
T H E  W O R K M E N ’S C O M PEN SA TIO N  (AM ENDM ENT) ACT, 1951. 

[A c t  No. L II o f  1951.]

I t is hereby enacted  as follows :—

1. ( i )  T h is Act may be called th e  W orkm en’s Compensation 
(Amendment) A ct, 1951. _

(?) I t  shah  come into force on such date as th e  President of the  
Union may, by notification, appoint in th a t behalf ; but the provisions 
of section 2 re la ting  to ow ners of, and persons 'engaged in plying for 
h ire  w ith, any vehicle or vessel the  use of w hicu is obtained from  the 
ow ner thereof under any contract o ther than a h ire  purchase agree­
m en t shall no t have eifect until such date w hich shall not be sooner 
than  one year Irom  th e  date of com m encem ent of this Act, as the 
P resident of tho  Union may, by notification, appoint in  that behalf.

1. In  sec tion  2 of the  W orkm en’s Com pensation Act, here in ­
after referred  to  as the said  A c t,—

(i) in clause (d) of sub-section (1)— .
(«) in item  (i) fo r  the  w ord “ wife ” t^ie word “ w idow  ” 

shah be substitu ted ; -> ■
(b) in item (ii) fo r  the  word “ h u sb a n d ” th e  word 

“ w idower ” shall be substituted and  after the w ords 
arid comma “ a m inor child of a deceased son,” the 
w ords and com m a “ am inoj; ch ild  of a deceased 
daughter W here no paren t of the  child is alive,” 
shall be inserted ; •

(ii) in clause (e) of s:ib-sectioh (l), after the  words “ while the
w orkm an is w orking for h im ” th e  following shall be
irserted :—

‘‘ and  also includes the  ow ner of any vehicle or vessel the 
use of w hich is obtained from th e  owner thereof for 
th e  purpose of plying for h ire w ith the said, vehicle or 
vessel under any contract o ther than  ? a hire purchase 
agreem ent i r  consideration of the paym ent of a fired  
sum  or a share  in  the  earnings or otherw ise ”

(iii) after  clause (/) of sub-section (1), the  following shall be
inserted as clause (ff), namely :— • “ =

“ (ff) 1 outw orker ’ m eans a persqn to  awhom articles or 
m aterials are given out to be m ade up, cleaned, 
washed, altered, ornam ented, finished, or repaired , or 
ad ap ted  for sale in his own hom e or on o ther 
prem ises not under the control o r m anagem ent of 
th e  person w ho gave ou t the  m aterials or articles

(iv) fo r  clause («) of sub-section (1 ), th e  following shall be
substituted, namely :—

“ («) 1 workm an ’ means any person who has entered into 
o r  works un d er a contract of service or apprenticeship 
w ith  an em ployer, w hether by way of ma.iual labour,
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( i  )

clerical work, or o therw ise, an d  w h e th e r th e  co n trac t 
is exprersed or im plied , is oral, or in w riting  ; and  also 
includes a person engaged in plying for h ire  w ith any 
vehicle or vessel th e  use of w hich is o b ta ined  from  the  
ow ner thereof u n d e ' any con trac t (o ther th?n a hire 
purchase agreem ent) in consideration of th e  paym ent 
of a fixed sum or a share in the  earnings or otherw ise, 
but does not include— .

ta) any person em ployed otherw ise th an  by way of 
m anual labour whose wages exceeds,four h u n d red  
rupees per m onth  ; or •>

(6) a person  em ployed in agriculture, th a t is to  say, the 
cultivation of crops o ther than  those grow n on any 
est ite  w hich is m aintained for th e  purpose of 
grow ing cinchona, rubber, coffee0 o r tea, and  on 
w hich  on any one day in the  p reced ing  tw elve 
m onths tw enty-five or m ore persons have been  s o , 
e m p lo y ed ; or . 0

(c) a person whose em ploym ent is of a casual na trne  and
w ho is em ployed otherw ise than  fo r th e  purposes 
of th e  em ployer’s trade or business, no t being  a 
person  em ployed for th e  purposes-of any  gam e or 
recreation  and  engaged o r paid  th rough  a club ; o r

