin Lay Myint and Daw Khin Thet
Htay present 50 sets of robes worth K 466,500 for storm-hit monks to
SWRR Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Myint.

MNA

Members of medical team led by Dr Pichit Siriwan of Thai Red Cross
Society and medicines arrive at Yangon I nternational Airport.—mnNa

Thal medical team arrives at
Yangon I nternational Airport

YANGON, 17 May
—Two C-130 flights
carrying a 30-member
medical team comprising

15 specialists, one
psychiatrist, one
contagious disease
specialist, one

veterinarian and 12
nurses led by Dr Pichit

Siriwan of Thai Red
Cross Society landed at
Y angon International
Airport this afternoon.
They were
welcomed by Thai
Ambassador Mr Bansarn
Bunnag and embassy
staff, Director-General U
Myint Tun of Fire

Services Department,
Medical Superintendent
Dr Daw Nu Nu Tha,
Director Dr Kyee Myint
of Health Department
and officials.

The flights also
carried 10.45 tons of
medicines donated by
Thailand. — MNA

7/30/18, 6:45 AM
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Diplomats, resident representatives and officials of UN agencies and ASEAN
Secretariat observe accommodation of storm victim families at relief camp
in Dedaye Township.—mNA

Prime Minister General Thean

Sein inspectsrehabilitation...
(from page 16)

The Prime Minister said as monsoon is setting
in, arrangementswill be madefor farmersto carry out
their farm work by opening tractor camps under the
leadership of Agricultural Mechanization Department.
Necessary farm equipment will also be provided for
peoplewho earntheir living by engaging infarming or
fishery.

The Prime Minister and party arrived back
Y angon from Pyapon by Tatmadaw aircraft at 4.30
pm. Relief works have all been completed in the
disaster-hit townships in Ayeyawady and Yangon
Divisions. Likewise, enough work has been done for
looking after the victims. In addition, officials con-
cerned arefulfilling all requirements by opening rear,
middle and forward relief camps.

Asregards communication, Myanma Posts and
Telecommunications has arranged to ensure commu-
nication not only in downtown areas but aso at for-
ward relief camps. Ministry of Livestock and Fishery
has al so made arrangementsto breed livestock such as
poultry and cattle— MNA

Deputy Health Minister visits Dedaye,
Kungyangon, Kawhmu townships

Y ANGON, 17May—
Deputy Minister for
Health Dr Mya Oo
yesterday morning
facilitated afield medical
team with medicines and
asked after families of
warded storm victims at
Dedaye Township
People' s Hospital .

Next, the deputy
minister consoled storm
victims being admitted to
the hospital and looked
into the storage of
blankets,  operation
theatre, female medical
ward, delivery room, X-
ray unit and gave
necessary instructions.

After that, the
deputy minister inspected

supply of drinking water,
health care centre, shelter
boxes, latrines, messing
and bathing places and
gave instructions to
officials concerned.

Later, heinspected
supply of drinking water,
latrines and water guard
and opening of clinic for
storm victims at the
Sasana Beikman
Dhammayon relief camp
in Dedaye Township and
the Dhammikayon relief
camp in Kungyangon
Township and attended to
the needs.

Next, he visited
storm victims receiving
medical treatment at the
OPD of Kungyangon

Township  People’'s
Hospital, delivery room,
renovation of operation
theatre, medical store, X-
ray unit and re-roofing of
the hospital.

On arrival at the
Central Relief Camp in
Kawhmu Township, the
deputy minister inspected
supply of drinking water,
openingof clinicfor storm
victims, messingroomand
latrines and fulfilled the
requirements.

At the relief camp
in Hsinchan Village, he
viewed medical trestment
given to storm victims by
afieldmedical teammade
up of specidlists, use of
latrines, supply of

Myanmars in Brunel donate medicines

YAaNGoN, 17 May—Myanmar
citizensin Brunel donated 237 packets
of assorted medicines for storm-hit

regions toofficial sthroughthe Embassy
of the Union of Myanmar in Brunei
today. —MNA

drinking water and

personal hygiene and left

necessary instructions.
MNA

Basic Education High School of Mawlamyinegyun Township under reconstruction.—mna
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Deputy Health Minister Dr Mya Oo inspects
supply of drinking water to relief camp
in No 2 ward of Dedaye Township.
MNA

Construction materials and
foodstuff arrive Myaungmya

Y ANGON, 17 May—MYV Ngagyi carrying about 60
tons of construction materials and foodstuff arrived at
Myaungmyaon 15 May.

Members of Township Fire Brigade and social
organizations and local peopleled by Lt-Col Nyi Nyi
Thein Zan of relief control committee and Chairman
of Myaungmya Township Peace and Development
Council U Aye Han unloaded the supplies from the
ship.

The supplies donated by Japan, the People's
Republic of China, the Republic of Singapore and
Thailandfor stormvictimsfor Labuttaweretransported
to 27 relief campsin the township by motor vehicles.

The supplies include tents, personal goods,
medicines and foods. In Myaungmya over 10,000
people were accommodated in 27 relief camps.

Officials concerned provided health services and
foods to the victims. —MNA
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Relief suppliesfor storm-hit regions donated by Thailand arrive at Yangon | nternational
Airport. —MNA

Progress of rehabilitation and reconstruction
Inspected in M awlamyinegyun Township

YaNGoN, 17 May — Member of the Natural
Disaster Preparedness Central CommitteeMinister for
Progress of Border Areas and National Races and
Development Affairs Col Thein Nyunt is supervising
relief tasks in Mawlamyinegyun.

