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Nay Pvi Taw, 23 March — On the occasion of the anniversary of the Pakistan Day, ff* 6)

which fallson 23 March, 2008, Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of the State Peaceand ||| ¢} f
Development Council of the Union of Myanmar, has sent message of felicitations to His H@ 'f’.
Excellency Mr Pervez Musharraf, President of the | lamic Republic of Pakistan. — MNA ;' ;c
. . . . . f',:‘ hw
Prime Minister General Thein Sein | §
i’ A

. . . . o 0
felicitates Pakistani counterpart ; :

NAY Pyi Taw, 23 March — On the occasion of the anniversary of the Pakistan Day, which !

falls on 23 March, 2008, General Thein Sein, Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar, has sent X ;r;
message of felicitations to His Excellency Mr Mohammedmian Soomro, Prime Minister of the ,ré hy
|slamic Republic of Pakistan. — MNA N - Oalizzl TaérgalajaN h{atsh proved _cz_apz?jble ¢
#| o u ing with any crisis due | &

- - - ’ﬁJ to i;tage?goodyltljisci pI?ne, Ioa;l/<alyty, unity, ;F“

- & | capability, willingness to make sacrifices, |#

Kyauktan Bridge inaugurated on An-Sittway \ Wi?éréés o i%‘gdvﬁié’ﬂﬁ“mér‘;é‘?‘ﬁi”ﬂ ¢
. . . U : I»}

section of Yangon-Sittway Highway | morale, courage i the face of difficuties, |}

ro' endurance and perseverance. As these ‘

gr) points constituted the noble traditions of |

Nav Pvi Taw, 22 | 8| the Tatmadaw, it is incumbent on all of |

March—tA ceéemorz 0| ®lus to maintain these characteristics |

inaugurate Kyauktan & | forever. 5

Bridge built by Bridge fﬂ4 . p

Construction Project Spe- rf. , Senior General Than Shwe {h

cial Group-10 of Public P) Chairman of the State Peaqe ano! Development Cou_ncn :c

Works was held at the ‘51 Commander-m-Chlef of Defence Services P

pandal near the bridge on 3' (From address delivered at the 58th Anniversary Armed :cr

Minister for Construction Maj-Gen Saw Tun, Vice-Chairman of
Rakhine State Peace and Development Council Brig-Gen Than Tun
Aung and Brig-Gen Ye Aung of local station formally open Kyauktan

Bridge. — mNA

An-Sittway section of
Y angon-Sittway Highway
yesterday.

Speaking on the
occasion, Vice-Chairman
of Rakhine State Peaceand
Development Council
Brig-Gen Than Tun Aung
said that Kyauktan Bridge
is452 feet and five inches
long and 32 feet wide. It
has24feet widemotorway
flanked by four-foot-wide
pedestrian ways. The
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bridge can withstand 60-
ton loads. After redlizing
the goodwill of the Head
of State, the government,
the Tatmadaw and the
peoplearejoinning hands
in carrying out all-round
development tasks of
Rakhine State. The gov-
ernment has spent alarge
amount of money on con-
struction of roads,

bridges, hospitals and
schoolsin Rakhine State.
Therefore, departmental
personnel and local na-
tional people are to safe-
guard the bridge for its
durability.

Speaking next,
Minister for Construction
Magj-GenSaw Tunsaidthe
Stateset thetargettobuild
(See page 10)

[ SPECIAL FEATURESTO HAIL THE 639 ANNIVERSARY ARMED FORCES DAY ]

&G To shoulder the duties

Soon, areferendumwill beheld toapprovethedraft
of the State constitution. It isvirtually impossible that
the draft constitution wins the satisfaction of all the
national people. U Ba Hman hopesthat it will win the
satisfaction of the majority of the people.

Paces 8+9

[ Progress of Agriculture Sector in the )
Time of Tatmadaw Gover nment

@

* A breezein early
summer
A cooing sound of the
cuckoo
With flags and banners
fluttering
Launched on 27 March
The Fascists Resistance

CARTOON

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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PERSPECTIVES
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Tatmadaw safeguarding the
interest of the State and people

The Tatmadaw has been upholding
national politics and it has also been
performing thethreemajor duties— duty to
defend the nation, duty to undergo training
and the duty to serve the interest of the
people.

It was documented that the Tatmadaw
bornduringtheindependencestruggle, hand
in hand with the people made efforts for
regaining independence. The Tatmadaw
memberswere determined to sacrifice their
livesfor thesakeof thecountry anditspeople.
Thepatriotic Tatmadaw issonamed because
it hasbeen safeguar dingthenational inter est
at therisk of their lives.

Nowadays the Tatmadaw hand in hand
with the peopleis participating in the tasks
for building a peaceful, modern, developed
anddiscipline-flourishingdemocr aticnation.
Atthesametime,itisbuildingstrongcapable
modern patriotic Armed Forces in accord
with the dignity of the State.

Every Tatmadaw member is trying to
gain qualifications such as strong morale,
per sever ance, makingsacrifices, havingesprit
de cor ps, unity, strong and brilliant combat
skill and threecapabilities, followingthefour
oaths.

The Tatmadaw that has safeguar ded the
State during the successive periods is also
servingthenational inter est and safeguar ding
lives and property of the people.

The Tatmadaw will have to continue to
safeguard the land territory, air space and
territorial waters of the State and ensure
per petuation of sovereignty forever.

S

-

* Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Opposethose trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

v

Shwephonepwint Pagoda
holds Buddha Pujaniya

Y aNGoN, 22 March— The51st BuddhaPujaniya
of Shwephonepwint Pagoda was held in conjunction
with almsoffering ceremony at the Dhammayon of the
pagoda in Pazundaung Township yesterday evening.

Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Pagoda
U Tint Lwin explained matters on organizing the
ceremony.

Next, thecongregationreceived the Five Precepts
from Sayadaw Agga Maha Pandita Agga Maha
GanthavacakaPanditaBhaddantaK esaraof MyaThein
Dan Monastery.

Those present offered provisionsto 108 members
of the Sanghaincluding State Ovadacariya Sayadaws
and 29 nuns.

MNA

( Foreign Minister felicitates |
Pakistani counter part

Nay Pyi Taw, 23 March— Ontheoccasion
of the anniversary of the Pakistan Day, which falls
on 23 March, 2008, U Nyan Win, Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar, has sent
messageof felicitationsto HisExcellency Mr Inam-
Ul-Haque, Minister of Foreign Affairsof theldamic

\Republ ic of Pakistan. — MNA

J

USDA Joint Secretary-
General on tour of

Magway Division

Nay Pvi Taw, 22 March— Union Solidarity and
Development Association Joint Secretary-General U
Zaw Min and Chairman of Magway Division Peace
and Development Council Col Phone Maw Shwe
attended the physic nut plant growing ceremony at No
2 nursery farm on bypass near Dahatkan village in
Magway Township, on 17 March.

A total of 10,000 physic nut seeds has been sown
and 500 physic nut grafts planted. Magway Township
has put 5,280 acres of Land under phyic nut agaist the
target of 7,115 acres.

Joint Secretary-General U Zaw Minand Col Phone
Maw Shwe met departmental officials, Division/
District/ Township level USDA executives, organizers
and members, members of social organizations,
townselders and local people at Magway, Minbu,
Pwintbyu and Salin Township PDC offices. Joint
Secretary-General U Zaw Min and Col Phone Maw
Shwe gave instructions on regional development
tasks—MNA
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Horizon L eague Basketball
Tour nament continues

Y ANGON, 22 March — The Horizon League
Basketball Tournament 2007-08 jointly organized by
Myanmar Basketball Federation and Horizon
International Education Center continuedat Kyaikkasan
Gymnasium here on 16 March.

Inthemen’ sevent, KKSwon over Furiouson
101-45 points and Blueboys edged out The Gyuts 80-
74 points. In the women'’s event, Ballababies passed
through Precious on 41-28 points.

After thematches, KK Swasat thetop position
on the chart by seven winsin seven matches, Red Star
stood up in second and Cow Boy third.

NLM

Ordination, novitiation ceremony
held in Wakema Township

Y aANGON, 22 March
— Wellwishers Thiri
Thudhamma

L

An
official
offers
almsto a
Sayadaw.
MNA

@

Manijotadhara U Myint
Soe and wife Daw Mya
MyaSoeand family held
a ceremony to ordain 6
men and to novitiate 130
boys at Mahasi
Shwegyin monastery of

Kyungon village in
Wakema Township,
yesterday.

At the ceremony, the
Chairmanof Myaungmya
District Peace and
Development Council and
members, thechairman of
KyungonvillagePDCand
members and the
congregationreceivedthe
sermon delivered by
Sayadaw Bahddanta
Tejasara of Kyungon
Monastery and offered
provisionstothemembers
of theSangha. They shared
the merits gained.

Next, the wellwisher
family offered day meal
to the Sayadaw and
members of the Sangha
and sponsored a
pilgrimagefor lay persons
toZalunPyidawpyanMan
Aung Myin Buddha
Image.

MNA

Kite-flying festival
1to 3April

Y anGoN, 22 March — The fourth kite-flying
festival 2008 organized by Myanmar Traditional Sports
Federation will be held from 1 to 3 April at the Y outh
Training Centre (Thuwana) here.

I nterested personsmay obtainapplicationforms
at MTSF office at Aung San Stadium from 25 to 29
March. Enquires can also be made at the M TSF office.

MNA

8/1/18, 08:46 PM

Women
players of
Balla-
babies
and
Precious
competing
in
Horizon
League
Basketball
Tourna-
ment.
NLM




Russia’'sLavrov in Mideast
preparing for peacetalks

Damascus, 22 March
— Russiais preparing to
host a Middle East peace
conference this year that
will try to relaunch talks
between Israel and Syria
about the occupied Golan
Heights, Russianofficias
saidin Syriaon Thursday.

