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This month, people remember June 6th 1944, “D-Day” of World War Two, the Day on which Allied Forces under General Dwight D.Eisenhower, launched “Operation Overlord,” to rid Europe of the Evil, that was NAZI Chauvinism under ADOLF HITLER, Taking Part in the Operation were 1200 fighting Ships- the largest invasion fleet in history-, 10,000 planes and 156,000 soldiers of the U.S – British  and Canadian Forces. They landed in Normandy, France. The battle was joined. It was supposed to be the “ Battle to end all Battles”. The objective was achieved. The World was rid of Hitler and NAZI Chauvinism. But it was not to be the “Battle to end all Battles” as there  is ample evidence unto this day, that battles are going on around the world almost everyday. Some people are not very far from the truth when  they say that battles fought are just a waste of material and Precious Lives, in the end, achieving nothing. They point to many examples, one of which being the War in Iraq. Saddam was being routed and side-lined, but still there is intensified conflicts going on. One fighting ended and then another crop up. Such is the World that we live in. Men can be considered  the most belligerent  and aggressive beings on earth.

With the End of World War II – we see Big Power Rivalries, Hegemonies, Repression, the Cold War. We see impositions, contentions, struggles. We see people in distress, fearing, suffering and starving. People seeking Refuge have became a very big Issue, with the number of refugees increasing day by day.

In Burma, it’s the continuation of Military Rule, which began with the seizure of Power by General Ne Win. The stated intent was to solve all the troubles that the country faced- to save the country on the brink of disaster. The measure of their success was that the country had become the “ Least Developed Country” in a matter of a few decades. For the people who have been suffering all these years from the gross misrule, there’s little they can do. The Opposition, together with the Ethnics are facing mounting repression, being divided and manipulated at will, by the Military and by whatever means.The attitude of the common people can now only be seen as leaving everything to fate, a feeling of inertia, together with subdued resentment bordering on disgust, Neighboring and sympathetic Countries together with the UN are speaking out, lending effort to help, but to no avail .The ruling Generals are as ever, unresponsive to improvement and Change. They stick to the line that they will move towards Democracy, in their own way, in their own time.

True, there is the SPDC’s Road Map, there is the National Convention process going on. But to all indication, it will go nowhere, other than the continuation of Military Control over the Country. Burma seems to have become a problem country, regionally and  internationally.

Near the end of this month, there was a series of bomb explosions in Rangoon, which the SPDC Claimed was the opposition’s activity to disrupt the on- going National Convention process. But to most people, it was just another ploy by the SPDC, to manifest instability and  to facilitate more Military / Intelligence  activation against dissenters and the oppositions. 

This month , we pay tribute to a very brave and dedicated Leader, who was born on June 19th,1945. She is none other than Daw Aung San Suu Kyi the opposition leader who is still behind bars, and who is denied her true role in the  National Convention, because of her selfless devotion and avowed effort to work for the betterment of her Country and people. It is surprising how a frail and not so young Lady can inspire awe and fear for a group of hard and tough Generals, who find it necessary to keep her in the cage to constrain her. 

We wish her a very Happy Birthday, although we are sure she will find life not so enjoyable on her Birthday. Forsaking the role of loving wife and mother, to work for the good  of the country and people, only to be denounced, condemned and incarcerated  is sacrifice that can never be disregarded but to be lauded and honored. 

 K.R.C - Camps- Activities.
JUNE – 2004

Ù 3-6-04 – KRC and KED met at KRC Office to discuss working together for the future of Refugee Camps students including further studies and Vocational Trainings.

Ù 8-6-04-  to 10-6-04 – K.R.C Education Coordinator and ZOA-visited Tham Hin and Ban Don Yang Refugee Camps. There was meetings with Camps Leaders together with School Heads and Teachers. Matters related to Camps Education, together with Vocational Trainings and Resident Teachers Trainers were discussed.

