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Pyidaungsu Hluttaw concludes 9th session 
THE Second Pyidaungsu  
Hluttaw ninth regular session 
held its 23rd day meeting in 
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday and 
a report on the current work 
of the government by U Kyaw 
Tint Swe, Union Minister for 
the Office of the State Coun-
sellor, was on the top of the 
agenda.

The report of Union Minis-
ter U Kyaw Tint Swe, on behalf 
of the Union Government, was 
documented by the Pyidaungsu 
Hluttaw.

(Below is the full text of the 
report.)

In yesterday’s meeting, Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw also approved 
the forest bill and the  Union 
taxation bill-2018-2019, after 
scrutinizing them paragraph 
by paragraph.

Hluttaw gives nod to US$ 
298.9 million loan from ADB 
for electrification project

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw also 
passed a motion to accept a 
loan of US$ 298.9 million from the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
to be used in implementing the 
power supply network project of 
the Ministry of Electricity and 
Energy.

In the debate, Deputy Min-
ister for Electricity and Energy 
Dr Tun Naing said the ministry 
is implementing the 19 projects 
to be able to satisfy a higher 
demand for electricity in the 
future, adding that US$10.48 
million will be spent on hiring 
a consultant for the project and 
US$38.6 million for unexpected 
expenditures.

SEE PAGE-2

Union Minister U Kyaw Tint Swe.

SPEAKER of Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw and all members of Parlia-
ment, I wish you all good health, 
wealth and prosperity. 

In accordance with Article 
228(B) of the 2008 Constitution, 
and the invitation dated 3 Sep-
tember 2018, I present this re-
port on the work of the elected 
government to the Pyidaungsu 
Hluttaw.  

Now is the time to recon-
struct the nation to make it a 
peaceful, stable and strong one. 

At the same time, effort is being 
exerted to build up a Union in 
which the justice, freedom and 
equality aspired since attain-
ment of independence will pre-
vail. In addition to the prevalence 
of natural justice, equal rights 
in respect of political, economic 
and social justice shall prevail. 
The Union we are building shall 
be one which is pure in ideology 
and which is cherished by all. 

Additionally, efforts are also 
being taken to develop our dem-

ocratic transition into a mature 
democracy. In fact, these three 
processes are not to be imple-
mented separately, but all to-
gether. This is what the govern-
ment would like to emphasise. 

Speaker and all members of 
Parliament, 

In the process of establish-
ing a peaceful, prosperous and 
resilient nation, we must take 
account of the need to strength-
en the mechanisms and insti-

tutions of government. It is of 
paramount importance to uphold 
rule of law, ensure the mental 
and physical wellbeing of our 
citizens,  provide for equality of 
taxation, deliver basic services 
to our people, including educa-
tion, health and social services, 
transportation, communication 
and infrastructure development, 
and to strengthen the adminis-
trative mechanisms of govern-
ment. 

SEE PAGE-3

Report on the current work of the government: political, 
economic and social development, and the peace process 

Following is the full text of the report delivered by Union Minister U Kyaw Tint Swe during 
the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw meeting yesterday:
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Second Pyidaungsu Hluttaw concluding  its ninth regular session in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA



2 20 SEPTEMBER 2018
THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMARPARLIAMENT

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw concludes 9th session 
FROM PAGE-1

Under the project, the 230 
KV power-line linking Maw-
lamyine and Dawei passing 
through Ye, power stations in 
Ye and Dawei will be implement-
ed. The Mawlamyine-Ye-Dawei 
power line will be over 177 miles 
long, according to the Deputy 
Minister.

Upon completion of the 
project, about 470 villages in Ye 
Township and Dawei District in 
Taninthayi Region would get 
access to electricity distributed 
by the ministry.

Besides, over 400,000 fam-
ilies in Mon State and Tanin-
thayi Region will get access to  
electricity, said the deputy min-
ister.

Work on building the Maw-
lamyine-Ye-Dawei power line 
and sub-power station is ex-
pected to be carried out in the 
2018-2019 fiscal year.

During the debate, Deputy 
Minister for Planning and Fi-
nance U Maung Maung Win said 
the suspension period for the 
ADB loan is eight years and the 
debt payment period is 24 years.

The interest rate is one per 

cent during the suspension pe-
riod and 1.5 per cent during  the 
repayment period, according to 
the deputy minister.

“The Ministry of Planning 
and Finance will carry out the 
process of getting loan, includ-
ing negotiation, signing loan, 
activation of the loan and get-
ting the loan, in accordance with 
the rules and regulations, and 
will try to timely complete the 

process,”  said Deputy Minister 
U Maung Maung Win.