“We have not issued
invitations but we're

working out how to
incorporate different
suggestions,” Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said after meet-
ing President Bashar
al-Assad.

He told reporters the
conference would be a
follow-up to aUS-hosted
meeting in Annapolis in

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

November that resumed
peace talks between
Israel and the Palestinian
Administration, led
by President Mahmoud
Abbas. Lavrov had
announced plans to host
the next Middle East
peace conference after
the Annapolis talks. He
said on Thursday that
everyonein Annapolishad
agreedtotheM oscow con-
ference—MNA/Reuters
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A handcuffed protestor in a Tony Blair mask demonstrates outside Downing
Street in London, on 20 March, 2008 . Demonstrators gathered in Whitehall on
thefifth anniversary of the invasion of Iraq by Britain and the US.—INTERNET

| sraell soldierskill
Palestinian farmer in SGaza

Gaza, 22 March— A
Palegtinianfarmerwasshot
dead on Thursday morning
by Israeli troops’ gunfire
east of the city of Khan
Younis in southern Gaza
Strip, medicsandwitnesses
said. Mo’ aweya
Hassanein, chief of
emergency and ambulance
sarvices inthe Palestinian
Ministry of Health, told

reporters that Israeli
soldiersshot dead 65-year-
old Hassan Abu A’bed in
southern Gaza Strip.
Withesses said |sradli
soldiers stationed near the
borders between southern
GazaStripand I sragl open-
ed fire a the farmer when
he approached his farm
whichisclosetotheborder
area— MNA/Xinhua

Car bomb explodesin
N Spain after ETA warning

MabRriD, 22 March —
A carbombexplodedclose
to a police station in the
northern Spanish town of
Calahorraon Friday after
awarningfromtheBasque
separatist group ETA, but
only one person was hurt,
the town’s mayor said.
ETA has launched
sporadic attacks in Spain
sinceitendeda ceasefireit
announced in March 2006
by bombing Madrid
Airport inDecember 2006,
killing two people.
Javier Pagola, mayor
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of Calahorrain the Rioja
region, said a policeman
had been dightly hurt by
flyingglass. “OneGuardia
Civil hasbeenhurtby glass
which entered his home,”
Pagolatoldstatetel evision.
“Thereisalot of damage.”
The police station and
surrounding  area—
crowded with people
attending the Holy Week
religious procession —
had been cleared and
cordoned off before the
explosion.
MNA/Reuters

Jalal Khalid, whowasjust
released from detention,
holds his five-year old
daughter Suha at a US
base inside Baghdad's
Sunni neighborhood of
Azamiyah, on 21 March,
2008.—I NTERENT

Annan says military action in
lran would be disaster

New York, 22 March—
Military action againgt Iran
over its nuclear ambitions
would be “a dissster” and
the only way to solve the

impasseisthroughdiaogue,

former UN secretary-
generd Kofi Annansaid on
Thursday.

Over the padt year, US
President George W. Bush
and Vice-President Dick

Cheney have ratcheted up
the rhetoric against Iran,
which is defying inter-
national demands to halt
uranium enrichment. They
say Washington wants a
diplomatic solution to the
Iran standoff but refuse to
rule out military options.
Uraniumenrichmentcan
be used for generating
electricity orbomb-making.
Teheran says its nuclear
purposes are peaceful but
Washington and other
countriesfear thisisnot the
case. “Wecannot, I'msure,
take on another military
action in lran, and | hope
no one is contemplating
it,” Annansaidatabriefing
with UN correspondents
in New York.
MNA/Reuters

A car bomb exploded
closetoapolicestationin
the northern Spanish
town of Calahorra on
Friday after a warning
from the Basque
separatistgroupETA, but
onlyonepersonwashurt,
the town’s mayor said.
INTERNET

Curfew imposed in S Pakistan
following violence

IsLamaBAD, 22 March
— Theloca administration
of southern Pakistan's
Sindh Provinceimposed a
curfew after violence
eruptedonFriday, loca TV
channel Georeported. The
violence erupted and

situation spiraled out of
control after the
unidentified armed men
resorted to heavy firingin
Khairpur city in Sindh
Province, said the report.

Several people were
feared injured in firing. A

police vehicle and afire-
brigade vehicle were also
burnt during the violence
in  Khairpur. Security
forces have started to
patrolling in the city after
the violence took place.
MNA/Xinhua

Rainfalls, floods cause 42 deaths

Quito, 22 March —
Thetwo-monthlongheavy
rainfalls and consequent
floods in Ecuador have
killed42 peoplewhileeight
others were missing, said
the Civil Defence on
Thursday.

Some 12,372 families

8/1/18, 08:46 PM

in Ecuador

abandoned their houses
due to the floods and
3,168 were lodged in
temporary  shelters
throughout 13 provinces,
said the Civil Defence,
noting the floods have
caused losses of over 82
million US dollarsin the

agricultural sector.
Ecuadorean Interior
Minister Gustavo Larrea
said the heavy rainfalls
have affected some 3.5
million Ecuadoreans,
amost one third of the
country'stotal population.
MNA/Xinhua



4 THE NEW LIGHT

OF MYANMAR Sunday, 23 March, 2008

Egyptian

Cairo, 21 March —
Major Egyptian news-
papers on Wednesday
strongly criticized theUS
policy inlragontheeveof
thefifthanniversary of the
US-ed invasion on the
Mideastand Arabcountry.

“Iraq is experiencing
the worst stage of its

media slam US policy in Irag

modern history and is
living under a brutal
military occupation,” Al
Ahramsaidinitseditorial
on Wednesday.

Five years ago, the
United Stateslaunchedthe
Iragi war under thepretext
of its disarmament and
bringing freedom and

democracy tolragi people,
the influential Egyptian
newspaper said.

However, Iragis now
are not free as the United
Statesclaimed, they donot
enjoy democracy andtheir
dailylifeisfull of bombing,
tortureand assassi nations,
Al Ahram said.

Thal suspect in
Swedish tourist
murder surrenders

Banckok, 21 March—

A Thai man suspected of
killing a Swedish tourist
on the southern resort
island of Phuket has
surrenderedtopoliceafter
a three-day manhunt,
policesaidonWednesday.
Hanna Charlotta
Backlund, 27, was found
stabbed to death on
Saturday near her

Pakistan
successfully

bungalow on Mai Khao
beach in northern Phuket
where she had gone for a
walk.

“Initialy | just wanted
torapeher,” ahandcuffed
Akaradech Tangae said
with a smile as he was
brought to Phuket police
headquarters on Wednes-
day. “But sheresisted and
| had to kill her,” said the
31-year-old labourer who
surrendered to police on
Tuesday.—MNA/Reuters

Students apply coloured
powder on each other
during the celebration of
“Basant Utsav” or Spring
festival at Shantiniketan,
200 km (124 miles) north
of Kolkataon 21 March,
2008.—INTERNET

Citing a report issued
by Amnesty International,
the newspaper said every
three of four Iragis are
deprived of drinking
water, one third of the
Iragis depends on urgent
aid to live and half of the
populationisunemployed.

Voicingitsregrettothe
current situation in Iraq,
Al Ahram said thistragic
reality would not change
except the United States
pullsitstroopsout of Iraq.

On Monday, US Vice
President Dick Cheney
said during his visit to
Iraqthat the United States
has made a “successful
endeaver” in Irag on the
eveof thefifthanniversary
of theUS-ledinvasionthat
falson 20 March.

MNA/Xinhua

A Cambodia woman and her child look at an
illuminated fountain at the I ndependent Monument
in Phnom Penh on 21 March, 2008.—I NTERNET

Syria, Russia call for just solution
to M-E conflicts

Damascus, 21 March

Syrian  Foreign
Minister Walid al-
Muallem and his visiting
Russian  counterpart
Sergel Lavrov called on
Wednesday for ajust and

comprehensive solutionto
the Arab-Isragli conflicts.

The two ministers
stressed the necessity to
find such a solution to all
peacetracks, including the
Syrian-Israeli one, the

US soldier diesin vehicleaccident in Irag

BacHDAD, 21 March
— An American soldier
died in a vehicle
accident in the volatile
Diyala Province,
northeast of Baghdad,

the US military said on
Thursday.

Theaccident occurred
on Wednesday when the
soldier's vehicle rolled
over in an area in the

test flies UAV

IsLamaBaD, 21 March
— Pakistan on Thursday
successfully conducted a
final test flight of its
indigenously developed
UnmannedAeria Vehicle
(UAV) “Uqgaab”.

A statement issued by
thearmy said that theflight
datacollectedindicatedthat
al design parameters had
been successful-
ly validated. The perfor-
manceof theUAV “Uqgaab”
can be compared to any of
modern state
of the art UAV in its
category, said the
statement.—MNA/Xinhua

23-3-08 NL 4

Pakistan’ sChief of Army Staff General AshfaqParvez
Kayani (C) poses for a photograph with officials and
technicians during the test flight of an Unmanned
Aerial Vehicle(UAV) at an undisclosed location on 20
March , 2008. Pakistan successfully conducted afinal
testflightof itsindigenoudy developed UAV. —INTERNET

8/1/18, 08:46 PM

province, a brief military
statement said without
specifying the exact
location.

The statement added
that the accident is under
investigation.

Since the US-led war
inlragbrokeoutinMarch
2003, more than 3,990
US soldiers have died in
Irag, according to media
count based on Pentagon
figures.

MNA/Xinhua

SANA news agency
reported.

They agreed that the
Palestinian issue is the
focal point in theregion,
pledging efforts to
achieve unity among the
Palestinians.

Both sides also
pointed out that
the forthcoming Arab
Summitin Damascuson
29-30Marchprovidesan
opportunity inthisregard.

