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Solving the Question of Terrorism

The fact that the US motion to take action on the monetary assets of terrorists

is unanimously passed at a UN session illustrates that there is no precise
definition for the term. In fact there is no exact definition for it, either legally or
politically at all.

The word became handy during the cold war and the colonies' fight for inde-
pendence in the 50's and 60's. It is derogatory and is manipulated by the Western
media used to describe the actions and movements of people who attack Western
interests (they rarely use it for actions against the leftist governments, no matter
whether it is a coup d'etat or an assassination.). It is they which label such and such
actions or movements are terrorist and such and such are not. The term is vaguely
explained in most dictionaries even though it has become a tool of today's economic
and cultural globalisation. handy "Terrorism should be eradicated from this earth,"
another clause that no one will disagree. However, everyone knows that it is not an
easy matter though it looks like a rational slogan. Terrorism will exist as long as
there are discrepancies between rich and poor, oppressed and oppressors, and the
application of brute force against other people. Furthermore, no one believes that
terrorism could be eradicated by war (another means of imposing terror upon oth-
ers). From the beginning of the September 11 incident many sober-minded people
had reminded that waging war against the Afghans will only escalate the cycle of
violence that are definitely counter productive. Gandhi's words: "An eye for an eye
and the whole world will get blind" attract everybody's attention in this instance.
However, Washington and its collaborators never pay heed to anybody and deployed
their diabolical forces en masse in the Gulf Region and the Indian Ocean.

The White House had issued for themselves a carte blanche to kill or take re-
venge or do whatever they like upon another nation and its people without provid-
ing any credible evidence. You can't help asking if they really need such an im-
mense force to capture a leader of a clique or a gang? One common saying is,
"Washington would create one if there was no Bin Laden." Washington has been
seeking ways to justify their maintenance of their forces worldwide and increase in
military expenditure in the post-Cold War era (just as the SPDC regime is doing in
our country). Their theory of "Rogue States" failed to convince the international
community and its own people and now, the Bush administration is relieved and
happy that they have found just what they have been seeking. Many people also
perceive the similarities between White House' move with that of Hitler's, viz.,
attempting to pull the national economy out of recession through military build-ups.

There's nowhere in a dictionary or law volumes where terrorism is described as
an act of non-governmental individuals or groups. We should not forget that some
governments have committed more serious terrorist crimes than individuals or groups.
Hitler's genocide of the people in Europe and North Africa (not only the Jews), and
the US genocide in Vietnam are two among the proven cases. In fact, the US, as a
self-appointed world police, has committed more terrorist acts than any other gov-
ernments in the recorded history. Five thousand people (the same amount as that
was Killed during the September 11 incident) in Irag have been dying every month
due to US sanctions and the C.I.A. was behind almost ninety per cent of the coup
d'etats in the third world countries during the fifties, sixties and the seventies of the
last century. Is there a more ruthless terrorist act than dropping atomic bombs on the
two Japanese cities and the bombing of Tokyo, where the death toll is much more
than that of the former two cities (there were no military troops in those places at
the time.) And now, the thief is crying thief!

Many people, including the leaders of many countries who condemned the at-
tacks upon the WTC, have expressed their wish to see the issue settled by peaceful
means again, the Western media has been reluctant to report such news.

Terrorism is an international crime, and can only be ended by international
political and diplomatic efforts. No one has asked Washington to eliminate terror-
ism for the whole world. The fight against terrorism must be undertaken by interna-
tional bodies like the United Nations, because the action will have to be taken across
national boundaries.

The Bush administration must bear responsibility for the death of the innocent
people in this war and the consequences if the war spills over other nations.

(0]

O ne of the most loosely used or misused terms in the world today is terrorism.

Burma Independent News Agency

The Lack of Freedom of
Expression in Burma

Pe Thet Nee

Since the military have come to power, they have
tried to ultimately put an end the freedom of
expression as much as possible.

n the nineteen-fifties, the Burmese

press was one of the freest in Asia

Continent, and there were more than

30 newspapers. In the later 1959,
Prime Minister U Nu attempted a tiny depart-
ment named the Press Review Department. Its
job was read about newspapers, journals and
magazines so that state-departments might re-
spond immediately to what was being said
about them. But U Nu undertook to restrict
press by rejecting the Tun Daily newspaper
and detaining its executive editor UTun Pe in
the end of 1961.

