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Please read “dis-
placed persons-DPs” in-
stead of “Internally dis-
placed persons-IDPs,” 
in the news story “Union 
Minister Dr. Win Myat 
Aye meets IDPs in Bang-
ladesh” and in its caption 
on page-2 of April 12 Issue 
of the Global New Light of 
Myanmar.— GNLM

By Thura Zaw

Dr. Win Myat Aye, Union Min-
ister for Social Welfare, Relief 
and Resettlement, spoke about 
the repatriation of displaced 
persons (DPs) with Bangla-
deshi Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs Abul Hassan Mahmood 
Ali, MP and Minister for Home 
Affairs Asaduzzaman Khan MP 
at the National Guest House in 
Dhaka on 12 April.

At the meeting, the Union 
Minister explained that Myan-
mar was ready for the repatri-
ation process, and he had met 
with DPs in Cox’s Bazar, who 
mentioned they were yet to 
receive the forms for the re-
patriation process. He told the 
Bangladesh ministers that the 
forms received by Myanmar 
for 8,032 individuals were not 
the physically arranged ones 
agreed upon by both coun-
tries. The DPs did not produce 
signed documents stating they 
were returning of their own 
free will, nor fingerprints and 
individual photographs in the 
documents sent to Myanmar, 
he stated.

The Union Minister said 
it was difficult for Myanmar 
to check and verify data ow-
ing to the lack of informa-
tion. He said Myanmar had 
informed Bangladesh about 
these problems thrice, and so 
far, the Myanmar authorities 
have confirmed 675 individuals 
as having lived in the country 
before. He said the list had 
been sent to the Bangladesh 
authorities, but they have not 
responded yet.

The Union Minister said 
both countries have to work 
together for the repatriation 
of DPs settled in the border 
areas. As the handling of the 
border areas can cause misun-
derstandings, it is important 
for the relevant departments 
in both countries to discuss 
these issues transparently, 
he noted. He said Myanmar 
was working with the United 
Nations Development Pro-
gramme and the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for 
Refugees for the development 
and resettlement projects in 
Rakhine State.

Later, Prof. Dr. Aung Tun 
Thet, Chief Coordinator of 
the Union Enterprise for Hu-
manitarian Assistance, Re-
settlement and Development 
in Rakhine State (UERHD), 

Dr. Win Myat Aye meets Bangladesh ministers
explained in detail the repa-
triation process, development 
projects and the prospects for 
Rakhine State.

The Bangladesh Foreign 
Minister said they would send 
information about the DPs 
using the forms agreed upon 
by both countries as soon as 
possible. 

The Bangladesh authori-
ties will collaborate with My-
anmar to handle the sensitive 
border area issues, he stated.

Union Minister Dr. Win 
Myat Aye and Minister Abul 
Hassan Mahmood Ali, MP then 
met the press and answered 
all the questions posed by the 
media.

Present at the meeting 
were UEHRD Chief Coordina-
tor Prof. Dr. Aung Tun Thet, 
Myanmar Ambassador U Lwin 
Oo, Chairperson of Myanmar 
Women’s Affair Federation Dr. 
Thet Thet Zin, Director-Gen-
eral of Department of Disas-
ters Management Dr. Ko Ko 
Naing, and Director-General 
of International Organizations 
and Economic Department U 
Kyaw Moe Tun.

Later, the Union Minister 
visited the Myanmar Embassy 
in Dhaka and met responsible 
officials of the UN agencies and 
discussed the implementation 
of advice given by the Rakhine 
Advisory Commission on the 
development in Rakhine, My-
anmar’s readiness for repatria-
tion, humanitarian aid provided 
in Rakhine State, the develop-
ment efforts facilitated by the 
UEHRD, the construction of 
residential buildings, opening 
of vocational training classes, 
easy access to education and 
healthcare, and the planned 
closing of DP camps opened 
since 2012.

The Union Minister and 
the delegation had lunch at the 
Myanmar Embassy in Dhaka  

Correction

Union Minister Dr. Win Myat Aye (2nd from left), UEHRD Chief Coordinator Prof. Dr. Aung Tun Thet (Right) and  
Bangladeshi Minister for Foreign Affairs Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali, MP (2nd from Right) are 
seen at the National Guest House in Dhaka.   PHOTO: MNA

Union Minister Dr. Win Myat Aye and UEHRD Chief Coordinator Dr. Aung Tun Thet are seen together with 
personnel from UN agencies at  Myanmar Embassy in Dhaka, Bangladesh.   PHOTO: MNA

Dr. Win Myat Aye and Bangladeshi Foreign Minister Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali give the press conference  at 
the National Guest House in Dhaka, Bangladesh.   PHOTO: MNA
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Displaced persons 
return to Taung Pyo 
Letwe reception centre
FROM PAGE-1

Authorities, including 
Maungtaw District Deputy Ad-
ministrator U Ye Htoo, Maungtaw 
Township Administrator U My-
int Khaing, Border Guard Police 
Colonel Oakkar Ko, Director of 
the Maungdaw District Immi-
gration and National Registration 
and Citizenship Department U 
Ko Ko Thaw and Deputy Director 
U Aung Win Oo assisted in the 

repatriation process. 
Arrangements were made 

to provide accommodation to the 
returnees at the houses of their 
relatives in Maungtaw.

Authorities also enquired 
about the obstacles and the real 
situation of the displaced persons 
when they fled.The authorities 
will collect further information 
to aid them in the repatriation 
process.—Aung Kyaw Oo      

Union Minister for Information 
Dr. Pe Myint attended the Nay 
Pyi Taw Splash Walk on the third 
day of the traditional Thingyan 
Festival (a-kyat-nei) yesterday. 
The event was held at Mingalar 
Shan-Kan, Yan Aung (2) Ward, 
Pyinmana Township in Nay Pyi 
Taw. 

The Nay Pyi Taw Splash 
Walk began at 6 a.m. and was 
crowded with revellers at the 
central pandal, entertainment 
stages and mini pandals. The 
areas were busy with donors and 
revellers at food donation stalls 
(called satuditha) in Pyinmanna 
Township. —Soe Moe (IPRD)      

Union Minister Dr. Pe Myint 
participates in Nay Pyi Taw 
Splash Walk

First ever riverside Thingyan festival 
along Chindwin River in Monywa
An opening ceremony for Thing-
yan water throwing pandals, 
was held on the bank of Chind-
win River in Monywa, Sagaing 
Region on 13 April (Thingyan 

Akyo Nei), with an address by 
Regional Chief Minister Dr. My-
int Naing. The Chindwin water 
festival, organized by Sagaing 
Regional Government on a 

grand scale was opened by the 
chief minister of Sagaing Re-
gion, regional cabinet ministers 
and the commander of North-
west Command.—MDN      

Immigration officers meeting the returnees to issue National Verification cards to them.  PHOTO: TIN SOE The members of a family which returned to Myanmar show their 
National Verification cards.  PHOTO: TIN SOE

The returnees receive medical check-ups at the Taung Pyo Letwe Reception Centre.  PHOTO: TIN SOE

Union Minister for Information Dr. Pe Myint joins the Nay Pyi Taw 
Splash Walk during the Thingyan Festival yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

Performers entertain the audience with dance at the riverside Thingyan festival.  PHOTO: MNA
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