On the situation in
Lebanon, the two sides
expressed support to the
Arab League initiative
and the efforts by Arab
League Secretary Gen-
eral Amr Moussa, and
their willingnessto seeit
implemented on the
ground. —MNA/Xinhua

Bulgaria police nab 350,000

eurosin fake notes

SoFia, 22 March — Police arrested two Bulgarians
and seized 350,000 euros (541,100 US dollars) in
counterfeit notesaimed for distributioninthe European
Union, the Interior Ministry said on Friday.

Inajoint operationwith EU policeagency Europol
and German, Austrianand Bosnian police, theofficers
raided several sites in the Bulgarian capital Sofia,
uncovering also a printing Press for counterfeit
passports and illegal weapons. The Interior Ministry
saidinastatement thefakeeuros wereof high quality,
copying perfectly seven of eleven recognition signs.

"We carried the raids late on Thursday to prevent
the tangible risk of distributing the forged money in
the European Union," Interior Ministry official
Pantaley Panov said. — MNA/Reuters



Economist: unjust trade must
be countered

Belaing, 22 March —
The current global trade
regime is unfair to
developing countries and
runs counter to their
development, an econo-
mist said on Friday.

And Chinahasfallen
victim to US double
standards, as the United
Statesrepeatedly imposes

dumping charges on
Chinese products,
professor of economicsat
Columbia University
Joseph Stiglitz said.
Theworldiswatching
the ongoing Doha Round
— the WTO initiative
startedin 2001 to develop
aglobal trade agreement
easingtradeinagriculture,

A staff member shows
a new clock during
the 6th China
International Gifts,
Premium and
Houseware Exhibition
in Beijing, capital of
China, on 20 March,
2008. More than 400
producers and
companies attended
the exhibition, opened
on 20 March.
XINHUA

manufacturing and ser-
vices — but developed
and devel oping countries
areprofoundly dividedon
some key issues.
Agricultural subsidies, in
particular, have cast a
shadow over the talk's
prospects.

The processhasbeen
stalled by anunfair global
trade system that
jeopardizes the interests
of developing countries,
which have stood up to
safeguard what they
deserve, Stiglitz said at
the ceremony celebrating
the anniversary of the
Hanging  Advanced
Institute of Economics
and Finance at Renmin
University of China.

Through WTO
negotiations in recent
years, he said, developed
countries have continued
selling “the old wine in
the new bottle” to
developing nations.

The US and
European Union have
reneged ontheir promises
to import products from
developing countries,
such as agricultural
products.

Xinhua
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Theyellow interior of the Nissan Denki Cube electric concept car is seen at
the 2008 New York I nternational auto show on 19 March, 2008.—INTERNET

L and Rover recalls defective
vehiclesin China

BeuinG, 22 March —
Land Rover is recalling
4,304 vehicles exported
toChinafor sunroof flaws,
aquality official said here
on Friday.

According to the
General Administration of
Quality Supervision,
I nspectionand Quarantine
(AQSIQ), the recall
covered 4,304 Freelander
two cross-country
vehicles, manufactured
between November 2006
and January 2008.

Land Rover started to

recall the defective
vehicles on Friday,
AQSIQ said.

If not repaired, the
vehicle's sunroof may get
jammed, distorted or even
fal off when attempting

to open
occasions.
Ownersof therecalled
vehicles will receive free
repairs or replacement of
sunroofs to solve the
problem. -MNA/Xinhua

on some

Tosnibato drop profit by quitting HD DVDs

BeuinG, 22 March --
Toshiba Corp, Japan's
largest chipmaker, fell in
Tokyo trading yesterday
after the company cut its
full-year profitforecast 31
percent on falling chip
pricesand coststoquitthe

HD DVD business.
Toshiba lost 1.9
percenttocloseat 677yen
(6.83 U.S. dollars) on the
Tokyo Stock Exchange,
compared with a 1.8
percent gain by theNikkei
225 Stock Average,
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An artist from the contemporary “ Liquid
Theatre” performs at a former printing plant in
Moscow, late 20 March, 2008.—XINHUA

Bloomberg News report-
ed.

Net income would
probably decline nine
percentto 125billionyen
in the 12 months ending
on 31 March, less than
the 180 billion yen
October forecast, Toshiba
said.

Xinhua

OECD revises US growth
forecast downwards

Paris, 22 March — The Organization for Economic
Cooperationand Devel opment (OECD) Thursday revised
downwardsits2008 growthforecast for theUnited States,
whaose economy isbelieved to be contracting, at the same
time projecting an optimistic outlook for Europe.

Henceforth, the OECD is projecting that the US
economy will recordagrowthrateof 0.1 per centand O per
centinthefirstand secondquartersof thisyear respectively,
comparedtothe0.3 per cent and 0.4 per cent that had been
published previously. Theannua growthforecast, which
is currently estimated at 2 percent, is set to be revised
during the semi-annual forecast that is expected to be
issued in May, according to reliable sources.

“TheAmericaneconomy isstagnant, if itisnot a ready
contracting,” saidthe OECD. “ [t may beprematuretotalk
about arecession, but with the pace of economic activity
being well below the growth potential,” itisclear that it
“is dowing down very quickly”, the OECD said in a

statement. —MNA/Xinhua

China’'s CNPC suffers $5.4b of
refining lossin

Beang, 22 March —
China Nationa Petroleum
Corporation (CNPC), the
country’s leading oil
producer, lost 36.2 billion
yuan(5.4billionUSdollars)
in its oil refining and
processing businesses last
year, according to a
company reportreleasedon
Thursday. The company
attributed the loss to the
hugegapsin soaringworld
oil prices, thelow state-set
domestic price and its

8/1/18, 08:46 PM

“overloaded operation” to
ensure domestic supply.
Despitethesurgingprices
in the internationa market,
China last year ordered the
country’ s oil producers and
refiners to collect their
grengths in combating the
shortagescausedby extreme
wezther conditions.

In 2007, the CNPC
devoted about 100 hillion
yuantooil prospectingand
another 32.2hillionyuanin
oil refining projectsinabid

)
07
to ensure domestic supply.
Also last year, CNPC
processed 120 million tons
of crude ail, representing
anincrease of 5.86 million
tonsover thepreviousyear.
It produced 107.65
million tons of crude ail
and 54.2 billion cubic
metres of natural gas at
home, representing an
increase of 1.01 million
tons and 10 cubic metres,
respectively.
MNA/Xinhua
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PPP Chairman to declare
party’s PM candidate

IsLamaBaD, 21 March
— PakistanPeopl € sParty
(PPP) chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari would
announce the party’s
candidate for the office of
the Prime Minister, party
spokesman  Farhatullah
Babar saidonWednesday .

Farhatullah did not
disclosethetimeand date
for the announcement,
saying “Zardari House
will unveil the candidate
at anappropriatetime”.

The Associated Press
of Pakistan (APP) quoted

PPPsourcesassayingthat
the announcement was
expected within a couple
of daysasBilawal Bhutto-
Zardari had already
arrivedinthecountry from
London on Wednesday.
Makhdoom Amin
Fahim, vicechairmanof the
PPP, was one of the front-
runners for the PM dot,
however, the political
scenario suddenly changed
as Zardari House hinted it
wasdsoconsdering“some
otheroptions’, saidthe APP
report.— Xinhua

An Afghan police man walks near a police damaged vehicle after it was hit by
aroad sidebomb explosion in Lashkar Gah theprovincial capital of Helmand
province south of Kabul, Afghanistan on 21 March, 2008.— INTERNET

Britain confirms first
case of XDR-TB strain

LonDpon, 22 March —
Britain has confirmed its
first diagnosed caseof the
extremely drug-resistant
(XDR)  strain  of
tuberculosis (TB), local
mediareportedon Friday.

Doctors in Glasgow,
Scotland, are treating a
man with the XDR-TB
strain, who reportedly
came to Britain from
Somalia and is now in
isolation at the Gartnavel
General Hospital, BBC
reported.

Thisisthefirst case of
itskindreportedinBritain
since the revised
definition of XDR-TB

(A two-day-old kitten is )
bottle fed at the Clarion
County Animal Shelter

in Shippenville, Paon
18 March, 2008.
Hundreds of animals,
mostly cats, were
seizedin araid of
acat sanctuaryin
Tarentum, Pa Friday.
Over 300 diseased cats
arebeing treated at this
facility.—INTERNET
N J
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was published by the
World Health
Organization (WHO) in
2006.

"We have taken very
prompt measures to try
and manage the chances
of this person spreading
the infection to others"
Jim McMenamen from
Health Protection
Scotland was quoted as
saying.

The doctors said there
is no risk to the genera
public. ~ The XDR-TB
drain is extremdy resgant
to traditiond antibioticsand
has to be treated with a
combinationof antibioticsto
ensure thet the treatment is
successful in preventing
trangmisson to others.

Xinhua

Turkish war planes bomb
PKK basesin Northern Iraqg

Divareakir (Turkey),
21 March — Turkish
warplanes bombed bases
of the banned Kurdish
Workers Party (PKK) in
northerniragonThursday,
local sourcestold Xinhua.

The sources said that
some Turkish warplanes
flew over the areas of
Haftanin, Kanemase,

Amadiyah and Nerve-
Rekan in northern Irag.
Soon after scouting
flight, the Turkish
warplanes bombed the
PKK bases, said the
sources. Turkey has been
fighting with the PKK,
whichtook uparmsagainst
the country in 1984 with
the aim of creating an

ethnic homeland in
southeastern Turkey.
More than 30,000
people have beenkilled in
the over-two-decade
conflict between the
Turkish Army and the
PKK, whichislisted as a
terrorist organization by
Turkey and the United
States. — Xinhua

Bomb explodesin Bulgaria,
no injuriesreported

SoFia, 21 March —
A bomb was detonated
late on Tuesday near the
buildingwhereBulgarian
regional police chiefs
wereholdingtheir annual
meeting in Plovdiv, the
country’s second-largest
city, local Sofia News
Agency reported on

Wednesday.