On 15 May, anaval vessel and Min Than Toe
Double Decker carrying the minister, accompanied by
Chairman of the Township Peace and Development
Council U Aung Kyaw Khaing, departmental offi-
cials, Secretary of Township Union Solidarity and
Development Assaciation U Ko Ko Lwinand special-
ist Dr Aung Myo Tun of North Okkalapa General
Hospital and officials along with relief aid arrived at
Kyahon Village.

They suppliedrelief goodsdonated from abroad
to about 2,000 storm victims of Kyahon Village-tract.

Staff of the Development Affairs Committee
and members of social organizations roofed the mon-
astery. Members of the medical team provided health
care services to the patients.

InKyatshar Villageof Mawlamyinegyun Town-
ship, they systematically presented food and relief aid
donated from abroad to over 3,000 victims. Specialists
also provided medical treatment to 150 patients on
board MinThan ToeDoubleDecker. Staff of DACand
social organization members roofed the village dis-
pensary and cleaned the pond.

Theminister and party alsosuppliedrelief goods
to over 1,000 victims from Kyonlamugyi Village and
itssurroundingvillages. Speciaistsalsoprovided health
care services to the patients.

Theminister and party viewed reconstruction of
villages along Myinkakon and Ayeyawady Rivers.

A total of 33,295 victims from 84 villages of
seven village-tracts in Mawlamyinegyun Township
have been accommodated in their respective villages
with the use of tents donated from abroad. The Town-
ship Natural Disaster Preparedness Committeeispro-
viding rice and foodstuff for them.

MNA

Relief items donated by Department for I nternational Development from Britain arrive at
Yangon International Airport.

MNA
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|nter national relief
suppliesarrive at
Yangon International
Airport

YANGon, 17 May —AN-12 flights carrying 38
tons of fivetemporary clinics, five boats, four genera-
tors, 55 shelves, life jackets, extinguishers and con-
struction materials donated by WFP, AN-12 flight
carrying 11 tons of supplies donated by JICA, four C-
130 flights carrying 50 tons of 1440 packages of
medical equipments, plastics, purified drinking water,
blankets and foodstuff donated by the US, three IL-76
flights carrying 82 tons of 14 boats and accessories,
water tanks, medical equipment and plastic sheets
donated by Department for International Develop-
ment in Britain, C-130 flight carrying 12 tons of
medicines and foodstuff donated by Thailand and an
aircraft carrying 33tonsof water tanks, water purifiers,
tarpaulins and emergency lights donated by IFRC
arrived at Yangon International Airport today.

Similarly, TG-303 flight carrying 9 tons of
kitchen utensils donated by IFRC arrived at Yangon
International Airport last night.

Relief supplies donated by international com-
munities have been sent to storm-stricken areas with-
out delay by helicopter, vehicles and vessel.

MNA

Electric Power No 2
Minister inspects power
supply tasks

Y ANGON, 17 May — Minister for Electric Power
No2Maj-GenKhinMaungMyintinspected production
and distribution of concretelamp postsof Y angon City
Electricity Supply Board in Hlinethaya Township
yesterday.

The minister also looked into production of
steel fix and steel sieve to be used in construction of
concrete lamp posts and measures being taken for
meeting the set standards.

Next, theminister inspected erecting pylonsand
installation of 33 KV Double Circuit power lines
linking sub-power station and industrial zones being
carried out by skilled workers along Hlinethaya-
Nyaungdon motorway.

In the afternoon, the minister together with
Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Win Myint oversaw
installation of power lines, connections and supply of
power at Maubin District Electrical Engineer’ s Office
in Ayeyawady Division. — MNA



Rehabilitation taskscarried
out in Hainggyikyun

NAY Pyi Taw, 17 May — Adjutant-General Maj-
Gen Thura Myint Aung arrived in Hainggyikyun by
helicopter with relief supplies yesterday.

The adjutant-general and officials inspected
progressof repair of Hainggyikyun BEHS and houses
inwards, unloading construction materials, foodstuff
andkitchenutensilsfromavessel and gaveinstructions
on repair works, arrangements for farm works and
supervising tasks for distribution of supplies.

Next, theadjutant-general oversaw condition of
villages in Hainggyikyun and Labutta Townships by
helicopter.

Onhisarrival at LabuttaTownship, theadjutant-
general together with Minster for Construction Maj-
Gen Saw Tun and officialstransported relief supplies
by helicopter to the storm-hit villages.

Next, theadjutant-general together withMinister
for Cooperatives Maj-Gen Tin Htut inspected
rehabilitationtasksbeing carried out by Tatmadawmen,
staff of Ayeyar Shwe Wah and Max Myanmar
companiesandwellwishers, givingmedical treatments
attheclinicsopenedby Directorateof Medical Services
of theMinistry of Defenceand Ministry of Health, and
gave necessary instructions.

Adjutant-General Mgj-Gen ThuraMyint Aung
together with Minister for CooperativesMaj-Gen Tin
Htut and Minister for Industry-2 Maj-Gen Saw Lwin
discussed progress of rehabilitation tasks and
requirements in storm-hit areas— MNA

Minister visits stor m-hit
villages

YANGoN, 16 May—Minister for Religious
Affairs Brig-Gen Thura Myint Maung presented
suppliesto stormvictimsat Sitkon monastery inward
7 and Welpyan monastery in ward 9 in Thongwa
Township yesterday.

Next, theminister offered robesand provisions
tothe Sayadaw of Anauk monastery in Migyaungkan
village and donated 50 robes to members of the
Sangha of 18 monasteries in seven village-tracts in
the townships.

