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Shwe on the occasion of the Peasants Day (2008).

Esteemed peasantry,

Today isthe Peasants Day (2 March) designated
to honour Myanmar peasantry. On this auspicious
occasion, | wish you the entire peasants physical and
spiritual well-being and a success in your farming.

Now, the State Peace Development Council is
putting the economic objectives into action for na-
tional economicgrowthin pursuit of thenational goal
of building apeaceful, modern and devel oped nation.

In the process, the government is laying down
and realizing necessary plans for development of
agriculture asthe base and all-round devel opment of
other sectorsof theeconomy aswell accordingtothe
nation’s geographical features, climate and human
resources.

For supply of irrigation water, themajor require-
ment for improving theagricultural sector, theState' s
largest production sector, the government so far has
constructed 187 dams, 21 sluice gates, 305 river
water pumping stations, 7,578 underground water

tapping stations and 658 rural dams and lakes the
length and breadth of the nation, spending huge funds
of the State.

In addition, it is taking measures for scaling up
sown acreage such asreclaiming fallow lands, vacant
lands and low-lying areas through various means,
reclaiming highlands, and rendering variousformsof
assi stancefor multiple-and mixed-cropping patterns.

So, it is required to transform into mechanized
farming to be ableto fully utilize the growing number
of arablelands. In order to achievethistarget, the State
and private sectors have placed emphasis on boosting
production of farm machinery and implements.

The government isworking hard to reclaim more
and more virgin lands, boost per acre yields of crops
and cultivation capacity, supply sufficient irrigation
water, provide agricultural methods and high-yield
strains of crops, and transform conventional farming
into mechanized farming. So, | would like to exhort
you peasants to work hard for improving your socio-

Senior General Than Shwe sends Peasants Day Message
Peasants urged to make effortsto improve agriculture
sector, realize State's seven-step Road Map

Nay Pvi Taw, 2 March—The following is the translation of the message sent by Chairman of the Sate Peace and Development Council Senior General Than

economic life and hel ping achieve the State’ s objec-
tivesin the agriculture sector.

Now, the State Peace and Devel opment Council
isimplementing the State’ s seven-step Road Map in
its drive for building a peaceful, modern and devel-
oped discipline-flourishing demaocratic nation.

It is very heartening to note that the representa
tives of the peasants participated actively in the
discussionsat theNational Conventionheldfor emer-
gence of an enduring State Constitution in accord-
ancewiththeseven-step Road Map, till thesuccessful
completion of the National Convention.

In conclusion, | would like to urge you peasants
to make continued efforts hand in hand with the
people to improve the agriculture sector, the State’s
main economic sector, and realize the State’ s seven-
step Road Map for emergence of apeaceful, modern
and developed democratic nation with flourishing
discipline.

MNA

" Secretary-1Lt-Gen”

"hiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo addresses |

opening of 9th General Assembly of Myanmar Red Cross Society

NAY Pyi Taw, 1 March — The opening cer-
emony of the 9th General Assembly of the Myanmar
Red Cross Society was held at the meeting hall of the
Ministry of Health, here, thismorning, with an address
by Chairman of the National Health Committee Secre-
tary-1 of the State Peace and Devel opment Council Lt-
Gen Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo.

It was also attended by Commander of Nay
Pyi Taw Command Maj-Gen Wai Lwin, theministers,
the deputy ministers, members of the committee, the
director-general of the SPDC Office and departmental
heads, Mr Pierre-Andre Conod and members of I nter-
national Committee of the Red Cross, Ms Birdget
Gardner and members of International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, President of
Myanmar Red Cross Society and members of central
committee, heads of State/Division Red Cross Society
and delegates to the general assembly from the State/
Division/ District/Township RCSs and guests.

In hisspeech, Chairman of NHC Secretary-1
Lt-Gen ThihaThuraTin Aung Myint Oo said that the
combined efforts of the all national strengths
and resources are of great importancein striving for

(Seepage 7)

NHC Chairman Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo greets the guests at
opening ceremony of 9th General Assembly of Myanmar Red Cross Society. — MNA

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Utilize water and land
resour ces effectively for
boosting agricultural

production

The 2nd of March 2008 (today) is the
PeasantsDay of theUnion of Myanmar. The
government is diligently taking measures
with agriculture as the base for economic
growth of the nation.

Irrigation water is the fundamental
requirement in the agriculture sector. So,
the government hasbuilt dams, sluice gates,
river water pumping stations and
underground water tapping stations
wherever necessary throughout the nation.

Initsbidtoboost production of crops, the
governmentisdistributinghigh-yield strains
of crops, reclaiming vacant lands, applying
multiple- and mixed-cr opping patterns, and
providing inorganic fertilizers and
agricultural methods.

Theirrigation facilities the gover nment
has constructed across the nation benefit
mor e than seven million acresof farmlands.
Theirrigated sown acreageisontheincrease,
thuscontributing towards 18 per cent of the
total sown acreage of the nation. Due to
supply of sufficient irrigation water, paddy,
beansand pulses, edibleail cropsandkitchen
crops are being grown extensively, and the
crop surpluses are exported.

Actually, the steps government is now
taking in thisregard are intended for food
sufficiency of thenation with apopulation of
mor e than 55 million and in future.

Moreover, itisstrivingfor transforming
the nation from conventional farming into
mechanized far ming.

So, farmers on their part have to apply
multiple cropping and mixed-cropping
patternson awider scalewith effectiveuseof
the government’ s assistance and rich water
and land resour cesto achieve the goal.

S

* Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Opposethose trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
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* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy
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State/Division/Township DACs hold work coor dination meeting

Minister Col Thein Nyunt addresses the meeting of DACs.— MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 1 March— A work coordination

supplementary report.

meeting for upgrading of urban and rural areas
development tasks of State/Division/Township
Development Affairs Committees in 2007-2008 fiscal
year washeld at the Ministry of Progressof Border Areas
and National Races and Development Affairs, here,
yesterday.

Minister for Progress of Border Areas and
National Races and Development Affairs Col Thein
Nyunt attended the meeting and made a speech.

Next, the directors of State/Division DACs,
Director-General U Myo Myint of Development Affairs
Department and offficials submitted reports on work
done and Deputy Minister Col Tin Ngwe made

Arrangements are being made for upgrading and
building of 2,374 miles and 5.05 furlongs of roadsin rura
and urban areasin 2007-2008 fiscal year and so far, atotal
of 2,262 miles and 1.08 furlongs have been built. In 1988,
there were 5,936 milesand 2 furlongs of roadsin rura and
urban areas and atota of 37,905 milesand 0.05 furlong of
roads have been built until theend of 2007-2008 fiscal year.

Out of 1757 water and drinking water supply
tasksfor urban and rural areas, atotal of 1,714 taskshave
been completed. In Sagaing, Magway and Mandalay
divisions, drinking water supply tasks have been carried
out since 2000-2001 and thereare 12130 taskscompl eted
until February this year.—MNA

Prizes presented for Grand Royal Special Reserve
Golf Championship 2008

=

GRAND ROYAL

SPECIAL RESERVE

Golf Championship

Mine blastskill one, injurethreein
Yebyu, Ye Townships

NAy Pyi Taw, 1 March — Seven KNU terrorist
insurgents with small arms opened fire on MaKhin Wai
of Pyinmatoe Village who was going to the garden near
thevillage in Taninthayi at 8 pm on 24 February.

Shewasinjuredin her left arm and right breast. She
succumbed to the injuries on the way to Taninthayi
Hospital on 25 February.

U San Win of Hnankye Villagein Y ebyu Township
stepped onamineplanted by terroristsinHein Sel Creek,
three miles east of Ye-Dawei Road on 26 February. He
lost hisright foot and wasalsowoundedin hisleft one. He
is undergoing treatment at the Kalein Aung Township
People’ s Hospital.

Similarly, amine planted by insurgents explodedin
the forest, three miles east of Yindain Village in Ye
Township on 26 February. Due to the mine blast, U
Daung was killed on the spot and other two, U HlaWin
and U Hoke Swan of the same village were wounded.
They arereceivingtreatment at the' Y e TownshipHospital.

MNA
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Y ANGON, 1
March—The second day of
the Qualify Round of Grand
Royd Specid Reserve Golf
Championship 2008,
organized by Myanmar Golf
Federationandsponsored by
International Beverages
Trading Co Ltd, washeld a
Yangon Golf Club
(Danyingon) here, yesterday
evening.

Present were
General-Secretary  of
Myanmar Olympic
CommitteeDirector-Genera
of Sports and Physical
Education Department U
Thaung Htaik, departmental
officialsand guests.

In  the prize
presentation ceremony, PR
manager U Ye Tint of

International Beverages
Trading Co Ltd awarded to
thePuttingChallengewinner
Kyaw Min. Joint Secretary
of MGF U Ray Htet Doe
presented the prizes to
Longest Drivewinner Kyaw
MinThanand Nearesttothe
Pin winner Aung Naing
Htoo.

Executivesof MGF
U Chan Han and U Ko Ko
Lay presented the prizes to
the players who were from
fifth to tenth positions.
General-Secretary of MGF
U Aung Kyi presented the
prizes to the firgt to fouth
winners.

Next, General-
Secretary of MOC Director-
General U Thaung Htaik
presented first prizeto Thet
Maung Maung who stood
first firing 139 net total
strokes in handicep event,
second prize to Win Sein
with 140 and third prize to
Naing YeLinwith 140.

Design and
Development Director U
Tint Oo of International

7/30/18, 02:10 PM

Beverages Trading Co Ltd
presented first prizeto Thet
Zaw Htwewho stoodfirstin
scratch event, second prize
to Kyaw Hlaing, third prize
to Min Thura Aung, fourth
prize to Myat Min Tun and
fifth prizeto Naing Ye Lin.
He gave a souvenir to
Chairman of Tournament
Organizing Committee U
AungMyat. Thefivewinners

advanced into final round.
International
Beverages Trading Co Ltd
wasthe mainsponsor of the
tournament and co-
sponsors were Srixon,
Alpine (Purified Drinking
Water) and Dusit Inya L ake
Resort Y angon. Han Event
Management carried outthe
tournament.
MNA

Director U Tint Oo of International Beverages
Trading Co Ltd presentsfirst prizeto Thet Zaw
Htwe in scratch event. — MNA



Russian election chief shrugs off
Western criticism

Moscow, 29 Feb— Russia’ selection
bosson Thursday shrugged off Western
criticismabout thefairnessof Sunday’ s
presidential election, saying it was part
of an international campaign directed
against Russia.

The only Western observer mission
tomonitorthe2 March electionhassaid
it fears the election will not be fair
because the campaign is dlanted in
favour of President Vladimir Putin's
chosen successor, Dmitry Medvedev.

Andreas Gross, who is leading an
observer mission from the Council of
Europe’ sParliamentary Assembly, told

Reuters on Wednesday that its findings
would be tough and would criticize a
lack of choice.

“This (criticism) is part of an
international policy, part of activities
directed against the Russian Federation,”
Russian media quoted Central Election
CommissionChairmanVladimir Churov
as telling a meeting of young Russian
voters.

“Some international observers come
to Russiawith ready-made conclusions
and opinions which have nothing in
common with reality.”

MNA/Reuters
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Thai

bloc head

Banckok,1 March— Thailand’s Democrat
Party Chairman AbhisitVgjajivawasofficially named
the opposition leader of Thailand’s House of
Representativesin aroya command on Friday.