Bulgarian Interior
Minister Rumen Petkov
and Chief Prosecutor Boris
Velchev were dso at the
meeting, authorities said.
The explosive device was
detonated to destroy a
lawyer’ s office, situated in
a newly constructed

Russians can inspect Czech-based
USradar base

PrAGUE, 22 March —
Czech Deputy Prime
Minister AlexandrVVondra
said on Friday that he
would not mind granting
one or two authorized

Russian officers access to
the planned US radar base
on Czech soil for
inspection.

Thereciprocd principle
wouldhavetobeobserved,

Vondra told a forum in
Prague. Accesstothebase,
whichisplannedtobebuilt
in 2010, would allow
Russians to see for them-
selves that the system is
not directed against them,

However, Russia's
access would be possible
only after the two sides
reached agreement on the
issue, he said, noting that
no such agreement hasyet
been reached. Vondra
shared the view of Prime
Minister Mirek Topolanek,
who said earlier that he
considered such a mutual
monitoring mechanism

fesible.  \na/xinhua

8/1/18, 08:46 PM

residential  building.
Fortunately, the blast did
not claim any victims but
caused serious damage to
the whole building.

The area has been
cordoned off by police
while officers make a
second analysis of the
scene. An investigation
into the incident is
underway.

Xinhua

Strong quakes
joltsN-W
China’s
Xinjlang

Belang, 22 March —
TheChineseSeismologica
Network detected thefifth
minor tremor in Yutian
County, in southwest
Chind's Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region,
at 8:26 am Friday (Beijing
Time). Four quakes had
rocked the Kunlun
Mountainregionearlieron
Friday with the first and
the strongest measuring
7.3 on the Richter Scale
and occurring at 6:33 am.

The epicenter of the
guakeswaslocated at 35.6
degrees north Latitude
and 81.6 degrees east
Longitude. The first jolt
was followed by four
minor ones measuring
between five and 5.2 on
theRichter Scalebetween
7:00 am and 8:26 am.

An official in Hotian
Prefecture told Xinhua
the earthquakes affected
the townships of Aggan
and Bostan, wherethetotal
population is about
13,400. —Xinhua

(An artiste of the
Lemieux.pilon 4D Art
group from Canada
performsintheplaytitled
“Norman” during a
dressrehearsal atthe X
| beroamerican Theatre
Fedtival in Bogotaon 20
March, 2008. Over 100
theatre companies are
presenting their shows
during the festival.
INTERNET
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i Progress of Agriculture Sector in Hailing 63rd Anniversary
the Time of Tatmadaw Gover nment Armed Eorces Day

\.

Sr.|  Subject 1988 2007 Progress

1.| Arableland 23.8 53.78 | 29.98

2. | Vacant land acres (million) 26.1 104 increased

3. | Complete Dams 138 344 206

4. | Dams under construction - 40 40

5. | Complete river water - 305 305
pumping stations

6. | River water pumping - 298 298
stations being built
Total benefited acres (million) 1.35 5 3.65
Double cropping acres (million) 3.89 16.8 12,91

.| Monsoon paddy acres (million) 11.81 17 52

10., Summer paddy acres (million) - 0.58 0.58

11. Total production of paddy 630 1500 870
baskets (million)

12., Percentage of food sufficiency - 152%  |152%
of the nation

13.| Beans and pulses acres (million) 1.8 9.89 8.09

14.| Edible oil crops acres (million) 1.36 8.75 7.39

The water supply facilities seen at Alwansuk River Water Pumping
Project site built in Thanlyin Township of Yangon Division.

An aerial view of thriving Daseik River Water Pumping
poppy-substitute crops Proj ect

plantations in Mongla region Daselk River Water Pumping
of Shan State (East). Station built for agricultural
purposein Daseik Village of

W Langkho Township, Shan State
(South).

Wagatok
Supporting Dam

Wagatok Supporting

Dam constructed to
irrigate farmlands
in Bago Township

of Bago Division.

23-3-08 NL 7 8/1/18, 08:46 PM
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[ e vz 637 Anversany Arvieo Forces Dav:
To shoulder the duties

Only when the Tatmadaw is
strong, will the nation be strong

Sittinginadling
chair, war veteran U Ba
Hmanwaswatching the
broadcasts of the
training sessions being
undergoneby theparade
columns of the
servicemen for the
Armed Forces Day
parade. He watched on
screen that at dawn the
parade columns were
reciting the Four Oaths
of Tatmadaw members
in chorus in the parade

ground.
We will be loyal to the
State and the people,
We will be loyal to the
Fallen Comrades,
Wewill conscientiously
obey the orders and
responsibilitiesgivenby
our superiors,
We vow to sacrifice our
lives for our country,
our people, and our
Armed Forces.
While reciting the
four oathsinal ow murmur

together with the
Tatmadaw members on
screen, hehad atotal recall
of his past experiences.
In the 1960s

Gunfire shattered the
silence of the nighttime
andflamesappearedinthe
darkness. A piece of bad
news spread that
Kyungalay Village was
under the raid of
insurgents. Lowering his
head, primary schoolboy
Maung Ba Hman had to

stay hiding under the
house. Ballonkwin Ward
inLetpadanwhereMaung
BaHmanlivedwasalittle
distant from Kyungalay
Village. However, the
residentswereinastateof
panic, thinking what they
shoulddoif theinsurgents
would also raid the town.
The insurgents were said
to be KNDO members. It
was said that they came
from Bago Yoma
mountain range and they
were accompanied by
those ready to rob the
housesand carry thestolen
property with the use of
elephants. It was also said
that the insurgents were
Kawthulay withlonghair;
that they had decided that
they would not have their
hair cut until Kawthulay
revolutionwassuccessful;
andtheir hair wastouching
their shoulders. Maung Ba
Hman wondered if their
revolution was to burn
downthevillagesand rob
the houses of the people.
Their revolutionisnothing
morethan planting mines,
launching bomb attacks
and firing small weapons

U Ba Hman is now an elderly person. Those who will
havetocarry out national development tasksand shoulder
the duties are young Tatmadaw members, intellectuals
and intelligentsia, farmers, workers, and national race
people. Only when all the youth of the nation remain
united in discharging nation-building tasks will it be
possible for the nation, which has lagged behind other
countries in development in successive periods due to
disintegration of national solidarity, to stand tall in the
wor ld. Now, the people have passed the nightmares. U Ba
Hman believesthat hewill soon withessthetransfor mation

( .
. Hlaing Aung ]j

tokill innocent peopleand
committingterrorist acts,
so the revolution is still
far from victory. U Ba
Hman happened to
visualize how long their
hair would have grown if
they are still alive. The
armed groups that have
realized the benevolent
attitude of the
government have made
peace.
In the 1970s

Private BaHman was
on duty under the
Operation*YeMinAung”
at a place on the western
bank of the Thanlwinriver
in Naunglai Paphan
region, Shan State(North).
The platoon that included
Private Ba Hman was
stationed near the edge of
arock mass. At that time,
the platoon was locked in
a battle with the Burma
Communist Party (BCP)
andwassurrounded by the
enemies. Before
withdrawing, the BCP
troopswerefiringheavily.
And the bullets of the 0.5
machine-gun and the
shells of 0.57mm
recoilless gun were
falling behind the platoon
of Maung BaHman. Shan
Y omamountainrangewas
completely covered with
cordite smells and rank
smells of blood. The
rations of the platoon had
run out for a long time.
Threeor four daysago, a
small amount of leftover
rice was given to a
wounded private. Since
then, they had lived on
water. They had to take
risks to fetch that water.
After fetching water in
the ravine near an
abandoned farm, the

_ _ troops climbed up the | gentsto reoccupy these
of the nation into a new one soon. hill. At that time, they | camps.
L came under machine-gun (See page 9) )

attacks. So, they had to
craw! uphill and carried
the water bottles. Many
hillside farms had been
destroyed, and villages
had been reduced to
ashes. Having a yam
root to ease hishunger,
Maung Ba Hman
wondered when the
internal armed
conflicts would end.
In the 1980s

Maung Ba Hman
was one of the troops
that engaged in the
Operation “Moe Hein
(12)” that waslaunched
to crush down the drug
smuggling of insurgents
around Monekyut,
Lwema Ankham, and
Kyet-hinkhathi hill in
the border area of Shan
State (East). The
enemiesweresaidto be
drug smugglers, but at
that timethey werevery
strong, taking a
stronghold in border
areas. A brigade-level
operation was thus
launched with
supporting fire of
105mm and 76mm
artillery. The members
hadto climbuptherock
mountains with no
pathways and pass
through the rough and
hard hillsidesto occupy
the camps of the
enemies. Before long
they had occupied the
enemies’ military
camps, sacrificinglives
of many members.
When the 1988 unrest
broke out, they had to
leave the camps and
went back to the towns
for security, thusgiving
opportunities to the
drug smuggler insur-

23-3-08 NL

8/1/18, 08:46 PM



THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Sunday, 23 March, 2008 9

-

To shoulder the duties

N

(from page 8)

In the 1990s

Ko Ba Hman, an old soldier, was contributing
voluntary servicesat awork site of arailway project
inthe central part of Myanmar. Following Mongyan,
Methawaw and Marnel Palaw battles, many national
race armed groups made peace. Then, Tatmadaw
members, who had defended themotherland at risk to
their lives, were engaged in nation-building tasks.
Tatmadaw members contributed their labour to the
road and bridge projects being implemented in the
central part of Myanmar plusmany regionsincluding
Chin, Kayah, Shanand Rakhinestates, and Taninthayi
Division. He still remembersthat some TE and Hino
trucks overturned in the explosions of mines planted
by insurgents near Monelaik Creek on Kengtung-
Mongphyat-Mongyawng Road. At that time, it took
about ten days for a truck to run 100 miles on the
muddy road in Shan State (East). Moreover, under
the guard of two battalions, Tatmadaw members had
to repair the bridges destroyed and clear all the earth
piled by insurgents along the 18-mile road section to
send rations to the frontier military camps. Now,
Mongyawng and Mongyu roads are coping with
Hilux passenger buses. Ko Ba Hman was pleased to
watch on TV that the distance is now less than an
hour’s drive. He recalled his sadness, when he was
transferred from Shan Stateto Mon and Kayin states,
hefound that trees, asthick asathigh of aman, were
growing along the old gravel road beside Donthami
Creek and wrecks of bridges on the banks of the
creeksduetothebombblastscommitted by insurgents.
The regionsthen were under the reign of insurgents,
so smoothtransport wasnot possible. Inconsequence,
the regions were not in a position to enjoy
development, and insurgents took refuge in those
regions. Therefore, the regionswere under the threst

( .
L Hlaing Aung ]ﬁ

of insurgents. Ko Ba Hman wishes local national
race people of the states suffering from the evil
consequences would enjoy the taste of peace and
development as soon as possible.

