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Four political objectives

*  Stability of the State, community peace *
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order
National reconsolidation
Emergence of a new enduring State Con-
stitution

*  Buildingof anew moder n developed nation *
in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives

Development of agricultureasthebaseand all-round develop-

ment of other sector sof the economy aswell _
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

Development of the economy inviting participation in terms
of technical know-how and investments from sourcesinside

the country and abroad

Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekept inthe

handsof the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives

* Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

*  Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character
Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

Lt-Gen Kyaw WIin looks into regional
development of Hsipaw Township

Lt-Gen Kyaw Win unveils signboard of tubewell in Hsinkyawt Village of Hsipaw Township. — MNA

NAY Pyi Taw, 29 Feb — Member of the State
Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen Kyaw Win
of the Ministry of Defence, accompanied by Chair-
man of Shan State (North) PDC Commander of
North-East Command Mgj-Gen Aung Than Htut and
officials, viewed condition of Tangyan-Mongyai junc-
tion yesterday morning.

Superintending Engineer U Win Naing re-
ported on laying of gravel on 12-mile section of 29
miles and four furlongs long Pannyu-Hsaungkye-
Mongyai Road.

After hearing the report, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win
gave necessary instructions.

They attended thelaunching ceremony of the
tubewell in Hsinkyawt Village. Hsipaw Township
Development Affairs Committee Executive Officer
U Thant Zin submitted the report on sinking the
tubewell. U Kaung Tai of the local national race

group spoke words of thanks.

The commander and leader of local national
racegroup U Sao LweMoung cut theribbontolaunch
the tubewell. Lt-Gen Kyaw Win unveiled the sign-
board of the new tubewell and opened the taps to-
gether with the commander and U Sao Lwe Moung.

At the hall of the local national race group,
Lt-Gen Kyaw Win met U Sao Lwe Moung and party
and urged them to strive for achieving success in
regional development tasks and the targeted plans.
Next, he presented giftsto U Sao Lwe Moung.

U Sao LweMoung also presented Shantradi-
tional turbans to Lt-Gen Kyaw Win and the com-
mander.

Lt-Gen Kyaw Wininspected Hsinkyawt Sta-
tion Hospital and presented K 500,000 to the medical
funds of the hospital.

Later, he looked into Hsinkyawt Basic Edu-

cation Middle School and gave school uniforms to
teachers. — MNA

Radio play on
2 M arch to hail
Armed Forces Day

Y ANGON, 29 Feb — As agesture of hailing
the 63rd Anniversary Armed Forces Day, the radio
play entitled “Love as the Sun, loving-kindness as
the moon” will be broadcast at 7.15 pm on 2 March
(Sunday).

Actor Moe Yan Zun, Singer May Yu Maw
and staff of Myanma Radio and Television partici-
pated intheplay. Manuscript of the play waswritten

\by Thabyay Nu.— MNA

L et’s steadfastly
mar ch towards
demaocr atic nation

constitution.

Paces 8+9

Studying the State Constitution in brief, a
person canunder standthat it servestheinterests
of the nation and national races many times
more than the 1947 constitution and the 1974

Sal THIHA

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Conserveforestsfor greening and
development of national economy

Forestsareindispensablefor all living
beings to survive. Deforestation often causes
climatechange. Consequently, soil degr adation,
flashfloodsand desertificationarelikely. Hence,
all the global nations are in the process of
drawing forest management plans for the
conservation of forests and wildlife.

Every nation blessed with forests is
producing forest products for domestic use
and export. Thisbeingthecase, natural forests
havedepletedtoacertain extent.Inthisregard,
effortsaretobemadefor ensuringrefor estation.

In Myanmar the Ministry of Forestry
in cooperation with the relevant ministriesis
establishingfor est plantationsand publicfor ests
in different regions.

TheArid Zones Greening Department
enlistingthestrength of thepeopleisextensively
engaged in greening tasks. As a result, forest
plantationsarenowthrivingin13arid districts.
In the meantime, special teak plantations of
NgalikeReserveForestsinNay Pyi Taw Tatkon
Township, special teak plantationsof Minbyin
ReserveForestin Nay Pyi Taw L eweTownship
and special teak plantationsof Yanpe Reserve
Forestsare also thriving.

Asteak growswell in BagoY omaforest
plantations are being established there for
greeningof theregion. TheForest Department
established over 6,000acr esof for est plantations
in 2007-2008 and had distributed over 70,000
saplings to local people so that they can help
establish forest plantations.

Forests are not only a decisive factor
for development of national economy but also
for greening arid zones. Hence, all the local
peoplearetoactively takepart in establishing
mor efor est plantationsand in conser vation of
forests.

S
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Opposethoserelying on external eements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

v

- USDA member s donate blood in Kachin State

Minister Brig-Gen Thein Zaw meeting with departmental officials and townseldersin Sadon,
Kachin State. —MNA

Commander of Northern
Command Mgj-Gen Ohn

Navy Pyi Taw, 29
Feb — Hailing the 63rd

Anniversary Armed| Myint and USDA
Forces Day, members of | Secretariat Member
the Union Solidarity and | Minister for Com-

members of social
organizations and
townelders at town hall of
Sadon and fulfilled their
requirements. And he

Maha Ratthaguru
Bhaddanta Silavamsa
Wuntho Monastery in
Myitkyina and donated
offertories to the

Development Association
made blood donation at
General Hospital in
Myitkyina, Kachin State
on 23 February.

Patron of Kachin

munications, Posts and
Telegraphs Brig-Gen
Thein Zaw viewed the
blood donation and
presented gifts to the
blood donors.

Sayadaw.

Later, theminister
met departmental staff and

visited Sibinthaya market
in Sadon.
MNA

M eeting on production of quality
traditional medicine held

StateUSDA Chairman of
Kachin State Peace and
Development Council

Theminister paid
homageto Sayadaw Agga
Maha Pandita Abhidaja

UMFCCI General Secretary
recelves Japanese guests

Y ANGON, 29 Feb — General Secretary U Sein
Win Hlaing of the Union of Myanmar Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and Industry and Joint-
Secretary-1 Dr Maung Maung L ay and membersof the
Educational Working Committee of the UMFCCI
received Professor Mr Sherman Abe of Hitotusubashi
University of the Y oung Leaders’ Programme (YLP)
of Japanaccompanied by First Secretary of the Japanese
Embassy toMyanmar M sSatoko Toku at thefederation
office, here, on 26 February afternoon.

They cordially discussed matters related to
the Young Leaders’ Programme, Business
Management Course and special scholarship, and
opportunities of cooperation in education sector
between the two countries.— MNA

Meeting of Prof Mr Sherman Abe and
UMFCCI General Secretary U Sein Win
Hlaing and responsible personnel in
progress. — UMFCCI
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Progress of Kyungon Bridge inspected

Navy Pvi Taw, 29 Feb — Public Works of the
Ministry of Construction is building Kyungon Bridge
across Pyamalaw River at mile post 11/1 on Wakema-
Kangyi Road.

On 26 February, Minister for Construction
Maj-Gen Saw Tuninspected progressof theconstruction
task. Engineer in-charge Daw Thein Nu reported on
adjustment between the main cable and the suspension
cables and work to be done. After hearing the reports,
theminister gaveinstructions. Kyungon Bridgeisbeiley
suspension type stretching 420 feet long. Both sides of
approach bridge are 40 feet long each, and the whole
bridge, 500 feet long, is 18-ton loads.

At mile post 11/4, the minister viewed
tarmarking of the road section on Yangon-Pathein
Highway being undertaken by Project Specia Group-
16.— MNA

NAy Pyi Taw, 29 Feb — Jointly organized by
Traditional Medicine Department and Traditional
Medicine Council, Advocacy Meeting on Production
of Quality Assured Traditional Medicine Drug was
held at National Herbal Garden here yesterday.

The meeting was opened with an address by
Deputy Minister for Health Dr Paing Soe.

Director-General of Medical Research
Department (Upper Myanmar) Dr Thein Tun briefed
on“Quality Assured Traditional Medicine Drug” and
Director-General of Myanmar Traditional Medicine
Department Dr Tin Nyunt on “Quality and Good
Agricultural Collection Practice”

Dr Khin Maung Lwin of Fame traditional
medicine production and U Bo Gyi of Yokepyo
traditional medicine production discussed matters
related to good manufacturing pracitice and current
situation in traditional medicine production.

Participants of the meeting also took part in
thediscussion and the meeting ended with concluding
remarks by the director-general of the Traditional
Medicine Department. — MNA
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Hlawga Garden
openson

Peasant Day
YANGON, 29
Feb — Hlawga Garden
opensfrom8amto5pm
on the Peasant Day
whichfalson 2 March.
Regular
opening hours of the
gardenarefrom8amto4
pm daily. — MNA
N
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A 72-carat flawless white diamond worth an
estimated $10 to $12 million is seen in this undated
handout photo released by Sotheby' s Asia to
Reuterson 29 Feb, 2008. —INTERNET
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US senators seek probe
on wartime equipment

WasHINGTON, 29 Feb—US senators asked Defence
Secretary Robert Gates on Wednesday to launch a
broad investigation into Pentagon acquisitions of
wartime equipment, including armoured vehicles,
saying its methods may be putting US troops at risk.

In a letter to Gates, a bipartisan group of four
lawmakers —including the chairmen of the Senate
foreign relationsand intelligence committees— said
Defence Department acquisition practices may not be
working well enough to protect UStroops in Irag and
Afghanistan against the most sophisticated roadside
bombs.

A DefenceDepartment spokesmanhad noimmediate
comment. Theletter wasdated Wednesday and posted
on the website of the public advocacy group, Project
on Government Oversight.

“We urge you to conduct a thorough and com-
prehensive evaluation of all of our wartime acquisition
processes, inal of the servicesand at thejoint level,”
said the letter. —MNA/Reuters

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Canada’s Senate passes
crime bill, election avoided

OtTAawA, 29 Feb—Canada's Senate passed the
Conservative government’s omnibus anti-crime bill
Wednesday, averting an election showdown over the
issue. TheL iberal-dominated upper chamber approved
the legislation just three days before a deadline by
Prime Minister Stephen Harper.

Harper had threatened to call an election if the bill
was not passed by Saturday.

The Senate voted 19-16 for the bill, with most
Conservatives supporting it and many Liberals
abstaining.