The Democrat, commanding 164 MPs
(member of Parliament) in the 480-seat L ower House,
isthe only political party in the opposition bloc. The
coalition government, led by the People Power Party,

comprises six political parties.

The Democrats turned out in full force on
Friday to attend a solemn ceremony to receive the
royal command and congratulatetheir party leader for

his new job. —MNA/Xinhua

Democrat |leader
appointed as oppsn

WasHINGTON, 1 March
— The United States
incarcerates more people
than any other country in
theworld and for thefirst
timeinthenation'shistory,
more than one in every
100 American adults is
confinedinaprisonorjail,
according to a report
released on Thursday.

The report by the Pew
Centre on the States said
the American penal

system held more than
2.3 million adults at the
start of the year.

Thefar more populous
nation of China ranked
second with 1.5 million
behind bars, with Russiaa
distant third with 890,000
inmates.

“Beyond the sheer
number of inmates,
Americaasoistheglobal
leader intherate at which
itincarceratesitscitizenry,

US incarcerates morethan any
other nation

outpacing nations like
South Africa and Iran,”
according to the report.
Toughsentencing laws,
record numbers of drug
offenders and high crime
rates have contributed
to the United States hav-
ing the largest prison
populationandthehighest
rateof incarcerationinthe
world, criminal justice
experts say.
MNA/Reuters

Flagsreading ‘Russia,
Forward!’, decorate a
bridge acrossthe
Moskva River, asthe
Kremlin isseen in the
background, in
Moscow, on 29 Feb,
2008. Russians vote in
a presidential election
on 2 March, 2008.
INTERNET

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Onekilled, six hurt in blast in SPhilippines

ManiLa, 1 March —
Onepersonwaskilledand
six others wounded when
an improvised explosive
device went off near a
city hall in southern
Philippines, policesaidon
Thursday.

The blast took place
at 10:45 pm loca time
(1445 GMT) Wednesday
night on the culmination
of 69th foundation
of the

anniversary

southern city of General
Santos, “ TunaCapital” of
the archipelago.

Chief Superintendent
Felizardo Serapio, police
chief  for Central
Mindanao, told reporters
it was possible that the
lone fatality identified as
Glenn Octaviano, 27, was
carryingthebombwhenit
went off some 50 metres
away from mostly young
party-goers celebrating

the anniversary.

It seemed that the
suspected bomber ran out
of time while trying to
penetratethetight security
cordon in the area, said
another police officier.

Theexplosionfailedto
disrupttherevelry asmost
of the peopletheredid not
even know there was an
explosion because the
music was so loud.

MNA/Xinhua

Pakistani policemen
stand next to the
wreckage of vehicle
after a roadside bomb
blast in Lakki Marwat,
atown bordering the
North Waziristan tribal
district on 29 Feb.
INTERNET

US soldierskill Iraqi civilian

In N-E of Baghdad

BacHpAD, 1 March— Americansoldierskilledanlragi citizenwhenheapproached
their patrol inatowninthevolatile provinceof Diyalaon\Wednesday, theUSmilitary
said on Thursday. The incident took place in the town of Magdadiyah, some 100
kilometres northeast of Baghdad, when amanwearing abulky jacket with his hands
in his pockets approached the troops, the military said in a statement.

Thetroopsissued awarningfor themanto stop beforethey shot him, thestatement
said. “A search of the man was conducted, but no weapon was found. Coalition
forceswerenotinjuredduringtheincident,” it said. Theincidentisunder investigation,

it added. — MNA/Xinhua
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WasHinGTON, 1 March
US Democratic
presidential  hopeful
Senator Hillary Clinton
of New York raised 35
million US dollars in
February, her campaign
said Thursday.

In a conference cdll,
Clinton campaign chair-
man Terry McAuliffe

7/30/18, 02:10 PM

also sad that the former
first lady also added
200,000 new donorstothe
campaign’'sralls.

That marksasignificant
recovery and her best
fundraising period in the
presidential campaign.

In January, Clinton
raised only 14 million
dollars, in comparison to

Hillary Clintonraises$35min February

rival Senator Barack
Obama of Illinois’ 36
million USdollars.
Meanwhile, Obama
spokesman Bill Burton
said hewould not disclose
hiscampaign’ sfundraising
total in February, but it
shouldbemorethanthat of
the Clinton’s.
MNA/Xinhua
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China strongly opposes US
dual probeinto stedl pipes

BelanG, 29 Feb—
China strongly opposed
theU.S. decisiontolaunch
dual trade investigations
into its steel tubes, the
Ministry of Commerce
(MOC) said late on
Friday.

The US Department of
Commercedecided on 20
Febtoinitiateanti-subsidy
and anti-dumping probe

into imports of circular
wel ded austeniticstainless
pressurepipesfromChina.
Thisisfirst dual probe
the US launched against
Chineseimportsthisyear,
lifting the total to nine
since November 2006.
The use of anti-
dumping and anti-subsidy
measures violated US
rules and the tradition of

Top onlinetravel agent says
profit up 66% in 2007

Belang, 1 March —
Ctrip.com International
Ltd, a Chinese online
travel operator, hasposted
anet profit of 398 million
yuan (55 million US
dollars) in 2007, up 66
percent overayear earlier.

Inthefourthquarter, net
profit of the Nasdag-listed
firm more than doubled to
135 million yuan.

For full year 2007,
business revenue rose
more than 50 percent to
1.3 billion yuan, 53
percent of which came
from hotel reservation
service. It contributed 677

million yuan, Ctrip said.

Businessrevenueof air
ticket booking reached
503 million yuan,
accounting for 39 percent
of thetotal, up 72 percent
from 2006.

Diluted earnings per
share were 5.84 yuan in
2007. Thefirmexpectedits
net revenue to grow 35
percent in 2008.—Xinhua

not adopting anti-subsidy
measures against non-
market economies, the
MOC spokesmansaidina
Statement.

“The move is unwise
and wrong as it will not
help to develop mutually
beneficial, harmonious
and healthy Sino-US
trade relations and will
even complicate the
normal bilateral trade
relations,” the statement
said.

“Theruling has greatly
hurt the interests and
feelings of Chinese
industry and we hope
the US will soon correct
the mistake to avoid
negative influence.”

Chinareserveditslegal
rights as a World Trade
Organization (WTO)
member, the spokesman
added.

Xinhua

Ministry of Commerce (MOC) of China. — XiNHUA

Gold advancesto record price
asdollar weakens

CHicaco, 29 Feb —
Gold futures in Chicago
and New York rose to a
record on specul ation that
lower US interest-rates
will weakenthedollar and
spur inflation, while
boosting the metal’s
appeal as an dternative
investment.

ECONOMIC NEWJS

Journalists visit a scene
in Passenger Terminal
3 at the Beijing Capital
I nternational Airport,
on 29 Jan, 2008. More
than 10 scenes, most of
which bear strong
characteristics of
classical Beijing
imperial architectures,
have been constructed
inside Terminal 3.

XINHUA
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EU fines Microsoft record
899 million euros

BrusseLs, 29 Feb—
The European Commis-
sion fined Microsoft a
record 899 million euros
(1.35 hillion US doallars)
on Wednesday for defying
sanctions imposed on the
softwaregiant for antitrust
violations, far exceeding
the original penalty.

The Commission,
executive arm of the
European Union, hasnow
fined Microsoft 1.68
billioneurosforitsorigina

violation and for failing
tocomply with sanctions,
morethanany other firm.
It said no other company
had ever ignored
sanctions.

“Microsoft was the
first company in 50 years
of EU competitionpolicy
that the Commission has
had to fine for failureto
comply with an antitrust
decision,” Competition
Commissioner Neelie
Kroessaidinastatement.

The company saidina
statement that the fines
concerned “past issues’
and it was now looking to
the future.

The Commission said
inalandmark 2004 ruling
—upheld by an EU court
last year —that Microsoft
had withheld needed
interoperability informa-
tion to rival makers of
“work group server”
software.

MNA/Reuters

The US Dollar Index,
whichtracksthecurrency
against six major
counterparts, sank to the
lowest since its start in
1973. The euro wasllittle
changed after earlier
touching 1.5239 dollars,
the highest ever. The US
currency dropped below
104yen,toitslowestlevel
since March 2005.

The US economy
expanded less than
forecast in the fourth
guarter as gross domestic
product rose at a 0.6

percent annualized rate.
The feeble GDP figures
reinforced sentiment that
the Fed will haveto lower
interest rates in mid-
March despite higher
inflation.

Gold futures for April
delivery climbed 7.50
dollars to 975 dollars an
ounce on the Comex
division of the New Y ork
MercantileExchange. The
price reached the record
978.5 dollars an ounce in
electronic trading over-
night. —Xinhua

People visit the Ocean Park after it is partly opened
to the public in Manila, capital of the Philippines.
The park opened on 1 March.

XINHUA

Malaysian police detain ninefor
wor k per mit scam

KuaLa Lumpur, 29
Feb — Malaysian police
havedetainedninepeople,
including seven Indone-
sians, believed to be
involved in selling work
permits to illegals in the
Klangvalley, local media
reported on Thursday.

They also seized 16
passports, mainly Indone-
sian, three MyKad
(identity card), 32 work

7/30/18, 02:10 PM

permit passes, three
forgedwork permit passes
and an Immigration
Department letterhead in
a house in Petaling Jaya,
central Selangor state, the
New Straits Times
reported.

“We believe they sl
thepassesfor 2,000ringgit
(625 US dallars) to 3,000
ringgit (938 US dollars)
each,” Petaling Jayapolice

chief Arjunaidi Mohamed
said. The success came
after police, whileontheir
rounds, spotted a car
parked by the roadside
on 14 February. On
checking, they found
some documents on the
seat.

They arrested a
couple, both Malaysian,
who werein the car.

MNA/Xinhua



Afghan Govt rgectsclaim
of USintelligence chief

KasuL, 29 Feb —
Afghanistan Defence
Ministry on Thursday
described the claim of
US National Intelligence
Director Michael
McConnell as baseless
and rejected.

McConnell, according
to media reports, told the

Senate Armed Services
Committee on Wednes-
day that President Hamid
Karzai Government
controls just 30 per cent
of his country while
Taleban’'sgrab covers 10
per cent of the post-
Taleban nation.

He also claimed that

|sragl arrests 12 Palestinians
In West Bank

RamALLAH, 29 Feb —
I sraeli forceson Thursday
arrested 12 Palestinians
in West Bank cities dur-

ing overnight raids,
Palestinian  security
sources said.

According to the
security sources, the
detentions took place in
thetownsof Jenin, Nablus
and Ramallah.

Israeli  sources,
meanwhile, confirmedthe
news, saying the Army
arrested 12 Palestinians
whowerewanted by | srael
because they were
involved in planning or
participating in attacks
against Israeli targets.

The sourcesadded that
the detainees were taken
by the Isragli Army for
interrogation in lsraeli
detentions facilities.

The detentions took
place as Israel intensified

airstrikes in the Hamas-
ruled Gaza Strip, killing
18 Palestinians so far.
Also on Thursday
morning, two other

membersof Fatahmilitary
wingwerekilledinNablus
during clashes with the
Israeli soldiers.—Xinhua

the remaining 60 per cent
of Afghan territory are at
the control of local
warlords and tribal
chieftains.