Now, war veteran U BaHman no longer worries
about that. He has witnessed that the whole nation
has devel oped at the unprecedented level. The State
constitution has been drafted that can guarantee
multi-party democracy aspired by the peopleaswell
asself-administration aspired by somenational races.

Soon, areferendum will be held to approve the
draft of the Stateconstitution. Itisvirtually impossible
that the draft constitution winsthe satisfaction of all
thenational people. U BaHman hopesthatitwill win
the satisfaction of the majority of the people.

U Ba Hman does not want at al to see any
situations in which the people have to stay hiding
under the houses following the sounds of gunfire.
And local people have to leave their farmlands,
lands, homes and villages to avoid the evil
consequencesof armed conflicts. Hewantsto seethe
people building a new nation in collaboration.

U BaHmanisnow an elderly person. Thosewho
will haveto carry out national devel opment tasksand
shoulder the duties are young Tatmadaw members,
intellectuals and intelligentsia, farmers, workers,
and national race people. Only when all the youth of
the nation remain united in discharging nation-
buildingtaskswill it bepossiblefor thenation, which
haslagged behind other countriesin development in
successive periods due to disintegration of national
solidarity, tostandtall intheworld. Now, the people
have passed the nightmares. U Ba Hman believes
that he will soon witness the transformation of the
nation into a new one soon.

Trandation: MS
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Objectives of the 63rd
Anniversary Armed Forces Day

*  Towork in concert with the peo-
ple in building a peaceful, mod-
ern, developed and discipline-
flourishing democratic nation

* To realize the seven-step Road
Map of the State joining hands
with the people

*  Joininghandswiththepeopleand
based on Union Spirit to crush
inter nal and exter nal destructive
elementssabotagingstability and
development of the State

* To build a strong, capable and
modern patriotic Tatmadaw to
safeguard Our Three Main Na-
tional Causes

In the time of the Tatmadaw
gover nment after 1988, bridges
havebeen built at ther ateof one
each month and 12 dams each
year.

So, one and all can
witness the progress
that it has been
unprecedented in the
previous periods.

YeE MIN HTET
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From March Resistanceto
eternity

* A breezein early summer
A cooing sound of the cuckoo
With flags and banners fluttering
Launched on 27 March
The Fascists Resistance
*  Peoplejoined in every battle
Mass guerrillatactics
Practised in whole nation
Winning support of
People, monks, students
*  Defeating the Fascists
Colonialists afraid of Myanmar
Brethren cementing unity
Independent Myanmar
Entering golden era
*  For independence
Sacrificed blood, lives they
Heroes countless
Like starsin the sky
Shared merits for them
Only after nation is free
So honourable are they
*  Tatmadaw born of people
Freed nation from subjugation
Army, Navy, Air Force
United as true brothers
So dutiful for nation
*  For the entire nation
Beautifying and developing
And safeguarding
(Hailing the 63rd Anniversary Armed Forces Day)
Zaw Min Min Oo
(Tranglation)

. J
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Commander opens Buddha Pujaniya of
Zalun Man Aung Myin Buddha I mage

Commander Brig-Gen Kyaw Swe cuts the ribbon to open Man Aung
Myin Pyidawbyan Buddha I mage Pujaniya in Zalun. — MNA

Nay Pyir Taw, 19
March — Chairman of
Ayeyawady Division
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
South-West Command
Brig-Gen Kyaw Swe met
with servicemen and their
familiesat thehall of local
battalion in Hinthada on
14 March and inspected
eugeniaand rubber planta-
tions.

On15March, thecom-
mander attended the open-
ing of Buddha Pujaniyaof

Man  Aung Myin
Pyidawbyan Buddha Im-
age in Zalun and opened
the ceremony. The Bud-
dha Pujaniya of the Bud-
dhalmage commenced on
15Marchanditwouldlast
till 22 March.

Next, the commander
went to the office of Zalun
Auto TelephoneExchange
and looked into the instal -
lation of equipment.

At mile post 12/7 on
Danubyu-Taunggyi road,
the commander inspected

road works and gave nec-
essary ingtructions.

Next, the commander
viewed growing of sum-
mer paddy and harvesting
of mung at Akyaw village
in Danubyu Townshipand
met with local farmers.

Afterwards, the com-
mander inspected har-
vesting of summer paddy
at Sakkotaung village in
Nyaungdon Township
and fulfilled the require-
ments.

MNA

| nfor mation Minister meets
PPE, MM PE staff

Y ANGoN, 22March
— Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan met
with the personnd of Print-
ing and Publishing Enter-
prise and Myanma Mation
Picture Enterprise at the
meetinghall of Centra Press
of thePPE under theMinis-
try on Theinbyu Road here
on 20 March afternoon.

It was atended by
Managing Director of
Myanma Motion Picture
Enterprise U Aung Myo
Myint, the directors, the
deputy-directors, officias
and gtaff.

The miniger said
that the PPE and MMPE
havesuccessfully carriedout
their tasks and he acknowl-

edgedtherwork efficiency.
Achievements have been
made due to the united &f-
forts of the s&ff. He caled
for cooperationintheyears
to come.

Next, theminister
discussedworksof thetwo
enterprises and gave nec-
essary instructions to
them.—MNA

Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan cordially converses
with personnel of Printing and Publishing Enterprise and Myanma
Motion Picture Enterprise. — MNA

USDA CEC member inspectsregional development
tasksin Ayeyawady Division

Y ANGON, 21 March —
CEC member of theUnion
Solidarity and Develop-
ment Association Minis-
ter for Forestry Brig-Gen
Thein Aung looked into
progressof construction of
new school building for
Yongyi Basic Education
Primary School in Dedaye
yesterday and gave neces-
sary instructions.

At the hall of Dedaye
Township General Ad-
ministration Department
and Education Collegein
Bogale, the CEC member

23-3-08 NL 10

met with townselders, de-
partmental personnel and
membersof social organi-
zationsand presented cash
donation for the college.
Next, the CEC mem-
ber went to construction
site of new school building
for Sitkon Basic Education
Primary School in Bogae
and presented cash dona-
tion.
TheCECmember also
inspected implementation
of opening Bogae Tint
Aung Library and gave
necessary instructions.

Next, the CEC mem-
bers met with local peo-
ple, departmental per-
sonnel and members of
social organizations at
Thiri Annawah hall in
Pyapon and Shwe Wah
Latt hall of Kyaiklat
Township General Ad-
ministration Depart-
ment.

The CEC member
Minister Brig-Gen Thein
Aung also inspected con-
struction of new school
building for No 3 Basic
Education Primary School

Kyauktan Bridge inaugurated...

(frompage 1)
roadsandbridgesinRakhine
Sateasriversandhillsinthe
region limited the transpor-
tationsarvicesinthedate. A
total of 212 bridgeswiththe
length of 180feet andabove
and5,679milesof roadhave
increased acrossthe nation.
In Rakhine State, atota of
36 bridgeswiththelengthof
180 feet and above includ-
ing Kyauktan Bridge and
592 milesof road havebeen
congtructed. Theover 452-
foot long Kyauktan Bridge
is located on Yangon-
Sittway Road and it is an

inKyaiklat Townshipand
attended to the needs.
MNA

8/1/18, 08:46 PM

iron reinforced type. It is
aso atwo-way bridge and
can withstand 60 tons of
load.

In Rakhine State, over
202-mile and three-fur-
longlong An-Sittway road
section and 120-milelong
Taungup-Maei-Kyaukpyu
road sectionhavebeencon-
structed. Meanwhile, 9-
mile long Painhnetaung-
Y anbyeRoad, 7-milelong
Padekyaw- Tattaung Road,
41-mile long An-
Padekyaw-Maei Road
have also been upgraded
to gravel roads.

As roads and bridges
have been constructed in
Rakhine State, townships
in the state can be now
easily accessible from
Ayeyawady, Yangon,
Bago, Magway and Man-
dalay divisions. The com-
modity flow in Rakhine
State has picked up speed

USDA CEC member
Minister for Forestry
Brig-Gen Thein Aung
meets local people,
departmental person-
nel and social organi-
zation membersin

Pyapon. —mNA

thanks to newly con-
structed roadsand bridges.

Afterwards, aresident
spoke words of thanks.

Next, Minister Mgj-
GenSaw Tun,Vice-Chair-
man of RakhineStatePDC
Brig-Gen Than Tun Aung
and Brig-Gen Y e Aung of
local station formally
opened Kyauktan Bridge.

Next, Brig-Gen Than
Tun Aung unveiled the
stone inscription of
Kyauktan Bridge.