At the compound of Htangyi pagoda in
Phayagyi village, the minister met with the villagers
and presented suppliesto them.

A team led by township USDA Secretary Dr
Myint Thein gave medical treatment to the villages.

Minister Brig-Gen Thura Myint Maung
presented supplies to the storm victims of ward Nos
land 3.

MNA
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Labutta Township People's Hospital under repair.
MNA

Storm-hit areas gain easy accessto
telecommunication linksthrough CDM A-450

YancoN, 17 May — To ensure better
telecommunicationsandtodorelief work intimeinthe
storm-hit areas of Y angon and Ayeyawady Divisions,
Myanma Posts and Telecommunications under the
Ministry of Communications, Posts and Telegraphs
has been providing coastline and off shore seamobile
system (CDMA 450) tel ephoneservicesfor ad-hocuse
since5 May.

Kungyangon, Kayan, Kyauktan and Kawhmu
have got easy accessto telecommunicationslinkswith

Yangon on 5 May, and Myaungmya on 7 May,
Ngapudaw, Bogale on 8 May, Dedaye and
Hainggyikyun on 9 May, Pyapon on 10 May, L abutta
and Kyaunggon Townships on 16 May gained easy
access to telecommunication links with Ayeyawady
Division.

All the storm-hit areas have had access to
telecommunicationslinksthrough CDMA 450 system
and there have been easy communications between
local, foreign and the storm-hit areas.—MNA

Bumrungrad International Hospital provides medical equipment

Y aNGoON, 17 May—The Thai Ambassador and
Resident Representative of Bumrungrad | nternational
Hospital Dr Moe Nyan Kyaw presented medicines
and medical equipment worth US$ 100,000 donated
by Thailand-based Bumrungrad I nternational Hospital

to storm victims to officials of Yangon Genera
Hospital, Children’s Hospital and Myanmar Medical
Association yesterday. Air Bagan transported the
medicines and medica equipment from Thailand to
Myanmar free of charge. — MNA

| Health care coverage for Ayeyawady Division

YaNGoN, 17 May—Health employees of
medical teams formed by Ayeyawady Division
Health Department under the Ministry of Health for

taking care of storm victims provide health care
services to storm victims in Labutta, Ngaputaw,
Pyapon and Bogale Townships daily.— MNA

Tents provided for storm victimsin Dedaye Township. —MNA
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Malaysia’08 rice Imports
torise 30%

KuaLA Lumpur, 16
May — Malaysia's rice
imports are likely to jump
amog a third to 900,000
tonsthisyear, asthenation
steps up efforts to boost
reservesandreinininflation
to stave off socia unrest.

The government will
also unveil two pro-
grammes next month to
increase food supplies to
maintain reasonable and

Honda' s ASIMO robot
conductsthe Detroit
Symphony Orchestra

recently.—INTERNET

stable prices, Agriculture
Minister Mustapa
Mohamed said.

Globd prices of staple
foodshaverisen morethan
40 per centinthelast year,
causingshortages, hoarding
and riots in some
developing countries.

“Normally we import
700,000 tons a year,”
Mustapa told reporters.
“We have signed adedl to
buy 200,000 tons more to
boost our stockpile.”

The minister said
Malaysiawas aso looking

ataproposal tobuy 300,000
tonsthisyear on top of the
900,000 tons.
“Tomaintainreasonable
and stable prices, | will be
announcing in June, two
programmestoensurefood
supply in the country,”
Mustapatold aconference
earlier,butdidnoteaborate.
Malaysia, which meets
nearly 70 per cent of itsrice
demand from domestic
production, is studying a
proposal to increase land
under paddy cultivation.
MNA/Reuters
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A file photo shows a model shows Vodafone KK’s 3G handsets 703SHf, the
company' s first model mobile phone embedded with a Mobile FeliCa
smartcard, over a card reader, demonstrating how the handset can be used at
a reader-equipped cash register to make payments, during an unveiling in

Tokyo.—INTERNET

Vietham to export

Hanoi, 16 May —
Vietnammay lowervolume
of rice for export to 4.4
million tons in 2010, 4.3
milliontonsin 2015 and 3.
8milliontonsin2020from
4.5 million tonsin 2007 to
ensure national food
security, loca newspaper
Labour reported Thursday.

Vietnamisestimated to
produce roughly 37.6
million tons of paddy rice
in 2010, and over 39.6
million tons in 2020 from

35.9 million tons in 207,
the newspaper quoted the
assessment of thecountry’ s
Ministry of Agricultureand
Rural Development as
reporting. Around 1.7 kilos
of paddy riceturnsout one
kilos of rice.

Vietnam's rice
consumptionper capitawill
decrease, but the total
consumption isforecast to
annualy rise one per cent
in the coming years dueto
the country’s bigger

essrice

population, and higher rice
demand for the two local
animal feed and rice
processing industries as
well asfor reserve.
Vietnam exported
nearly 1.6 million tons of
rice worth 775 million US
dollars in the first four
monthsof thisyear, posting
year-on-year surgesof 11.6
per cent and 72.7 per cent,
according to the country’s
Generd Statistics Office.
MNA/Xinhua

Norway’s oil production to be
lower in 2008

SrockHowm, 16 May —
Oil productionin Norway
will be dlightly lower in
2008, but gas production
will maintain continuous
growth, according to
forecasts by the
Norwegian Govern-
ment initsrevised budget
for 2008 published on
Thursday.

Total oil productionis
estimated at 2.4 million
barrels per day (bpd) in

expected to continue to
decrease gradualy in the
coming yesars.

