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Four political objectives

*  Stability of the State, community peace *
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring State Con-
stitution

*  Building of anew moder n developed nation *
in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives

Development of agricultureasthe baseand all-round develop-
ment of other sector s of the economy aswell

Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic

system

Development of the economy inviting participation in terms
of technical know-how and investments from sourcesinside
the country and abroad

Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekept inthe
hands of the State and the national peoples

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education

Four social objectives

Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguarding of cultural
heritage and national character

standards of the entire nation

. Lt-Gen Myint Swe attends 10th Annual \
General Meeting of Myanmar Construction
Entrepreneur s Association

Y ANGON, 16 Feb — The 10th Annual General
Meeting of Myanmar Construction Entrepreneurs
Association took place at its office at the corner of
Waizayanta and Thanthuma roads in Thuwunna of
Thingangyun Township this morning.

Lt-Gen Myint Sweof theMinistry of Defence
and party visited the salesrooms of construction mate-
rials displayed at the hall.

Next, Lt-Gen Myint Swe delivered an address.

Chairman of the association Dr Khin Shwe
explained tasks of the association and General Secre-
tary U Zaw Win (AyonU Co) read the report of the
executive committee and financia statement.

The old executives resigned and new execu-
tives were elected. Chairman Dr Khin Shwe gave an
introductory speech.

As a gesture of hailing the annual general
meeting, wellwishers donated K 17.4 million includ-
ing K 1 million each by Dr Khin Shwe (Zay Gabar Co)
and U Zaw Win (AyonU Co) to the association.

The association was set up in 1996. — MNA

Lt-Gen Myint Swe views booths to mark the 10th Annual General Meeting of Myanmar
Construction Entrepreneurs Association.—mNA

@IBERD Weall haveto bedutiful

Human beings have to carry out not only
their dutiesbut also that of their society, that
of others, and that of their nation and people
concerned. Men of various walks of life and
various ages haveto dother duties. A dutiful
society can makeprogresssystematically, while
an irresponsible society will be in disorder
without discipline and will face failures.

Pace 7

Significant Night Temper atures

Loilem (1°C) M ogok (4°C)
Namhsan (2°C) Heho (5°C)
Haka (2°C) PyinOoLwin (6°C)
AYE CHAN Lashio (4°C) M agway (6°C)

Weather Forecast for (17-2-2008)

Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring area:
Generally fair weather.
Yangon and neighbouring ar ea:
Generally fair weather.
Mandalay and neighbouring area:
Generally fair weather.

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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process of building infrastructures in the
transport, economic, health, social and
education sectors for progress of border
areas.

After fulfilling all social requirementsin
border areas, it turned to the projects for
human resource development and
elimination of narcotic drugs.

Now isthe Age of Knowledge. So, it has
upgraded all the colleges in the 24 special
development regions to universities for
enablingtheyouth in border areastopursue
higher education in the region concerned
wherethey live.

The government is creating good
educational opportunities to sharpen the
abilities of the youth of national racesin its
bid to improvetheir living conditions.

Due to the emergence of Nationalities
Youth Resource Development Degree
Collegesand vocational training centresthe
government has constructed, the youth of
national r aceshaveeasy accesstooppor tunity
for pursuing education.

With the aim of providing better health
care to national races, the government has
established hospitals, dispensaries, rural
health care centres in border areas and a
200-bed hospital each in the 24 special
development regions.

Like cities, border areas have enjoyed
thetasteof remarkabledevelopment thanks
to development of human resources and
increasing number of infrastructuresin the
transport, economic, education and health
sectors.

v
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Sunday, 17 February, 2008 * Opposethose rerjng on_exter na.l elemer)t.s, acting as stooges, holding negativevie_zws
* Opposethose trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Border areas enjoying human | |* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
resource devel opment " Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy
The government is now expediting the| | Yangon Command holds Htamane-making contest )

Y ANGON, 16 Feb —
Theregimentsand units
of Yangon Command
organized the first
Htamane-making
contest at the command
head-quarters, here,
yester-day evening.

Commander of
Y angon Command M aj-
Gen Hla Htay Win
formally opened the
contest. Afterwards, the
commander and officials
presented prizes to the
winning teamsthat stood
first to sixth positions
and gave gifts to
members of the panel of
judges.

A total of 12 teams
took part in the contest.
MNA

Commander Maj-Gen Hla Htay Win presents
first prizeto a battalion in first Htamane-
making contest of Yangon Command. — MNA

89 outbreaks of fire

throughout nation in Jan

Y ANGON, 16 Feb — There were 89 outbreaks
of firethroughout the nationin January 2008 including
74 outbreaks of fire caused by negligence, 9 by short
circuit, 4 by arson, one of natural fire and one of
wildfire.

A total of 141 households, 3 factories and
workshops, 2 warehouses were burnt down and over
400 fire victims were left homeless and 4 killed.

Out of atotal of 89 fire outbreaks, the fire
outbreaks caused by negligence are 83.14 per cent.
Among the fire outbreaks, it was Yangon Division
where fires broke out most. There were the second
largest outbreaks of firein Mandalay Division and the
thirdlargest fireoutbreaksin Sagaing Division. Losses
and damage to property were assessed in States and
Divisions. There were the most loss of property in
Y angon Division, the second in Shan State and the
third in Mon State—MNA
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Myittashin freeclinicin
Thayet opened

Y ANGON, 16 Feb—Under the arrangement of
Thayet District Union Solidarity and Development
Association, Myittashin free clinic was opened at
Shwe Bontha Ward in Thayet on 12 February. First,
Head of District Health Department Dr Myint Myint
Hlaing madeaspeech ontheoccasion. L ater, the Joint-
Secretary of Thayet USDA explained arrangements
made for the establishment of the clinic.

Afterwards, Chairman of Thayet District PDC
U KhinMaungWin, well-wisher U Ohn Shwe, Manager
of Thayet Cement Plant U Aung Thein Myint, the
Head of District Health Department and Executive of
Thayet USDA U Thein Sweformally openedtheclinic
by cutting aribbon.

This was followed by the cash donation
ceremony which included K 6.845 million donated
towards the trust fund of the clinic and K 570,000
towards the trust fund for medicines. And twenty
ampoules of snake vaccines were also presented to
rural health care centres—MNA

8/24/18, 04:12 PM

Sub Poalice I nspector Course
No 61/2006 concludes

Y ANGON, 16 Feb — The Sub Police Inspector
Course No 61/2006 of the Myanmar Police Force
Central Training School concluded at theparadeground
of the school in Zeebingyi of PyinOoLwin Township
yesterday morning.

Director-General Brig-Gen Khin Yi of
Myanmar Police Force inspected the companies and
took the salute of the trainee companies.

Director-General Brig-GenKhinYi presented
awardstooutstandingtraineesanddeliveredan address.

Also present on the occasion were Police
Adjutant-General Police Brig-Gen Soe Win Myint,
Commandant of the school Police Brig-Gen Thein
Tint, Police Col Win Khaung of Administration and
Training Department, senior police officers, guests
and relatives of the trainees.

The course was attended by 200 trainees.

MNA

38th Inter-State/Division
Cycling Race commences

Y ANGON, 16 Feb— The 38th Inter-State/Division
Cycling Race was opened at Y outh Training Centre
(Thuwunna) here this morning.

Having taken the designated places together with
the participating teams, the previous-year champions
Y angonDivisonMen’ steamand Ayeyawady Division
Women’s team presented the Championship Shields
back to General Secretary of Myanmar Olympic
Committee Director-General of Sports and Physical
Education Department U Thaung Htaik.

Afterwards, the General Secretary, on behalf of the
Minister for Sports, made an opening speech and
formally opened the cycling race.

Next, the Director-General and officials concerned
greeted the cyclists who take part in the race.

The cycling race that kicked off today will run
till 22 February. —MNA



Clinton sharpens attack in US
presidential race

CINCINNATI, 16 Feb —
Senator Hillary Clinton
sharpened her attack on
Friday againgt rival Barack
Obamabeforenew contests
for the Democratic
presidential nomination,
casting herself as a
championof theUSmiddle
class and saying voters
faced a choice between
“speeches and solutions’ .

Clinton, under pressure
to slow Obama's mo-

mentum after  eight
consecutive losses, honed
her economic message
to apped to middle-and
lower-income voters be-
fore the next round of
Democratic contests in
Wisconsin and Hawaii on
Tuesday and Texas and
Ohio on 4 March.

“It is time we had a
presidentwhowasafighter,
adoer and achampion for
the American middle

class,” Clintonsaid as she
visitedapopular Cincinnati
restaurant, SkylineChili, for
an economic round-table.
“l am a candidate of,
from and for the middle
classof America,” added
Clinton,whogrew upina
comfortable middle-class
suburb of Chicago, then
went on to attend
Wellesley College and
Yale Law School.
MNA/Reuters
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Some one thousand Tanzanians hold a demonstration against
the scheduled visit by US President George W Bush in Dar es Salaam,
capital of Tanzania, on 15 Feb, 2008.—XINHUA

Poalice officials inspect
a car where a bomb
exploded in Mexico
City. A homemade
bomb exploded near

the Mexico City police
headquarters, killing

oneman and injuring
awoman, police said.
INTERNET

INTERNATIONAL NEWJS

Pakistan arrests 10 militants
ahead of eection

KaracHi, 16 Feb —
Pakistani police have
arrested 10 Islamic
militants in its biggest
city, Karachi, who are
suspected of planning
terror attacks during next
week’ sgeneral election, a
government minister said
on Friday.