Following the debate, the 
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw approved 
the motion.

Union taxation bill 2018-
2019

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw ap-
proved the Union taxation bill 
2018-2019, after the bill with re-
marks by the Joint Bill Commit-

tee was scrutinized, paragraph 
by paragraph by MPs.

Yesterday’s meeting was 
the last day meeting of the ninth 
regular session of Pyidaungsu 
Hluttaw.

In his conclusion remarks, 
Speaker of Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw U T Khun Myat said the 
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw approved 
the National Planning Bill, the 
Union Budget Bill and the Union 
Taxation Bill during the ninth 
session of the parliament. 

The efforts of Pyidaungsu 
Hluttaw in the ninth regular 
session aimed at preventing 
wastage from the public fund, 
encouraging investment and in-
creasing revenue for the coun-
try, while easing the burden of 
the tax papers, said the Speaker.

A total of five bills were  
approved in the ninth regular 
session of the Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw.

The achievements of Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw during the 
session include the appointment 
of  the Governor of the Central 
Bank of Myanmar, seeking ap-
proval for Part-II of the Union 
Accord gained from the Union 
Peace Conference-21st Century 

Panglong , approval of two sign-
ings of Myanmar into interna-
tional organizations and putting 
the two issues of emergency 
fund on record.

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw also 
discussed and documented the 
three reports and completed 
five issues of getting loans from 
international organizations.

The Speaker also urged the 
MPs from regions and states 
to submit proposals for de-
velopment funds allocated by 
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, not later 
than December this year.—Myo 
Myint, Aung Ye Thwin      

Speaker of Pyidaungsu Hluttaw U T Khun Myat.  PHOTO: MNA

UNION Minister for Social Wel-
fare, Relief and Resettlement Dr. 
Win Myat Aye received Japanese 
Ambassador to Myanmar Mr. 
Ichiro Maruyama at the Maykal-
ar Hall in his ministry in Nay Pyi 
Taw yesterday morning.

During the meeting, they 
openly discussed the status of 
constructing houses in north-
ern Rakhine State with support 
from the Japanese Government, 

closing down displaced people 
camps in Sittway, ensuring dis-
placed people have appropriate 
livelihoods, assuring coopera-
tion between local residents, the 
displaced people, humanitarian 
organizations, the regional gov-
ernment and UN organizations 
in the resettlement processes, 
and cooperation with UNHCR 
in repatriating displaced people 
who fled to Bangladesh. —MNA 

A DELEGATION led by the 
British Secretary of State for 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs, Rt. Hon. Jeremy Hunt 
MP, landed in Yangon at 3:45pm 
yesterday.

The delegation was wel-

comed by Daw Kay Thi Soe, 
Director General of the  
S t r a t e g i c  S t u d i e s  a n d  
Training Department, Brit-
ish Ambassador to Myanmar 
Mr. Daniel Patrick Brendon 
Chugg, and other officials at 

UK Foreign Secretary arrives in 
Myanmar, visits AAPP

Japanese Ambassador meets 
SWRR Union Minister

the Yangon International 
Airport. 

The British Foreign Sec-
retary and his delegation 
travelled to the extended 
Ward 33 in Dagon Myothit 
(North) Township at 5pm 
yesterday to observe the 
Assistance Association for 
Political Prisoners  (AAPP) 
located there.

The British Foreign Sec-
retary was first given a guid-
ed tour by AAPP secretary 
U Teit Naing of the AAPP’s 
exhibition titled ‘Memory of 
the Past’. He then met with 
AAPP officials and discussed 
about the state of political 
prisoners and the status of 
human rights.

Present at the meeting 
were AAPP secretary U Teit 
Naing, joint-secretary U Bo 
Kyi, in-charge U Aung Myo 
Kyaw, Yangon Region Hlut-
taw MP Daw Sandar Min, 
and Ma Thidar (Sanchaung). 
—MNA      

British Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
Rt. Hon. Jeremy Hunt MP poses for a documentary photo with AAPP 
secretary U Teit Naing in Yangon.  PHOTO: MNA

Union Minister Dr. Win Myat Aye shakes hands with Japanese 
Ambassador Mr. Ichiro Maruyama.  PHOTO: MNA

U Maung Maung Win.
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In order to achieve these 
aims, it is important that we cre-
ate opportunities for citizens from 
across the country to participate 
in these endeavours. We urge all 
our citizens to cooperate together 
with the government. 

