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All the Devil's Men

By Gamanii

ost govern-

ments and bod-

ies of authority

around the world

use "carrot and

stick™ method in

administering their respective coun-

tries or communities, the democratic

bodies stressing the carrot aspect and

the dictatorial ones putting emphasis

on the stick. But Burma's military rul-

ers are unique in that by a very liberal

use of "iron" sticks and "fake" carrots.

Burmese junta's heavy-handed repres-

sion creating a police state with a reign

of terror, combined with abundant

amounts of lies, deceits, frauds and

cheatings, recalls memories of Hitler
and Goebbels.

Burma's military junta boasts of
their "achievements" in development
projects implying these as proof of
their ability and justification for run-
ning the country. But when we look
back in history, we saw that Hitler's
Third Reich could claim of more im-
pressive development and economic
accomplishments prior to the outbreak
of World War I11. Hitler's autobahns
were far more superior to SLORC/
SPDC's highways and bridges. After
assuming power in 1933, Hitler was
able to host the Olympic Games in
Berlin 1936, which was the most spec-
tacular and grandiose event in pre-
World War 1l era. In contrast, SLORC/
SPDC, after 13 years in power, hasn't
been able yet to host even the SEA
Games. The much ballyhooed Tradi-
tional Boat Race, Traditional Eques-
trian Show, National Sports Festival
and Rangoon Mayor's Marathon Race
have all passed into oblicion quietly.
However much Hitler was able to de-
velop the German nation and pushed
her economy upward, he destroyed her
totally with his Nazism. Hitler is re-
membered not for his development and
economic successes, but for his tyr-
anny and crimes against humanity

Under the military regime, all the evil practices of gov-
ernance that could be dreamed up, acquire flesh and
soul. Forced labor, child labor, child soldier conscrip-
tion, sweatshops, concentration camps, forced evictions
and resettlements, forced donations and extortions or
informal but compulsory taxations, corruption and em-
bezzlement, cronyism and nepotism -- you name it,
they've got it -- have all become irreversible trends in-
separable with the Police State of Burma.

which are the worst in history of man-
kind. Likewise, Burma's notorious
generals will go down in Burmese his-
tory as the most evil and despotic rul-
ers, surpassing the most brutal mon-
archs of the past and even the Japa-
nese Fascists who ruled Burma dur-
ing World War 1l. The junta's much
bragged about development and eco-
nomic "achievement" cannot redeem
its crimes against the Burmese people
and the utter devastation it is bringing
about.

Another "success" claimed by the
military regime concerning the pacifi-
cation of the country, could also be
compared to Hitler's achievement in
"restoring laws and order" in pre-
World War Il Germany. The ethnic in-
surgents groups of Burma, that have
"renounced armed conflict” and "en-
tered the legal fold" or "exchanged
arms for peace,”" have not been dis-
banded and assimilated into the civil
society and the national army as a nor-
mal and logical peace process should
do. Instead they have become de facto
governments complete with their own
laws and armies, running the affairs of
sizable chunks of population and ter-
ritory where the central government is
quite powerless. The military regime
is trying her best to hide the fact that
civil war in most parts of Burma has
changed into a sort of internal “cold

Burma Independent News Agency

7

war.

The 17 armed ethnic groups that
have “entered the legal fold,” together
with SPDC governments and Burma
Army, have turned Burma into a queer
order of state with at least 18 separate,
functioning governments and 18 more-
or-less-independent armies in a very
confusing array. If we take into account
all the break away splinter groups that
entered into separate “agreements with
the regime, then we can see that it is
the most chaotic “peace solution” in
the world, chaotic not only in admin-
istrative, security and territorial ques-
tions but also in the economic field
which includes the drug business. In
fact, “exchange of arms for peace
“should better be described “exchange
of arms for drugs.

The evil generals have made it
their secret policy to okay production
of drugs as long as it is not for internal
consumption but for “export only” and
pays “taxes” regularly. They have
adopted the dictum, first put forward
by druglord Khun Sa, which proudly
likened Burma's production of drugs
to Big Powers production of nuclear
weapons and crazily dreamed of
threatening and holding the world to
ransom.

Lying, deceiving, swindling and
cheating are the "Fake carrot™ hall-
marks of Burmese junta but its "iron

stick™ should not be under-stressed.
One of the features comparable to
Hitler's Third Reich is the genocide
now being committed in Karenni and
Karen areas which is the most brutal
in Burmese history since Burmese king
Aung Zeya aka Alaungpaya's genocide
of Mons and Thais in the 18th century.
Whole villages have been wiped out,
looted and burned, all means of sub-
sistence completely destroyed, eitire
population systematically cleared with
male members killed or maimed, fe-
male members raped and/or killed un-
der the name of "4 cuts.” Until the right
of free access to the killing fields in
ethnic areas by international investi-
gators and newsmen is granted, the
magnitude of the genocide would
never be known in full but it is certain
that Burma's Satanic rulers are on a par
with Serbia's or Rwanda's rulers cur-
rently on trial in The Hague.