Morethan 360districts
in the country’s 34
provincesareinthecontrol
of government and local
officials have been
appointed by government
arerunning their business
as usual,” a statement of
DefenceMinistry rel eased
Thursday said.

Italsoaddedthat recent
survey conducted by US
military in relatively
troubled southeastern
region confirmed govern-
ment’ scontrol over 83 per
cent of the region.

Xinhua
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He Qilun, of
Southwest China’'s
Chongaing
Municipality,
debuted the weird-
looking thing, which
he claims could fly
like a helicopter
Tuesday afternoon.
XINHUA

All items from Xinhua News
Agency

US House speaker asksfor

probe of Bush aides

WasHINGTON, 29 Feb
— US House of the
Representatives Speaker
Nancy Pelosi asked
the Justice Department
Thursday to open agrand
jury investigation of two
aidesto President George
W Bush on the grounds of
contempt of Congress.

In aletter to Attorney
General Michael
Mukasey, Pelosi, a

DemocratfromCalifornia,
asked the Justice
Department to find
whether Josh Bolten, the
WhiteHousechief of staff,
and Harriet Miers, Bush's
former counsel, should be
prosecuted for contempt
of Congress.

House Democrats
have been involved in a
battle for testimony with
the two over the firing of

Police recover data stolen from Petrobras

Riobe JaNEIRO, 29 Feb
— Brazil'sFederal Police
said on Thursday that they
recovered the equipment
stolen from Rio’'s port
in January, containing
information on state-
owned Petrobras recent
oil and gas discoveriesin
the Santos Basin.

However, the
authorities discarded the
industrial espionage
theory presentedwhenthe
theft was announced.

The agents arrested
four suspects, whoworked
as security guards at the
port. Withthem, thepolice
apprehendedfour laptops,
two hard disks and the
other two computer data
storage compartments
taken from the docks.

The thieves were
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arrested in the north zone
of Rio’'s capita city and
inthemunicipality of Sao
Goncalo, in the metro-
politan region. The gang

had been performing
small theftsin the docks
since September last
year.

Xinhua

nine federal prosecutors
in 2006.

“Thereisno authority
by which persons may
wholly ignore asubpoena
and fail to appear as
directed because a
President unilaterally
instructs them to do so,”
Pelosi said in the letter.

“Your Press spokes-
man has stated that you
will act promptly toreview
this matter and reach a
final decision. We will
appreciate your acting
with appropriate dispatch
on thisimportant matter,”
she said, referring to
Mukasey. — Xinhua

Turkish military convoy is on their way back to Turkey after their departure
from northern Iraqg, on 29 Feb, 2008. Turkey's military General Staff said on
Friday that its troops had returned to basesin Turkey after a major ground
offensive against Kurdish PKK rebelsin northern Irag.—XiNHUA
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'Twenty arrested indrugraid in |

Toronto

OttAwWA, 29 Feb — Canadian police arrested
over 20 peoplefor alegedly selling druginthestreets
of Toronto, a police spokesman said on Thursday.
Theraidstook place during thelast two weeksin the
downtown area along the busy Y onge Street, Supt.
Hugh Ferguson said at a Press conference.

The suspects were alegedly to be selling crack
cocaine in public. The investigation followed
complaints by business owners and downtown
residents, who said they were constantly being
approached by the suspects. — Xinhua

Ten killed in missile attack in

Pakistan’stribal area

IsLaMABAD, 29 Feb — Ten people werekilled in
a missile attack in northwestern Pakistan's tribal
area, Pakistan's Dawn TV reported Thursday.

A missilehit ahousein South Waziristan agency
on the Afghan border and killed ten people, the TV
quoted local official as saying.

The official said those who were killed are
foreigners. But thereareno further detailsavailable
about the attack. — Xinhua

Malaysian policefind 123

bombsin SMalaysia

KuaLa LumpPur, 29 Feb — Malaysian marine
police recovered 123 bombs in the waters near
Tampoi in Malaysia s southern state of Johor over
the past days, local mediareported on Thursday.

The bombs included three cluster bombs and
Malaysian police and naval mobilized divers and
boats to find these bombs.

The bombs have been detonated at a shooting
range by the police bomb squad in Johor. — Xinhua

Militant rocket attack killsfive

civiliansin SAfghanistan

KasuL, 29 Feb — A rocket fired by Taeban
insurgents in militancy-hit Helmand Province of
southern Afghanistan have killed five civilians, a
Press release of US-led coalition forces said
Wednesday. “An insurgent rocket landed near a
group of civiliansin Helmand Provincekilling five
and wounding one on 25 February,” it said.

Themulti-national Coalitionforces, withmajority
a 16,000-strong US troops, and deployed in
Afghanistan for fighting militants and ensuring

security.—Xinhua
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Demonstratorsrun along a street during violent protestsin the port city of

Douala on 25 Feb, 2008. At least four people werekilled in Cameroon’s

economic capital Douala on Monday when protesters angry over the high
cost of living barricaded streets in the port city, looted shops and clashed with

riot police—INTERNET

Energy cooperation between
CNOOQC, Iran ispure

Beling, 1 March —
Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Liu
Jianchao said here
Thursday that China
National Offshore Oil
Corp (CNOOC)’s deal
with Iran to develop the
country’ sNorth Pars gas
field is a business act
between enterprises.

His comments came
after Iran’sOil Ministry
said Wednesday that it
would sign a contract
with CNOOC todevelop

Iran’s North Pars gas
field, adding that normal
trade and economic
cooperation between
Iran and other relevant
countries should not be
undermined. On lran’s
nuclear issue, Liu said,
“China holds that
the current existing
nuclear proliferation
mechanism should be
maintained and every

country has the right to
develop nuclear techno-
logy peacefully.”

“We hope that Iran
can actively respond
to the requests and
concerns of the inter-
national community
and create favourable
conditions for the re-
sumption of talks,” he
said.

MNA/Xinhua

3 killed in
Chilean
plane crash

SaNTIAGO, 1 March—
Threepeoplediedandthree
others were injured on
Thursday after a small
aircraft crashedinsouthern
Chile, aday after another
onecrashedinasportsfield
killing11peopleinChile's
capital of Santiago.

The aircraft crashed
in the Rilinahue sector,
near Ranco L ake, some950
kilometres south of
Santiago.

“ Something
apparently explodedinside
the aircraft and that made
it crash,” the Mayor of the
southern Lago Ranco
locality Santiago Rosas
told journalists.

MNA/Xinhua

Bush, Obama trade

barbs on

economy,

foreign policy
WasHINGTON, 1 March — US President George W

Bush and Democratic presdentia front-runner Barack
Obamatraded punchesThursday oneconomy andforeign

palicy.

During anews conference a the White House, Bush
saidwhilehe is*concerned about theeconomy”, andthere
is“no question we're in adowdown”, he does not think
“we're headed to arecesson”.

Obama, a Senator from Illinois, responded with

commentsaimed at Bush.

“We are not standing on the brink of recession
because of forcesbeyond our control,” hetold atown hall

forumin Austin, Texas.

“Thiswasnot aninevitablepart of thebusinesscycle.
Itwas afailureof |eadershipin\Washington—aWashington
whereGeorge W Bushhandsout billionsof tax cutstothe
wedlthiest few for eight long years,” Obamasaid.

At the news conference, Bush adso harshly criticized
Obamafor being open to meetingswith USfoeswithout
preconditions, saying it would send thewrong messageto
foreign dictatorsand dissidentsin those countries.

MNA/Xinhua

Police teargas anti-racist rioters

MabriD, 1 March —
Spanish police fired tear
gas and rubber bullets at
anti-fascist protesters in
central Madrid on Friday
night asthey tried to stop
aright-wing rally near an
immigrant areaof thecity.

Anti-fascists threw
rocks behind burning
barricades in narrow
cobbled streetsand at | east
one car was set alight.
Some of hundreds of far-
right activists, separated
from left-wing protesters
by linesof riot palice, gave
Nazi salutes.

According to a
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In Madrid

Reuterswitnessmorethan
1,000 anti-fascists
gatheredto protestthefar-
right meeting in Tirso de
Molina, a few hundred
metres from Madrid's
main square, after local
authorities sanctioned the
rally.

The violence comes
just over a week before
Spaniardsvoteinageneral
election where immi-
gration has become a
major issue for the first
time.

Posters had been
pasted onwallsinthearea
earlier in the week

warning of a racist
demonstration. Protesters,
joined immigrants,
blocked roads leading
down into Lavapies, an
areawith alarge African
and Chinese populations.

Demonstrators
chanted “You shall not
pass,” and “Brother

Carlos, wewill not forget
you”, referringto 16-year-
old Carlos Javier
Palomino, an anti-racist
protester whowasstabbed
and killed during a
confrontation with rival
groups last November.
MNA/Reuters

Aviewof the )

Extended Stay
America hotel in Las
Vegas, Nevada seen
on 29Feb, 2008.
Ricin, a deadly
poison, was
discovered in a room
in the hotel but isnot
thought to be
terrorism related,
police and FBI
officials said on
Friday.
INTERNET

Train crush kills 15
In western I ndia

AnmMEDABAD (INndia),
29 Feb — A speeding
train mowed down
15 people, including
two children, at an
unguarded railway
crossing in the western
Indian state of Gujarat,
policesaid on Thursday.

The victims, mostly
labourers and their
families, were crossing
the tracks on Wednes-
day night when they
failedtospot therushing
train.

“We found bodies
of 15 people, including
two children and two
women,” apolice officer
said.

Dozens die every
year at India’s estimated
18,000 unguarded rail-
way crossings. India has
oneof theworld’ shiggest
rail networks.

To reduce accidents,
thousands of railway
porters are being hired to
guard crossings.

MNA/Reuter s

Deadly toxin found in Las Vegas

Los ANGELES, 29 Feb
— Traces of deadly toxin
ricinwerefoundinamotel
roominLasVegas, about
416 km northeast of Los
Angeles, authorities said
Friday.

Themanwhooccupied
the room recently had
developed breathing
problemsandremainedin
critical condition at a
hospital, accordingtoLas

7/30/18, 02:10 PM

motel room

Vegas palice.

The deadly substance
wasfoundinseveral vias
of powder inaplasticbag
Thursday, police said.

But there was no
evidence to link the
incident with terrorist
activities and no in-
dication of any spread of
the substance beyond the
placewhereit wasfound,
police said.

“There is no in-
formation to lead us to
believe that this is the
result of any terrorist
activity or related to any
possibleterroristactivity,”
police Deputy Chief
Kathy Suey said.

“We don’'t have any
reasontobelieveany of it
left the property, “ she
said.

Xinhua



Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thiha
ThuraTin Aung Myint Oo...

(frompage 1)
development of the Union of the Myanmar so as to
keep abreast of other countries. |n making such efforts,
the harmonious development of the social sector to-
gether with the stability of the State and strengthened
national economy are also of vital importance.

The government is thus taking into considera-
tion the requirements such as uplift of the national
patriotic spirit, safeguarding of thecultural heritageand
national character, uplift of health, fithessand education
standards, and consolidating the national strengths in
developing the morals and morality of the people. In
making such efforts, Myanmar Red Cross Society with
noble traditions stands in the forefront of all volunteer
humanitarian organizations in the country.