We have witnessed the coop-
eration of government, civil socie-
ty organisations and citizens both 
during the peace process and 
holding 21st Century Panglong 
Conferences, as well as in the 
course of adapting and creating 
new government policies.
Speaker and all members of 
Parliament, 

The government is under-
taking to establish a Union for the 
benefit of all its citizens, however, 
there are still many challenges 
to overcome to ensure our suc-
cessful transition to democracy.

As the government has an-
ticipated, the 2008 Constitution 
should be amended step-by-step, 
to guarantee the smooth transi-
tion. Similarly, the Democratic 
Federal Union can only be im-
plemented if we can build free-
dom, equality and mutual respect 
amongst the ethnic people. 

With this in mind, the current 
government has made the peace 
process a top priority. With the 
peace process at the centre, na-
tional reconciliation can be also 
achieved, and this, shall lead to 
democratic transition and the 
establishment of the Union. 

The main goal of the current 
peace process is to reach political 
agreements, to sign the Union 
Accord,and to implement steps 
for establishing a Union based on 
democracy and federalism. In do-
ing so, common approaches will 
be agreed through the process of 
holding political dialogue. 

The role of military in the 
peace process is also very cru-
cial. We need to overcome many 
challenges harmoniously during 
the peace process.  

Establishing the federal Un-
ion and achieving the democrat-
ic standards anticipated by the 
government will take time and 
can only be done step by step. 
However, our ultimate goal to 
establish a democratic federal 
Union is unwavering. In order 
to bring about a political agree-
ment, the 21st Century Panglong 
(Union Peace Conference) has al-
ready been held three times. As of 
now, 51 political agreements have 
been agreed.  The government 
has reiterated its commitment 

to establish a Union based on 
democracy and federalism which 
has been continuously requested 
by the ethnic people.

At the second meeting of the 
21st Century Panglong (Union 
Peace Confernece), an agree-
ment was in fact reached on 
matters regarding the right to 
self-determination and the for-
mulation of state constitutions. 
However, after reaching agree-
ment, this had to be set aside. 
Just as non-secession is impor-
tant, it is equally important to 
join hands together to build up a 
federal Union.
Speaker and all members of 
Parliament, 

While the government is 
working to establish peace, sta-
bility and a democratic federal 
Union, there are many challeng-
es. For over 70 years, previous 
governments have been trying 
to resolve the issues in Rakhine 
State, which have been smoul-
dering in the background. This 
is the reason why the transition 
to democracy has been slow, as 
the current government is trying 
to take care of the Rakhine issue 
first.  

Since the ARSA attacks in 
October 2016, the situation has 
been unstable. The issues reig-
nited in August 2017 when 30 bor-
der police outposts and a military 
headquarters were attacked by 
ARSA.Due to the terrorist at-
tacks, a significant number of 
people fled over to neighbour-
ing Bangladesh, and as a conse-
quence, Myanmar was blamed in 
the international arena.  

The necessary arrange-
ments for repatriation, relief and 
resettlement have now been un-
dertaken in accordance with the 
bilateral arrangement signed by 
Myanmar and Bangladesh on 23 
November 2017. 
The Independent Commis-
sion of Enquiry (ICOE)

The Independent Commis-
sion of Enquiry (ICOE) con-
sisting of two well-known inter-
national personalities and two 
local experts was established in 
accordance with the law. This 
Commission is tasked to investi-
gate allegations of human rights 
violations and the related issues 
of terrorist attacks. There will 
be cooperation and collaboration 
among relevant departments and 
organisations, the security forces 
and the ICOE.	

We are capable of handling 
our national affairs not only by 
utilising our sovereign power, but 

also by being able and willing to 
do so.

Myanmar respects the sov-
ereignty and dignity of each in-
dividual nation, and therefore it 
will continuously work towards 
fostering closer friendships that 
will contribute towards global 
peace and the improvement of 
international relations. In this re-
gard, it is also crucial to follow in-
ternational laws and agreements. 

In order to handle the Rakh-
ine issue, peaceful coexistence 
through diversity will be imple-
mented. However, if mind-sets 
and perspectives remain the 
same as when the conflicts and 
tension occurred, we will not be 
able to resolve these issues. 

Thus, the issue should be 
addressed with a new approach, 
taking into consideration regional 
and international perspectives, in 
accordance with 21st century glo-
balisation. We will only be able to 
overcome the unfair challenges 
and pressures with the unity of 
our citizens. 

The Rakhine situation is a 
very complex and sensitive issue.

