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B Toapprovethe State Constitution isa national

duty of the entire people today. Let us all cast
“Yes’ votein the national interest.

Senior General Than Shwe and wife
Daw Kyaing Kyaing attend ceremony to donate
provisonsto monasteriesin PyinOoLwin Township

Nay Pvi Taw, 17
April — Chairman of the
State Peace and Devel op-

ment Council Com-
mander-in-Chief of De-
fenceServicesSenior Gen-
eral Than Shwe and wife
Daw Kyaing Kyaing at-
tended the ceremony to
donaterice, edible oil and
ams to monasteries in
PyinOoLwinTownshipof
Mandalay Division at
Gandakuti Building of
Maha Arnthtoo Kantha
Hsutaungpyae Pagoda in

thetownshipthismorning.

Also present on
the occasion were mem-
bers of the Sangha from
monasteries in
PyinOoLwin Township,
SPDC member Generd
Thura Shwe Mann, Secre-
tary-1Lt-GenThihaThura

TinAungMyintOo,SPDC
members Lt-Gen Maung
Bo, Lt-Gen Ye Myint, Lt-
Gen Aung Htwe and Lt-
GenTinAye, Commander-
in-Chief (Navy) Vice-Ad-
miral Soe Thein, Com-
mander-in-Chief (Air)
(See page 8)

Senior General Than Shwe,
wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing and the congregation
receive Nine Precepts from a Sayadaw at the
ceremony to donate provisions
to monasteriesin PyinOoLwin Township.
[NINA

order

stitution

Four political objectives

*  Stability of the State, community peace *
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State Con-

*  Buildingof anew moder n developed nation *
in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives

Development of agriculture asthe base and all-round develop-
ment of other sector s of the economy aswell

Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic

system

Development of the economy inviting participation in terms
of technical know-how and investments from sourcesinside

the country and abroad

Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekept inthe

hands of the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives

Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character

*  Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education

standards of the entire nation

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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PERSPECTIVES
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Care for children during
period of transition from one
season to another

Nowisinsummer, and thetemperature
is going up. High temperature has adverse
effects on the health of human beingsto an
extent. In particular, high temperature in
summer isharmful tothe health of children.
So, parentshaveto take care of their kidsin
summer.

When it gets warmer, people sweat
heavily and lose too much water from their
bodies and face dehydration. If so, they can
befeeble, fed dizzy, get high body temperature
and unconsciousduetoexcessivelossof sweat.
Based on thesizeof sufferingsresulting from
high temperature, a patient should partake
rehydration salt diluted in water.

In the hot season, diarrhea, and loss of
consciousnessdueto high body temperature
arecommon to children. In such situation, a
child can lose much water from its body,
having loose bowels and vomiting
simultaneoudly. If so,itisrequiredtofeedthe
child rehydration salt diluted in water.

When a child is sick, his body
temperature may get higher. So, the child
should be sponged before he is sent to a
hospital or clinic. If afan isswitched onin a
room without ventilation when it is hot, the
child can suffer thehigh temperature. When
achild suffersdiarrheaand issick with high
body temperature, he should be sent to the
near est hospital or clinic assoon aspossible.

Health and fitnessdeser vetheattention
of everyone. So, theentirepeopleshould take
care of themselves by following the
instructionson health educativetalksin order
to keep themselvesfit.

S

-

* Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Opposethose trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

)

Vs

.

Pagodas packed with pilgrimson Myanmar

New Year Day

Y ANGON, 17 April —
Pilgrims  performed
meritorious deeds at
famous pagodas such as
Shwedagon, Botahtaung,
Sule, Kaba Aye, Tooth
Relic, Mahawizaya,
Lawkachantha Abhaya-
labamuni, Ngahtatgyi and
Chaukhtatgyi pagodas on
Myanmar New Y ear day.

Meritorious deeds
were performed in the
wards and townships
across Y angon. Members
of the Sangha went round
the respective townships
by car reciting Paritta. No
41 bus line provided free
transport service for the
passengers today.

Myanmar New Y ear
Day ceremony in
conjunction with the
releasing of life such as
fish, poultry and cattlewas
heldat Shwedagon Pagada.
Next, members of the
Sangharecited Parittaand
wellwishers donated alms
to them. Pali University
Nyaungdon Kyaungtaik
Presiding Sayadaw
preached asermonandthe
congregationshared merits
gained.

Afterwards, members
of pagodaboard of trustees
and religious associations
performed meritorious

Shwedagon Pagoda packed with pilgrims and devotees on Myanmar

New Year Day. —NLM

deeds by setting animals
free. The Shwedagon
pagoda was packed with
pilgrims  performing
meritorious deeds.

Similarly, Sule,
Botahtaung, Kaba Aye,
Tooth Relic, Lawkachan-
tha Abhayalabamuni,
Shwe Phone Pwint,

Koehtatgyi and
Kyaikwaing were packed
with pilgrims doing
meritorious deeds.

MNA

Members of the Sangha recite parittas at
UMFCCI Office Tower.—umrccl
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Taunggyi

M aha Thingyan Festival concludes

Y ANGON, 17 April —
A ceremony to conclude
the Taunggyi Maha
Thingyan Festival for
1369 ME was held in
conjunction with a prize
presentation ceremony at
Central Pandal at the
corner of Bogyoke and
Merchant Streets in
Taunggyi Yyesterday,
attended by Chairman of
Shan State Peace and
Development Council
Commander of Eastern
Command Maj-Gen
Thaung Ayeand wife, the

deputy commander, heads
of departments and their
wives, State/District/
Township level
departmental personnel
and their wives, members
of the patron of judges,
membersof Y eintroupes,
decorated floats and local
people.

The commander and
wife, the  deputy
commander and wife,
officials presented prizes
towinnersandentertainers.
The commander also
presented first prize to

8/1/18, 11:30 AM

Loilem Maungme
decorated float, second
prize to Nweyokhlwa
decorated float and third
prize to Myitpha Zawgyi
decorated float.

Next, the commander

delivered an address and
enjoyedtheentertainment
of Yein troupes. The
ceremony cameto an end
by singing “Mantaung
Yeiknyo Mya Nandar”
song in unison. — MNA

Take Fire
Preventive
M easur es

\'




Clinton, Obama clash in debate
as vote showdown looms

Democratic presidential candidates Senator Hillary
Clinton (D-NY) and Senator Barack Obama (D-IL)
gtand at their podiums prior to the Democratic
Presidential Debate at the National Constitution
Centrein Philadelphia, on 16 April, 2008.—INTERNET

PHIiLADELPHIA, —17
April—Hillary Clinton
clashed with Democratic
foe Barack Obama in a
pivotal debate Wednes-
day as daunting poll data
clouded her comeback
hopes, six days ahead of
their next White House
nominating showdown.

Obama immediately

attempted to defuse a
controversy over his
comment last week that
some small-town Ameri-
canswere “bitter” and so
turned to God and guns,
which prompted Clinton
to brand his rhetoric
“eitist.”

“What | have been
struck by is frustration,”

Obama said in therivals
firstface-to-facedebatefor
seven weeks, following
weeks of fearsome long-
distance sniping between
their campaigns.

“People are frustrated,
notonly withjobsmoving,
incomes being flat, and
health caretoo expensive.

“But aso that special
interests have come to
dominate Washington.
And they don't feel like
they'rebeing listened to.”

Clinton paraphrased
the opening lines of the
US Constitution, which
was signed metres away
fromtheir debatevenuein
Philadel phia.

“l believe in all my
heart that we the people
can have the future our
children and grand-
children so richly de-
serve,” saidtheNew Y ork
senator. —Internet
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China lodges formal complaint
against CNN

Beuine, 17 April —
China has lodged a
formalcomplaint against
US television network
CNN for what it called a
vicious attack by one of
its commentators who
labelled the Chinese as
“goons’ and their pro-
ducts as“junk”.

In a statement late on
Wednesday, Foreign
Ministry spokesman Liu
Jianchao condemned the
comments by Jack Caf-

ferty on CNN’s The
Situation Room pro-
gramme and demanded
the network apologise.

“Those in the field of
journalism should abide
by their morals.

They don't have the
privilegetorail against or
slander other people or
other governments,” Liu
said in the statement
posted on the minisry’s
webste (www.frmpregov.an).

CNN hasalready said

it did not mean to cause
offence with Cafferty’s
remarksandclarifiedthat
the commentator was
offering his opinion of
the Chinesegovernment,
not the country’ speople,
but the Foreign Ministry
said that was not good
enough.

CNN'’s motive was to
“mislead public opinion”
and “deceive the Chinese
people’, Liu said.

MNA/Xinhua

AL callson lsrael toreease
Palestinian detainees

Cairo, 16 April—The
Arab League (AL) on
Wednesday called for the
release of all Palestinian
and Arab detainees held
in Isragli jails to achieve
just, lasting and com-
prehensive peace in the
Middle East.

The Cairo-based pan-
Arab body made the
remarksin astatement on
the occasion of the
Pal estinian Prisoners Day
which falls on Thursday,
callingonall international
organizations concerned
withhumanrightstomove

quickly to support the
release of Palestinian and
Arab detainees in Isragli
jails.

It condemned Israel’s
continuousviolationsand
inhuman practicesagainst
the Palestinian and Arab
detainees, as well as its
bids to wriggle out of
responsibilities toward
human rights and the
Geneva Conventions.