Gas sdles in 2008 are
estimated at 100 billion
cubic metres, which is
roughly 10 per centhigher
than in 2007. Gas sales
are expected to keep
growing in the coming
years, the Ministry said.

Dueto highoil prices,
thecountry'snet cashflow
fromthepetroleum sector

hasreached arecord level
in Norway, the Ministry
said.

The country'snet cash
flow from the petroleum
sector is estimated to hit
356 hillion kroner (about
70 billion US dollars) in
2008, 54 bhillion kroner
(about 10.5 hillion US
dollars) more than the
previous estimation, the
ministry added.

MNA/Xinhua

Malaysia’'sAirAsia X to offer
KL-Perth flights

KuaLa Lumpur, 16
May — Maaysia's low-
costcarrier AirAsiaX will
start a new direct service
to Perth, Western
Australia, from Kuala
Lumpur on 2 November,

its director Tony
Fernandes said here on
Thursday.

The average fare to
Perth, including other cost
like fuel surcharge, will
be just under 400 ringgit
(122 US dallars), he said

at the launching of the
carrier’s destination to
Perth here.

For thoseoptingfor the
business class seats, the
return fare is about 2,000
ringgit (612 US dollars),
he said.

Thelonghaul, low cost
carrierwill offer six return
flights per week between
Perth and Kuala Lumpur,
and isalready planning to
increasetheflightstodaily

return flights by March
2009, Maaysian national
news agency Bernama
reported.

The route will be
serviced by the airline's
new wide-bodied Airbus
A330 aircraft, giving
passengers a level of
service not normally
expected from low cost
airlines, AirAsiaX saidin
a statement on Thursday.

MNA/Xinhua

2008, down from a
previous estimate of 2.5
million bpd and also
slightly lower than in
2007, the Ministry of
Petroleum and Energy
saidinastatement, adding

that oil production is

Rescuers march into
Hongbai Township as
theroad is blocked by

thelanddidesin Shifang
in southwest China’'s

Sichuan Province on 15
May, 2008.—INTERNET
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OPEC lowersglobal ail
demand prediction for 2008

VIENNA, 16 May — The Organi zation of Petroleum
Exporting Countries(OPEC) forecast anaveragedaily
global oil demand of 86.95 million barrelsfor 2008 in
its monthly report released on Thursday.

Thisestimatewas 0.02 million barrelslessthan the

previous forecast in April.

OPEC said the oil demand of the United States
would remain unchanged this year, while demand
from the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) countries would slightly
decrease. It said non-OECD countries such as India,
on the contrary, would have a stronger demand.

MNA/Xinhua
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Hygienic Purified Drinking Water for

Healthy Living

We are capable of and have been providing and promptly
installing hygienic and price worthy potable water and purified
drinking water systems with equipment for all types and sources of
water from rivers, rivulets, streams, lakes, ponds, dams, wells and tube
wells.

We offer humanity based and economical prices for (donors),
governmental departments, private and public business entities, UN
organizations, embassies, NGOs and would be donors.

Supreme Water Doctor

# 87/88, Bahosi Complex, Bogyoke Aung San Rd, Lanmadaw Tsp, Yangon.

Ph : 01 229791-2-4-5-6-7, 01-215549, 215673, 09 20 23503, 067-21032, 23002-4
Hot Line : 0980 23809, 0950 08204

Algerian court jails 20 for lifein drugs case

ALGERs, 16 May — An link with radical Islamists
to fan violence in the
Maghreb, where al-
Qaeda’s north African
wingistryingtoexpandits
support beyond itsbasein
Algeria— MNA/Reuters

China punishes 17
disaster-relief disruptive

rumour monger s

Beuing, 16 May — China's public security
departments have punished 17 rumourmongersin the
wake of the disastrous earthquake as of Thursday,

Algerian court sentenced
20 people, including a
Libyan national, to life
imprisonment on Wednes-
day after finding them
guilty of smuggling
cannabis, court officials
said.

The accused, all
alleged membersof adrug
smuggling ring, were
arrestedinwesternAlgeria
near the Moroccan border
in February. Police said
they had 144 kilos of

cannabisresinwhichthey
were trying to smuggle
from Morocco to Libya.
The court in the
westerntownof Oran, 400
kilometres (250 miles)
from Algiers, sentenced
seven other suspected
members of the gang to
betweentwoand20years
imprisonment, they said.
The Algerian Govern-
ment has stepped up a
campaign against drug
trafficking this year,
fearing smugglers might

US House panel votesto cut
European missile funds

WasHINGTON, 16 May
— A US House of
Representatives com-
mittee voted on Wed-
nesday to withhold over
half of about 720 million
US dollars sought by the
Bush Administration to
start building missile
defence sites in Poland
and the Czech Republic.

The Democratic-
controlled House Armed
Services Committee cut
233 millionUSdollarsin
researchand devel opment
and 140 million US
dollars for
construction projects,
pending approval from
the two countries for the
projects, among other
things.

The action was part of

military

the committee’s version
of a540-hillon-US-dollar-
plus fiscal 2009 defence
policy hill.

The Senate Armed
Services Committee said
1 May it had agreed to
fully fund President
GeorgeW. Bush' srequest
for 719.8 million US
dollars to start deploying
up to 10 interceptor
missiles in Poland and
installing atracking radar
in the Czech Republic.

Boeing Co would
install the interceptors;

Raytheon Cowould build
the radar system.
Funding for the
Europeansiteswouldtotal
4.5 billion US dollars
through 2013, according
tomilitary spending plans
sent to Congress in
February by Bush.
Eventually, differences
between the House and
Senate defence authori-
zation bills must be
ironed out and signed by
the president to take
effect.
MNA/Reuters

McCain’swifeurged to
release tax returns

CoLumsus (Ohio), 16
May Republican
presidential candidate
John McCain came under
criticism on Wednesday
for his wife Cindy’'s
refusal to release her tax
returns.

