
T H E  LOCAL AUTHORITIES (SUSPENSION) ACT, 1946.

[ B u r m a  A ct  N o . I l l  o f  1946.]

■ W h e r e a s  in the present circumstances it is impracticable to hold 
elections for the constitution o f local authorities in British Burma, and 
as a consequence thereof it is expedient to suspend such authorises 
and to make provision fcr carrying on their functions until such time 
as elections can b e held ;

An,> w h e r e a s  b y  Proclamation, dated the tenth day o f December, 
>942, tue Governor of Burma has assumed to himself all powers 
vested by or uncier the Government cf Burma Act1, 1935, in the 26 c 
Legislature or in either Chamber thereof; c

N ow t h e r e f o r e , in exercise of the 3aid powers, it is hereby 
enacted by the Governor of Burma as follows :—

1. (1) Tliis Act may be called +he Local Authorities (Suspension)
. Act, 1946. '  .. '  •

Short title commence- ^ )  it  shall com e into force on such
ment and drration. , , ,.

date as the G overnor may, b y  notification,
appoint, and shall remain in force until the Governor shall, by
notification, declare it to be no longer in force. -

2. In this Act—  -
Definitions («) “  local authority ”  means a municipal

' committee, town committee, district council, 
circle board, school board or hospital committee 
constituted under the provisions of the Municipal Act 
or the Rural Self-Government Act and includes any 
other committee or person or body of persons notified 
by the Governor in this behalf ; •

(b) “ prescribed”  means prescribed by rules made under 
this Act.

3. i l)  Notwithstanding anything contained in the Municipal Act 
. or the Rural Self-Government Act, or in any

SuSpe"athoriHes. other law Tor the time beinK in force, the
Governor may, by notification, assume to himself 

all the rights, privileges, duties, powers and functions vested in or 
exercisable by any local authority under y law relating thereto.

(2, On the issne of such notific?aon the following consequences 
shall ensue, name,,- ;—

(a) all rights, privileges, duties, powers and functions previously 
. vested in o f exe’-jisable by .uch local authority shall

cease and termir ate ; .
(b) all members of such local authority shall be deemed to

have vacated tl eir offices as such ; and
(c) all properties, whether movable or immovable, previously

vested in any su;h local authority shall become vested in 
the Crown.
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4. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Municipal A ci u.
. . . ‘ the Rura1 Self-Government Act or in any ~>ther

Appointment _ o j w  £ the time being in force, the Governor 
persons to administer , , .  _ , .  & . .. ' . .
local authorises. may, by notification, invest such person or

persons as he thinks fit with all or any o f the 
rights, privileges, duties, powers and functions which were previously 
ve^ed in or exercisable by any local authority.

. 5. A notification under sub-section (1) o f section 3 or section 4 
Notifications may may be issued with reference to each local 

refer to all or any authority separately or with reference to a 1 local 
number of local ..authorities or anv number of them, 
authorities. . • • •

6. Upon an appointment being made under the provisions of 
_ . section 4 the Governor may, by the same or a

Vesting of property iii subsequent notification, direct that such of the 
persons appointed. properties as have become vested in the Crown

under the provisions of clause (c) nf sub-section (2) o f section 3 as may 
be specified in .the notification shall, subject to sach conditions, if any, 
as the Governor may deem fit to impose) vest in the person or persons 
appointed under section 4, and shall, together with all other property 
which may hereafter become similarly vested in such person or 
persons, be held in truet and administered by such person or persons 
for the same purposes as those for which such properties would, have 
been utilized ha.d this Act not been passed:

Provided that nothing in this Act shall affect the operation o f the 
Burma Local Authorities (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1945, or shall be 
111,1945. deemed to transfer any of the funds vested in the person or persons 

appointed under that Act to Lhc person or persons appointed under 
section 4, unless otherwise directed by order of the Governor.

7. The person or persons appoint* d under section 4 shall exercise
. and discharge the duties, powers and functions,

Mode of exercise of jm p0 s ecl upon or vested in him or them, 
appointed ?  P under subject to such conditions and restrictions as 
section 4. may be prescribed, and if mere than one such

person is appointed, in exercising and discharging 
such duties, powers and functions, th. y may act jointly or severally.

8. Subject to the control of the Governor, the person or persons
. appoii > d  under section 4 shall have authority to

Power to appoint appoint s^ch officers and servants as may be 
^mcers 3nu scrvsms.' •.« < j-considered . ecessary for tin elective discharge

of the duties, powerc and functions 'm posed upon or vested in such
person or persons, and, subject to the provisions of this Act, the
provisions of the Municipal Act or th ' Rural Self-Government Act,
and the rules made thereunder, whic hever of these Acts may be
relevant, shall apply to any officer or servant so appointed.

. 9. Notwithstanding anything contr.ined in the Municipal Act or 
' the Rural Self-Gc/ernm ert Act, the person or 

Power to regulate persons appointed . under section 4 may, subject
proce ur . to the control of the Governor, adopt such

pic:edure as may be deemed practicab e for the due exercise and 
dijihatge of the duties, powers and fun ,tions imposed upon or' vested 
?n ouch person or persons.
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?0. No suit v r other legal proceeding shall lie against any person 
in respect of anything which is; in good frith 

ar to legal proceed- c]one or intended to be done under the provisions 
g o f  this Act.

11. Nothing in this Act shall be construed as an acceptance by 
Saving Government of any liability on behalf o f  or
.... : towards any local authority ; but nothing in this

Act shall prevent any person from establishing in a Court of law any 
righ* which he claims against a local authority.

.’ 2. (1) The Governor may irake rules for carrying out the 
Power of Goverror objects c f this Act, 1

to make rules.

(2) In particular, and w ithojt prejudice to the generality o f the 
foregoing power, the Governor m "y make rul-s prescribing—■

(a) the manner in .vhicb and the conditions subject to which 
any assets, property or funds vested in the person or 
person:; appointed under section 4 shall be utilized ;

XIVthe conditions, if any, subject to wtrich any funds vested in 
the person or persons appointed under the Loc?l Burma 
Authorities\Miscellaneous Provisional Act, 1945, shall be HI, 1945 
transferred t^ th e  person or personsNpppointed under 
section 4 ;

(c) the manner in which and the conditions subject to which 
the person or persons appointed under section 4 shall 
have, exercise and discharge the rights, privileges, duties, 
powers and functions vested in him or them,

d) the manner in which accounts shall be kept and periodical 
statements of receipts and disbursements submitted. to 
the Governor ; .

(e) the manner in which any such accounts shall be examined 
and audited ; an 1

( / )  the conditions subject to which officers and servants may 
be appointed by the person or persons appointed under 
section 4.

/ < » . ’
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