Hizbollah saysready for open war with |srael |

BeiruT, 16 Feb— Hizbollah'schief Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah said on Thursday
the group wasready for "open war" with Israel if the Jewish state wanted it after
atop commander in Syriawas killed.

"Zionigts, if you want thistype of open war then let the whole world hear: let it
beanopenwar," Nasrallahtold mournersat thefuneral of Imad Moughniyah, killed
by a bomb in Damascus on Tuesday. Hizbollah has accused Israel of killing
Moughniyah but the Israeli Government denied any links. —MNA/Reuters

“These militants were
ex-members of different
banned militant outfits
who had now formed a
new group,” Sindh Home
Minister Akhtar Zamin
told Reuters. He did not
say when the men were
detained.

Karachi, Pakistan’s
commercia epicentre, is
the capital of Sindh.

Zaminsaidpoliceseized
explosives, eectrical cir-
cuits, compact discs and
other material from the
militants.

“They may have been
planning to attack some
political leader, or carry

out other acts of terror
during theelection, andto
destabilize the peace of
the country,” he said.
Pakistan is scheduled
to hold ageneral election
on Monday, with many
fearful of militantviolence
after a spate of attacksin
recent months.
Theelection, originally
scheduled to be held
on 8 January, was
postponed until 18
February following the
assassination of op-
position leader Benazir
Bhutto on 27 December
inagun and bomb suicide
attack. —MNA/Reuters

| sraeli Army forcesarrest 30 Palestiniansin Gaza | asiderotte | (| JSM arineschar ged with |
Chadian Army (R)
Gaza, 16 Feb—Isradli | night, | li di d other West Bank
special forces arrzrste(; ?elgorf[ed. e e 2ﬂies?ta§criing eiﬁai tiney Quards arrested rebels rapEOfJapanesewoman

30 Palestinians in south-
east Gaza Strip early
Thursday, anlsragli Army
spokesman said.

The forces infiltrated
into area around the
destroyed airport at
southern Gaza's Rafah
Town after midnight and
took away 30 Palestinians
for interrogation in the
security operation there,
according to the
spokesman.

Palestinian residents at
the area aso confirmed
the reports. Meanwhile,
in the West Bank, Isradli
forces arrested 13
Palestinians  during
operations conducted last
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The radio quoted
military sourcesassaying
that most of the detainees
were arrested in Hebron

were held for being
wanted by the lsraeli
Army.

MNA/Xinhua

after heavy fighting

on thecity streetsin

N’Djamena, on 13
Feb, 2008. —INTERNET

8/24/18, 04:12 PM

Tokyo, 16 Feb — Four US Marines based in
southwest Japan have been charged with raping a
Japanese woman last October, a US military
spokesman said on Friday, days after the arrest of
another Marine for suspected rape of aschoolgirl on
the southern island of Okinawa.

US miilitary authorities at Iwakuni Marine Corps
Air Stationarehol ding hearingsto determinewhether
the four Marines, aged 20 to 39, should face courts
martial for the suspected rape of the woman, who
was 19 at the time.

Japanesepolicehad decidedlast year not to proceed
with a case against the four over theincident, which
Japanese mediasaid occurredinacar at acar park in
nearby Hiroshima City after the Marines met the
young woman at an event hall.

“Thehearingisontoday andisexpectedtopossibly
roll over until tomorrow,” an Iwakuni air station
spokesman said, adding that it could take sometime
before a decision on possible courts martial was

kmade. —MNA/Reuters
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ManiLA, 16 Feb — Thousands of
people rallied in  Manila on Friday
calingfor theresignationof Philippine
President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
over acorruption scandal.

Police said around 10,000 people,
mainly left-wing activists, students
and religious groups, had taken to the
Streets.

The protests, sparked by a Senate
inquiry into government kickbacksin
atelecom deal, were the biggest since
tens of thousands of people
demonstrated against Arroyo in 2005
amid allegations she cheated in
elections the previous year..

“We are outraged by the reports of
corruption and greed in government,”

Thousands protest against Arroyo

Protesters display placards during a rally at the financial district of Makati
city east of Manila, Philippines, on 15 Feb, 2008, to call for theresignation
of Philippine President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo. —INTERNET

said Maita Gomez, an activist who said
shewas wearing red becauseit wasthe
colour of anger.

Religiousleaderssang songsandread
prayersfrom astage set up at the front
of the rally and people waved posters
with the words “Out Gloria’. Some
worebadgesthat read, “ Moderate Y our
Greed”.

Officeworkersinhigh-risebuildings
threw confetti on the crowds below.

But analystssaid theabsenceof high
profile politicians from the
demonstration showedthepolitical elite
didnot believeArroyo, whohassurvived
three impeachment bids and at least
three coup plots, could be pushed out.

MNA/Reuters

China saysUS

spying charges
“groundless’

BelanG, 15 Feb —
China on Thursday
rejected the US
alegations of espionage,
saying the charges were
“groundless’ and “with
ulterior motives’.

“The so-called accusa-
tion against China on the
issue of espionage is
totally groundlessand has
ulterior motives,” Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Liu Jianchao told a
regular Press briefing.

“We urged the United
Statesto abandonitsCold
War thinking and stop
groundless accusations
and instead contribute to
increasing mutual trust
and friendship between
our two peoples,” Liu
said.—MNA/Xinhua

A Cambodian woman prepares roses for sale along
a street in Phnom Penh.—INTERNET

Slovaks seize cocaine worth $72m hidden in wine hottles

BraTIsLAVA, 15 Feb— Slovak Customssnatched a bumper shipment of cocaine
from South Americaworth 1.64 billion crowns (72 million US dollar), hidden in
hundreds of wine bottles, Customs and police officials said on Wednesday.

Theshipment contained 163.8 kilosof pure cocaine, far more thanthe 13.9kilos

Vietnamese province wins UNESCO
biosphere recognition

Hanol, 16 Feb —
The United Nations
Educational, Scientificand
Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) has recently
recognizedthewesternpart
of Vietham’'scentral Nghe
An Province as a world
biosphere reserve, local
newspaper Vietnam News
reported on Thursday.

The Nghe An
biosphere reserve site
covers 1.3 million
hectares with the Pu Mat
National Park being the

birds, 54 amphibian
species, 84 fish species,
39 kinds of bats, 305 day-
butterfly species, 14turtle
species, and thousands of
insect speciesarelivingin
the reserve.

According to the

UNESCO, thesite, which
borders Laos, has
remarkably high bio-
diversity, ranging from
lowland  monsoonal
evergreen forests to elfin
cloud forest.
MNA/Xinhua

Russian troopskill four militants
in Chechnya

Moscow, 16 Feb—Russiantroopskilled four mili-
tants who attacked military vehicles in its Caucasus
region of Chechnyaon Friday, local mediareported on

Friday.

of the drug the Slovaks managed to intercept between 1998 and 2007.
First police Vice-President Michal Kopcik said thedrug valued each of the 420
seized wine bottles at 3.9 million crowns (171,500 US dollars). — MNA/Reuters

US House OK s contempt resolution
against Bush aides

WasHINGTON, 16 Feb
— The US House of the
Representatives passed
Thursday criminal and
civil contempt resolutions
against current and former
White House aides.

By a223-t0-32 vote,
the House held White
House chief of staff Josh
Bolten and former White
House counsel Harriet
Miers accountable for
failing to respond to
subpoenasfromtheHouse
Judiciary Committee.

It is the first time
since 1983 that a full
chamber of Congress has
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ever voted on a contempt
of Congress citation.

However, the Bush
Administrationsaiditwill
not ask the US attorney to
pursue the contempt
charges.

The Houseisableto
bring its own lawsuit on
the matter.

The House's action
stems from a year-long
feud between the Con-
gress and the Bush
Adminisgtrationonfiring of
nine federal prosecutors.

Earlier last year, US
mediareveal sthatin 2005,
the White House had

suggested that the Justice
Department fire all of the
nation’s 93 US attorneys,
but the latter only dis-
missed 8 prosecutors.

Some fired
prosecutorstold Congress
that they had been
pressured by Republican
lawmakers over voter
fraud and public
corruption investigations
they were pursuing.

This enraged
Democrats, who are
demanding explanations
from the Bush Admini-
stration.

MNA/Xinhua

site’score zone. The park
has valuable fauna and
floraresources.

About 130 animal
species, 295 kinds of

Those miltants opened fire at vehicles of regional
miltary commander’ sofficeearly Friday andthepolice
carried out manhunt immediately. I TAR-TASS and
I nterfex newsagenciesreported, citing ChechenInterior
Minister Ruslan Alkhanov.—MNAXinhua

Petit Nice' srestaurant chef Gerald Passedat (C) shareshisculinary art during

apresentation at thethird edition of “Omnivore Food Festival” in Deauville, on

11 February . The 30 chefswho came from the farthest reaches of France and

around the world to demonstrate their avant-garde cooking styles showed that

even astechnigques become more international, chefsareincreasingly attached
to their roots.—INTERNET

8/24/18, 04:12 PM



China'slargest oilfield reports
record 2007 int’| business

Belang, 15 Feb —
Daging, China's largest
oilfield, said that its
international businesshad
surpassedtwohillionyuan
(278.2millionUSdollars)
for the first time in 2007.

The China National
Petroleum Corporation
(CNPC), parent company
of Daging and the
country’'s largest oil
producer, released the
figureonThursday but did
not give comparative

information for 2006.

The average profit
margin for Daqging’'s
overseas projects was
12.65 per cent in 2007, a
record, saidthe CNPCon
its website

. Thefield also netted
18.007 billion yuan from
revenues apart from oail
exploration and pro-
duction in 2007, mainly
drilling services. This
figure accounted for
35.14 per cent of total

revenues.