KyauktanBridgeisan
iron reinforced type and
452 feet and five inches
long. Thebridgeisflanked
by 4-foot wide walkways
anditsmotorway is24feet
wide. Thebridgecanwith-
stand 60 tons of load.

Out of bridges con-
structed by the Public
Works, Kyauktan Bridge
isthe 212th one, and 36th
bridge in Rakhine State.
KyauktanBridgeislocated
on An-Sittway Road Sec-
tion of Yangon-Sittway
Road and the bridge will
speed thecommodity flow
andtransportation between
Rakhine State and other
regions.

MNA
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An Easter egg installation is displayed at a
Hong Kong mall on 22 March, 2008.

INTERNET

Feeding time: The three white Lion cubs
which were born last week in the zoo of
Olmen, Belgium wait to be fed.

INTERNET

| ce dance gold medalist | sabelle Delobel and
Olivier Schoenfelder from France salute the
crowd during victory ceremonies at the
World Figure Skating Championshipsin
Goteborg, Sweden,on 21 March, 2008.
INTERNET

The Jupiter-like extrasolar planet known as HD 189733b, orhiting
closeto its star about 63 light years from Earth, in an undated

illustration. Astronomers used the Hubble Space Telescope to detect

methane in this planet’s atmosphere — the first organic molecule
found on a planet outside our solar system. Hubble also confirmed

the presence of water vapor in the planet’s atmosphere. The findings

are published in thejournal Nature—INTERNET

An undated thin-
section transmission
electron micrograph
showstwo HIV virus
particles. People with

agenetic variation
that slows down HIV
may also be causing a
mutation to the AIDS

virusthat makesit
less potent if
transmitted to others,
researcherssaid on
Friday.—INTERNET

I ce blocks are seen floating in the Weddell Sea near the Argentine Base Marambio in the
Antarctic Peninsula on 8 March , 2008.—INTERNET
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ADVDERTISEMENT

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV XIANG FENG VOY NO (8015)

Consigneesof cargocarriedonMV XIANG FENG
VOY NO (8015) arehereby notified that thevessel will
be arriving on 23.3.2008 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will lie at the
consignee’ srisk and expensesand subjecttothebyel aws
and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo

from the vessdl.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted

after the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SCHINA SHIPPING
(MALAYSIA) AGENCY SDN BHD

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

South Korea arrests
man sought by FBI
for 10 years

Seour, 21 March —
South Korean police said
on Wednesday they have
arrested a Korean-
American suspected of
murder and wanted by the
Federal Bureau of
Investigation after hefled
theUnited States10years
ago and went to South
Korea. US-born David
Nam, 29wasapprehended
in suburban Seoul, where
he had been teaching
English, police said.

According to the FBI,
Nam was freed on bond
pending trial in
Pennsylvania and then
fled to South Korea in
1998. He was arrested
about a year later but

released from custody
because there was no
formal extradition treaty
betweenthetwo countries
at that time. This led to
one being reached a few
monthslater, the FBI said
in aWeb posting.

Nam, who uses the
alias" Salid”, issuspected
of shooting to death an
elderly manduringahome
robbery inPhiladel phiain
1996, the FBI said.

Nam will be handed
overtoUSauthoritiesafter
a Seoul court rules on the
date of his extradition, a
decisionlikely tobemade
in the next few days, the
investigator said.

MNA/Reuters

Mine blast
victims
families

compensated
iIn SSW China

KunMmING, 21 March—
Thefamiliesof 14 miners
killed in a colliery gas
outburst in southwest
China's Y unnan Province
have been compensated,
thelocal government said
on Wednesday.

Each family received
200,000yuan (28,304 US
dollars) in compensation
from the owners of
Shuidongping coa mine
in  Weixin County,
Zhaotong City, wherethe
gas outburst on Friday
evening alsoinjured four.

The injured were in
stablecondition. Themine
owners promised to pay
for their medical fees.

A preliminary
investigation revealed
the colliery, with a
designed annual
production capability
of 60,000 tons, was a
fully-licensed private
enterprise.

Investigatorswerestill
trying to ascertain the
cause of the accident.
Peopleresponsiblefor the
tragedy wereunder police
control.

MNA/Xinhua

Egypt, Russia dr aft deal for
nuclear power tender

Moscow, 21 March
— Egypt and Russia on
Wednesday drafted a
nuclear energy deal,
which could be signed
nextweek inMoscow, to
allow Russiato take part
in the tender to build
nuclear reactorsin Egypt,
the Egyptian negotiator
said.

“This agreement is
for the usage of nuclear

energy for peaceful
means. We have
concluded all the

Egypt's Industry and
Energy Minister Rachid
Mohamed Rachid.
Rachid spoke by
telephone from Cairo
after talkswith Russian
Energy Minister Viktor
Khristenko, who is on a
two-day visit to Egypt
laying the ground for
Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak’s visit to
Moscow early next week.
“The agreement could be
signed by President
Mubarak at that time,”

construction of several
nuclear power plants,
Egypt is planning to
reviveitscivilian atomic
energy programme, shut
downin1986inthewake
of the Chernobyl
disaster.

The London-based
International Institute of
Strategic  Studies said
the first 1,000-megawatt
reactor could be built
at Dabaa on the
Mediterraneanin eight to
10 years if foreign

technical work of it. 1tis| Rachid said. investment was
ready for signing,” said Through the | secured —MNA/Reuters
British troops Franceto cut
kill Afghan policeman = huclear
ar senal

KasuL, 21 March —
British troops shot dead
one Afghan policeman
and wounded another in
southern Afghanistan, the
officialssaidon Thursday.

NATO forces opened
fireonan AfghanNational
Police (ANP) checkpoint
intheprovincial capital of
Helmand overnight, the
Afghan Interior Ministry
said.

British troops in
Helmand confirmed the
incident.

“1 can confirm that an

Eight killed by heavy
rainsin Sri Lanka

CoLomBo, 22March—
Atleast eight peopledied,
six others were injured
and 174,214 people
displaced by heavy rains
since last week in
different parts of the
island, theDisaster Relief
Services Centre said on
Thursday.

The heavy rains since
last Saturday caused flash
floods, landslides, felling
of trees and lightening.

"At the moment we
have accommodated
around 7,500 peoplefrom
1,870 families in tempo-
rary welfare camps,"”
Rishath Bathiyutheen, the
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Minister of Disaster Relief
told reporters.

The affected districts
were Ampara, Batticaloa
and Trincomalee in the
east, Jaffnaand Mannar in
the north, Gampaha and
Puttalaminthenorthwest,
Gampaha in the west,
Badullain the central and
Moneragala in the
southeasternareg, officials
said.

Bathiyutheen said
41,000 US dollars, or 4.5
million Sri Lankarupees,
had been provided by the
government to provide
relief to the affected.

MNA/Xinhua

Suicide bomber killsfive
Pakistani paramilitary

WanNa (Pekistan), 21
March— A suicidebomber
killed five Pakistani troops
and wounded five in an
atack at the entrance to a
paramilitary base in South
Waziristan on Thursday,
intelligence officials said.

Theincident took place
a the Zari Nur base in
Wana, the main town in a
Pakistani tribal region
on the border with
Afghanistan, which has
long been regarded as a
haven for al-Qaeda and
Taeban militants.

“The bomber was on
foot. He exploded the
device when he got to the
gate of the camp,” an
intelligence officid, who
declined to be identified.
Hesadfivetroopsdied on

the spot.
The attack came days

after US aircraft fired
missilesatahouseinWana,
killing at least nine
militants, including one
Arab and two Turkmen.
MNA/Reuters

ANPwassadly killed and
another wounded.

Also a British soldier
was wounded,” said
Lieutenant-Colonel Si-
monMiller, aspokes-man
for British forces in
Helmand. “Theinvestiga-
tion isongoing.”

Afghanistan’s Interior
Minister has travelled to
Helmand for the
investigation.

Britain hassome 7,800
troops in Afghanistan,
most of theminHelmand,
alargely desert province
cut in two by a strip of
lush fertile land which
produces nearly half the
world’s opium.

MNA/Reuters

CHerBouRrG (France),
22 March — French
President NicolasSarkozy
announced cutsinFrance's
atomic arsenal on Friday
but vowedtokeepastrong
enough deterrent against
threats such as the
possibility of a nuclear-
armed Iran.

Speaking at the
launch of France's fourth
of its latest generation of
nuclear-armed  sub-
marines, the “Terrible’
(Fearsome), Sarkozy said
his naton had to face new
security threats, including
Iran, and neededtobeable
tostrikeback forcefully if
attacked —MNA/Reuters

8/1/18, 08:46 PM

Children ride on a boat through a flooded street
after rainfall in Riau Province, Indonesia, on 20
March, 2008. —I NTERNET




World's oldest schoolboy stuck in
Kenya refugee camp

ELporeT, (Kenya), 21
March — Kenya’' spost-
electioncrisishasforced
the oldest schoolboy
on the planet, 88-year-
old peasant farmer
Kimani Maruge, into
a refugee camp — but
there’s still no dam-
pening his quest for
knowledge.

From his white tent
at an agricultural show-
ground housing 14,000
displaced people,

Maruge rises each
morning to collect his
books, don his uniform
— shorts and all — and
walk four kilometres(2.5
miles) to his beloved
Kapkenduiywo Primary
School.

“l had to come here
when people started
fighting and burning
houses,” said Maruge at
theend of theday, asrain
beat on histarpaulin tent
provided by the Red

Cross.

“But | have not
stopped studying. School
istoo important.”

Members of his
Kikuyu tribe, who have
in recent decades moved
into the mainly Kalenjin
area of Eldoret in west
Kenya to farm, were
attacked by gangs after
the disputed re-election
of President Mwai Kibaki
in December.

