November 2004

At the beginning of this month , the Big News from Burma was that the Military Government will be releasing Nine Thousand Prisoners all over the country . But what seem to be the Good News was not up to expectation as there were only about Forty Political Prisoners among those released . Many of those released however , were common prisoners who have served their terms already and were about to be released anyway. There was no release of High Profile Political Detainees which shows that the Military is in no way ready to ease or relinquish its iron- hold on the country. On the contrary, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and many Opposition Leaders are still in Detention – with the “ Safe Custody ” of the Lady extended by a further one year.


These follow the arrest and incarceration of the Former Military Prime Minister, General Khin Nyunt, who was accused of Insubordination and corruption. The One Time Secretary I and Intelligence Chief is in for a long hibernation, or he must find it a relief to be rid of  so heavy a burden. But, looking at it in another way, it can be seen as the General –Prime Minister, tasting the Medicine that he liked to prescribe to others. We can look at the Very Heavy Work load that he carried. All at the same time, he was –

1. The Prime minister of Myanmar :

2. The Chairman of   - The Myanmar Education Committee.

3. The Chairman of   – The National Health Committee.

4. The Chairman of   – The National Housing Planning Supervisory Committee.

5. The Chairman of   – The Myanmar Computor/Science Development Committee.
6. The Chairman of   – The Border Regions – Ethnics Peoples Development Committee.

7. The Chairman of   – The Myanmar National Olympics Council.

    ( He was never athletic. His athletics was playing inside his Head ) 

8. The Chairman of   – Travel/ Transport Facilitating Central Committee.

9. The Chairman of   – Union of Myanmar – ASEAN Guidance Committee.

10. The Chairman of – Police Administration re-establishment Committee.

11. The Chairman of – Privatisation Establishment Committee.

12. The Chairman of – Construction Development Planning Committee.

13. The Vice–Chairman – Industrial Development Central Committee.

14. Patron                  – The Shwe-Dagon Pagoda . Overall Renovation Guiding Committee.

15. Patron                  – The Myanmar Women Affairs Committee.

16. The SPDC-Chairman’s Military Affairs Adviser.

17. The Chairman     – Special Projects Implementation Committee.

18. Chief Architect   – Myanmar’s Seven Point Road Map.

      These, after he relinquished the Posts of SPDC- Secretary I and the Country’s Chief of Intelligence. It may be that there are not enough capable or trusted people around , who can share such responsibility. 


Now, it seems, he is in for some long sleep, not less than what Refugees and Displaced People have gone through, and of whom he played a very big part in creating.


And now, to go back in History.


Some hundred years ago, the Chief Minister, Ananda Thuriya, was brash enough to say something that offended his king, the Monarch of Pagan. The King instantly gave out the order for Ananda Thuriya to be executed. When about to be executed, Ananda Thuriya asked for a piece of paper and wrote out a verse to be given to the King. The verse began with the words, “ Thu Dee Ta Yauk, Kaung Bo Yauk Hmu – Thu Ta Yauk Hmar, Pyet Link Gar Thar, Dama Dar Dee” which meant, “ For one, to achieve the Best – the other one naturally face destruction.” The King, on reading it, felt great remorse and immediately rescinded his order. But the deed had been done. Ananda Thuriya was dead already. Such things happen, where there’s Paramount Rule. Now –a –days, in Burma, many people are calling the Junta Chief “ Bawa Shin- Minn Ta Yar ” which is “ Lord of Life –the Great Monarch” This could mean going back into History. But then, looking around, one can see many ,many people, who would like to be “Bawa Shin-Minn Ta Yars”.

K.R.C - Camps Activities.

November – 2004

►1-11-04 KRC –EC Members Meet UNHCR Delegation at Mae Sot – UNHCR office. There was talks on matters related to Refugees on this Thai/Burma Border.
►1/11/04 – 3/11/04 KRC, TBBC and Camp Committee meet in Noh Poe Camp. There was detailed discussion with regard to initiation of the Camp Management Programme in Noh Poe Camp, beginning December 2004.