Earlier time after the military coup in
March 1962, the Revolutionary Council led
by General Ne Win permitted the newspapers,
journals and magazines to continue publish-
ing more or less without restrictions. On 30
April 1962, the ruling regime put out its an-
nouncement of the "Burmese Way to Social-
ism," and it created its own political party --
the Burma Socialist Program Party (BSPP) on
4 July 1962. And in the same year, the ruling
Burma Socialist Program Party announced all
private newspapers and journals would soon
reject publication, and in August in the same
year, U Law Yone, the founder and the execu-
tive editor of the well known The Nation news-
paper, was arrested.

In March 1963; U Aung Khin and U Khin
Maung Lay, editors of Mojo Nay-Zin (Light-
ning Daily) newspaper; and U Nyo Mya, edi-
tor of Oh-Wei (literally can translate as a voice
of peacock) journal; were detained by the Mili-
tary Intelligence Service of the ruling Burma
Socialist Program Party for writing the stories
about the resigning of the Air Force Com-
mander Major-General T. Clit from his post.
Major-General T. Clit was, in fact, an execu-
tive member of the Revolutionary Council and
a co-founder of the Burma Socialist Program
Party. Shortly after he resigned from his post
he left abroad, but no one was know why.

By the end of 1963 Sein Khin Maung Yi
from Kye-Mon (Mirror) newspaper, U Hla
Aung and Bo Thein Dan from Ah-Htaut-Taw
(Reporter) journal, U Hla Htwe from the Na-
tion and many other editors, journalists and
reporters were arrested for the story about the
complaint the government's failure to the Peace
Talks between the government and the oppo-
sition groups both inside and in exile. A few
days later, very famous Burmese novelists and
poets such asAung Linn, Mya Than Tint, Ba-
Maw Tin Aung, Dagon Taya, Jar-Nei-Gyaw
Ma Ma Lay, Daung Nwe Swe, Ludu Daw Ah-
Mar and many other young writers were also
arrested by the government. And U Thaung

(aka) Aung Bala, founder and editor of Kye-
Mon (Mirror) newspaper was arrested on 20
August 1964, and at last the Mirror newspa-
per was closed down on 11 September in the
same year.

A new "Printers and Publishers Regis-
tration Act" was created by the Burma Social-
ist Program Party in August 1962. Under the
new act all printers and publishers throughout
the country were needed to register within three
months and to present two copies to the Press
Scrutiny Board (PSB), the so-called Censor-
ship Board. Its prime obligation was to read
all publications and to censor the dissatisfied
writings, which mean the writings of criticiz-
ing to the ruling government.

After the Printers and Publishers Regis-
tration Actwas existed the Lok-Tha-Pyi-Thu-

problem to the writers
and publishers was that
certain censorship and re-
jection and asking for
changes the original texts
until they perfectly accept.

Nei-Zin (Working People's Daily) newspaper
firstly appeared on 1 October 1963, and its
English-language edition was appeared a few
months later in January 1964. Meanwhile the
government ordered to close down the private
newspapers, including Chinese-language
newspapers and Hindi- and Urudu-language
newspapers.

Since the military have come to power,
they have tried to ultimately put an end the
freedom of expression as much as possible.
One of their schemes has been to create asso-
ciations for writers, poets, actors, musicians
and artists that constantly remind their duty to
use their art to propagate such principles as
love of one's country and national unity. We
can clearly say that this task is a part of chau-
vinism.

Until now; publishing the books, journals
and magazines in Burma has been under tightly
controlling by the Press Scrutiny Board ex-
cept textbooks for schools and colleges, state-
sponsored publications and arts works. Since
1967, the ruling Burma Socialist Program
Party has been kept a close watch on the free-
dom of expression -- an ideologcal sphere of
all publications -- and refining the destiny of
the literary works through the censorship pro-
cedure. All the writers and the publishers must
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submit typewritting manuscript forms before
publication. The Press Scrutiny Board makes
a Herculean coercion to the writers and the
publishers.

The Printers and Publishers Central Reg-
istration Board, a team under-controlled by
the Ministry of Interior and Religious Affairs
issued a new guideline for writers and pub-
lishers in July 1975, and it made very
uncloudedly the magnitude to which the rul-
ing Burma Socialist Program Party was seek-
ing to tyrannize freedom of expression in
Burma. The guideline text as mentioned be-
low:

The Central Registration Board
hereby informs all printers and pub
lishers that it has laid down the fol
lowing principles to be complied to
in scrutinizing political, economic,
religious manuscripts, novels, jour
nals, newspapers and magazines.
They must be scrutinized to see
whether or not they contain:

1)  Anything harmful to the Burmese So
-cialist Program Party;

2) Anything harmful to the idealogy of
the state;

3) Anything harmful to the socialist
economy;

4)  Anything which might be harmful to
national solidarity and unity;

5)  Anything which might be harmful to
security, rule of law, peace, and pub
lic order;

6) Anywrong ideas and opinions which
do not accord with the times;

7) Any narrations which, thought fac-
tually correct, are unsuitable because
of the time or the circumstances of
their writing;

8) Any obscene (pornographic) writing;

9) Any writing which would encourage
crimes and unnatural cruelty and vio
lence;

10) Any criticism of a non-constructive
type of the work of governmental de
partments;

11) Any libel or slander of any individual.