In undertaking the activities with the aim of
primary health care of the people, Myanmar Red Cross
Society (MRCS) isworking under the direction of the
Ministry of Health while keeping in line with the
National Health Policy. It can be put on record that
MRCShasalso beenworking closely for over 70years
with other related government ministries, UN agen-
cies, and social organizationsin carrying out disaster
preparednessand response activitieswithin theframe-
work of the existing laws of the country.

One can easily seethat humanitarian achieve-
ments of Myanmar Red Cross Society met interna-
tiona standards and are also in harmony with the
geographical, historical, and the cultural aspects of
Myanmar. MRCS is undertaking the primary health
care, health promotion activities for social develop-
ment of the peopletogether withthe national dutiesfor
peaceful development of the country in a concerted
manner.

The government has encouraged MRCS and
provided means for cooperation with other national
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NHC Chairman Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo views documentary
photos displayed at 9th General Assembly of MRCS. — MNA

forcesin making effortsfor development of the coun-
try. Therefore MRCS should cooperate with national
social organizations such as USDA, MWAF,
MMCWA, MWO and auxiliary fire brigade.

In conclusion, it had to be pointed out that
MRCS should take part in the efforts to achieve the
national goal of emergenceof awell disciplined demo-
cratic nation by implementing the seven-step Road
Map. MRCSshould makeasustained effort to devel op
the capacity of the Red Crossvolunteers, inthelight of
the technological advancements, so as to meet the
international standards. The MRCS Central Council

members and Executives Committee members, being
leaders and in charge of a valuable national asset,
should be convinced of their important and noblerole,
and strive to make unstained effort for the benefit of
their people and country.

Next, the Secretary-1 cordialy greeted those
present and viewed the documentary photos on develop-
ment of the MRCS, community-based hedlth care, disas-
ter management, education, map of 19 warehousesof the
MRCS, financia development, organizational setup of
the society, community development plan of the MRCS
displayed at the genera assembly. — MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 1
March—The 9th General

O9th General Assembly of MRCS takes place

as intelletuals and | MRCS.

Commanders Maj-Gen Ko Ko and Brig-Gen Kyaw Swe and Minister
Maj-Gen Aung Min open Kyangin-Okshippin railroad section. — MNA

Kyangin-Okshippin Railroad...

(from page 16)
sections—111-mile
Kyangin-Thayet railroad
section, 100-mile Thayet-
Pwintbyu railroad section
and 111-mile Pwintbyu-
Pakokku railroad section.

The 38-mile Kyangin-
Okshippin section of
Kyangin-Thayet railroad
sectionwasopenedtoday.
Construction of the rail-
road section started on 1
August 2006 and 120
small and big bridges and
six stationswerebuilt. On
completion of therailroad
projects, local people can
go to four divisions and
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Chin State and progress
will be made in socidl,
economic, healthand edu-
cation sectors. He quoted
the Head of State as say-
ing that transport plays a
major rolein regional de-
velopment. The railroad
that contributes towards
the smooth transport will
emerge soon.

He said before 1988
therewere 1,976.35miles
of railroads. Myanmar
Railways built another
1,210.51 milesof railroads
including the present one.
Therefore, there are alto-
gether 3,186.86 miles of

railroads.
He said Pyawbwe-
Phayangahsu, Katha-

Bhamo and Okshippin-
Pakokku Railroads are
under construction.

Next, aloca thanked
the government for con-
struction of the railroads.

The two commanders
and the minister formally
opened the Kyangin-
Okshippin Railroad.

The commanders and
theminister hadthephotos
taken together with MR
personng and local peo-
ple. They sprinkled scented
water on the specid train
bound for Kyangin.

The commanders and

Assembly of Myanmar
Red CrossSoci ety washeld
a the Ministry of Health
here today, attended by
Minister for Health Dr
Kyaw Myint, Deputy
Minister Dr Paing Soe,
directors-general and
officials of departments
under the ministry,
membersof MRCScentral
council, the president and
executives of MRCS,
commanders of
State& DivisionRed Cross
Societies and delegates to
the general assembly.
Inhisspeech, Minister
Dr Kyaw Myint said that
more activities of Red
Cross Society are to be
carriedoutthanever before
and efforts are to be made
forthefurther devel opment
in the future. The aid and
support of experts as well

technicians play an
importantroleinachieving
improvement in the
activities of MRCS.

He urged the newly-
elected members of the
central council of MRCS
to actively take part in the
activities.

Next, theminister read
out thenamesof ten central
council membersassigned
duties by the State.

Later, the second
session of the general
assembly continued. Dr
Tha Hla Shwe, President
of theMRCSgaveaspeech
on the occasion, followed
by reading out of
documents of the 8th
general assembly,
submitting of reportstothe
9th general assembly,
electing of members for
the MRCS central council

the minister presented
giftsto the passengers.
On completion of
Kyangin-Pakokku Rail-
road Project, the people
can directly travel from
Ayeyawady Division to
Magway Divisio, Sagaing
Division and Kachin
State—MNA

7/30/18, 02:10 PM

Afterwards, the
minister donated K 3
million to Red Cross
Society Parade company
through the president of

and the passing of
resolutions of the 9th
genera assembly and it
concluded in the
afternoon.—MNA

Minister Dr Kyaw Myint presents cash
donation to MRCS President Dr Tha Hla
Shwe. — mNA
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New constitution for perpetuation and progress
of the Union of Myanmar

N

All the peopleof anindependent nation havethe
right to freely serve their families, their relatives,
their nation, their people and their own. And they
also havetheright to freely shape the future of their
nation and their people as well as their own future.
The UN Charter has already granted the right to
people of every independent nation to create their
destiny in accord with the wishes of the mgjority of
the people. The international laws and the codes of
conduct of civilized societies have also recognized
such noble tradition of self-determination.

At present, the government and the people
are making concerted efforts for the emergence
of a peaceful modern developed and democr atic
nation. Thetask hasbeenregarded asthenational
goal, the resolution of the people and the duty
bestowed by history. The national goal is not
bound with any greed and hatred.

Myanmar was under colonial rule for over
100 years. During that period the nation lagged
behind in various sectors and was in abject
poverty. When the independence was regained
the nation was subject to internal insurgency.
Themulticolouredinsurgency inwhichthepeople
had tolivealife of constant fear reigned for over
40 years. Since 1989, altogether 17 national race
armed groupshavereturned tothelegal fold and
from that time onwards peace and tranquillity
has prevailed throughout the nation.

With prevalence of peace and tranquillity the
governmentismakingall-out effortsfor devel opment
of human resources making better use of own rich
natural resources while building alarge number of
dams and reservoirs, roads and bridges, schools,
colleges, universities, institutes, hospitals,
dispensaries and hydel power stations for national
development and establishing industrial zones for
industrial development.

Actually, democracy means that the people
themselves or the representatives of the people can

freely decide the affairs of the peoplein line with the
wishes of the mgjority. Internal armed conflicts that
put the people into great trouble and misery are not
democracy. Democracy of those who are so conceited
that they only deserve power most is not democracy
either. And an export democracy that is sugar-coated
one designed to enslave other nations is a fake
democracy.

The snare democracy designed to incite riots
and civil commotion using a beautiful word
“democracy” till they cometopower is, infact, also
a sham democracy or power-craving demaocracy
filled with anarchic character.

According to world leaders, legal experts and
learned persons, unity, perseveranceanddisciplineare
indispensable for people who want their country to be
wealthy and prosperous.

BBC, VOA and RFA foreign broadcasting stations
air fabrications of internal and external destructive
elements including expatriates who rely on some big
nations and their lackeys daily. It is obvious that they
are hand in glove with the saboteurs.

Myanmar writershavecompiledavariety of articles
about colonialistswhoforcibly occupied other countries
and exploited their natural resources for hundreds of
years and about neo-colonialists who exploited other
countries by means of installing their puppet
government instead of waging awar to occupy those
countries. Their ploys were to encroach upon and
exploit other countries behind the scenes. The
international news standswitnessthat abig nation has
waged war against some nations and occupied them
without sound reasons. Having occupi ed those nations
she exploited their natural resourcesat will. Resorting
to a combined method of colonialists and neo-
colonialiststhe big nation did not pull itstroops out of
those nations although it took up to five or six years.

Every nation wishes to be wealthy and
prosperous. At thesametime, they wishtheir people
to be rich and affluent. Hence, they are making

Theseven-step Road M ap hasbeen adoptedto
practise democracy systematically. The State
constitution (dr aft) hasbeenwritten asthethird
step and referendum will be held in May asthe
fourth step. In addition, multi-party democr acy
general election is due to be held in 2010 in
accord with the new constitution.

_ U Myo Myint (Law) }ﬁ

strenuouseffortstofulfil their wishes. I nfulfilling
one swishesoneshould strive out of honesty and
perseverance. It isnot fair and proper that oneis
fulfilling one' s wishes by means of encroaching
upon other nationsforcibly and exploiting their
rich resources. Thisistotally contrary to culture
of acivilized society. Therefore, many countries
that ar efreefromtheyokeof colonialistsincluding
Myanmar have to make efforts out of honesty
based on their own resources for national
development.

Myanmars are building a peaceful, modern and
devel oped discipline flourishing democratic nation.
Amid various sanctions and obstacles, the State has
beenabletobuild morethan 200 damsandreservairs,
roads and bridges and opened universities, colleges
and hospitalsinall thebigcitiesenlistingthestrength
of the national people. It has also ensured internal
peace and stability. Moreover, the education sector
is producing human resources in order to catch up
withtheinternational community inadvanced modern
technologies.

The seven-step Road M ap has been adopted
to practise democracy systematically. The State
constitution (draft) hasbeen written asthethird
step and referendum will be held in May asthe
fourth step. In addition, multi-party democracy
general electionisduetobeheldin 2010in accor d
with the new constitution.

Thedraft constitution waswritteninaccordance
with fundamental principles and detailed basic
principlesadopted by over 1000 National Convention
delegates from all strata. But, internal and external
destructive elements, neo-colonialists and
conservativescameto criticizeand madeslanderous
accusationsagainst thegovernment. Theconstitution
they want isnot the onethat iswritten in conformity
with the Myanmar’s history, background, culture
and character. Their attempt istoenabletheir puppet
to cometo power sidelining the constitution and if it
isfor power, they will put the country into the hands
of aiens.

Here, let me present some points on the US
constitution. The British, French and Europeans
colonized and settled down in the North America
Those who made colonies oppressing thelocal Red
Indians established the United Stateson 4 July 1776
after rising against theruleof the Britishgovernment
from England. At the time, American Flag featured
only 13 white stars as the country was formed with
13 colonies(states). But the number reached 50 after
morecolonieshad been madeintheaggressivewars.

(See page9)

2-3-08 NL
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New constitution for perpetuation and progress
of the Union of Myanmar

N

(frompage 8)

Americanshelda constitution drafting conference
in 1787, eleven years after they had declared their
independencein 1776. Sixty representatives from 12
states were present then. At firgt, the constitution did
not include fundamental rights of the citizensasthere
were those who argued in the Chapter fundamental
rights of the citizens that the rights should not be
entrusted to the local Red Indians and Negroes who
hadtoserveasdaveslosingtheirrights. (Theprovisions
were inscribed only later.) Sixteen representatives
opposedthecongtitutiongivingnosignaturesof theirs,
and more than 30 signed in it. Some representatives,
although they were in disagreement, signed in the
congtitution asthey wanted to seetheemergenceof the
constitution.

