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T H E  C O N ST IT U T IO N  A M E N D M E N T  ACT ,0 1951.

[ A c t  No. L X 1I o f  1951.]

A n Act to amend the Constitution o f the Union o f B urm a.

I t is hereby  enacted  as follows :—
1. (1) T his Act lay  be called  T he Constitution A m endm ent 

Act. 1951. -t!
(2) It shall com e into force on the da te  of prom ulgation except 

sections 3 and 7 w hich shall come in to  force or the  date  of the  
dissolution of the Parliam ent following the first general elections held 
under section 233 of the Constitution. ”

2. In section 8 o f the Constitution, fo r  the  expression / 1 Section 
180 ” the expression “  Sections 180 and 181 ” shell be substituted.

3. In sub-section (2) of section 83 of th e  C onstitution, the  last 
sentence shall be deleted.

4. F o r the  provisions in  sections 180 and  18 i of the  C onstitution, 
the  following shall be substituted, namely :—

“ 180. (1) T he territo ry  h itherto  known as the Salween D istrict 
shall form a constituent unit of the Union of Burm a 
and be hereafter known as 1 T he K aren S tate \  
I t  shall also include such adjacent areas occupied 
by the  Karens as may be determ ined by  an Act of 
Parliam ent.

( 3 )



(2) All £he m em bers o{ the P arliam ent represen ting  the
K aren S tate shall constitu te  the  K aren State 
Council. .

(3) Any m em ber of the S tate  Council w ho shall have
ceased to  be a m em ber of the  Parliam ent shall be 
deem ed to have vacated h is seat in the Council, 
but may continue to  carry  on his duties un til his 
successor shall have been  elected .

(4) T h e  S tate Council m ay recom m end to  the 1
Parliam ent the passing o f" any law re la tin g . to 
any m atter in respect of w hich the Council is not 
com petent to legislate.

(5) W hen  a Bill has been passed by the State Council it
shall be presented to  . 'th e  P residen t fo r his 
signature and prom ulgation. T he P resident shall 
sign "the Bill w ithin one m onth  from the presenta­
tion of the Bill, unless he refers the  Bill to  the 
Suprem e Court fo r its decision under sub-section
(6)V

(6) T he P resident may, in his discretion, *ofer „ny
Biil presented to him  un d er sub-section (5) to 
th e  Suprem e Court for decision on the question 
w hether such Bill or any specified provision 
thereof is repugnant to  this Constitution.

(7) T he Suprem e Court, consisting of not less than
th ree  jadges, shall consider th e  question referred  
to it and, after such hearing  as it thinks fii, shall 
pronounce its decision on such question in open 
Court as soon as may be  and  in  any case not later 
th an  th irty  days after the da te  of such reference. 
T he decision of the m ajo rity  of thfi judges shall)' 
for th e  purpose of sub-section  (6), be the  decision 
of the  Court. .

(8) In  every case in which the Suprem e Court decides
th a t any provision of the Bill, the sub jec t of a 
reference to the Suprem e C ourt under sub-section
(6), is repugnant to this C onstitu tion , the  P resident 
shall re tu rn  the  Bill to  - th e  S tate Council for 
reconsideration and  shall decline to sign it unless 
the  necessary am end men ts' shall have been m ade 
there to . . , °

(9) In every other case, the  P residen t shall sign the  Bill
aud prom ulgate the  Act as soon as may be after 
the decision of the  Suprem e C ourt shall have 
been  pronounced.

(10) W hen  th e  President has signed a Bill p resen ted  io
him  under sub-secii.on (5) w h e th e r w ithout or after 
a reference to the Suprem e C ourt, the  validity  of 

.any provision of the Bill shall no t be called in 
question on the ground th a t it was beyond the 
com petence of the S tate Council.

( 1 1 ) T h e  signed text of every A ct shall be en ro lled  for
record  in the office of th e  R egistrar of the 
Suprem e Court ana  a copy of th e  same shall be
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i  ̂ )

enrolled fo r record  in th e  Office of the M inister
for the  Karen State. . .

(12) T he H ead of the  Karen State m ay,' from  tim e to 
time summon and prorogue the. S tate C o u n c il: 

Provided that there  shall be a session of the S tate 
Council once at least in evjry  year so that a period 
of twelve m onths shall not intervene betw een th e  
last sitting of the Council in one session and  its 

. first sitting in the next session.