Ù 15-6-04, KRC- Education Coordinator, BBC, KED, KWO meet to discus matters related to Boarding Houses. ( Orphanages, Safe Houses) in Camps- and for setting up proper , formal processes, for running these Boarding Houses and other Care houses. 

Ù 17-6-04- KRC – attend FSP ( Further Study Program) School Opening Ceremony at Mae La Camp.

Ù 18-6-04 to 22-6-04 , KRC –Education Coordinator met with Camps Educational Personnel of Mae La and Um Phiem. There was  wide ranging discussions Related to Schools, Students, Teaching Subjects, Boarding Houses together with  setting up proper communications and improvement of related works processes.

Ù 25-6-04- KRC – Education Coordinator met with Schools Heads at Mae  La Refugee Camp, Discussed were matters related  to  Students who have difficulty with their educational needs and of addressing these needs.

Ù 30-6-04- KRC- Education Coordinator met with KWO, KYO, KED, and KSNG- to set up guidelines for proper servicing and reporting processes with regard to Student Boarding Houses in Camps.

Ù 1-6-04 – A U.S. Aid fact finding Group visited  KRC. Wide ranging discussions related to Karen Refugee Situations, Conditions, Difficulties and support needs were made.

Ù 7-6-04 – The PWG- Protection Working Group meeting was held at the Rujira  Resort, where representatives of the UNHCR, KRC, KWO, COERR, CONSORTIUM, attended. Matters related to efforts to Protect Refugee Women and Children were discussed.

Ù 8-6-04- KRC- attended the MOI / NGOs meeting at Um Phiem where  matters  related to Camp and Camps peoples were discussed. 

Ù 9-6-04 – KRC and Consortium met  at KRC office to discuss matters related  to the Handicapped ( Deaf and Dumb ) Children in Camps and their support/ help needs.

Ù 10-6-04 – KRC- BBC and visiting DFID group met at KRC office to discuss matters related to Refugees and Refugee Camps.

Ù 11-6-04 – There  was an NGOs / KRC Bi-monthly meeting at KRC, where all supporting NGOs attending and matters related to Camps and Refugee needs, works processes and communications were discussed.

Ù 15-6-04 to 16-6-04 – BBC, KRC and Fact finding Group visited Mae La Camp and met  with Camps Leaders, Group Leaders, Work Groups and individual Camp’s Families, for the purpose of manifestation of Refugees and their plight at the 20th Refugee Anniversary.

Ù 21-6-04- There was a meeting at the Mae La Camp Committee office where discussions were made based on 3 topies.

1. SGBV- Sexual Gender Based Violence.

2. Head- Counts to be made in the Camp.

3. Problem of Orphans in the Camp.

The UNHCR was represented by- 
Ms. Elizabeth Kirton.







Ms. Ellen . from Geneva







Mr. Dyll from Geneva 

Ù 26-6-04- The “Drugs Day” Ceremony was held in Mae La Camp, where Thai authorities KRC, UNHCR and NGOs and the Camps population attended.

Ù 29-6-04 – There was a meeting between UNHCR, KRC and Camps Leaders in Mae Sariang where matters related to Weather Disaster Protection measures for Mae La Oo Camp were discussed.

Ù Ù KRC Health Coordinator- Works Visits to Camps.

1. Mae La Camp work visit. Discussed were  formation of Organizational structure of the Camp Health Committee.

2. Duty  and Responsibility of Camp Health Coordinator.

3. The Role of the Camp Heath Coordinator.

4. Information sharing and  discussion on the Planned New Hospital.

5. HIV- prevention program and services organized by KEWG.

Ù Visits were made to Mae La Oo and Mae Ra Ma Luang where matters related to Medical / Health services in Camps were discussed. Also discussed were KEWG’s programs in HIV knowledge and awareness in Camps.
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NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN THE CAMPS  JUNE, 2004.
	MAE SOT     AREA
	CAMP
	No. of families
	Over - 12 Yrs
	6 - 12 Yrs
	Under  5 Yrs
	Total

	
	