Astheindustry became
increasingly competitive,
Daging would not be able
to rely solely on interna
business but would have
to expand its outside
operations, the infor-
mation officetold Xinhua
on Thursday.

The field produced
41.7 million tons of ail in
2007, dightly above the
target of 41.62 million
tons. — MNA/Xinhua
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A farm hand helps with the harvest of tobacco plants in a field in southern
Germany. The World Health Organization announced Friday that it planned to
adopt anewinternational treaty on theillegal tobacco trade by 2010.—INTERNET

“NY Times’ to cut 100 newsjobs
dueto financial strain

WasHINGTON, 16 Feb
—The New York Times
will bow to growing
financial strain and
eliminate about 100
newsroom jobs this year,
the daily reported on
Friday.

The cuts will be
achieved “by not filling
jobs that go vacant, by
offering buyouts, and if
necessary by layoffs’, the
executive editor, Bill
Keller was quoted as
saying. The Times has
1,332 newsroom emplo-
yees. Therewerescattered
buyouts and job
elimination in the
newsroominrecent years,
but the overall number
continued to rise, largely
from the growth of its
Internet operations.

The New York Times

Company has made
significant cuts in the
newsrooms of some of its
other properties,including
TheBoston Globe, aswell
asin nonnews operations.

For 2007, the Times
Company recently report-
ed earnings of 208.7
milliondollarsonrevenue
of 3.2 billion dollars.
Newspaper industry ad
revenue fell about 7 per
cent last year, and 4.7 per

centatthe TimesCompany,
hurt by both the slowing
economy and the rise of
Internet advertising.
Executives around the
industry have projected
that 2008 will be equally
bad. — MNA/Xinhua

Italy grants $5.11m to Jordan’s
gar ment project

AmMAN, 15 Feb— The
Italian Government ex-
tended 3.5 million euros
(about 5.11 million US
dollars) as a grant to
support the Jordan Centre
for Garment Design and
Training Services project,

according to The Jordan
Times on Thursday.
“Theproject will play a
positive rolein upgrading
the performance of the
Jordanian garment
manufacturing industry
through the provision of

(A vineyard in Europe.
Climate changeis
threatening to redraw
the world' swine-
producing map, and the
effects are already
being seen in earlier
harvests and coar ser
wines, expertstold a
conference on
Friday.—INTERNET

N

/

specialized technical
services and training to
Jordanian companies as
well as individuals
operating in this sector,”
Jordanian Planning and
International Cooperation
Minister Suhair Al-Ali was
quoted as saying.

She indicated that the
project will contribute to
enhance the performance,
productivity and com-
petitiveness of smal and
medium enterprises
operating in the garment
indudry. Jordan Enterprise
Development Cooperation
will implementtheprojectin
cooperation with the Itdian
Foreign Minidry, sad the
report, adding that the
Jordanian dde will provide
the building for the centre
and the needed logistical
back. —MNA/Xinhua

Petrobras announces | oss of
top secret information

Riobe JANEIRO, 16 Feb
— Detailed information
about Brazil’ s recent oil
and gas discoveries was
stolen from a container
in Rio de Janeiro, the
state-owned energy
giant Petrobras said
Thursday.

According to the
company, the data were
stored inahard disk and
two laptops transported
from an exploitation
platformto Macaein Rio
state’ snorthern seashore.

Thievesbrokeintothe
container and stole the
equipment, Petrobras
said. The top secret

17-2-08 NL 5

information was related
to discoveries in deep
water oil fields, such as
theTupi field, announced
last November as the

company’s  biggest
reserve and believed to
bear oil enough todouble
thecountry’ sproduction.

MNA/Xinhua

USinvestor s pledge $10b for
renewable energy

UniTep NATIONS, 16 Feb

US institutional
investors pledged at a UN
summit on Thursday to
invest 10billionUSdollars

over two Yyears in
technologies that aim to
reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and to pressure
companiestodisclosetheir
risks associated with
climate change.

The plan “reflects the
many investment oppor-
tunities that exist today to
put a dent in global
warming pollution, build

Vs

An Indian shopkeeper
arranges a display of
ginger as he waits for
customersin a
wholesale vegetable
and fruit market in
New Delhi, on 9 Feb.
INTERNET

/

8/24/18, 04:12 PM

profits and benefit the
global economy,” said
Mindy Lubber, the
president of Ceres, a
coalition of investors and
environmentd leaders, and
director of the Investor
Network on Climate Risk.
The Cadlifornia Public
Employees Retirement
System, the largest US
pensionfund, andthe state
treasurers or comptrollers
of 11 US states and other
players agreed at the
investor summitonclimate
risk toinvest themoney in
green technologies like
solar and wind power.
MNA/Reuters
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Tear gas scatters
Malaysian “flower power” protest

KuaLAa Lumpur, 16
Feb — Malaysian police
usedwater cannonandtear
gas on Saturday to break
up an anti-government
protest by ethnic Indians
carryingrosestosymbolise
a peaceful demand for
justice.

With the Maaysian
Government concerned
about street protestsin the
run-up to early general

elections on March 8,
around 100 policemen,
including riot police with
helmetsandshields, turned
out to disperse agathering
of about 300 men, women
and children.

Prime Minister
Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi’s ruling coalition
iswidely expectedtoretain
power at thepolls, although
with a reduced mgjority,

but many Indians accuse
his multi-racia coalition,
dominated by ethnic
Malays, of racial
discrimination.

The Hindu Rights
Action Force (Hinref) first
announced the protest in
January asaway to pressits
demand for the release of
fivedfitsleadersjailedunder
toughinternal security laws.

MNA/Reuters

Egypt keen to help solve

Darfur crisis

Calro, 16 Feb— Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed
Abul Gheit on Thursday expressed his country’s
keennessto find a swift settlement for the crisis of the
western Sudaneseregion of Darfur and achievesecurity
and stability in the African country.

Abul Gheit said after his talks with Sudanese
opposition leader Mohamed Osman a-Mirghani that
Egypt is holding contacts with all international and
regional players concerned, including the United
Nations and the African Union, to probe on the means
toestablish peaceand stability in Sudan.—MNA/Xinhua

Timor-Leste issues arrest

warrants for 12 suspects

JaKARTA, 16 Feb—
Timor-Leste has issued
arrest warrants for 12
suspects involved in the
attempted nation of
the country’ stop leaders,
the attorney genera said
on Friday.

In an interview with
reporters, Longuinhos
Monteirosaid 12warrants
werehandedovertopolice
on Thursday andfivemore
would follow soon.
However, thenamesof the
suspects were not
immediately available.

A group of rebels

attacked the homes of
Timor-Leste President
Jose Ramos-Horta and
Prime Minister Xanana
Gusmao this week.
Ramos-Horta was
critically wounded and
wasflowntoAustraliafor
life-saving  medical
treatment while Prime
Minister Gusmao escaped
unharmed.

President Ramos-
Hortahasundergonethree
operationsin ahospital in
the Australian city of
Darwin.

MNA/Xinhua

( Canada’s Jeffrey )
Buttle performs
during a men’sfree
skating at the
I nternational Skating
Union Four
Continents Figure
Skating Chan-
pionshipsin Goyang,
west of Seoul, South
Korea,on Friday.
INTERNET

Spacewalker Rex
Walheim’'s helmet
camera shows space
shuttle astronaut
Stanley Love (L)
moving an experiment
rack into place during a
spacewalk in thisview
fromNASA TV on 15
\_Feb, 2008 —INTERNET )

Thailand says hunter’sbullet hit Canadian tourist

CHiaANG Ml (Thailand),
15 Feb — A Canadian
tourist, shot while riding
in a pickup truck in
northern Thailand, may
have been hit by a stray
bullet fromahunter, police
said on Thursday.

Erik Griffioen, a
university lecturer from
Ontario, was on trekking
holiday withhiswifewhen
he was hit by a .22 bullet
on Wednesday in the
northern city of Chiang
Mai, a popular tourist
destination.

It was the fourth
shooting involving
Canadiansthis year.

“Thebullet that hithim
might have come from a

17-2-08 NL 6

bird hunter or someone
who accidently fired a
gun,” Police Lieutenant
Colonel Thwatchai
Punpigul said. Hesaid the
truck had passed by a

forested area when
Griffioen was shot in the
back. He was recovering
in hospital after an
operation to remove the
bullet. — MNA/Reuters

A 2003 photo shows
Africa’ sfirstcloned cow.
Food produced from
cloned animals will not
be commercially avail-
able for along time due
to coststhat are expected
to remain sky-high,
experts said.—INTERNET

8/24/18, 04:12 PM

"Hotel blazekills 11 in eastern China |

Bewing, 15 Feb— Eleven peoplewerekilled and
fourinjuredinahotel fireineastern China'sZhejiang
Province early on Friday, Xinhua news agency said.

The fire broke out at 1:50 am local time in the
Chengshuai hotel in Yiwu City and was put out
withinanhour. Firefightersrescued 23 people, but 11
died in hospital and four were still being treated,
Xinhuasaid. Yiwuisabooming manufacturing and
commodities trading centre.

In December, afirein aground-floor flower shop
inanother Zhejiang City spreadtoadancehall andan
apartment block above, killing 21 people.

MNA/Reuters

US charges|sraeli man over

stolen French antiques

New Y ork, 15 Feb— USauthoritieshavecharged
anlsraeli manwith attemptingto sell art and antiques
in New Y ork City that had been stolen from Parisin
the late 1990s.