Thefundamental principlesand detailed basic
principlesincluded in the Myanmar constitution
wer eapproved by all theover 0001 epr esentatives.
Allthe54 member sof theCommission for Drafting
the State Constitution have approved the
congtitution. It will seek approval of themajority of
the people on the day of holding the national
referendum. Thenthecongtitutionwill beappr oved.
In the world’s nations, constitutions are usually
approved by authorities, party organizations or
parliaments. They arehardly approved by public
votes. Approving the constitution indispensable
for theStateand thepeoplethroughreferendumis
like theway Romansdid in the direct democracy
eraabout 2600 year sago. It can besaid that anew
record has been set as our constitution includes
about 50 fundamental principlesin the Chapter
Fundamental Rightsand Duties of the Citizens.

At the central level are three legidative bodies
namely the Pyithu Hluttaw, the Amyotha Hluttaw,
and the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw. Some of the
representativesto those hluttawswill be national race
representatives representing the national race
concerned. Among therepresentativesto the hluttaws
of seven Regions and seven States will be those of
various national races. Region/State chief ministers
and governing bodieswill beentrusted with executive
power. Self-administered division and self-
administered zonesarea so shared with executiveand
legislative powers. Every national race, whose
population constitutes at least 0.1 per cent of the
nation’ s population hastheright to elect an MP from
among its people.

WhiletheNational Convention wasin session,
all the adopted principles were inserted in the
newspapers and aired on radio and TV, and as
soon as the National Convention was completed
successfully, the principles were compiled into a
book and published for public knowledge.

U Myo Myint (Law)]ﬁ

Thesnaredemocracy designedtoincite
riots and civil commotion using a
beautiful word “democracy” till they
come to power Is, In fact, also a sham
democracy or power -
filled with anarchic character.

~

cravingdemocr acy

J

I nspiteof suchwor k donefor publicinfor mation,
thosewith negativeviewsabout the constitution are
criticizing that the constitution was not announced
in afrank way and it lacked transparency.

Approval of the drafted State Constitution will be
sought through areferendum coming May. Despitethe
announcement that multi-party democracy general
electionswill be held in accordance with the new State
congtitutionin 2010, some elementsremain making the
accusation of lack of atime frame.

Today, the US and its dlies are interfering and
intervening intheinterna affairs of and invading some
other countries, thereby violating the UN Charter. Not
only that, they are also trying to overthrow the
demacratically-elected governments and installing
puppet governments in these countries through a plan
that they name Colour Revolution. In addition, they are
exploitingand unfairly taking natural resourcesof many
countriesin Asia, Europe, MiddleEast, Africaand L atin
America, while destabilizing these countries.

TheUS government brutally suppressed thearmed
revoltsof southern statesthat weretrying to secedefrom
thecountry. Inthatway, it preventeditself fromcollapse.
In like manner, Britain suppressed the secession
movements of Northern Ireland and Scotland to ensure
non-disintegration of UK or the United Kingdom.

Certain militarily-strong countries have broken up
some other countries and unions through the wedge-
driving tactic. Now, they are encouraging the secession
of ChechinyafromRussia. Sofar, Georgiahascollapsed
intothreeparts, and Y ugodavia, six parts. They arealso
aiding and abetting secessionists of Kosovo state in
Serbia. In Africa, many countries have come under the
threat of secession. They abetted Kurdstorevolt against
the Iragi government.

The US-led SEATO was behind the federal
movements that took place in 1961-62. The military
bloc conspired plansto hel p some statesto secede from
the Union of Myanmar, establish independent nations,
and then join SEATO for the USto extend its military

domination over Southeast Asia. Fortunately, the
Myanmar national (patriotic) group sensitive to
possible collapse of the Union managed to handlethe
issue.

Till today, they are expressing their support for
some members of Sawbwa (chieftain) lineage and
national race armed groups and driving a wedge to
help them secede from the Union. In some of the
principles adopted by the National Convention and
inthe principlesof the Chapter “ The State” say, “no
part of the territory of the Union shall ever secede
from the Union”, “the State never starts aggression
against any nation”, and “no foreign troops are
permitted to be deployed within the borders of the
Union”. These principlesensure perpetua existence
of the Union of Myanmar and reflect the nation’s
independent and active foreign policy in dealing
with the international community in accordance
with the Five Principlesof Peaceful Co-existence. It
is very unscrupulous of the West Bloc, expatriates
and internal axe-handlesto criticize and speak ill of
the State Constitution (draft).

Political parties attended the National
Convention. After attending the National
Convention for nearly threeyears, NLD turned its
back to it. In 2004, the party said that it would
attend theNC again, but then it changed itsmind.
The decisions were merely its choices. The
government has shown its benevolent attitude.
However, the West Bloc, renegades and national
axe-handle traitors are suggesting to hold talks
with NL D and sayingthat without thepar ticipation
of NL D, theNational Convention and thedrafting
of theState Constitution will not besuccessful. But
it is nothing if compared with the voices of
unanimous support of the entire people for the
National Convention at the massrallies.

Trandation: TS+ST+M S
Myanma Alin, Kyemon: 1-3-2008
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Lt-Gen Ye Myint inspects
Sagaing-K yaukmyaung road...

(from page 16)

At the briefing hall of the project (Mandalay
bank), Deputy Superintending Engineer U Htay Myint
presented areport onfinishing touchesof theprojectto
Lt-Gen Y e Myint who gave necessary instructions.

After inspecting the bridge construction
project, Lt-Gen Y eMyint and party proceeded to Mile
Post 1/3wherethey heard areport presented by Assist-
ant Director of Sagaing District Forest Department U
In Hoke on growing of gold mohur trees, rain trees,
neem trees and other shade trees along the district-to-
district road and gave necessary instructions.

On arrival at the briefing hall of the Develop-
ment Affairs Department between Mile Post 16 and
MilePost 17, Lt-GenY eMyint and party heard areport

presented by the Chairman of Sagaing District PDCon
construtionof road. Next, Commander Brig-GenMyint
Soe gave a supplementary report to Lt-Gen Ye Myint
who attended to the needs.

Atthebriefing hal of the TatywaRiver Water
Pumping Project, they heard reports presented by the
Head of Sagaing Division Water Resources Utiliza-
tion Department and the Chairman of Shwebo District
PDC on water supply for agriculture and construction
of the Tatywa-Sheinmaka-Kyaukmyaung-Khayan-
Satkonroad and the commander gaveasupplementary
report.

After hearing the reports, Lt-Gen Ye Myint
gave necessary instructions.

Next, Lt-Gen Ye Myint attended physic nut
plants growing ceremony of Hsedaw villagein Wutlet
Township, Shwebo District and planted physic nut
grafts and seedlings.

Lt-Gen Ye Myint and party also inspected
progress of construction of Shwebo Township road
section from mile post No 46/6 to 61/5 and water
supply of Zawkana dam and attended the physic nut
plantsgrowing ceremony of Shwebo Townshipheldat
Kyauknganwasat.

Next, Lt-Gen'Y eMyint met with deaprtmental
personnel, townsel ders and members of social organi-
zations at Yangyi Aung hall in the township. After
hearing reports on progress of development of the
region and agriculture and livestock breeding matters
presented by officials, Lt-Gen Y e Myint attended to
the needs and urged them to carry out the five rura
devel opment tasks with combined effort.

Lt-Gen Ye Myint went to Yoke Pyo tradi-
tional medicine factory at Monywa Industrial Zone
(Shwebo branch) and gave necessary instructions.

MNA

Defence Services (Army, Navy and Air)

Military Band Competition continues

Nay Pyi Taw, 1 March—The 16th Defence
Services (Army, Navy and Air) Military Band
Competition to mark the 63rd Anniversary Armed
ForcesDay continued at the parade ground herefor the
second day today, attended by Chairman of Organizing
Committee for the 63rd Defence Services (Army,
Navy and Air) Military Band Competition Vice-
Adjutant-General Maj-Gen HlaShwe, membersof the
Organizing Committee, senior military officers of the
Ministry of Defence, members of the Panel of Judges
for the Military Band Competition, officers and other
ranks of Defence Services (Army, Navy and Air).

Military band company-1 representing North-
West Command, military band company-1representing
Nay Pyi Taw Command, military band company-1
representing South-East Command, the military band
representing No 66 LID, military band company-2
representing TriangleRegion Command, military band
company-2 representing Eastern Command, the
military band representing Southern Command and
military band company-1 representing Western
Command participated in the competition.—MNA

(UMFCCI to hold 17th AGM
in Nay Pyi Taw

Y aNGoN, 1 March—TheUnionof Myanmar
Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry
will holdits 17th annual general meetingin Nay Pyi
Taw city hall at 1.30 pm on 16 March. Members of
UMFCCI, representatives of State and Division
CCls, the border trade merchants association and
other business associations are invited to attend the
meeting. Those wishing to accompany the officials
of UMFCCI fromY angontoNay Pyi Taw aretodial

Cash donated for renovation to Maha Teza
Muni Pagoda in Hlinethaya Tsp

Y ancoN, 1March
— A ceremony to donate
cash for renovation to
MahaTezaMuni Pagoda
on Bawgawadi hill in
Ngwe Pinle Fisheries
Industrial Zone in
Hlinethaya Township
was held at the pagoda

this morning.
Member of the
State Peace and

Development Council Lt-
Gen Tin Aye of the
Ministry of Defence and
wellwishers donated
robes and offertories to
Vice-Chairman of the
State Sangha Maha

Lt-Gen Tin Aye of Ministry of Defence accepts cash donation from a

wellwisher. — mna

Nayaka Committee

Y aynanchaung Sayadaw o
AggaMahaPanditaAgga | Aye and officials
Maha  Saddhamma | accepted K 212,280,800

RenovationtoMahaTeza , merits gained.
Muni Pagoda Col Myint Theheight of the

Jotikadaja Bhaddanta
Tejaniyaand membersof
Sangha.

Next, Lt-GenTin

donated 101
wellwishers.
Chairman of

Committeefor All-round

by

Aung (Retd) expressed
thanksfor thedonation of
the wellwishers. And the
congregation shared

pagodais 81 feet and all-

round renovation tasks

are being carried out.
MNA

| Ph-214344—MNA
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101 Hair Tonic introduced

Y aNGON, 1 March—
The ceremony to
introduce 101 Hair Tonic,
101 Proof Shampoo, 101

Nourishing Shampooand
101 E Acne Getway
cosmetics for hair was
held at the Grand Ball

7/30/18, 02:10 PM

Room of Parkroyal Hotel
here, today.
U Asi Family

Company Ltd is a sole
agent of 101 Hair Tonic
in Myanmar.

Hair technician of the
company Ko Swe Aung
Khineextended greetings
on the occasion. Miss
Zhang Li from the
People’s Republic of
China explained the 101

(H . . ™
air Technician Ko
Swe Aung Khine
extends greetings at
101 Hair Tonic
introduction

N ceremony. — MNA

Hair Tonic.

The 101 Hair Tonic
has been produced since
1974 anditisusedinover
100 countries.

Interested persons
may contact No 115, 20th
Street, Latha Township
(Ph 01-251230), No 15
Thabyaynyo  street,
Sangyong Township
(Ph 01-518088), No 55
Kyaukmyaungzay Street,
Tamway Township (Ph
01-554391) Yangon
Division and No Ma/
10,7(E) 65th street
Chanmyathazi Township,
Mandalay Division (Ph
02-62253).