Some 360 Palestinian
children and 1,400
administrative detainees
were held without trial in
Israeli jails, according to

the statement 17 April
has been set as the
Pal estinian PrisonersDay
since the first prisoners
swap on 17 April, 1974.
MNA/Xinhua

Zimbabweans living in South Africa protest outside the Zimbabwean
Embassy in Pretoria over election result delays. Police in Zimbabwe cracked
down on opposition supporters as a general strike fizzled out on Wednesday,

while doctors said they had treated more than 150 victims of post-election

political violence.—INTERNET

| sraeli troopsKill
teenager in West Bank

JeENIN, 17 April— Isragli troopskilleda Palestinian
teenager on Thursday during araid into the occupied
West Bank, local residents and Palestinian security
officials said.

The officials said the 16-year-old boy was shot by
Israeli troops during an exchange of fire, as they
surrounded ahousewherelslamic Jihad militantswere
held up in the Kabatiya refugee camp near the city of
Jenin.

Anlsragli army spokeswoman said shewaschecking
the report.

Israeli forces frequently raid West Bank townsin
search of militantssuspected of involvementinattacks
against the Jewish state—MNA/Reuters
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( Local peoplein Gaza
inspect the damaged
building bombed by

Israeli airstrikeson 16
April. Eighteen
Palestinians and three
Israeli soldierswere
killed on Wednesday
in a daylong of mutual
Israeli and Palestinian
attacksin several
Gaza Strip areas.
XINHUA

Fire destroys over 30

housesin Phnom Penh
PHnom PenH, 16 April— Thirty-threehouseswere
destroyed Wednesday during a fire in southwestern
Phnom Penh, local police said.
The fire broke out at about 1:00 pm local time

(0600 GMT) in Meanchey district, an official said on
condition of anonymity. No casualties were found in
the fire, he said, adding that the cause of the fire was
still under investigation.Thefirerai sed thetotal number
of firesin the Cambodian capital for the first half of
April tosix, including adevastating blazewhich broke
out last Friday in Russei Ke district that left hundreds
of houses burned and more than 1,000 homeless.
MNA/Xinhua

8/1/18, 11:30 AM

42 peopleinjured
In highway
accident in

Portugal

Lisson, 16 April — At
least 42 people were
injured Wednesday morn-
ing after two buses cras-
hed on ahighway near the
Portuguese city of Coim-
bra. Most of thoseinjured
havealready beenrel eased
from hospital, an official
source said. Coimbra's
Traffic Brigade reported
that the busescollided ona
stretch of the 111 National
High-way connecting
Coimbra with the coastal
town of FigueiradaFoz.

Thevictimsweretrans-
ferredto CoimbraUniver-
sity hospitals.

One woman suffered
spinal injuries and may be
hospitalized for one or two
days. Therestof thevictims
suffered slight injuries,
including back, neck, arm
and kneeinjuries.

MNA/Xinhua
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A Turkish businessman talks to visitors during the 103rd China I mport and
Export Fair in Guangzhou, capital of south China’'s Guangdong Province,
on 15 April, 2008. —XINHUA

SHANGHAL, 16 April —
A Press release from the
ChineseForeignMinistry
said hereWednesday that
the six-nation talks on
Iran’s nuclear issue had
reached an “important
consensus’ to formulate
aplan to restart negotia-
tions on Iran's nuclear
issue.

The Pressrelease said
that the attendant parties
had profound and
constructive discussions
on the next steps, how-

ISsuereac

ever, it did not offer any
further information about
what the consensus was.

Theinvolved partiesall
agreed to maintain close
communication and con-
sultation in an effort to
continue their discussions
on some unsolved issues
concerning the plan, the
Press rel ease added.

At the invitation of

China sayssix-nation talkson Iran’s nuclear
Nes“ important consenses’

Chinese Assistant For-
eign Minister He Y afei,
officials from China,
United States, Russia,
Britain, France, Ger-
many and the Council of
European Union gather-
edin Shanghai todiscuss
a plan to restart
negotiations on lran's
nuclear issue.
MNA/Xinhua

Cranebargearrivesin Hong Kongto help
salvage shipwreck

Hone Kong, 16 | Department of the Hong

April—A heavy-liftcrane
barge arrived in Hong
Kong Wednesday to help
salvage the wreck of a
Ukrainian tugboat that
sunkinHongKongwaters
in March soon after
colliding with a Chinese

Kong Special Admini-
strative Region govern-
ment said the 4000-ton
“Hua Tian Long” from
neighbouring Guangzhou
will turn over and lift up
the sunken vessel ,which
now lied upside-down on

Thesalvageoperations
will continue round-the-
clock andinvolvesalvage
barges, tug boatsandwork
boats. The operations
wereexpectedtocomplete
by the end of April and
“diving operationswill be
carried out from time to

(" Injured Palestinians lay on stretchers pulled by )
donkey cartsduring arally against I srael’s
blockade on the Gaza Strip in Rafah, southern
Gaza Strip. —INTERNET

mainland ship. theseabed about 30metres | time,” thedepartment said.
The Marine | underwater. MNA/Xinhua
Egypt releases 100 rioters of street protests
Cairo, 16 April — | agency reported. others, MENA said.
Egyptian local courts on The rules were given Therearestill noless
Wednesday ordered the | by el-Mahala criminal | than 100 rioters being
release of 100 rioters | court,whichupheldalower | held in police custody
arrested by police in the | court order for therelease | waiting for legal action,
recent violent street | of 50 rioters, and also by | it added.
protestsinnorthernEgypt, | el-Mahala misdemeanor Thesuspectsdetained
theEgyptianMENAnNews | court for the release of 50 | in el-Mahala, some 110
p N km north of Cairo,were

Shipsanchor at a harbour of Haikou, capital of
southmost China’ sHainan Province, on 17 April,
2008. Tropical storm Neoguri, which formed in the
South China Sea on Tuesday, strengthened into a
typhoon Wednesday afternoon and is approaching the
sea south of China’sHainan idand. Neoguri isthe
first tropical storm to hit China thisyear. —XiNHUA )

charged of protest in
violation of law and
preventing authorities
from doing their job
along with using
violence.

MNA/Xinhua

[ Afghan battle leaves six
dead

KaBuL, 16 April — Fighting between Taliban
militantsand policein Afghanistan’ s southern Zabul
province Wednesday left six persons including five
insurgents and one police dead, an official said.

“Theclash occurred at 10 a.m. thismorning when
Talibanrebelsopenedfireon policein Adghar areaof
Zabul province killing one police and wounding
another. Police retaliated and killed five rebels,”
Abdul Razig the Commander of Border Police Force
told Xinhua.

He also added that Abdul Manan, aTaliban local
commander, is also among the dead.

Taliban militants have not made any comment.
Conflictsand Taliban-rel ated violencehaveleft more
than 400 people, mostly civilians, dead so far this

(vear in Afghanistan. —MNA/Xinhua

Coalition air strikeskill four
gunmeninlrag’'sBasra

Basra, 16 April— Coalition air strikes hit
insurgents positionsin Irag’s southern city of Basra
early Wednesday, killing four gunmen and wounding
another, a coalition spokesman said.

“A codlition aircraft conducted an air strike on a
group of gunmen who were firing rocket propelled
grenades on Iragi security forces in Basra' s western
neighbourhood of Haiyyania at about 1:30 am (2230
GMT on Tuesday),” Captain Chris Ford, spokesman
of the Multi National Forcesin Basra, told Xinhua.

The attack killed four insurgents and wounded a
fifth, Ford added.

According to the spokesman, another coalition
aircraft struck a vehicle in the same neighbourhood,
but the casualties were unclear—MNA/Xinhua

Four Hamas militants
killed in eastern Gaza

Gaza, 16 April— Four Hamas militants were
killed and five others wounded at predawn on
Wednesday in clashes with Israeli soldiers near the
borders between eastern Gaza and Israel,the
movement’ military wing said.

Al-Qassam Brigades said in separate | eafl ets sent
to reporters by e-mail that four of its militants were
killedandfivewoundedinfiercearmed confrontations
with Israeli soldiers in Sheja eya neighbourhood. It
added that itsmilitantsfired around 57 mortar shellsat
the lsragli army forcesthat invaded the eastern part of
the neighbourhood in eastern Gaza City. Palestinian
residentsintheneighbourhood said that several Isradli
army tanks, armoured vehicles and bull dozers backed
by helicopters stormed the eastern area of Sheja eya
amid intensive gunfire—MNA/Xinhua

J
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Brazil respondsto criticism of biofuel

RiobeJaNEIRo, 16 April—
Brazil's President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva
Wednesday responded to
critics of the country’s
biofuel programme who
accusethecountry of putting
fuel before food, causing
agriculture commodity
pricesto soar.

“Donottell methat food
is currently expensive
because of bio-diesel.
Foodisexpensivebecause
theworldwasnot prepared
to seemillionsof Chinese
eat,millionsof Indianseat,
millions of Africans eat,
millionsof Braziliansand

Latin Americanseat three
meals a day,” said the
President in a speech in
Brasilia

Lulasaidhewouldnever
favour any bio-fuel policy
that could lead to a
reductionintheproduction
of food. Brazil’ shio-diesel
and ethanol programmes
havecomeinfor particular
criticism.

The Brazilian leader dso
criticized developed coun-
triesfortryingtogive”hints’
to Brazil and other
developingcountriesfroma
distance, saying “it is
important to come here to

know how we live and to
acknowledge the pro-
duction potentia that we
have.”

According to President
Lula, therearecurrently 1
billion people worldwide
thatdonotingestthebasic
proteinsand calories, and
suggested that wealthy
countries would better
help poor countries by
reducing agricultural
subsidies.

“Poor countries could
produce and sell to the
European market and to
the United States.