The government would like 
to express its gratitude to the 
public for its understanding, trust 
and support during this difficult 
and stressful period as it is trying 
its utmost for the future develop-
ment of the nation.

In its nation building endeav-
our, the government continues to 
strive to amend laws that are no 
longer agreeable to democrat-
ic values and accepted human 
rights standards.

The Union Government 
aims to institute the rule of law, 
through the development and 
promulgation of laws, rules and 
regulations, law enforcement, 
and the administration of justice 
through the legal system to pro-
mote good governance. 

The Union Government has 
put great efforts into enhancing 
the ability of the youth to think 
critically and philosophically, by 
providing more access to librar-
ies and research, so that a new 
generation of highly educated 
youth can be produced. 
Better access to educational 
opportunities 

In order for the new genera-
tion to have better access to edu-
cational opportunities, better and 
higher school attendance levels 
and to lower the rates of school 
leaving, the union government 
has upgraded 6,386 schools. 

10,732 primary school teach-
ers, 383 middle school teachers 

and 1,221 high school teachers 
have been appointed. A total of 
4,799 buildings comprising 4,585 
school halls and 214 staff accom-
modations were built.  

Text books, exercise books 
and school uniforms have been 
distributed to government and 
monastic schools, free of charge.  
Pre-schools and primary school 
syllabuses were changed and 81 
non-formal education programs, 
introduced.  	

In order to ensure greater 
job opportunities, the govern-
ment training and vocational 
institutions have been further 
strengthened in Insein, Pyin-Oo-
Lwin and Kyaitlatt. In addition, 
the Singapore- Myanmar Voca-
tional Training Institute (SMV-
TI), the Nyaung Shwe Vocational 
Training Institute(NVTI) and the 
Nay Pyi Taw English Proficien-
cy Training School were further 
introduced. 

Similarly, before 2021, the 
government will open 36 techni-
cal institutes, government tech-
nical high-schools and vocational 
training schools, along with an 
increase of 2,933 teachers. Two-
year educational colleges will 
be advanced to four-year degree 
colleges. 	

During the last three finan-
cial years, the education budget 
has been gradually increased.   
In the 2016/17 financial year,  
the budget was 1,726 billion Kyat; 
in the 2017/18 financial year, the 
education budget was 1,756 billion 
Kyat; and in the 2018/19 financial 
year, there will be an increase to 
2,175 billion Kyat in expenditure. 
An increase in the health 
budget

Similarly, in the health 
budget, there has been an in-
crease. In the 2016/17 financial 
year, the budget was 881 billion 
Kyat; in the 2017/18 financial year, 
the budget was 1,076 billion Kyat; 
and in the coming 2018/19 finan-
cial year budget, the expenditure 
will be increased to 1,131 billion 
kyats.

Together with the increase 
of budget in the health sector, 
health care services have also 
been increased.  A new 16-bed 
regional hospital, 18 rural health 
clinics, 20 rural sub-clinics, and 
16 traditional medicine hospitals 
were newly built and 7 hospitals 
also received upgrades. A total of 
22,421 doctors, nurses, midwives, 
health workers, dental experts 
and health workers were also 
newly appointed. 

The building of 3,644 health-

care staff quarters were also 
completed. Public health clinics 
were also opened in rural areas. 
This helped the early detection 
of diabetes, hypertension, etc. so 
that effective health care can be 
given in the early stages.  

Work on the eradication 
of malaria is being conducted. 
64,060 chronic disease patients 
suffering from TB and 156,372 
patients suffering from HIV were 
being given health care. In order 
to give better health education, 
health care workers and health 
service staff were provided with 
mobile tablets to assist them with 
“e-Education, e-Consultation and 
e-Medicine.”

Medical student enrolment 
from remote regions has in-
creased from 3% to 6%. In 2016/17, 
59 students were accepted. In 
2017/2018, 81 students were ac-
cepted. There was also an in-
crease in post-graduate studies 
in 10 disciplines and there are 
now 126 disciplines of post-grad-
uate studies. 

In terms of human resourc-
es, 3,952 doctors, 492 dentists, 
1,121 health workers, 4,143 nurs-
es, 2,550 midwives, 299 women 
health workers, 529 post gradu-
ate diploma holders, 529 masters 
degree holders, 1,581 Master of 
Science degree holders and 220 
PhDs were produced. During the 
tenure of the new government, 
funds were made available for 
medical research, and advanc-
es in medical research projects 
were achieved. 