Thelegislationincludesfivebillsthat wouldtoughen
mandatory minimum sentencesfor gun-related crimes
and strengthen bail rules for people awaiting trial on
such offenses, among other things.

It passed the House of Commonsin late November.
Harper hadaccusedtheLibera sof intentionally holding
it up in the Senate—MNA/Xinhua

Kenyan town plans protest over

Obama’s Somali

Isioo (Kenya), 29
Feb—Residents of a
remote Kenyantown plan
to demonstrate on Friday
after aphoto of US presi-
dential hopeful Barack
Obama in Somali dress
took centre stage in an
increasingly acrimonious
race for the White House.

The picture, which
appeared onaUSwebsite,
showedthe IllinoisSenator
donningatraditional white
headdressandraobes during

a 2006 trip to Wajir in
northeastern Kenya.

Aidesto Obama, whose
latefatherwasfromKenya,
accused hisriva Hillary
Clinton’ scampaignof “the
most shameful, offensive
fear-mongering” of the
election season sofar after
the picture was published.

Clinton’s camp denied
officially approving the
photo’ s release.

Obama has fought a
whispering campaign by

nhoto

fringe elements that say
erroneously that he is
Muslim.

The controversy made
headlinesinKenya, where
many people already
support the Democratic
front-runner intheway the
Irish idolizedUSPresident
John F Kennedy in the
1960s—as one of their
own who succeeded

Britain’s Prince Harry .—INTERNET

British says Prince Harry
deployed in Afghanistan

remain there. Harryy, thirdinlineto the
British throne, was sent to Afghanistan
with his regiment in December.

The 23-year-old was due to be sent to
Iraq but those plans were scrapped in
May. Hisdeploymentwascancel led after
itwasdecided it would betoo dangerous
for the second son of Prince Charlesand
the late Princess Diana.

Militant groups threated to kidnap or
kill him after it wasmadeknownthat his
regiment could be deployed to Iraqg.

beyond their wildest
dreams.
MNA/Reuters

Fireman dead, 40 injured in gas
blast in French city of Lyon

View of the site where a gas explosion occurred
during road maintenance rocking the city centre
of Lyon.—INTERNET

Paris, 29 Feb—AnN
explosion caused by agas
leak rockedtheFrenchcity
of Lyon on Thursday,
killing a firefighter and
injuring 40 people, one of
themserioudy, policesaid.

Some 160 firefighters
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were dispatched to the
scene on the Cours
L afayette shopping street
intheheart of Lyonwhere
the blast occurred around
midday during main-
tenance work on an
underground gas pipe.

Lonpon, 28 Feb—Prince Harry has
been serving with the British Army in
Afghanistan for 2-1/2 months, the
Defence Ministry said on Thursday,

Following leaks in the international
media about his deployment, officials
are now reviewing whether he should

The Ministry of Defence determined
he could be deployed to Afghanistan if
his presence there was not reported. For
the past 10 weeks, British and
international media have maintanined
an embargo on reporting his activies.

MNA/Reuters

Fire engulfed several
buildings in the centre of
France sthird biggest city
and policeevacuated close
to 1,000 people from the
area. A 35-year-old fire-
fighter and father of two
children who was investi-
gatingaleak of gasintothe
basement of abuildingwas
killed in the blast, said
Lyon Mayor Gerard
Colomb. Interior Minister
MicheleAlliot-Marie,who
travelled immediately to
the scene, told reporters
that lax security waspartly
toblame. Shesaid shewas
sorry that “all the security
procedures were not
sufficiently taken into
account” and pledged to
find ways to boost
safeguards for gas main-
tenance work.—Internet

7/29/18, 01:47 PM

A gallery assistant looks at a painting in London. A contemporary art auction
raised 95 million pounds (125 million euros, 188 million dollars) on 27 Feb,
in London, the highest total for such a sale in Europe, auction house

Sotheby' s said.—INTERNET
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This photo taken on 28 February shows portarits of Russian presidential
candidate Dmitry Medvedev and President Vladimir Putin.

XINHUA

Lonpon, 28 Feb— A
leading British expert has
warned that arobot arms
race is underway as
governments around the
world are rushing to
develop military robots
capable of killing auto-
nomously without con-
sidering the legal and
moral implications.

Noel Sharkey of
Sheffield University,
Britain, gave the warn-
ing before a one-day

conference in London on
Wednesday, according to
New Scientist.

Over 4,000 semi-
autonomous robots are
aready deployed by the
United States in lIraq,
and other countries
including several Euro-
pean nations as well as
Canada, South Korea,
South Africa, Singapore
and Israel are developing
similar technologies,
according to the expert.

British expert warns of
robot armsrace

The US Department of
Defence published in last
December an Unmanned
systems roadmap” pro-
posing to spend about four
billionUSdollarsby 2010
on robotic weapons.

Sharkey saidhebecame
“really scared” after
researching plans out-
lined by theUnited States
and other nations to
roboticize their military
forces.

Xinhua

Fivekilled in
Tennessee shooting

WasHINGTON, 28 Feb—A young gunman fatally
shot  four people before committing suicide in an
apartment building in Bristol, Tennessee on
Wednesday afternoon, police said.

Bristol policechief BlaineWadesaid theshooting,
whichtook placeintheEdgemont Towersapartment
complex in Bristol, is thought to be “domestic-
violence related”.

The gunman and avictim died at the scene while
three others were seriously wounded and died in
hospital later. The victims have not been identified.

Xinhua

Bomb attack kills onetrooper,
injuresfour in Thai south

BaNckok, 28 Feb—A paramilitary trooper was
killed andfour otherswereinjured when insurgents
detonated a bomb to ambush them in Thailand’s
southernmost province of Yala on Wednesday
afternoon.

The five troopers were patrolling by a military
vehiclein JarosipohVillageof Y ala skrongPenang
District when the insurgents ambushed them by a
roadside bomb soon after noon, local news network
The Nation reported.

The insurgents also opened fire at them after
detonating the homemade bomb but a company of
border patrol police, who were stationed nearby,
moved in to rescue them immediately, prompting
the insurgents to retreat.—Xinhua

Colombia’'sFARC
releases four hostages

Caracas, 28 Feb—The Revolutionary Armed
Forcesof Columbia(FARC) handedfour hostageson
Wednesday toamission of Venezuela sGovernment
and the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) in a spot of Colombia’sjungle.

Theinternational mission’ shelicopter received on
Wednesday Gloria Polanco de Losada, Luis Eladio
Perez, Orlando Beltran and Jorge Gechem.

The FARC handed over the four Colombian
politicians to Venezuelan Justice Minister Ramon
Rodriguez.

Pakistan, I ndia swap
over 3,000 prisoners

IsLamaBAD, 28 Feb— Pakistan has released 2,657
Indian prisoners while India has freed 827 Pakistani
prisoners since 2003, Pakistan's Foreign Office
spokesman Muhammad Sadiq said on Wednesday.
Speaking at the weekly news briefing here, Sadiq said
that both countries had been making efforts to swap
prisoners through ajoint judicial committee.

Sadiq disclosed that there were still 500 Indian
nationals under arrest in Pakistan and 450 Pakistani
peoplein custody in India

Thefirst meeting of the Pakistan-Indiajoint Judicial
Committee on Prisoners was held in New Delhi on
Tuesday, the Foreign Office said in a statement on
Wednesday. The Committee recommended to the two
governmentsthat aconsolidated list withfull particulars
and their present status of nationalsin each other’ sjails
should beexchanged on 31 March, 2008. Accordingto
an agreement between the two governments, the
fishermen in custody whose nationality status has been
confirmed should be released and in remaining cases,
consular access should be provided to them by 31
March, 2008, according to the statement.—Xinhua

A reseacher discovers parts of the fossilised
skeleton poking out of the side on an island in the
Arctic.—XINHUA

Xi nhua)
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A turquoise encrusted mask is displayed during a
media preview of the “Isis and the feathered
serpent” exhibition at Mexico City's National
Museum of Anthrology and History on 27 Feb,
2008.—XINHUA

7/29/18, 01:47 PM

[AII items from Xinhua News Agency]

China allocates 1.6b yuan
for farmer training

BElinG, 28 Feb—China' s Ministry of Finance and
Ministry of Agriculture(MOA) will allocate1.6billion
yuan (about 223.8 million US dollars) for two farmer
training programmes.

One is designed to improve farmers anti-disaster
abilities and production skills right before the spring
plough, said the MOA here on Tuesday. The other is
to provide professional training for farmers who want
to become migrant workers.

Todate, drought and snow have affected about 22.9
million hectares of the country’s arable land, more
thanone-sixthof the total, accordingtoofficial figures.

About 33,000 villages in 670 counties, which
accounts for about one-third of the total, will each
receive 15,000 yuan in training subsidies, the MOA
said. Thevillagesaremajor producebases, disaster-hit
areas or poor and remote places.

The programme for migrant workers plansto train
3.5 million farmers this year with a subsidy of 314
yuan each, according to the ministry.—Xinhua



L’Oreal China sales
up 30% to 523m euro
in 2007

SHANGHAI, 28 Feb—
French cosmetics maker
L’Oreal on Tuesday
reported its China sales
rose 30 per cent to 523
million euros (777.4 US
million dollars) in 2007,
the seventh consecutive
year of double-digit
growth.

The rapid increase
pushed L’Oreal’s global
sales up eight per cent to
17.1billioneuroslastyear.
In Asig, its salesrose 14
per cent to 1.6 billion
euros.

“Compared with the
mature European and

American markets,
Chinesepeoplehavespent
much less on cosmetics
every year,” said L’ Oreal
China President Paolo
Gasparrini. “The great
market potential herewill
make China the biggest
market of L'Ored in the
future.” L’Orea entered
the Chinese Mainland
market in 1996 and itshas
since become one of its
top-10 markets globally.
Currently, 14 of its 19
globa brands, as well as
two local brands, are on
the domestic market.
Xinhua

Malaysia’s new vehicle sales
up 31% in January
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BMW plans
further massive
job cuts

BerLIN, 29 Feb— German carmaker BMW said
Wednesday that it will cut another 5,600 jobs as part
of its broad restructuring plan to cut expenses and
boost profits, local media reported.

The Munich-based company, one of the world's
leading luxury carmaker said it will slash 5,600 jobs
by theend of 2008, bring thetotal of job cutsto 8,100.

