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Four political objectives
Stability of the State, community peace

and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State Con-

stitution
Building of anew moder n developed nation
in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives

Development of agriculture asthe base and all-round develop-
ment of other sector sof the economy aswell

Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic

system

Development of the economy inviting participation in terms
of technical know-how and investments from sourcesinside
the country and abroad

Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekept inthe
hands of the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives

Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education

standards of the entire nation

Senior General Than Shwe addresses 63¢ Anniver sary Armed Forces Day Parade
Blind to progress of other nations, lack of defensive

alertnessresulted in losing of independence and sovereignty
Value, protect and preserve Independence and Sovereignty

All national races, wherethey reside in country, need to
have firm Union Spirit and national political awareness

Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than Shwe
delivers an address at 63rd Anniversary Armed Forces Day Parade.

MNA

Nay Pvi Taw, 27 March—The following is the full text of the speech
delivered by Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of the Sate Peace and
Development Council Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services, at the 63rd
Anniversary Armed Forces Day Parade today.

Comrades,

Today isthe day
when we clearly showed
and set on record the in-
herent capability and
strength of our peopleand
our Tatmadaw in the his-
tory of the struggle for
Independence.

In order words,
| wish to state that this
was also the day etched
into our history whenthe
entire people demon-
strated their national
pride.

Comrades,

The reason why
our country wasunableto
resist the aggressive wars
of the imperiaists in the
19th century was because
wedid not have amodern
army. In our history, just
as Prince Kanaung tried
to make our country into
an industrialized nation,
he also exerted a special
effort to produce modern
arms for the Tatmadaw.

But after the de-
mise of Prince Kanaung,

the goals of industrial
modernization and the
building of amodernarmy
fell apart. In addition, be-
causewewereblindtothe
progress of other nations
and did not have defen-
sive alertness, we easily
lost our independenceand
sovereignty.

Comrades,

After welost our
independence our people
camenear to being totally
stunted by colonialist

(See page 8)

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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PERSPECTIVES

Friday, 28 March, 2008

Tatmadaw with finetradition
of safeguarding national and
public interests

Thepatriotic Tatmadaw wasconceived
in the independence struggles, consisting of
theyouth bor n of thepeoplewith nationalistic
spirit.

Risking life and limb, the Tatmadaw
has protected the nation for 63 years for
perpetuation of independence and
sovereignty of the nation, and safeguarding
the property of the people.

TheTatmadaw gavethefirst priorityto
national reconsolidation for restoration of
stability and peace throughout the country.
When regions became stable with peaceful
conditions, it laid down and since then has
been implementing the border areas and
national races development project, the 24
special development regions project and the
five rural development tasks, linking them
together.

Now, the Tatmadaw isbuilding alarge
number of agricultural,industrial, education
and health infrastructuresfor improvingthe
socio-economic life of the people. Asaresult
of all-out effortsthe Tatmadaw has exerted
in various sectors, the whole country is now
enjoying the taste of community peace and
stability along with national unity and
progr ess.

Inpursuit of theState' sseven-step Road
Map for building a democratic nation in
compliancewith thewishesof the people, the
Tatmadaw gover nment isworking hard for
emer gence of a new State constitution. The
Tatmadaw gover nment is paving theway to
a new system, while restoring stability and
peace and ensuring therule of law.

The Tatmadaw with a good reputation
for itsfinetraditionsisin per petual serviceof
the interests of the nation and the people,
while safeguarding independence and
sovereignty of the nation.

S
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* Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Opposethose trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

v
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M embers of Sangha sit for Pahtamabyan\

examinations

v

Nay Pyi Taw, 27 March— Organized by
Religious Affairs Department under the Ministry of
ReligiousAffairs, Pahtamabyanexaminationsarebeing
held for the first stage at 172 examination centresin
SagaingDivision, BagoDivision(West), BagoDivision
(East), Magway, Mandalay, Y angon and Ayeyawady
Divisionsfrom 24 to 31 March from 12 noonto 3 pm

daily.

On 26 March, atogether 38,370 monks —

15,028 monks at Pahtamange, 12,095 monks at
Pahtamalat and 11,247 monksat Pahtamagyi — sat for

the exam.

As the second stage, similar examinations will
be held at 65 examination centres in Kachin, Kayah,
Kayin and Chin States, Taninthayi Division, Rakhine
State, Shan States (South), (North) and (East) from 12
noon to 3 pm starting from 2 to 9 April.

MNA

List of monkssitting for Pahtamabyan Exam
S Candidate monks
State/Division ) total
No Pahtamange Pahtamalat Pahtamagyi
1.| Sagaing 2434 2105 2012 6551
2. | Bago (West) 638 559 469 1666
3. | Bago (East) 1080 946 763 2789
4. Magway 1076 712 524 2312
5. | Mandalay 4101 3699 3604 11404
6.| Yangon 3665 2591 2618 8874
7.| Ayeyawady 2034 1483 1257 4774
Total 15028 12095 11247 38370
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Water supply from Ngamoeyeik-Gyobyu
Pipeline launched

Y ANGON, 27 March—
Honouring the 63rd
Anniversary  Armed
Forces Day, a ceremony
to launch water supply
from Ngamoeyeik-
Gyobyu Pipelinewasheld
atthejunctionof Y azadarit
Road and Bo Saw Naung

Road in Dagon Myathit
(East) Township on 25
March.

CEC member of the
Union Solidarity and
Development Associa-
tion (Yangon Division
In-charge) Mayor Brig-
Gen Aung Thein Lin,

member of Yangon City
Development Committee
U Nyi Nyi, Secretary of
Yangon Division USDA
U AyeMyintand officials
formally launched the

supply of water.
The mayor formally
unveiled the stone

Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin and officials open Ngamoeyeik-
Gyobyu Pipelinein Dagon Myothit (East) Township.—ycbc

7/30/18, 01:07 AM

inscription and sprinkled
scented water on it.

CEC member and
officials started water
supply by switchingonthe
valve.

Themayor spokeonthe
occasion and he also
accepted 2,250 USDA
membership applica-
tions.

People from 2,386
households can now get
safe water adequately.

MNA
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Beware
of
Fire




Teachersattack British Army
over “school recruitment”

Lonpon, 27 March —
Teachers accused the
Ministry of Defence on
Tuesday of “exploiting”
schools to find new
recruits after the wars in
Irag and Afghanistan
made it harder to sign up
volunteers.

Membersof theNation-
a Union of Teacherssaid
military visitorstoschools
pushed a partisan view of
becoming asoldier which
promotes the career
prospects, training and
travel, whiledownplaying

the “fatal realities’.

Inamoation put forward
at the union’s annual
conferenceinManchester,
they said: *“ Schoolsshould
not be conduits for either
thedissemination of MoD
propagandaor therecruit-
ment of military per-
sonnel”. South London
teacher Catherine Bren-
nansaidinformationabout
themilitary giventopupils
was one-sided.

“They shouldn't come
into schoolsand present a
glamorised, untruthful

account of what’ sit’slike
in the military,” she told
BBC radio. “There's a
clear intentiontoget more
people joining the Army
a atime when it has got
trouble with its recruit-
ment because they’re
fighting a deeply un-
popular war in Irag.

“At 16, people are too
youngtodrink, they’ retoo
youngtodrive, they’ retoo
youngtovoteandwethink
they arealso too young to
be joining the Armed
Forces.”—MNA/Reuters

SAARC meeting on anti-terrorism
rescheduled for April

IsLAMABAD, 27 March—
Pakistan said on Tuesday
that the South Asian
regional meeting on
counter-terrorismhasbeen
rescheduled due to hectic
phase of government
formation.

Theregiona meeting of
the South Asian Asso-
ciation for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC)

countries on counter-
terrorism cooperation will
beheldfrom15to 17 April
inldlamabad, said Interior
Ministry spokesman Javed
Igbal Cheema.
Themestingwill beheld
alongside the mesting of
police chiefs of the
SAARC. The meeting
hosted by Pakistan was
originally scheduled from

25t0 27 March.

“The new date for the
important meeting of
expertsfromtheregionhas
been set after necessary
consultations with the
secretariat of the orga-
nization and the govern-
ments of  member
countries,” said Cheemaat
anews briefing.

MNA/Xinhua
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Residents gather at the scene of a US airstrike in Hilla on 27 March, 2008.
Many people were killed and wounded by a US air strike called to support
Iragi forcesin Hilla south of Baghdad on Wednesday, four Iragi security

sources said. —| NTERNET

Many killed by US strikein Irag’sHilla

HiLa (Irag), 27 March
— Many people were
killed or woundedby aUS
air strike called to support
Iragi forcesin thetown of
Hillasouth of Baghdad on
Wednesday, Iraqi security
sources said.

US forces confirmed
the airstrike and said they
werenot certainhow many
people had been killed but
deniedthat there werelarge
numbers of casualties.

One police source said
at least 11 people were

killed and 18 wounded in
the strike, launched after
Iragi security forces called
for supportfollowingstreet
battles with Shi'ite militia
members in the city's
Thawra neighbourhood.
Another policesourcesaid
29 people werekilled and
39were wounded. Hesaid
six houseswere destroyed
inthe strikeswhich lasted
for an hour late on
Wednesday evening.
Two other security
sources said the combined

total of dead andwounded
wasinthedozens, although
they were unable to give
precise casuaty figures.
All of the sources spoke
under condition they not
be named, as is usual
practicein Irag.

Major Allayne
Convway, spokeswoman
for US forces south of
Baghdad, said US
helicopters had responded
to a cal for help from
SWAT specia policeunits
in Hilla. — MNA/Reuters

US National Guard pilot sues
Boeing over “F-15" crash

Los ANGELES, 27 March— A US National Guard
pilotinMissouri issuing aircraft manufacturer Boeing

over themid-air crash of an F-15 fighter that he was
flying on atraining mission, according to the Seattle

Times on Tuesday.

Major Stephen Stilwell said he suffered serious
injuries when he gected as the aircraft broke in half
over southern Missouri last November.