MNA/Xinhua
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Lee Kun-hee (C), the chairman of the Samsung Group, one of South Korea's
richest and most powerful men, appears at an office of a special prosecutor to
answer questions about possible corruption at the country’s largest
conglomerate asreporters ask questionsin Seoul on 11April, 2008.—XiNHUA

A worker counts Indian
currency at a petrol
pump in the
northeastern Indian city,
of Siliguri in thisfile
photo taken on[5 Feb,
2008. Crude oil for May/|
delivery on 17 April,
2008 closed at nearly
115 dollars a barrel, the
third straight day of
records, on supply
concernson the New
York Mercantile
Exchange. —XINHUA

Brazilian beef import plan opposed

JAKARTA, 16 April—
Indonesian government’s
plan to import beef mesat
from Brazil meets strong
opposition from farmers
and veterinariansworrying
aboutthereemergingof foot
and mouth disease, local
Press said Wednesday.

A number of major
associ ations representing
farmers, veterinariansand
cow breeders have urged
the government to drop
the plan, arguing that
Brazil isnot yet fully free
from foot and mouth
disease.

At a Tuesday’s gather-
ing, the associations
reminded that Indonesia
in 1990 was declared free
from the disease, but
allowingbeef importfrom
Brazil may endanger the
status, reported major
national newspaper
Kompas.
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In Indonesia

Indonesiacurrently buys
beef meat from Australia,
New Zealand,Canada and
the United States.

Earlier this month, the
government revealed the
plan to import beef from
Brazil and Uruguay to

meet domestic demands.
Whileimport planfrom
Uruguay is proceeding
smoothly, Indonesiamust
first send ateam to verify
if Brazil isfully freefrom
lethal, infectious cow
diseases.—MNA/Xinhua

Crudeoil settles

at 114.93 dollars

NeEw York, 16 April—
Crudeail for May delivery
on Wednesday closed at
nearly 115dollarsabarrel,
the third straight day of
records, onsupply decline
on the New York Mer-
cantile Exchange.

Crude oil for May
delivery rose to an
intraday high of 115.07
dollars a barrel in late
afternoon trading, before
closingup1.14 dollars, or
1percent,at 114.93dollars
on the New York Mer-
cantile Exchange, also a
new closing record.

MNA/Xinhua

An ail platformin a file photo. Funds managed by private equity firms
Candover and Alpinvest and Goldman Sachs have agreed to buy British oil
services company Expro International for $3.16 billion.—INTERNET

8/1/18, 11:30 AM

| EconomicNews |

China’sindustrial output up 16.4
pctin first quarter

BelinG, 16 April— China’'s industrial production
rose 16.4 percent year-on-year in the first quarter of
2008. The increase was 1.9 percentage points less
than in the same period of 2007, said the National
Bureau of Statistics (NBS) on Wednesday .

The economy had maintained steady, fast growth
sincethe beginning of theyear, despite the unusually
severewinter weather and the spreading global credit
crisis,said Li Xiaochao, spokesman of the NBS.

Economicgrowth slowedto 10.6 percentinthefirst
guarter, compared with 11.7 percent in the same
period of last year.—MNA/Xinhua

China’s economy grows
10.6 pct in 1st quarter

Belang, 16 April — China s economic growth
slowed down dightly to 10.6 percent in the first
quarter, compared with 11.7 percent in the same
period of last year, the government said Wednesday.

China maintained steady and fast growth since
the beginning of the year, despite the unprecedented
freak winter weather and the widespread subprime
mortgage crisis, the National Bureau of Statistics
spokesman Li Xiaochao said.

Theworld' sfourth-largest economy expanded at
ablistering 11.9-percent pacefor all of 2007, thefifth
consecutive year its annual economic growth
exceeded 10 percent.

Industrial production rose 16.4 percent year-on-
year in the first three months. The increase was 1.9
percentage pointslower than that in the same period
of 2007.—MNA/Xinhua

EU’s gas supply deal with Iraq
could be concluded within weeks

BrusseLs, 16 April — The European Union
hopes its negotiations with Irag on gassupplies will
conclude “very soon,” European Commission
President JoseM anuel Barroso said hereWednesday .

Inajoint pressbriefing with visiting Iragi Prime
Minister Nuri al-Maliki, Barroso said thenegotiations
were of “regional importance” and hoped they could
beconcluded*“insomeweeks.” However, hedeclined
to reveal the contents of the negotiations.

The EU istrying to reach an outline agreement
with Iragto import gasviaaplanned pipeline across
Turkey to central Europe, in an attempt to diversify
itsgas suppliesfollowing trouble with Russiaon the
issue in recent years—MNA/Xinhua
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Report raises concer ns over

chemical bi

Belang, 16 April — A
chemical in some plastic
food and drink packaging
including baby bottles
sold in USmay belinked
to early puberty, prostate
and breast cancer, accord-
ing to a preliminary US
government reportissued
onTuesday. Experiments
on rats found precan-
cerous tumours, urinary
tract problems and early
puberty whentheanimals
werefed or injected with
low doses of the plastics
chemical bisphenol A, the
US federal National
Toxicology Programme,

part of the US National
Institu-tes of Health, said
on Tuesday.

The chemical bis-
phenol A, alsocalledBPA,
is used in many baby
bottles and the plastic
lining of cans of baby
formulations.

It leaches out of water
bottles, the lining of cans
and other itemsmadewith
it.

The group said the
studies only provide
“limited evidence” of
bisphenol’s develop-
mental risks, butit stressed
the possible effects on

sphenol A in US

humans *“cannot be
dismissed.”

Environmentalistsihail-
ed the report as the first
step toward reassessing a
chemical they believe
could cause hedth pro-
blems.

“We're hoping this
decision will force FDA
to recognize the toxicity
of thischemical and make
manufacturersset asafety
standard that’ s protective
of the most vulnerable
populations,” said Dr
Anila Jacobs of the
Environmental Working

Group.—Xinhua

Defendants Stefan T (2nd R) and Nicole G (2nd L) arrive for the start of the
trial on the death of their five year-old daughter Lea-Sophie at the
‘Landgericht Schwerin’ court in Schwerin on 15 April, 2008. —XINHUA

Environment-friendly shopping bags are seen in a supermarket in Shanghai,
east China, on 16 April, 2008. Chinese retailers could be fined up to 10,000
RMB yuan (1,428 US dollars) for providing shoppers with free plastic shopping
bags from 1 June, the Ministry of Commerce has announced. —XINHUA

ThreeKkilled in helicopter crash in Russia

Moscow, 16 April —
Three people were killed
and another one was
injured in a helicopter
crashonWednesday inthe
PermTerritoryinRussia's
Urals, Gazpromavia air
company said.

“Weconfirmthat three
people — two crewmem-

bers and a passenger —
have been killed and the
survivor, the other pas-
senger, was taken to
hospital,” aspokesmanfor
Gazpromavia said.

The Mi-2 helicopter
with four people aboard
lost contact withair traffic
control earlier on

44 killed, 12 missing

Wednesday.

Itswreckagewaslater
found some 16 kilo-
metres south of the
village of Kalino, near
Perm.

A spokesman for the
Russian Emergency
Situations Ministry said
the helicopter crashed
after colliding with
electric power lines.

M exican State seeks Chinese investments
to boost tourism

Cancun, Mexico, 15
April — The governor of
Mexico's central Zacate-
cas state Amalia Garcia
Medina said on Tuesday
herethat shehopedtoseek
investments from China
to promote local tourism.

Garcia expressed the
wish at theongoing Latin
AmericaWorld Economic
Forum, held in Cancun
in the southeastern state
of Quintana Roo.

Morethan 500 partici-
pants, including heads of
states, entrepreneurs and
social leaders, attendedthe
forum.

Mexico is fully aware
of China's economic
importance in Latin
America and admires its
huge economic growth,
Garciasaid.

There are many areas
in which Mexico can
cooperatewith China, she
said, including manu-
facturing, tourism and
exploitation of natural

Garciatold Xinhuathat
she hoped investments
from China would help
create more job opportu-
nities for local residents.
Zacatecas is one of the
states in Mexico from
where large numbers of
people emigrate to the
United States every year
to seek jobs.

Wang Jinzhen, vice
president of China's
International Trade Pro-
motion Committeesaid at
the forum that China will
increaseitsinvestmentsin
Latin America as its ties
withtheregionarestreng-
thened. The forum will
conclude on Wednesday.

Xinhua

All items from Xinhua News
Agency

Chinese Defence Minister meets
Malaysian Chief of Air Force

Beuing, 15 April — Chinese Defence Minister
Liang Guangliemet here Tuesday with Chief of theAir
Force of Maaysia Tan Sri Dato’ Sri Azizan Bin
Ariffin.

Liang, alsostatecouncilor, said ChinaandMalaysia
enjoy all-round development of bilateral relation in
recentyears, withmutual trustin politicsandimportant
partnership in economy.

Highlighting sound growth of relationsbetweenthe
two armed forces, Liang believed that Azizan's visit
will hel padvancetherel ationsbetweenthetwo nations
and the two militaries, especially the two air forces.