It hasalready eliminated 2,500 positionslast year.

According to BMW'’s head of personnel Ernst
Baumann, thelatest planedjob cutsinclude2,500full-
timeworkers, 2,500temporary workers, aswell as600
positions in BMW's international  distribution
networks.

BMW'’s sales in 2007 rose by 14.3 per cent to 56
billion euros, but the company’s pre-tax return on
salesisstill lagging behind other luxury car groups,
said areport by German news agency DPA.

The rising euro, which for the first time broke the
1.50-dollar mark on Wednesday, has been making it
harder for the company to export cars to markets
outside of the 15-nation euro zone, analysts say.

MNA/Xinhua

Small handmade figurines, called “ Martisor”, are
displayed at the Romanian Peasant’s Museum
during the “Martisor Fair” in Bucharest on
28 Feb, 2008. —XINHUA

KuaLA LumPuRr, 29 Feb— Malaysia' s new vehicle
salesrose 31 per cent year-on-year in January but are
expected to slow in February, Malaysian Automative
Association (AAA) has said.

Salesvolumefor January grew to 45,828 unitsfrom
35,047 unitsin the same month in 2007, AAA said in
its monthly sales and production data released on
Wednesday.

“Salesfor February 2008 are expected to be lower
than in January because of a shorter working period,”
theNew StraitsTimes Thursday quoted AAA assaying.

Thenumber for February thisyear, however, should
be better than that in the same month in 2007, which
stood at 31,284 units, AAA said. —MNA/Xinhua

Indonesia eyes sugar production
at 2.8m tonsin 2008

JAKARTA, 29 Feb— Indonesia’ ssugar productionis
expected to grow to between 2.7 milliontonsand 2.79
million tons this year from 2.44 million tons in 2007,
the industry association said Wednesday .

The growth target is based on estimated sugarcane
output of 36.3 million tons from 433,000 hectares of
plantation across the country, according to the
Indonesian Sugar Experts Association ( Ikagi).

“Wehopethat productivity insugarcaneplantations
canreach 6.44 tons per hectarein 2008,” | kagi Deputy
Secretary General Adig Suwandi was quoted by the
national Antaranewsagency assaying.—MNA/Xinhua

Boats are on display at the Samira Mumbai | nternational Boat Show
on 28 Feb, 2008. The three-day show, which begins on Friday, will showcase
international brands from the leisure boating industry.—INTERNET
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Tourists from China
visit the Sun Moon
Lakein Nantou
County.

XINHUA

China’sABC sees 2007
surgein intermediate

business

Beling, 28 Feb— The Agricultural Bank of China
(ABC) saidonWednesday that itsintermediatebusiness
rose 64 per cent last year to 25.3 billion yuan (about
3.54 billion US dallars).

The surge was largely driven by commissions for
the sale of such finance products as funds, the bank
announced here.

Commission revenues jumped 209 per cent year-

” | on-year in 2007 thanksto the booming capital market,

ABCsaid. Traditional intermediatebusiness, including
banking card, transaction and insurance sales, surged
22 per cent year-on-year to 13.7 billion yuan. Thebank
did not disclose total revenues.

However, ABC's intermediate business income
accounted for only about 21 per cent of the big four
statecommercial banks total, sourcessaid. ABCisthe
only non-listed bank among the big four, whose other
members are the China Construction Bank, the
Industrial and Commercial Bank of China and the
Bank of China. —MNA/Xinhua

7/29/18, 01:47 PM

UAE airline
tolaunch
flightsto
Almaty,

M oscow

Asu DHaBI, 29 Feb —
Etihad Airways, the
national airline of the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE), will launchflights
to Kazakhstan's Almaty
and Russian capital
Moscow in 2008, local
newspaper Gulf News
reported on Thursday.

Etihad will continue
expanding its network in
2008 after launching nine
new routes last year, the
airline’'s CEO James
Hogan was quoted as
saying.

“We look forward to
launching services to
Beijingattheendof March
—ourfirstrouteinChina,”
he said.

“Thiswill befollowed
laterintheyear by Almaty
and Moscow,” he added.

Besides, theairlinehas
obtained rights to fly to
another four Indian cities
—Jaipur, Chennai, Kol-
kata and Kozhikode, in
addition to four existing
routes—Kochi, Thiruv-
ananthapuram, Mumbai
and Delhi. —MNA/Xinhua
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Homes are surrounded by floodwaters due to heavy rainsin Guayas
Province, Ecuador, on 28 Feb, 2008. Ecuador’s President Rafael Correa said
that 25 percent of the country’ sterritory is flooded.—XinHuA

Olmert saysstill timeto prevent

Tokyo, 28 Feb—
Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert said on
Wednesday it was not
inevitablethat Iran would
produce a nuclear bomb
—agoal Iransaysitisnot
trying to achieve.

“I think thereistime,”
said Olmert when asked
by reporters if Iran could
bestoppedfromachieving
nuclear weapons capabi-
lity. “The time is not
unlimited but it isdefined

| ranian bomb

by more than months.”

Olmert, who ends a
four day visit to Japan on
Thursday, made the
comments a day after
Israel’s military intelli-
gence chief told aparlia-
mentary committee in
Jerusalem that Iran could
have anuclear option by
2010.

Israel, widely believed
to have the only nuclear
arsena in theMiddleEast,
has said a nuclear Iran

would be a threat to its
existence and called for
tougher international
sanctions to Press the
Islamic Republic to halt
uranium enrichment.
Olmert saidthat heand
Japanese Prime Minister
Y asuo Fukuda discussed
the issue of Iran “in all
of its manifestations,
including all of its
connections with North
Korea’.
MNA/Reuters

Larijani sayslran’s
nuclear issuein final stage

TEHERAN, 28 Feb—
Iran’ sformer chief nuclear
negotiator Ali Larijani
said on Wednesday that
Iran’s nuclear issue isin
its final stage and the
recent UN nuclear watch-
dog report has removed
its ambiguities, Iran’s
Student News Agency
(ISNA) reported.

The report by Inter-
national Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) chief
Mohamed ElBaradei

disarmed the Westerners
and put an end to their
excuses, said Larijani,
whoisnow representative
of the supreme leader to
the Supreme National
Security Council.

The IAEA said last
Friday that Iran had
clarified the majority of
open issues in its nuclear
programmes, but it was
still unable togive a
definite verdict on
Teheran's nuclear ambi-

tionsasthe progressisnot
enough.

“We should wait for
severe reactions from the
west but itisadvisablefor
themtoavoid amateur acts
and adopt their intellect,”
hesaid. “If thewesterners
suppose that Iranians, in
the face of threats, will
give up our peaceful
nuclear programme, they
aremakingabigmistake,”
Larijani said.

MNA/Xinhua

Heathrow protesters scale House of

Lonpon, 28 Feb—
Three men and two wo-
menclimbed ontotheHo-
use of Commons roof on
Wednesday and unfurled
banners protestng at plans
to expand Heathrow
Airport.

The demonstration by
the*Plane Stupid” group
coincidedwith theend of
a public consultation
process on proposals to
build a third runway at

Commons roof

theworld’ sbusiest inter-
national airport.
Thegroupevadedtight
security to reach the roof
and hang banners down
the side of the building.
One read “No Third
Runway”, the other
“BAA HQ,” referring to
the Briti-sh Airports
Authority which owns
Heathrow and which
protesterssay isinleague
with the government.

“This major breach of
security is over-shado-
wed by Gordon Brown’s
breach of climatesecurity
with these expansion
plans,” Plane Stupid
spokesman Malcolm
Carroll said.

“It showsthe serious-
ness with which we treat
these plans and the kind
of direct action we are
prepared to take.”

MNA/Reuters

A model of a space shuttle standsin the lobby at
the Mangyongdae Schoolchildren’s Palacein
Pyongyang, North Korea on 27 Feb 2008.
INTERNET

Rice voices deep regret for
Okinawa rape case

Tokvo, 28 Feb — US
Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice voiced
deepregret onWednesday
foraUS Marine' salleged
rape of a 14-year-old
Japanese girl, acase that
has sparked outrage and
officia condemnation in
Japan.

“Wejust regret deeply

[ New-born baby girl of
Bhuri Kalbi, 33, lies
inside a hospital in
the western Indian

city of Ahmedabad on
28 Feb, 2008. The
baby girl survived an
ignoble birth after
slipping down the
toilet bowl of a
moving train onto the
trackswhen a
pregnant woman
unexpectedly gave
birth whilerelieving
herself on Tuesday.
INTERNET
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that this happened,” Rice
told reporters at the start
of aone-day trip to Japan.
“(It) is very hard to see
somethinglikethishappen
and it's especidly hard
because it involves a
young girl.” A 38-year-
old Marine, Tyrone
Hadnott, hasbeenarrested
on suspicion of rapingthe
girl in a car on Okinawa
island, where the bulk of
the 50,000 US troops in
Japan are based. Police
have said he denied rape
but admitted forcing her
to kisshim.

The incident has
revived bitter memoriesof
the rape of a 12-year-old
schoolgirl onthesouthern
Japanese idand in 1995,
which sparked huge
protests against US bases
and raised doubts about
the bilateral security
aliance.

MNA/Reuters

Afghan
minister
survives

rocket attack,
ambush

KasuL, 28 Feb —
Afghanistan’s Interior
Minister survivedarocket
and small arms ambush
by suspected Taleban
insurgents to the east of
the capital Kabul on
Wednesday, a ministry
official said.

Interior Minister Zarar
Ahmad Moqgbel was
travelling through the
Tangi Abrishim area of
Laghman Province when
the attackers opened fire
onhisconvoywithasingle
rocket, then followed up
withavolley of small arms
fire, the official said.

The minister’s guards
returnedfire, but therewas
no news of any casualties
intheexchangeandit was
not clear if the attackers
knew hewasintheconvoy,
said the official, who
declined to be named.