We acknowledge the role of 
the Hluttaw Representatives in 
making possible a notable im-
provement in the education and 
health budget, thus allowing the 
government to realize a future 
generation that is healthier and 
better educated. The government 
also holds seriously its account-
ability to expending the nation’s 
budget. 

Sufficient and good infra-
structures are mainly required 
for building a nation. 67 numbers 
of over 180-feet bridges, 218 num-
bers of bridges between 180 and 
50 feet that are 285 numbers of 
bridges in total have been con-
structed across the country in 
the past two years. It is planned 
to complete the construction of 
Thayet-Aunglan Ayeyarwaddy 
bridge in the third year. It is 
also planned to complete the 
construction of over 400 bridges 
needed by the people across the 
country.

SEE PAGE-4 

Report on the current work of the government: political, economic 
and social development, and the peace process 
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Apart from the construction 
works by Ministry of Construc-
tion, 144 Union roads were upgra-
ded with the assistance of the 
ADB, the World Bank, JICA, KfW 
of Germany. Of them, 333 miles 
of concrete road, 358 miles of tar 
road and 1,030 miles of nylon-tar 
road were upgraded.

Besides, the ministry upgra-
ded 2,916 miles of road in total 
and 1,940 bridges in rural areas 
as part of efforts for providing 
the rural people with smooth 
transportation. The Ministry 
of Construction would upgra-
de roads in rural areas every  
year, setting its target of tur-
ning the roads to all-weather  
roads to be accessed by 80 per 
cent of the villages and 90 per 
cent of the rural population of 
the country.

Urban projects and 
industrial cities

Urban projects and indust-
rial cities are being developed 
in some big cities like Yangon 
and Mandalay within 3 years for 
systematic development of urban 
housing.

Economic growth is expec-
ted to accelerate by having bu-
sinessmen participate in these 
mega projects. The development 
of these mega projects will create 
job opportunities and have multi-
plier effects in the economy. The-
se effects will drive the economy 
and positively influence on the 
national GDP.

The role of active young 
entrepreneurs has become 
important among today’s busi-
nessmen. The government has 
been supporting to have more 
young entrepreneurs emerged. 
These young businessmen are 
the future of Myanmar’s business 
environment. More businesses at 
the international level will emer-
ge by supporting and nurturing 
them.

Negotiations have been 
made in cooperation with the IFC 
of the World Bank Group for the 
development of Yangon elevated 
road project in coming 2019 with a 
view to address the traffic issues 
in Yangon. Such development is 
being pursued with the expection 
not only to address traffic issues 
but also to create job opportu-
nities.

Urban development is beco-
ming a challenge for highly popu-
lated cities. It is important that 

future potential developments 
are taken into consideration to 
address these challenges.

During the past 2 years, it 
was planned to construct 10,924 
rooms for public housing and 
for government employees, 
among which 57,48 rooms that 
is 70 percent of the plan are now 
available. Efforts are being made 
for timely construction of the rest 
and in addition, construction of 
over 10,000 rooms are planned, 
out of which over 4,000 rooms 
are to be constructed through 
different PPP models and over 
6,000 rooms are to be constructed 
by private companies.

Urban projects in 33 cities 
across the country have been 
implemented and planning for ad-
ditional urban projects are being 
developed in cooperation with 
the states and regional govern-
ments. The Master Plan for Yan-
gon Regon, Master Plan for Yan-
gon-Hantharwadi-Bago corridor 
and Master Plan for Southwest of 
Yangon have been developed in 
cooperation with JICA of Japan 
and KOICA of Korea.

It is important to have higher 
electricity supply in the process 
of developing road and transport 
connectivities, and also develo-
ping urban housing and infrast-
ructures. Development of these 
basic infrastructures could open 
up business and job opportuni-
ties.

Electricity supply  
increased by 556 MW

During the past two and a 
half years, electricity supply has 
increased by 556 MW from 2,802 
MW to 3,388 MW. Hence, elect-
ricity can be supplied to 33 cities, 
3,843 villages and 684,013 house-
holds. As the electricity consump-
tion has been rising from 15% to 
19% per annum, it will increase up 
to 4,531 MW in 2020-2021.

In order to meet the elect-
ricity demand, efforts are being 
made to generate 220 MW in 2018, 
449 MW in 2018-19, 737 MW in 
2019-2010, 1,351 MW in 2020-2021 
that are 2,757 MW in total.

The natural gas production 
may gradually decline as the pro-
duction from Yadana project has 
reached a plateau level. Offsho-
re national gas exploration and 
onshore oil exploration are being 
expanded to mitigate the effect of 
gradual national gas production 
decline.