In the realm of literary magazines, the
main target of the Press Scrutiny Board was
Moe-Wei (Rainfall) magazine. After 1976,
when Than Naing, Nyo Thit and Than Ohn
took responsibility to run the magazine, the
Press Scrutiny Board censored many poems.
The board used two censorship methods. One
is ripping out the page and the other is inking
over to the words in the text. The list of seven
titles of the censored poems from Moe-Wei
magazine that | can able to collect is described
below.

1) "The Future Without Date, Poem and

Calendar" by Nyo Thit (March 1976)

2) "The Summer Ode" by Kyuu Nit
(December 1976)

3) "Second Mirror of the Cold Flame"
by Phone Soe (November 1977)

4) "Modern Poetry" by Maung Swan Yi
(February 1978)

5) "Thirsty in My Heart" by Phaw Way
(August 1978)

6) "The Person Who Afraid of Shadow"
by Ah Nyar Tamar (March 1979)

7) "Nearly to Fall Down" by Tin Maw
(April 1979).

The Press Scrutiny Board banned the
novel named Kyama-Ei-Chitthu (My Sweet
Heart) written by Khin Hninn'Yu in 1967. The
board complained the book that the writer Khin
Hninn Yu mentioned and composed about
Prime Minister U Nu's wife. Another novel
named Thuma-Yei-Hmattan (Her Diary) writ-
ten by Malar Thein was also banned in 1979.
The story was about the girl who suffered and

got stress because her father re-married to a
new wife shortly after her mother died and the
Press Scrutiny Board complained it that the
writer is writing a satire about Dictator Ne Win.
At that time, the frustration was appeared
within Ne Win and his children because he
married a new wife. Moreover Malar Thein's
husband U Tun Lwin was also fired from his
post of editor of the government-sponsored
Myawaddy magazine.

Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, in fact,
one of the most difficulties the Burmese writ-
ers faced is the discretionary character of the
resolutions made by the Press Scrutiny Board.
Another problem to the writers and publish-
ers was that certain censorship and rejection
and asking for changes the original texts until
they perfectly accept. There is a funny inci-
dent in 1985 about a book review that the Press
Scrutiny Board tried to stick strongly to the
eleventh guideline that prohibits any defama-
tion. Book reviews sometimes mean a writing
of a personage idiosyncrasy in Burmese way,
and for that reason the Press Scrutiny Board
asked a certain writer of a book under review
if he had any disapproval to the writing. One
day an officer of the Press Scrutiny Board
demanded a same letter of non-disapproval
from writer Theik-Pan Maung Wa, who died
some forty years ago. So we can here consider
that the officer is far behind the realm of Bur-
mese literature. Maybe nearly all the officers
of the Press Scrutiny Board who had been
transfered to the board from the Military In-
telligence Service are the similar to him.

Another incident was not to put the writ-
ings of the authors who are still alive in the
high school textbook, but they ordered to put
the works of the authors who died twenty years
ago or earlier. It was happened in the end of
1980s. So the Basic Education Textbook Com-
mittee had due to take out nearly all the writ-
ings from the textbook. These processes of
censorship in Burma had settled down into a
habit and all manuscripts have to be submit-
ted to the Press Scrutiny Board before start-
ing of the printing process. Again, the publi-
cation is printed, all the publishers needed to
submit eighty copies to the Press Scrutiny
Board on the one hand, and these copies are,
in fact, shamelessly sold by the board on the
other. At the same time, government-spon-
sored magazines, journals, newspapers and
other publications are turned to the packing
papers or wrapping papers by the civilian au-
dience because they do believe that these
printed matters are totally biased and because
they do not wish to read them at all.

In March 1988, the riot police killed so
many students who involved in the anti-gov-
ernment movement occurred at the compounds
of Rangoon University and Rangoon Institute
of Technology, and engineering student Phone
Maw was died. In the end of March 1988, more
than six hundred students were arrested, but
the government claimed that most of them had
been released in May. The student demonstra-
tions gradually became stronger, and on 22
June 1988 the government issued a curfew.
Within the period there were no newspapers
appeared, but on 21 September the Working
People's Daily was back, a newspaper that
contained a little real news.