The US Air Force in the wake of the accident
decided to ground morethan 300 older model F-15s,
saying that it found cracksin some of the planesand
partsthat did not meet saf ety specificationsin others.

It is reported that these planes were built by
McDonnell Douglas Corp before the company was

purchased by Boeing.

28-3-08 NL 3

MNA/Xinhua

Pupilslearn Peking
Operaon thefirst day of
the new term at Hong-
giao District Experimen-
tal Primary School in
Tianjin, north China.
XINHUA

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Tha’sEC recommendsto dissolve two parties

Banckok, 27 March—
The lega advisory panel
of Thailand’'s Election
Commission (EC) on
Wednesday voted six to
oneto recommend the EC
to start the dissolution
proceedings against two
parties, Chart Thai and
Matchima Thipataya.

The EC has yet to re-
view the panel’s report.
However, in case of
agreement, it would
proceed to petition the
Constitution Court to rule

whether to disband the
Chart Thai Party and
Matchima Thipataya
Party. Both are coalition
partiesintherulinggovern-
ment. The decision came
after executives of both
parties were “red-carded”
for serious electoral
offensesin the 23 Decem-
ber generd election.

Both parties are facing
possible dissolution after
Chart Tha deputy-
secretary general Mon-
thien Songpracha and

Matchima Thipataya
deputy leader Sunthorn
Vilawan were disqua-
lified, or so-caled “red
carded”, before House
seatswereendorsed. If the
courtordersthetwoparties
to be dissolved, it may
trigger new round of
political chaos since
Yongyuth Tiyapairat, the
ruling People Power
Party’ sdeputy leader, was
alsodisqualifiedby theEC
in early March.
MNA/Xinhua
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A capsule on the
world’slargest ferris
wheel, the Singapore

Flyer, is seen above
Marina Bay in
Singapore on 26
March, 2008.

INTERNET
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Smokerisesfrom an Iragi police station hit by a mortar attack in Basra on
26 March. Followers of radical cleric Mogtada al-Sadr staged noisy protests
against a crackdown on Shiite fightersin Basra, asthe southern oil hub was

rocked by a third straight day of fighting.—INTERNET

Up to 30 killed in Iraq’s Basra clashes

Basra (lraq), 26
March— Upto 30 people
were killed and some 60
others wounded in the
ongoing fierce clashes
between Iraqgi security
forces and the Shiite
Mahdi Army militiainthe
southern oil hub of Basra,
medical and police
sources said on Tuesday.

“Two hospitalsin the

source in the city told
Xinhua on condition of
anonymity.

He said that the
wounded peopl e, many of
whom were women and
children, weretransported
to the city hospitals for
treatment. Some of them
werein critical condition,
headded. Ontheground,
clashes continued during

Italy circus
“dave”
forced to
swim with
piranhas

Rowme, 27 March —
Police rescued two
teenage Bulgarian sisters
from acircus in southern
Italy which forced one of
them to swim with flesh-
eating piranhas for the
amusement of guests,
police said.

Whilethe 19-year-old
sister swam in a
transparent tank, the
younger, 16-year-oldwas
forced into a container
where the circus staff

Hayyaniyah, Ashar,
tossed snakes at her. She

Jamhuriyah and Qiblah, a

Belarusto help Venezuela's
anti-aircraft defence system

Moscow, 27 March —
Belaruswill helpVenezuela
setupananti-aircraftdefence
system over the next six
years, Belarus deputy chief
of genera staff said Tuesday.

"We plan during a six-
year period to supply to
Venezuela with an anti-
aircraft defence system and
train their commanders,”
Generd Pyotr Tikhonovsky
was quoted by the Interfax
News agency as saying.

This year, Belarus will
send 10 military advisersto
Venezuela, which currently
"hasdetachedunits, fighters,
but no anti-aircraft defence

sysems', he said.
Tikhonovsky added
that the establishment of
an air defence system in
Venezuelawouldalowhis
country to enter Latin
America's armament
markets. " Thiswill helpus
pursue our other interests
in Venezuela too, " the
military officia said.
Venezuelan President
Hugo Chavez has aready
bought significant
numbers of aircraft and
small arms from Russia
in abidto modernizeand
expand his country's
Armed Forces.— Xinhua

local security source told
Xinhua on condition of
anonymity. —Xinhua

wasinjured by one of the
snakes, police said.
Xinhua

city have received 30
bodies, including three
policemen,” a medical

the night despite curfew
measures  in  the
neighbourhoods  of

Three US citizenswounded in attack
on Baghdad's Green Zone

BacHDAD, 27 March — Three American citizens
working for the US Government were wounded by an
indirect fire attack on Baghdad's heavily fortified
Green Zone on Wednesday, US Embassy said.

“1 can confirmthat therewasan indirect fire attack
on the Green Zone, and that three US government
officialswereserioudly injured,” Mirembe Nantongo,
USEmbassy spokeswomantold reportersin Baghdad.

Indirect fireattack refersto mortar or rocket attack
in the terms of the US military statements.

Earlier inthe day, an Interior Ministry sourcetold
Xinhua that four mortar rounds struck the Green Zone
at about 5:00 am local time (0200 GMT).

Xinhua

Fivefeared dead after
building collapsesin Norway

SrockHoLM,27 March
— Atleastfivepeoplewere
fear dead after anapartment
building collapsed
Wednesday morning in
Norway'swest coastal city
of Adesund, according to
news reaching here from
theNorwegiancapita Odo.

The relatively new
residential complex near
the city's downtown
collapsed just before 4 am
local time (0300 GMT)
after the hillside behind it
gave way. The firg few
floors of the building were
crushed andresidentswere
trapped under the rubble.

A witness was quoted
by the Norwegian public
broadcaster NRK as saying
that the scenewas " incom-
prehensible’. Thewitness,
a close neighbour of the
building, saiditlookedlike
the building has been
shoved at least six metres
and that its first floor and
parts of the second floor
wereobliterated—Xinhua

All Itemsfrom Xinhua NewsAgency

A child uses a spoon to

carry an egg at a com-

petition during Easter

Sunday celebrations in

Barrio San Miguel

in Caracas recently.
XINHUA

Thousands of Ger mans hold

anti-war demonstr ations

BerLIN, 26 March—Tens of thousands of peopletook
tothestreetsin Germany over theweekendtotakepartin
thetraditional Easter peace marchesagainst warsin lrag
and Afghanistan.

Germany’ smilitary deployment in Afghani-stan and
theUSledwar inlragwerethecentreof criticismat this
year's Easter peace marches which started on Friday.

Organizers said anti-war demonstrations have been
organized in more than 70 German cities with about
10,000 more people participating this year compared
with last year.

Inthecapital city of Berlin, about 4,000demonstrators
marched through downtown area on Monday mainly to
presstheir demand for German troops withdrawal from
Afghanistan. Anti-war demongtr-ationswerealsoheldin
other large cities such as Frankfurt, Hamburg and
Dortmund.—Xinhua

Protesterstakepartinthe” Ostermarsch” (Easter march) demonstration to protest
against warsin Irag and Afghanistan, in Berlin recently.—INTERNET
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Guangdong pollutant indicatorsdrop in 2007

GuaNGzHou, 27 March
— China’'s southern
Guangdong Province saw
its major air and water
pollutant indicators drop
in 2007, yet the environ-
mental situationremained
“severe’, the Guangdong
Provincia Environmental
Protection Bureau
(GDEPB) said Tuesday.

Chen Guangrong, de-

7/30/18, 01:07 AM

puty head of the GDEPB,
saidtheprovince' ssul phur
dioxide emissions fell by
5.05 per cent and chemical
oxygen demand (COD), a
measureof water pollution,
went down 3.02 per cent
year-on-year.

However, the COD
failedtomeettheprovincia
government’ s target.

By the end of last year,

the province had estab-
lished 127 sewage treat-
ment plants, which could
treat 8.74 million tons of
wastewater every day, the
highest capacity in the
country. However, only
50 per cent of the waste
waterwasproperly treated
in 2007 because it could
not cope with the total
amount, hesaid.—Xinhua



Cambodia to have 400,000
hectares of rubber treesby 2030

PrNnom PenH, 27 March
—Cambodia could have
400,000 hectaresof rubber
trees by 2030, as market
demands are fueling the
plantation heat, English-
Khmer language news-
paper the Mekong Times
said on Wednesday.

Increasingrubber prices
may drive Cambodia to
plant more rubber and put
it on a par with other
ASEAN rubber pro-
ducers, Ly Pholla, general
director of the General
Department of Rubber

Plantations in the Cam-
bodian Government, told
the paper.

Both small privately
owned plantations and
larger plantations owned
by corporations are be-
coming more com-
mon, annually growing by
10,000 hectares, despite
of lack of rubber plantation
experiencein someareas,
he said.

“The government must
think about allotting
partially denuded forest
land to expand rubber tree

cultivationbecauserubber
isaso anatura tree,” he
said.

In 2007, to promote
rubber plantations, the
government allocated
about 250,000 hectares of
landfor rubber. Currently,
Cambodia has a total of
nearly 70,000 hectares
of rubber plantations
yielding about 40,000 to
50,000 tons of dry resin
annually. Rubber resin
now costs 2,600 US
dollars per ton.

MNA/Xinhua

A worker sprays paint on stuffed toys at a factory located in Clark, a former
US military base which is now a free trade zone in Pampanga province, north
of Manila on 26 March, 2008.—INTERNET
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MediaCorp CEO Lucas Chow with Molly Lee, winner of MediaCorp’sfirst
Singapore Woman of the Year award. The award was given out on 26 March
as part of a month-long celebration of I nternational Women’s Day, presented

by MediaCorp’s Publishing magazine “ Vanilla” .—INTERNET

Philippine banks exposed
to high credit losses

ManiLa, 27 March—
Despite their high
earnings profile, Philip-
pine banks are exposed to
high credit losses because
of lack of support from
the government and a
generally weak operating
environment, ratings
agency Moody’ slnvestor
Service said on Tuesday.