MNA/Reuters
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Hong Kong movie star Andy Lau holds a fan written ‘ Three Kingdom' during
an event to promote his latest film * Three Kingdoms: Resurrection of the
Dragon’ in Hong Kongon 21 March, 2008.—INTERNET

A girl who waswounded in a mortar attack cries
as shereceives treatment in a hospital in Tikrit on
21 March, 2008. The attack wounded four
civiliansin the town of Dour near Tikrit on
Friday, police said.—INTERNET

Jumping eagleray killsboater off
Florida Keys

Miami, 21 March —
Aneagleray leapedontoa
boat off the FloridaKeys
on Thursday and stabbed a
woman with its barb,
knocking her to the deck
and killing her, a Florida
wildlife investigator said.

“It's a bizarre
accident,” said Jorge
Pino, an agent with the
Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Com-
mission.

The woman and her
family were aboard a boat
in the Atlantic Ocean, off
thecity of Marathoninthe
FloridaKeys, he said.

“A large ray jumped
out of the water and
collided with the victim
and somehow the barb
penetrated somepart of her
body, which caused her to
fall back and hit her head
on some portion of the
vessal,” Pino said. “We

29 diein Easter
holiday in El-Salvador

Mexico City, 21
March — A tota of 29
people have been killed
so far during the Easter
holiday in El Salvador
and most of them died in
traffic accidents, ac-
cordingtoreportsreaching
here from the country’s
capital San Salvador.

Apart from the 29
deaths, 326 were injured
in traffic accidents, the
major Killer during the
holiday season, which
took 21 lives, according
to statistics from Sunday
to Thursday. Theresteight
were drowned.The civil
protection service has
called on citizensto drive
carefully duringtheEaster
vacations and behave
responsibly to avoid all
kinds of accidents.

The call will aert
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people against accidents,
so they can better enjoy
their vacations, said
officialsfrom the Interior
Ministry, adding that the
forthcoming days from
Thursday to Sunday are
more accident prone as
thousandsmorearetojoin
the vacation.
MNA/Xinhua

30 injured in 116-car collision in Czech

Pracug, 21 March —
Thirty peoplewereinjured,
sx of them serioudly, in
achain collision accident
involving 116 cars on
Thursday in a heavy
snowstorm on D1
motorway between Prague
and Brno in the Czech
Republic.

The injured have been
rushed to the nearest
hospitals. Thousands of
otherswereblocked inthe
tailbacks along the
motorway.

The accident occurred
between the 91st and the
134th kilometre of D1,

regional rescue squad
deputy head Edita
Richterova said.
Helicoptersassisted on
the spot, while several
ambulanceshave got stuck
inthetrafficjam, theCzech
news agency CTK quoted
witnesses as saying.
Firefightersand police
officers also took part in
therescueoperation, while
Czech Interior Minister
IvanLanger wasreportedly
considering sending the
military for assistance.
Queues are dozens of
kilometerslong along D1,
whichisnotonly theol dest

and the longest, but aso
the busiest and the most
dangerousmotorway inthe
country, the CTK said.
Upto 100,000 carsuse
theD1inrushhoursaday.
Around 3,000 accidents
occur on the motorway
annually.
MNA/Xinhua

don’t know exactly which
oneof those thingscaused
her death.” Loca media
said the anima’ sbarb had
impaled the woman
through the neck.

Eagle rays are
common in warm or
tropical waters and are
oftenseennear coral reefs.
The spotted creatures can
grow to more than eight
feet (2.5 metres) across
and have two to six short,
venomous barbs near the
base of their whip-like
tails, according to
the Florida Museum of
Natural History’ swebsite.

MNA/Reuters

Australian woman faces death in
Vietnam over drugs

Hanol, 21 March —
An Australian woman of
Viethameseoriginlost her
court appeal and will face
afiring squad in Vietnam
instead of serving a life
term in prison, state-run
newspapers reported on
Wednesday.

The Court of Appeals
accepted a proposal by

prosecutors in Ho Chi
Minh City on Tuesday to
change the sentence for
Jasmine Luong, 34, who
was found guilty by a
Lower Court of trafficking
heroin to Australia, the
Liberation Saigon news-
paper said. She now has
15 days to appeal the
sentence to the President.

Luong was arrested at
the city’s Tan Son Nhat
International Airport
while boarding a flight
to Melbourne in February
2007 after the Customs
found 1.55 kilos (3.4
pounds) of heroin in her
shoes and luggage, the
city’s Customs reported.

MNA/Reuters

8/1/18, 08:46 PM

(" Agorillacarriesan )
Easter basket filled with
eggs and treats at the
Cincinnati Zoo, on
20 March, 2008, in
Cincinnati.—I NTERNET
N J




14 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Sunday, 23 March, 2008

Cannavaro says humble ltaly

can emulate France double

Rowmg, 22 March — Italy captain Fabio Cannavaro
believes his country can emulate France by winning
the European championships after lifting the World
Cup, if they stay humble at Euro 2008.

“If we go to the European championships without
too much euphoria, with humility and adesireto take
advantage of our qualities, weareintherunning,” the
Real Madrid defender told Friday’ sLaGazzettadello
Sport.

“The example (to follow) is that of France, who
were good when winning the 1998 World Cup and
lucky to double up at Euro 2000.”

MNA/Reuters

Teenager givesmodest L ugueno
draw with Sao Paulo

Rio pe JaNEIRO, 22 March — Seventeen-year-old
Adriano Duarte scored in injury time to give modest
Paraguayan side Sportivo Luqueno an unlikely 1-1
draw at hometo Brazilian champions Sao Paulointhe
Libertadores Cup on Thursday.

In Santiago, meanwhile, Juan Roman Riquelme
limped off as titleholders Boca Juniors were beaten
2-0 at Chilean champions Colo Colo.

Luqgueno, taking partinonly their third Libertadores,
were playing at their own Feliciano Caceres stadium
for thefirst timeinthe competition against the power-
ful Brazilians, whose line-up included on-loan striker
Adriano.

A 20,000 crowd packed a stadium which often sees
attendances of less than 1,000 for domestic games,
providing a festive atmosphere as they let off fire-
works from the terraces. —MNA/Reuters

Ferguson backs call
for respect to referees

MANCHESTER (Eng-
land), 22 March — Man-
chester United manager
Sir Alex Ferguson has
backed the campaign for
players to show greater
respect to referees.

The Football Associa-
tion has launched an ini-
tiativeto improvebehav-
iour towards officials,
which has also been
backed by England coach
Fabio Capello.

And even though
Ferguson has been asked

Ferrari Formula Onedriver Felipe Massa of Brazil
leadsMcL aren MercedesFormulaOnedriver Heikki
Kovalainen of Finlandduringthefirsttimed practice
session for the Malaysian Grand Prix at the Sepang
FormulaOneCircuitin Sepangnear KualaLumpur,

Federer enjoyswalkover, Fish oustsNalbandian

INDIAN WELLS (California), 22 March
— World number one Roger Federer
reached the last four of the Pacific Life
Open without hitting a shot on Friday
when hisquarterfinal opponent Tommy
Haas pulled out with a sinusinfection.

Swiss Federer, three times champion
at Indian Wells and seeking his first
ATP title of the year, will next meet
unseeded American Mardy Fish, who
scraped past seventh-seeded David
Nalbandian of Argentina 6-3, 6-7, 7-6.

“1 deeply regret that | have to with-
draw,” German Haas said in a statement.

and waslooking forwardto playing Roger
thisafternoon. “| amsurethetenniswill be
incredible this weekend and | ook for-
ward to returning again next year.”

The 29-year-old, a former world
number two whose career has been
dogged by injuries, produced animpres-
sive run thisweek, knocking out sixth-
seeded American Andy Roddick and
Britain’s number 11 seed Andy Murray.

Top seed Federer, who has beaten
Haaseight timesin 10 career meetings,
said: “I am very sorry for Tommy as |
was looking forward to another great
match with him.” —MNA/Reuters

by the FA to explain his
criticism of referee Mar-
tin Atkinson following
United’s FA Cup defeat
by Portsmouthearlier this
month, the United man-
ager |abelledtheharangu-
ing of match officials by
playersas “ridiculous’.

“We had apivotal mo-
ment some years ago
when my players sur-
rounded Andy D’Urso,”
the United manager told
a news conference on
Friday.

“1 went off my head
with them about that. |
thought it was ridiculous
and it never happened
again.”

“Wetell them to shake
the hand of the referee at
theend of thegame. It's
sometimes difficult but
they haveto doit.”

“Inthesameway if you
loseagameweinvitethe
opposing manager for a
drink after the game. We
do it because we think
it's important. Life goes
on.” —MNA/Reuters

“1 wasplaying my best tennisof theseason

Malaysia, on 21 March, 2008. The second race of
thisyear’s Formula One season will be held here
on 23 March.—INTERNET

CROSSWORDSPUZZLE

F

France's Yannick Ponsero performs his short
programme on the fourth day of the World Figure
Skating Championships in Goteborg, Sweden,
on 21 March, 2008.—INTERNET

Van der Sar left
out of Dutch squad

Noorbwix (Netherlands), 22 March— Netherlands
coachMarcovan Basten|eft goalkeeper Edwinvander
Sar out of his squad to play Euro 2008 co-hostsin a
friendly on Wednesday.

VanBastenhastoldthe37-year-old, who hasmissed
Manchester United’s last two |league matches with a
groin strain, to concentrate on regaining full fitness
with his club.

“1 spoke with Edwin (van der Sar) and he told me
that he till is recovering from his injury but will
possibly play (against Liverpool) on Sunday, though
he still isvulnerable,” Van Basten told reporters.