During August and September 1988,
many writers and journalists published numer-
ous unofficial newspapers, tabloids and bul-
letins. After the army's seizure of power many
famous writers decided to contribute their po-
litical activities. The Press Scrutiny Board re-
appeared to the literary realm to aspire to more
restrictive policies and the board read every
text very carefully and became very sensitive
to shadow or hidden meanings of the words.

Burma Independent News Agency

Yesterday's Tears

Uesterday s teans can handly, dny,

T don't want to let them eithex.

T ke thom lingening

not Becawse Im wed to

But pehaps I Geel T am mone at home thus.

TRe feeling, ok ity existence gies me courage

and they, wemind, me thewe's Sl much to do.
Sometimes I dneamt that they, tunned into blood

v fact they Rawe metamonphosed rom kumarn Blood

WMW%M%&.

Some say thatt biggen tean drops dry, eandien,

Then why dont mine that are Bigger than, angone's?

Taickling into my mouth, I tasted not the salt But Bittowess,
WW%M,IW%M%WWW—

nebb.

OK,IW@MZ%MWWM,

&er\mwﬁotfaﬁ/y,

would T fave to Bear

Bo Auw

The use of Ar-Yon-Oo (the Dawn in En-
glish), for example, is something asking about
a new government, they thought, and Ah-Ni-
Yaung (Red color in English) is definitely
refered to communism, they said. Even the use
of Ah-Sein-Yaung-Pan-Pwint (Green blos-
soms in English) is referring to the students.
(Burmese high school students have used to
wear green-sarongs and white-shirts during the
school time.) Nay-Win-Chein (the sunset in
English) is, the authorities thought, means the
end of their time. Anthology of Burmese po-
etry book named We Will Announce to the
World was forced to change its name to Don't
Leave Us Behind, We Will Follow You.

In my own short story named Thann-
Khaung-Yan-Ah-Than (The Sound of Mid-
night) that was appeared in Dagon Magazine
July Issue in 1986 was unfortunately ripped
out by the Press Scrutiny Board. In the story |
simply wrote about a former nine-to-fiver in
Rangoon, but he frustrated with the white-col-
lar people including his young and beautiful
wife. Then he quit his job and turned to an
alcoholic and lonely Burmese young man, and
ran away from the crowded metropolitan city
to the unsophisticated up-country area where
he slept in the daytime but awoke in the night-
time. During the nighttime he usually visit to
the many-bush-crowded cemetery and play
violin for the whole night. One night a very
big African black spider approached him and
started to eat his brain-cell and the young man
cried aloud that the spider is a chauvinist who
did not allow him to be there in the cemetery.
The authorities complained me that | made a
satire to the ruling Burma Socialist Program
Party, and called the editor Sein Than to rip it
out from the magazine.

Not only original Burmese texts but also
some translation texts were also banned and
censored. For example, Burmese writer Phone

Myint translated Gulag Archipelago written
by Nobel Literature Prize Laureate and Rus-
sian exiled writer Alexander Solzhenitsyn, and
Mya Than Tint's translation of German writer
Franz Kafka's The Castle were also prohib-
ited to publish. And some parts of Mya Than
Tint's translation of The Second Sex written
by French existentialist writer Simone de
Beauvoir were censored. Moreover many
pages of Ko Ko Aung's translation of Women
of Rome written by Italian author and Nobel
Literature Prize Laureate Alberto Moravia
were ripped out from the book, so the pub-
lisher decided to reprint again the translation
text to able to sell to the audience. Unless print-
ing it again the publisher will lose all the cost
he or she invested.

After the crack down to the pro-democ-
racy uprising in 1988, the ruling junta, the State
Law and Order Restoration Council (it
changed its name to the State Peace and De-
velopment Council in the end of 1997), de-
tained without trial for many well-known au-
thors such as U Win Tin, Maung Thaw Ka,
Maung Ko Yu, San San Nweh, Ma Thida, and
Myo Myint Nyein for their writings and for
the involvement in the political movement.
More writers and poets, including Tin Moe,
Kyi Tin Oo, Min Lu, Aung Zin Min, Maung
Aung Pwint, Monywa Aung Shin, Htay Thein,
Zaw Nat Zaw and Nyein Thit were also ar-
rested later on by the junta's Military Intelli-
gence Service.

Nowaday, however, the ruling junta would
appear to have more powerful tools to censor
the writings, and Burmese writers, playwrights,
Novelists, poets, script writers, scenarists, jour-
nalists and newspersons exist in a realm of
uncertainty. Freedom of expression is ulti-
mately put an end under the brutal military
regime, and all the Burmese-pen-workers are
always ruled by the fear of censorship. O
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