In its first report
on Philippine banks,
Moody’s said industry
reforms undertaken since

the Asian currency crisis
have helped improve
regulationand supervision
but further improvements
areneeded, Philippine TV
network GMA News
reported. Moody’ s senior
analyst Richard Lung said
the industry’ s confidence
can be further boosted by
greater transparency, for-
malization of procedures
and ingtitutionalization of
reforms.

“Bank credit risk in the

Philippines has been
elevated by a difficult
operating environment, a
new and developing
supervisory and regu-
latory framework, andlow
level of government
support,” Lung said.
Philippine banks have
historically faced little
competition from the
domestic capital markets
or from non-bank finan-
cial institutions, Lung
said.—MNA/Xinhua

Indonesiarevisesup subsidieson electricity thisyear

JAKARTA, 26 March —
The Indonesian Govern-
ment and Parliament ag-
reed on Monday torevise
up the subsidies on ele-
ctricity from 55 trillion
rupiah (some5.98 billion
US dollars) to 61.01 tril-
lionUSdollars(some6.6
billion US dollars) in the
state budget for this year
due to soaring global oil
price.“ Theresult of lobby
of factionsagreedthat the

subsidies on the electri-
city sectoris61.01trillion
rupiah,” said Airlangga
Hartarto, head of the
Commission Sevenwhich
isinchargefor energy, at
a hearing between the
Energy Ministry and the
lawmakers at the Parlia-
ment building here.

The amount of the
subsidieswasmadebased
ontheail priceassumption
of 95barrel per day, rupiah

exchangerateat 9,100 per
one USdollar and 1.9 per
cent growth of the electri-
city sales, he said.
Indonesiahasatt-empt-
edtoboost crudeoil output
as the country has failed
to find new oilfields fast
enough. —MNA/Xinhua

The launch of India's
US$2,500 Tata Nano at
the Geneva Inter-
national Motor Showon
4 March 2008 in
Geneva. Tata Motorsis
buyingBritain’ sJaguar
and Land Rover from
ailing US carmaker
Ford for US$2.3

L otto winner loses 6.9m

poundsin London

Lonpon, 27 March—A lottery winner logt a 6.9-
million-poundjackpot on\Wednesday, theNationd Lottery
sald, after the mystery punter failed to claim the prize.

The winning EuroMillions ticket —with the
numbers22, 30, 34, 35, 44 and the L ucky Star numbers
four and five— washought in Devon on 28 September
last year. The 180-day deadline to claim the jackpot
expired at 5:30 pm on Wednesday. The money will
now go to good causes. — MNA/Reuters
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Tatato buy Ford’s Jaguar,
Land Rover for $2.3b

Muwmsal, 27 March —
India's Tata Motors Ltd
will  buy luxury brands
Jaguar and Land Rover
from Ford Motor Co for

about2.3hillionUSdollars
incash, thecompaniessaid
on Wednesday.

The transfer of owner-
ship to Tata Motors is
expected to close by the
end of the next quarter,
subject to regulatory
approvals, they said. “We
haveenormousrespect for
the two brands and will
endeavour to preserveand
build ontheir heritageand
competitiveness, keeping
their identities intact,”
Tata Motors Chairman
Ratan Tatasaid in astate-
ment. Ford would con-
tribute up to about 600
million US dollars to
Jaguar/Land Rover pen-
sion plans, Tata Motors
said—MNA/Reuters
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Prizes awarded to winning parade companiesin
63rd Anniversary Armed Forces Day Parade

Nay Pvi Taw, 27 March — A ceremony to
present prizestothewinnersinthe63rd Anniversary
Armed Forces Day Parade 2008 was held at the
paradegroundin Nay Pyi Taw thismorning, attended
by Member of the State Peace and Development
Council General Thura Shwe Mann of the Ministry
of Defence.

Also present onthe occasion were M ember of
the SPDC Chairman of the Leading Committee for
Observance of the 63rd Anniversary Armed Forces
Day Chief of Armed Forces Training Lt-Gen Aung
Htwe, Adjutant-General Maj-Gen Thura Myint
Aung, Military Appointment-General Maj-Gen
Hsan Hsint, Judge Advocate-General Maj-Gen Soe
Maung, Defence Services Inspector-General Maj-
Gen Thein Htaik, Chairman of the Parade Work
Committee Vice-Chief of Armed Forces Training
Maj-Gen Zaw Win, Chairman of the Best Parade
Company Selection and Prize Presentation Work
Committee Vice Adjutant-General Mgj-Gen Hla
Shwe and senior military officers, column
commanders, commanding officers, company
commanders, Tatmadawmen, membersof Myanmar

Lt-Gen Aung Htwe gives a prize to a company
representing Myanmar Fire Brigade— mMna

Police Force, Myanmar Fire Brigade and Myanmar
Red Cross Brigade of Anawrahta, Kyansittha,
Bayintnaung, Aungzeya, Hsinbyushin, Bandoola
and Myawady columns led by Parade Commander
Brig-Gen HlaMin.

First, General Thura Shwe Mann took the
salute of the Tatmadawmen, MPF members,
members of Myanmar Fire Brigade and Myanmar
Red Cross Brigade of parade columnsled by Parade
Commander Brig-Gen HlaMin.

Chief of Armed Forces Training Lt-Gen Aung
Htwe presented honorary prizes to the parade
companiesrepresenting Myanmar Red Cross Soci ety
and Myanmar Fire Brigade.

Adjutant-General Maj-Gen ThuraMyint Aung
awarded the honorary prize to the parade company
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General Thura Shwe Mann presentsfirst
prize to a company representing the
Directorate of Armoured Force—mNA

General Thura Shwe Mann presents second
prize to a company representing the
Directorate of Artillery Force— mna

representing the MPF and the third prize to the
parade company representing the Office of the
Commander-in-Chief (Navy).

General Thura Shwe Mann presented the
second prize to the parade company representing
the Directorate of Artillery Force and thefirst prize
to the parade company representing the Directorate
of Armoured Force.

Later, Tatmadawmen, MPF members,
members of Myanmar Fire Brigade and Myanmar
Red Cross Brigade of parade columnsled by Parade
Commander Brig-Gen Hla Min saluted General
Thura Shwe Mann of the Ministry of Defence.

MNA

Maj-Gen Thura Myint Aung givesthird prize
to a company representing Commander-in-
Chief (Navy) Office—mNA

NAY Pyi Taw, 27 March— The Nay Pyi Taw
Maha Thingyan Tour Gold Cup will take place at
Nay Pyi Taw City Golf Course, Y aypya Tatmadaw
Golf Course and Nay Pyi Taw Golf Course from 13
to 15 April respectively.

The golf tour will be categorized as the Gold
and Silver team-wise events and the Gold and silver
singles events. At the respective golf courses, the
first and second prizes will be awarded in the team-
wise event, and the prizes from the first to fifth will
be presented in the singles event.

After competinginoneround eachat respective
golf courses, the winning team will bag the Nay Pyi
Taw Maha Thingyan Tour Gold Cup and one gold

(_trophy each and K 1 million will be presented to

Nay Pyi Taw M aha Thingyan Tour Gold
Cup 13-15April

players of the winning team. One silver trophy each
and K 700,000 will be awarded to the runner-up
team. The best golfer on three rounds will win one
goldtrophy andK 1 millionandtherunner-up player,
one silver trophy and K 700,000.

Every golf team is to be formed with six
players including two professional golfers. All the
golfers must be handicap zero.

The golf tour will be held in line with the
disciplines prescribed by the Myanmar Golf
Federation and that of the respective regions.

Thegolfersareto enlist at the Mayor’ s Office
of Nay Pyi Taw, not later than 10 April, dialing 067-
414610 and 414289.

MNA )

7/30/18, 01:07 AM
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T housands of people accord rousing welcometo parade
columns of 63rd Anniversary Armed Forces Day

Daw Kyaing Kyaing, wife of Senior General
Than Shwe, garlands a Tatmadawman of a
parade column.—mNA

Nay Pvi Taw, 27 March — Tatmadawmen of
Anawrahta, Kyansittha, Bayintnaung, Aung Zeya,
Hsinbyushin, Bandoola and Myawady columns and

Daw Khin Khin Win, wife of General Thein
Sein, garlands a Tatmadawman of a parade
column.— MNA

Social organization members garland Tatmadawmen of a parade

column.—vNA

28-3-08 NL 7

members of Myanmar Police Force, Fire Brigade and
Red Cross Society led by parade commander Brig-
Gen Hla Min this morning marched to the parade
ground of Nay Pyi Taw where the 63rd Anniversary

Daw Mya Mya San, wife of Vice-Senior
General Maung Aye, garlands a
Tatmadawman of a parade column.—vnNA

Daw Khin Saw Hnin, wife of Lt-Gen Thiha
Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo, garlands a
Tatmadawman of a parade column.—vnA

Armed Forces Day Parade would be held.

Daw Kyaing Kyaing, wifeof Chairman of State
Peaceand Devel opment Council Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services Senior General Than Shwe, and
family members, Daw Mya Mya San, wife of Vice-
Chairman of State Peace and Development Council
Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye, Daw Khin Lay Thet, wife of Member of
the SPDC General Thura Shwe Mann of the Ministry

Daw Khin Lay Thet, wife of General Thura
Shwe Mann, garlands a Tatmadawman of a
parade column.— MNA

of Defence, Daw Khin Khin Win, wife of Prime
Minister General Thein Sein, Daw Khin Saw Hnin,
wifeof Secretary-1of the SPDC Quartermaster-Genera
Lt-Gen Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo, wives of
members of the SPDC, the Commanders-in-Chief
(Navy) and (Air), Lt-GenMyint Hlaing of theMinistry
of Defence, Military AffairsSecurity Chief Lt-GenYe
Myint and senior military officersand peopleaccorded
a rousing welcome to parade columns and so did
servicepersonnel fromrespectiveministries, members
of theUnion Solidarity and Devel opment Association,
Women's Affairs Organization, Maternal and Child
Welfare Association, War Veterans Organization and
social organizations, Tatmadawmenandtheir families,
membersof Myanmar PoliceForce, FireBrigadesand
Red Cross Society and their families, nurses, teachers
and students. — MNA

Military parade columns marching on 63rd Anniversary Armed

Forces Day in Nay Pyi Taw.—wvNA

7/30/18, 01:07 AM
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Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than Shwe inspects parade columns at Parade Ground in Nay Pyi Taw.— MNA

Senior General Than Shwe addresses ...

