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This month of August, we remember the day back on August (6) of 1945, when the ENOLA GAY dropped an Egg on the Japanese City of Hiroshima, extinguishing it, and together with it more than 200,000 people perished in the blink of an eye. The Egg was an Atomic Bomb which explosion reverberated around the world, and in one big way, brought about an end to World War II . It also ushers in the new era, the Atomic Age,  with many countries attempting to Possess such Eggs. They call it Nuclear Capability. But the Hiroshima Bomb was just a Baby Compared to to-day’s super-Bombs which are  so powerful as to  become a threat to the whole world in general. The launching of such weapons can only mean, retaliation in kind, and which will be, catastrophic, even suicidal- encompassing all Mankind and His environment. In addition to the Big super- Powers, there is India and Pakistan- daring each other with such weapons. There are also some other Countries attempting to become “Nuclear” and still others will follow, which will further intensify the threat to our already troubled World.

This month, we also hear of devastations by National Forces- Hurricanes, Cyclones, Rain Storm, Floods- which then reminds us of the Greatest Explosion on record- the volcanic Explosion of Krakatoa, Indonesia in August of 1883 which killed an Estimated 30000 people. We are also reminded of the Volcanic Explosion of Mt. Vesuvius on August 24th in AD 79, which buried  the Cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum under fiery ash and  lava .

Then again, we are reminded of the Explosion of Sentiment in Burma in August of 1988 , the so-called  “4 Eights Movement” , When millions all over the country- Workers, Teachers, Students, took to the street to show dissent,   and which was brutally Crushed by the Military. This followed the comment by the Devil Incarnate Gen. Ne Win, that when the Military Shoot, they Shoot Straight”. The Military did shoot straight resulting in  deaths and disappearances, which number is still unknown unto this day. 

In August of last year, Burma had a new Prime Minister in the Form of General Khin Nyunt. He was the same General Khin Nyunt, the Intelligence Chief who still cling to his Military Uniform and Profile, and which would mean that Military Rule will still hold sway in Burma. This Rule is expected to continue into the unforeseeable future as there is very little threat to their hold on power, as they are sure to “shoot straight”, any place, any time. Many people have no doubt that “these people” are so calloused, that they will even shoot their own “Mother” if only to protect their interests. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and Co know this very well, having learned it at first-hand. Wisdom dictates that people stay put- stay silent. The Country wants no more Martyrs. There is a Burmese saying “ Kabar Mee Laung – Thar Gaung Cha Ninn”

 – “ The World on Fire , step on the body of your Child ”.

This month- we still see no new development with the so-called SPDC Road Map. Daw Aung San Su Kyi  together  with many  opposition activists are still in Prison – in  fact  the whole country is still very much a large prison, where freedom- in every aspects of living for the common people is still very far in the  distance , becoming very  foreign . Although there  were  talks  with   regard to Cease – fires , in  the  Border  Regions ,   conditions  are becoming   no  better. All indications are that although there is less shooting ,  military bases,  together with large control areas are being expanded and heavily laid with land-mines, the so called Defensive Measures. This posed a very great threat to IDPs, and local villagers who had to look for food and others needs, since time immemorably, from the Forests. Now land-mines  are laid indiscriminately to contain any activity. The Border Region is supposed to be a Dead Zone. As for the Refugees, it’s the future that seems to be getting more and more worrisome. The Future seems to be no-where, which is most telling on the younger generation, born on the run, knowing not where they belong, knowing not who they really are.
KRC- Camps Activities

August – 2004

Ù 2-8- 04 – Consortium met with K.R.C at  KRC office – to discuss matters related to psycho- Social affectations in Refugee Camps.


Ms. Andrea ( BBC- Blended Food Project ) met with KRC Members- at KRC – office to discuss Rumors related to Blended Food problems  in Camps. Discussed also were the British Broadcasting Corporation News with regards to diverse affectations from usage of the Blended Food. 

Ù 3-8- 04 – to – 6- 8- 04 ; KRC- Chairman – met with Camps leaders from Mae Ra Ma Luang and Mae la Oo . This was the preparatory meeting for the New Camp Management System to be implemented in the near future.