MNA/Reuters



Tendersinvited to offer gold

foils to Shwezigon Pagoda

YaNcGoN, 28 Feb —The gold foils will be
offeredtothe Shwezigon Pagodain NyaungU, NyaungU
District, Mandalay Division. Those wishing to present
tendersfor supplyinggoldfoilsaretosubmit application
form together with a 2 by 2 gold foil sample to the
pagoda board of trustees not later than 15 March. For
moreinformation please contact Office of the board of
trustees Ph: 060 60825. — MNA

Course for Theravada Buddhist

missionaries concludes

Y ANGON, 29 Kyi, Pro-rector (Admin)
Feb—TrainingCourseNo | of International Theravada
18for TheravadaBuddhist | Buddhist Missionary
missionary monks and | University presented gifts
Basic Training CourseNo | to course instructors.
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Collection of articles by
U Than Tun (Shwebo)

MRCS holds 62nd Central
Council meeting

10 on health care through
traditional medicines
organized by Department
for Promotion and
Propagation of the Sasana
concluded at State
Pariyatti Sasana
University (Yangon) on
KabaAye Hill here this
afternoon.

First, the con-

The course was
attended by 23 members
of the Sangha.

After the cere-
mony, well-wishers
presented traditional
medicines and offertories
to the Sayadaws and
members of the Sangha.

MNA

New Daewoo brand

gregationreceivedtheFive

Precepts from Vice- | electronics displayed
Chairman of State Sangha

Maha Nayaka Committee at ceremony to

introduce them at
Inya Lake Hotel.
MNA

Presiding Sayadaw of
Dhammikarama Kyaikpi
Monastery of Yankin
Township Agga Maha
Pandita Agga Maha
Saddhammagjotika Dhaja
Bhaddanta Gunosana and
Chairman of Theravada
Buddhist Missionary
Ovadacariya Society
Abhidhagja Maha Ratha
Guru Bhaddanta
Kundalabhivamsa gave
Ovadakatha.

Next Minister for
Religious Affairs Brig-
Gen ThuraMyint Maung
supplicated on religious
affairs and presented
offertoriesto members of
the Sangha.

After that,
Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Kundalabhi-vamsa
presented completion
certificates to trainee
monks.

Later, Dr Myint

Nay Pyi Taw, 29 Feb—The Sixty-second
Central Council meeting of Myanmar Red CrossSoci ety
was held at the Ministry of Health, here this morning.

On behalf of the Minister for Health, Deputy
Minister Dr Mya Oo gave an opening speech and
chairman of MRCSDr ThaHlaShwealso spokeonthe
occasion.

Executive Director of MRCS U Khin Maung
Hlareported on implementation of thetasksregarding
theresol utionspassed at the61st meeting and presented
the report to be submitted to the 62nd central council
meeting. The executive members of MRCS, the
chairman of State/Division Red Cross Supervisory
Committee, heads of State/Division Health
Departments and heads of state/division policeforces
reported on implementation of the tasksin respective
sectors. Later, Chairman of MRCS Dr Tha Hla Shwe
made a concluding remark. —MNA

in circulation

Y ANGON, 29 Feb — A collection of articles
written by U Than Tun (Shwebo) comes out today.

The book entitled “Beautiful Myanmar and
other articles’ includes 38 colourful articles which
were covered in Do KyeywaJournal andisavailable
at Offices of Information and Public Relations
Department in states, districts and townships and at
the book shop of Sarpay Beikman in Y angon. Unit
priceis K 800.

Thebookispublishedwiththeaimof flourishing
patriotic spirit and national spirit and disseminating
genera knowledge among the people. — MNA

Managing Director

Fire breaks out in Chanaye Thazan
Township, Mandalay

U Kyaw Kyaw Hlaing

Y ANGON, 29 Feb—A fire broke
out at a boarding house between 32nd
Street and 33rd StreetinMyetshinWard,
Chanaye Thazan Township, Mandalay
at 9.50 am yesterday.

Soon after the fire started,
altogether 32 fire engines with 300
firemen arrived at the sceneand tried to
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extinguish the fire which was put under
control at 10.15 am.

The fire which started from the
burning of a voltage regulator engulfed
four buildings and injured two members
of auxiliary fire brigade. The injured
were admitted to Mandalay General
Hospital for medical treatment.—MNA

extends greetings at
ceremony to introduce
Daewoo brand
electronic products at
Inya Lake Hotel.

MNA

7/29/18, 01:47 PM

New Daewoo brand
electronics introduced

Y ANGON, 29 Feb—
OK Myanmar Co Ltd
introduced new Daewoo
brand electronics at the
Inya Lake Hotel, here,
this evening.

Managing-Director U
Kyaw Kyaw Hlaing
extended greetings and
member of the Board of
Directors U Zaw Weik
elaborated upon the new

Daewoo brand
electronics and service
guarantee.

The engineers and
the sales staff
demonstrated Side by
Side refrigerators. R-600
gas, which is
environmentally-friendly
is employed for the
refrigerators.

The refrigerators are
widely used al over the
world.

Purchasers  may
contact OK Myanmar Co
Ltd, head office No 163
on Bo Aung Kyaw
Street, Ph- 377627,
392986, 392997 and sale
centres of the company,
Daewoo Showroom No
175 on Bo Aung Kyaw
Street, Ph-256947, HQ |
Showroom No 124 on
Maha Bandoola Park
Street, Ph-376997, HQ I
Showroom No 201/203
on Pansodan Street Ph-
241077, Nay Pyi Taw
Showroom No 156 in
Thiri Mingalar Modern
Market, Ph-067-420813,
Mandal ay Daewoo
Showroom No 135 on
84th Street between 30th
and 31st Streets, Ph 02-
31582. Those interested
in the items may contact
OK Myanmar Service at
the corner of Aungthabye
street and Padauk street
backward of Yuzana
Plaza in Mingala
Taungnyunt Township,
Ph- 299401, 298491, 09-
99-26582.— MNA
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L et’s steadfastly march towards democratic nation

In 2008, Myanmar peoplewill haveto make an
important choiceof transformingthenationfromthe
old system into anew one. Now, Myanmar ison the
turning point, soitisrequired of the peopleto make
acorrect choicefor speedy transition to democracy.

Thegover nment issued Announcement No 2/
2008 on 9 February, which said, “..., it is most
appropriate to transform the administration of
Tatmadaw intodemocr aticadministration of the
people. Thus,inaccor dancewiththeforthcoming
State Constitution, the multi-party democracy
general electionswill be held in 2010".

It also announced, “Hence, in accordance
with thefourth step of the seven-step Road M ap,
which was announced in August 2003, the
approval of the Constitution draft will be sought
in a National Referendum to be held in May
2008".

The people with constructive attitude living
at home and abroad especially welcomed the
announcements with pleasure. The people are
pleased with the news as the nation will soon be
transformed into a new onethat will bebased on
theUnion system, will guar anteethe multi-party
democracy system and will practise the market
economy.

Unlikethem, certain personsare not happy with
the announcements, as evidenced by the broadcasts
of some foreign radio stations.

Throughout the course of Myanmar’s political
world, agitators have been making accusations
variously to mislead the international community
into misunderstanding the nation. One of them is
that the government is paving the way for the
domination of Bamar peoplewith chauvinist attitude
and ignoring the rights of national races.

For the persons who do not weigh the past
incidents, the accusations seem correct. All those

who had first-hand experiences and those who are
knowledgeable about the colonialists’ nature
understand well that the accusations are part of the
divide-and-ruletactic the colonialists applied to rule
Myanmar for more than 100 years.

To be ableto surmount the part of the divide-and-
rule tactic, Panglong Conference was thus held in
1947, and the 1947 constitution wasdrafted in hasteto
regain independence as soon as possible. In
consequence, the peopleof national racesfell victimto
over-40-year internal armed insurgency of those
nationals with different political views.

In the meantime, there emerged neo-colonialists
plan to eliminate Communist countries. Indochina
Peninsular saw several localized wars. Myanmar also
sufferedtheeffectsof the Cold War. Somemembersof
feudal lineagewithlocalismandracismweresnaredin
the deception of regional military groups.

In 1962, there were strong demands for federa
system made through clandestine scheme to secede
fromtheUnionandthenjoin SEATO. At that time, the
Union cameto stand on the edge of abyss dueto the
political bargainintheruling party. Then, Myanmar
had to pass through the period of the Myanmar
Socialist Programme Party.

Anyhow, theentirepeopleremained standing
firmly on the side of ensuring non-disintegration
of the Union and perpetuation of sovereignty.
The Tatmadaw standing firmly by the people
repulsed all the dangers of the Union at risk to
lives of its members. Then, the Tatmadaw has
been equipped strongly with Union Spirit and
nationalistic spirit.

After taking responsibilities for political
transformation under the bounden duty in 1988,
the Tatmadaw gave priority to national
reconsolidation, as evidenced by Announcement
No 1/90 it issued on 27 July 1990.

The three sovereign powers—Iegidative,
executiveand judicial power s—arebestowed
even upon small ethnic groups. At thecentral
level, the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw madeup of the
Amyotha Hluttaw and the Pyithu Hluttaw
will exercisethelegidativepower of theUnion.

%

~ Sai Thiha

Theannouncement said, “ Today, Myanmar

has a large number of national races with
political awareness, soitisparticularly needed
to draw an enduring constitution ascertaining
their stances’. That indicated the faithfulness
of the Tatmadaw and the government to
national races.

TheTatmadaw did asit pledged. Since 1989,
it has striven hard in building internal peace to
regain national unity or national r econsolidation.
Pondering the Tatmadaw’s benevolent attitude
and practical performances, 17 major national
racear med groupsand many small onesr etur ned
to the legal fold and participated in building
peace.

The national race peace groups included armed
groups of different national races that broke away
from the Burma Communist Party (BCP), SSA,
PNO and PSLA from Shan State, KIA and KDA
from Kachin State, KNPP and Ka-La-La-Ta from
Kayah State, and DKBA and KNU/KNLA from
Kayin State.

Even MTA with morethan 10,000 tr oopsled
by U Khun Sa, who once declared independent
Shan State due to the wedge driven by the
colonialists, entered thelegal fold and exchanged
arms unconditionally for peace. Myanmar
managed to persuade nearly 100,000 armed
insurgents to give up armed opposition in six
years, thus reflecting strong national solidarity.
Therehasbeen nosimilar incidentin such ashort
period in theworld.

Itiscommon knowledgethat it isvery difficult
to change the political policy and opinion of an
individual. It is apparently clear that the peace
built between many national race armed groups
that had risen against successive gover nmentsfor
over 40 yearsand the Tatmadaw islargely dueto
their belief that the Tatmadaw government is
sincer ely in per petual serviceof thenational races.