(from page 1)

oppression. The life under colonialism, when we had
to call foreigners “ Thakhin” and respond “Phaya” to
them, wasalife so unbelievably bitter that it could not
be understood just by thetelling of thetale— one had
to actually endure it to appreciate its bitterness. After
bearing this unbearable situation for over along hun-
dred years the people, with their patriotic pride of
origin rising in their blood, regained their independ-
ence only after sacrificing agreat deal of their blood,
sweat and lives. Therefore, | would liketo urgeyouto
seriously value, protect and preserve our Independ-
ence and Sovereignty.

Comrades,

Our Tatmadaw wasaPatriotic Army founded
by the people during the struggle for Independence.
Since its inception, the Tatmadaw was one which
overcame various difficulties and obstacles to come
into existence.

Even after Independence, the Tatmadaw sacri-
ficed many lives to safeguard the perpetuation of our
Sovereignty and prevent thedisintegration of theUnion
and national solidarity. In addition, the Tatmadaw also
had to overcome the danger of external aggression.

In every instance of grave danger to the coun-
try, the Tatmadaw stood squarely in front of the peo-
ple. Thisiswhy those who do not have theright view
towards our country are eternally plotting and striving
to disintegrate the Tatmadaw.

Our Tatmadaw isonewhichispatriotic, loyal,
united, capable, self-sacrificing, high-minded, and one
which aways enshrines our Three Main National
Causes. Thisiswhy it has stood firm in its existence
thanksto such nobletraditions. And thisiswhy | wish
to solemnly urge you, my comrades, to continue to
carry on the fine traditions of the Tatmadaw.
Comrades,

If welook back at the history of Myanmar, we
will seethat when wewere united our country stoodin
such agrandeur asthe First Myanmar Empire, Second
Myanmar Empireand Third Myanmar Empire. There-
forewhen theimperialistswere governing the country
they fostered disunity to disintegrate our national
solidarity.

Today aswell, unscrupul ous persons are con-
sistently strivingtodisintegratethe Unionand national
solidarity. Actually we, thenational racesof Myanmar,
have lived in harmony all over the country since

Parade Columns marching to Parade Ground on 63rd Anniversary Armed Forces Day
in Nay Pyi Taw.—vNA
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ancient times. Although for administrative purposes
14 Statesand Divisionshave been created, they arenot
viewed as separate but as the Union of Myanmar.
But if we do not watch out for the cunning
tacticsof separatism being used by others, the danger of
the disintegration of the Union may one day befall us.
(See page 9)

Treasure OQur ThreeMain
National Causes

* With full strength the Tatmadaw
Significant traditionsit has
Blood brother soldiers
Country they defend
* Like stone pillar
Union to stand straight
Kith and kin
To live in unity
And to perpetuate
Sovereignty and independence
Serves the Tatmadaw
Nation and people’ s interest
* Love the country
Astheir lives
Patriots with
Nationalistic fervour
* Building new nation
Adding modernization
To prosper our Union
Unity and amity of kin
Pavesit the way
For flourishing democracy
* Ready ever and dutiful always
Victorious soldiers
Marching on and on
Let’'spray for their success
For unity and amity
Pray wefor their health
Wish we for prosperity
Of our territory
And for success
Pouring water on Bo tree
Honouring the 63rd Anniversary
Armed Forces Day
Y enatha Maung Kyaw Nyunt
(Trand ation))
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Dignitaries attend 63rd Anniversary Armed Forces Day parade at the Parade Ground.—vnNA

Senior General Than Shwe addresses ...

(frompage 8)

and tranquillity and the

Therefore | would liketo | prevalence of law and or-
state that all the nationa | der, we gave priority to

races, nomatter wherethey

national reconciliation. As

expanding thearableland,
raising major cropsyields
and transforming to agri-
culture mechanization

Prime Minister General Thein Sein greets military attaches—wmna

may residein our country,
need to have afirm Union
Spirit and national politi-
cal awareness.
Comrades,

Because of the
violent disturbances of
1988theTamadaw, topro-
tect the life, property and
security of the people and
to preserve and protect the
sovereignty andindepend-
ence of the nation, had to
take over al the responsi-
bilities of the country. In
the same way as we had
restored the peace and sta-
bility of the country, we
had also rebuilt the dete-
riorated mental and physi-
cal conditionsof the coun-
try.

Since it was nec-
essary to put an end to
armed insurgencieswhich
began with our Independ-
ence for the sake of peace

28-3-08 NL 9

many armed groups have
come back into the legal
fold, today’ s period is the
best for peaceand stability
since Independence.
Therefore, the people are
now in a position to go
about their livelihoods in
peace.

Comrades,

As our nation is
anagro-based country with
morethan 70 per cent of its
populace living in rura
areasandengaginginfarm-
ing, our endeavourstopro-
mote economic progress
and prosperity of thecoun-
try and the people had ini-
tialy started by implement-
ing massive number of
projectsfor construction of
dams and reservoirs, river
water pumpingstationsand
projectsfor tapping under-
ground water resources.
Besides, such measuresas

have resulted in develop-
ment of agriculture sector
ensuring national food se-
curity.

In order to trans-
form our country to anin-
dustrialized economy
through  agricultural
mechanization, we have
built many State-owned
manufacturing industries
and aso encouraged the
development of private
manufacturing industries
by establishing industrial
zones. Theseindustridiza-
tion processes have con-
tributed significantly in
providing employment op-
portunities for the people.

With a view to
narrowing down the exist-
ing development gap
caused by thephysical dis-
tance and transportation
difficulties between urban
and rural areas, motor

roads, railways, bridges
and airports were built
eliminating natural barri-
ers and ensuring smooth
and better communication
toenableour national races

Excerpts from speech of

Senior General Than Shwe

* Qur Tatmadaw was a Patriotic
Army founded by the people

* Tatmadaw sacrificed many lives
to safeguard the perpetuation
of our Sovereignty

* Our Tatmadaw is one which is
patriotic,loyal,united, capable,
self-sacrificing, high-minded

* Tatmadaw ismakingrelentless
and dedicated efforts during
its tenure of shouldering the
State responsibility with a
sincereaim for development of
the country without any
craving for power

Prime Minister General Thein Sein welcomes military attaches.—wmnNa

to commute among them
in a close and friendly
manner.

Comrades,

While shoulder-
ing itsmajor responsibili-
tiesfor defendingtheState,
our Tatmadaw has aso

been undertaking nation
building tasksfor the ben-
efit of the people. Being
warriors who have trav-
elled extensively to every
corner of the country, we
can fully sympathize the
sub-standardlivelihood of

our nationa races caused
by armedinsurgenciesand
difficultiesincommunica-
tion in far-flung areas.
Therefore, we have made
vigorous efforts by imple-
menting projects for the
(See page 10)

Military attaches attend 63rd Anniversary Armed Forces Day parade in

7/30/18, 01:07 AM

Nay Pyi Taw.— MNA
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Senior General Than Shwe addresses ...

(from page 9)
development of border areas and national races.

Likewise, withaview toequitableand parallel
devel opment of the entire country, we have al so estab-
lished a network of Special Development Regions
wheremany new school sand universitieswereopened
to bridge the gap in human resources devel opment as
much aspossible. Similarly, hospitalsand rural clinics
were also newly constructed or upgraded in those
regions for promoting fitness of our nationals in the
whole nation.

At the same time, rura area development
measuresareal sotakenthrough systematicimplemen-
tation of plansin order not to leave any gap in the all-
round development of the country. Moreover, the
development of the private sector and cooperative
sector has also been encouraged for successful transi-
tion from the previously-practised socialist economy
to the market oriented economy.

Comrades,

As there is an essential requisite for a new
Consgtitutioninour effortsfor transforming the Stateto
a multi-party democratic system as aspired by the
people, the National Convention was initially con-
venedin 1993 after coordination and consultationwith
the leaders of political parties and elected representa-

tives. In 1996, the National Convention had had to be
temporarily suspended dueto variousreasons. Follow-
ing the announcement in 2003 of the Seven-Step Road
Map of thenation, theNational Conventionresumedin
2004 and has successfully completed during the year
2007.

Comrades,

Though the Tatmadaw Government wascom-
pelled to assume the state responsibilities due to una-
voidable circumstances, it has been making necessary
preparationswithout losing sight of itsultimateaim to
hand over the Statepowerstothepeople. Our Tatmadaw
is making relentless and dedicated efforts during its
tenure of shouldering the State responsibility with a
sincere aim for development of the country without
any craving for power. Therefore, we are moving
forward steadily according to the Seven-Step Road
Map in atimely manner.

Though our national devel opment endeavours
for emergence of basic foundations have yet to be
perfectly completed, many essentia basic infrastruc-
tures have already been laid down for the benefits of
the country and the people.

Moreover, as the New Constitution has al-
ready been drafted, it will be put to a National Refer-
endum in forthcoming May and subsequently the

Multi-party Democratic General Electionswill follow
in 2010 in line with the provisions of the new Consti-
tution. The Tatmadaw Government will then bein a
position to transfer the State power.

Comrades,

In conclusion, | would like to stress the fact
that it isindeed ahistoric mission for the Tatmadaw to
perform this important national duty of transforming
the era and the system of the State in a smooth and
systematic manner.