Drilling of deep and shallow 
wells are being conducted in the 

sea near Rakhine, Ayeyarwaddy 
and Taninthayi coastal areas. 
Currently, prospects are obser-
ved in A-6 off the Ayeyarwaddy 
coast. Once the estimated reser-
ves have been confirmed, official 
announcement would be made. 
Tender proposals will be solicited 
to international companies for 
the exploration of onshore and 
offshore blocks.

Agricultural sector depen-
ded on by the majority of popu-
lation has become an important 
foundation in developing basic 
infrastructures for the nation 
building. To strengthen the im-
portant economic foundation, to 
have farmers’ families benefited 
from their own farming, and to 
have the generations of farmers 
possess the right to their farm 
land, the 2012 Law on Farm Land 
and 2012 Vacant, Fallow and Vir-
gin Land Management Law have 
been amended to reflect the ac-
tual onground situation.

Encountering natural 
disasters on a regular 
basis

Along with the environmen-
tal degradation around the world, 
Myanmar has been encountering 
natural disasters on a regular 
basis due to climate change and 
losses are encountered on the 
annual basis. 

During the perid under the 
existing government, Disaster 
Risk Management Committee 
and Ministry of Social Welfa-
re Relief and Resettlement  
have spent Kyats 2.4 billion and 
Kyats 11.330 billion respectively 
that are Kyats 13.739 billion in 
total for the support and rehabi-
litation activities in the disaster 
areas. 

To avoid difficulty in access 
to agricultural and drinking water 
in the dry zone and coastal areas, 
plans are being made for effective 
storage of rain water.

Thanks to renovation and 
maintenance of reservoirs and 
irrigation system, about 1.23 mil-
lion acres of rice received irriga-
tion water sufficiently in this rainy 
season and about 1.167 million 
acres of rice were supplied with 
irrigation water from the reser-
voirs and dams. Besides, this 
year saw further 260,000 acres 
of rice in summer while about 
1,500 tube-wells were drilled for 
agricultural purpose and about 
400 tube-wells for supply drinking 
water.

To be able to adapt to climate 

change impacts on agriculture, to 
improve timeliness agricultural 
production and to minimize the 
loss and wastages in the sector, 
we believe that the use of farm 
machinery should be increased. 
Therefore, plans are underway 
to promote the use of agricultu-
ral machinery. Today, about 75 
per cent of the cultivation were 
operated by mechanization from 
ploughing to harvesting.

The incumbent government 
has released a total of 63,417 acres 
of confiscated farmland so far and 
returned 13,091acres to farmers 
and 50,326 acres to ministries and 
regions and states.

To accelerate the country’s 
economy based on the agricul-
tural sector and to boost the 
agricultural products, the Union 
Government laid down the natio-
nal export strategy, practicing all 
possible means and ways to get 
the export market for Myanmar’s 
products.

Regarding the export sector, 
efforts are being made to pro-
duce value-added products from 
rice, peas and pulses, fish, textile, 
woods and rubber. Besides, the 
Union Government has stepped 
up its efforts for promoting trans-
port, quality of export products, 
availability of information on tra-
de and financial services. Today, 
Myanmar’s export is relying on 
agricultural sector, fishery and 
livestock sector, and private small 
and medium enterprises.

Local production sector 
facing challenges 

Meanwhile, local production 
sector is facing challenges, such 
as getting quality seeds, shortage 
of machinery in production, fer-
tilizer, systematic use of pestici-
des, shortage of skilled laborers. 
To be able to provide the people 
with safety and nutritious food, 
efforts are being made to promo-
te organic crops production and 
high-quality products. It is found 
that the special challenges for 
our SMEs are capital, technology 
and market penetration.

Government borrows ODA 
from JICA as two-step loans 
for SMEs in order to fulfill the 
need for finance and Kyats 60 
billion loans has been extended 
to SMEs within 3 years.  It is also 
planned to extend the loan of ad-
ditional Kyats 200 billion to the 
SMEs in 2018-2019. In addition, 
the State-owned Myanmar Eco-
nomic Bank also plans to extend 
the loan amounting to Kyats 250 

billion as SME loans.
Similarly, JICA two-step 

loans amounting to Kyats 200 
billion was acquired to support 
farmers and help them have bet-
ter access to finance during a 
transformation process towards 
mechanized farming and Kyats 
30 billion loans has been exten-
ded to farmers so far. Myanmar 
Economic Bank also plans to 
extend the loans amounting to 
Kyats 200 billion for agriculture 
and livestock farming busines-
ses. 