MNA
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Art of Egypt : A woman looks at an Egyptian painted wall on display
as part of the exhibition “|sis and the Feathered Serpent”, in the
National Museum of Anthropology and History in Mexico City.

INTERNET

Indian chefs uses giant ladles as they prepare a huge
version of the popular South Asian ‘Biryani’ dish in

New Delhi. Sixty Indian chefs have cooked arice

dish weighing 13-tonne (28,600 pounds) in a bid to

enter the Guinness Book of World Records.
INTERNET
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INTERNET

Women rush around with armfuls of bridal gowns shortly after the
beginning of the “Running of the Brides’ sale of bridal gowns at Filene's
Basement in New York on 29 Feb, 2008.

Next to a‘Nana’, rear |eft, a pending sculpture by French artist Niki de
Saint Phalle, the Euro 2008 countdown clock displays the last 100 days prior
to the kick off of the European Soccer Championships at the main station in

Zurich, Switzerland, on 28 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

JOHANNESBURG,
1March— South Africa
launched the State
Diamond Trader (SDT)
hereon Friday, allowing
previously disad-
vantaged South Africans
access to the diamond
industry.

“SouthAfricais
thethirdlargest diamond
producer intheworld ...
we have not been ableto
make rough diamonds
available in sufficient
amounts to our local
cutters and polishers
especially the small
ones,” Sandile Nogsina,
\director general of the

Department of Minerals
and Energy, said at the
launch. The SDT would
purchase 10 per cent of
South Africa's total
diamond production to
supply the local market.
Itsmainpurposeistogrow

the South African
diamond industry.
Intermsof value,

South Africa’s annual
production of diamonds
amounts to around 1.4
billion US dollars. This
would mean the SDT
would spend about 140
million US dollars to
procure the precious
stones.

South Africa launches
state diamond trader

“The Industria
Development Corporation
of South AfricaLtd (IDC)
playedacritical roleinthe
establishment of the State
Diamond Trader by
injecting a substantial
investmentinit,” theSDT
said in a statement.

Promoting the
appeal of beneficiary, the
initiativewill beexpanded
to other minerals further
down theline.

The government
will asolaunch the South
African Diamonds and
PreciousM etal sRegul ator
(SADPMR) on Friday.

MNA/Xinhua

WaASHINGTON, 1
March — A team of
scientistsfrom the United
States and France have
found evidence that rain-
making bacteria are
widely distributed in the
atmosphere.

These biological
particles could factor
heavily into the
precipitation cycle,
affecting climate,
agricultural productivity
and even global warming.
The new findings is
published in the journal
Science on Friday.

The research
team examined preci-
pitation from global
locations and demon-
stratedthat themost active

Scientists find evidence of “rain-making” bacteria

ice nuclei — a substrate
that enhances the
formation of ice — are
biological in origin. This
is important because the
formation of icein clouds
is required for snow and
most rainfall.

Researchershave
foundbiological icenuclel
in precipitation samples
from Antarctica to
Louisiana — they’'re
ubiquitous.

Dust and soot
particles can serve asice
nuclei, but biological ice
nuclei are capable of
catalyzing freezing at
much warmer tempera-
tures.

The concept of
rain-makingbacteriaisn’'t

far-fetched. Many ski
resorts use a
commercially available
freeze-dried preparation
of ice-nucleating
bacteria to make snow
when the temperature is
just afew degreesbelow
freezing.

What makesthis
research more com-
plicated is that most
known ice-nucleating
bacteria are plant
pathogens. These
pathogens, which are
basically germs, can
cause freezing injury in
plants, resulting in
devastating economic
effects on agricultural
crop yields.

MNA/Xinhua J
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Kenyan rivals reach
power-sharing agreement

Nairosl, 1 March —The Kenyan Government
and the opposition signed an agreement here Thursday
to form acoalition government which sees creation of
a position of Prime Minister after a month of hard
negotiation, the main mediator Kofi Annan said.

“Wedo haveadeal,” hesaid at aPressconference
after the signing ceremony. “Thus our work on the
government structure for Kenyahas successfully been
completed today.”

The PM, who should be an elected Member of
Parliament and |eader of the biggest party or coalition
in Parliament, will supervise and coordinate business
in al ministries, the former UN Secretary General
said.

Twodeputy PM will berecommended by coalition
parties and the new Cabinet will reflect the parties
strength in Parliament. —MNA/Xinhua
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New Zealand fugitive
captured in US

WELLINGTON, 1 March—Nai Yin Xue, the
Auckland fugitive accused of murdering hiswife and
abandoning histoddler at aMelbournerailway station,
has been captured in the United States, New Zealand

A FF
—

Myanmar Forest Products and
Timber Merchants’ Association

March 3-7, 2008.
Tatmadaw Hall
U Wisara Road, Yangon

Myanmar Timber, OQur Treasure,
Sustainable Forever.

MYANMAR FURNITURE FAIR-2008
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Dutch tax
office hit by
computer
fault

BRrusseLs, 29 Feb —
All  the statements
completed and delivered
electronically totheDutch
tax officethisyear cannot
be read by the computer
system due to a computer

MR0E

glitch, Radio Netherlands
reported on Wednesday.

As a result, 730,000
people will have to
resubmit their 2007 tax
returns, it said.

Thetax officehasbeen
beset by computer faults
recently. Dutch Deputy
FinanceMinister JanK ees
de Jager has decided to
intervene and the IT

department of thehead tax

media reported on Friday.

Xue was captured by police in the town of
Chamblee near Atlanta in Georgia at about 8:00 am
Friday New Zealand Time (1900 GMT Thursday).

USpolicesaid Xuewasin custody in Atlanta. He

has been charged with being afugitive and for being

wanted in New Zealand.

Police said Chambleewasasmall rural areaand it
was a surprise to find Xue there. —MNA/Xinhua

| ndonesia builds new Air Force base

JAKARTA, 29 Feb —
The Indonesian Air Force
is building a new base in
East Kalimantan Province
which shares land border
with Maaysia

When the military
airbase in the town of

Tarakan is completed, the

Australian bikerssay wrong ni

SvDNEY, 29 Feb —
Twoarmedthievespicked
the wrong night to rob a
Sydney club, disturbinga
meeting of 50 motorcycle
bikers, who tackled and
hog-tied oneof thethieves
until police arrived.

The Southern Cross
Cruiser Club was staging
its monthly meeting on
Wednesday night in the
club in Sydney’s west
whentwomenarmedwith
machetesenteredtheclub
and ordered patronstolie
on the ground and

surrender their money.
But the balaclava-
wearing bandits did not
realise there were 50
bikersin the next room.

“l wasinthemiddle of
giving my meeting and
someone ran in and said,
“the place is being
robbed’”, biker club
president Jester told local
radio on Thursday.

“So weran around the
roller door out the front
and asthisguy openedthe
roller door, we crash
tackled him in the

ght or robbery

doorway,” Jester said.
The thief managed to
escape the biker’ s tackle,
but was caught again by
the bikers. “We caught
himat thefenceand crash-
tackled him and hog-tied
him to the ground and
waited for the police to
get there,” said Jester.
“Yeah, he picked the
wrong night | think,” he
said. The other thief
jumpedover abalcony and
ranintoanearby park, but
waslater caught by police.

MNA/Reuters

Air Forcewould station jet
fighters there to anticipate
possible security distur-
bances in border areas, a
high-rankingofficersaidon
Wednesday.

“We have severa
typesof fighter planestobe
stationed alternately in
Tarakan airbase when it is
fully operational,” Air
Force Operations Com-
mand Chief Rear Marsha
Benyamin Dandel was

officeistobe reorganized,
the report said.

guoted by the national
Antara news agency as
saying. The jet fighters
could be Russian-made
khois, US-madeF-16sor
British-made Hawks, he
added. — MNA/Xinhua

Earlier this month, the
tax office was hit by a
computer glitch which
madeitimpossiblefor the
clients to identify them-
selves properly.

MNA/Xinhua

Nineinjured in US mall explosion

WasHINGTON, 29 Feb
— Nine people were
injured and one may be
unaccounted for after a
blast rippled through a
shopping mall in the
Chicago suburb of
Waukegan, Illinois, on
Thursday afternoon,
police said.

“It appearsto be agas
explosion,” Waukegan
Police Chief Bill Biang
wasquoted by theChicago
Tribute as saying.

2-3-08 NL 12

A tota of nine people
were injured, eight of
whom were hospitalized.

Of those, aman and a
woman are reportedly in
serious condition.

The ninth victim was
slightly wounded but
declined treatment.

Thepowerful blastblew
out at least three stores,
includingacell phonestore
and a beauty salon.

Mostinjuriestook place
in the salon, a forefront

store in the mall.

TV footages showed
that theblast collapsed the
ceilings above the stores
and windows and doors
were seriousy damaged
under the impact of the
explosion.

DanY oung, deputy fire
chief of theWaukeganFire
Department, said based on
accounts from salon
patrons, one person may
be unaccounted for in the
rubble. — MNA/Xinhua

.

(An Afghan man stands near his house which was
destroyed during araid in Warsi Fakir Kama
district of Nanagahar Province, eastern
Afghanistan, on 29 Feb, 2008. According to the
villagers Afghan and foreign forces raided the
village and detained 6 villagers and destroyed a
house and a car in early morning.—INTERNET
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Floods, landslides death toll reaches 45

ManiLa, 1 March —
The death toll in floods
and landdides caused by
continuous downpour in
eastern Philippines has
risen to 45, the country’s
disaster relief agency said
on Thursday.

Thedeathsweremostly
located in Bicol, Eastern
Visayas and parts of

7/30/18, 02:10 PM

in Philippines
Mindanao, said the
National Disaster
Coordinating Council
(NDCC) said in a
statement.

The number of injured
alsoincreased to 31 asthe
number of personsmissing
went down from ten to
eight, saidthedisasterrelief
agency.

It also said that as of
Wednesday night, the
floods and landslides had
affected 180,809 families
or 873,009 persons.

Damageto property was
estimated at 1.312 billion
pesos (32.56 million US
dollars) for infrastructure
and agriculture.

MNA/Reuters



An exhibition illustrating theresults of a Massachusetts | nstitute of Technology
(MIT) project on global phone calls, hangsfrom the ceiling among works of art
at the Museum of Modern Art in New York, on 27 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET
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Malta opens Chinese medicine clinic
In nat’l hospital

Romve, 29 Feb —
Malta s national hospital
of Mater Dei opened its
first Traditional Chinese
Medicine (TCM) clinic,
also the first of its kind
in state hospitals in any
European countries,
reports reaching here
from Malta’s capital
Vallettasaid Wednesday.

At an opening
ceremony, Malta's

Health Minister Louis
Deguara and Chinese
Ambassador Chai Xi
congratulated Mater Dei
Hospital over the new
clinic. On behalf of the
Chinese Government, the
Chinese Ambassador
donated some medicines
and medical equipment to
the hospital.