Liang said Chinaapplauded Malaysia s adherence

in Indian busfall Xinhua | resources. to one-China policy.—Xinhua

New DELHI, 16 April — A total of 44 died and 12 ( Peoplewatchan )
missing when an Indian transport bus carrying about overturned bus after it
50 schoolchildren fell into a main irrigation canal in veered off a bridge and
Gujarat state early Wednesday, local media reported. plunged into a canal at

The accident occurred at about 6 am, 70 km from Bodeli village, about
Vadodara, a district in central Gujarat. Forty-four 170 km (106 miles)
people including 32 schoolgirls and nine schoolboys south of the western
died. Searches were underway to trace the 12 other Indian city of
passengers still missing. Ahmedabad on 16

M ost of the children werebetween eight and 10and April, 2008. The
were going to appear for an examination, which has incident occurred on
been canceled by the state education official. Five of Wednesday, killing at
them were rescued and admitted to Vadodara civil least 44 school
hospital. Local media said soon after the accident children and three
locals recovered nine bodies. adults, police said.

Xinhua S XINHUA )
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* Weremain ever united
whoever triesto divide us
And will cast “Yes’ vote

S

L et’'s cast "yes vote

Bagyi Phyo: Hi, Maung De Doh. Some

say that thepeopleshoul d not cast vote
in the referendum to be held on May
10, and somesay that thepeopleshould
cast ‘no’ voteif they participateinthe
referendum. What is your opinion
about that?

Maung De Doh: Well, | wonder whether

you will cast vote or not.

Bagyi Phyo: Oh, it depends on what we

will benefit from if we cast vote and
what sorts of benefits we will missif
wedon't. What votel will cast—'yes
voteor ‘no’ vote a so depends on that
point. | am just one of the ordinary
people. So, | don’t know much about
that. | think | will stay at homeif itis
all right although | don’t cast vote.

Maung De Doh: Right, Bagyi Phyo. |

think no one will trouble themselves
going to polling booth to cast vote if
so. But, the people should think over
astowhether they will cast voteor not.
If themajority of the peoplecast ‘yes
vote in the referendum, our country
will haveaconstitution. If themgjority
of the people cast ‘no’ vote or do not
cast vote, the constitution cannot be
approved.

Bagyi Phyo: What do we haveto dowith

thecongtitution?What istheuseof the
constitution?Itisalongtimethenation
has been without a constitution.
Whether thereisacongtitution or not,
we can have our mealsonly if weearn
money.

Maung De Doh: That iswhat | want to

say. If thereisaconstitution, ordinary
peoplelikeyou and mecan enjoy alot
of rights.

Bagyi Phyo: Come on, what rights will

weenjoy?| aminterested in that point
if it concernsrights. Youmeanlikein
Pyidawtha period, each person was
about to get an apartment, a car and
monthly assistanceof 800kyats?Eight
hundred kyatsisno longer all right at
present. Itwill beall rightif theamount
is 80,000 kyats instead of 800 kyats.

MaungDeDoh: Ah, Bagyi Phyo, relying

on the government for all the needsis
outdated. Thisage, the people haveto
rely onthemselvesif they wanttohave
aprosperousfuture. Therightswewill
enjoy arethat wecandoour businesses
freely in the framework of law. The
forthcoming constitution will
guarantee that an individual, a group
or an organization cannot monopolize
the economy. There is no need to
worry that our enterprises will be

nationalized or the currency in
circulation will be demonetized.
Farmers can enjoy reasonable prices
for their crops. Necessary lawswill be
prescribedtoensuretherightsof farmers
and workers. Forced labour is
prohibited, and the constitution will
guarantee no detriment to the life and
freedom of every citizen. In addition,
every citizen will enjoy freedom of
expressionand peaceful procession, the
righttoorganize, andtherightto profess
religions of their choice. The
constitution will guarantee no
discrimination against or in favour of
particul ar peopleregardlessof sex, race,
religion, birth place, position, status
and wealth. The winning government
will take measures as far as it can to
reducetheunemployment rateand care
of mothers and children, orphans, the
children of fallen servicemen, elderly
personsandthedisabled. Itwill provide
assistance for outstanding students
irrespectiveof raceandreligion. Mainly,
the winning government will ensure
that every citizencanenjoy al therights
they should do, and all rights equally.

Bagyi Phyo: Great, but to whom will we

haveto tell so that we can get theright
yousaid?Wefarmersdon’t haveaccess
toofficid sandwehavenever appeared
inacourt.

MaungDeDoh: Thatisthemostimportant

point. If you want to express your
wishes, you can elect a reliable
representative to have your wishes
fulfilled. Inthisregard, youwill haveto
cast vote in the election to elect a
representative, but only after the draft
congtitution is approved.

Bagyi Phyo: Therepresentativeyousaidis

like a member of Parliament in the
Parliamentary Period. | have much
knowledgeabout aParliament member.
Hetdkedbigwhilecanvassingfor votes.
He said as if our region would be
developed in ashort time after he won
in the election. And he said he would
help our village get electricity. In
practice, till hewasremoved, our village
didnot get el ectricity. Wehavetoenjoy
power supply projects like river-water
pumping projects only when we have
entered thisera.

Maung De Doh: Democracy is like that

Bagyi Phyo. Itisjustlikeavideo,itmay
not be good simply because it stars
famous actors and actresses. Although
acandidateisfrom afamous party, we
cannot believe that he will serve the

N

Maung De Doh }j

Demonstration of casting vote given in Loikaw, Kayah State—mnNa

interests of hisown region. It islikea
cattle broker who needsto examineaall
parts of acow whenit istraded. If we
can make a thorough choice, we can
have areliable candidate.

Bagyi Phyo: Actually, apaliticianisaone
who usualy makes use of words or
speech.

Maung DeDoh: Thisistheir job, Bagyi. A
parliament isaplace for speaking. The
duties of hluttaw (parliament)
representativesaretopresent thewishes
and requirements of the public in the
interests of the public voters, to protect
therightsof the public votersandtotry
to develop their own constituencies.

Bagyi Phyo: Doesit work by words?

Maung DeDoh: No, absolutely not, Bagyi
Phyo. When there is an issue to be
solved, adraft bill has to be submitted
first and then it is to be approved by
vote. And the government isto address
the issue in accord with that law. If
farmers like Bagyi Phyo demand
increased agricultural loans, for
example, hluttaw representatives will
have to submit a bill on increase of
agricultural loans and put forward the
bill totheparliament. Thosesupporting
and opposing will discusstheissueand
argue. The government is to cal for
those responsible for enquiry.
Eventualy, negotiationismadeandthe
bill will be approved by vote. If thehill
gets mgjority of the vote, Bagyi Phyo
will enjoy increased agricultural loans.

Bagyi Phyo: In that case, if there is no
congtitution, there is no parliament. If
there is no parliament, we have no
platform to make our voice heard.

Maung De Doh: That's right, Bagyi.
Hluttaw representatives have the right
tospeak freely inlinewiththerulesand
regulations of the parliament without
having any fear. They canalso strongly
criticize the ruling government. There

isno causeto fear for them to betaken
action for that. Thelaw protectsthem.
But they have no right to speak abuse
language and quarrel each other. A
hluttaw representative must have his
dignity. The people can listen to the
discussions of the representatives in
the parliament in accord with the law.

Bagyi Phyo: Oh,it’ sgreat. Butthereisone

more thing | want to know. Some
politicians say that in the time of the
military government, they havenoright
to speak freely; they don't have any
rights, they have to do what they are
asked forcibly. However, they are
shouting for ‘no’ votes for the
congtitution that has vested them with
the rights they need. Why?

M aungDeDoh: Whenthegovernment says

‘whitée , they (politicians) will say ‘ black’.
Although they are shouting that they
don’twantthemilitary government, they
areprayingintheir mindsforthemilitary
government to live long.

Bagyi Phyo: Don't make me confused,

please.

MaungDeDoh: It' slikethis, Bagyi Phyo.

Such politicians are gaining benefits
by shouting that they want no military
government. To shout so, they are
given millions of dollars covertly or
overtly. If themilitary government no
longer existsasthe constitution comes
intoforce, they don’t needto shout and
will losetheir profits. Thisiswhy, they
are demanding to cast ‘no’ votes for
thecongtitutioninorder thatitisnotto
be approved and the military
government’srule isto be prolonged.

Bagyi Phyo: Oh, | see. It makesmeclear.

Asfar as| am concerned, | will surely
give ‘yes vote to the congtitution so
that the people have the rights they
need and the right to speak freely and
to earn their living in a peaceful way.
(Trandation:M S+ST)
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Senior General Than Shwe...

(from page 1)
Lt-Gen Myat Hein, Mgj-
Gen Khin Zaw and Adju-
tant-General Maj-Gen
Thura Myint Aung of the
Ministry of Defence, Chair-
man of Mandalay Division
PDC Commander of Cen-
tral Command Brig-Gen
Tin Ngwe, ministers, sen-
ior military officers, depart-
mental heads of the SPDC
Office and ministries, offi-
cials, nuns, membersof the
Union Solidarity and De-
velopment Association, so-
cia andreligiousorganiza-
tions and guests.

Senior General Than
ShweandwifeDaw Kyaing
Kyaingoffered' soon'’, fruit,
lights, flowers and water
and paid homage to the
Buddhaimage.

The ceremony was
openedwiththree-timereci-
tation of Namo Tassa.

Member of the State

NinePrecepts. Membersof
the Sangharecited Parittas.
The Senior Genera and
wife donated rice, edible
oil anda mstotheSayadaw.