Under the military regime, all the
evil practices of governance that could
be dreamed up, acquire flesh and soul.
Forced labor, child labor, child soldier
conscription, sweatshops, concentra-
tion camps, forced evictions and re-
settlements, forced donations and ex-
tortions or informal but compulsory
taxations, corruption and embezzle-
ment, cronyism and nepotism -- you
name it, they've got it -- have all be-
come irreversible trends inseparable
with the Police State of Burma. There
are being done by the regime with the
intent of taking revenge in the people
for staging the 8.8.88 uprising and vot-
ing for NLD in 1990 elections, as well
as of reducing government expendi-
tures, robbing the people and thus ex-
tracting huge profits for the junta.
Burma's prisons and gulags have be-
come abodes of the Devil on earth with
state-of-the-art techniques in physical
and mental torture, cruelly and human
rights abuse. In fact, the SPDC could
also be an acronym for "Secret Police
of the Devil's Council."”

The real strength of the military
rulers lies in the secret police, which
is officially called Military Intelligence
(MI). Without the secret police, the
military is too dumb to hang on power
for long. The outdated, behind-the-
times military only knows how to shoot
and kill as the Supreme Tyrant Ne Win
had said back in the 1988 before he
officially stepped down from power.
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But it is the somewhat smarter secret
police of Khin Nyunt who know whom
to shoot, when to shoot, where to shoot
and find a cause to shoot efficiently
enough, thanks to its unlimited bud-
get and access to facilities. This is the
sole reason, a legacy of Ne Win era,
why the dumb military submits to se-
cret police chief Khin Nyunt despite
military hardliners' irritation.

Khin Nyunt and his secret police
know that "iron stick" alone, whether
it be the dumb military's stupid iron
stick or the secret police's somewhat
smarter iron stick, would not be suffi-
cient to run the business and there
ought to be a super heavy lot of lying,
deceiving and cheating, like Goebbels
did in German Third Reich. But lately,
they seem to be running out of raw ma-
terials and means for fraud and swindle
after 12 years of intensive lying and
deceiving but getting nowhere.

In order to stay in power, SLORC/
SPDC joined in the chorus acred by
Mr. Lee Kwan Yew and Dr. Mahathir,
before the Asian Financial Crisis of
1997, that claimed and propagated the
so-called "Asian Values" which states
Democracy is Western-oriented and
Asia has nothing to do with democratic
style of government which was born
in ancient Greece and therefore, is
suited only for the West. They are de-
liberately hiding the truth that demo-
cratic governments arose not only in
ancient Greece and Rome but also in
ancient India more than 2500 years
ago. The Gana states mentioned by
Lord Buddha were the states practis-
ing democratic rule. During Buddha's
lifetime, Vesali, Kusinaron and Taxila,
where the mankind's earliest univer-
sity of higher education existed, were
Gana countries not ruled by absolut-
ist feudal monarchs but by democrati-
cally elected parliaments.

If we look back at the history of
Indian sub-continent, we found that not
only these three states, but also many
other states had, at one time or another,
been under democratic rule 2000 years
ago. It was not coincidence that Bud-
dha chose Kusinaron as his final rest-
ing place for Parinirvana. He chose
her because she was a democratic
country where his Holy Remains
would be divided without bias and
with more authority than the mon-
archs. Buddha also founded the order
of Sangha on basis of democracy. His
Discourse on the principles of Gana
system, known as "Seven Rules of
Uprihaniya" was, in fact, the principles
of democracy which are still applicable
today. Therefore we can see that de-
mocracy is not confined to western
thought and traditions, but that it is
rooted in our own Oriental thought and
traditions. The democratic style of

governmnt called the "Gana" system
that arose on the sub-continent might
be more ancient than those of Greece
and Rome.

On the contrary, "Confucianism”
and its values, another theme peddled
by Mr. Lee and Co., never got out of
Northeast Asia and had never got into
the ways and life of Theravada Bud-
dhists, Hindus, Muslims and Christian
prevalent in Southeast and South Asia,
except the overseas Chinese commu-
nity.

SLORC/SPDC has maintained
that everything is fine and OK in the
military, that it is well-disciplined, or-
derly, homogenous and loyal, that the
soldiers are more capable of running
the country than the civilians. Yet they
couldn't or daren't name a successor
to late Tin Oo after six months of the
latter's mysterious death. Meanwhile,
the little village near the chopper crash
site has been upgraded and lavished
with great amounts of state subsidies
and facilities and gifts, as if the chop-
per crash there had been a national vic-

tory.

name a scapegoat at all since the whole
country has seem the rational team's
unexcusable and humiliating perfor-
mance for several years in a row on
live TV-accompanying the silly slogan
"Burma's sports shall dominate the
world." FIFA action is the clearest case
of junta's irrefutable responsibility in
failing national prestige, in which
SPDC couldn't do anything to deceive
the country. Being unable to lie, the
junta just covered up the whole affair,
banning publication of anything asso-
ciated with the national soccer team
in the media.