Ù 7-8- 04 – Mae Sariang Branch – KRC – office – Conducted Rehearsal Training in the Two Northern Camps- to be prepared to address emergency incidents in the Camps.

Ù 9-8- 04 – to  -10-8-04; KRC and ( CMP ) Camps Management Project Team went to Mae La Camp. They met with the Camp Committee to discuss the Camp Management Process to be put into function beginning 1st September 2004. There was also intensive discussing with regard to getting the nearest  Camps Population Figures who need support.

Ù 12-8- 04 – August 12nd is an Auspicious Day for Thailand- being the Queen’s Birthday. There were Birthday Gathering Ceremonies in all Refugee Camps led by local Authorities , KRC and Camps Committees.

Ù 19-8- 04 – Mae Sariang ; Local Authorities , UNHCR , NGOs , KRC met to discuss measures for the Prevention and protection from Destructive  Natural Forcus , like Rain- storms , Floods and Landslides. 

Ù 19-8- 04 – to - Ù 23-8- 04 – BBC, KRC and Camps Management Program Team visited the S0uthern Refugee Camps. ( Ban Dang Yang and Tham Hin )to discuss matters related to Camps Management – including the New Management system to be implemented in the near Future.

Ù 20-8- 04 – KRC- NGOs, meeting ( Every 2 month ) at KRC office. KRC presented matters related to Camps Congestion and relative Domestic , neighborly and social problems in Camps, which are seen to be increasing. 

Ù 24-8- 04 –  Protection Work Group- meet at UNHCR. Discussed were matters related to Eventual Repatriation , where Planning to make Plans for Repatriation were discussed.

Ù 27-8- 04 – Mr. One- Neua Xomsihapangna – Senior office Manager for N.C.A.  visited KRC office.


There was wide ranging discussions regarding Financial Support for KRC – Works Activities, Reports and Returns. There was also discussions related to the New Financial Reports System to be implemented in January 2005.

Education Activities.

I.Ù 3-8- 04 – to - 4-8- 04 –  KRC- Education Co-ordinator and ICS visited Mae La and Um Phiem Camps. Meetings and discussions were made with all School Head Masters /Mistress from Camp’s Schools-

1. Schools to provide up-dated Student Figures, so that sporting facilities and material can be provided by November 2004.

2. Needed Schools/ buildings repairs and renovations to be put up by the end of August 2004.

3. For provision of estimate Student Population for Academic year 2004-05 so that preparatory measure can be taken with regard to School Material ,Teaching Aids etc.

4. Discussion on views , perspectives, difficulties and guide-lines and Counseling put up by the Camps’ School Head Masters/ Mistresses.

II. Ù 6-8- 04 – Meeting with School Heads, where discussions were made on Psycho- Social matters and for making Assessments regarding is affectations on the Camps’ populations.

III. Ù 9-8- 04 – KRC- Education co-ordinator , K.E.D., Consortium met to discuss matters related to Psycho- Social Effects on victims of fighting, problems in families, depressions especially among school Children . Assessments on these matters will be made in August / September 2004 , and then to conduct and address matters after the Assessment results have come in.

IV. Ù 16-8- 04 – KED and KRC – Education Co- ordinator cooperated in drawing up Social Study Curriculum – to be included as one School Subject in Academic year 2005 - 2006 . Included will be subjects related to Religion, Health, Cultures, Administration , Social Affairs and Karen traditional Essences. Intended for teaching from the 3rd to the 9th standards.

V. Ù 27-8- 04 – KRC- Education Coordinator and Consortium , went to Noh Poe Camp – and discussed with the Camp Committee together with concerned responsible Personnel  on Topics ranging from Psycho-Social affectations , Camps Boarding Houses and Boarder Students, and School Heads Work Responsibilities.

VI. Ù 20-8- 04 – Meeting on Vocational Training in Mae Sariang, attended by Z.O.A, KRC - Education Co-ordinator together with Responsible Vocational Training Personnel from Mae Ra Ma Luang and Mae La Oo Camps. Matters discussed related to – 

Loom weaving , Hand weaving , Sewing , Black-Smith, Cooking, Auto-Mechanic, Music, Tin Smith.