SPDC member Gen-
era Thura Shwe Mann,
Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thiha
ThuraTin Aung Myint Oo,
SPDC members, senior
military officers, theminis-
ters and officials offered
provisions to members of
the Sangha. The fam-
ily of the Senior Generd
presented rice, edible ail,
robes and alms to nuns
through Presiding Nun
Maha  Ganthavacaka
Pandita  Saddhamma
Jotikadhaja Daw
Pavarasingi of Zayan Nun-
nery.
Member of Mandalay
Division Sangha Nayaka
Committee PyinOoLwin
KanU Monastery Sayadaw
BhaddantaNanissaradeliv-

Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing donate rice, edible oil and almsto a
Sayadaw.— MNA

Senior General Than Shwe releases pigeons, doves, owls and sparrows
at National Kandawgyi Gardens. —mnNa

Central Working Commit-
tee of the Sangha
PyinOoLwin Ponnyakari
KheleMonastery Sayadaw
Agga Maha Saddhamma
Jotikadhaja Bhaddanta
Sumana administered the

ered asermon, followed by
sharing of merits.

The ceremony ended
with three-time recitation
of Buddha Sasanam Ciram
Titthatu.[Senior General
Than Shwe, wife Daw

Kyaing Kyaing and party
offered ‘soon’ to members
of the Sangha and nuns at
Gandakuti Building.
Afterwards, they re-
leaseddoves, pigeons, owls,
sparrows and fish at Na-

Daw Kyaing Kyaing, wife of Senior General Than Shwe, releases pigeons,
doves, owls and sparrows at National Kandawgyi Gardens. —mnNA
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Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing release fish
at National Kandawgyi Gardens. —wmnNa

tional Kandawgyi Gar-
dens. Likewise, mem-
bers of USDA, Women's
Affairs Organization, Ma-
ternal and Child Welfare
Association, Red Cross

Society and Auxiliary Fire
Brigadesreleased fishinto
Kandawgyi Lake.

The Senior General
and party viewed beautify-
ing tasks at the gardens by

car. Today, being
Myanmar New Y ear Day,
the National Kandawgyi
Gardens was packed with
holiday-makers.

MNA

Family members of Senior General Than Shwe offer rice, edible ail

8/1/18, 11:30 AM

and almsto nuns.— MNA
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Ratify Constitution

For flourishing of demacracy

S

Commission for Holding Referendum meets |
sub-commissionsin Shan State (North), Rakhine,
Kayah and Kayin States, Taninthayi Division

NaY Pyi Taw, 12 April
— The Commission for
Holding Referendum met
with members of the sub-
commissions of Shan State
(North), Rakhine, Kayah
and Kayin States and
Taninthayi Division, district,
township and ward and
village-tracts at the
respective states and
divisonson10and11April.

Atthecity hallinLashio
on11April,theCommission
for Holding Referendum
held a meeting with
members of the Shan State
(North), District, Township,
WardandVillage-tract Sub-
commissions. Commission
member U T Khun Myat
delivered an address.
Chairman of Shan State
(North) Sub-commission U
Maung Maung Aung
reported on tasks being
prepared for polling station

Commission member U Maung Hla delivers an address in meeting with District/Township/Ward subcommissionsin
Taninthayi Division.—mNA

seeking the approva of the
draft constitution and
matters related to the
ReferendumLawandRules,
and replied to the queries
raised by members of the

membersof Kayah Stateand
other different sub-
commissions.
TheChairmanof Kayah
State Sub-commission
reported on matters related

A voting demonstration in progressin Kayin State.— mMna

and ballot boxes.
Commission mem-ber
U T Khun Myat and party
viewed the polling
demonstration at the hall of
No 5 Basic Education
Middle Schoal in Lashio.
A similar meeting was
heldatthecity hdlinSittway
on11April, withanaddress
by Commission member U
Thein Shwe Maung.
Chairman of Rakhine
StateSub-commissonUYe
Naing Aung reported on

18-4-08 NL 9

Didtrict, Township, Ward
and Village-tract Sub-
commissions.

Commissionmem-bers
U Thein Shwe Maung and
U Kyar Tun and party
ingpectedthesamplepolling
station and the
demonstration of polling
process.

At the city hall in
Loikaw on 10 April,
Commission member U
Kyaw Din delivered an
address at the meeting with

to the referendum and
replied to the questions
raised by those present.
Commissonmem-bers
U Kyaw Din and U Kyaw
Tun and party viewed the
polling demonstration at
Loikaw BEHSNo 1.
On11April,thesimilar
meeting was held at
Zwegabin Hal in Hpaan,
attended by Commission
member U Saw BaHlaing.

Chairman of Kayin ‘

State Sub-commission U
Maung Maung reported on
preparationsfor holding the
referendum.

Commissonmem-bers
U Saw Ba Hlaing and
U Lan Zone and party
inspected the polling
demonstration at Hpa-an
BEHSNo 1.

At the hall of Myek
BEHS No 1, the
Commission for Holding
Referendum met with
members of the sub-
commissions of Taninthayi
Division, District,
Township, Ward and
Village-tracts on 10 April.
Commission member U
Maung Hla delivered a

speech.

Commissionmem-ber
U Sa Yi Kyan and
Chairman of Taninthayi
Divison Sub-commission
U Than Win explained
preparationsfor holdingthe
referendum and replied to
the queriesraised by those
present. Commission
member UMaungHlagave
concluding remarks. L ater,
they viewed the
demonstration on casting
votes.

Sincethe second week
of March 2008, the five
books—* StateCongtitution
Draft(2008)’,‘ Referendum
Law',‘ReferendumRules
‘Manual for Referendum
Holding Commission
Polling StationHeads', and

‘Work Guiddine for Ward/
Village-tract Sub-
commissions — have been

distributed to related
organizations.
The book ‘State

Congtitution (Draft)’ can be
studied at the libraries of
Township Information and
Public Relations
Departments across the
nation, thelibrariesunderthe
Ministry of Culture, libraries
of universities, collegesand
institutes, and copies are
available now at the
bookstalls of News and
Periodicals Enterprise,
Sarpay Beikman Book
Centre, and private book
shops.

MNA

An official demonstrates polling processin Lashio.— mMNA

8/1/18, 11:30 AM
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Pilgrims doing meritorious deeds at Phayakoesu Pagoda in Nay Pyi Taw Pyinmana on Myanmar New Year Day. (News on page 16)—MNA

Y CDC holds ceremony
to receive Parittas and
Paritta water

pour

Y ANGON, 17 April —
With the purpose of
clearing all forms of
danger to the public,
Y angon City
Development
Committee held a
ceremony to receive
Parittas and pour Paritta
water at the pandal of
Yeku waterwork in
Mayangon Township
this evening.

Present on the
occasion were Vice-

Chairman Sayadaws
Mandalay Division
Mahaaungmyay
Township Masoeyein
Kyaungtaik Presiding
Sayadaw Agga Maha
Pandita Bhaddanta
Tajawsarabhivamsa and
Y angon Division South
Okkalapa Township
Ngwekyaryan Pariyatti
Sarthintaik Presiding
Sayadaw Agga Maha
Pandita Bhaddanta
Revata, Membersof State

Minister Brig-Gen Lun Thi
recelves Energy Minister of
Republic of Kalmykia

Nay Pyi Taw, 17 April — Minister for Energy
Brig-Gen Lun Thi received Energy Minister of
Republic of Kalmykia of the Russian Federation Mr
Chedyrov Borisand Russian Ambassador to Myanmar
Dr Mikhail M Geladze and party at his office here on

8 April.

At the call, they frankly discussed matters on
energy cooperation.—MNA

Sagha Maha Nayaka
Committee, members of
the Sangha, YCDC
Chairman Mayor Brig-
GenAung TheinLinand
wife Daw Khin Hsan
Nwe, Joint-Secretary U
Kyaw Soeand members,
headsof departmentsand
their wives and staff
families.

The congregation
received the Five
Precepts from Yangon
Division South Okkalapa
Township Ngwekyaryan
Pariyatti Sarthintaik
Presiding Sayadaw Agga
M ahaPanditaBhaddanta
Revata and members of
the Sangha recited
Parittas.

Members of the
Sangha, the Mayor and
party poured Paritta
water into Gyobyu,
Hlawgaand Ngamoeyeik
drinking water |akes.

MNA

Cash donated
to Shwedagon
Pagoda

YaNcon, 17 April —
For renovation of the
Shwedagon Pagoda, the
Waynaya Thukha
Yaychansin Association
donated K 1 million and
foreign exchanges to the
pagoda board of trustees
today (Myanmar New
Y ear Day). The
association has already
contributed K 8.8 million
to the Shwedagon
Pagoda—MNA

Botahtaung Pagoda
packed with pilgrims
and devotees on
Myanmar New Year
Day.

(News on Page-2)

Maha Thingyan Gold Cup Golf
Tournament held in PyinOoL win

Navy Py1 Taw, 17 April
— Maha Thingyan Gold
Cup Golf Tournament to
mark the 50" anniversary
of PyinOoLwinGolf Club
took placeat PyinOoLwin
golf coursefrom 13 to 15
April.

A total of over 200
contestantsfrom 30teams
participated in Gold,
Silver and Bronze level
events, women’ sdivision

18-4-08 NL 10

andmen’ssenior division.

Chairman of
Mandalay Division Peace
and Development Council
Commander of Central
Command Brig-Gen Tin
Ngwe teed off the ball to
open the tournament on
13 April.

At Gold level team
event, PyinOoLwin Golf
Club(A) clinchedtheGold
Cup and Mandalay Golf

Club (A) fetched second
prize. At Silver level team
event, Muse Golf Club
stood first and Mandalay
Golf Club, second. At
Bronze level team event,
PyinOoLwin Golf Club
(A) securedfirst prize and
PyinOoLwin Golf Club
(C), second prize.

KM Golf Centre was
the main sponsor of the
tournament.—MNA

M ahas M editation Centre holds
New Year Charity Fair

Y anGon, 17 April —
Hitaythi Group of Mahasi
Meditation Centre
organized the 41% New
Year Charity Fair at the
centre, here, this

morning.