Agriculture loans extended 
by Myanmar Agricultural Deve-
lopment Bank has increased from 
Kyats 100,000 to Kyats 150,000 per 
acre for paddy farming. Loans 
extended for other crops have 
increased from Kyats 20,000 to 
Kyats 50,000 per acre and it is 
planned to further increase up 
to Kyats 100,000 per acre. 

The presence of ille-
gal trades, lower export  
generated incomes, loss of taxes, 
depletion of natural resources, 
illegal importation of consumer 
products have significant impacts 
on domestic small and medium 
sized industries and pose signi-
ficant challenges exposing risks 
to consumers. It is planed to have 
these challenges properly hand-
led in accordance with the Laws.

Trade imbalances exist 
due to current account de-
ficits as imports are much hig-
her than exports. As US dollar 
has strengthened significantly 
since the past April and June, 
many currencies in the world 
including Myanmar Kyats  
are becoming weaker. Although 
that is a global impact, deprecia-
tion of Myanmar Kyats is found 
to be more significant than those 
of other countries. 

While there are many fac-
tors that cause Myanmar Kyat 
to depreciate, current account 
deficit, interest rates, inflation 
and economic prospects are fac-
tors among others that mainly 
influence on the exchange rate. 

Analyzing the depreciation 
of Myanmar Kyat, although it 
started with the external im-
pacts, the domestic factors that 
include but are not limited to 
weak economic fundamentals 
and structural issues have sig-
nificant impacts on the exchange 
rate. Looking at the trade, trade 
deficit was US$ 3.8 billion in 2017-
18 and it is actually lower than 
previous years.

SEE PAGE-5
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In 2016-2017, trade deficit 
was US$ 5.2 billion and it was 
US$ 5.4 billion in 2015-2016. It 
is evident that these deficits 
have had a lot of pressure on 
the domestic currency.

Second, changes in seaso-
nal foreign currency demands 
also have impacts on the exc-
hange rate. Especially during 
the period from July to Decem-
ber, demands for foreign cur-
rency is usually high.

In order to reduce the trade 
deficit, to strengthen domestic 
economy and to be resilient and 
to withstand various impacts, 
the government has been going 
through various reform proces-
ses in cooperation with the pri-
vate sector stakeholders. 

Government of Myanmar 
places a lot of effort in en-
hancing productivity, develo-
ping main economic drivers, 
and creating favorable invest-
ment and business climate. 
Standard Operating Proce-
dures (SOPs) for application 
of business approvals and  
permits are being developed 
and a Single Window system 
according to which applications 
can be made and approvals 
and permits can be received 
at one place will be developed 
soon.  Now, the new Compa-

nies Law has been enacted and 
online system through which 
companies can be incorpora-
ted without needing to come 
to the office has been up and 
running. Hence, it is projected 
that Myanmar’s Ease of Doing 
Business ranking will improve 
in the years ahead. 

With the cooperation of 
private sector and based on 
the efforts made by relevant 
government deparments, it is 
planned to improve the ranking 
of Ease of Doing Business for 
Myanmar from the current sta-
tus of 171 to less than 100 in a 
few years time. It is aimed not 
only at improving the ranking 
but also at changing the exis-
ting procedures of the govern-
ment departments, especially to 
change the current situation of 
unpopular red-tapes, increased 
corruptions, and the mismatch 
between the government’s po-
licy objectives and its depart-
ments’ organization and per-
formance.

Speaker and all members of 
Parliament, 

At the same time, the go-
vernment has established a four 
year (2018-2021) strategic plan 
for anti-corruption reforms and 
initiatives to reduce the erosion 
state funds and bring bribery 
and corruption under control. 

The government’s plans 
are now in place to implement 
the strategic plan for anti-cor-
ruption and bribery. At the 
same time, in order to protect 
individual rights and the basic 
rights of citizens, the protection 
of human rights is being imp-
lemented as a matter of great 
importance. 

The Myanmar National Hu-
man Rights Commission is en-
suring greater understanding, 
promoting awareness and pro-
tection. In police cells and pri-
sons, noticeable improvements 
in food and accommodation can 
be seen. 

Legal aid for people who 
cannot afford legal rep-
resentation

Legal aid for people who 
cannot afford legal representa-
tion has been established. Legal 
aid is given to citizens who are 
poor and unable to defend for 
themselves, such as children, 
women, the elderly, disabled, 
and people suffering from com-
municable diseases. 