The Arizona Senator
|ast monthrel eased histax
recordsfor 2006 and 2007
but not those of his much
wealthier wife, who
inherited a multimillion-
dollar Anheuser-Busch
beer distributorship, from
her father. Her net worth
isestimated at around 100
million US dollars.

The McCains, who
marriedin 1980, say there
is no need for Cindy
McCain to release the tax
documents because the
couplekeeptheir finances
separate. Citing privacy
concerns, the candidate’s
wifetold NBC's“ Today”
show last week shewould
not release the returns
even if she became first
lady.

Some newspapers
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havejoined Democratsin
calling for the release of
Cindy McCain's tax
records. “The candidate
should get his wife to
reconsider,” “The
Washington Post wrotein
an editorial on
Wednesday. “The last
thing the country needsin
a new president is more
secrecy.” —MNA/Reuters

according to the Ministry of Public Security here on
Thursday.

Public security bureaux in 11 provinces and
municipalitiesincluding Hebel, Liaoning and Anhui,
found morethan 40 messagesthat circulated malicious
rumours about the earthquake on the Internet and
found 17 people were responsible.

The ministry failed to mention what exactly the
rumours were, but claimed that these people “ spread
false information, made sensational statements and
sapped public confidence”.

Among them, two were put in custody by local
public security bureaux, a means of punishment that
ranges from one to 15 days' detention, another two
were asked to write apologies and another 13 were
given warnings. — MNA/Xinhua

2.2m die annually from
occupational accidents

Lacos, 16 May — More than 2.2 million people
lose their lives through occupational accidents and
from work-related diseases associated with chemicals
released in the work environment, local media
Wednesday quoted an official with the International
Labor Organization (ILO) as having said.

Amadi Njoku, the Director of the ILO office for
Nigeria, Ghana, Liberiaand Sierra Leone, stated this
Tuesday in Abuja during a regional workshop on
chemical hazard communication for the Economic
Community of West Africa States (ECOWAS)
countries.

ThelLOofficial said thesituationwasworseinless
devel oped societiesdueto poor education and lack of
information on the hazards and ways to mitigate
them.

“In general, the health situation in the world is
improving and life expectancy has increased.
However, occupational diseases and injuries still
force millions of people out of work, many of them
forever,” he said.

“Everyyear, 2.2 millionwomendiein occupational
accidents and from work-related diseases,” he added.

Njoku said by conservativeestimates, workerssuffer
270 million occupational accidents and 160 million
episodes of work-related diseases each year, adding
that out of thenumber, about 35 millionwerecaused by
chemicals— MNA/Xinhua

Pakistan, Indiato resume
peace talks next week

IsLamABAD, 16 May — Pakistan and India will

resume their peace talks next week, said Pakistani
Foreign Ministry spokesman Muhammad Sadiq on
Thursday.

Indian External AffairsMinister Pranab Mukherjee
will travel to Islamabad and hold “ministerial-level
review of thefourth round of Pakistan-1ndiacomposite
dialogue on 21 May” with his Pakistani countrpart
Shah Mahmood Qureshi, said Sadig.

The ministerial meeting will be preceded by the
foreign scretary-level review meeting on 20 May,
Sadiq told aweekly news conference.

Thetwo sideswill review the progress made on all
the eight issues under the fourth round of composite
dialogue and set the timetable for the fifth round.

MNA/Xinhua

An Australian grey kangaroo scratchesitsleg at Sydney’s Taronga Zoo in this

7/30/18, 6:45 AM

file photo.—INTERNET



Sanxingdui Ruins Museum, the age-old heritage site, became one of the
victims of the Monday earthquake in western China. — XiNHUA
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Thal Princess, Red Cross donate
nina quake relief

for C

Banckok, 16 May —
Thailand'sPrincessMaha
Chakri Sirindhorn on
Thursday madeapersonal
donationof 100,000RMB
(some14,286 USdollars)
in cash to help disaster
relief in China after a
strong earthquake hit the
southwestern province of
Sichuan.

Earlier on the day,
representatives of the

Thai Red Cross Society
and the Chaipattana
Foundation under royal
patronage, also passed on
adonation of 200,000 US
dollarstoChinaRed Cross
Society.

Princess Sirindhorn,
met Zhang Guoging,
Charge d'Affaires of the
Chinese Embassy, at
Bangkok's  Chitrada
Palace Thursday after-

noontohandhimher letter
in Chinese to Chinese
President Hu Jintao,
expressing her condolence
to victims of the 7.8-
magnitude earthquake on
May 12 that has claimed
over 15,000 lives and | eft
many villages and towns
indebris, andgoodwishes
for the Chinese' relief
work.

MNA/Xinhua

L ess pollutant vehicles gaining
ground in France

Paris, 16 May
Environmental conscious
French people are
increasingly buying more
fuel efficient cars, which
emitlessgreenhousegases
responsible for global
warming and climate
change, France' s Agency
for Environment and
Energy Management
(ADEME) has said.

However, according
to areport covering 2007
published by the agency
earlier thisweek, thefour-
wheel polluting monsters
are also gaining a lot of
ground among consumers
inthe country, the French
media reported on
Wednesday.

According

to

ADEME, nearly 50 per
cent of all vehicles sold
last year, compared to 47
per centin 2006, belonged
to the so-called “green”
auto classes dubbed A, B
and C, which emit less
than 140 grammes of
carbon dioxide per
kilometre.