►2/11/04 Noh Poe Camp. TBBC- Deputy Director Ms. Sally Thompson met with the Camp Committee, Zone and Section Leaders. Clarification was made with regard to the Role and Attitude of TBBC and Donor Groups on Refugees. There was also discussion of matters related to social relations in Camps.

►2/11/04 KRC members attend meetings at Mae La ( MOI/NGOs meeting ) and also at SMRU, where discussions of matters related to Health/ Sanitation in Camps were discussed.

► 3/11/04 The Visit Group from NCA(Norwegian Church Aid) together with KRC members Visited Mae La Camp. There were meetings and discussions with the Camp and Religious Leaders. Fact finding visits were made to Hospitals and schools.


Mr. Mike Honnold and Group from the U.S. Embassy – Refugee Section visited KRC, where discussion were made on Refugees and Refugee Camps in this Thai/ Burma Border Region.

The Group also visited Mae La Camp where there was questioning of –

1. Whether the Refugees know of the Conditions /situation back in Burma.

2. What problems / difficulties they are facing as refugees in Thailand.

3. How many among the Refugees (Percentage) would like to have resettlement in some third Country. 

► 8/11/04 TBBC and KRC Visited Tham Him and Bang Don Yang Camps, the two remaining Camps where the Camps Management Programme was not implemented yet. For initiation of the Programme in Camps, Evaluations and assessments were made, which took 1 year and 2 months . Implementation of the C.M.P programme in all camps will be the joint effort between the TBBC-KRC and Camps Leaders. This was explained to the Camps Leaders and Population at meetings in these two Camps.

► 10/11/04 Tham Hin Camp. TBBC. Meet with the Camp Committee and Responsible people to discuss matters related to Proper Receipt, Storage and Distribution of Support Food and Material.

► 15/11/04 As, Election of the New Camp’s Committee is already due in Bang Don Yan Camp, KRC has provided guidelines for this Election to be held as.

From the 22nd November to 25th November 2004. For Selection of Candidates and Representatives from all Sections.

From the 27th November. Election of the (15) Member Camp Committee But then, dissenting voices were heard and the whole Election Process was in fear of being stopped altogether. There  were meetings and discussions and by good fortune, agreement was reached for the Election Process to go on as planned .

► 17/11/04. TBBC Field Co-ordinator, Ms. Anna Voss visited KRC where there was discussion related to Camps and Material Support. There was the problem with Fire Wood supply at Um Phiem Camp, which needs to be  looked into. There was discussion related to Blended Food Support, building of Go-downs in Camps and ration support related to the KHWA Boarding House.

At KRC- Visiting and discussions by Mr Ken Bacon (Refugee International) and Group, together with UNHCR Representatives, Bangkok and Mae Sot.

► 19/11/04 KRC- Education Co-ordinator, meet with Um Phiem School Heads and Teachers. Discussed were, re- Scheduling of Teaching periods, Teaching Methods, to re-fill vacant teaching posts, the availability of Text-books for every  student. Needs to be addressed in Co-operation with ZOA.

► 19/11/04 Mr. Ken Bacon ( Refugee International )and Group visited Mae La Camp and held meetings and discussions with the Camp Commander (MOI), the Camp Committee, the Camp’s Muslim Leaders and the KWO.

► 25//11/04 KTWG- Karen Teachers Working Group visited Um Phiem Camp. They met with TPC (Teacher Preparation Course), 

EIP. (English Immersion Programme) School Teachers and Students and have wide ranging discussions. There was also the VIDEO show depicting the conditions of schools and students in Burma.

►29/11/04 – UM Phiem Camp.

D.E.P. Team Leader, Benjamin Shultz, DEP – Trainer Adviser, Garvin Thomas, DEP Project Manager – Margy Dowling – visit Umphiem Camp. At the BDEPT Graduation  Ceremony they bestow Graduate Certificates to the students who have passed their Examination.

►30/11/04 The Camp’s Committee, Bang Don Yan reported the successful Conclusion of the Camp Committee Elections. Of the (15) members elected, there were (5) women members. One woman is included in the Executive Committee. 
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NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN THE CAMPS  NOVEMBER, 2004.