(d) any person working in the capacity  of a m em ber of th e
naval, m ilitary or air forces of th e  U nion of B urm a ; 
or

(e) a m em ber of a police force ; o r
if)  an ou tw orker ; or
(g) a m em ber of th e  em ployer’s family dw elling in his 

house.
Explanation .— For th e  purposes of this sub-section  ‘ m em ber 

of a family ’ m eans wife> or husband , fa ther, m o ther, 
g randfather, grand-m other, s tep -fa th er, s tep  m o ther, 
son, daughter, grandson, t.jrand-dayghter, step-son, 
step-daughter, b ro ther, sister,0 h a lf-b ro ther, h a lf­
s is te r ,” ; '

(v) the  follow ing shall\be inserted as sub-section  (2), nam ely  :— 
“ (2) Any reference  to a workman w ho h as  been in jured

shall, w here  the  w orkm an is d«ad, inc lude  a re ference  
to  his dependant? or any of th em .” ;

(vi) the existing sub-section (2) shall be renum bered as sub ­
section (3) ; -

(vii) the  existing-sub-section" (5) shall be deleted.

S. In  section 3 of the  said A ct,—
(i) in the  proviso to sub-section (1), clause (a ) an d  ihe le tte r and

bracket (b) shall be deleted ;
(ii) in sub-section '.2) the  expression “ If a w orkm an em ployed

in any em ploym ent involving the  hand ling  of wool, hair, 
bristles, o r  animal carcasses or parts  of such carcasses, 
or in th e  loading, unloading or tran sp o rt of any 
m erchandise, or in any work in connection w ith  anim als 
infected  w ith  an thrax , contracts the  disease o f ' an th rax ,



( 3 )
o r ” shall be deleted, fo r  the  w ord “ if ” the w ord “ If ” 
shall be. substituted an d  a fte r  th e  words “ specified in ” ’ 
the  words “ L ist A' of ” shall be inserted ;

(iii) after  sub-section (2), the following shall be inserted as sub­
section (5), namely :—  .

(3) If a workman contracts any disease specified in  L ist B 
of Schedule I I I ,  and  it  is certified by a qualified 
medical practitioner th a t the disease is d irectly  due to 
the nature of any em ploym ent in w hich the workman 
was employed at any tim e w ithin the twelve m onths 
previous to the  date of disablem ent, the  contracting  of 
the disease shall be deem ed to be an in ju ry  by 
accident w ithin the  meaning 'o f  this section, and 
unless the em ployer proves the contrary , the accident 
shall be deem ed to  have arisen out of and  in the 
course of the em ploym ent aforesaid :

P rovided tha t the com pensation shall be recoverable from  
the  em ployer who last em ployed the w orkm an during 
the  said twelve m onths in the  employment to the 
nature of w tiich the disease was due.”

(iv) the  existing sub-section (J) s ta l l  de remembered as sub­
section (4) and in sub-section (4) as renum bered, after 
tu e  v o rd  “ specified in ” the  wordf->“ L ist A of ” shall 
be inserted ; _

(v) a fter  sub-section (4) as renumbered! and  am ended, the
following shall be inserted as sub-section (5), n a m e ly :—

1 (5) T h e  P resident, a fter giving, by notification, no t less 
than three m onths’ notice of h is intention to  do  so, 
may, by a like notification, ad d  any diseases to the 
occupational diseases specified in L ist B of Schedule 
I I I ,  and  the  provisions of sub-section (?) shall tnere- 
upon apply as if such diseases had  been declared  by 
th is  Act to be occupational diseases.” ; and

(vi) the  existing sub-sections (4) and (5) shall be renrm bered  
as sub-sections (6) and (7) respectively.

4 In sub-section (1) of section 4 of the said Act,—
(i) fo r  item  (i) of clause A, th e  following shall be substituted :—

(i) in the case of an adult, a sum equal to  36 tim es the 
w orkm an’s m onthly wages calculated in> accordance 
w ith this Act : 3

Provided that the  m inimum and the maximum paym ent in 
such a case shall be Rs. 2,160 and Rs. 7,200 
respectively, and  .