With an estimated
average emission of 149
grammes carbon dioxide
per kilometrefor al sales
of new cars, France has
maintained thus the third
largest of most sober

European  countries

behind Portugal and Italy,

according to the report.
MNA/Xinhua

NASA “Phoenix” spacecraft ready
for Marslanding

WAaSsHINGTON, 16 May
—NASA’sPhoenix Mars
Lander is preparing to
end its long journey and
begin a three-month
mission to taste and sniff

fistfuls of Martian soil and
buried ice.

Thelander is scheduled
to touch down on the Red
Planeton25May according
to the mission updates

Sri Lankan Special
Task Force soldiers
walk at the scene of a
bomb explosion in
Colombo on 16 May,
2008.—I NTERNET

released on Tuesday.

Phoenix will enter the
top of the Martian
atmosphere at almost
13,000 mph (about 20,000
km per hour). In seven
minutes, the spacecraft
must complete a
challenging sequence
of eventsto dow to about
five miles per hour (about
8 kilometres per hour)
before its three legs reach
the ground.

“This is not a trip to
grandma’s house. Putting
a spacecraft safely on
Mars is hard and risky,”
sad Ed Weliler, associate
administrator for NASA's
Science Mission Direc-
torate." Internationally,
fewerthanhdf theattempts
have succeeded.”

MNA/Xinhua

New rumbling from Chilean
volcano worries experts

SANTIAGO, 16 May —
Chile's Chaiten volcano
groaned, rumbled and
shuddered on Thursday,
raising new concerns
among authorities, as
lightning boltspiercedthe
huge clouds of hot ash
hoveringominously above
its crater.

Chile’s National
Emergency Office,
ONEMI, said heavy ash
kept shooting from the
volcano in southern Chile
as it generated small
tremors.

On the ground, heavy
flooding hit the area
around Chaiten asfalling
ash swelled rivers,
overflowing their banks.

“There’s been
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additional  volcanic
activity that we're realy
worried about,” regional
governor Sergio Galilea
told reporters.

The Chaiten volcano,
760 miles (1,220
kilometres) south of the
capital Santiago, started
eruptingon 2 May for the

first time in thousands of
years, spewing ash, gas
and molten rock into the
ar. — MNA/Reuters

Bayer pullsUS Trasylol supplies

Boston, 16 May —
Bayer AG is removing
remaining supplies of its
heart-surgery  drug

after study

Trasylol from the US
market after a long-
awaited study found it
raised the risk of death

/Ring-tailed lemurs play
at the Amneville' s zoo,
eastern France.
Researchersat two US
universities have found
that, at least for smaller
primates like squirrel
monkeys and lemurs,
climbing isno more
difficult and energy-
consuming than

\Wal king. — INTERNET

7/30/18, 6:45 AM

compared to two
alternatives, USregulators
said on Wednesday.

The announcement
followed publication
earlier onWednesday of a
Canadian study by the
New England Journal of
Medicine that showed
patients given Trasylol
had a more than 50 per
cent higher deathratethan
patients who got other,
cheaper drugs.

“Thus, in all
likelihood, thisisthe end
of theaprotininstory,” Dr
Wayne Ray and Dr
Michael  Stein  of
Vanderbilt University in
Tennessee wrote in a
commentary on the
study.— MNA/Reuters
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FA want Grant answers

Chelsea boss quizzed over

Steve Bennett comments

Lonbon, 16May—The
Football Association
have written to Chelsea
coachAvramGranttoask
himtoexplainhisremarks
about referee Steve
Bennett.

Grant called Bennett's
integrity into question af -
ter Manchester United's
2-0 win at Wigan last
Sunday earned a tenth
Premier League title for

Avram Grant

Sir Alex Ferguson.

Chelsea, level on points with United before kick-
off, could only draw at home with Bolton.

But Bennett came under fire for not awarding
Wigan apenalty for handball and then opting not to
send off Paul Scholesfor asecond bookabl e offence
when he fouled Wilson Palacios.

At his Champions League media conference on
Wednesday Grant said: "I told you that | believedin
the tradition of the fair English game. | will not say
anything against it. But what happened is what |
expected.

"In England there are very good referees, but there
aresome- afew that you caninfluence, likeyou saw.

"I think in our game against Manchester United at
Old Trafford, thereferee(MikeDean) influenced the
result for sure. We know that.— nternet

CROSSWORDSPUZZLE

Tevez targets United stay

Argentine eyes per manent
contract at Old Trafford

Carlos Tevez

Lonpon, 16 May —
Manchester United
striker Carlos Tevez
would'love'tosignaper-
manent contract at Old
Trafford.

Teveziscurrently ona
two-year loan with
Unitedand club officials
areinvestigatingthebest
way to reach an agree-
ment with Kia
Joorabchian, who holds
the rights to the Argen-
tinainternational through
Media Sports Invest-
ment, and formalise a
contract.

The 24-year-old has
made animpressive start
to life with United fol-
lowing a controversial
move from West Ham
last summer and he
helped the Red Devilsto
retain their Premier
Leaguetitle.

And ahead of the
UEFA  Champions
League final showdown
with Chelseain Moscow

on Wednesday, a match
whichcanbeseenliveon
Sky Sports 1, Tevez has
expressed adesire to se-
cure a long-term stay at
United.

"l would certainly
love to extend my con-
tract," said Tevez. "I
would go and sign right
now if the opportunity
was there."

Tevez's United team-
mate Cristiano Ronaldo
recently expressed a de-
sire to play in Spain in
the future to alert Rea
Madrid.