MNA/Reuters

ACROSS DOWN

1 More sedate 1 Gulliver's creator
5 Darkness 2 Part of curve

8 Bring on oneself 3 English river

9 Concerning reality 4 Prize |ottery

10 Commercail rep. 5 More pleasant

12 High ball 6 Severe, exhausting

13 Wily 7 High chest of drawers
14 Image 11 Snow-dlip

17 Mineral spring 13 Chorister’srobe

18 “Sleep well!” (4,5) 15 Artifice

20 Fruit tree garden 16 Squalid

21 Artillery salute 18 Watch

23 Work dough 19 Spiny plant

24 Chinatown 22 Pot cover
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Van Pelt stays ahead

in Puerto Rico

Miami, 22 March — American Bo van Pelt led by
a stroke from compatriot Jerry Kelly after the second
round of the Puerto Rica Open in Rio Grande on
Friday. Van Pelt, seeking hisfirst PGA Tour win, shot
afour-under round of 68inwindier conditionsthanon
Thursday when he fired a 64.

“1 got alittle bit tentative on the back nine,” said
Van Pelt. “I fought on acouple swingsand had tokind
of nick that in the bud and go ahead and stay aggres-
sive, and did that when | came over to the front side
and was able to make quite afew more birdies.”

The 32-year-old posted six birdies and two bogeys
tostay top of theleaderboard but thefieldiswideopen
heading into Saturday’s third round.

Kelly produced the day’s best score of 66, along
with compatriot Ryan Blaum, to keep within astroke
of Van Pelt while Ted Purdy wasafurther shot behind
after shooting 68. —MNA/Reuters

8/1/18, 08:47 PM

Boston Red Sox designated hitter David Ortiz, left, is
helped by a Japanese hotel staff to put on a ‘happi’
coat during a welcome party of the MLB opening
gamein Tokyo on 21 March, 2008.—INTERNET



China penalizes 62 webstes for illegal airing

Belang,22 March—
Chinese authorities have
announcedthat 62websites
will facependtieseither for
broadcadting on-line audio
andvideoprogrammeswith
banned content or for
providing the service
without state permision.

The state Admini-

gration of Radio Flim and
Telecison (Saft) Sdein a
circular on Thursday that
thesesteswerefoundtohave
violatedrelevantregulations
as a resulf of a two-month
ingpection,whichconcluded
on 20 February.

They were punished
for broadcasting obscene,

A man crosses a flooded San Marco’'splacein
theltalian higtoric city of Venicein 2007. Veniceis
considening a plan to raiseits buildings to counter

fear-inspiring or violent
content or programmes
that might endanger
national security and
interests, or for offering
such serviceswithout the
required qualificationsor
certificates, the circular
said.

As a result of the
inspection, the admini-
strations banned 25
websites including the
popular  www.mopv-
od,com,from providing
audioandvideoservicesas
they hadofferedtheservices
without authorization and
had*“frequently” broadcast
illegal programmes.

MNA/Xinhua
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DPRK, Russato
jaintly to implement
Khasan-Rajin railway

PyonGYANG, 22
March—The Democratic
People' s Republic of Korea
(DPRK) and Russa agreed
to st up ajoint venture to
undertaketherecongruction
of theKhasan-Rginrailway
and Rgin port, the officd
news agency KCNA,
reported Thursday.

Thejointventurewould
be in charge of building a
container wharf & DPRK’s
RainPortandreconstucting
the railway line between
Russa s Khasan and Rgjin
toconnectthetrans- Siherian
rallway, the KCNA said.

MNA/Xinhua

Mexico discovers antidote
againg African
nakehite

Mexico City, 22
March — Researchers
from Mexico's Nationa
Autonomous University’s
(UNAM) Biotechnology
Ingtitute (IBT) discovered
anantidoteagaingt African
snakebite, university
scientists Roberto Stock
Silberman and Alegandro
Alagon Cano said in a
communiqueonThursday.

would reduce deaths by
70 per cent resulted from
African snakebite and it
would also alleviate
damage caused by these
snake attacks.

Stock said that about
one million people are
affected yearly by these
types of snakebite in
Africa, of which 500,000
suffer poisoning and at
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Saturday, 22 Mar ch, 2008

Summary of obser vationsr ecor ded at 9:30hour s
M ST: Duringthepast 24 hours, rain or thundershowers
have been scattered in upper Sagaing Division, iso-
latedinKachinand Chin Statesand weather hasbeen
partly cloudy in Mon, Kayin Statesand Y angon Divi-
sion and generaly fair in the remaining areas. Day
temperatures were (5°C) to (6°C) below March aver-
agetemperaturesin Kachin and Northern Shan States,
(4°C) below March average temperatures in upper
Sagaing Division, (3°C) above March average tem-
peraturesin Kayin State and Bago Division and about
March average temperatures in the remaining areas.
Thesignificant day temperatureswere Aunglan (42°C),
Chauk, Thayawady and Hpa-an (39°C) each. Thenote-
worthy amounts of rainfall recorded were Homalin
(0.27) inch and Putao (0.07) inch.

Maximum temperature on 21-3-2008 was 100°F.
Minimum temperature on 22-3-2008 was 71°F. Rela-
tivehumidity at (09:30) hoursM ST on 22-3-2008 was
83%. Total sunshine hours on 21-3-2008 was (9.0)
hours approx.

Rainfall on 22-3-2008 was (Nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Ayeand Central Yangon. Tota rainfall since
1-1-2008 was (0.67) inch at Mingaladon, (0.47) inch
at Kaba-Aye and (0.35) inch at Central Yangon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was
(4) mph from Northeast at (12:30) hours MST on
21-3-2008.

Bay inference: Weather is generaly fair in the
East Central Bay and partly cloudy inthe Andaman
Seaand elsewherein the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 23-3-2008: Like-
lihood of isolated rain or thundershowers in Kachin
and Chin States, Sagaingand Mandalay Divisions
and weather will bepartly cloudy in Shan and Rakhine
States, Yangon and Taninthayi Division and gener-
alyfairin the remaining Statesand Divisions. Degree
of certainty is (60%).

Stateof thesea: Seaswill bemoderatein Myanmar
waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood
of continuation of isolated rain or thundershowersin
the Northern Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
area for 23-3-2008: Possibility of isolated rain or
thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (40%).

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 23-3-2008: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 23-3-2008: Possibility of isolated rain or thunder-
showers. Degree of certainty is (40%).
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People’s Desire

Y« Wefavour stability.
Y«  We favour peace.
v«  We oppose unrest and violence.
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| USDA Secretariat Members
meet USDA executives

Nay Pyi Taw, 22 March—Secretariat Mem-
bers of the Union Solidarity and Development Asso-
ciation Minister for Industry-1 U Aung Thaung and
Minister for Communications, Posts and Telegraphs
Brig-Gen Thein Zaw on 20 March met with secretaries
and executives of the District and Township USDAS,
departmental officials, townselders, local people and
members of social organizations at the gymnasiumin
Mogok and gave necessary instructions.

On 21 March, theministersattended the open-
ing of the new digital auto exchange that was held in
front of Kyatpyin Digital Auto Exchange in Mogok
Township, PyinOoLwinDistrict. After formally open-
ing the new digital auto exchange, Minister Brig-Gen
TheinZaw inspected theinstal lation of machinesinthe
building of the new facility and test-dialed the auto
telephones.

The new digital auto exchange project covers

500 auto telephones.

Thiswas followed by the opening of the new
digital auto exchange that was held in front of the
Combined Office Digital Auto Exchange in Bogon
Ward, Mogok. Minister Brig-Gen Thein Zaw formally
opened the new facility.

Next, Minister U Aung Thaung and Minister
Brig-Gen Thein Zaw looked into the installation of
machinesinthebuilding of the new auto exchangeand
test-dialed the auto telephones.

The new digital auto exchange project covers
1,000 auto telephones.

After that, USDA Secretariat member Minis-
ter for Industry-1 U Aung Thaung proceeded to Uyin
Kyaungtaik in Mogok and offered ‘soon’ and provi-
sions to members of the Samgha led by Presiding
Sayadaw of West Kathe Kyaungtaik Bhaddanta
Sandasiri.—MNA

Minister inspects Coach and Wagon
Factory (Myitnge), Ywa Htaung
Diesel L ocomotive Shed

*  Stability of the State, community peace and
tranquillity, prevalence of law and order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring State Consti-
tution

* Buildingof anew moder n developed nationin
accor d with the new State Constitution

. Four economic objectives

* Development of agricultureasthebaseand all-
round development of other sectors of the
economy aswell

*  Proper evolution of themarket-oriented eco-
nomic system

*  Development of theeconomy inviting partici-
pation in terms of technical know-how and
investments from sour ces inside the country
and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy
must be kept in the hands of the State and the
national peoples

Four social objectives

* Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character
Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

* Uplift of health, fitnessand education stand-
ards of the entire nation

Aung Min, together with

March— M inister for Rail

Nay Pyi Taw, 21

Transportation Maj-Gen

Deputy Minister ThuraU
Thaung Lwin, arrived at

MyitngeinaRBE special | Aung Win of Coach and

train yesterday morning.
General Manager U

Wagon Factory (Myitnge)
explained the building of

new wagons, major repair
and maintenance of RBE
wagons and upgrading of

Minister for Rail Transportation Maj-Gen Aung Min inspects Ywa Htaung Diesel Locomotive Shed. — mR

23-3-08 NL 16

8/1/18, 08:47 PM

coaches and wagons.

After giving neces-
sary instructions to offi-
ciasandfactory staff, the
minister viewed around
the factory.

Next, he looked into
the concrete sleeper fac-
tory (Myitnge) and Ywa
Htaung Diesel Locomo-
tive Shed and attended to
the needs.

Theminister and party
inspected themaintenance
of No824 MyitngeBridge
on Dothtawady River and
No453 Sinthay Bridgebe-
tween Sinthay Stationand
Shwe Myo and construc-
tion of new Nay Pyi Taw
Station. — MNA