	
	M
	F
	M
	F
	M
	F
	

	
	Mae La
	5,510
	10,931
	10,700
	4,139
	3,858
	2,119
	2,021
	33,768

	
	Um Pheim Mai
	3,281
	5,179
	4,948
	2,856
	2,740
	1,326
	1,194
	18,243

	Total
	8,791
	16,110
	15,648
	6,995 
	6,598
	3,445
	3,215
	52,011

	NORTH
	Mae Ra Mu Luang
	1,993
	4,356
	3,883
	1,371
	1,208
	831
	827
	12,476

	
	Mae La Oo
	2,513
	5,073
	4,469
	1,676
	1,539
	923
	766
	14,446

	Total
	4,506
	9,429
	8,352
	3,047
	2,747
	1,754
	1,593
	26,922

	SOUTH
	Noh Poe
	2,893
	4,331
	4,112
	1,493
	1,308
	876
	936
	13,056

	
	Ban Dong Yang
	737
	1,083
	1,186
	536
	539
	147
	144
	3,635

	
	Htam Him 
	1,652
	2,039
	2,184
	1,420
	1,395
	996
	998
	9,032

	Total
	5,282
	7,453
	7,482
	3,449
	3,242
	2,019
	2,078
	25,723

	Grand Total
	18,579
	32,992
	31,482
	13,491
	12,587
	7,218
	6,886
	104,656


RICE AND OTHER ITEMS RECEIVED DURING THE MONTH.

	FROM
	CAMP
	Rice

50 kg

Sack
	Salt

Kilos
	F-paste

15 -Kg

Tins
	Yellow

Bean 60 Kilo/sacks 
	Chilies 

Kilos
	Cooking 

Oil

200 ltr
	Charcoal

25 Kg

Sacks
	Charcoal

20 Kg

Sacks
	Fire-wood m3

	B.B.C
	Umphiem Mai
	6,071
	7,882
	1,413
	309
	2,466
	93
	
	7,784
	

	
	Mae La
	14,404
	1,8641
	3,112
	732
	5,836
	220
	
	18,436
	

	COERR
	Um Phiem
	250
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


RICE AND OTHER ITEMS RECEIVED DURING THE MONTH OF APRIL TO NOVEMBER. (NOH POE CAMP)

	FROM
	CAMP
	Rice 50 kg Sack
	Salt 

Kilos
	F-paste 15 Kg

Tins
	Tinned Fish

155 mg tins
	Yellow Bean 60  Kilo/sacks 
	Chilies 

Kilos
	Cooking Oil

200 ltr drums
	Charcoal 20 Kg

Sacks

	B.B.C
	Noh Poe
	32,664
	44,239
	7,373
	251,522
	1,300
	13,825
	520
	43,686


We shall always be grateful to the Thai people and Government for their sympathy and understanding in Allowing us safe refuge.

We are also indebted to the NGOs for their Supports and Services.

BBC- Support in Food and Shelter Material. BBC is also supporting with warm clothing for all the camps.

MSF- Support  in Medical and Health facilities.

AMI-   "

"
"
" 
"

ARC- "

"
"
"
"

MHD- "

"
"
"
"

ZOA(ABWaid)- Support in Educational facilities Teachers' Training.

Consortium - Support in Educational facilities, Teachers' Training and Education for Deaf/Mute/Blinds.

TOPS- Support in Educational facilities.

ICS- Asia- Support in Educational facilities and school buildings.

COERR- Rice and Educational support. EVI- to be involved with Extremely Vulnerable people.

H.I- Support for Refugee Handicaps with Prosthesis and rehabilitation and also year-end sporting events for Handicaps.

NCA- (Norway Church Aid) has been providing KRC with administrative & organizational Support.

It has also supported with remuneration for KRC members and workers.

UNHCR- For Registration Process Protection and Ultimate Safe Repatriation.

SMRU- Support with Malaria Control, Prevention and Treatment.

SVA- to support with Libraries in the camps.

PPAT- Parenthood Planning Association Thailand - Supporting with Family Planning and Preventive/

Education in Refugee Camps.
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