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table things happened this year. That

is perhaps why a very important
event has been totally forgotten — the
120th anniversary of Burma's falling un-
der colonial rule.

It is the end of 2005; many unforget-

On such an anniversary day, our thoughts
naturally tend to compare the past era
with the present one, and we are surprised
to find a lot of similarities. During the ear-
lier period, colonial powers were robbing
poorer countries. The whole world was
in chaos because the conditions previ-
ously agreed under the Westphalia agree-

outside world, because they focus on pro-
tecting themselves through isolation and
hibernation.

During the colonial expansion of the late
1800's, the Burmese Kings, knowing that
both the English and the French fancied
their country, tried to play those two co-
lonial powers against each other. The
same situation exists today: the SPDC,
thinking themselves very smart, are try-
ing to play a flirting game among America,
China, India, and ASEAN. As a blind man
is not afraid of ghosts, the SPDC are do-
ing whatever they like without regard to

SPDC GENERALS:

DOOMED T&)\ﬁEPEAT HISTORY?

ment had been abandoned by the
colonialist countries. Is that different
from the situation today? Not much!

Comparing Past and Present

Half a century of the Cold War, with its
well balanced bi-polar international rela-
tionships, has changed. Newly powerful
countries are now gaining influence in the
world, some trying to get a permanent
place on the UN Security Council, and
even to change the structure of the Coun-
cil itself.

Even the older colonial powers are chang-
ing rapidly today. Look at the EU, look at
the US invasion in Iraq... so many prob-
lems in the world today.

When England conquered Burma 120
years ago, the Burmese Kings had little
contact with other countries. Likewise,
the SPDC of nowadays is a pariah in the
ternational community. Burmese Kings,
backward in habits and lacking worldly
knowledge, did not understand what was
happening outside Burma. But the
present junta also knows very little about

the danger of falling victim to big powers.
At that time, Burma was very backward,
but what about now? Sadly, the gap ex-
isting between Burma and America to-
day is perhaps wider than that between
Burma and England in the past.

Furthermore, the conditions during the
Palace days were very complicated. At
one point a large number of Royal Princes
were detained and then killed by the
King's men. In a similar manner, the
SPDC recently removed "prince” Gen.
Khin Nyunt and all his followers from
power, and many more "princes” are
likely to see the same fate.

A very remarkable similarity between
then and now is that the Burmese King,
like the SPDC, suddenly decided to move
his Capital when he thought himself un-
der threat from the foreigners. (In the
years leading up to1885, the English
colonialists were planning to invade up-
per Burma after securing lower Burma
with the Randapo treaty.)

Burma Independent News Agency

Is History Repeating Itself ?

This does not mean, of course, that his-
tory will repeat itself in exactly the same
fashion. It is simply to point out that the
SPDC generals do not learn their history
lessons.

Burma’s problems first affected ASEAN,
then the Asia-Pacific Forum and the EU,
and finally the Security Council of the
United Nations. Burma has now become
an important topic on all international fo-
Tums.

Burma’s affairs had been hotly discussed
by the international community in the

same way just once before in history:
during the Kuomintang invasion of Burma
from China. But at that time Burma was
the plaintiff in the court of the UN. Now,
in all international venues, the Burma of
the SPDC military junta is always cast
as the villain. In all of our history, our
country has never been held in such uni-
versal ignominy. Now, after being so thor-
oughly disgraced, we will be despised by
the international community for many
decades to come.

Change Means Opportunity

From a historical point of view, the world
today is in a transitional period. America
is the only super-power, but it is being
dragged down in Iraq. Bound by its own
problems, America cannot intervene in
world affairs as it would like.

Such a transitional period provides a
golden opportunity for all countries to
reach out for their own benefit. For ex-
ample, Latin American countries like Ven-
ezuela and Brazil are taking advantage
of America’s preoccupation in Iraq to in-

crease their independent stature and in-
fluence. But Burma’s SPDC, like a dog,
is merely rolling around in the ashes.

The SPDC continues to talk about op-
posing colonialism, but nobody listens.
Everyone knows that shouting like a crazy
person does not make one a national hero.
A hero has to struggle and fight at the
side of the people.

Having said all this, we can ask ourselves
if Burma will even become someone's
colony once again. We can say that co-
lonialism of the 18th and 19th centuries

7

will never come back, but if Burma re-
mains politically and economically back-
ward, it is no better than being a colony.
Nobody wants to live inrubble, listening
to the sound of gunfire and bombs ex-
ploding every day. Nobody wants to live
a desperate life as people now do in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. War is the failure of
politics.

As anundeveloped economy, Burma can
sell only raw materials, and must rely on
imported manufactured goods from the
outside world.

A small hut squeezed among sky-scrap-
ers will not get fresh air, no matter how
free and independent it is. What will hap-
pen to one who is depleted of fresh air
for a long time? SPDC is dragging Burma
down to such a condition.

From the time they fell under colonial rule,
the Burmese people have been trying to
stand up proudly in the international com-
munity. And they have been failing at it
for 120 long years.
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CHILD SOLDIERS

January, 2006

WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT THEMSELVES...