And Tevez has indi-
cated that he could also
beinterested in an even-
tual moveto the Primera
Liga

"LalLigaisapossibil-
ity eventually but that day
isalongway off," Tevez
added.

"I know alot of South
Americansprefer to play
in ltaly or Spain when
they move to Europe but
| amreally pleased that |
came here.

"Thisisthebest league
in the world and | am
among some of the best
footballers in the world.

"l amnot onetobemak-
ing comparisonsbetween
clubs but Manchester
United are right up
there with anyone in the
world.

Internet

File photo shows Maria Sharapova at the Pacific
Life Open tennistournament in Indian Wells,
California. Sharapova will take over asworld

number one next week after Justine Henin asked
to be removed from the rankings following her

retirement, the governing body of women'stennis
(WTA) said on Thursday.—INTERNET

Cristiano Ronaldo

Lonpbon, 16 May—
Cristiano Ronaldo has
spoken of his admiration
for Real Madrid in acan-
didinterviewthatwill alert
the Spanish giants and
alarm Sir Alex Ferguson.

Madrid have made no
secret of their admiration
for the PFA and Football

Ron reveals Real admiration
Portuguese content at United,
curious about Madrid

Writers Player of theY ear
and it would appear the
feeling is reciprocated -
with Ronaldo refusing to
rule out playing in Spain
in the future. A wonder-
ful campaign for the Por-
tuguese has seen Man-
chester United retain the
Premier League title,
whilethey couldmakeita
double on Wednesday
evening should they see
off Chelseain the UEFA
Champions League final
in Moscow. It was only
earlier in the week that
Ronaldo moved to play
down speculation over a
switchtoMadrid, withthe
23-year-old keen to reaf-
firm his commitment to
Old Trafford.—Internet

N i

ACROSS

DOWN
1 Expecting 1 A frolic
7 Gazes over closely 2 Wide extent
8 Abundance 3 Ingenuous
9 Barley beard 4 Nil
10 Monarch 5 Negotiate
11 Push 6 Donkeyish
13 Bright, encouraging 7 Read
14 Determine 12 Food trade
17 Ship’s gear 13 Fast sailing-vessel
18 Floating matter 15 Slope
20 Through 16 Private chamber
22 Forcible control 17 Endeavoured
23 Each 19 Silenced
24 Halt sharply (4,4) 21 A strut
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Chinese women's basketball team
outplayed visiting Poland 91-72 in
Wuxi, Southeast China, on Thursday,
winning seven of the eight games
played since their gathering for the
Olympics earlier in March—XinHua

week.

Brighton.

last night,"

Pompey cool Crouch talk

Pompey chief executivesur prised by transfer talk

Lonpon, 16 May—Portsmouth chief
executivePeter Storriehasplayed down
talk the club have met with Liverpool's
Peter Crouch.

It had been suggested Storrie and
manager Harry Redknapp met for talks
withtheEnglandinternationa onThurs-
day evening ahead of the FA Cupfinal.

However, Storrie is shocked by the
possible meeting asthey pair werewith
the team relaxing and having ameal in
Brighton and were not in Liverpool.

Storrie believes the story might have
come out to disrupt the team's preparations ahead of the FA Cup
final as they will not be looking towards next season until next

Peter Crouch

"That's quite amazing, apparently Harry and | werein Liverpool
Storrie told Sky Sports News.
we did that as we were out with the team at alovely restaurant in

"l don't know how

"I don't know why people make up these daft and ridiculous
stories up.— nternet

7/30/18, 6:45 AM
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OBITUARY
Daw Khin Su
Age(77) years
No (45), Zizawar Street, Ground Floor,
Pazundaung Township

Second daughter of (U Khin Nyunt+Daw Mya Chit),
daughter-in-law of (U BaTin+Daw Ngwe Thant), dear wife
of St Paul U Tin Lay (English Lecturer) () ThomasMinus,
sister of U Than Lwin+Daw Tin Tin Nyunt, mother of
Margaret Minus, Peter Minus, George Minus, EddieMinus,
John Minus, Joseph Minus, Rosalia Minus, Augustine Mi-
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Saturday, 17 M ay, 2008

Summary of observationsrecorded at 9:30 hours
MST: During thepast 24 hours, rain or thundershowers
have been fairly widespread inYangon Division and
widespread inthe eremaining Statesand Divisions with
localy heavyfalsin Rakhine States and Mandaay Di-
vison and isolated heavyfalls in Magway and lower
Sagaing Division. Day temperatureswere (3°C) below
May averagetemperatures in Bago and Yangon Divi-
sions, (5°C) to (6°C) below May average temperatures
inKachin, Southern Shan, Rakhine Statesand Mandal ay
Division, (7°C) to (8°C) below May average tempera-
turesinupper Sagaingand Ayeyawady Divisons (9°C)
to (10°C) below May average temperatures in lower
Sagaing, Magway Divisions and about May average
temperaturesin theremaining areas.  The noteworthy
amounts of rainfal recorded were Nay Pyi Taw  (0.47)
inch, Kyauktaw (3.46) inches, Thandwe (3.30) inches,
TadaU (3.11) inches, Kyaukse (2.64) inches, Gwa(2.60)
inches, Pyinoolwin (2.56) inches, Pathein (2.48) inches,
Myinmu (2.44) inches, Mandalay and NyaungU (2.13)
inches each, Y angon (central) (2.08) inches, Kyaukpyu
and Bago (2.01) incheseach, Y angon (Kaba-Aye) (1.85)
inches, Yangon (Mingaladon) (1.30) inches, Sagaing
(1.66) inches and Magway (1.61) inches.