Cao Dianpeng, chief
of China's medical team

to Malta, said the event
was of great significance
as it is the first time a
TCM clinic has entered a
state hospital in Europe.
Theeventwill definitely
promote the spread of the
TCM across Europe and
open up possibilities for
more exchanges between
theWesternmedicineand
the TCM.
MNA/Xinhua

Fish to help clear Chineselake
from algae pollution

NaNJNG, 29 Feb —
The Taihu Fishery
Adminigtrationhasput 100
million whitebait germ
cells into east China's
Taihu Lake, the country’s
third largest freshwater
body whichsufferedagae
outbreak last year, as one
of the measures to clear
thelakeof algaepollution.

The move earlier this
week came after the
neighboUring Anhui

Province put 1.6 million
fish into the fifth largest
body of freshwater, or
Chaohu Lake, that also
faces athreat from algae.
The germ cells come
from northern Inner
Mongolia Autonomous
Region, so as to prevent
inbreeding, an admini-
stration spokesman said.
The school of fish is
expected to curb the blue
algae pollution as they

mainly feed on plankton,
including algae and
protozoans.

Blue-green algae,
which exists widely in
water bodies and is not
harmful itsalf, growseasily
in polluted water with
a high concentration of
nitrogen and phosphorous
and a temperature
of around 18 degrees
Celsius.

MNA/Xinhua

Shark attacks increase worldwide

Los ANGELES, 29 Feb
The number of
worldwide shark attacks
overall increased from
63in2006to 71in 2007,
continuing a gradual
upswing over the past
four years, according
to figures released
by LiveScience on
Wednesday.

Because the global
population of humans is
growing fast, so more
people go to the beach,
said George Burgess,
curator of thelnternational
Shark Attack File at

the Florida Museum of
Natural History.

And nowadays, beach-
goersdo not just go for a
dunk. They hang out in
shallow water (home for
many sharks) for long
periods of time to surf,
windsurf, boogie-board,
kayak and dive, he said
whileexplainingthecause
for the rise in shark
attacks.

“Therearemore people
inthewater thanthereever
have been,” Burgesstold
LiveScience. “We can
pretty much predict that

next year there will be
even more attacks. Even
if shark populations are
declining, which we
know they are, evenin a
local situation if
populations have been
depleted, there is still a
probability of getting an
attack.” Sharks are
disappearing from the
world’s oceans due to
overfishing, says Julia
Baum, aresearcher at the
Scripps Institute of
Oceanography in San
Diego, California.
MNA/Xinhua

Belang, 1 March—If youthought taking
vitamin supplementswould reducetherisk
of lung cancer, think again, for vitamin E
supplements can actudly raisetherisk.

Researchers who studied 77,721
people, aged between 50 and 76, in
Washington state over the past decade,
said on Friday that peoplewho took high
doses of vitamin E, especialy smokers,

\had a small but datisticaly significant

" Vitaminsno guard against lung cancer )

elevated risk of developing lung cancer.
They tracked the subjects’ use of
supplemental multi-vitamins, vitamin C,
vitamin E and folate to see if it offered
protection from lung cancer. But they
found that none of thevitaminslooked at
in the study was tied to areduced risk.

“If you could find somesort of magic
pill — apill you could takeonce aday to
decreaseyour risk— that would beidedl.
But we obvioudy, unfortunately, didn’t
find that in our study,” lead researcher
Christopher Satore, of the University of
Washingtonin Seattle, said. Thesubjects
of thestudy werefollowedfor four years,
and 521 devel oped lung cancer, the vast
majority of them smokers or former
smokers, Satore' s team reported in the
American Journa of Respiratory and
Critica Care Medicine. — Xinhua

Sumatran elephantswalk along a river during morning practice at the
Elephant Training Centrein Minas, |ndonesia’s Riau Province on 29 Feb,
2008. The Sumatran elephant, the smallest of the Asian elephants, isfacing
serious pressures arising from illegal logging and rapid forest conversion to

palm oil plantations. —INTERNET

Tobacco posesthreat to momsin developing world

CHicaco, 1 March —
Pregnant women’s
exposure to tobacco in
developing countries is
growing at an aarming
rate, US Government
researchers said on
Thursday.

Women in developing
countries and their
children are increasingly
breathing secondhand

2-3-08 NL 13

smoke in their homes,
they said, and many are
beginning to experiment
with smoking, raising the
risk of cancer, heart
disease and other ills not
only for themselves but
aso for their children.
“Pregnant women’s
tobacco useand exposure
to secondhand smoke
threaten to impede or

reverseongoing effortsto
improve maternal and
child health in the
developing world,” said
Dr Michele Bloch of
the National Cancer
Institute’s  Tobacco
Control ResearchBranch,
whose study appears in
the American Journal of
Public Health.
MNA/Reuters

Survey says China’schildren
admire parents most

Beane, 29 Feb —
Chinese parents might
feel proud in a way:
they have beaten pop
celebrities to top their
children’s “most ad-
mired” list, a survey has
found.

Thesurvey, conducted
by the All-China
Women's Federation
among 5,030 children
from 28 citiesall over the
country, asked the

7/30/18, 02:10 PM

respondents to name three
persons they admire most.
“Parents” were the top
choice, followed by “pop
stars/artists’ and “other
relatives’.

The survey, released
here Wednesday, also
foundthatamongthefamily
members, over 80 per cent
of children consider their
father or mother asthe one
that influences them most,
with43.1 per cent choosing

mother and 37.6 per cent
father.

Fu Guoliang, editor-in-
chief of the People’s
Education magazine,
recaled a smilar survey
done a few years ago,
where Chinese parents
failed to make it into the
top three positions astheir
children invariably chose
pop stars as their most
adored persons.

MNA/Xinhua
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Real Madrid accused of approach
to 15-year-old Brazilian

Rio be Janeiro, 1 March— Brazilian club VVasco da
Gamahaveaccused Real Madrid of making an offer to
15-year-old player Philippe Coutinho and say they are
reporting the matter to world soccer's governing body
FIFA.

"Real Madrid went to the player's family and made
very tempting but illegal offers,” Vasco president
Eurico Mirandatold reporters.

"We have reported Real Madrid to FIFA and the
CBF (Brazilian Football Confederation) for their
approach to Philippe Coutinho." —MNA/Reuters

Colo Colo beat Maracaibo
in Libertadores

Rio pe JaNEIRO, 1 March — Chilean champions
Colo Colo shrugged off last week's 3-0 defeat by Atlas
towin 3-1 at UA Maracaibo in the Libertadores Cup.

Thevisitors scored threetimesin the second half of
Thursday night's game to sink the Venezuelans, who
had managed to hold defending champions Boca Jun-
iorsto al-1 draw last week.

Gonzalo Fierro guided the ball past Juan Carlos
Henao to open the scoring three minutes into the
second half and, as Maracaibo left space at the back,
Uruguayan Gustavo Biscayzacu besat the offside trap
to extend the lead in the 69th.

Maracaibo's Gregory Lancken chested an own goal
past the poorly positioned Henao to put the result
beyond doubt with four minutes left. —MNA/Reuters

Morgan Pressel of the US tees off on the 15th hole
during the HSBC Women’ s Championsgolf tourna-
ment in Singapore on 29 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

Argentine M ascherano signs

new Liverpool deal

Lonpon, 1 March — Argentina midfielder Javier
Mascherano signed a four-year contract with Liver-
pool on Friday.

"Thisisthe best moment in my career," hetold the
Premier League club's website (www.liverpoolfc.tv).

"I am very, very happy and now | can concentrate
just on playing football," said the 23-year-old.

He joined Liverpool on loan from fellow Premier
Leagueclub West Ham United in January 2007 before
helping his new team reach the Champions League
final in May.

Liverpool spokesman lan Cotton said: "Javier
Mascherano came to Liverpool on afixed term con-
tract under an agreement disclosed to and approved by
both the Football Association and Premier League.

"His contract has now been extended under the
provisions of that agreement... We have no further
comment to make,” he added in an email to Reuters.

MNA/Reuters
CROSSWORDSPUZZLE

ACROSS DOWN

1 Musical accord 1 Monastic dress

5 Grass cutter 2 Garb

8 Constructed 3 Group of eight

9 Disregard 4 North American

10 Playhouse 5 Dark crimson

11 Man-made fibre 6 Flat rotating disc
12 QOuter planet 7 Train

14 Bemuse 12 Stroll

17 Disturbed 13 Draw back

19 Orange-yellow 15 Alien

22 Row of houses 16 Go up

23 Revel 18 Grips (anag.)

24 Not left 20 Place of assembly
25 Asksinsistently 21 Jottings
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Ferguson hails
goal-happy Ronaldo

ManNcHEesTER (England), 1 March —
Manchester United manager Alex
Ferguson paidtributeon Friday towinger
Cristiano Ronaldo's remarkable goal
spree this season.

The Portugal international isthe Pre-
mier League's leading scorer with 21
goals, four morethan hisleaguetotal for
the whole of last season.

"It'ssuperb and | think he has cast all
doubts aside about whether he could
repeat |ast season'stotal," Ferguson told
anews conference.

"Onacoupleof occasionsthisseason
hehasplayed asacentre-forward and he
has got four goals as a centre-forward
out of two games, whichisagreat strike
rate. "But to scorethosegoal s (predomi-
nantly) asawideplayerisphenomenal ."

Ronaldoisset to return to the scene of
one of his most important goals in a
United shirt at Fulham on Saturday.

MNA/Reuters

Manchester City midfielder Kelvin
Etuhu (R) kicks a ball during a soccer
clinic at Rajamangala Stadium in
Bangkok on 29 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

German WBA flyweight World
Champion Susi Kentikian and Sarah
Goodson (R) of the Philippines
exchange punches during their
flyweight WBA and WIBF World
Championship boxing match in
Hamburg on 29 Feb, 2008. Kentikian
won thefight in the 3rd round by
technical knock-out.—INTERNET

Kakawantsto spend

rest of career at Milan

MiLAaN, 1 March — Brazil playmaker
Kaka, who this week extended his con-
tract with AC Milan until 2013, wantsto
spend the rest of his career at the club.

"Last year the Milan Channel asked
meif | wanted to stay for lifeand on that
occasion | didn't have the confidence
and drive (to commit myself) | have
today," FIFA'sWorld Player of the Y ear
toldtheclub'sin-housetel evision station
onFriday. "Today | cansay it. | want to
stay Rossoneroall of my career. | wantto
stay herefor life."

Accordingto Italian mediareports, the
25-year-old will earn nine million euros
(13.67 million US dollars) a year net
under the terms of his new deal with the
European champions. —MNA/Reuters

Govortsovastuns
Peer, Davenport

Cruises

New York, 1 March—
Teenager Olga Govort-
sova of Belarus upset
third-seeded Shahar Peer
of Israel 6-3, 3-6, 6-4 at
the Memphis Champion-
ship on Friday to reach
her first WTA final.

The 19-year-old fifth
seed shrugged off four
double faults to scrape
through atight semi-final
in just under two hours
and book a place in the
titte match with fourth-
seeded Lindsay Daven-
port.

Former world number
one Davenport, compet-
inginherfirs WTA event
on US soil in two years,
hammered New Zealand
qualifier MarinaErakovic
6-0, 6-3 in less than an
hour.

"It feels great, getting
into my first final,"
Govortsovatoldreporters.
"I am playing really well
now and in the third set |
wanted to win so badly.

Govortsova beat Peer,
then ranked 18th in the
world, at Stanfordlast year
toachieveherfirstvictory
over atop-20 player.