After speaking on
the occasion, Chairman
of the Hitaythi Group U
Kyaw openedthecharity
fair.

A total of 3,600 draw
lots from 60 Padethabins
worth over K 4.5 million
were donated to members
of the Sangha, nuns and
lay persons. —MNA

A golfer taking part in Maha Thingyan Gold Cup Golf Tournament in

8/1/18, 11:30 AM

PyinOoLwin.—mNA
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Sevilla show :
Members of
the Teatro de
Altura
perform by the
cathedral in
Sevilla as part
of the

M
D

international
theatre festival
which takes
placein the
city from 15-
27 April.

\? 7) INTERNET

A King Penguin peersinto the camera while othersare seen in an
enclosure at the Singapore Bird Park on 16 April, 2008, in Singapore. The Cat by thetail : A man flies hiskite on the beach of Berck-sur-mer,
Park currently houses 30 King Penguins, 15 of which were bred in the northern France, during the 22nd I nternational kite meeting.

pal’k |twf —I| NTERNET |NTERNET

Uruguayan cooks barbecue meat in an attempt
to break arecord for the world’ s largest
barbecue in Montevideo, on 13 April, 2008.
INTERNET

Flower child : An Indonesian model in costume
and decorated with flowers takes part in the Solo
Batik Carnival in the central Java city of Solo
recently.—INTERNET

18-4-08 NL
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China has morethan
143,000 lawyers

Belang, 16 April —
China now has more
than 13,000 law firms
with 143,000 lawyers,
according to the Minis-
try of Justice here on
Wednesday.

The number of govern-
ment employed lawyers
has reached 2,649, who
are civil servants with
lawyers qualificationand
only processcasesof their

own departments.

There are also 250
companies which have
their own company
employed lawyers who
play a similar role as the
government employed
lawyers.

Inrecentyears, Chinese
lawyershavehandled 8.55
million litigation cases
and 4.23 million non-
litigation cases, and

offered legal consultation
to 16,000 government
agencies and 260,000
enterprises.

“We should improve
lawyers’ quantity and
quality, help the lawyers
in the middle and west of
China, participatemorein
the international legal
actions,” said WuAiying,
Minister of Justice.

MNA/Xinhua

Researchersfind rare giant
turtlein Vietham

Hanoi, 17 April—
Biologistshaveidentified
a soft-shell giant turtle of
cultural significance in
northernVietnamthat was
believed to be extinct in
the wild, researchers said
on Thursday.

After three years of
searching, Asian turtle
experts found, photo-
graphedandidentifiedthe
turtle (Rafetus swinhoei),

theonly knownlivingsuch
specimen, in a lake west
of the capital, Hanoi.
The Cleveland
Metroparks Zoo in the
United States, which
sponsored the research,
made the announcement
in astatement.“Thisisan
incredibly important
discovery because the
Swinhoe€' sturtleis one of
the most critically

Egypt confirms 50th human

bird flu case

Calro, 16 April — Egyptian Health Ministry on
Wednesday confirmed anew human bird flu caseina
northern governorate, bringing thetotal number of the
fatal diseaseto 50 inthe most populous Arab country.

Two-year-old Mahmoud Ramadan from Shargiya
governorate, 65 km north of Cairo, was admitted to
Cairo's Abbasiya Chest Hospital onMonday after
suffering from bird flu symptoms, including high
emperature and respiratory problems, the ministry

said in a statement.

After having been transferred on Tuesday to
Manshiyat el-Bakri Hospital to continue his medical
treatment, the boy is currently in stable condition, it
added.Ramadan was the second human bird flu case
reported in a week in Egypt. A 30-year-old woman
fromthe Matariyah district, 10 km northeast of Cairo,
died of the avian influenza on April 11.

She was Egypt’s 49th human bird flu case.Egypt
detected itsfirst HSN1 virusin dead poultry in February.

MNA/Xinhua

The Mexican naval training ship ARM Cuauhtemoc docks at the Vasco
Nunez de Balboa naval port in Panama City, Wednesday, 16 April, 2008. The
Cuauhtemoc naval school ship isin Panama to crossthe isthmus en route to

the Caribbean Sea as a part of a training cruise.—INTERNET

Australia launches
richest literary prize

CANBERRA,16 April —
Australia srichestliterary
prize was launched on
Wednesday, withtheprize
worth 110,000 Australian
dollars (100,000 US
dollars) for fictions.

The West Australian
Premier's Literary Prize
was announced in Perth,
the state capital of West
Australia

Thebestwork of fiction
is confined to an author
living in Australia, New
Zedland or Asia

Itisalsoopentoauthors
from other parts of the
world whose novel is set
in the region.

The Sri Lankan-born
author, Nury Vittachi, one
of three judges of the
prize, said it was great
news for the authors of
theworldandwouldrival
the celebrated Man
Booker or Pulitzer prizes
in the quality of
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competition.

Vittachi said that while
the Booker and the
Pulitzer were associated
with the United Kingdom
and the United States
respectively, there was a
hugegapinliterary awards
for the 4 billion people
living in Asia and
Australia.

“What thesefinepeople
havedoneiscreated some-
thing global, something
massive on the scale of
the Booker, on the scale
of the Pulitzer. And,
where is it based? It's
based here in Western
Australia,” Vittachi was
quoted by the Australian
Associated Press.

Itwasananomaly that
most of the world’'s
literature came from the
west when so much of the
world’'s population lived
in Asig, he said.

MNA/Xinhua

Bomb hurts 3
Basque police
after ETA call
Maprip, 17 April—A
bomb hidden in a bag
exploded outside a
political party officeinthe
Basque city of Bilbao on
Thursday morning,
injuringthreepoliceofficers
who had already cordoned
off the area following an
ETA rebel warning, apolice
spokeswoman said.
The bomb exploded at
6 am loca time, half an
hour after an anonymous
caler warned it had been
placed and claimed the
attack for Basqueseparatists
ETA, the spokeswoman
said. Two of the police
officers suffered acoustic
trauma from the noise
made by the blast and
another wasinjured to an
unknown extent, shesaid.
The explosive was
placed outside an office
used by Spain’ sgoverning
SociaistPartyinBilbao's
L a Pena neighbourhood.
MNA/Reuters

Philippines population
climbs above 88 million

MaNILA, 17 April —
The population of the
Philippinesreached 88.57
million at a census in
August last year, up
from76.5millionin 2000,
and the country’s top
economic planner said
policies needed to be
reviewed.

However, the
government of theRoman
Catholicnationisunlikely
to switch to promoting
artificial birth control,
experts said.

ThePhilippineshasone
of the highest population
growthratesintheregion,
with at least three babies
born every minute.

The growth dilutes
economic gains and the
country does not produce
enough food to feed its
people.

“The population is
increasing and it means
that government has to
more vigorously imple-
mentitspopulationpolicy,
which is responsible

8/1/18, 11:30 AM

parenthood and the
advocacy for natural
family planning,”
Economic  Planning
Secretary Augusto Santos
told Reuterson Thursday.
“I think the
population commission
will have to review its
policies,” he added.

“Wereally need greater
efforts. It means we have
to work harder to make
the economy function
more properly and more
smoothly.”

At least one-third of the
people are poor and the
number of poor isgrowing
faster thanthepopul ation.

Last month, govern-
ment data showed that
28 million people, about
athird of the population,
were subsisting on less
than $1 per day in 20086,
up 16 percent from
2003.

But Santossaidartificial
birth control remained a
sensitive issue.

MNA/Reuters

endangered species of
turtleintheworld,” Doug
Hendrie, the Vietnam-
based coordinator of the
US zoo's Asian Turtle
Programme, said in the
statement.

“This species has
legendary status among
the people of Vietnam, so
this is perhaps an op-
portunity for thelegendto
live on.”

Researcher Tim
McCormack of Education
for Nature-Vietnam,
whichwasinvolvedinthe
project, declined to
provide the name of the
lake or give other details
of theturtle' slocation for
fear it would be hunted
and sold into the wildlife
trade. The zoo said that
only threeother specimens
of the turtle are known to
scientists, two at zoos in
China and one in the
storied Hoan Kiem Lake
(TheLakeof theReturned
Sword) in the centre of
Hanoi.

Theturtlescanweigh
upto 136 kg (300pounds),
measure up to 0.9144
metres (3-00 feet) and
live more than 100 years.

But researchers say

they have become

virtually extinct because

of hunterswhokilledthem

for food, loss of nesting
haitats and pollution.

MNA/Reuters

Earthquake
hits Aleutian
| lands

Honeg Kong,16 April

An earthquake
measuring 6.5 on the
Richter scale hit
Aleutianlslandsat 02:04
p.m. local time ( 604
GMT) on Wednesday,
according to a bulletin
released by the Hong
Kong Observatory.

The epicenter was
initially determined to be
52.0degreesnorthlatitude
and 179.1 degrees east
longitude, about 870 km
west of Unalaska Island,
Alaska of the United
States.

MNA/Xinhua



Los ANGELEs, 15 April
— A chemical in plastic
packaging such as baby
bottles might be harmful
to the development of
children’s brains and
reproductiveorgans, aUS
government report said

Tuesday. Thereis some
concern about bisphenol
A, or BPA for neural and
behavioral effects in
fetuses, infants and
children at current human
exposures, said a report
released by the National

Chemical in plastic packaging
may harm baby growth

Toxicology Programme,
part of the US National
Institutes of Health.The
institute came to the
conclusionafter re-
viewing about 500 |abo-
ratory animal experi-
ments. The chemi-cal’s
effects on adultsis rated
as “negligible” in the
report.