Therefore, | wish to conclude by urging you
all to strive unswervingly for achieving the following
objectives of the 63rd Anniversary Armed Forces
Day:

*  Towork in concert with the peoplein building
a peaceful, modern, developed and discipline-
flourishing democratic nation

*  Toredizetheseven-step Road Map of the State
joining hands with the people

*  Joining hands with the people and based on
Union Spirit to crush internal and externa
destructive elements sabotaging stability and
development of the State

*  Tobuildastrong, capable and modern patriotic
Tatmadaw to safeguard Our Three Main Na-
tional Causes.

MNA

Senior General Than

(from page 16)
joining hands with the people; joining hands with the
people and based on Union Spirit to crush internal and
external destructive elements sabotaging stability and
devel opment of the State; and to build astrong, capable
and modern patriotic Tatmadaw to safeguard Our
Three Main National Causes.

Also present on the occasion were Member of
the SPDC General Thura Shwe Mann of the Ministry
of Defence, Prime Minister General Thein Sein, Sec-
retary-1 Quartermaster-General Lt-Gen Thiha Thura
Tin Aung Myint Oo, SPDC members Lt-Gen Maung
Bo, Chairman of the Leading Committee for Observ-
anceof the63rd Anniversary Armed Forces Day Chief
of Armed Forces Training Lt-Gen Aung Htwe and L t-
GenTinAyeof theMinistry of Defence, Commander-
in-Chief (Navy) Vice-Admiral Soe Thein, Commander-
in-Chief (Air) Lt-GenMyat Hein, Lt-GenMyint Hlaing
of the Ministry of Defence, Military Affairs Security
Chief Lt-Gen Ye Myint, Ma-Gen Tha Aye and Mgj-
Gen Khin Zaw of the Ministry of Defence, Adjutant-

Shwe ...

General Mgj-Gen Thura Myint Aung, ministers, the
Chief Justice, the Attorney-General, the Auditor-Gen-
eral, the Chairman of Civil Service Selection and
Training Board, senior military officers of the Minis-
try of Defence, deputy ministers, Military Attachés of
the foreign missionsto Myanmar, departmental heads
of the Government Office and departments and enter-
prises under the ministries, senior police officers of
Myanmar PoliceForce, senior officersof Fire Services
Department, members of the Union Solidarity and
Development Association, Women's Affairs Organi-
zation, Maternal and Child Welfare Association, War
Veterans Organization, nurses, members of Fire Bri-
gadeand Red CrossBrigade, mediamen, journalistsof
foreign news agenciesin Myanmar and local journals
and magazines and guests.

First, the Tatmadawmen, M PFmembers, mem-
bers of Myanmar Fire Brigade and Myanmar Red
Cross Brigade of parade columns took the designated
positions at the parade ground at 5 am today.

At 5.30 am, Parade Adjutant Lt-Col Aung

Military parade columns seen at Nay Pyi Taw Parade Ground.— mMNA
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Myint Oo presented the seven parade columns to
Parade Commander Brig-Gen HlaMin.

Before their departure for the Nay Pyi Taw
Parade Ground, the Central Military Band led by WO-
I Aung Moe Lin took the designated position.

Parade Commander Brig-Gen HlaMinledthe
parade columns, followed by Parade Adjutant Lt-Col
AungMyint Oo, thestandard bearersof theUnion Flag
and flags of Tatmadaw (Army, Navy and Air) of
AnawrahtaColumnled by Major Kyaw Kyaw Linand
the military band led by Sgt Win Moe.

Column Commander Col Khin Maung Cho
ushered AnawrahtaColumn, together with Command-
ing Officer Lt-Col Kyaw Zeya, which was made up of
Guard of Honour of Directorateof Armoured Forceled
by Major Toe Myint Kyaw, thecompany led by Major
Min Chit Nyo representing the Directorate of Signals,
the company led by Major Kyaw Thiha representing
the Triangle Region Command, the company-4 led by
Major Lin Tun representing Western Command, the
company-3 led by Maor Kyaw Zeya representing
Coastal Region Command and the company led by
Major Myo Kyaw Thu representing No 22 LID.

The standard bearers of the Union Flag and
flagsof Tatmadaw (Army, Navy and Air) of Kyansittha
Column led by Major Myint Naing and the military
band led by Sgt Tin Hla Win ushered the column
comprising Column Commander Col Aung Kyaw Oo,
the Guard of Honour of Kyansittha Column led by
Major Win Myint Khaing representing Y angon Com-
mand, Commanding Officer Lt-Col Naing Din Latt,
thecompany led by Major Kyaw Kyaw Tun represent-
ing the Directorate of Military Engineers, the com-
pany-2 led by Maor Khin Maung Soe representing
Nay Pyi Taw Command, the company led by Major
Hein Myat Kyaw representing North-East Command
and the company-2 led by Major Aung Kyaw Min
representing Western Command.

The standard bearers of the Union Flag and
flags of Tatmadaw (Army, Navy and Air) of
Bayintnaung Columnled by Major Lun Nay Aungand
themilitary bandled by L/Cpl MyaMaung usheredthe
column comprising Column Commander Captain Tin
Aung Hsan (Navy), the Guard of Honour of
Bayintnaung Column led by Lt-Cmdr Sai ThawdaKo

(See page 11)



THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Friday, 28 March, 2008 11

View of illuminated Parade Ground in Nay Pyi Taw on 27 March.— MNA

Senior General Than Shwe...

(from page 10)

representing the Office of the Commander-in-Chief
(Navy), Commanding Officer Cmdr Ko Ko Kyaw, the
company led by Maor Hsan Min Aung representing
the Directorate of Ordnance Service, the company led
by Major Kyaw Thiha representing Northern Com-
mand, the company led by Major Soe Kyaw Htet
representing North-West Command and thecompany-
3 led by Mgjor Phone Naing Win representing Trian-
gle Region Command.

The standard bearers of the Union Flag and
flagsof Tatmadaw (Army, Navy and Air) of Aungzeya
Columnled by Major WinBoandthemilitary bandled
by WO-II Kyaw Zeya Win ushered the column com-
prising Column Commander Col Kyaw Than Htay,
the Guard of Honour of Aungzeya Column led by
Major Kyaw Zay Min representing the Directorate of
Artillery Force, Commanding Officer Lt-Col Tun
Myat Shwe, the company led by Major Lay Myat
representing the Directorate of Transport and Supply,
the company led by Major Aung Zaw L att represent-
ing Southern Command, the company led by Major
Zaw MoeKhaing representing Central Command, the
company-2led by Mgor Thaw Zinof Triangle Region
Command and the company-2 led by Major Thaung
Htaik Oo representing North-East Command.

The standard bearers of the Union Flag and
flags of Tatmadaw (Army, Navy and Air) of
Hsinbyushin Column led by Major Soe Moe Kyaw
and the military band led by Cpl Win Myint ushered
the column comprising Column Commander Col Nay
Win, the Guard of Honour of Hsinbyushin Columnled
by Major Y eMyo Thant representing the Office of the
Commander-in-Chief (Air), Commanding Officer Lt-
Col Khin Myint, the company led by Major Soe Moe
Kyaw representing South-East Command, the com-
pany led by Major Kyi Htoo representing Coastal
Region Command, the company led by Major Htin
Win Aung representing the Office of the Chief of
Defence Industries and the company-4 led by Major
YeYint Lwin of Eastern Command.

The standard bearers of the Union Flag and
flagsof Tatmadaw (Army, Navy and Air) of Bandoola
Columnled by Major Kyaw Thein Ooand themilitary
band led by Sgt Aung Zaw Latt ushered the column
comprising Column Commander Col Khin Maung

28-3-08 NL 11

Cho, the Guard of Honour of BandoolaColumn led by
Major Ko Ko Aung representing the Directorate of
Medical Service, Commanding Officer Lt-Col Soe
Min Thu, the company led by Major Thein Naing
representing Eastern Command, the company led by
Major Min Nyunt Oo representing South-West Com-
mand, the company-2 led by Major Zaw Latt Min
representing Northern Command and the company-2
led by Major Soe Tint of South-East Command.

The standard bearers of the Union Flag and
flags of MPF, Myanmar Fire Brigade and Myanmar
Red Cross Society of Myawady Column led by Police
Major Aung Moe Oo and the military band led by Sgt
Zaw Oo ushered thecolumn comprising Column Com-
mander Col Aung Kyaw Oo, the Guard of Honour of
Myawady Column led by Police Mgor Myo Thura
Naung representing the Myanmar Police Force, Com-
manding Officer Lt-Col Zaw Zaw Aung, the company
led by Assistant Director Y eBalaMyo Win represent-
ingMyanmar FireBrigade, thecompany led by Deputy
Commanding Officer Zaw Naing Thant representing
Myanmar Red Cross Society, the company led by
Major Thawda Htwe representing No 11 LID, the
company led by Major Nay Myo Wai representing the
Directorate of Electrical and Mechanical Engineers

and the company-3 led by Major Aung Kyaw Moe
representing Western Command.

The parade columns comprising 13,087
Tatmadawmen, MPF members, membersof Myanmar
Fire Brigade and Myanmar Red Cross Brigade, sing-
ing military songs, marched toward the Parade
Ground.

Along the route, the marching columns were
accorded arousing welcome by the Camp Comman-
dant’s Office, directorate of the Ministry of Defence,
service personnel of ministries, Tatmadawmen, M PF
members, Fire Brigade and Red Cross Brigade mem-
bers, family members of Nay Pyi Taw Station, mem-
bersof USDA, WAO, MCWA, WV O, Red Cross and
Fire Brigades, nurses, teachers, students and local
people who waved miniature flags presented flowers
and garlands to the parade members.

At 7.20 am, the parade columns took the
designated positionsat theNay Pyi Taw ParadeGround.
At 7.30am, Chairman of the State Peace and Devel op-
ment Council Commander-in-Chief of Defence Serv-
ices Senior Genera Than Shwe, accompanied by
SPDC member General Thura Shwe Mann of the
Ministry of Defence, arrived at the Parade Ground
where he was welcomed and ushered to the dais by
SPDC member Chairman of the Leading Committee
for Observanceof the63rd Anniversary Armed Forces
Day Chief of Armed Forces Training Lt-Gen Aung
Htwe.