MNA/Reuters

K uznetsova to face Dementieva in Dubai final

Dusal, 1 March— SvetlanaK uznetsovawill faceElenaDementieva
in an all-Russian final at the Dubai Open on Saturday after the pair

won marathon semi-finals.

Second-seed K uznetsovaovercame Serbi anfourth seed JelenaJankovic
57, 6-4, 6-3 on Friday, and eighth-seeded Dementieva was aso
stretched before beating unseeded Italian FrancescaSchiavone 5-7, 7-5,
6-2. Both matches took almost three hours. Kuznetsovatwice took the
leadintheopening set beforeimmediately dropping her ownserve. After
missingout onaset point at 5-4, shewasl eft torueher missed opportunity
when Jankovic came back strongly to wrap up thefirst set.

Instead of hanging her head, the Russian responded by jumping to
a 3-0 lead in the second. But her advantage was short-lived as
Jankovic broke twice to streak 4-3 ahead. —MNA/Reuters

7/30/18, 02:10 PM



Indonesia jains hunt for
Sngapore terror fugitive

JakARTA, 1 March— The Indonesian police raised
thealert on itsborder Thursday after Singaporereported
amilitant group leader had escaped and possibly headed
tolndonesianterritories, especidly throughsmalidands

in Riau.

“ Singaporehascontacted usand they want ustotake
measures to prevent the suspect, Slamet Kastari, from
escaping to Indonesia, “ Riau Idands provincia police
chief Brigadier-General Sutarman was quoted by the
national Antara news agency as saying.

Sutarman said Singapore police had asked for close
coordination with Riau Idands police to recapture the
fugitive. “They have also sent out ared notice,” hesaid.

MNA/Xinhua
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NZ Mt Everest conqueror’s ashes
scattered at sea

WELLINGTON, 1 March
—New Zealand moun-
taineering legend Edmund
Hillary,whoconqueredthe
world’ s highest mountain,
Mt Everest, in 1953, has
made hislast journey.

The ashes of the man
were scattered on Friday
fromtheyouthsail training
ship, Spiritof NewZealand,
on Auckland's Hauraki
Gulf by his wife and
children.

In aprivate ceremony

Vad immigrant smugglingring
snmashed inLA

Los ANGELES, 1 March— USimmigration officials said on Thursday they
had dismantled a Guatemalan human smuggling ring that brought more than
100 illegal immigrantsa week into the Los Angelesarea.

Immigration and
Customs Enforcement
(ICE) said 13 people,
including two of the
suspectedringleaders, face
chargesinconnectionwith
what officialsdescribed as
one of the largest human
smuggling operations
uncovered on the West
Coadt in recent years.

The nearly three-year
investigation was sparked

2005 of two “drop” houses
insouthLosAngel eswhere
more than 140 illegal
immigrants were living.
According to court
documents, immigration
agents uncovered an
organization run by
Guatemalan nationals that
provided housing and
transport to immigrants
who had already been
smuggled across the US-
Mexico border to Phoenix.

The immigrants were
taken from Arizonato the
Los Angeles area where
they were held in drop
housesheforebeingloaded
ontovehiclesanddrivento
UScitiesaroundthenation.

The immigrants,
mostly from Central
America, pad the
organization between
1,200USdollarsand 3,700
US dollars each for the

the ashes were scattered
from anew steel gangway
designed and built for the
ceremony and named the
Hillary Step, the New
Zealand PressAssociation
reported.

Only about 30 guests
wereontheship, including
Prime Minister Helen
Clark.

Edmund Hillary died
on 11 January, aged 88. He
wascremated in Auckland
after a sate funerd on 22
January.

Inhisbook View From
the Summit, published
nearly 10yearsago, Hillary
said he wanted to die
peacefully andwould“like
my ashes spread on the
beautiful waters of
Auckland's Hauraki Gulf
to bewashed gently ashore
maybe on the many
pleasant beaches near the
place where | was born.
Then the full circle of my
lifewill be complete’.

MNA/Xinhua

by the discovery in May

Myanmar
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View on today

7:00 am

1. Recitation of
Parittas by
Missionary Sayadaw
U Ottamathara

7:25 am

2. To be healthy
exercise

7:30 am

3. Morning news

7:40 am

4. Nice and sweet song

7:55 am
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8:10 am

6. 3908:[?{5{;

8:15 am
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8:30 am

8. International news

8:45 am

9. Say it in English

11:00 am

1. Martial song

11:10 am

| 2. Musical programme

11:25 am

3. Round up of the
week’ international
news

11:35 am

4. woSGoseqdgs
BSeoniqé

12:05 pm

5. Myanmar video
feature
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10. International news
4:00 pm
1. Martial song
4:15 pm
2. Song to uphold
National Spirit
4:30 pm

3. English for everyday
use

journey. — MNA/Reuters

4:45 pm
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5:10 pm

6. Dance of national
races

5:25 pm

7. Sing and enjoy

6:00 pm

8. Evening news

6:30 pm

9. Weather report

6:35 pm

10. Musical programme

6:50 pm

11. (67)gdefeond[cpSecontes,
oS[joed0s

7:05 pm
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13. News

14. International hews

15. Weather report
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17. The next day’s

programme
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Sunday, 2 March
Tune in today

8:30 am Brief news

8:35am Music
-Alahla

8:40 am Perspectives

8:45 am Music
-Uptown girl

8:50am Nationa news

9:00 am Music
-Thiskiss

9:05 am International
news

9:10am Cutural images
of Myanmar
-Thabeik
requisite

9:20 am Music
-This time
around

1:30 pm News/ Slogan

1:40pm Children's
delight (story)
-The old man
& 500 monkeys

1:50pm Songs for
children

9:00 pmWeekly news
review

9:20 pm Article

9:25 pm Music
-Honey

9:45pm News/Slogan

(10:00 pm PEL

Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas
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Saturday, 1 March, 2008

Summary of observations recorded at 9:30
hoursM ST : Duringthepast 24 hours, rain or thunder-
showers have been isolated in  Taninthayi Division,
weather hasbeen partly cloudy in Shan, Monand Kayin
States, Yangon and Ayeyawady Divisions and gener-
alyfairintheremaining Statesand Divisions. Day tem-
peratureswere (4°C) above March averagetempera
turesin Ayeyawady Division andabout March average
temperaturesintheremaining Statesand Divisions. The
significant day temperatureswere Chauk, Pathein and
Thaton(38°C) each. Thenoteworthy amountsof rainfall
recorded was Myelk (0.36) inch.

Maximum temperature on 29-2-2008 was 98°F.
Minimum temperature on 1-3-2008 was 68°F. Rela-
tive humidity at (09:30) hours M ST on 1-3-2008 was
87%. Total sunshine hours on 29-2-2008 was (8.5)
hours approx.

Rainfall on 1-3-2008 was (Nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Ayeand Central Yangon. Tota rainfall since
1-1-2008 was (0.67) inch at Mingaladon, (0.47) inch
at Kaba-Aye and (0.35) inch at Central Yangon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was
(4) mph from Northwest at (15:30) hours MST on
29-2-2008.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy in the
Andaman Seaand South Bay and generdly fair else-
wherein the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 2-3-2008: Like-
lihood of isolated rainor thundershowersin Taninthayi
Division, weather will be partly cloudy in Kachin,
Shan, Kayin and Mon States, upper Sagaing, Y angon
and Ayeyawady Divisonsand generaly fairin the
remaining areas. Degree of certainty is (60%).

Stateof thesea: Seaswill be moderateinMyanmar
waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days. Slight in-
crease of day temperaturesin lower Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areafor 2-3-2008: Generally fair wesather.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 2-3-2008: Generdly fair weather.

Forecast for Mandalay andneighbouring area
for 2-3-2008: Generaly fair weather.
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“NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

Sunday, 2 Mar ch, 2008

Four political objectives

Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

National reconsolidation

Emergence of a new enduring State Con-
stitution

Building of anew moder n developed nation
in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives Four social objectives

*  Development of agricultureasthebaseand all-round develop- * Uplift of the morale and morality of the
ment of other sectorsof the economy aswell entire nation

*  Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic * Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
System o L preservation and safeguarding of cultural

*  Development of the economy inviting participation in terms heritage and national character
of technical know-how and investments from sourcesinside *  Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
the country and abr oad * Uplift of health, fitness and education

* Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekept inthe
handsof the State and the national peoples

standards of the entire nation

N

[Lt-Gen Ye Myint inspects Sagaing-K yaukmyaung road section,
regional development tasksin Sagaing, Shwebo districts

AN

NAaY Pyi Taw, 1
March — Lt-Gen Ye
Myint of the Ministry of
Defence, accompanied by
Chairman of Mandalay
Division Peace and De-
velopment Council Com-
mander of Central Com-
mand Brig-GenTinNgwe
and departmental offi-
cials, on 28 February
morning inspected
Ayeyawady Bridge
(Yadanabon) Construc-
tion Project and gavenec-

essary instructions.

(See page 10)

Lt-Gen Ye Myint looks into construction works of Tatywa River Water Pumping Project. — MNA

Kyang n-Okshippin Railroad Section

opened in Padaung Tsp, Bago Division

A special train leaves Okshippin for Kyangin Station on Kyangin-Okshippin
railroad section. — MNA

Y ANGON, 1 March— Hailingthe63rd Anniversary
Armed ForcesDay, Kyangin-Okshippin Railroad Sec-
tion was opened at the pandal near Okshippin Station
in Padaung Township, Bago Division this morning.

The ceremony was attended by Chairman of Bago
Division Peace and Devel opment Council Commander
of Southern Command Mgj-Gen Ko Ko, Chairman of
Ayeyawady Division Peace and Devel opment Council
Commander of South-West Command Brig-Gen Kyaw
Swe, Minister for Rail Transportation Ma-Gen Aung
Min, Minister for Forestry Brig-Gen Thein Aung, the
deputy ministers, the Vice-Chairman of Bago Division
Peace and Development Council and senior military
officers, Managing Director of Myanma Railways, de-
partmental officials, members of social organizations,
teachers, students, guests and local people.

Chairman of Bago Division Peace and Develop-
ment Council Commander Maj-Gen KoKoand Chair-
man of Ayeyawady Division Peace and Development
Council Commander Brig-Gen Kyaw Swe delivered
speeches.

Next, Minister Maj-Gen Aung Min said the 322-
mileKyangin-Pakokku Railroadisbeing built by three

(Seepage 7)

moO—wnZ

Thedraft congtitution waswritten in accordance with fundamental principles and detailed basic
principlesadopted by over 1000 National Convention delegatesfromall strata. But, inter nal and exter nal
destructiveelements, neo-colonialistsand conser vativescametocriticizeand madedander ousaccusations
againgt the government. The congtitution they want isnot the onethat iswritten in confor mity with the
Myanmar'shistory, background, cultureand character. Their attempt istoenabletheir puppet tocome
topower sideliningthecongtitutionandif it isfor power, they will put thecountryintothehandsof aliens.

Paces 8+9

Strong wind war ning

(Issued at 10:00 am, on 1% March, 2008)

Duringthehot dry Season, beginning from now to May, asday
temperatures rise markedly all over the country, towering clouds are
expected to form and occasional strong winds arelikely at timesin the
afternoon evening over most of thearea. Surfacewind speedsmay reach
(35) to (40) mphand it may al so be accompanied by isolated heavy rain
and hailsin some places.

U Myo MyinT (Law)
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