(ii) fo r  item  (i) of clause B, the  following shall be substituted :—
(i) in the case of an adult, a sum equal to 36 tim es 140 per 

cen t of th e  w orkm an’s m onthly wages calculated  in 
accordance w ith this A ct :

P rovided that the  minimum and the maximum paym ent in 
such a case shall be Rs. 3,024 and Rs. 10,080 
respectively , a n d ” ;



( 4 )

(iii) in clause D,—
(a) the  words “ a fte r th e  expiry  of a Waiting period of seven 

, days ” shall be deleted a n d  fo r  item (i) the  follow ing
shall be substituted :—

“ (i) in the case of an  adult-—of a sum  equivalent to  one- 
th ird  of th e  w orkm an’s m onth ly  wages c a lc u la te d  
in accordance 'w ith th is  A ct, and  ” ; and

(b) for  the period ( . )  a t the  end  of clause (b) of the  proviso,
a semi-colon an d  the w ord  “  ; and ” shall be substituted 
and  thereafter the  follow ing shall in insetted as clause
(c), namely :— „

“ (c) no com pensation shall be payable in  respect of the  
first four days of -the d isab lem ent if the  p e rio d  of 
the w orkm an’s d isab lem ent is ten days o r less. ”

5. In sub-section (1) of section 5 of the  said Act, fo r  th e  w ords 
“ F o r  th e  purposes of this Act th e  m onthly wages°of a w orker shall be ” 
th e  following sha ll be substituted :—

“ In th is Act and for the  purposes thereof, the  expression 
‘ m onthly wages ’ m eans th e  am ount of wages deem ed 
to  be payao.le fo r a m o n th ’s service (w lfether th e  wages 
a re  payable b y  th e  m onth  o r by w hatever o th e r period 
o r a t fJece rates), and •> ■ .

6 . In  sub-section (I) of section 10 of the  said Act, f or  the w ord 
'* s ix ” w herever it occurs the w ord  “ tw elve ” shall be substituted.

7. In section 11 ol-the said Act,-— ’ 0
(i) sub-section (1) shall be renumbered as sub-section (1) (a)

an d  the following shall be inserted as clause (b) of the  
sam e sub-section, nam ely <—

' ' ,{b) I f  the  Com m issioner considers* it necessary . fo r the 
settlem ent of any question  arising in 'any proceedings 
under this A ct, he m ay requ ire  a w orkm an.w ho has 
given notice of an accident,, to  subm it h im self for 
examination by  a m edical p rac titioner, and th e  cost of 
such medical exam ination, if any, shall be p ayab le  by 
th e  em p lo y e r: ” ; and = '  . .

(ii) in sub-section (5), fo r  the com m a ' , )  after the  w ords “ in
respect of the period  of su sp en sio n ” a period ( . )  shall 
be substituted and the expression “ and, if the  period  of 
suspension com m ences before  th e  expiry of the  w aiting 
period  referred  to  in clause D of sub-section (1 / of 
section 4, the  w aiting p e rio d  shall be increased  by . 
th e  period during w hich th e  suspension con tinues.” 
shall be deleted.

O ■
8. Tn Schedule I to th e  said A ct, fo r  the  figure “ 10 ” show n 

in the ‘ second column respectively against the  w ords “  Loss of 
one phalanx of thum b ” and “ Loss of in d ex  finger ” m en tio n ed  in  the  
first column, t!.ie figure “ IS ” shall be substituted  respectively.

9. Schedule II to the said  Act shall be delekd ,



10. For Schedule I I I  to  the  said Act, th e  following shall be 
substituted, n a m e ly :—

“ S C H E D U L E  III .

(See. section  3.)
L is t  o f  O c c u p a t io n a l  D is e a s e s .

L i s t  A .

( 5 )

O ccupational Disease.

Anthrax

L ead poisoning or its seqrelae

Mercury poisoning or its sequelae

Phosphorus poisoning or its sequelae ...

Arsenic po isor.ing 'o r u j  sequelae

Poisoning by benzene and its hom o- 
'oguec or the  sequelae of such 
poisoning.

Poisoning by n itro-and amio'o-deriva- 
tives of benzene and its hom ologues 
(trin itro to luene, anillin  and o thers) or 
the  sequelae.

Poisoni:..g by n itrou . fumes or its 
sequelae.

