October 2004

 The month of October was on record as being associated with many Great Events.

There was the October Movement of 1911, in China, which brought an end to the Manchu Dynasty  and when Dr. Sun Yat Sen aspired to the Presidency of the United Provinces of China.


Then , at the end of World War II , on October 1st 1949, the Communist Peoples Republic of China was formally proclaimed by Chairman Mao Tse Tung, after the Kuo- Ming –Tan Government of General Chiang Kae- Shek capitulated, and established his Government in Exile in Taiwan. Taiwan is still an high International Issue to-day.


In 1917, the October Revolution in Russia brought Absolute Power to Lenin and the Communist Party, resulting in the emergence of the Soviet Union as a World Power. The U.S.S.R. manifests that Power by detonating a 50  Megaton Nuclear Device in October of 1961 and which was recorded as the most powerful man-made explosion ever. The World needs to be reminded that many Powers in the World to-day , has such Doomsday Weapons, in the thousands and at the Ready, and which can be launched at short notice, any time. Then to-day some countries are even attempting to be Nuclear Capable for what they say “ Legitimate Reasons”. Which also could mean Legitimacy to Commit Suicide.


This October is the Anniversary of the Yom Kippur War, the Biggest – Middle- East Fighting – between the Arabs and the Israelis, which started on October 6th 1973, but which was brought to an end, a week later. But to all evidences, that Regional Conflict is an on – going process unto this day with no sign of a peaceful settlement in sight.


This month is the Final Round of the Contest for the Presidency of the Untied States of America with heated debates concerning two fronts, abroad and domestic. But whichever Party Wins, the U.S. as a world Power will be playing in the Leading Role of the fight against Terrorism, state sponsored or otherwise.


This month, we also see a lot of bloodshed in Southern Thailand. This can be seen only as internecine conflict, where brothers fight brothers, and which outcomes can only be negative. Dismembering and disintegration can never be positive, leading only to sorrow and suffering as amply evidenced in countries like Burma, Sudan, The Congo etc. This month, the UNITED Nations is celebrating the 59th Anniversary of its founding in October of 1945 by the then Fifty one founding member Nations, with the purpose of establishing an Organization of Nations for maintaining World Peace. The Charter of the UN was drawn up and signed by the Original members on October 15th 1945. It came into effect, October 24th 1945, upon ratification by the Permanent Members of the Security Council.


In Burma, this month, it’s the Game of  “ Musical Chairs ” being played by the SLORC/ SPDC Generals. The Prime Minister, General Khin Nyunt was sacked by the Military Junta, to be replaced by yet another Junta General, Lt. Gen. Soe Win, who was reputed to be the Top Gun at De Pae Yin. This followed the recent sacking of the Foreign Minister and the Deputy Foreign minister, who happened to be Civilians, which would only mean that the Military will go its own way, with its Road Map, with its own way to Democracy. Genuine Democracy, in Burma, is in for a long sleep – in Isolation and in Negligence. Many Countries, although not in line with the actions of the Military Regime are still disinclined to speak out openly, because of their own interests. Even the United Nations is found to be quite impotent, in dealing with Rogue Governments, who are able to go about their business with impunity.


Sad to say, it will be a long time before Democracy, and its Principles can prevail in our country which we call Burma.

K.R.C - Camps Activities.

October – 2004

· 5.10.04 – 6.10.04 – I.C.S – Director and KRC Education Co-ordinator meet with Mae La Camp Educational Leaders- Talk about Camps Education and make contributions of Sporting Equipment and facilities.

· 6.10.04 – 12.10.04 – Mae La Camp –Health Coordinator and Karen Education work Group Staff – gave group Health Education Classes in various sections on Disease Prevention. e.g. Typhoid, Eye Infections. Also measures were taken to designate more sites for Trash/ waste collections and disposals. 

· 7.10.04 – Mae Sot –KRC and the Camp Committee met to discuss up-grading and expanding of the Mae La Camp Hospital. The Process was Completed on 7-10-04. There was the opening Ceremony- where all responsible Leaders and Personnel attended.

· 8.10.04 – KRC attended and supported with the Sexual and Gender Based Violence discussions/ workshop at Um Phiem Camp which was facilitated by UNHCR.

· 8.10.04 – KRC - Education Co-ordinator , together with Mae La Camp Education Leaders, School Heads and Teachers met to discuss matters related to Examination , Holding of Sports Meets, Improving and upgrading of Student learning Intent and Attendance, which would need in depth Cooperation and Coordination by all.

· 11.10.04 – TBBC, KRC, and Camps Committees  from Mae Ra Ma Luang and Mae La Oo, met to discuss the implementation of the Camp Management Programs in the Two Camps, which will be initiated by the end of the year.

KRC participated in the Training Workshop for Coordinators, facilitated by Mr. Greg of Consortium.

· 14.10.04 - There was the Fire Incident at Um Phiem Camp where (12) houses were burnt down with (67) persons left homeless. The fire resulted from the leakage of the Gas Container for cooking . Camp Committee and Thai Authority confiscated all Gas Containers used for cooking in the Camp, with restrictions on further usage of Gas Fuel. TBBC is helping with support for re- structuring of New Shelters.

· 15.10.04 – Formal Two monthly meeting between KRC and Support NGOs, held at KRC office , Mae Pa. Also, Vocational Training meeting at ZOA Head Office , attended by KRC Education Co-ordinator.

· 18.10.04 – TBBC notified KRC that Fish Paste support to Refugees Camps will be temporally  suspended , pending test/ analysis for adulteration.