S0, representativesfrom the national race peace
groupswereincludedintheDelegate Group of Other
Invited Personsandthey, based ontrust, attended the
National Convention, the first step of the State's
seven-step Road Map. They took part in the cordial
and frank discussions with other delegates to lay
down the fundamental principlesand detailed basic
principlesthat can guaranteetheaffairsof the Union
and national races.

(See page 9)
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L et’s steadfastly march towards democratic nation

(from page 8)

The State Constitution wasdrafted, based on the
fundamental principlesand detailed basic principles.
S0, they know best that the adopted principles of the
State Constitution bestow the rights upon national
races democratically. All those who study the
fundamental principles and detailed basic
principles with uprightness are well convinced
that the upcoming State constitution guar antees
therightsof national races best according to the
prevailing situation of the nation and the people.

Studying the State Constitution in brief, a
person can under stand that it servestheinterests
of thenation and national racesmany timesmore
than the 1947 constitution and the 1974
constitution.

The three sovereign powers—legislative,
executive and judicial powers— are bestowed
even upon small ethnic groups. At the central
level, the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw made up of the
Amyotha Hluttaw and the Pyithu Hluttaw will
exer cise the legislative power of the Union.

Respective hluttaws will be composed of
representatives of the Pyithu Hluttaw representing
the people from the constituencies concerned and of
equal number of representatives of the Amyotha
Hluttaw from sevenregionsand sevenstates. Various
national races are among local people in various
townships. The Pyithu Hluttaw representatives will
be from respective constituencies, and so there will
benational racerepresentativestothePyithuHluttaw.

Therefore, it is noticed that respective hluttaws
guarantee the rights of national races equally.
Moreover, Region and State hluttawswill beformed
and they will have the legidative power. Under the
1947 constitution, the parliament was made up of
two chambers and only Kachin State, Kayah State,
Kayin State and Shan State councils had theright to
exercise legidative powers but Specia Division of
the Chins had no legislative power. The 1974
constitution prescribed seven states, but they had no
hluttaws that could practise legidlative power. So, it
canbededucedfromthesepointsthat theforthcoming
State constitution will give equal rights without any
discrimination against or in favour of a particular
national race.

Furthermore, thereisabetter righttoforma self-
administered division and five self-administered
zones, which will be vested with power to practise
legidative power and self-administration. And the
National Convention prescribes a detailed basic
principlethat every national race that does not have

~ Sai Thiha

of their lineage.

-

Myanmar hasstood for over 1000 years. Except in the
colonialist period and the parliamentary democracy
period, Myanmar hasbuilt national solidarity. Throughout
thecourseof thehistory, variousnational raceshavelived
together without conflictson theaffair sof national races,
sharing joys and sorrows. The people notice that the
alleged practicesof chauvinism areindeed theopinionsof
colonialists and neo-colonialists and the excuses of those
who rely on external elementsrather than on the people

/

self-administration with apopulation of at least 10,000
may havelegidative power by representingintheself-
administered division or self-administered zones.

With respect to the sharing of executive power, the
Union government will be formed at the central level.
Thereisno regtriction on national racesin electing the
head of the Union government or the President of the
State. The three groups from the Pyidaungsu HIuttaw
for electing the President will haveto elect and appoint
anominee each for the presidential position. Thethree
groups are the group formed with Pyithu Hluttaw
representatives, thegroupformedwith AmyothaH|uttaw
representatives, and Tatmadaw member representatives.

The Pyidaungsu HIuttaw will have to appoint one
of the three candidates as the President, and the
remaining two will become Vice-Presidents. So, the
President and Vice-Presidentswill be the onesamong
the people of national races of the Union and they will
beel ected by hluttaw representatives. Thus, theprocess
of electingthe Head of Stateisfreefrom attachment to
aparticular party, localism, and racism.

The executive power is vested in the Union
government, and therewill be respective governments
that will be vested with the power to exercise the
executive power Region- and State-wise. So, any of
the representatives of national races elected Region-
and State-wise will havetheright to exerciseexecutive
powersintherespectiveregion and stategovernments.

There is no restrictions on nationa races in
appointing ministers of the Union government and
Region/State governments. So, every citizen (every
national race) with set qualifications for a hluttaw
member will have opportunity to becomeaminister or
deputy minister. The process of sharing the judicial
power isthe same. So, | wonder why they are making
such accusations against Myanmar.

The real intention of the accusations is none
other than the plot to push the nation and the people
into an abyss conspired in collusion by those who
want their party to come to power and manipulate
Myanmar sovereign power, and elements who are
anxious with racism to brake up the Union.

Myanmar has stood for over 1000 years.
Except in the colonialist period and the
parliamentary democracy period, Myanmar has
built national solidarity. Throughout the cour se
of the history, various national races have lived
together without conflictson theaffair sof national
races, sharingjoysand sorrows. Thepeoplenotice
that thealleged practicesof chauvinism ar eindeed
the opinions of colonialists and neo-colonialists
and the excuses of those who rely on external
elementsrather than onthepeopleof their lineage.

In the present time, indispensable is the
process for laying a foundation for a new
constitution that can guarantee Union system,
multi-party democracy system, and market
economy. So, the future nation will have to be
built through Union Spirit of thepeopleof national
races. I nternal and exter nal destructiveelements
trying to suppress Union Spirit have come into
shape as common enemy of the Union and the
entire people.

Thepeopleareconvincedthatin 2008 adefining
momentisgoingtofall for themtomakeanimportant
choice for a new system. Now, the nation and the
people are at an important junction. So, the people
are urged to overcome all forms of wedges and
continue to pursue the goal steadfastly to help
transform the nation into a democratic one.

Trandation: MS
Myanma Alin, Kyemon: 29-2-08
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Lt-Gen Aung Htwe attends
opening of 16th Defence Services ...

(from page 16)
committee and subcommittees, members of the panel
of judges, contesting military bands and guests.

First, the military bands led by the parade
adjutant took the designated positions.

Lt-Gen Aung Htwe on the daistook the salute
of the military bands and saluted the State Flag. They
also paid tribute to the fallen Tatmadawmen. After-
wards, members of the bands recited four oaths.

Next, Chairman of theL eading CommitteeL t-
Gen Aung Htwe delivered an address.

After taking the salute of the military bands,
Lt-Gen Aung Htwe left the dais.

The State Military Band demonstrated the
skills. Lt-Gen Aung Htwe presented cash rewards to
the band. — MNA

Military Band
Competition starts

Nay Pyi Taw, 29 Feb — The 16th Defence
Services (Army, Navy and Air) Military Band
Competition to mark the 63rd Anniversary Armed
Forces Day 2008 commenced at the parade ground
(Thittat), here, at 5 pm today.

Chairman of the Organizing Committee for
the Competition Vice Adjutant-General Mgj-Gen Hla
Shwe, senior military officers of the Ministry of
Defence, members of the panel of judges, servicemen
and military bands were present.

The military band representing Yangon
Command, the military band company No 1
representing North-East Command and the military
band representing No 44 Light Infantry Division took
part in the competition.

The Military Band Competition continues
tomorrow. —MNA

Transport Minister meets Korean guests

NAY Pyvi Taw, 29
Feb— Minister for
TransportMaj-GenThein
Swe met with Korean
delegation led by
President Mr LeeByoung
Hwa of International
Agricultural Develop-
ment Institute(IADI) from
theRepublicof Koreaand
President (CTO) Mr Lee
Sung Min of Saman
Corporation at his office
here yesterday morning.

Also present on
theoccasionwere Deputy
Minister Col Nyan Tun

Minister Maj-Gen Thein Swe receives delegation led by President of
|ADI Mr Lee Byoung Hwa and Mr Lee Sung Min of Saman

Corporation. — MNA

Aung, departmental
heads and officials

meeting, they discussed

concerned. At the | bilateral cooperation on | between Myanmar and

flight services and ports ‘ Korea—MNA

Rumour about deaths of three studentsin
Yadanabon Market fireuntrue

YaNGoN, 29 Feb — Foreign broadcasting
stations and the Internet spread rumour among the
civiliansof Mandalay that twofemal estudentsand one
male student died after they had been stranded in an
elevator inthefirethat started at Shop No 261, ground
floor of Yadanabon Market in Chanayethazan
Township at 8.15 am on 25-2-2008. However,
accordingtotheinvestigationof authoritiesconcerned,
there were only two elevatorsin the market: one was
used by Yadanabon Cyber and the other by Relax
Restaurant. Assoonasthefirestarted, thestaff checked

the elevators and kept them locked. On the morning of
26-2-2008 after the fire had been extinguished
completely, the officials concerned of Mandalay City
Deve opment Committeeand security officials checked
theelevatorsbut found nodeaths. Authoritiesconcerned
are still conducting athorough check. The Township
Health Department gavetreatment totheinjured people
by openingatemporary clinictothenorthof Y adanabon
Market and transferred 21 to Mandalay General
Hospital. But no deathswerefound in the case and the

rumour was totally untrue. — MNA

Managing Director U Hla Win presents prize
to a sales agent. — MNA

Rico brand new productsintroduced

Y ANGON 29,
Feb— A ceremony to
honour sales agents and
introduce Rico brand new
products was held at
Traders Hotel heretoday.

At the ceremony,
Managing Director of
Grand Wynn Enterprises
Ltd U Hla Win made a
welcoming speech and
Admin Manager of Lolane
Complex Daw Aye Aye
ThaTun introduced RICO
CURL BOOSTER hair

cream & RICO body
shampoo for men and
women, a new comestics
product producedby Grand
Wynn Enterprises Ltd.
Afterwards, res-
ponsible personnel of the
company presented prizes
to sales agentswho could
promote the sales figure
of Lolane comestics
product in 2007 and
Lolane professiona hair
technician and models of
Talent & Model Agency

demonstrated use of
Lolane Aroma Colour &
Daily Hair QOil.

Next, responsible
personnel of the company
picked up lucky drawsfor
regular customers of
L olanecomesticsproducts,
sales agents and guests.

RICO CURL
BOOSTER hair cream
and RICO body shampoo
were sold at a discount at
the ceremony.