Solly Sinai, 53, who posed as an art dealer, was
arrested in January in Parisand isbeing held there by
French authorities after he tried to sell the goodsin
New Y ork in June 2000, according to an indictment
unsealedon Thursday. They werestolenin 1997 and
1998 from two antiques stores and aParisresidence.

MNA/Reuters

Russian anti-graft prosecutor
killed by hitman

Moscow, 15 Feb — The prosecutor of Russia's
Volga Region of Saratov was killed overnight and
policebelieve hismurder could belinked to hisanti-
corruption drive, Russian media reported on
Thursday. Yevgeny Grigoryev died late on
Wednesday from gunshot wounds after an unknown
person armed with a pistol with a silencer attacked
him near hisapartmentinthecourtyard of theregional
prosecutor's headquarters. — MNA/Reuters

Gunmen kill nine family members
in north of Baghdad

TikrIT, (Iraq), 16 Feb— Unknown gunmen shot
dead nine members of afamily in their housein the
village of Awjain Salahudin Province on Thursday,
aprovincia police source said.

“Labib Ali al-Zaidan, hiswife, and their seven
sons were killed when unknown gunmen before
dawn stormed their house in the Awja Village, the
birthplaceof thetoppled president SaddamHussein,”
the source told Xinhua on condition of anonymity.

MNA/Xinhua
\_ J
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We all have to be dutiful

Everyone has to do their duties, for example,
fulfiling the basic needs of thefamily or the society
concerned. A beeconsumesnectar from flowersfor
itslivingand hasto participatein buildingabeehive,
collect nectar, and pollinate flowers for its
community. Similarly, cattle haveto help manwith
ploughing, carrying logs and bamboo, and
transporting loads. The areaof dutiesman hasto do
iswider and more important than that of any other
creature.

Human beings have to carry out not only their
duties but also that of their society, that of others,
and that of their nation and people concerned. Men
of variouswalks of life and various ages haveto do
their duties. A dutiful society can make progress
systematically, while an irresponsible society will
beindisorder without disciplineandwill facefailures.

Duties are of different kinds such asindividual
duties, family duties, dutiesfor thesociety, regionor
organization concerned, and Stateduties. Only when
the entire people do their bit, will it be possible for
the people to achieve soon the goal of building a
peaceful, modern and devel oped democratic nation
with flourishing discipline. Otherwise, it will take
long unnecessarily to have mission accomplished
anditwill bedifficultto safeguard thenew nationin
the long run.

In taking charge of duties, some think that
dutifulness means just working dutifully. Some
think that dutifulness means carrying out tasks

perfunctorily. And some think that dutifulness means
carrying out tasks accordingly. In fact, shouldering
dutieswith asenseof duty ismany timesmoredelicate
with much more essence than what they consider.

For agovernment employee, does punctuality and
just doing daily routines mean dutifulness, and does
his carrying out tasks assigned by his superiors mean
dutifulness? For a public member, does shouldering
family duties mean dutifulness? Such persons can get
poor benefits derived from their manual or mental
labour in proportion to his contribution. The term
“dutifulness” will be meaningful only when a person
doeshisdutieswithgoodwill,innovationsanddiligence
intheinterestsof hissociety, the peopleand thenation.

In some cases, people should not ignore certain
matters, thinking that they are not their concerns. He
should deal with them as soon as he notices what is
inappropriatetoasituation. Inthat regard, heshould do
so as a superior, colleague, friend, acquaintance or
public member. The person who makes mistakes may
not be satisfied with others’ constructive criticism and
even may hate them. In the absence of corrective
measures, hemay think that heisright and hekeepson
making samemistakes. So, making positivesuggestions
is, indeed, agood habit.

For example, some disciplines are in force in
region or department-wisefor keeping theenvironment
clean and pleasant, such as signboards that say “No
spitting”, “No smoking”, “No rubbish”, “ Keep off the
grass’ and “No plucking of flowers’. If a person

Duties are of different kinds such as
Individual duties, family duties, dutiesfor the
society, region or or ganization concer ned, and
State duties. Only when the entire people do
their bit, will it be possible for the peopleto
achieve soon the goal of building a peaceful,
moder nand developed democr atichation with
flourishing discipline. Otherwise, it will take
long unnecessarily to have mission
accomplished and it will be difficult to
safeguard the new nation in thelong run.

~ AyeChan

violatesarestriction, anyonewho noticesthat should

point out and correct the act, because the act of an
undisciplined person can destroy thecleanlinessand
systematic arrangements of the environment. So, a
person who happensto violatetherestriction should
accept thepositivecomment and correct hismistakes.

The exercise of the saying “One should not
ignorethepracticeof others’ canbring about negative
results rather than positive ones. In reality, people
should not commit the mal practicethat iscommitted
by many. If the remaining persons follow his
mal practice instead of correcting his offence, they
will happen to indulge in committing mal practice.
And one should noticeif the number of the persons
who follow others’ misconduct is on the increase,
and that will have adverse effects on and harm the
interests of the State.

However, it is not that easy. He should be
resistant enough to unfair criticisms, should deal
with hardships, andwill haveto makesomesacrifices
in that regard because he is doing so just in the
interests of others. And if he, out of fear of being
criticized, fail stopoint out someone’ smishehaviours,
there will be no positive results. So, the people are
urgedtododutieswithasenseof duty andfaithfulness.

Today, the world is advancing rapidly. So, al
should seek innovations all the more in accordance
with the prevailing situations, instead of working
with only conventional methods. The nation will be
developed and modernized both in form and in
essence only when duties are carried out through
farsightedness and innovations.

So, theterm“ dutifulness” will reflectitsessence
only when a duty is carried out thoroughly, after
taking al the factsinto consideration in all aspects.
In other words, one should shoulder one' s duties as
soon aspossibletill no one needsto give oneahand.
Itwill not bewiseif onethinksitisusual and onehas
to do asusua asfar asone can, and otherswill have
to correct one's mistakes. If so, one will not be
dutiful and it cannot be considered that oneisloyal.

The entire people should do their duties with a
sense of duty. And with development of human
resources with code of conduct, and right views,
concept and conviction, the nation will have a
prosperousfuture. So, the entire people are exhorted
to do their duties with a sense of duty.

Trandation: MS

*kkk*k
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DHF and diarrhoea control
campaign launched in
Thingangyun Township

Y ANGON, 16 Feb
— Chairman of Y angon
Division Peace and
Development Council
Commander of Yangon
Command Mgj-Gen Hla
Htay Win heard reports
on outbreak of dengue
haemorrhagic fever and
diarrhoea in the
townships of Yangon
Division, preventive
measures and sanitation
tasks presented by the

heads of Yangon
Division and
Thingangyun Township
Health Departments and
officials and gave
necessary instructions at
the office of
Thingangyun Township
Development Affairs
Committee thismorning.

Next, the
commander inspected
conducting educative
talks, preventivemeasures

GYHYBYBYBYBYEYHYEYBYBYEYE
Q) With noble mind

—In serving public interest
} —Do not deviate from own way
\ —Because of slanders

—Just carry

Q)
=~
RO

it on

(Venerable Shwe Hintha Sayadaw)

THRNRARORHNHNLSROR

SerD

against DHF and spraying
of insecticideanddredging
of ditchesal ong Pyithayar

and Zawtikastreetsin the
township.

MNA

Extended refectory, dispensary, Kyaiklat Dhammathala
Chamber, e-Library donated to State Pariyatti Sasana
University (M andalay)

Nay Pyi Taw, 16
Feb—Mandalay Division
Union Solidarity and
Development Association
donated the extended
refectory, the dispensary,
Kyaiklat Dhammathala
Chamber ande-Library to
State Pariyatti Sasana
University (Mandalay) in
Aungmyethazan
Township this morning.

SecretariatMem-
ber of the USDA Minister
for Industry-1 U Aung
Thaung, wife Daw Khin
KhinYi andthe Secretary
of Mandalay Division
USDA offered documents
related to the donationsto
Rector Sayadaw Agga
MahaPanditaDr Pandita-
varabhivamsa.

Executives and
wellwishersdonated alms
tomembersof theSangha.

The Secretariat
Member, wife and
wellwishers visited the
extended refectory, the
dispensary and the room
for the patient monks.

The ceremony to
inaugurate Shwelaung
Creek Bridgein L etwegyi
Village of Madaya
Township was held at the
bridge. Executive of
Mandalay  Division
USDA U Myo Thant and

Inauguration of Shwelaung Creek Bridge in progress.—mnNA

officials opened the
bridge.

Chairman  of
Madaya Township
Sangha Nayaka
Committee Bhaddanta
Kovida, L etwegyi
Village = Monastery

Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Kundala, Patron of
Mandalay  Division
USDA Chairman of
Mandalay Division Peace
and Development
Council Commander of
Centra Command Brig-
Gen Tin Ngwe and the
Secretariat Member
sprinkled scented water
onthebridgeand strolled
along the bridge.

The commander
and the minister gave
speeches.

The Secretariat
member handed over
documents related to the
bridge to alocal.

Shwelaung
Bridgeis44 feetlong and
12 feet wide, and it can

withstand 20-ton loads.

The bridge will
contribute to
improvement of health,
education, economic and
social sectors of the local
people residing in 52
villages from both sides
of the bridge.

MNA

Mayor inspectsrepair of
pavementsin Yangon

Y ANGON, 16 Feb—Chairman of Y angon City
Development CommitteeMayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein
Lin, accompanied by officials concerned, arrived at
the junction of Anawrahta and Seikkantha Streets in
Kyauktada Township this morning.

He inspected progress in construction of
pavements along Anawratha Road from 39th Street to
Pansodan Street in Kyauktada Township.