Dope poisoning (that is, poisoning by 
any substance used as or in conjunc­
tion with a solvent for acetate of 
cellulose) o r  its  sequelae.

Poisoning by  carbon bisulphide or its 
sequelae.

Pononing  by  nickel carbonyl o r its 
sequelae.

E pitheliom atous cancer or u lceration  of 
the skin due to tar, pitch, bitumen,- 
m ineral oil o r  paraffin, or any com­
pound, p ro d u c t o r residue of any of 
those substances.

U lceration of th e  corneal surface of the 
eye due to tar, p itch, bitijmen, m ineral 
oil, or paraffin, or any com pound, 
product o r  residue  of any of those 
substances.'

Employm ent.

H and ling  Df wool, hair, bristles, an im al 
carcasses o parts of such carcasses, c r  
the loading unloading or transport of ~ny 
m erchandise, or any w ork in  connection 
w ith anim als infected w ith anthrax .

Any process itiVolving the use of lead  o r its 
p reparations o r compound;..

Any process involving the use of m ercury 
or its p reparations or com pounds.

Any p roccis involving the use of phos­
phorus or its preparations o r compounds.

Any process in v e ./in g  the use of a rsenic  or 
its p repara tions or compounds.

. o .
H and ling  benzene or any of its  hom o­

logues ; and  any process in  th e  m anu­
facture, or involving the use of benzene 
or any  of iis homologues.

H andling any n itro -o r am ido-derivative of 
benzene or any  of its hom ologues, or 
any process in the m anufacture, or 
involving the use, thereof.

Any process in which n itrous fum es are 
involved. ,,

Any process involving the use of any 
substance used as or in cuiljm-'cti.on w ith 
a  solvent for acefate of cel’ajose.

Any process involving the use  of carbon 
b isulphide 03 its preparations o r com ­
pounds. * a

Any process in  vviiicii nickel carbonyl gas 
is in v o lv e d .  .

0
H andling  or use of tar, pitch, bitum en, 

m ineral oil o r  paraffin or any com pound, 
product o r residue of any  01 those 
substances.

H andling  or use of tar, pitch, bitum en, 
m ineral oil or paraffin o r any com pound, 
p roduct o r residue of any of  those  sub- 7 
stances.



( 6 )

Occupational D isease' Em ploym ent.

Chrome u lceration  or Us seauelce ... Any process involving th e  use of C hrom ic 
acid o r b ichrom ate  of am m om im n, 
potassium , or sodinm , o r th e ir p rep ara ­
tions.

Com pressed a ir illness o r its seqm lse ... Any process carried  on in com pressed a ir.

Cataract in glass w orkers . ..  ... Any process in the m anufa c tjre  of glass 
involving exposure tc  th e  g la re  of m olten 
glass.

.C ataract caused by exposur to rays from 
m olten or red-hot m etal.

Any process norm ally  involving exposm-e 
to rays frora m olten or red-ho t m etal in  
the  m anufacture of iro n  o r  steel, includ­
in g  reh ea tin g  and  ro lling  iron  or steel.

Subcutaneous cellulitis of th e  hanu (beat 
hand). ,

M in’ng.

Subcutaneous cellulitis, or acute bursitis 
over the elbow (beat elbow ).

M ining.

Inflam m ation of the  sino’ ial lining of the 
w rist jo in t and tendon sheaths.

M ining.

G la.iders ... . . .  ... C are of a n y  eq  jine a r im a l suffering 
from  glanders, han d lin g  th e  carcase  of 
such an im al. .

T elegraphist’s cram p ._  ... Use of te leg rap h ic  in stru m en ts .

Li:l B.

D erm atitis p roduced  by dust or liqaids.
U lceration of the  skin p roduced  by dust.-or liquids.
U lceration of the  mucous m em brane of the  nose or m outh 

p roduced  by dust.
W rite r’s cram p.
T w ister’s cram p caused by tw isting  of co tton  o r woollen 

(including worsted) yarns.
Inflam m ation, ulceration m alignant d ’sease of th e  skin and 

subcutaneous tissues, due to  exposure to X -Rays or 
rad io -active substances.”

11. Schedule iV  to tne  said Act shall be deleted.
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