Similarly, the President’s 
Office has taken direct respon-
sibility of the anti-narcotics 
taskforce. It is encouraging 
to see that there has been  
cont inuous  cooperat ion  
from the people in reporting 
information on drug-related 

crimes. 
Since the taskforce was 

established on 27th  June 2018, 
until 17th September 2018, a 
total of 698 reports were made 
and 514 of these were investi-
gated, resulting in 174 arrests 
made.  A total of 426 people  
(356 males and 70 females) were 
apprehended. A total of  2,626.97 
grams of heroin, 16.71 grams of  
ICE, 34,896.85 grams of opium, 
144,781 tablets of amphetamine, 
3,356.74 grams of marijuana, 
10 assorted arms, 179 assorted 
ammunitions and 1 hand grena-
de were confiscated. To date, 
there have still not been many 
reports of large-scale drug traf-
fickers received. 

Three centres for youth 
rehabilitation managed by the 
Central Committee for Drug 
Abuse Control, and 9 centres 
for rehabilitation managed by 
the Ministry of Social Welfare, 
Relief and Resettlement were 
opened to give assistance, 
education and treatment prog-
rams to people taking mind-al-
tering drugs and other kinds of 
substances. Assistance and re-
habilitation to people suffering 
both physically and mentally 
was also given through educa-
tional and vocational training.

The Myanmar police force, 
which plays a vital role in uphol-
ding the role of law, has been 

enhanced to improve law en-
forcement. Arms and weapons 
have been updated, and training 
schools have been upgraded 
together with international ins-
titutions.  Updates were also 
made to the forensics and DNA 
lab facilities. Communication 
equipment has been upgraded. 
It is understood that for nations 
going through transition, it ta-
kes an average of 10 years for 
the rule of law to take firm hold. 

It is a long-term invest-
ment, where dynamic and unre-
lenting motivation is required, 
if the nation is to live in har-
mony, peace and security under 
a strong and firm rule of law.

Speaker and all members of 
Parliament, 

May I conclude by cla-
rifying that the government will 
exercise the powers vested in 
them by the people, with the col-
lected efforts of the people, by:  
•	 Ensuring the rule of law 

and promoting socio-eco-
nomic development;

•	 Peace and national 
reconciliation; and

•	 Firmly upholding our 
objective to amend the 
constitution, which is the 
basic foundation for buil-
ding a Democratic Federal 
Union.

******* 

Nepali National Day held in Yangon
UNION Minister for Agricul-
ture, Livestock and Irrigation 
Dr. Aung Thu and his wife Daw 
Khin Thidar attended the Ne-
pali National Day celebration 
held at Melia Hotel yesterday 
evening.

The celebration was 
opened with the national an-
them of both Myanmar and 
Nepal.

This was followed by 
speeches from Nepalese Am-
bassador to Myanmar Mr. Bim 
K. Udas and the Union Minister, 
after which they proceeded to 
cut the celebratory cake.

The Union Minister and 
his wife, the Nepali Ambassa-
dor and his wife, then took a 
documentary photo with the 
attending guests.

The Ambassador and 
his wife then entertained the 
guests with a dinner banquet.

THE cyclonic circulation in Bay of Bengal over the East Cen-
tral Bay of Bengal and adjoining Myanmar Coast still persists 
and the low pressure is likely to intensify into a depression in 
the next 24 hours, according to the 6:30 pm observation of the 
weather bureau yesterday.

With this system in the bay, squalls with rough sea are 
likely to happen at times off and along Myanmar coasts, said 
the Meteorology and Hydrology Department.

Surface wind speed in squalls may reach 40 miles per 
hour and wave height will be about 9 to 12 feet off and along 
Myanmar coasts.

Fishermen and locals are advised not to venture into the sea.
The forecast of the weather bureau said that rain or thun-

dershowers will be scattered in southern and eastern Shan 
and Kayah states, fairly widespread in Nay Pyi Taw, Lower 
Sagaing, Mandalay, Magway and Bago regions, northern Shan 
and Chin states and widespread in the remaining regions and 
states with isolated heavy falls in Sagaing, Mandalay, Magway, 
Bago, Yangon, Ayeyawady and Taninthayi regions, Rakhine 
and Mon states, with full per cent degree of certainty.—GNLM

Low pressure in Bay 
of Bengal likely to form 

depression in next 24 hours
Attending the celebration 

were foreign ambassadors as-
suming office in Yangon, charge 

d’affairs, UN departmental rep-
resentatives and other invited 
guests. —MNA 

Union Minister Dr. Aung Thu delivers a speech at a celebration of the 
Nepali National Day in Yangon.  PHOTO: MNA
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