The mayor aso inspected construction of an
underground drain measuring 74 feet long, 3 feet wide
and 3 feet deep crossing Mahabandoola Street in
Lanmadaw Township and repaving of the pavements
aong Inya Road from University Avenue to Pyay
Road in Kamayut Township.—MNA

* Do not be frightened whenever
intimidated

* Do not be bolstered whenever flat-
tered

* Do not be softened whenever appeased
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7th M edical Academic
Seminar opened

Nav Py1 Taw, 16 Feb— Theopening ceremony
of the 7th M edical Academic Seminar of theDepartment
of Medical Science under the Ministry of Health was
opened at the meeting hall of the ministry, here, this
morning.

Deputy Minister for Health Dr Paing Soe
made an opening speech on the occasion.

Afterwards, Director-General of the
Department of Medical Science Professor Dr Than
Myint, deputy directors-general, rectors, directorsand
faculty memberstook part inthe discussionsto launch
the entrance system for pursuing medical science and
its related subjects.

The seminar continues tomorrow.

MNA

Deputy Minister Dr Paing Soe addresses 7th Medical Academic Seminar of Department of
Medical Science—mNA

8/24/18, 04:12 PM
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Commander attends meeting of Nay Pyi Taw
Traffic Rules Enforcement Supervisory Committee

Commander Maj-Gen Wai Lwin addresses
Nay Pyi Taw Traffic Rules Enforcement
Supervisory Committee meeting (6/2008).
MNA

NAY Pyi Taw, 16 Feb — The Nay Pyi Taw
Traffic Rules Enforcement Supervisory Committee
held the meeting No 6/2008 at the hall of Nay Pyi Taw
Command, here, yesterday afternoon.

In hisinstructions, Patron of the Supervisory
Committee Commander of Nay Pyi Taw Command
Maj-Gen Wai Lwin called for reduction of traffic
accidents, assignment of dutiestoqualifieddriversand
future tasks to be carried out.

The chairman of the supervisory committee
reported inspection of work, future tasks of the
committee and remindersissued by the committee.

Officia sof thecommitteesand subcommittees
submitted reportsontheir respectivework being done.

After attending to the needs, the commander
made the concluding remarks.

MNA

Energy Minister
recaelves Chinese
Ambassador

Nay Pvi Taw, 16 Feb— Minister for Energy
Brig-Gen Lun Thi received Ambassador of the
People’'s Republic of China to Myanmar Mr Guan
Mu at his office, here, yesterday.

They cordialy discussed matters on energy
sector.

MNA

Minister Brig-Gen Lun Thi receives Chinese
Ambassador Mr Guan Mu.

MNA

New tarred road and
bridge opened In
Pyapon Township

Y ANGON, 16 Feb — A ceremonyto open the
new tarred road at theentranceto Kyonkadun Village
and Thameinhtaw-Kani village bridge built by
Pyapon Township Development Affairs Committee
was held at the corner of the road on 12 February
morning.

First, Assistant Engineer of the Township
Development Affairs Committee U Kyaw Khine
explained the salient points of the tarred road.

Chairman of Pyapon Township Peace and
Development Council U Myo Myint Zaw, Executive
Officer of the Township Development Committee
Deputy Director U Tin Win and Secretary of the
Township USDA U Win Myint formally opened the
road.

Thenewly opened tarred road is 758 feet long
and 10feet wideand the concretebridgeis 10feet long
and 12 feet wide.

MNA
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“Year of Spain” ends in success

MADRID, 16 Feb—The closing ceremony of
the*Year of Spain” washeld in Madrid on Thursday,
marking the successof the Spanish themeyear which
started in China at the beginning of 2007.

Chinese Foreign Minister Y ang Jiechi sent a
congratulatory letter. Spanish Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs Bernardino Leon Gross and Chinese
Ambassador to Spain Qiu Xiaogi attended the
ceremony. In his message, Yang Jiechi expressed
congratulation to the success of the “Y ear of Spain.”
Hestressed that thisyear marked the 35th anniversary
of the establishment of China-Spain diplomatic ties.

China is willing to continue to develop the
friendship between the two peoples and promote
cooperation in various areas, bringing the relations
between the two countries to a higher level, Yang
said.—MNA/Xinhua

China's CRCC
approved for PO

Belang, 16 Feb— China’ ssecuritiesregul ator
formally okayed on Thursday theinitial publicoffering
(IPO) of China Railway Construction Corporation
(CRCC), one of the nation’s largest road and rail
project contractors.

The company received a formal approval
from China Securities Regulatory Commission for its
plan to issue 2.8 hillion shares in Shanghai and the
prospectus will be released on Friday, said an official
with the commission.

Theofficial, who required anonymity, did not
disclose the specific date of listing at the Shanghai
bourse. —MNA/Xinhua

8/24/18, 04:12 PM

(" Penguins make
their way out of
icy Antarctic
water and across
rocky terrain.
Global warming
could make
Antarctic waters
moreinviting to
crabs and sharks
that would
threaten the
frigid
continent’s
unique
ecosystem,
biologists
warned on
Friday.
9 INTERNET




10 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Sunday, 17 February, 2008

Ve

Hetty Bower, aged 102, right, joinsBianca Jagger and other anti-war protesters,
on their way to 10 Downing Street to deliver a letter of protest to British Prime
\_ Minister Gordon Brown, in London, on 15 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

Anti-war protestersdeliver

letter to Brown

Lonpon, 16 Feb —
Anti-war protestersFriday
deliveredalettertoBritish
Prime Minister Gordon
Brown to protest at the
war and occupationinlrag
and Afghanistan and urge
the pullout of British
troops from the two
countries.

Theletter, written by
theLondon-based Stopthe
War Coalition, was
handed over by a
delegation of marchers
from an anti-lrag War
demonstration in 2003,
including the oldest and
youngest demonstrators,

103-year-old Hetty Bower
and five-year-old Alfie
Sedley.

The letter to Brown
referred to the anti-war
march five years ago and
said, “We said then that
thewar wouldbeadisaster
- everything that we said
then hasbeen proved to be
true’.

“There are still
thousands of British
troopsinlrag, whoseonly
role seems to be to give
cover to George Bush and
the disastrous US
occupation,” said the
letter.

“Meanwhile the
number of British troops
inAfghanistanisgrowing
and the occupation there
is causing devastation,”
it said.

The Stop the War
Coalition, set up on 21
September, 2001, has
opposed the various
warsthat are claimed to
be part 20f the ongoing
war on terrorism. It has
beenthe most prominent
group in Britain
campaigning against
war in Afghanistan and
Irag.

MNA/Xi nhua)

Malaysian police arrest two
In protest as pollsloom

KuaLA LumPuR, 16 Feb—Malaysian policebroke
up asmall anti-government protest on Friday, arresting
two people after a scuffle, asthe country braced for a
freshflurry of protestsahead of elections next month.

In a sign of the administration’s sensitivity to
street protestsin the run-up to the March 8 poll, about
100 police turned out to disperse a group of just 15
opposition party supporters outside the Malaysian
King's Palace.

They had gathered at theimposing yellow-domed
palace to urge the king to alter what they said were
unfair electoral rules.

The monarch, currently abroad on holiday, isa
symbolic head of state, but opposition parties have
chosen to lobby him because they say they distrust
the Election Commission and the ruling coalition,
which haseffectively governed since independence.

MNA/Reuters

UNSG presses Bush on
climate change

WasHingTON, 16 Feb — UN Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon on Friday pressed US President George
WBushtotakemoreof aleadershiproleinnegotiations
on anew global pact to fight global warming.

The United States, which has been a reluctant
partner in climate diplomacy under Bush, abruptly
reversed course at climate change talks in Bali,
Indonesia, in December and joined 190 nations in
agreeing to negotiate a new accord by late 20009.

“It would be ... very much important for the
international community to sustain the momentum
established in Bali, December last year, in climate
change,” Ban told Bush after an Oval Office meeting.

He said the United States, with its innovative
technologies and financial capabilities, had a critical
role to play in advancing the globally accepted
framework from the Bali summit.

“l count on your leadership and active
participation,” Bantoldanodding Bush. “| doappreciate
your constructive engagement in this. ... | count on
your leadership.” —MNA/Reuters
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Bomb kills
one, wounds
two in
Mexico City

Mexico City, 16 Feb
—A bomb exploded ona
street near the Security
Ministry in central
Mexico City on Friday,
killing one person and
wounding two.

No group claimed
responsibility for theblast
andtherewas nowarning.
The Mexican Govern-
mentislockedinaviolent
battlewithdruggangsand
hasyet to catch left-wing
rebels who planted small
bombs at oil installations
last year.

Hundredsof officers
inriot gear blocked roads
around the bomb siteand
evacuated nearby build-
ings as police helicopters
hovered overhead.

MNA/Reuters

The site of an Isradli raid in the Bureij refugee camp, central Gaza Strip.
French Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner urged I srael to lift its blockade
of the Gaza Strip and to freeze its policy of building settlementsin the West

Bank, at the start of a visit to the region on 16 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

Jihad says|srael’sinvasion to reunite

Gaza, 16 Feb — A
senior |[damicJihad leader
said Thursday that |srael
will not invade the Gaza
Strip becausesuchamove
would reunite the
Palestinians while |sragl
was interested in keeping
an internal Palestinian

Palestinians
division.

“But Israel may
expand the range and
extends the time of its
military operations,”
Gaza-based Jihad leader
Mohammed al-Hendi told
reporters.