Grand Wynn

Enterprises Ltd produces
and distributes high
quality comesticsproducts
under Lolane and Rico &
Rinabrand. Thosewishing
to distribute the products
may contact Grand Wynn
Enterprises Ltd No
40,67th Street Botahtaung
Township (Tel: 294045,
290170, 291318 ) Fax-
296928, E mail:
grandwyn@
myanmar.com.mm.
MNA

Wor kshop on Epson System Integrator held

Y ANGON, 29
Feb— The Workshop on
Epson System Integrator,
organized by Client Focus
Technology Group Co

Ltd, was held at the
meeting room  of
Parkroyal Hotel on
AlanpyaPagoda Road in
Dagon Township here at

Mr Francis Au Seng Huat of Client Focus Technology Group Co extends greetings at Epson
System | ntegrator Workshop. — mMNA
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9.30 am today.
Responsible persons of
software companies and
guests attended the
workshop.
Managing
Director Mr Francis Au
Seng Huat of Client Focus
Technology Group CoLtd
extended greetings. In-
charge of Presales
Department Mr Singh of
Epson Thailand discussed
technologies for use of
softwaresand Epsonreceipt
printersat shopping centres.
Programmers of
Myanmar software

companies discussed
matters related to POS
system. Client Focus
Technology Group Co Ltd
distributes Epson Receipt
Printer asthe sole agent of
Myanmar. And the
company isgiving services
for the customers.

For further
informartion, may contact
Epson Sdes Centre a No
130, Seikkantha Road,
Kyauk-tadaTownshiphere,
Ph-249344, 249345,
249364,374110 and
391409.

MNA
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A car piece entitled

“Inopportune: Stage
One’ at the
Guggenheim Museum
in New York on 21
Feb,2008.

INTERNET

e N
A child sells pagan charms, displayed on the | eft,
made by kindergarten children, at a spring fair
in Bucharest, Romania, on 29 Feb, 2008. The
charms are offered to women on 1 March. The
tradition began over 2,000-yearsago in the
Balkansregion, it celebrates the arrival of spring

N and renewal.—INTERNET )

e N
A doctor and his colleagues inspect the lung

X-ray results of a young child at a hospital in
Vietnam. Patients with end-stage chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) who have
two lungs transplanted in place of one live nearly
two yearslonger on average, according to a study
released on Friday.—INTERNET

- /

The SC1151 flight from east China’s Shandong Province, the first one landing on Capital airport’s )
new terminal in Beijing on 29 Feb,2008. Capital airport’s new terminal, a major expansion project in
preparation for the passenger surge during the Olympics, received itsfirst commercial flight after
opening on Friday morning.—XiNHUA

\

Scientistsunvell dr aft
sequence of corn genome

WasHINGTON, 29 Feb— A team of scientistshave
completed a working draft of the corn genome, an
accomplishment that should accelerate efforts to
develop better crop varietiesto meet society’ sgrowing
demands for food, livestock feed and fuel.

Thegeneticblueprintwasannounced on Thursday
by the project’ sleader, Richard Wilson, director of
WashingtonUniversity’ sGenome Sequencing Centre,
at the 50th Annual Maize Genetics Conference in
Washington, DC.

Cornisonly the second crop after riceto haveits
genome sequenced, and scientistswill now beableto
look for genetic similarities and differences between
the crops.—Xinhua

Scientistsfind genethat can
block someformsof HIV

Ottawa, 29 Feb— Canadian researchers have
discovered agenethat canblock certainformsof HIV
and may perhapsoneday be used to prevent the onset
of AIDS.

Scientists from the University of Alberta
identified a human gene caled TRIM22 that can
block HIV infection by preventing the virus from
replicating.

When researchers prevented human cells from
turning on TRIM22, the natural defence system
generated by thebody whenaforeigninvader attacks,
the cells could not protect themselves against HIV.

Xinhua

New blood marker may
predict prostate cancer spread

WasHINGTON, 29 Feb — Researchers at the
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Centre
announced Wednesday they havefound anew blood
biomarker that enables close to 98 per cent accuracy
in predicting the spread of prostate cancer to regional
lymph nodes.

Their study is published in the March 1 issue of
Clinical Cancer Research.

When cancer spreads beyond a solid tumor, it
often does so at a microscopic level that typically
cannot beidentified by conventional imaging methods
suchasCT scans. Thenew blood test measureslevels
of endoglin, a plasma biomarker that has been
previously shown to predict the spread of colon and
breast cancer.

In this study, researchers concluded for the first
time that endoglin could help predict whether a
patient’s prostate cancer would spread beyond the
solid tumor site into their lymph nodes.—Xinhua

New York using
“green carts' in latest obesity fight

New York, 29 Feb — New Y ork City will issue
1,000 new permits for mobile fruit and vegetable
stands in its latest drive against obesity and
unhealthiness among its residents.

The City Council voted on Wednesday to issue
the new permits for low-income neighbourhoods,
sayingascarcity of freshproducehasledto highrates
of obesity and other health problems.

City Council Speaker Christine Quinn said
underserved New Y orkers would have better access
to fresh produce as early as this spring.

There are more than 4,000 permits for so-called
greencartsinNew Y ork and the standsareacommon
sight in wealthy Manhattan.

MNA/Reuters )
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ADUERTISEMENTS

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV EAGLE PRIDE VOY NO (803)

Consigneesof cargocarriedonMV EAGLE PRIDE
VOY NO (803) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 1.3.2008 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of M.I.T.T where it will lie at the
consignee’ srisk and expensesand subjecttothebyelaws
and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/SEAGLE SHIPPING CO,LTD
Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

MYANMAR IVANHOE COPPER COMPANY LIMITED (TENDER NOTICE)
TENDER. IFB No. 13/ L ocal/2008
Supply of Lub Qil, Pipeand Fitting, Safety Items, Pump & Spares, Electrical items, General Items& Services
(74 |ots) are invited from Local Suppliers by FEC Currency.

CLOSING DATE will beon 6 March 2008 at 16:00 hr and 13 March 2008 at 16:00 hr.
Tender documents are available at the following addresses:

70 (1) Bo Chein Street, Pyay Road, Hlaing Township, Y angon, Myanmar

Tel: (95) 1514194 to 7; Fax: (95) 1 514208; Email: miccl @miccl.com.mm

Site: Tel: (95) 71 22225/6; Fax: (95) 71 22522; Email: supply@miccl.com.mm

Sealed Bids are to be reached the above offices on or before the closing date.

Queries can be done between 10am to 4pm at Supply Department; Tel: (95) 71 22225/6;
| Email: supply @miccl.com.mm before the Tender Closing Date.

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV GATI PRESTIGE VOY NO (30308)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV GATI PRES
TIGE VOY NO (30308) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 1.3.2008 and cargo will be
dischargedintothepremisesof M.I.T.T whereitwill lie
at the consignee’ srisk and expenses and subject to the

byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am

to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pm upto ClaimsDay now

declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo

from the vessal.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after

the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SGATI COAST TO COAST A

DIVISION OF GATI LTD

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

Thaksin comes home,
no political plans

Banckok, 28 Feb—
QOusted Thai prime mini-
ster Thaksin Shinawatra
returned home from exile
on Thursday swearing to
stay out of politics,
although most analysts
suspect hewill berunning
the country from behind
the scenes.

His first action was to
betosurrender topoliceat
the airportonacorruption
charge, then head to the
Supreme Court to seek
bail. Thousands of sup-
porters thronged the
airport,waving“We Love
Thaksin” banners and
cardboard cutouts of their
hero. As the telecoms
billionaire's flight from
Hong Kong touched
down, chantsof “ Thaksin,
Thaksin” echoed round
the arrivals hall.

“I love him so much,”
said 65-year-old Wilai
Scott. “l want Thaksinto
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bePM again.” Inasign of
widespread  support
among Bangkok’s rank
andfile, Wilai saidthetaxi
driver taking her to the
airport refused to accept a
fare.

Before boarding the
flight, Thaksinsaidhewas
looking forward to
spending time with his
family and seeingtheland
of his birth for the first
timein 18 months. Hewas
at the United Nationsin
New York at the time of
the September 2006 coup.

“There is no place like
your homeland,” he said
after receiving flowers
from an old Thai lady in
the departure lounge in
Hong Kong.

When pressed about a
possiblereturnto politics,
Thaksin repeated awell-
rehearsed line about
wanting to be a private
citizen.—MNA/Reuters
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Myanmar Timber, Our Treasure,
Sustainable Forever.

MYANMAR FURNITURE FAIR-2008
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TRADE MARK CAUTION

Takeda Pharmaceutical
Company Limited, of 1-1,
Doshomachi 4-chome,
Chuo-ku, Osaka, Japan, is
the Owner of the following
Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 1045/1998

in respect of "chemicals,
medicines, pharmaceutical
preparations, medical sup-
plies, medical appliances,

o8

Myanmar Forest Products and
Timber Merchants’ Association

March 3-7, 2008.
Tatmadaw Hall
U Wisara Road, Yangon

foods, ingredients of foods
and seasonings".

Fraudulent imitation or

unauthorised use of the

said Trade Mark will be dealt
with according to law.

Win Mu Tin

MA. HGP,DB.L.,

for Takeda Pharmaceu-

tical Company Limited

P. O. Box 60, Yangon

Dated: 1 March 2008

[Drivevvith care ]

Nearly 70,000 fowls
culled in Bangladesh

DHaka, 28 Feb—
Another 69,862 fowls
were culled and 2,35,408
eggs destroyed in the last
two daysinthreedistricts
of Bangladesh duetoin-
fection of avianinfluenza
virus, leading newspaper
The Daily Star reported
on Wednesday.

Livestock department
personnel culled 58,130
chickensincluding 37,000
chicks and destroyed
2,26,813 eggs from one
single poultry  farm in
Mymensingh District,
about 120 kilometres
north of capital Dhaka.

Bird flu infection was
detected at the farm on
February 23, said birdflu
control room sources.

InBoalkhali sub-district
of southeastern Chitt-
agong District, ateam of
livestock department
culled 2,333 chickens,

pigeonsand ducksfroma
farm. The team also
destroyed 140 eggs from
neighbouring houses, the
bird flu control room
sources added.

Besides, in western
Pabna District, 2,804
fowls and 8,455 eggs
were destroyed from a
farm in Atghoria sub-
district and 300 ducks,
pigeons and other
domestic fowls were
culledfromnearby houses
on Monday.