After the Senior General took the position on
thedais, the parade columnssal uted him. Next, Parade
Commander Brig-GenHIlaMin presented thecolumns
to Senior General Than Shwe. The Senior General
inspected the parade columns by car.

The Central Military Band played the Na-
tional Anthem while those present saluted the Flag of
the Union of Myanmar. Afterwards, they paid tribute
to the fallen leaders and members of the Tatmadaw.
Next, they took the four oaths.

After that, Senior General Than Shwe deliv-
ered an address. (The address of the Senior General is
reported separately.)

Next, the parade columns|ed by Parade Com-
mander Brig-Gen Hla Min marched past the Senior
Genera and left the Parade Ground.

The Senior General left the Parade Ground
and the 63rd Anniversary Armed Forces Day Parade
concluded at 8.40 an.—MNA

Military parade columns marching to Nay Pyi Taw Parade Ground on 63rd Anniversary Armed
Forces Day.—wvNA

7/30/18, 01:07 AM
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ADDERTI

SEMENTS

Bank Holiday
All Banks will be
closedon1%April (Tues-
day) 2008, being Bank
holiday under the Nego-
tiable Instruments Act.
Central Bank of

Myanmar

Pets abandoned

after mysterious

death of catsin
Thailand

Banckok, 26 March—
Many pet owners in
Thailand’s northern
province Phichit have
abandoned their cats and
dogsat templesover panic
after many cats died
mysteriously in central
Thailand, media here
reported Tuesday.

Laboratory tests are
still being conducted to
determinewhat causedthe
deaths of at least dozens
of catsin the central Ang
Thong Province.

The Disease Control
Department under the
Public Health Ministry on
Monday saidthemostlikely
cause of the cat deaths is
feline distemper. Animal
experts said the feline
distemper primarily spread
through contact with an
infected cat’ sfluids, faeces
or fleas—MNA/Xinhua

TRADE MARK CAUTION
Grundfos Management
AJS, of Poul Due Jensens
Vej 7, 8850 Bjerringbro,
Denmark, is the Owner of
the following Trade Mark:-

GRUNDFOS
Reg. No. 927/1988

in respect of “ pumps of
various kinds, particularly
centrifugal pumps, deep
well turbine pumps and
pumps for washing of
motorcars”.

Fraudulent imitation
or unauthorised use of the
said Trade Mark will be
dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin

MA., HGP,DBL,
for Grundfos
Management A/S

P. O. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 28 March 2008

Onedead in 60-venicle pile-up
on Austrian motorway

SeewaLcHEN (Austrid), 27 March—One person was
killed and six were seriously injured when some 60
vehicles slammed into each other in heavy snow on
Austria s main east-west highway on Tuesday, police
said. Rescue workers picked their way through bits of
twisted metal, shattered windscreensand lorry freight
scattered over the highway while stretchers and
ambulances lined up to take away the injured.

“l saw in my rear view mirror how the lorries
slammed in from behind. | got out of my car and all |
could hear was the screaming from the man whose
wifehadbeenkilled,” said Raphael Auerfrom Salzburg.
“It was pure madness, like a battlefield.”

The dead woman was a Spanish citizen living in
Switzerland, said police, adding that 30 people were
injured in the pileup.

“We had heavy snow and one accident happened ...
then a series of other accidents in its wake,” said
Guenther Weissl from the highway police, wholed the
rescue operation.— MNA/Reuters

Chiletoinvest $9.6min
anti-landmine equipment

SANTIAGO, 26 March—
Chilewill invest9.6million
US dollars in updating its
minefield-elimination
equipment, Defence Mini-
ster Jose Goni told the El
Mercurio newspaper on
Monday. HealsosaidChile
is seeking an extension to
the Ottawa Convention,
which requires acomplete
removal of minesby 2012.
Chile expects the nation's
nearly 123,000 landmines,
preadover 181 minefields,
could be cleared by 2016.

“Anti-miningisaddicate
task and the conditionsfor
our specialists are very
difficult. Some mines are

inareasover 5,000 metres
abovesealevel, whererain
andwind meanwecanonly
work two or three weeks a
year,” he said.

Goni added that the
government is planning to
send a bill to the nation’s
legidature to help the civi-
lian victims of landmines.
The late dictator Genera
Augusto Pinochet planted
theminesin 1978 during a
disputewith Argentinaover
the three islands in the
southern Beagle Channel.
Explosives were also
planted along the Bolivian
and Peruvian borders.

MNA/Xinhua

Danish soldier

Up to 20 killed in Baghdad's
Sadr militia battles

BacHDAD, 27 March — The death toll from the
battl esbetween Mugtadaal-Sadr'smilitiamenand US-
backed lragi troops in Baghdad's Sadr City
neighborhood, roseto 20 and 115 otherswounded, an
Interior Ministry source said Wednesday.

"Our latest reports said that up to 20 people were
killedand 115 otherswoundedinthe Sadr City clashes,”
the source told Xinhua on condition of anonymity.

A police source said earlier that clashes in the
stronghold of the Mahdi Army Shiite militiakilled at
least 10 people and wounded 80 others.

Mahdi Army fighters started a midnight fight with
Iragi and US forcesintheir Sadr City Shiitebastionin
eastern Baghdad and continued sporadically during
the day, the source told Xinhua on condition of
anonymity.— M NA/Xinhua

Mexico says drug gangs not behind

passerby were hurt.

bomb attack

Mexico City, 27 March— Mexico's
attorney general said on Tuesday drug
cartels were not behind a botched
bombing in Mexico City last month,
crushing thetheory of city officialswho
had blamed narcotics smugglersfor the
attack. A man carrying a small
homemadebombwaskilledonFebruary
15 whenthedeviceheintended to plant
under the car of acity policechief went
off prematurely. Nobody else died,
although a suspected accomplice and a

"This type of device does not
correspondat al withthe modusoperandi
and the sophistication of organized crime
gangs dedicated to drug smuggling,”
Attorney General EduardoMedina Mora
told reporters.

Mexico City'stop prosecutor, Rodolfo
Felix, saidlast monththat oneof Mexico's
violent drug cartels was behind the
bombing, andcity Mayor Marcelo Ebrard
pointedthefinger at thepowerful Sinaloa
aliance, based in northwestern Mexico.

MNA/Reuters

killed in
Afghanistan

CoPENHAGEN, 27 March
— A Danish soldier was
killed in Helmand Pro-
vince in southern Afgha
nistan on Wednesday and
another was wounded,
Danish Army Central
Commandsaid. TheArmy
said a patrol had come
under attack from small
ams and mortar firefrom
Taleban insurgents north.

Denmark hasabout 550
soldiers in Afghanistan.
Two soldiers were killed
this month and nine have
diedin combat sofar, while
three otherswerekilled in
2002 while trying to
dismantleamine.

MNA/Reuters

Beijing's subwaysto offer
24-hour service during Olympics

Belang, 27 March—Beijing subwayswill try torun
round-the-clock onthe opening and closing daysof the
Olympic Games.

The move was aimed at relieving heavy traffic on
the two days, 8 August and 24 August, while the
operating hourswould beextended on other daysof the
Games, Tuesday's Beijing Daily quoted an official
with the Beijing metro operation company as saying,
without giving further details.

The subway is expected to carry the bulk of
passengersto the National Stadium, also known asthe
“bird’ snest”, on the opening day when about 100,000
people are expected to attend the ceremony, he said.

The No 10 route linking the stadium with the
downtown areawasexpected to haveinterval sbetween
trains shortened from four minutes to three minutes
duringtheceremonies, saidtheofficial. Subway stations
wouldhave" greenchannels’ for ticket holders, Games
staff and volunteers, who will be exempted from
paying the two-yuan fare during the Olympics.

MNA/Xinhua

Brazilian mining giant failsto
acquire Xstrata

Rio pe JaNNEIRO, 27

March — Brazilian
mining giant Vae said
Tuesday it has

discontinued negotiations
to acquire Switzerland-
based miner Xstratain a
deal that could haveturned
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it into the world's biggest
mining company.

The deal, which
includesacash and shares
offer for 100 per cent of
Xstrata's stocks, could
"have created significant
value for both sets of

shareholders'’, Vae said

in a statement.
According to local
newspaper Valor

Economico, the deadline
for the completion of the
negotiations expired on
21 March. —Xinhua

7/30/18, 01:07 AM

Swiss champions Alinghi and US challengers Oracle say they failed to agree
on a date for their multi-hull dudl that isto decide the next America’s Cup.

INTERNET



Dinosaur fossi| found on
busin Peru’'s mountains

ARrequipA (Peru), 26 March—Officials found the
fossil of agiant dinosaur jawbone while investigating
a suspi cious package on abusinthe mountains of Peru
on Tuesday.

The fossil, weighing some 19 pounds (8.5 kilos),
was found in the cargo hold of the bus, which was
headedfor thecapital of Lima, andhadbeensentonthe
bus company’ s package service.

“They began to check the package becauseit didn’t
have anything to indicate what wasinside. They were
worried about its weight, opened it and found the
fossil,” said Kleber Jimenez, alocal police officer.

Peru hasstruggled for yearsto combat trafficking of
fossils and artifacts. Recently Yale University in the
United States agreed to return thousands of pieces
takenfromthe ancient Incacitadel of Machu Picchuto
Peru.

“The jawbone that was found could be from a
triceratops, eventhough dinosaurslikethat have never
been found in southern Peru,” Pablo delaVeraCruz,
anarcheologist at the National University in Arequipa
in southern Peru, said after examining police photos.

MNA/Reuters
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File photo shows the shear face of a massive icebergin Antartica. The
Wilkins | ce Shelf has begun disintegrating under the effects of global
warming, satellite images have proved.