G o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  K a r e n  S t a t e .

181. (1) A m em ber of the  Union Governm ent to  be known as 
the  M inister for the "Karen S tate shall be 
appointed by the President on the nom ination of 
fhe Prim e Ministet acting in consultation w ith 
the  Karen State Council from am cng th e  m em bers 
of the  Parliam ent representing the  Karen State. 
T he M inister so aopointed shall also be  the H ead  
of the K aren S tate for the parpose of th is  
Constitution.

(2) T h e  H ead  of the State shall be in  charge of the
adm inistration of the State.,; tha t is to  say , the  
executive authority  of the State shall be exercised  
by the H ead  of the State e ither d irectly  or 
through officers subordinate to him.

(3) W ithout prejudice to the. generality of the  p ro v i­
sions of sub-section (4), the said  executive 
authority  shall extend to all m atters relating to 
recruitm ent to m e State civil services, to  postings 

. and transfers and to disciplinary m atters relating
to these services.

(4) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the
executive authority  of the State ex tends to  the  
m atters w ith respect to which th e  S tate  Council 
has pow er to make laws, and in all such m atters 
the decision of the Council shall be binding cn  the  
H ead of the  State. 0

(5) T h e  H ead of the State shall consult0 the S tate
Council in all o ther m atters relating to  .the S tate.

(6) In  o rder to  facilitate the communication of the
decisions and  the views of the S ta te  Council to 
th e  H ead of the  S tate , the Council shall ut its first 
m eeting  after a general election elect from  am ong 
its m em bers or otherwise a  C abinet of S tate 
M inisters to  aid and advise the H ead  of the S tate 
in the exercise of his functions.

(7) T he H ead of the  State shall give or cause to  be
given an account of his work to the  S tate Council 
in each ordinary session, present or cause to  be 
presented to the  Council a report upon all m atters 
relating to  the  State, and recom m end for th e  
consideration  of the Council such m easures as he 
thinks fit for promoting the genera] welfare.
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(8) T h e  H ead o f the  S tate shall p repare  o r  cause to  be
prepared  the estim ates of the  receip ts and of the  
expenditure  of the  S tate fo r each financial year 
an d  shall presen t them  or cause them' to be 
presen ted  to the S*ate Council fo r consideration.

(9) Subject to any conditions th a t m ay be im posed
by the  Union in respect of. any con tribu tions 
from  the  Union, the  S tate Council shall hav£ 
pow er to approve the budget of th e  State ; and 
in  order to enable th e  P resident to  satisfy himself 
th a t  the  conditions have been duly observed-, 
such  budget shall be incorporated  in the Union 
budget.

(10) T h e  provisions of C hapter X of th is Constitution
sha'.l not apply to the K aren State.

(11) S ub jec t to  the  provisions of th is C onstitution all
m atte rs  relating  to  th e  C onstitution of the S tate 
including those rela ting  to the  pow ers and duties 
of the  H ead of the S tate, of the S tate C~nnci! and 
of the  C abinet of S tate M inisters and t h e i r . 
relations to each o th e r and to the U nion G overn­
m en t shall be determ ined  by law.

Provided  th a t until the  date of the dissolution of the  
Parliam ent constitu ted  fallow ing the  first general 
elections held  under section 233 of the C onstitu­
tion , th e  K aren State^Council shall be constituted 
w ith  all the m em bers of the  P arliam ent rep resen­
tin g  K arens."

5. Section 195 of th e  C onstitution shall be deletea.

6 . In  sub-section (5) of sectiun 209 of the  C onstitution, the  
expression “ Karens o r  ” shall be deleted.

%. In  the  Second Schedule to the  C o n s tn j+;on .—
(i) fo r  clause (e) the following, shall be substituted, nam ely

“ (e) fifteen seats shall be filled by rep resen ta tives from the  
K aren S tate  ; ”

and
(ii) in clause ( / ) ,  fo r  the w ords “ fifty-three sea ts ” the  w ords 

“ six ty-tw o se a ts” shall be substituted,

8 . In the Constitution, for th e  expression “ K arenni S ta te ” 
w herever it occurs, ;th e  expression “ Kay ah S tate ” shall be substituted.
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