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       On July 19th ,1947 , General Aung San together with other National Leaders of 

Burma were gunned down by a   group of armed  men .The time was when  Burma 

 was only months away from  achieving  independence from Britain .It was a black day in Burma’s history. It was ominous .The assassination showed that people were already scheming and plotting, attempting to achieve power for themselves in independent Burma ,by whatever means.


No wonder, quarrels and conflicts grew up all over the country after Burma gained independence. General Aung San didn’t live to see the Day of independence , for which he worked so hard and tirelessly. Nor would he have foreseen the decay and deterioration into which the country will fall after becoming a free nation.


Burma at that time of independence was in a very stable and admirable position in image as well as in substance .The granary was overflowing. The economy, the living standard and the resources were the envy of neighbouring  countries .There was no joblessness .Many people from other countries came to find work and the good-living , the exact reverse of what we are seeing these days.


Just months before his death , in his speeches ,General Aung San was telling the people of the paramount importance of Ethnic Unity. He expressed his fears with regard to the idle, careless, taking it-easy selfish ways of the Burmese people .He warned in very explicit terms, that the people need to work until their “Bottom Split” to keep up with the world, that Burma faced the danger of becoming a “Prostitute Country” if the people didn’t change their negative ways .


Burma achieved independence from Britain on January 4th , 1948.But just short of a decade into independence, dark clouds were already looming. There was discontent and dissent, from many quarters, especially from the Ethnics because of partiality,disparity and discriminations. There were calls for separation from the Union.


On March 2, 1962 , the Military, under Gen .Ne Win took over power from the civilian Government of P.M, U Nu. The cited reason was   to save the country, to prevent disintegration .But only four months later there was the Students/ Military confrontation which culminated in the shooting of students at the University of Rangoon and which resulted in many Killed and many injured. Many simply vanished. In the early hours of July 8th , the University Student Union Building was demolished by dynamite with some student leaders still hiding inside. The building was not allowed to be rebuilt unto this day . Sad to note that the Building was one of the Centres of Agitation against British Colonial Rule-and where dissents were addressed without the use of guns or dynamite.


On top of the country wide student Dissent ,the Junta was also facing opposition from  the Ethnic Groups. First to come were from the Karen and Mon, and then later  the Shan, Arakan , Kachin, Wa and Chin, and which bled the country incessantly, lending it to become the least Developed country in the world .


In 1988, the suppressed discontentment of the people came out into the open. That was the 4 Eights Movement of 8-8-88 which resulted in  thousands of deaths, thousands arrested, thousands displaced or lost.To be sure there was the change of leadership but only from one Military Group to another Military Group, the SLORC, and which came to be more repressive than their predecessors.


Up to now , the Military leaders are still continuing with their trade-mark rule of “power  behind the barrel of the Gun”.


Many peoples around the world are very disturbed by what’s happening in Burma. Many are trying to help but the Generals are in no mood to accept change. Still many countries are more concerned with their own “State Security” and “Sovereignty” and are disinclined to help solve the “ Burma problem.”


In Burma, this month we are still hearing of continuing  repressions, wide-spread unpaid  forced labor in building and repair of Roads in the Karen, Mon and Arakan States. However the authorities are good enough to encourage the poor suffering work people, saying that this was the Good Deed they were doing , which will surely benefit them in the Next life. Seems like the present life is not much worth living.


This month of July , we  remember the 20th Day in July of 1944, when an abortive attempt was made on  Hitler’s life, by some German Military officers. Hitler escaped with only minor injuries. What followed was that the two Chief Conspirators and their Aides were promptly shot dead. One was forced to commit suicide. In subsequent days, Hitler’s Police rounded up the remaining conspirators, tortured, shot or hanged them, or in some cases, viciously strangled them with piano wire or hung them up on great meat hooks. Hitler had these gruesome treatments filmed and watched the movies .Such things are normal happenings in Countries ruled by Dictators or Dictatorial Regimes but which are condoned by many Ruling people citing Sovereignty ,State Security or for friendly, beneficial relationships, and returns.

Also, this month of July , we remember that on the 4th of July 1776, a New Nation was born with calls for “These Colonies are and of Right, ought to be Free and Independent states”. We can take strength from the fact that the New Nation was born through the strength of unity and Resolve .It remains to be seen whether the people of Burma can maintain their strength through consistent Unity and Resolve.
KRC – Camps Activities.