INTERNET

Asia’sfirst anti-bird flu facility
opensin Bangkok

Banckok, 27 March—
Asia's first anti-bird flu
facility has opened in
Bangkok to help fight any
new avian influenza
outbreaks in the region.

In Bangkok, the first of
three worldwide anti-bird
flu stockpiles is fully
operational.

It is ready to counter
new occurrences of the
disease with rapid
response emergency kits.

A total of 45,000 pieces

of personal protective
equipment, 440 deconta-
mination kits, ten
laboratory specimen Kits
and four training packs
worth over half amillion
US dollars will be stored
in a warehouse near
Suvarnabhumi Airport.
He Change Chui, Assi-
stant Director Generadl,
Food and Agricultural
Organisation, said: “The
very purposeof thiscentre

is to deliver equipment,
commodities in the
shortest time possible. In
afew hours, Bangkok can
reach anywhere.”

US Ambassador to
Thailand, Mr Eric John,
inaugurated the Regional
Distribution Centre,
whichispartly sponsored
by United States Agency
for International Develop-
ment (USAID).

I nter net

Antarctic
|ce shelf
collapsing

WASHINGTON, 27 March
—Imagery took by US
satellites showsaportion
of Antarctica's massive
Wilkins Ice Shelf has
begunto collapsebecause
of rapid climate change
in a fast-warming region
of thecontinent, scientists
at the US National Snow
andlceDataCentreanno-
unced on Tuesday.

While the area of
collapse involves 160
squaremilesat present, a
large part of the 5,000-
square-mile Wilkins Ice
Shelf is now supported
only by anarrow strip of
ice between two islands,
said Ted Scambos, |ead
scientist at NSIDC.

“If there is a little bit
moreretreat, thislast'ice
buttress' could collapse
andwe' dlikely loseabout
half thetotal iceshelf area
inthenext few years,” he
added.

In the past 50 years,
the western Antarctic
Peninsulahasexperienced
the biggest temperature
increase on Earth, rising
by 0.9 degree Fahrenheit
(0.5 Celsius degree) per
decade—MNA/Xinhua

A female wood sculptor
decorates the half done
wood sculpturein the
small village of Fengtai
Town, Ninghe county
in north China’s
Tianjin on 23 March,
2008. —XINHUA

Bangladesh kills 200,000 fowl to

stop bird flu

DHAkA, 26 March—
AuthoritiesinBangladesh
said recently they have
culled more than 200,000
chickensat differentfarms
over the last two weeks
over suspected bird flu
outbreaks, although the

disease had begun
subsiding across the
country.

Avian influenza has
spread through 47 of
Bangladesh’s 64 districts
and forced the killing of
morethan 1.5millionbirds
since March of last year.
Nearly two million eggs
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have also been destroyed.
“More than 200,000
chickens and ducks were
culled over the past two
weeks in dozens of
affected firmsandintheir
immediate vicinity,” a
senior official at the
Livestock Ministry said.
Industry officials said
bird flu has caused losses
of about 45 billion taka
(650 million US dollars)
to the poultry sector,
whichaccountsfor 1.6 per
cent of the poor nation’s
gross domestic product.
About 60 per cent of

the country's more than
150,000 poultry farms
have been closed, making
more than 1.5 million
people jobless.
MNA/Reuters

Dubai fireworks depot blaze killstwo

Dusal, 27 March — At
least two peoplewerekilled
and two injured when afire
engulfed afireworks ware-
housein Dubai onWednes-
day, policesaid, causing an
explosonandbringingparts
of the city to astanddtill.

Witnessessaidtheblaze
in the Al Quoz industria
digtrict of the Gulf tradeand
tourism hub sent acloud of

thick, black smoke into the
sky and ash raining down.
Fire engines and
ambulances rushed to the
blaze, which broke out
beforethemorningrushhour
and spread to surrounding
depots and workshops.
Nearby schoolswereclosed.
The fire has now been
extinguished, residentssaid.
Theofficid WAM news

agency said the fire broke
out becausefireworkswere
being stored in an unsafe
way.Fires are common in
the United Arab Emirates,
which is going through a
construction boom. A
number of blazes broke out
in indugtrid didricts, port
storage depots and on
building Siteslast year.
MNA/Reuters

BOCOG-€lected best
poster for Beijing 2008
Olympics. It[portrays
alChinese woman
hairdress of [five
Olympic ringsistyled
byXiao Yang, a model.

XINHUA

7/30/18, 01:07 AM
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Stephan Lichtsteiner (L) of Switzerlandfightsfor the
ball with Bastian Schweinsteiger of Germany during
their friendly soccer match in Basel on 26 March,
2008. Mario Gomez scored twice and also set up the
opener for Miroslav Klose as Germany powered to a
4-0 win over Switzerland on Wednesday. —I NTERNET

Superb Pato goal hands
Brazil win over Sweden

Lonpon, 27 March — Teenager Alexandre Pato
marked hisinternational debut on Wednesday withan
astonishing opportunist goal to give Brazil a1-0Owin
over Swedenin a friendly at the Emirates Stadium.

The 72nd-minute strike was the one fitting mo-
ment of a match marking the 50th anniversary of
Brazil'svictory over Swedenin the 1958 World Cup
final in Stockholm for the first of their fivetitles.

The 18-year-old chased Rami Shaaban towardsthe
right touchlineasthe substitute goal keeper |ooked set
for aneasy clearance and contrived to block the ball,
swivel and send an exquisite |eft-footed lob into the
unguarded net.

"It wasflawless, aperfect volley, but healso had a
little bit of luck," Sweden coach Lars Lagerback told
anews conference.

Brazil coach Dungawascharacteristically low key
about the strike but praised Pato for his commit-
ment.— MNA/Reuters

Brazl’s Diego (R) challenges Sweden’s Fredrik
Ljungbergduringtheir international friendly soccer
match at the Emirates Stadium in London on 26
March, 2008. Brazil earn a1-Owin over Sweden with
Alexandre Pato’s sublime strike. —INTERNET

Croatia held toa 1-1 draw
by Scotland

GLascow, 27 March — Euro 2008 finalists Croatia
were held to a 1-1 draw by Scotland in their friendly
international at Hampden Park on Wednesday .

Croatia took the lead after nine minutes when
midfielder Niko Kranjcar hit a wonderful 20-metre
shot ontheturnthat swerved away from keeper Craig
Gordon to fly high into the middle of the net.

Scotland, playing their first game under manager
George Burley, fought back and levelled on the half
hour when Kenny Miller fastened onto a long ball
down the left from Steven Fletcher.

Thestriker raced into thebox and from atight angle
he fired a shot from eight metres that deflected off
defender Josip Simunic and caught out keeper Stipe
Pletikosa at his near post.

The second half was a stale affair punctuated by a
succession of substitutions from both sides.

Scotland keeper Gordon pulled off afine near post
save from Igor Budan who charged down the left
before blasting in a 10-metre shot.

MNA/Reuters

Capello praises Beckham,

England after narrow defeat

Paris, 27 March — England coach Fabio Capello
praised histeam and particul arly David Beckham after
abrave performance in a 1-0 defeat by France in a
friendly on Wednesday.

"As| told the players, I'm very happy about what
they did tonight," Capellotold anewsconferenceafter
atight gamein theFrench capital, whereEngland have
not beaten France sincea 3-1 winin 1949,

"We made progress compared to the Switzerland
game, even though we had won that one," the Italian
added, referringtoa 2-1 friendly wininhisfirst game
in charge at Wembley last month.

"We played against atop team and showed some
goodthings. Theteam showed that they didn't want to
lose. That'sthe most positive aspect,” he added.

MNA/Reuters

Mohamad Korhani of Lebanon, left, and Shi Jiayi of
Singaporechasetheball duringthe2010FIFA World

Villa scores stunning winner
as Spain beat Italy

Cup qualifier group competition soccer match on
26 March, 2008 in Singapore.—INTERNET

Germany put four past
hapless Swiss

BaseL  (Switzerland), 27 March — Germany got
their Euro 2008 preparationsback ontrack on\Wednes-
day with an emphatic 4-0 win over tournament co-
hosts Switzerland.

Two goals from Mario Gomez in between strikes
from Miroslav Klose and Lukas Podolski secured a
comfortable win for Joachim Loew's side who have
now gone 51 years and 18 matches without losing to
their southern neighbours.

Germany cameinto the match with doubts over the
fitness and form of several key players but never
looked in danger of surrendering their historical supe-
riority over the Swiss.

After astrong start including two good chancesin
the opening two minutes, the visitors were gifted a
23rd minute lead when Swiss goalkeeper Diego
Benagliofailed to deal withalow crossfrom Gomez.

The newly-established Swiss number one let the
ball squirm underneath hisoutstretched body allowing
Kloseto easily tapin his 38th international goal.

Benaglio acquitted himself better as the half wore
on, first dealing with a fierce strike from Thomas
Hitzlsperger and then reacting quickly to block alow
Michael Ballack drive with his feet.

MNA/Reuters
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Beckham proud to win 100th cap

Paris, 27 March —
David Beckham showed
he could still play arole
for England when hewon
his 100th cap in a 1-0
defeat to France in a
friendly on Wednesday.
The LA Galaxy
midfielder looked a little
rusty at times but gave a
typically hard-working
performance at the Stade
de France and was in-
volved in much of Eng-
land's attacking play be-
fore being replaced by
DavidBentley inthe63rd
minute.

The 32-year-old, who
made his England debut
against Moldova in a
World Cup qualifier in
September 1996, became
only the fifth English
player to achieve a cen-
tury of appearancesfor his
country.

Billy Wright (105 caps)
was the first to reach the

milestone in 1959 andwas
subsequently followed by
Bobby Charlton (106),
Bobby Moore (108) and
England's record appear-
ance holder Peter Shilton
(125).— MNA/Reuters

ELcHE(Spain),27March
— David Villas spectacu-
lar volley earned Spain a
1-0 win over world cham-
pionsltalyina friendly on
Wednesday.