MolJo recently met with three child soldiers on the Thai-Burma border to hear them tell their personal stories. For the sake of their security,
sensitive names and places were changed. Many thanks to the Patriotic War Veterans of Burma (PWVB) for their kind assistance in arranging our

interviews.

"In our 'training’, there
were 100 children, 14
tol6 years old, among

the 150 soldiers."
(Myo Thant)

Myo Thant

In 1997, in his sixteenth year, Myo Thant
and his three friends were seized by the
army at the Taungoo railway station,
while they were traveling to Mandalay
to visit their friends after finishing their
Ninth Standard examinations.

"We showed our student IDs to the army
officers, but it did not help. They took us
away just as though we were homeless
youths," he remembered. They were
forced to serve as army porters for six
months in the border line conflicts, car-
rying weapons and food for the soldiers.
On their way home after six months' sla-
very as porters, they were again stopped
and forced into army, this time as "train-
ees”. So they did not see their families
for almost a year.

"In our 'training’, there were 100 children,
14 to16 years old, among the 150 sol-
diers."

After the training, he was sent to be a
soldier in northern Shan State, where "we
chased Shan ladies until they were too
tired to run. When they lay down under a
tree, we raped them," he said.

The end came when his elder brother,
who was attending DSA (Defense Ser-
vice Academy), was kicked out of army,
when the officers discovered that one of
his uncles was involved in 1988 uprising.

"] am not exactly sure why my brother
was kicked out, because the story of my
uncle happened way back in 1988, and it
happened in a small village," he said. But
he clearly realized that he had no future
in the army, and the rest of his family had
already left for Thailand.

Han Win Oo

When Han Win Oo joined the Burmese
army, he was only fifteen years old.

"I joined because I was crazy to drive
one of the road-building bulldozers I used
to see near my village. But I never got a
chance to drive one until I left the army
after ten years’ service,” he said.

When he and his best friend first pre-
sented themselves for the medical check
in Mingaladon, they were both told that
their teenage bodies were too small to be
regular soldiers. But as the officers gave
them bananas to help increase their body
weight, Han Win Oo finally passed the
check and was able to attend the 14-day
induction period prior to basic training.
Unfortunately, his friend failed the medi-
cal check, and Han Win Oo found him-
self alone in the army at fifteen.

The induction period discomfort of re-
duced rations and no blankets for sleep-
ing was very discouraging for the boy.

Photo is not avaible to use
for security reason.

If you think a civilian
wants democracy, any
soldier wants it ten

times more.
(Han Win Oo)

Burma Independent News Agency
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The army officers enforce nudity for chil-
dren who want to go to the toilet at night
as a way to prevent them from running
away, but they run away anyway.

"This time was like being in a jail," he
continues. "Around fifteen trainees ran
away during the four months' basic train-
ing, and we were beaten for every single
friend who had escaped.

"When some other inductees asked me
to join them in fleeing the army, I was
afraid to do so, and I also still believed 1
would drive a bulldozer some day," he
continued. "But [ was very unlucky.
"There were trainings for bulldozer driv-
ers every four months. But most of the
time I was on the front lines, and the of-
ficers never let me know about the
trainings. They may have thought it was
not very important, but it was very im-
portant for me. That was the reason |
joined the army, even though I do not like
to fire gun."

After eight years, Han Win Oo finally
became an assistant to a bulldozer driver,
and it seemed that his dream was going
to become a reality. But it was not to be.

"Even though I could make more money,
this time was really bad for me," he said.
His superior officer, who had close rela-
tions with the top brass, always refused
to promote him. And whenever the driver
gave him a chance to sit at the wheel,
the officer made him get down.

After ten years, during a road-building
project in southern Burman, he finally ran
away from army.

"If you think a civilian wants democracy,
any soldier wants it ten times more. There
are so many oppressions on every sol-
dier, and even among the senior and jun-
ior officers."

Tayzar Lin:

In October, 2003, Tayzar Lin and his
three friends were at local police station
because they had a brawl with each other
the previous night.

"Okay, boys, you have a choice. You can
go jail, or go into the army" the police
sergeant told them. In this way, the four
young boys, who just finished their high
school examinations, became soldiers,
because they did not want to endure the
notorious Insein prison.

They were first sent to four months’
"training” in Phaung-Gyi (near Rangoon),
where they had to do agricultural works
and gather firewood most of the time,
rather than being trained for war. After
this "training" , Tayzar Lin, because of
his high school education, was qualified
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"Okay, boys, you have
a choice. You can go
jail, or go into the
army"”

(The police sergeant)

to join for another four months'
training(nursing course)at Mingaladon.
However, he took the opportunity to re-
turn home without leave, and did not go
back to the army. Three months later,
while he was living with his family, the
authorities came and arrested him.

"One more time: do you want to go back
to the army, or go to jail?" they asked him.
This time he decided to go to take a one-
year sentence in Insein jail, because he
felt that jail could not be worse than the
army.

Upon his release from jail, he returned to
his small village to live peacefully, but the
local authorities came again and again to
ask him to go back army. Each time he
simply replied "no"."There were around
70 children among the 85 soldiers in our
company,” he said. "They had joined the
army for many reasons. Some were un-
happy with their families; others were
starving at home. But most of them had
been arrested at different places, and

forced to become soldiers on the spot.”
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