	MAE SOT     AREA
	CAMP
	No. of families
	Over - 12 Yrs
	6 - 12 Yrs
	Under  5 Yrs
	Total

	
	
	
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	

	
	Mae La
	5,411
	10,752
	10,528
	4,076
	3,794
	2,118
	2,044
	33,312

	
	Um Pheim Mai
	3,337
	6,002
	5,759
	2,112
	2,007
	1,433
	1,284
	18,597

	Total
	8,748
	16,754
	16,287
	6,188
	5,801
	3,551
	3,328
	51,909

	NORTH
	Mae Ra Mu Luang
	1,993
	4,373
	3,930
	1,342
	1,183
	881
	850
	12,559

	
	Mae La Oo
	2,569
	5,094
	4,462
	1,693
	1,554
	1,009
	834
	14,646

	Total
	4,562
	9,467
	8,392
	3,035
	2,737
	1,890
	1,684
	27,205

	SOUTH
	Noh Poe
	2,773
	4,232
	4,032
	1406
	1203
	878
	931
	12,682

	
	Ban Dong Yang
	799
	1,193
	1,298
	519
	527
	166
	167
	3,870

	
	Htam Him 
	1,601
	2,645
	2,787
	1,035
	1003
	681
	666
	8,817

	Total
	5,173
	8,070
	8,117
	2,960
	2,733
	1,725
	1,764
	25,369

	Grand Total
	18,483
	34,291
	32,796
	12,183
	11,271
	7,166
	6,776
	104,483


RICE AND OTHER ITEMS RECEIVED DURING THE MONTH.

	FROM
	CAMP
	Rice

50 kg

Sack
	Salt

Kilos
	F-paste

15 -Kg

Tins
	Yellow

Bean 60 Kilo/sacks 
	Chilies 

Kilos
	Cooking 

Oil

200 ltr
	Charcoal

20 Kg

Sacks
	Firewood
	B.Food

	B.B.C
	Umphiem Mai
	 5,517
	7,339
	
	288
	2,294
	86
	7,249
	244
	1028

	
	Mae La
	13,417
	17,757
	
	698
	5,555
	209
	17,563
	
	2,476

	COERR
	Um Phiem
	250
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


RICE AND OTHER ITEMS RECEIVED DURING THE MONTH OF APRIL TO NOVEMBER. (NOH POE CAMP)

	FROM
	CAMP
	Rice 50 kg Sack
	Salt 

Kilos
	F-paste 15 Kg

Tins
	Tinned Fish

155 mg tins
	Yellow Bean 60  Kilo/sacks 
	Chilies 

Kilos
	Cooking Oil

200 ltr drums
	Charcoal 20 Kg

Sacks

	B.B.C
	Noh Poe
	32,664
	44,239
	7,373
	251,522
	1,300
	13,825
	520
	43,686


We shall always be grateful to the Thai people and Government for their sympathy and understanding in Allowing us safe refuge.

We are also indebted to the NGOs for their Supports and Services.

BBC- Support in Food and Shelter Material. BBC is also supporting with warm clothing for all the camps.

MSF- Support  in Medical and Health facilities.

AMI-   "

"
"
" 
"

ARC- "

"
"
"
"

MHD- "

"
"
"
"

ZOA(ABWaid)- Support in Educational facilities Teachers' Training.

Consortium - Support in Educational facilities, Teachers' Training and Education for Deaf/Mute/Blinds.

TOPS- Support in Educational facilities.

ICS- Asia- Support in Educational facilities and school buildings.

COERR- Rice and Educational support. EVI- to be involved with Extremely Vulnerable people.

H.I - Support for Refugee Handicaps with Prosthesis and rehabilitation and also year-end sporting events for Handicaps.

NCA - (Norway Church Aid) has been providing KRC with administrative & organizational Support.

It has also supported with remuneration for KRC members and workers.

UNHCR- For Registration Process Protection and Ultimate Safe Repatriation.

SMRU- Support with Malaria Control, Prevention and Treatment.

SVA   - to support with Libraries in the camps.

PPAT - Parenthood Planning Association Thailand - Supporting with Family Planning and Preventive/

Education in Refugee Camps.
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