July – 2004

Ù 8-7- 04 – Mae La Camps Population re-assessment, Conducted by M.O.I. and Camp Committee.

Households assessed - 1856 – Population – 9535-First Day.

Ù5-7-04-  KRC- Education Co-ordinator attend the Capacity building training facilitated by Consortium.

Ù7-7-04- BBC. (Ms.Andrea and Elizabeth ) together with the Mae La Camp Committee, K.W.O. and K.Y.O. went to individual section in the Camp for educating information sharing, and discussions regarding ( Nutrition) Blended Food to be introduced in Refugee Camps .There was sharing of methods for preparing, baking , cooking food from the Blended Food Powder.

Ù7-7-04- Mae La Oo Camp. -K.R.C.- Security officials, Camp Committee, C.O.E.R.R. meet to discuss moving of families threatened by Rain storm flood- landslides to a new extended site at Pway Baw Lu – to designate cites and to 

collect names lists of Families/people to be moved.

Ù8-7-04- K.R.C. members attend Camp M.O.I. meetings at Mae La and Um phiem- as observers.

Ù9-7-04- Clearing of land at Pway Baw Lu to accept people / families moved out from Mae La Oo threatened areas.
Ù12-7-04- Start moving Families from Mae La Oo to Pway Baw Lu .TBBC- supported with material- Nails and Plastic Sheets, and also transport support by boats .For moving of Household Material, COERR supported with Four Trucks ( Four Wheel Drives ).

Total Families to be moved (85) .

Total Population to be moved (472).

Ù12-7-04- Local villages and farms downstream from Mae-La Camp are being affected by Waste / Refuse from the  Camp’s disposals .Led by  MOI ,KRC , Camp Committee, Camp People help clear the area of wastes and rubbish.
Ù12-7-04- Mr. Thanin Wichittakul ( Chief Officer – MOI . ) Chang wat

                  Mr. Amnart                    ( Deputy Officer – MOI ) Tak.

                  Mr. Thanin Thonony met with Mae La Camp Committee members and K.R.C. where( Palat )  Mr. EKARATPHAN  was introduced and designated as the New Commander ( M. O. I.) of Mae La Camp.

Ù13-7-04- K.R.C. Education Co-ordinator met with Mae La Camp Education Co-ordinator and Education Personnel to discuss and help regulate matters related to Boarding Houses and student Boarders .Regulatory Forms were provided to be filled in to help with propriety , uniformity and proper management.

Ù14-7-04- TBBC met with Mae La Oo Camp Committee and KRC, Discussed were matters related to destruction of the environment by Camp’s People like cutting of trees and bamboo in the vicinity of the Camp. These activity need to be restricted by the Camp Committee and KRC. There was also need to help with the move of families to the new site. 
Ù19-7-04- Umphiem Camp. The Camp Commander ( M.O.I ) and the Camp Committee, in Cooperation make reassessment of the Camps Population, going to every Section in the Camp .There was also the V.T. ( Vocational Training )meeting in Um Phiem Camp, where K.R.C. Education Coordinator, Camp’s V.T. ( Vocational Training ) Committee, Z.O.A. participated.

Ù20-7-04- K.R.C. Education Co-ordinator Participated in the COPE meeting .Discussed were matters related to mental depressions and affectations due to various circumstances and the environment among Camp’s Refugees especially Children.

Ù21-7-04- Mr.Hugo Raemi, UNHCR Bangkok Representative , visited KRC where matters related to planning for Eventual Return of the Refugees were discussed.
Ù22-7-04- Two representatives from the “Right to play” Group visited KRC, and together with KED, discussed sporting activities for school Children in Camps. Children to be given more knowledge on sports and for more active participation.

Ù29-7-04- to 30-7-04. Meeting in Mae Sariang KRC office and Security Station.

Participated by the Military, KRC, NGOs , UNHCR and the M.O.I.