“This requires the

Palestinian resistance to
be on aert to face the
occupation forces,” said
a-Hendi. Israel has been
threatening to increase
attacks in the Gaza Strip
in response to the
continuing rocket attacks
launched by Gaza

8/24/18, 04:12 PM
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militants against southern
Israel territories.
MNA/Xinhua

A highway on theoutski rt;
of Sydney is cut off by
risingfloodwatersin June
2007. Someof theworld’s
top companieshavevowed
to step up their effortsto
cut greenhouse gas emis-
sions, saying govern-
mentswerefailingtoshow
sufficient leader-ship
in the fight against
global warming.
INTERNET
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Thisrecent picture
released by Swiss car
maker Rinspeed
shows people aboard

Heart illuminations for Valentine' s Day.
Valentine's Day e-greetings from a stranger
could deliver more than the recipient bargained
for in the shape of a destructive “ Trojan horse’
that hijacks computers, the FBI warned on

Tuesday.—INTERNET

Rinspeed’s new
model, the sQuba,
theworld sfirst real
submersible car that
will be presented at
the 2008 Geneva car
show in March.

INTERNET

A child looks at a

turtle representing
Easter 1sland, made
with citrusfruit, that
illustrate the I slands

of the World theme
of the 75th Lemon

Festival, on 16 Feb,
2008, in Menton,
southern France.

INTERNET

Bao Xishun, 56, a 2.36-metre(7-ft 9-inch) herdsman
shakes hand with He Pingping,19, a 0.73-metre
(2-ft5-inch) manlistedbytheGuinnessWorldRecords
asthewor|d' sshortest man, duringavisittoaparkin
Chifeng, | nner Mongolia AutonomousRegion on 16
Feb, 2008. Bao and He will attend a carnival
in Madrid on 18 February, local media

reported.— |INTERNET

MELBOURNE, 16 Feb — A giant
eaglehasbeenemployed by Australian
arts officials to protect a showcase
building against marauding flocks of
native cockatoo parrots causing
thousands of dollars in damage to its
spire.

A Wedge-tailed eagle named
“Zorro”, named after the legendary
swordsman, wastethered on Friday to
the 163-metre (531 feet) roof spire of
the Melbourne Arts Centre after
cockatoostook aliking toitsthimble-
size lights, chewing up 63,000 US
gollars worth of bulbs.

" Australia arts centre employs
eagle, falcon guards

Wedge-tails, whichhavea2.5metre
(8.3 feet) wingspan, are one of the
world’slargest eagles and are a natural
predator of cockatoos, which are
notoriousfor chewingtheir way through
everything from crops to satellite dish
cables.

Arts centre spokesman Jeremy
Vincent said Zorro would be tied to the
spire every day for six weeks as atrial,
with previous controls having failed to
scare off the “marauding” cockatoos, a
white parrot with a distinctive yellow
head crest.

MNA/Reuters

Weddingsin BuenosAires double
in Valentine’'s Day

BuenosAlRes, 15 Feb— Theamount
of officia weddingsdoubledon Thursday
on Valentine's Day in Argentina's
capital, Buenos Aires.

BuenosAires' civil wedding registry
normally hasan average of 56 marriages
per day but on Thursday it foresees that
this number would be some 119
weddings, since many couples pick this
day to officially formalize their
relationships.

Therestaurant sector also earned alot
of money on Thursday, because 75 per
cent of the restaurant tables in Buenos
Aires were reserved in advance. 14

J

February, Valentine's Day, was a
disregarded festivity in Argentina
but business advertisement has
made it more popular in this South
American country.On this Vae-ntine's
Day, the sales of presents increased 16
per cent compared with the same day of
2007.

Meanwhile, Argentina’'s Social
Development Ministry will take ad-
vantage of this specia day of love and
friendship to hand over free condoms
and contraceptive information to
inhabitantsin this city.

MNA/Xinhua /
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Bird flu kills second Viethamese

Hanol, 15 Feb— Bird
flu has killed a 40-year-
old Viethamese manwho
might have been infected
after eatingsick chickens,
state-run media said on
Thursday.

Hisdeathisthesecond
in Vietham from avian
influenzathis year.

The man died in a
Hanoi hospital on
Wednesday four days
after beingtreatedforlung
and kidney failure, the

thisyear

Liberation Saigon news-
paper quotedthehospita’s
deputy director, Nguyen
Hong Ha, as saying.

The Heath Ministry
reported that tests
confirmed the man from
the northern province of
Hai Duong, 50 kilometres
(31 miles) southeast of
Hanoi, had the H5N1
virus.

It brought to 49 the
country’s toll from bird
flu. Health officialshave

been monitoring the
man’ srelatives sincelast
week after he and his
family ate two chickens
that had died from
unknown causes. Dead
chickens have also been
reported in the
neighbourhood.

Last month, bird flu
killed a 32-year-old man
from an ethnic minority
group in the northern
provinceof TuyenQuang.

MNA/Reuters

Study says pepper may help
disfiguring skin condition

Lonpon, 16 Feb —
Black pepper couldlead to
better treatments for a
disfiguring skin condition
that affectsabout 1 per cent
of theworld’ s population,
Britishresearcherssaidon
Thursday.

A team at King's
College London showed
in a study of mice that
pi perine— thecompound
that givesblack pepper its
spicy, pungent flavour —

and its synthetic
derivatives hel ped
stimulate pigmentationin
the skin of people with
vitiligo.

Piperine was
particularly effective
when combined with
phototherapy treatment
usingultravioletradiation,
the researchers said in a
study to be published in
the British Journal of
Dermatology.

| ndonesian

Navy buys

tanks from Russia

JakARTA, 16 Feb —
Thelndonesian Navy has
orderedtanksfromRussia
and South Korea to
modernize its weaponry
system, which according
to the Navy chief
Thursday was 90 per cent
out of date.

“We have placed
orders but they aren’t
delivered yet,” Navy
Chief of Staff Admiral
Sumardjono was quoted

by leading news website
Detikcom as saying
during a visit to the
Surabaya Naval Base in
East Java.
He declined to cite
figure.
MNA/Xinhua

“We have shown that
topical treatment with
piperine stimulates even
pigmentationintheskin,”
Antony Young, a
photobiologist at King's
College who worked on
the study, said in a
statement.

“This provides
support for the future
clinical evaluation of
piperineanditsderivatives
as novel treatments for
vitiligo.”

Thedisease, towhich
pop star Michael Jackson
has in the past attributed
his  gradual skin
whitening, destroys the
melanin which gives skin
its colour. Melanin
protects from ultraviolet
rayssovictimsrunamuch
higher risk of skin cancer.

MNA/Reuters

Bird flu spreads
to another
Bangladesh

digtrict

DHaka, 16 Feb—Bird
flu has spread to another
district in Bangladesh
despite massive culling
by authorities to contain
the outbreak, officials
said on Friday, bringing
the number of affected
districtsto 42 out of 64.

Veterinary workers
culled nearly 25,000
fowls after tests con-
firmed some chickens
had died from the avian
influenza virus in
Comilla, in the south
east, livestock officials
said.

The H5N1 virus, first
detected in Bangladesh
in March last year, was
quickly brought under
control through aggre-
ssive measures, in-
cluding culling. But it
reappeared few months
ago, apparently because

of lax follow-up
monitoring, experts say.
MNA/Reuters
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| nsurgentskilled, nine detained
In SAfghanistan

KagsuL, 15 Feb — The US-led coalition forces have killed several insurgents
and detai ned nine armed individual sin southern Afghan provinces of Uruzgan and
Zabul during two separate operations, the military said Thursday.

The forces using aerial-delivered munitions attacked a group of insurgents on
motorcycles in Tarin Kot District of Uruzgan Province Wednesday, killing “a
number of insurgents’, said a coalition statement released here.

It added that the militants were associated with a Taleban |eader responsiblefor
conducting anti-government activitiesin the area.

In a follow-on search of compounds in the district targeting the local-based
Taleban leader and hisfollowers, the Coalition said they killed“ anumber of armed
insurgents” and detained three armed individuals. —MNA/Xinhua

NASCAR drivers head through thetri-oval during a Daytona 500 practice
run on Friday afternoon 15 Feb, 2008 at the Daytona | nternational
Speedway in Daytona Beach, Fla. The 50th running of the Daytona 500
starts on Sunday afternoon.—INTERNET

8/24/18, 04:12 PM

M eningococcemia cases
reported in Delhi,
six killed

New DeLHi, 15 Feb—
Six deaths and 43 cases of
meningococcemia have
beenreportedinthelndian
capital Delhi so  far this
year, prompting the
authorities to notice the
deadly bacterial infection,
the local newspaper
Hindustan Times reported
Wednesday.

Delhi’s  health
department said that 28
cases were reported in
January and 15 new cases
found currently in
February.

This disease pesks in
April and May and cases
will continueto pour intill
then. Wearetrackingdown

the families of infected
people and giving them
precautionary medicines,”
said Yadav, municipa
health officer.

More cases are coming
from areas which are
congested and there is
lack of hygiene, Yadav
said.

Meningococcemiais a
severe bacteria infection
intheblood stream. The
disease can cause death in
as little as 12 hours after
infecting the patient. Sixty
deathsand 441 caseswere
reportedin 2005 while34
deathsand 486 caseswere
reported in 2006 in Delhi.

MNA/Xinhua

Truck collision kills two,
causes chemical leak
In Anhui

Herel, 16 Feb — A truck collision in the eastern
province of Anhui killed two people and led to a
chemical leak, local traffic police said on Thursday.