Ù 31-8- 04 – KRC- met with Mr.TIMO KOSTER from H.I and discussed Upgraded Handicap Support in Camps - Prosthesis , including upper limbs , Rehabilitation , Movement disabilities, Mine Awareness Education and Training, Physical Therapy , etc.


Evening, KRC discussion with Mr. Jack Dunford covering KRC, Camps Committees activities , Implementation of New Camp Management Repatriation, and Resettlement . There was also the new Proposal for a 3 year Refugee Support program from ECHO which will start with the New year 2005. 
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NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN THE CAMPS  AUGUST, 2004.
	MAE SOT     AREA
	CAMP
	No. of families
	Over - 12 Yrs
	6 - 12 Yrs
	Under  5 Yrs
	Total

	
	
	
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	

	
	Mae La
	5,150
	9,491
	9,673
	3,908
	3,627
	2,017
	1,910
	30,626

	
	Um Pheim Mai 
	3,347
	6,046
	5,796
	2,120
	2,013
	1,374
	1,233
	18,582

	Total  
	8,497
	15,537
	15,469
	6,028 
	5,640
	3,391
	3,143
	49,208

	NORTH
	Mae Ra Mu Luang 
	1,993
	4,354
	3,882
	1,371
	1,208
	851
	845
	12,511

	
	Mae La Oo 
	2,528
	5,104
	4,455
	1,699
	1,555
	969
	799
	14,581

	Total  <
	4,521
	9,458
	8,337
	3,070
	2,763
	1,820
	1,644
	27,092

	SOUTH
	Noh Poe  
	2,863
	4,294
	4,085
	1,466
	1,283
	889
	937
	12,954

	
	Ban Dong Yang 
	737
	1,047
	1,160
	521
	527
	148
	149
	3,552

	
	Htam Him   
	1,652
	2,037
	2,181
	1,420
	1,395
	1,040
	1,030
	9,103

	Total
	5,252
	7,378
	7,426
	3,407
	3,205
	2,077
	2,116
	25,609

	Grand Total  
	18,270
	32,373
	31,232
	12,505
	11,608
	7,288
	6,903
	101,909


RICE AND OTHER ITEMS RECEIVED DURING THE MONTH.

	FROM
	CAMP
	Rice

50 kg

Sack
	Salt

Kilos
	F-paste

15 -Kg

Tins
	Yellow

Bean 60 Kilo/sacks 
	Chilies 

Kilos
	Cooking 

Oil

200 ltr
	Charcoal 20Kg. Sacks
	B. Food
	Fire-wood m3

	B.B.C
	Umphiem Mai
	5,824
	7,302
	1,216
	286
	2,280
	86
	
	
	

	
	Mae La
	14,410
	1,9619
	3,278
	770
	6,152
	231
	
	
	

	
	Noh Poe
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	COERR
	Um Phiem
	250
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


We shall always be grateful to the Thai people and Government for their sympathy and understanding in Allowing us safe refuge.

We are also indebted to the NGOs for their Supports and Services.

BBC- Support in Food and Shelter Material. BBC is also supporting with warm clothing for all the camps.

MSF- Support  in Medical and Health facilities.

AMI-   "

"
"
" 
"

ARC- "

"
"
"
"

MHD- "

"
"
"
"

ZOA(ABWaid)- Support in Educational facilities Teachers' Training.

Consortium - Support in Educational facilities, Teachers' Training and Education for Deaf/Mute/Blinds.

TOPS- Support in Educational facilities.

ICS- Asia- Support in Educational facilities and school buildings.

COERR- Rice and Educational support. EVI- to be involved with Extremely Vulnerable people.

H.I- Support for Refugee Handicaps with Prosthesis and rehabilitation and also year-end sporting events for Handicaps.

NCA- (Norway Church Aid) has been providing KRC with administrative & organizational Support.

It has also supported with remuneration for KRC members and workers.

UNHCR- For Registration Process Protection and Ultimate Safe Repatriation.

SMRU- Support with Malaria Control, Prevention and Treatment.

SVA- to support with Libraries in the camps.

PPAT- Parenthood Planning Association Thailand - Supporting with Family Planning and Preventive/

Education in Refugee Camps.
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