When Burma acquired "Least De-
veloped Country (LDC)" status in
1987, the country's rulers then and now
repeatedly claimed that it didn't mean
being "poor,” but was just a term of
technicality. So UN has finally made
the matter clear with a new designa-
tion: "Heavily Indebted Poor Country
(HIPC)." Ne Win and his BSPP had
brought the country down to LDC sta-
tus in 25 years and now Ne Win's dis-
ciples in SLORC/SPDC has brought
the country down to HIPC status in just

SLORC/SPDC has maintained that everything is fine and
OK in the military, that it is well-disciplined, orderly,
homogenous and loyal, that the soldiers are more ca-
pable of running the country than the civilians.

And within the military, the present
SPDC generals well past the retire-
ment age dare not retire and let the
lower ranks fill in their shoes. This
makes all the routine orderly flow of
career promotions stunted, causing in-
creasing resentment and discontent
among the middle echelons.

They say they didn't give a damn
about the international sanctions and
pressures which, they claim, have no
real effect on Burma. Yet when some
sanction of censure was brought about,
they were extremely sensitive and al-
ways got into a rage. Well, they don't
care about the "neo-colonialist plots,"
but they have to hold press conferences
promptly after some international ac-
tion, and refute and denounce furi-
ously! They have to bring foreign dip-
lomats and newsmen to Mong Yawn,
show around and ensure that there is
no drug production!

SLORC/SPDC has always alleged
that Burmese renegades, imperialists'
lackeys and expatriates are behind ev-
erything that smears its image. All the
sanctions and negative statements
adopted by international bodies such
as ILO, WHO, Al, etc. and US gov-
ernment are based on falsified data
provided by these lackeys and cynics.
But when FIFA debarred and fired the
Burmese team for failing to show up
for an appointed match, SPDC couldn't
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12 years. A very impressive perfor-
mance indeed!

Non-transparency, inconsistency
and unaccountability are the main fea-
tures of SLORC/SPDC's economic
policy, or rather, unpolicy. Their
"privatization” scheme is but a dis-
guise for leasing out state-owned fa-
cilities to their cronies, and not out-
right denationalization as normal and
healthy privatization schemes sensibly
do. State-owned enterprises, military-
owned enterprises such as UMEHL
and MEC and a handful of their cro-
nies plus top leaders of certain ethnic
"peace"” groups are the only "private
entrepreneurs” profiting from the
junta's so-called "free market"
economy.

The junta's so-called "National
Convention" and constitution drafting
farce have been blown apart miserably
by NLD and ethnic groups, and have
actually ended in disgrace.

Trying to deceive the people over
nationalism and jingoism by instigat-
ing armed conflict with Thailand didn't
bring about desired results and instead,
plunged the country and people deeper
into disorder and distrust. Therefore
the junta has to back down.

Inciting communal riots by using
fake Buddhist monks and fake Mus-
lims, both of whom were secret police
and USDA thugs (SPDC's equivalent

to Hitler's Brown Shirts), also back-
fired, being opposed by some local
members of the top brass who feared
for the loss of their enormous incomes.
And so, they turn to their last resort of
deceit, ie. holding "secret talks™ with
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. They have
no other means to deceive anymore,
and no other intentions but deceit in
holding the so-called "talks." That
these "talks™ are nothing but an up-
graded fraud is borne by many facts,
one of which is that a parallel has been
drawn between the Burmese problem
and Northern Irish and Palestinean
problems by a SPDC spokesman. In
reality, Burma's problem is obviously
different from the latter's problems by
that those are cases of armed conflicts
between different communities with
roots that go back many centuries
whereas Burma's problem is a case of
conflict within the same community,
between an armed oppressor holding
state power and an unarmed popular
opposition group, with roots that go
back only a dozen years if we exclude
Ne Win years when there was no or-
ganized unarmed opposition in conflict
with the government.

No doubt the military junta would
try to hold the "talks" indefinitely and
fool the eyes of both the Burmese
people and the world. However they
are now in an extremely tight corner,
struggling and conspiring feverishly to
break out, but always getting into a
mess. It would be very hard, nay, im-
possible to get out of the impasse on
their own and return to pre-1988 times
which is their ultimate goal.

But meanwhile, with the purchase
of Scuds, MiG 29s and a nuclear reac-
tor, given the state of mind of the
Devil's generals riding high on mega-
profits from drug business and all sorts
of evil practices of governance, and a
record of abominable performance in-
volving armed clashes with Thai,
Bangladeshi and Indian troops during
the past couple years, it won't be sur-
prising to find Burma, already a dis-
gusting international pariah, becoming
a "rogue" nation in near future -- un-
less the SPDC Devil is completely ex-
orcized.

Malaysia's Dr. Mahathir has lec-
tured that "good" dictators are needed
for an underdeveloped country to de-
velop. That myth finds enthusiastic
support from Burmese junta. They ap-
pear to be opting for a formation of
"Dictators Sans Frontieres™ but history
has shown that "the only good dicta-
tor is a dead dictator.” On in the case
of Burma, "the only good SLORC/
SPDC is a dead SLORC/SPDC." O

2001