Theaccident occurredaround 6:30amon Wednesday
inBengbu, whichisinthenorthern part of theprovince
on a highway linking Nanjing and Luoyang in Henan
Province. A truck rear-ended a tanker truck carrying
cyclohexane, atoxic chemical that can causeirritation

to the eyes and skin.

Two people died on the scene and another was
injured. Local traffic police and fire-fighters managed
to cap the leak. Investigations were continuing.

MNA/Xinhua



Lonpon, 15 Feb —
“Good” bacteria com-
monly foundin probiotic
yoghurts and drinks may
be fatal for people with
severe  cases  of
pancreatitis, Dutch
researchers said on
Thursday.

More than twice as
many patientswithsevere
formsof thediseasegiven
probiotic supplementsto
prevent infections died
compared to those who
received placebos, the
researchersreportedin a
study in the Lancet
medical journal.

“The adverse effects
of probiotics noted here
were unexpected,” Hein
\Gooszen and colleagues

at the University Medical
Centre Utrecht in the
Netherlands  wrote.
“Several studies have
associated probioticswith
a reduction in infectious
pancreatitis.” (Gooszen
was careful not to link
probiotics to any other
specificconditionbut said
they should not be given
toseverelyill patientswith
organ failure and on a
feeding tube.

Probiotics contain live
microorganisms, usually
so-called good bacteria,
that colonizetheintestine.

They are sold as sup-
plements but also found
naturally in  many
fermented food including
yogurt and certain juices.

Probiotics may be fatal |
IN acute pancreatitis

Humans normally
carry severa pounds of
bacteriaintheir intestines,
and they are key to
digestion, immune
system function and
possibly play other
beneficial roles. They can
also out-compete “bad”
bacteria that may cause
disease.

They have been used
as a treatment for pan-
creatitis, an inflam-
mation of the pancreas
that can precede
pancreatic cancer.

The condition usually
develops and subsides
quickly but can destroy
the function of the vital
organ when untreated.

MNA/Reuter 5
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France has earmarked 500,000 euros (735,000 dollars) to save the great
hamster, a species threatened with extinction through loss of habitat in its
native Alsace, the ecology ministry said on 16 Feb, 2008.—I NTERNET

Hair from women with breast cancer can be

distinguished from hair obtained from women

without the disease, researchersin Australia
report.—INTERNET

Pentagon plansto shoot down
disabled satellite

WasHINGTON, 15 Feb
— The Pentagon plansto
shootdownadisabledUS
spy satellite before it
enters the atmosphere
to prevent a potentially
deadly leak of toxic
gas from the vehicle's
fuel tank, officials said
on Thursday.

President George W
Bush decided to have the
Navy shoot the 5,000-
pound (2,270-kilo)
minivansized satellite
with a modified tactical
missile, after security
advisers suggested its
reentry couldleadtoaloss
of life.

US officials said they
were not trying to protect
classified information
on the satellite or to
demonstrate their ca-
pabilitiesto China, which
downed one of
its own satellites with
a missile last year,
drawing criticism from
Washington.

Someexpertsdisagreed
and questioned the risks
associated with shooting
down the satellite.

Two defence officials
also cited disagreement
withinthe Administration
over the action and said
the decision appeared to

have been strongly
influenced by the White
House.

The Pentagon hopesto
strike the satellite just
before it reaches the
atmosphere and drive
it into ocean waters.
Officials would not
estimate the likelihood of
success, only calling it
high.

Thousands of space
objects fall to Earth
each year, but they
generally scatter over a
huge area and there have
never been any reported
injuries.

MNA/Reuters

New target promises better
asthma, allergy drugs

LonDoN, 16 Feb —
Scientists said on Friday
they were a step closer to
developing anew class of
easy-to-take asthma and
alergy drug, capable of
tackling the underlying
cause of disease rather
than just the symptoms.

By targetingaprotein
called pl1l0delta,
researchers believe they
canblock alergicreactions
before symptoms occur,
yet avoid a widespread
shut-down of the body’s
immune system.

Bart Vanhaesebroeck
fromBartsandtheLondon
School of Medicine and
Dentistry said new
research had proved the
role of the protein in

17-2-08 NL 13

allergic reactionsin mice,
which would encourage
drug firms to accelerate
devel opment of treatments.

Vanhaesebroeck and
colleagues worked
alongside Merck-Serono
on the project, the results
of which were published
on Friday in the Journal
of Immunology.

Other drugmakers—
including Pfizer Inc,
Genentech Inc, Boe-
hringer Ingelheim and
biotech firms Piramed
Pharma of Britain and
US-based Calistoga
Pharmaceuticals — were
asointerestedinthearea,
Vanhaesebroeck saidina
telephone interview.

MNA/Reuters

Qila, a 12-year-old
beluga whale, swims
towards atrainer at the
Vancouver Aquarium
in Vancouver, British
Columbia, on 14 Feb,
2008. The Aquarium
announced that Quila
ispregnant and isdue
to deliver her calf
in July or August.
INTERNET

Pakistan, India agreetoincrease air links

IsL.amBAD, 16 Feb —
Old rivals Pakistan and
India agreed on Friday to
increase the number of
flightsand routes between
their countries and allow
more airlines to operate
them, they said.

Theagreementwasthe
latest sign of steadily
improvingtiesbetweenthe

nuclear-armedneighbours,
four years after they
launched atentative peace
process.

“Both sidesexpressed
satisfaction that the new
arrangementwouldfurther
theobjectiveof facilitating
people to people contact,
business and trade
activities,” the two

8/24/18, 04:12 PM

countries said in a
statement.

Transport links, as
well as other interactions
including trade, have for
yearsbeenlimited between
the countries, which have
fought three wars since
1947 and nearly went to
war afourth timein 2002.
At the moment, only one
airline from each country
operates between the
Pakistani cities of Lahore
andKarachi andthelndian
citiesof Mumbai and New
Delhi.

Aviation officials
agreed after two days of
talks in Pakistan to add
India's Chennai and
the Pakistani capital
| slamabad as destinations
andtoincreasethenumber
of flights from each side
every week to 28 from 12.

Each side can
designate three airlines to
operate on the agreed
routes, they said.

MNA/Reuters
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Salzburg’'s Ezequiel Carboni (R) ischallenged by
Mattersburg’'s Cem Atan during their Austrian
League soccer match in Salzburg , Austria
on 15 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

L eader s Porto easeto victory

over Maritimo

Liseon, 16 Feb — L eaders Porto warmed up for next
week's Champions League game at Schalke 04 with a
3-0winat MaritimointhePortuguese Premier L eagueon
Friday. Porto top the standings with 47 points from 19
matches, 13 ahead of second-placed Benfica who visit
struggling Naval on Saturday. Third-placed VitoriaGui-
maraes, on 31, travel to ninth- placed Nacional Madeira.

Porto, on course for their third successive domestic
title, went ahead on the stroke of the halftimewith agoal
by Argentine striker Lisandro Lopez, who fired home

from the edge of the area.

Maritimo, reduced to 10 men in the 60th minutewhen
Angolan Djalmawas sent off for two bookabl e offences,
conceded the second goal five minutes later. Moroccan
international winger Tarik Sektioui dotted in arebound
after coming on as a substitute. —MINA/Reuters

Grafite goals hand Schalke

home defeat

BERLIN, 16 Feb — Schalke 04 missed achanceto go
second in the Bundediga when two late goals from
Brazilian striker Grafite consigned them to a2-1 defeat
at hometo VL Wolfsburg on Friday.

Schalke, who carry the flag for Germany in the
Champions League when they host Porto on Tuesday,
looked to be on their way to afourth successive league
win when Uruguay forward Vicente Sanchez put them
ahead inthe 65th minute. But Grafite took advantage of
a defensive mix-up to grab an equdizer in the 73rd
minute and blasted home the winner from the penalty
spot six minutes from time after Schalke goalkeeper
Manuel Neuer tripped Edin Dzeko.

Schalke remain third with 35 points, five behind
leaders Bayern Munich who visit Hanover 96 on Sun-
day. Second-placed Werder Bremen, who have 37
points, host Nuremberg on Saturday. Wolfsburg were
struggling to hold on for more than hour, as Schalke
launched attack after attack, but their dightly fortunate
equalizer changed the game. —MNA/Reuters

Schalke’ s Kevin Kuranyi, Wolfsburg's Jacek
Krzynowek, Wolfsburg's Jonathan Santana and
Schalke’s goalkeeper Manuel Neuer, from left,

fight for the ball during the German first division

Bundesliga soccer match between FC Schalke 04

and VfL Wolfsburg in Gelsenkirchen, Germany,
on 15 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

CROSSWORDS PUZZLE

Al-Arabi's Waleed Hamzah (R) fights for the ball
with Umm Salal's Saoud Ghanem during their
Qatar Championship soccer match in Doha
on 15 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

Russanbillionaireincreases
stakein Arsenal FC

Lonpon, 16 Feb — Billionaire Alisher Usmanov
hasincreased theamount of sharesheownsin Arsenal
Football Club by around 1 per cent to morethan 24 per
cent, the company representing him said on Friday.

Red and White Holdings, theinvestment vehiclefor
the Russian businessman which has David Dein asits
chairman, said in a statement it now holds over 24 per
cent in Arsenal Holdings Plc, having held 23 per cent
since last September.