Followingthedetection
of bird fluinthefarm, the
livestock department sent
outateamtocull thefowls
inthefarm. Birdflu, which
broke out in March last
year, became devastating
early this year forcing
thousandsof farmsclosed
and tens of thousands
jobless.

MNA/Xinhua

7/29/18, 01:47 PM

A model wears a creation by British fashion
designer Stella McCartney as part of her fall-
winter 2008-2009 ready to wear collection in Paris,
on 28 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET




Study shows bacteria help
form snow, rain

to cling to” turns out to be bacteriathat

Farmersharvest vegetablein thesnow-
covered fields in Dayu township of
Hefei, capital of east China's Anhui
Province, on 27 Jan, 2008.—XINHUA

can affect plants, according to Friday’s
edition of the journal Science.
“Bacteriaareby far themost activeice
nuclei innature,” said Brent C Christner,
an assistant professor of biological
sciences at Louisiana State University.

Christner and his colleagues sampled
20 snow samples from Antarctica,

Belang, 29 Feb— Atmospheric
scientists have long known that most
snow andrainformsin chilly conditions
high in the sky, under most conditions,
themoisture needssomethingtoclingto

in order to condense.

Now, anew study showsasurprisingly
largeshareof thoseso-called* something

France, Montana and the Y ukon.

Christner saidinsomesamplesbacteria
amounted to 85 percent of the nuclei.
The bacteria were most common in
France, followed by Montana and the
Y ukon, and was even present to alesser
degreein Antarctica.

Pseudomonas syringae was found to
bethemost common bacteria, which can
cause disease in several types of plants
including tomatoes and beans.

Xinhua
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CT scanslower risk of unnecessary
appendix surgery

Boston, 29 Feb —
The chance of having an
appendix removed
unnecessarily has
plummeted since 1996 in
theUnited States, possibly
because more doctors are
using CT scansto confirm
appendicitis diagnoses,
researchers said on
Wednesday.

The likelihood of an
unnecessary appendec-
tomy went from 24 per
centin 1996 down to 3 per

cent in 2006, according to
ateam led by Dr Steven
Ramanat theUniversity of
Cdlifornia, Los Angeles.
Their survey of 1,081
people who had had an
appendix removed,
showedtheuseof CT scans
to check for suspected
appendicitiswent from 20
per cent in 1996 to 85 per
cent 10 years|ater.
About 8 per cent of the
population  develops
appendicitisat somepoint

intheir livesasthefinger-
like sac at the start of the
large intestine becomes
enlarged and inflamed.

If thesac bursts, it can
be fatal. Doctors have
historicaly erred on the
side of surgery when it
looked like a patient with
abdominal painmight have
appendicitis.

Theresultsappearina
letter to the New England
Journal of Medicine.

MNA/Reuters

Kidnapped US aid worker,
driver feared dead

Afghan

KaBuL, 28 Feb—AnN
American woman aid
worker and her local
driver whowereabducted
in Afghanistan may have
been Kkilled, foreign
groups said.

Cyd Mizell, 49, an
employee of the Asian
Rural Life Development
Foundation (ARLDF),

and her driver were
kidnapped by unidentified
gunmen last month while
heading for work ina car
in the southern city of
Kandahar.

“Although we have no
confirmation of their
deaths, we have received
information over the past
few days indicating that

our two aid workershave
beenkilled,” ARLDFsaid
on itswebsite.

No group has claimed
responsibility for the
abductions, and the
Talibaninsurgentsbehind
many of the recent year's
kidnappings have denied
involvement.

MNA/Reuters

Venezuelan plane makes
emer gency landing in Panama

Panama CiTy, 28 Feb—
A Venezuelan passenger
planecarrying 112 people
made an emergency land-
ing in Panama on
Wednesday after its pilot
saw smoke coming out of
itsair conditioningequip-
ment, Panamani an author-
ities said.

The aircraft landed
safely at Panama City’'s

Tocumen International
Airport, and no injuries
were reported, Panama's
aviation authority said in
a statement.

The plane, operated by
the Empresa Aerea
Venezolana airline, was
flyingacharter routefrom
Panama City to the
Venezuelan city of
Maracaibo, according to

aviationauthority spokes-
man Victor delaHoz.
The aviation authority
initially said the plane
landed in Panama after
takingoff fromMaracaibo
enroutetoMaiquetia, just
outside the Venezuelan
capital of Caracas, but
later clarifiedtheplane's
route.
MNA/Reuters

Children among 19 killed as|srael pounds Gaza

Gaza City, 29 Feb—
| srael pounded Hamas-run
Gazaon Thursday, killing
10militants, four children
and four civilians, as
Prime Minister Ehud
Olmertvowedtomakethe
Idamistspay aheavy price
for rocket attacks.

The children, aged
eight, nine, 11 and 12,
werekilled asthey played
inafield during an I sragli
air strike around the
northerntown of Jabaliya,
Pal estinian medics said.

Another 12-year-old
boy died of wounds
sustained in a Gaza raid
the previous day, and a
shepherd was killed in
northern Gaza.

The Isragli army said it
carried out several air
strikes targeting rocket-

launching sites.

Palestinian medical
sources said four people
werekilledintwo separate
air strikes in the northern
Gaza Strip on Thursday
evening.

Twoof themwerekilled

in one car driving in the
north of the Gaza Strip.
A third was found dead
in an electricity company
vehicle, which carried
another Palestinian who
later died of his injures,
they said. —Internet

| sraelis gather at the site where arocket fired from
Gaza landed in the southern I sraeli town of
Sderot.—INTERNET

NASA says moon south pole morerugged than thought

WAaSHINGTON, 28 Feb—
The moon’s south pole
region, a possible future
landing site for human or
robotic lunar missions, is
far more rugged than had
been thought, with

towering peaks and deep
craters, NASA said on

This undated artist
drawing released by
NASA shows the Mars
Science Laboratory, a
mobile robot for
investigating Mars' past
or present ability to
sustain microbial life.
Themission to land a
nuclear-powered, next-

isfacing development
problems and ballooning
costs that could threaten
its scheduled launch next
year.—INTERNET

generation rover on Mars
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Wednesday .

Using an Earth-based
radar system in Cali-
fornid s Mojave Desert,
the US space agency
collected the most
accurate, highest-resolu-
tion terrain mapping data
todateonthemoon’ s south
pole. NASA looked at an
area around Shackleton
Crater, with some terrain
in perpetua darkness and
other areas amost always
sunlit. Scientists pre-
vioudy havegottenimages
of the area, but never in
such detail, NASA said.

The Shackleton Crater
rim area is a landing site
candidate for a future
crewed mission to the
moon, NASA said. There
have been previous
indicationswatericemight
exist in darkened areas of

the crater, athough that
remains controversial.
The region has a peak
towering 3.8 miles (6
Kilometres)—rivaling
North America’'s tallest
mountain, Mount Mc-
Kinley in Alaska — and
craters 2.5 miles (four
kilometres) deep, NASA
said. The scientists noted
that thelargest volcano on
Earth—Mauna Loa in
Hawaii — wouldfit easily
inside these depths.
“Itcontinuestobeanarea
of high interest for future
human landings. And this
type of information is
critical for us in under-
standingwhatwe' regetting
into if we choose to land
here,” said Doug Cooke of
NASA’s Exploration
Systems Mission Dir-
ectorate—MNA/Reuters
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Feyenoord reach Dutch Cup

semisthanksto late winner

RotTerpAM (Netherlands), 29 Feb— Striker Michael
Mols headed the winner seven minutes from time
to earn Feyenoord a 2-1 home victory over Second
Division Zwolle in Thursday's Dutch Cup
quarterfinal.

Roy Makaay had put the hosts in front after good
work by Giovanni van Bronckhorst in the eighth
minute.

Portuguese Toze scored a deserved equaliser for
Zwollejust beforehalftimebut Molssavedtheday for
Feyenoord when he converted a late cross from
Jonathan de Guzman.

MNA/Reuters

Germany’s Renate Lingor (L) challenges China's
Wang Kun (R) during their international friendly
women’ s soccer match in Freiburg on 28 Feb,
2008.—INTERNET

Getafe close on King's Cup

final with 3-1 win over Racing

Mabrip, 29 Feb — Getafe moved a step closer to
their second consecutive King's Cup final by beating
Racing Santander 3-1 in their semi-final first leg on
Thursday.

Goals from Ruben de la Red, Francisco Casquero
and Manu del Moral sank Racing, making their first
appearance in the last four.

Getafe, who lost 1-0 to Sevillain their first final
appearancelast June, travel to Santander for thereturn
leg on 19 March. Wednesday’s semi-final finished
1-1 after Barcelona scrambled alast-minute equalizer
against Vaenciaat the Nou Camp.

Two former Real Madrid youth team players
combined to put Getafe in front in the 25th minute
when De la Red headed in a corner by Esteban
Granero.— MNA/Reuters

Denmark defender Helveg
retiresfrom int’l arena

Bolivia’s San Jose's Sandro Cohelo left, fights for
the ball with Colombia’s Cucuta Deportivo’'s Fredy
Arizala during a Copa Libertadores soccer game
in Cucuta, on 28 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

CoPENHAGEN, 29 Feb
— Denmark defender
Thomas Helveg is to
retire from international
football at the age of 36.

“The national team
has been a big part of
my life during the last
14 years, so it’s obvi-
ously adifficult decision
for me,” theformer AC
Milan player said in
a statement on the
Danish FA’s website
(www.dbu.dk) on
Thursday.

Helveg, who cur-
rently plays for Danish
Superleague club OB
Odense, made the first
of his 108 international
appearances against
Hungary in 1994.

He captained Den-
mark between 2004 and
2007.

MNA/Reuters

Nakata invites Mourinho for exhibition game

Tokyo, 29 Feb — Former Japan
international Hidetoshi Nakata has
invited Chelsea’s ex-manager Jose
Mourinho to coach in an exhibition
game in June, a Japanese newspaper
reported on Thursday.

Nakatawants Mourinhoinvolvedin
the game Japan's most recognisable
ex-footballer plans to stage in
Y okohamaon 7 Juneto rai seawareness
of environmental issues.

Liverpool's Steven Gerrard,
Chelsea pair Didier Drogba and
Andriy Shevchenko and Luis Figo of
Inter Milan are among players Nakata
wants to invite, according to Japan's
Sports Hochi.