The Vadencia striker,
who replaced Fernando
Torres at  haftime, fired
the ball past a helpless
Gianluigi Buffon 13 min-

Mexico's America's Jose Castro, left, fights for the

ball with Peru'sUniversidad San Martin'sAlexander

Sanchezduring a Copa Libertadores soccer gamein
Lima, on 26 March, 2008. —INTERNET

7/30/18, 01:08 AM

utes from time after Fabio
Cannavaro had headed the
bal clear of hisarea

Spainenjoyedthelion's
share of possession but it
was Italy who created the
better chances.

"I aways try to score
when | hit it but this one
was perfect and went
straightinthe(top) corner,”
Villatold Spanish televi-
sion. "It was a great goa
and was the icing on the
cake for a match we de-
served towin."

The victory extended
Spain's unbeaten streak to
14 matches. It was Italy's
first defeat sincelosing 3-1
to Hungary in a friendly
in August. "We had very
good chances. We didn't
deservetolose," Italy coach
Roberto Donadoni told Rai
television.

Luis Aragoness side
settled quickly into their
usual short-passing game
a theMartinez Vaero sta
diumwithout posing much
threatinthefirsthalf hour.

MNA/Reuters



Baby found
dead in French
family’s
freezer

Paris, 27 March —
Police have detained a
French couple after the
body of a newborn baby
wasfoundintheir freezer,
a prosecutor said on
Tuesday.

It was the fourth such
caseof gpparentinfanticide
to come tolight in France
inthelast two years.

Prosecutor Marie-
Sophie Monet told
reporters the new case
came to light at the
weekendinthenorth-west
region of Brittany, when
thegrandfather of thedead
child found its body by
chance in the couple's
freezer.

A post mortem
suggested the baby had
died shortly after its birth.
“There were signs it had
been hit... and there were
signs of strangulation,”
Monet said.

MNA/Reuters
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Black carbon ismajor contributor
to global warming

L osANGELES, 27 March— A new study by someUSscientistshasfound that
black carbon playsamajor rolein global warming.

Black carbon, a form
of particulate air pollution
most often produced from
biomass burning, cooking
with solid fuels and diesel
exhaust, has a warming
effect in the atmosphere

according to the study
conducted by scientists at
Scripps Institution of
Oceanography at the
University of Californiain
San Diego (UCSD) and
the University of lowa.

as much as 60 per cent
of the current global
warming effect of carbon
dioxide, morethan that of
any greenhouse gas
besides CO2, the UCSD
saidin aPressreleaseon

three to four times greater Soot and other forms | Tuesday.
than prevailing estimates, ' of black carboncouldhave MNA/Xinhua
Drug-related snootout kills|  Beauty
ninein Guatemala parlour fire

MexicoCity,27March
— At least nine people
werekilledandsevenothers
injuredinashootout rel ated
todrugtraffickersineastern
Guatemala on Tuesday,
according to reports
reaching here.

Faustino Sanchez,
spokesperson of police in
Guatemala said the
shootout took place in
Zacapa Province. Six men
including two Mexicans
who were carrying
automatic rifles and
grenades were arrested by

police.

Investigators were
trying to determine the
cause of the shootout
between drug traffickers,
Sanchez said. At least 12
people escaped from the
spot and several dozensof
policemen were sent to
prevent them from fleeing
outside the country.

The area in Zacapa
Province is on a
transshipment route for
drugs heading from
Colombia to the United
States where drug traf-
ficking frequently took
place. — MNA/Xinhua

A baby wearing a mask\
asa preventive measure
against a recent flu
outbreak in Hong
Kong. Primary schools
are set to re-open next
Monday after a
temporary closure
because of the flu

Crisis. — INTERNET

killseight in
north China
cty

SHIJIAZHUANG, 27
March — A firebrokeout
inabeauty parlour at 4:30
am Wednesday in
Tangshan City, north
China's Hebei Province
killing eight people, said
the police sources.  Fire
fighters put out the fire at
5:30 am.

There were 11 shop
staff deepingattheXiulizi
Beauty Parlour, including
theshop’ sjuridical person
LiuDi,whenthefirebroke
Out.

Only three staff
including Liu managed to
escape. Four people died
in thefire, and four others
diedontheway tohospital.

An initial investi-
gation found that the fire
wasignitedby short circuit
of electrical appliances.
Police has put Liu in
custody for further inves-
tigation.—MNA/Xinhua
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Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas
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Thursday, 27 Mar ch, 2008

Summary of observationsrecorded at 9:30hours
M ST : Duringthepast 24 hours, rain or thundershowers
have been isolated in Kachin State and Taninthayi
Division, weather has been partly cloudy in the re-
maining Statesand Divisions. Day temperatures were
(3°C) above March averagetemperaturesin Magway,
Y angonand Taninthayi Divisions, (3°C) below March
average temperatures in Kachin State and upper
Sagaing Divisionand about March averagetempera-
turesintheremaining areas. The significant day tem-
peratures were Chauk (43°C), Minbu (42°C),
NyaungU, Magway and Aunglan (40°C) each. The
noteworthy amounts of rainfall recorded were Putao
(0.24) inch and Machanbaw (0.16) inch.

Maximum temperature on 26-3-2008 was 100°F.
Minimum temperature on 27-3-2008 was 72°F. Rela-
tivehumidity at (09:30) hoursM ST on 27-3-2008 was
70%. Total sunshine hours on 26-3-2008 was (7.9)
hours approx.

Rainfall on 27-3-2008 was (Nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Ayeand Central Yangon. Total rainfall since
1-1-2008 was (0.67) inch at Mingaladon, (0.47) inch
at Kaba-Aye and (0.35) inch at Central Yangon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was
(6) mph from Southwest at (15:40) hours MST on
26-3-2008.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy tocloudy
inthe South Bay and partly cloudy inthe Andaman
Seaand elsewherein the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 28-3-2008: 1so-
lated rain or thundershowers in Kachin, Chin, North-
ern Shan and Rakhine States, upper Sagaing and
Taninthayi Divisions, weather will bepartly cloudy in
the remaining areas. Degree of certainty is (40%).

Stateof thesea: Seaswill bemoderatein Myanmar
waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood
of continuation of isolated rain or thundershowersin
the Northern Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areafor 28-3-2008: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 28-3-2008: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 28-3-2008: Partly cloudy.
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Senior General Than Shwe addr esses 63"
Anniversary Armed Forces Day Parade

Z

Nay Pvi Taw, 27 March — Chairman of the
State Peace and Development Council Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than
Shwe delivered an address at the 63rd Anniversary
Armed Forces Day Parade at the Parade Ground, here,
this morning.

The63rd Anniversary Armed ForcesDay was
observed in accord with the objectives —[{o work in
concert withthe peopleinbuilding apeaceful, modern,
developed and discipline-flourishing democratic na-
tion; to realize the seven-step Road Map of the State

(See page 10)

Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than Shwe takes the salute of the
parade columns.—mNA

Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing
host dinner to mark 63 Anniversary Armed Forces Day

Nay Pvi Taw, 27 March — Chairman of the
State Peace and Devel opment Council of the Union of
Myanmar Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing
Kyaing hosted dinner to mark the 63rd Anniversary
Armed Forces Day 2008 at Bayintnaung Y eiktha,
here, this evening.

Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw
Kyaing Kyaing arrived at the Y eiktha at 7 pm.

Next, they greeted Vice-Chairman of SPDC

Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye, Member of SPDC General Thura Shwe
Mann of the Ministry of Defence, Prime Minister
General Thein Sein, Secretary-1 Quartermaster-Gen-
eral Lt-Gen Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo, mem-
bers of SPDC, Member of SPDC Chairman of the
L eading Committeefor Observance of the 63rd Anni-
versary Armed Forces Day Chief of Armed Forces
Training Lt-Gen Aung Htwe, Commander-in-Chief

Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than Shwe greets military attaches at
thedinner.— mna
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(Navy) Vice-Admira SoeThein, Commander-in-Chief
(Air) Lt-Gen Myat Hein, Lt-Gen Myint Hlaing of the
Ministry of Defence, Military Affairs Security Chief
Lt-Gen Ye Myint, Adjutant-General Mgj-Gen Thura
Myint Aung, Commander of Nay Pyi Taw Command
Maj-Gen Wai Lwin, military attachés from foreign
embassies and their wives and special guests.

Later, Senior General Than Shwe and wife
Daw Kyaing Kyaing hosted dinner in honour of the
attendees.

Also present at thedinner wereVice-Chairman
of SPDC Deputy Commander-in-Chief of DefenceServ-
ices Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Maung Ayeand wife Daw MyaMyaSan, Member
of SPDC Genera Thura Shwe Mann of the Ministry of
Defence and wife Daw Khin Lay Thet, Prime Minister
Genegrd Thein Sein and wife Daw Khin Khin Win,
Secretary-1Quartermaster-Genera Lt-Gen ThihaThura
Tin Aung Myint Oo and wife Daw Khin Saw Hnin,
membersof SPDC and their wives, the Commander-in-
Chief (Navy) and wife, the Commander-in-Chief (Air)
andwife, Lt-GenMyint Hlaingand Lt-Gen Y eMyint of
the Ministry of Defence, Adjutant-Genera Magj-Gen
ThuraMyint Aung and their wives, ministers, the Chief
Justice, the Attorney-General, the Auditor-General, the
Chairman of the Civil Service Selection and Training
Board, senior military officers of the Ministry of De-
fence and their wives, deputy ministers, the Parade
Commader and column commanders, military attachés
from foreign embassies and their wives, departmental
heads from the SPDC Office and respective ministries,
membersof the Leading Committee for Observance
of the 63rd Anniversary Armed Forces Day and work-
ing committee, local andforeignjournalists, representa
tives from social organizations, artistes and guests.

Before and during the dinner, entertainments
were performed by thevocaliststo theaccompani ment
of Myanma Athan Modern Music Band. — MNA