The report said labo-

A chemical in plastic packaging such as baby bottles | odents exposed t
might be harmful to the development of children’s rerary focen's e °
brains and reproductive organs.—INTERNET

BPA levels similar to
humanexposuredevel oped
precancerouslesionsinthe
prostate and mammary
glands. It noted the
possibility that BPA may
impact human develop-
ment cannot be dismissed
and more research is
needed—MNA/Xinhua
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Alzhaemer’ssetsin earlier for
heavy drinkers, smokers

WasHINGTON, 16 April
— Heavy drinkers and
smokers develop Alzhel-
mer’ sdiseaseyearsearlier
than people who do not
drink or smoke heavily,
according a new study
released Wednesday.

Researchers from the
Mount Sinai Medical
Centre in Miami, Florida,
and fellows from the
American Academy of
Neurology have reported
that the combination of
heavy drinking and heavy
smoking reduced the age
of onset of Alzheimer's
disease by six to seven
years.

“So these two factors
are among the most
important preventablerisk

factors for Alzheimer’s
disease,” said study author
RanjanDuarainaprepared
statement.

It has been projected
that adelay in the onset of
the disease by five years
would lead to a nearly 50-
percentreductioninthetotal
number of Alzheimer’'s
cases. “It's possible that
if we can reduce or eimi-
nate heavy smoking and
drinking, we could sub-
stantially delay the onset of
Alzheimer’s disease for
people and reduce the
number of peoplewhohave
Alzheimer’ sat any pointin
time,” Duarasaid.

Thestudy looked at 938
people aged 60 and older
who were diagnosed with

possible or probable
Alzheimer’ sdisease. The
researchers gathered
information from family
members on drinking and
smoking history and
determined whether the
participants had one
specific variant of the
APOE gene, which
increases the risk of
Alzheimer’s disease.

Peoplewith the variant
alsodevelop Alzheimer’'s
at anearlier agethanthose
who do not have the gene
variant.

Seven percent of the
study participants had a
history of heavy drinking,
whichwasdefinedasmore
than two drinks per day.

MNA/Xinhua

Bangladesh to
pressfor Global
Food Security
Compact at
UNCTAD
meeting

DHaka, 16 April —
Bangladeshwill pressfor
a Global Food Security
Compact to expand food
availability, Bangladeshi
caretaker government’s
Foreign Adviser Iftekhar
Ahmed Chowdhury told
mediaWednesday while
sharing some views on
the upcoming UNCTAD
meeting.

The forthcoming
United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and De-
velopment(UNCTAD) Xl
Conferece will be held in
Accra, Ghana, next week.
Ahmed observed That the
recentworldwideshortages
ingrainsupplyissignificant
enough for the United
Nationsto focus on.

On 19 April, therewill
be a Ministerial Con-
ference of the Least
Developed Countries
(LDCs) to finalize the
LDCs position in that
conference. Ahmed will
chair the conference.

The foreign adviser
noted that among the
LDCs are some most
vulnerable ones as they
are hit hardest by food
shortages—MNA/Xinhua
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Bank employees cross a street in downtown Frankfurt, central Germany,
Wednesday, 16 April, 2008, during an evacuation drill. A city spokesman says
that nearly 10,000 people working in Frankfurt’s financial district have been

safely evacuated from six skyscrapers. The move was part of a drill to test

emergency response times.—XINHUA

Multiple factor s affect

preemies survival chance

Belang, 17 April — A new study showsat least five
factors affect preemies chance of survival besides
gestational age, according The New England Journal
of Medicine as quoted by media Thursday.

Focused on nearly 4,200 extremely premature
infants, thestudy showsbabiesborn between 22 and 25
weeks gestation were more likely to survive, if

—They were born at alater gestational age

—They were female

—Their mothersweregivenantenatal corticosteroids
shortly before giving birth

—They were born single, rather than part of a
multiple birth

—They had higher birth weights

Traditionally, doctorsusegestational age, thenumber
of weeksfromfertilizationtobirth, to determinewhether
apreemie should receive invasive care.

“For the first time, parents and their doctors will
have the best available information on which to base
one of the most difficult and time-sensitive decisions
they are ever likely to face,” said John Langer, a co-
author of the study, who works in Maryland as a
statistician for the North Carolina-based Research
Triangle Institute. —Internet

A new study shows at
least five factors affect
preemies’ chance of
survival besides
gestational age,
according The New
England Journal of
Medicine as quoted by
media Thursday.
XINHUA

8/1/18, 11:30 AM

SKoreacullsthreemln birds
asbird flu spreadsfast

SeouL, 17 April—
South Korea said on
Thursday it had culled
three million farmed
birds and was probing
seven fresh cases of
suspected bird flu, asthe
country grappleswithits
worst avian influenza
outbreak in four years.

In just two weeks,
South  Korea has
confirmed 12 casesof the
deadly H5N1 strain,
raising alarm as the
highly virulent virus is
spreading at its fastest
rate since the country
reported its first case in
2003.

The farm ministry
said on Thursday it had
seven new reports of
suspected bird flu
outbreaks at poultry
farmsinNorth and South
Jeolla provinces, some
320km (200 miles) south

of Seoul, where the first
bird flu recurrence for a
year wasreported earlier
this month.

The country raised
therisk level for bird flu
to the second highest on
Wednesday and sent 200
soldiers to kill and bury
birds, asan outbreak was
confirmed at a farm in
Pyeongtaek, just 60 km
south of Seoul, bringing
the disease closer to the
capital.

Theministry said on
Thursday its quarantine
work would focus on
speeding up slaughter-
ing and investigating
possible causes of the
spread such asmigrating
birds and transport
workers who have been
moving around affected
sites and other parts of
the country.

MNA/Xinhua
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Santos scrape through

with last-minute goal

Rio De JaNEIRO, 17 April — Santos scraped into the
last 16 of the Libertadores Cup by coming from behind
to beat Cucuta 2-1 at home with alast-minute goal on
Wednesday.

Argentina s San Lorenzo also qualified with a 3-0
win over Venezuelan champions Caracas FC, whose
goalkeeper Vicente Rosales scored an own goa and
gave away another with a dreadful blunder.

Santosfinished secondin Group Six with 10 points,
one ahead of Guadalgjara whose 3-0 away win over
Bolivian champions San Jose wasin vain.

Colombian provincia side Cucuta, who topped the
group with11 points, had aready qualified.

“It wasn't pretty, it wasn't brilliant but it was
exactly what weneeded,” Santoscoach Emerson Leao
said. “Thisiswhat the Libertadores is about.”

Cucuta, surprise semi-finalists last year,
stunned Pele’s former club when midfielder Lin
Carlos Henry curled in a free kick in the 23rd
minute.

Kleber Pereira equalised for the Brazilians in the
69th minute but tempersflared shortly afterwardswith
an ugly clash which led to red cards for Henry and
Santos defender Domingos.

Leao was then ordered from the touchline for a
furious, finger-pointing protest to the linesman.

With Guadalgjarawinningin Bolivia, Santoswere
facing elimination until the 89th minute.

They were rescued when Kleber’'s chipped cross
wasmisjudged by Andres Castellanos, theball hitthe
crossbar and Mariano Tripodi volleyed in the re-
bound.

Despite playing at 3,700 metres above sealevel in
the Bolivian mining town of Oruro, Guadal gjara con-
trolled their game and led 2-0 at halftime with abrace
from Sergio Avila

Gonzalo Pinedaadded thethird for theMexicansin
the 55th minute, one minute after San Jose had Sandro
Coelho sent off.

MNA/Reuters

Roma have edgein Cup
semi and Inter draw

Bewing, 17 April — A Rocket shot from Francesco
Totti gave holders AS Roma a 1-0 home win over
Cataniain their Italian Cup semi-final first leg yester-
day.

In the other first leg, Serie A leaders Inter Milan
drew 0-0 at hometo Lazioinadiregameon aslippery
surface.

Lazio played their best side after resting some big
gunsin Sunday’s 1-1 draw with Sienawhile Inter had
alargely second string lineup, with David Suazo and
Hernan Crespo their only available strikers due to
injury and suspension.

The pair combined for the clearest chance when
Crespo’s effort was well saved before Inter defender
Nicolas Burdisso hit the bar. Visitors Lazio were
generally better andwereonly foiled by somelast ditch
defending and the offsideflag. In Rome, Totti blasted
infrom 30 metresfollowing Mancini’ srunand passin
the 47th minute to give his side the edge.

With the Serie A title race taking priority, Roma
coach Luciano Spalletti also picked several reserves
but they still dominated and will be frustrated not to
havetakenabigger leadintothesecondleginSicily on
7May. Totti, Ludovic Giuly and Cicinho went close
to increasing the advantage while league strugglers
Catania barely threatened in Walter Zenga's third
game in charge. —MNA/Xinhua

China’sLu Feng (10) vies for the ball with Mexi-
co's Cesar Villaluzin front of the Chinagoal in a
friendly soccer match on 16 April , 2008, in
Seattle. The exhibition isthe first match of
Mexico' s three-game tour of the United States.
INTERNET

Maria Sharapova, of Russia, returnsthe ball
during her 6-0, 6-0 victory over Bethanie Mattek
during the second round of the Family Circle Cup
tennis tournament, in Charleston, SC,
on 16 April, 2008.—INTERNET
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China’ s Du Li competes during the women’s 50m
rifle 3 positionsfinal in the “ Good Luck Beijing”
2008 I SSF World Cup at the Beijing Shooting
Range Hall in Beijing, on 17 April, 2008. Du Li
won the gold of the event with a score of 692.7
points. —XINHUA

Euro 2012 preparations
progressing smoothly
In Poland

Warsaw, 16 April — Warsaw’s preparations for
the organization of Euro 2012 are running on time,
city officials said during Wednesday’ s press confer-
ence summing up thefirst year of preparationsfor the
European soccer event.