Nakata, who won an Italian Serie A
titlewith Romain 2001, stunned Japa-
nese fans by retiring after the 2006
World Cup at 29 yearsold.

MNA/Reuters

Germany’s Jorg Rosskopf returns a
shot against Slovak’s Lubomir Pistej
during the men’slast round of 16 at
the World Team Table Tennis Cham-
pionshipsin Guangzhou.—INTERNET

s N
Lorena Ochoa of Mexico tees off a

shot at the 9th hole during the first
round of the HSBC Women'’s
Champions golf tournament in
Singapore.—INTERNET

J

Kaka extendsAC Milan

contract until 2013

MiLAN, 29 Feb— AC Milan have ex-
tended Brazilian playmaker Kaka scon-
tract by two years until June 2013, the
European champions announced on
Thursday.

“Ricky (Kaka) has repeatedly said
that hewantsto become asymbol of this
team,” Milan vice president Adriano
Galliani told the club’s website
(www.acmilan.com).

“Heis, heisthegreatest player inthe
world, he has decided to tie himself
definitively to the Rossoneri colours.

“Thisisthecontract of hislife. | hope
tobeabletodo another contractin 2013,
but this is proof that Kaka will keep
delighting our fansfor all of hiscareer.”

MNA/Reuters
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Caroline Wozniacki, of Denmark, re-
turnsashot to Lindsay Davenport in a
guarterfinal match attheCellular South
Cup tennis tournament in Memphis,
Tenn, on 28 Feb, 2008. Davenport de-
feated Wozniacki, 6-0, 6-2.—INTERNET

Thaksin vowsto make
ManCity “ Prideof Thailand”

Banckok, 29 Feb — OQusted Thai
prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra
has vowed to make Manchester City,
the English Premier League soccer
club he bought in July 2007, the pride
of Thailand. “It will be theteam Thais
are proud of,” Thaksin, who returned
to Bangkok from exile 18 months after
being ousted in a coup, told Army-run
Channel 5televisionfrom Hong Kong.

He a so reiterated a commitment to
spread the club’s name across Asia
with anetwork of training and recruit-
ment academies.

“Therewill beMan City China, Man
City Japan, Man City US. In the next
season, Man City will be another Man
United,” Thaksin said.

He gave no details of the plan but
said fans would be surprised by an
improved performance—MNA/Reuters

7/29/18, 01:47 PM

FC Thun suspend four
players accused of sex

with minor

BernE (Switzerland), 29 Feb — Swiss
top division side FC Thun have sus-
pended four players accused of sexual
activity with a 15-year-old girl.

“Two first team players and two
members of the Under-21 side have
been suspended from both playing and
training with effect from Thursday,” the
club announced on its website
(www.fcthun.ch).

The four players are among a group
of seven current and former Thun play-
ersfacing prosecution over theincidents.

Police said on Monday that at least 10
men were dueto stand trial for activities
ranging from kissing to full sex with the
girl’ sconsent and two chargesof alleged
rape.

According to the FC Thun statement,
the rape allegations relate to one of the
club'sformer players and a non-player.

Under Switzerland's strict privacy
laws, none of the men facing charges
have been named by police.

“The situation has been extremely
difficult for the club, particularly be-
cause the presumption of innocence still
applies for al four players,” the club
added. — MNA/Reuters



Aggressiveteenshavedifferent brain

WasHINGTON, 29 Feb
— Teens who are more
likelytoargueaggressively
and persistently with their
parents also have brain
structuresof differentsizes,
findsanew study available
Wednesday.

Onaverage, asassy kid
has alarger anygdala, the

dructures

part of thebrainthat proce-
Sses emotional responses,
thanacooperativeone. The
findings, published in the
latest online issue of the
Proceedingsof theNational
Academy of Sciences,
could help scientists
understand the roots of
aggressive behaviour in

teens.

Nicholas Allen from
the  University  of
Melbourne, Australia,
wantedtofind out whether
brainstructureinfluencesa
teenager’'s day-to-day
emotiona state. He and
colleaguesfromtheOrygen
Research Centre in
MelbourneandtheOregon
Research Indtitute in the
United States videotaped
137 preteensandteenagers
betweentheagesof 11and
14 asthey taked withtheir
parents about issues that
oftenleadtodisagreements
— such as bedtime,
homework, or cell-phone
use. — MNA/Xinhua
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Audralian
fisherman survives

30 hoursat sea

SYDNEY, 29 Feb — A
fisherman swam 12 hours
to reach the shore while
another survived 30 hours
at sea until a helicopter
spotted him on Thursday
after their trawler sank off
the Australian coast,
rescuers said.

A third fisherman is
still missing.

Their trawler sank
after hitting a reef 15
kilometres (nine miles) off
the mid-northeast coast of
Australia on Wednesday,
prompting a major search
and rescue operation.

One of the fisherman
crawled ashore near
Brunswick Heads,
exhausted, dehydrationand
bloodied, some 12 hours
after his ship sank.

“Hehad pretty badcuts
and bruisesto hislegsand
his arms, he was pretty
exhausted, pretty badly
sunburnt,” said Chris Gort
who helped the fisherman
on the beach.

MNA/Reuters
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Friday, 29 February, 2008

Summary of observations recorded at 9:30
hoursM ST: Duringthepast 24 hours, rain or thunder-
showers have been isolated in Shan and Kayin States,
Taninthayi Divisionand weather hasbeenpartly cloudy
in Kachin, Rakhineand Mon States, Bago, Ayeyawady
and Yangon Divisions and generally fairintheremain-
ing Statesand Divisions. Night temperatureswere (3°C)
t0(4°C) below February averagetemperaturesin Kachin
and Shan States, Magway andMandalay Divisions (5°C)
below February averagetemperaturesin ChinStateand
BagoDivision, (4°C) above February averagetempera-
turesin Taninthayi Divisionand about February average
temperaturesintheremaining Statesand Divisions. The
significant night temperatureswere Loilem (2°C), Haka
(3°C), Lashio, Namhsanand Pinlaung (4°C) each. The
noteworthy amountsof rainfall recorded wasKawthong
(0.35) inch.

Maximum temperature on 28-2-2008 was 98°F.
Minimum temperature on 29-2-2008 was 68°F. Rela-
tive humidity at (09:30) hours MST on 29-2-2008
was 66%. Total sunshine hours on 28-2-2008 was
(7.9) hours approx.

Rainfall on 29-2-2008 was (Nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Ayeand Central Yangon. Tota rainfall since
1-1-2008 was (0.67) inch at Mingaladon, (0.47) inch
at Kaba-Aye and (0.35) inch at Central Yangon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was
(4) mph from Southeast at (21:30) hours MST on
28-2-2008.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy in the
Andaman Seaand South Bay and generdly fair else-
wherein the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 1-3-2008: Like-
lihood of isolated light rain or thundershowersin Shan
Stateand Taninthayi Division, weather will be partly
cloudy inKachin,KayinandMonStates, Bago, Y angon
and Ayeyawady Divisionsand generdly fairin the
remaining States and Divisions. Degree of certainty is
(60%).

State of thesea:  Seaswill be dight to moderate
in Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood
of continuation of isolated rain or thundershowers in
the extreme Southern Myanmar aress.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areafor 1-3-2008: Generdly fair weather.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 1-3-2008: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Mandalay andneighbouring area
for 1-3-2008: Generaly fair weather.

Weather outlook for first weekend of march
2008: During the coming weekend, wegather will begen-
eraly fair in NayPyiTaw and Mandalay Division and
partly cloudy in'Y angon Division.
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'Lt-Gen Aung Htwe attends opening of 16th Defence Services|
(Army, Navy and Air) Military Band Competition

Lt-Gen Aung Htwe enjoys performance of State Military Band at 16th Military Band Competition to mark 63rd Anniversary Armed Forces Day. — MNA

NAyY Pvyi Taw, 29
Feb— A ceremony toopen
the 16th Defence Services

(Army,Navy andAir) Mili-
tary Band Compstition to
mark the 63rd Anniversary
Armed Forces Day was
held at the parade ground,
here, thismorning, with an
addressby Chairmanof the
L eading Committeefor Ob-

servance of the 63rd Anni-
versary Armed ForcesDay
Member of the State Peace
and Development Council
Chief of Armed Forces
Training Lt-Gen Aung
Htwe.

Alsopresentonthe
occasionwereChairmanof
the Management Commit-
tee for Observance of the

63rd Anniversary Armed
ForcesDay Commander of
Nay Pyi Taw Command
Magj-GenWai Lwin, Chair-
man of the Organizing
Committeeforthe16thDe-
fence Services (Army,
Navy and Air) Military
Band Competition Vice-
Adjutant-Generd Mg-Gen
Hla Shwe, senior military

officers of the Ministry of
Defence, the parade com-
mander and column com-

manders who will partici-
pate in the 63rd Anniver-
sary Armed Forces Day

Parade, members of the
organizing
(See page 10)

Nay Pyi Taw Water Fountain Garden
packed with holiday-makers

Nay Pyi Taw, 29
Feb — Nay Pyi Taw De-
velopment Committee

Holiday-makersvisit Nay Pyi Taw Water Fountain Garden. — mMNA
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opened the Nay Pyi Taw
Water Fountain Garden
near the Nay Pyi Taw City
Hall on4 January 2008with
theaim of keeping the Nay
Pyi Taw clean, beautiful and
green and of enabling the
people and staff to take re-
laxation.

The Nay Pyi Taw
Water Fountain Garden is
located on 65 acres land
with a 48 square feet sted
structurearchway. Alsoin-
cluded in the garden are a
15-million-gallon-capacity
main pond, 11 small ponds
with 10 fountains, three
walkways under the
fountains, one 30 feet high
clock tower, nine recrea-
tion centres, two small gar-
dens and three stone gar-

dens decorated with thriv-
ing flowery plants and
shadetrees. Inaddition, ten
feet wide buggy road and
footpathswereconstructed
inthecompound of thegar-
den,andarrangementshave
been made for the visitors
to enjoy thevarious scenes
of the garden by buggy.
The garden is be-
ing kept openfrom8amto
7 pm daily free of charge
for the people and staff
families. Therefore, the
peopleresiding in Nay Pyi
Taw and staff familiestake
relaxation at the garden.
Especidly, the garden is
packed with holiday-mak-
ers on Saturdays, Sundays
and public holidays.
MNA