Discussed were –

1. Matters related to moving of people from Mae La Oo Refugee Camp to the extended safe site at Pway Baw Lu.

2. Matters related to Repatriation and Contingency Plans for Mae La Oo Camp.

Ù30-7-04. Mae La Camp – Meeting – Responsible Educational People from KRC, Camps and NGOs. Discussed were – 1. Establishing New Schools

 2. Upgrading of schools – whether these will agree with the Policies laid down by KRC and KED.
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NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN THE CAMPS  JULY, 2004.
	MAE SOT     AREA
	CAMP
	No. of families
	Over - 12 Yrs
	6 - 12 Yrs
	Under  5 Yrs
	Total

	
	
	
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	

	
	Mae La
	5,181
	10,391
	10,220
	3,989
	3,705
	2,005
	1,913
	32,223

	
	Um Pheim Mai
	3,281
	5,949
	5,715
	2,091
	1,981
	1,333
	1,205
	18,274

	Total
	8,462
	16,340
	15,935
	6,080
	5,686
	3,338
	3,118
	50,497

	NORTH
	Mae Ra Mu Luang
	1,993
	4,355
	3,882
	1,371
	1,208
	843
	837
	12,496

	
	Mae La Oo
	2,527
	5,104
	4,487
	1,690
	1,549
	940
	789
	14,559

	Total
	4,520
	9,459
	8,369
	3,061
	2,757
	1,783
	1,626
	27,055

	SOUTH
	Noh Poe
	2,893
	4,328
	4,112
	1,493
	1,308
	903
	955
	13,099

	
	Ban Dong Yang
	737
	1,055
	1,170
	525
	530
	147
	144
	3,571

	
	Htam Him 
	1,652
	2,038
	2,182
	1,420
	1,395
	1,020
	1,019
	9,074

	Total
	5,282
	7,421
	7,464
	3,438
	3,233
	2,070
	2,118
	25,744

	Grand Total
	18,264
	33,220
	31,768
	12,579
	11,676
	7,191
	6,862
	103,296


RICE AND OTHER ITEMS RECEIVED DURING THE MONTH.

	FROM
	CAMP
	Rice

50 kg

Sack
	Salt

Kilos
	F-paste

15 -Kg

Tins
	Yellow

Bean 60 Kilo/sacks 
	Chilies 

Kilos
	Cooking 

Oil

200 ltr
	Charcoal

25 Kg

Sacks
	Charcoal

20 Kg

Sacks
	Fire-wood m3

	B.B.C
	Umphiem Mai
	5,824
	7,302
	1,216
	286
	2,280
	86
	
	7,216
	

	
	Mae La
	14,410
	1,9619
	3,278
	770
	6,152
	231
	
	19,388
	

	COERR
	Um Phiem
	250
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


RICE AND OTHER ITEMS RECEIVED DURING THE MONTH OF APRIL TO NOVEMBER. (NOH POE CAMP)

	FROM
	CAMP
	Rice 50 kg Sack
	Salt 

Kilos
	F-paste 15 Kg

Tins
	Tinned Fish

155 mg tins
	Yellow Bean 60  Kilo/sacks 
	Chilies 

Kilos
	Cooking Oil

200 ltr drums
	Charcoal 20 Kg

Sacks

	B.B.C
	Noh Poe
	32,664
	44,239
	7,373
	251,522
	1,300
	13,825
	520
	43,686


We shall always be grateful to the Thai people and Government for their sympathy and understanding in Allowing us safe refuge.

We are also indebted to the NGOs for their Supports and Services.

BBC- Support in Food and Shelter Material. BBC is also supporting with warm clothing for all the camps.

MSF- Support  in Medical and Health facilities.

AMI-   "

"
"
" 
"

ARC- "

"
"
"
"

MHD- "

"
"
"
"

ZOA(ABWaid)- Support in Educational facilities Teachers' Training.

Consortium - Support in Educational facilities, Teachers' Training and Education for Deaf/Mute/Blinds.

TOPS- Support in Educational facilities.

ICS- Asia- Support in Educational facilities and school buildings.

COERR- Rice and Educational support. EVI- to be involved with Extremely Vulnerable people.

H.I- Support for Refugee Handicaps with Prosthesis and rehabilitation and also year-end sporting events for Handicaps.

NCA- (Norway Church Aid) has been providing KRC with administrative & organizational Support.

It has also supported with remuneration for KRC members and workers.

UNHCR- For Registration Process Protection and Ultimate Safe Repatriation.

SMRU- Support with Malaria Control, Prevention and Treatment.

SVA- to support with Libraries in the camps.

PPAT- Parenthood Planning Association Thailand - Supporting with Family Planning and Preventive/

Education in Refugee Camps.
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