· 23.10.04 – Um Phiem Camp – Meeting of Camp Elders, to Maintain/ Improve Karen Culture and related activities. One objective would be to print a book on Karen Culture in year 2005. There was agreement to form a research/ Work Group which will see to that the objectives are being achieved.

· 24.10.04 – Mr. Greg ( Consortium )  , KED, KRC, TPC Coordinators meet at KEWU. Head office, to discuss Curriculum in Geography, History, Teaching Skills for TPC schools.

· 25.10.04 – Group meeting at Mae Sot Hill Hotel between E.U. – donor Group which include embassy, Religious Personnel, T.B.B.C. and KRC – where TBBC and KRC made their respective Presentations, after which the Group visited Mae La Camp.

· 26.10.04 – Meeting in Chiang Mai , where E.U Donor Group and NGOs met to discuss matters related to the Refugees and IDPs in Thailand. KRC – Camps Affairs Co-ordinator participated.

· 27.10.04 – There was a group confrontation between young Karen and Muslims where the Camp Committee and The Thai Authorities had to take necessary actions. A (16) point Emergency Regulations, including Curfew was imposed to prevent destabilization.

· 4.10.04 – 5.10.04 -  The KRC Health Co-ordinator together with MHD Field Coordinator met with Mae Ra Ma Luang and Mae La Oo Camps Committees Health/ Medical Workers and discussed matters related to joint work services, and providing guidelines on efforts towards improvements of works Cooperation and Co-ordination.
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NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN THE CAMPS  OCTOBER, 2004.

	MAE SOT     AREA
	CAMP
	No. of families
	Over - 12 Yrs
	6 - 12 Yrs
	Under  5 Yrs
	Total

	
	
	
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	

	
	Mae La
	5,411
	10,761
	10,532
	4,076
	3,794
	2,088
	1,996
	33,247

	
	Um Pheim Mai
	3,337
	6,003
	5,763
	2,112
	2,007
	1,404
	1,257
	18,546

	Total
	8,748
	16,764
	16,295
	6,188
	5,801
	3,492
	3,253
	51,793

	NORTH
	Mae Ra Mu Luang
	1,992
	4,376
	3,931
	1,342
	1,183
	871
	843
	12,546

	
	Mae La Oo
	2,559
	5,094
	4,445
	1,693
	1,549
	993
	819
	14,593

	Total
	4,551
	9,470
	8,376
	3,035
	2,732
	1,864
	1,662
	27,139

	SOUTH
	Noh Poe
	2,773
	4,233
	4,034
	1406
	1203
	869
	925
	12,670

	
	Ban Dong Yang
	797
	1,195
	1,304
	521
	527
	163
	165
	3,875

	
	Htam Him 
	1,601
	2,646
	2,787
	1,040
	1008
	688
	663
	8,832

	Total
	5,171
	8,074
	8,125
	2,967
	2,738
	1,720
	1,753
	25,377

	Grand Total
	18,470
	34,308
	32,796
	12,190
	11,271
	7,076
	6,668
	104,309


RICE AND OTHER ITEMS RECEIVED DURING THE MONTH.

	FROM
	CAMP
	Rice

50 kg

Sack
	Salt

Kilos
	F-paste

15 -Kg

Tins
	Yellow

Bean 60 Kilo/sacks 
	Chilies 

Kilos
	Cooking 

Oil

200 ltr
	Charcoal

25 Kg

Sacks
	Charcoal

20 Kg

Sacks
	B.Food

	B.B.C
	Umphiem Mai
	 5,503
	7,326
	1,220
	287
	2,289
	86
	
	7,237
	1025

	
	Mae La
	13,343
	17,666
	2,931
	694
	5,538
	208
	
	17,457
	2461

	COERR
	Um Phiem
	250
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


RICE AND OTHER ITEMS RECEIVED DURING THE MONTH OF APRIL TO NOVEMBER. (NOH POE CAMP)

	FROM
	CAMP
	Rice 50 kg Sack
	Salt 

Kilos
	F-paste 15 Kg

Tins
	Tinned Fish

155 mg tins
	Yellow Bean 60  Kilo/sacks 
	Chilies 

Kilos
	Cooking Oil

200 ltr drums
	Charcoal 20 Kg

Sacks

	B.B.C
	Noh Poe
	32,664
	44,239
	7,373
	251,522
	1,300
	13,825
	520
	43,686


We shall always be grateful to the Thai people and Government for their sympathy and understanding in Allowing us safe refuge.

We are also indebted to the NGOs for their Supports and Services.

BBC- Support in Food and Shelter Material. BBC is also supporting with warm clothing for all the camps.

MSF- Support  in Medical and Health facilities.

AMI-   "

"
"
" 
"

ARC- "

"
"
"
"

MHD- "

"
"
"
"

ZOA(ABWaid)- Support in Educational facilities Teachers' Training.

Consortium - Support in Educational facilities, Teachers' Training and Education for Deaf/Mute/Blinds.

TOPS- Support in Educational facilities.

ICS- Asia- Support in Educational facilities and school buildings.

COERR- Rice and Educational support. EVI- to be involved with Extremely Vulnerable people.

H.I- Support for Refugee Handicaps with Prosthesis and rehabilitation and also year-end sporting events for Handicaps.

NCA- (Norway Church Aid) has been providing KRC with administrative & organizational Support.

It has also supported with remuneration for KRC members and workers.

UNHCR- For Registration Process Protection and Ultimate Safe Repatriation.

SMRU- Support with Malaria Control, Prevention and Treatment.

SVA- to support with Libraries in the camps.

PPAT- Parenthood Planning Association Thailand - Supporting with Family Planning and Preventive/

Education in Refugee Camps.
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