Maximum temperature on 16-5-2008 was 88F.
Minimum temperature on 17-5-2008 was 70°F. Rela-
tive humidity at (09:30) hoursM ST on 17-5-2008 was
92%. Total sunshine hours on 16-5-2008 was (1.9)
hours approx.

Rainfall on 17-5-2008 was (1.30) inches at
Mingaladon, (1.85) inchesat Kaba-Aye and (2.08) inch

at Centra Y angon. Totd rainfall sncel1-1-2008was (23.27)
inches at Mingaadon, (27.48) inches a Kaba-Aye and
(29.76) inchesat Centra Y angon. Maximumwind speed
at Yangon (KabarAye) was (8) mph from Southwest at
(12:30) hours MST on 16-5-2008.

Bay inference:  According to the observations at
(06:30) hrsM ST today, thelow pressure area over East
Central Bay and adjoining Rakhine State ill persists.
Monsoonisvigorousinthe Andaman Seaand South Bay
and westher is partly cloudy elseawhere in the Bay of
Bengd.

Forecad valid until evening of 18-5-2008: Rainor
thundershowerswill bewidespread inRakhineandMon
States, Sagaing, Yangon, Ayeyawady, Bago and
Taninthayi Divisonsand scatteredtofairly widespread
inthe remaining States and Divisions with likelihood
of isolated heavyfallsin Rakhine State, Ayeyawady,
Y angon, Mandalay and lower Sagaing Divisions. De-
gree of certainty is (80%).

Stateof thesea: Frequent squallswith rough seasare
likely off andaongMyanmar Coasts. Surfacewind speed
in squals may reach (40) to (45) mph.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Continuatuion
of strong monsoon in the Andaman Seaand South Bay.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring area
for 18-5-2008: Oneor two rain or thundershowers.
Degree of certainty is (80%).

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
18-5-2008: Some rain. Degree of certainty is (80%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouringar eafor
18-5-2008: Oneor two rain or thundershowers. Degree
of certainty is (80%).
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Prime Minister General Thein Sein inspectsrehabilitation
and reconstruction in Labutta, Pyapon townships

Pyapon District General Hospital provided

with facilities, staff and medicines

N\

2

NAy Pyi Taw, 17 May — Chairman of the Natu-
ral Disaster Preparedness Central Committee Prime
Minister General Thein Sein, accompanied by Adju-
tant-General Maj-Gen ThuraMyint Aung, Chairman
of Ayeyawady Division Peaceand Devel opment Coun-
cil Commander of South-West Command Brig-Gen
Kyaw Swe, ministersand officials, arrived at Labutta
by helicopter this afternoon.

ThePrimeMinister cordialy greeted diplomats
from Y angon and abroad who observed L abutta.

Minister for Cooperatives Mgj-Gen Tin Htut
who was supervising rehabilitation tasks in Labutta
reported on arrival of suppliesfrom local and abroad
via Yangon and distribution of the aid to the relief
camps, arrangements being made for basic needs of

thevictimsand rebuilding of Township People sHos-
pital, schools and offices.

The commander submitted reports on recon-
struction of towns and villagesin the division.

The Prime Minister presented CDMA-450 tel-
ephonesto beusedin reconstruction of thetownshipto
Minister Mgj-Gen Tin Htut.

The Prime Minister presented prizes to engi-
neers from Myanma Posts and Telecommunications
who performed smooth and speedy communications.

U Zaw Zaw of Max (Myanmar) Co presented
reports on participation of hiscompany in reconstruc-
tion tasks.

After hearing the reports, the Prime Minister
gave instructions on more reconstruction tasks.

Prime Minister General Thein Sein greeting diplomats and UN resident representativesin
Labutta Township. —mNA

At the Township People’s Hospital, the Prime
Minister and party inspected roofing of the building
and greeted doctors from Yangon and Nay Pyi Taw
and officials.

At LabuttaPort, they viewed unloading of relief
suppliesincluding construction materialsdonated from
abroad and at home from vessels.

On arrival at Pyapon, Minister for Hotels and
Tourism Maj-Gen Soe Naing who issupervising reha
bilitation tasks in Pyapon Township reported on ef-
forts being made for turning the township into nor-
malcy and participation of companies. The Prime
Minister attended to the needs.

They proceeded to Pyapon District General
Hospital. The Prime Minister greeted specialistsfrom
hospitals of Nay Pyi Taw and Yangon, the Head of
District Health Department, doctors and nurses.

In his speech, the Prime Minister said that the
hospital has been provided with necessary facilities
such as health staff and medicines. Therefore, doctors
and nursesareto give priority to providing health care
servicesto the patients.

Afterwards, the Prime Minister, officials and
wellwishers handed over donationsfor the hospital to
Head of District Health Department Dr Thi Thi Win.

Next, the Prime Minister and party comforted
the patients and presented relief supplies donated by
wellwishers.

Onhisarriva at Labuttaand Pyapon, the Prime
Minster met with officials, saying that relief works
havebeen completed and there have been enoughwork
for looking after the victims.

Now, priority isgiven to resettlement. Arrange-
mentsareto be madefor thosewho areat nearby relief
camps after the storm to return to their places of their
ownvolition. Returning to their homes, they will have
to be provided with accommodation, clothing, kitchen
utensilsand food. Thoseresponsiblearetoimformthe
victims so that they can take food from nearby relief
camps if necessary.

(Seepage7)

Prime Minister General Thein Sein giving meal to children in Hlaingphone village, Labutta Township. —mNA
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