According to reports sent by the town hall to
UEFA, the city will have a sufficient and efficient
transport system, airports and hotels able to accom-
modate soccer fans as well as adequate medical and
security backup.

The 55-thousand seat national stadium will be
built in Warsaw at the cost of 1.2 billion zlotys (558
million US dollars).

Meanwhile MP Janusz Piechocinski stressed the
need for the strengthening of public administration
responsible for investments linked with the EURO
2012.

Already visibleare somedelays, Piechocinski told
a Press conference on Wednesday and appealed for
more administrative posts. —MNA/Xinhua

8/1/18, 11:30 AM

Lin winsAsian opener

with ease

Belac, 17 April — World No 1 Lin Dan of China
crushed Indonesia’ s Andreas Adityawarman yester-
day ashe opened his campaign for the Asian Badmin-
ton Championship men’s singles crown.

Lintook |essthan 25 minutesto beat Adityawarman
21-13, 21-13intheir first round match in the southern
Malaysia city of Johor Baru.

The 24-year-old Lin, who will meet Nguyen Tien
Minh of Vietnam in the second round, was barely
stretched by the Indonesian junior.

Thefive-day tournament, which carriestotal prize
money of US$125,000, isthefinal chancefor Asian
players to qualify for the Beijing Olympics in Au-
gust.

No 2 seed Lee Chong Wei of Malaysiastrolled past
Thailand's Tanongsak Saensoomboonsuk 21-13,
21-13inhisopening round matchto set upaclashwith
China s Zhu Wellun.

“1 havealwaysenjoyed playing hereand | know the
crowd isalwaysvery supportiveof me. | don’t want to
let them down either,” said Lee, the home favourite.

China sBao Chunlai, thethird seed, also madeit to
the second round after defeating Jun Takemura of
Japan 21-13, 21-16.

In a major upset, Chinese Taipei’s Chieh Min-
fang and Wen Hsin-cheng scored a21-15, 21-10 win
over the world’s No 2 ranked pair from China, Gao
Ling and Zhang Bo, in the mixed doubles opening
round.

MNA/Xinhua

Thesailboat JoeFly, of Italy, takesaturn duringthe
Rolex Farr 40 World Championship of sailing in
Miami Beach, Fla, on 16 April, 2008.—INTERNET
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i adopdorig
French Parliament adopts
law againgt anorexia

Paris 16 April — The French parliament has
adopted adraft bill makingit illegal toinciteanorexia, a
disease which is currently afflicting 30,000 to 40,000
peoplein France, accordingto reports.

Thedrafthill, presented | for approval by the Senate
by French Hedth Minigter | in May, comes awesk after

THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Friday, 18 April, 2008 15

A 5-year-old Sumatran tiger named Leanne plays
with her 6-week-old, 12 pound baby, in the outdoor
exhibit at the San Francisco Zoo, on 14 April, 2008

in San Francisco.—INTERNET

Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas

Roselyne Bachelot, is
recommending a two-year
jail sentence and a fine of
30,000 euros (about 47,000
US dollars) for offenders
inciting extreme thinness or
anorexia, by encouraging
prolongeddietary regtrictions
which could have direct
implicationsononée shedth.

The jail sentences will
rangefromthreeyearsanda

the sgning of a charter for
promoting hedthier body
images, and againg anorexia
by Bachelot and fashion,
advertising and media
professond tofightexcessive
thinness of catwak modes.
According to the French
Hedth Minidry, there are
between 30,000 and 40,000
people, a mgority of them
being modds, are suffering

|srad arrests 23 Palestiniang
in West Bank raids

RAMALLAH, 16 April
— |sradli forces arrested
23PaestiniansintheWest
Bank early Wednesday,
said Paedtinian security
sourcesand lsragli media.

The detainees were
taken for interrogation,
saidlsradli reports, without
giving their identities and
which group they are
affiliated with.

Palestinian security
sources said that the
overnight raids and the
etentions took place in
Nablusand Jeninwherea

arrested on Wednesday in
the West Bank.

In a statement sent to
thepressforthePa estinian
prisoner day on April 17,
Hamas also urged
Pa estinianmilitant groups
to free the prisoners
“whatever the price was.”
“All the options are open
for the Palestinian
resistance men, mainly al-
Qassam Brigades (of
Hamas military wing), to
freetheprisoners,” saidthe
statement, calling on the
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fine of 45,000 euro (72,000 | fromanorexiainFrancetoday, | number of Hamas and | Palestinian  National
dollars) whenthisexcessive | while severa countries such | Islamic jihad members | Authority (PNA)torelease
thinnesscausesthedesthofa | as Itdy, Spain and Britain, | were arrested.  Mean- | Hamas supporters held by
person. have dready taken messures | while, Islamic Hamas | security forcesof President
Vatingonthishill,which | to curb this phenomenon. movement saidthreeof its | Mahmoud Abbas.
is expected to be submitted MNA/Xinhua | members were also MNA/Xinhua
Spruce tre&.\
Theworld's
oldest living
tree on record
isanearly
10,000 year-
old spruce that
has been
discovered in
central
Sweden,
Umeaa
University has
said.
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( WEATHER )

Thursday, 17 April, 2008

Summary of obser vationsr ecor ded at 9:30hours
M ST: Duringthepast 24 hours, rain or thundershowers
have been isolatedin Shan State, weather hasbeen
partly cloudy in the remaining States and Divisions.
Day temperatures were (3°C) to (4°C) above April
average temperatures in Kachin, Chin and Kayin
States, Sagaing, Mandalay, Magway, Bago, Y angon
and Ayeyawady Divisionsand about April average
temperaturesin the remaining States and Divisions.
Thesignificant day temperatureswere Minbu (43°C),
Monywa, NyaungU, Chauk, Magway, Aunglan and
Thayawady (42°C) each, Nay Pyi Taw and Hinthada
(41°C) each.

Maximum temperature on 17-4-2008 was 103°F.
Minimum temperature on17-4-2008 was 74°F. Rela-
tivehumidity at (09:30) hoursM ST on 17-4-2008 was
75%. Total sunshine hours on 16-4-2008 was (8.8)
hours approx.

Rainfall on 17-4-2008 was (Nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Ayeand Central Yangon. Total rainfall since
1-1-2008 was (1.69) inches at Mingaladon, (1.85)
inchesat Kaba-Aye and (0.83) inchat Central Y angon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was
(5) mph from Southwest at (23:15) hours MST on16-
4-2008.

Bay inference: Weatheris partly cloudy tocloudy
inthe Andaman Seaand South Bay and generally fair
elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until eveningof 18-4-2008: Like-
lihood of isolated rain or thundershowers in Kachin
and Chin States, upper Sagaing and Taninthayi Divi-
sions, weather will bepartly cloudy in the remaining
areas. Degree of certainty is (60%).

State of the sea: Seas will be moderate in
Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood
of isolated rain or thundershowers inthe Southern
Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
area for 18-4-2008: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 18-4-2008: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 18-4-2008: Partly cloudy.
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VOTE “YES’ for ratification of the Constitution.

:’Let us all \:
1* who are equipped with ardent patriotism, |
I* who cherish genuineindependence, |
i* who aspire per petuation of sovereignty, i
i* who loathe foreign interference and manipulation, and i
i* who oppose puppet gover nment with strings of colonialists, i
I |
! |

For ratification of Congtitution
Let’sgo to polling booth to cast “ Yes' vote.

® Democracy cannot be

achieved by anarchism or
violence, but by Constitution.

Towardsthe new nation
Will ratify Constitution.

\

® Let'sapproveConstitution to
shape our future by ourselves.

A

Nay PyiI Taw celebrates
New Year with meritorious deeds

Z/

Nay Pyi Taw, 17 April — Myanmar people per-
formed meritorious deeds such as keeping Sabbath at
pagodas, temples and monasteries, practising medita-
tion, making donations and setting animals free on
Myanmar New Y ear occasionin Nay Pyi Taw today.

Staff families of Khayay, Gangaw and Padauk
staff quartersin Nay Pyi Taw performed meritorious
deeds at Datusaya Datpaungsu Pagoda.

Let's
cast
'yes
vote

Maung
De Doh

Pace 7

Similarly, pilgrims visited NanU Aung Pagoda,
NanU Pagoda and Tadaingya Pagoda and donated
cash today.

Likewise, pilgrims did meritorious deeds at
Phayakoesu Pagoda and Lawkamarazein Pagoda in
Nay Pyi Taw Pyinmana.

Meritoriousdeedswere performed at K oekhangyi
Hsutaungpyae Pagoda. L ocal peoplereceivedtheNine

Day. —[MNA

Preceptsfrom Ohntaw Pariyatti Sarthintaik Presiding
Sayadaw Bhaddanta Tissain Y wakauk Ward in Nay
Pyi Taw Pyinmana.

Koemokpyan Pagoda was packed with pilgrims
in Nay Pyi Taw Pyinmana Township. Members of
the Sangharecited Parittain respective streetsof Nay
Pyi Taw Pyinmana Ward.

MNA

People paying homage to Datusaya Datpaungsu Pagoda in Nay Pyi Taw Bawgatheikdi Ward on Myanmar New Year