Red and White would be required to launch a
takeover for the club, the Premier League leaders,
under London Stock Exchangerulesonceit has 30 per
cent of the shares—MNA/Reuters

ACROSS
1 Less disturbed
4 Illuminatiions
7 Nameless
9 Old Venetian head of
State
10 Defeat
11 White heron
13 Stoat
14 Extreme fear
15 Stuck down
17 Indifference
19 Cook in oven
20 State of mind
22 Wicked
23 Bargain
24 Closer
25 Sunburnt
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Brazil President urgesinjured
Ronaldo not to give up

Sao PauLo, 16 Feb— Brazil'sPresident Luiz Inacio
Lulada Silva has urged internationa striker Ronaldo
to keep his head up and work hard to overcome his
latest career-threatening kneeinjury. The31-year-old
AC Milan player underwent surgery on hisleft kneein
Paris on Thursday after collapsing in pain during a
gameagainst Livornoin Italy, fuelling specul ation the
Brazilian's storied career may be over.

Lula, a self-described sports fanatic who peppers
his speecheswith soccer metaphors, said on Friday he
and "millions of Brazilians" were saddened by
Ronaldo's latest injury but also confident the three-
times World Player of the Y ear would make another
triumphant comeback. —MNA/Reuters

Ajax hit six past Sparta

AmMSTERDAM, 16 Feb— Johnny Heitingaand K enneth
Perez hit doubles as Ajax Amsterdam best strugglers
Sparta Rotterdam 6-2 in the Dutch League on Friday.

Heitinga opened the scoring with along-range effort
after 14 minutesand goalsfromKlaasJan Huntel aar and
Rasmus Lindgren effectively settled the match in the
first half-hour before Darryl Raberts pulled one back.
Heitingascored hissecond in the 39th and Perez got his
first aminute later to give Ajax a5-1 haftimelead.

With nine minutes remaining, Perez added a sixth
before Marvin Emnes netted Sparta's second with a
fierce long-range drive.

PSV Eindhoven, in action on Saturday at neigh-
boursWillemII Tilburg, aretopwith 53 pointsafter 24
matches, six points ahead of second-placed Ajax who
have played a game more. —MNA/Reuters

1 Crib

2 Explosive device
3 Renounce

4 Tenacious mollusc

5 Maggot

6 Post Office worker

7 Greek leader in Trojan
War

8 Cagey

11 Penetrate

12 Entice

15 Cut of ham

16 Grief or sorrow

17 Help

18 Shouted

21 Costly

22 Public school

Henin sets up semifinal

against Bacsinszky

ANTWERP (Belgium), 16 Feb — Top seed Justine Henin will face
gualifier Timea Bacsinszky in the Antwerp tournament semifinals
after the Swiss teenager upset third seed Daniela Hantuchova on

Friday.

Bacsinszky went through when third-seeded Slovak Hantuchova
retired due to breathing problemswith the 18-year-old Swissleading
their quarter-final 6-2,4-6, 4-1. World number oneand local favourite

Henin later won her match against Russian AlisaKleybanova, ranked
106 in the world and like Bacsinszky a qudifier, 6-4, 6-3.

There was another upset when Karin Knapp beat fourth-seeded
Swiss Patty Schnyder 6-2, 6-7, 7-6. Theltalian now faces ninth seed
Li Naof Chinawho beat Swede Sofia Arvidsson 7-5, 6-4.

Belgium's Justine Henin returnsthe
ball towards Russia's Alisa
Kleybanova during the quarter finals
of the WTA Proximus Diamond
Games tennis tournament in Antwerp,

MNA/Reuters ' Belgium, on 15 Feb, 2008.—INTERNET

8/24/18, 04:12 PM



India’sageing Ta) Mahal
getsa mud pack face-lift

L ucknow (India),16 Feb—Indianar chaeologists
havegarted giving aface-lift tothecenturies-old Taj
M ahal by applyingamud pack tothemar bleexteriors
of the country’smost famous monument.

The am of the mud
pack istorestorethegleam
to the 17th Century
architectural wonder inthe
northerncity of Agra, about
400kilometres(250miles)
from the capital.

“Thefirgt phase of the
mud packing will take
about five months,” NK
Samadia, an Archa-
eologica Survey of India
officia, said by telephone
from Agra

He said work started
on the exterior on
Wednesday. After that, the
mausoleum’ sinteriorswill
be treated.

Last year, an Indian
parliamentary committee
saidairborneparticleswere
being deposited on the
monument’ swhitemarble,
giving it ayelow tinge.

The mud pack will
remain on the marble for
about two or threedaysand
then pedled off.

“That would be
followed by a distilled-
water wash of thesurfaceto
give the Tg a new look,”
Samadia said. The Tgj
Maja received a similar
mud pack treatment in
2002, he said.

MNA/Reuters

Budget plane makesemer gency land

Banckok, 16 Feb —
A planeof Thailand’ sOne-
Two-Go Airlineon Friday
evening made an
emergency landing in
northern city of Chiang
Mai, only 10 minutes after
take-off due to technica

in Chiang M ai

full of passengers, departed
a 5:30 pm (1030 GMT)
from Chiang Mai. But 10
minutes later passengers
were informed there were
technical problemsandthe
plane had to return to
Chiang Ma Internationa

Theplanelandedsafdly
without any casualties.

A passenger was
quoted by local news
network The Nation as
saying that the plane shook
heavily andair-conditioners
had very loud noise while
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Darth inthesky: An
hot air balloon in the
shape of Darth Vader
from the Star Wars
risesat the Toursand
Taxisdteaspart of the
Star Wars exhibition
in Brussels.

INTERNET

problem. Airporttohavethemachine | the plane was taking off.
The Flight OG 8127, | repaired. MNA/Xinhua
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Saturday, 16 February, 2008

Summary of observations recorded at 9:30
hoursM ST During the past 24 hours, rain or thunder-
showers have been scattered in Taninthayi Division,
westher hasbeenpartly cloudy inKayinand Mon States,
BagoDivisonand generally fair intheremaining States
and Divisions. Night temperatures were (8°C) below
February average temperatures in Magway Division,
(5°C) to (6°C) below February average temperaturesin
Rakhine State, upper Sagaing and Y angon Divisions,
(3°C) to (4°C) below February average temperaturesin
Kachin, Chin and Shan States, Mandaay, Bago and
Ayeyawady Divisions, (6°C) above February average
temperaturesin Taninthayi Divisionand about February
average temperatures in the remaining areas. The Sig-
nificant night temperatureswereL oilin(1°C), Namhsam
and Haka (2°C) each, Lashio and Mogok (4°C) each,
Heho (5°C), PyinOoLwin and Magway (6°C)each. The
noteworthy amounts of rainfall recorded were Myeik
(3.23) inches and Dawei (0.47) inch.

Maximum temperature on 15-2-2008 was 92°F.
Minimum temperature on 16-2-2008 was 58°F. Rela-
tive humidity at (09:30) hours MST on 16-2-2008
was 73%. Total sunshine hours on 15-2-2008 was
(8.8) hours approx.

Rainfall on 16-2-2008 was(Nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Ayeand Central Yangon. Tota rainfall since
1-1-2008 was (0.67) inch at Mingaladon, (0.47) inch
at Kaba-Aye and (0.35) inch at Central Yangon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was
(5) mph from Southwest at (18:30) hours MST on
15 -2-2008.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy in the
Andaman Seaand the Southeast Bay and generally fair
elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until eveningof 17-2-2008: Like-
lihood of isolated rain or thundershowersin Taninthayi
Division, weather will be partly cloudy in Eastern Shan,
MonandKayin Statesandgenerally fairintheremaining
aress. Degree of certainty is (60%).

State of the sea: Strong easterly wind with moder-
ateto rough sea are likely at times off and along Mon-
Taninthayi Coast. Surface wind speed in strong wind
may reach (35) mph Seaswill bemoderateelsewherein
Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent twodays: Likelihood of
continuation of isolated rain or thundershowers in the
Southern Myanmar arees.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areafor 17-2-2008: Generdly fair westher.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 17-2-2008: Generdly fair weether.

Forecast for Mandalay andneighbouring area
for 17-2-2008: Generally fair weather.
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People’s Desire

We favour stability.
We favour peace.
We oppose unrest and violence.
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Minister inspects upgrading tasks
of Ywathagy! Railway Station

N

Minister Maj-Gen Aung Min inspects earth work for extension of Ywathagyi
Railway Station and its yard.—wmRr

Y aNGoN, 16 Feb — Minister for Rail Trans-
portation Maj-Gen Aung Min together with Deputy
Minister U Pe Than looked into earth work for exten-
sion of Ywathagyi Railway Station and its yard this
afternoon.

Next, theminister went to Toegyaungal ay and
Dagon University Stations. Hethen met with officials
of Dagon University and gave instructions on meas-

ures taken for smooth transportation of students by
train. The minister inspected greening and beautifying
task and growing of shade trees in the yard of the
station and cleanliness of carriages.

Next, the minister inspected the maintenance
task a ongtherailroad sectionfrom Dagon University to
Y angon Railway Station by RBE and stressed the need
to upgrade railway traffic signal system. — MNA

( )

Objectives of the 63rd
Anniversary Armed Forces Day

*  Towork in concert with the peoplein
buildingapeaceful, moder n, devel oped
and discipline-flourishing democratic
nation

*  Torealizetheseven-step Road M ap of
the Statejoininghandswith thepeople

* Joining hands with the people and
based on Union Spirit to crush inter-
nal and external destructive elements
sabotaging stability and development
of the State

*  Tobuild astrong, capableand modern
patriotic Tatmadaw to safeguard Our

Three Main National Causes
g )

A hummingbird hovers over a flower
asit preparesto suck its nectar, in
Montevideo.—INTERNET
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~A, VOA and BBC airing skyful of lies
~A, VOA and BBC saboteurs, watch your step!
ne public be warned of

Killersin thealr waves —

RFA, VOA and

BBC
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