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NATIONAL
Myanma Railways to 
stop operating some 
RBE train services 
during water festival
PAGE-4

BUSINESS
Yangon Region gov’t 
leads trade facilitation 
through inland 
transport development
PAGE-5

NATIONAL
MRTV, winners of Peace 
Music Festival, to perform 
at National Landmarks 
Garden on 8 April
PAGE-2

Preparations for hosting 19th 
ASEAN University Games

VP U Henry Van Thio stresses need to 
cooperate with gov’t, traders in farming sector

A dinner to mark the taking of 
office by President U Win Myint 
will be held at the Presidential 
Palace in Nay Pyi Taw at 6:30pm 
on 6th April.

The dinner in honour of 
President U Win Myint will be 
broadcast live at MRTV, MITV, 
MNTV, Skynet Up to Date, MoI 
Webportal’s Facebook page, 
MRTV’s Facebook page and 
Myanmar Digital News’ Face-
book page starting at 6pm. 
—Myanmar News Agency

Dinner to mark 
President  
U Win Myint’s 
taking office to 
be broadcast 
live today

UN’s Deputy 
Emergency Relief 
Coordinator 
visits Maungtaw 

Rakhine donations prove 
our collective strength
STATE Counsellor Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi expressed her be-
lief yesterday that the artistes 
of Myanmar who continue to 
donate to help develop Rakhine 
State are supporting the Union 

government not only monetarily 
but also spiritually.

The State Counsellor made 
this remark in her speech at 
a ceremony to accept a cash 
donation from a foundation 

founded by artistes.
“The main power of the 

artistes is that they can influ-
ence the heart of the people,” 
she said at the ceremony held 
at the National Reconciliation 

and Peace Centre in Nay Pyi 
Taw. “The contribution of the 
artistes to the country can also 
motivate and make the people 
interested .”

SEE PAGE-3

NATIONAL NATIONAL

INSIDE TODAY

P-3 P-2

Assistant Secretary-General 
for Humanitarian Affairs and 
Deputy Emergency Relief Co-
ordinator of the United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs (OCHA) Ms. 
Ursula Mueller and party visited 
Kainggyi Village in Maungtaw 
Township and met with Mro and 
Rakhine ethnic people yesterday.

The UN’s Deputy Emer-
gency Relief Coordinator asked 
about matters relating to the vil-
lagers’ experiences during the 
terrorist attack, the current situ-
ation, and needs of the villagers.

SEE PAGE-13

Union Minister Dr. Win Myat Aye, left, accepts a donation of Ks65 million presented by film director Maung Myo Min, right,  in the presence of 
State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, centre, at the National Reconciliation and Peace Centre in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA
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That is why in 
the coming year 
1380, our Union 
Government has 
decided to keep 
in high regard 
the need for 
“collective strength” 
to overcome our 
country’s challenges.

(Excerpt from the 
speech by State 

Counsellor Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi on the 2nd 

Anniversary of NLD 
Government  

on 1st April 2018)

Today at this time, we are witnessing the transformation of an era and 
a system in accordance with democratic principles. This is just the 
beginning of the democratic transition. To make this transition process 
smooth and successful, it is very important for our peoples, government 

employees and civil servants to change their dogmatic mindset and habits. 
Those government institutions which are lagging behind in the transformation 
process will need to be put under tight management controls. The country’s 
weak judiciary system would need to be strengthened. More efforts need to 
be exerted to stamp out corruption. More efforts need to be exerted to prevent 
human rights violations. More efforts need to be exerted to crack down illegal 
drug trade. We need to manage public funds properly so that there is no wastage. 
Measures need to be taken to return confiscated farmland to farmers and to give 
compensation to farmers for losses they have suffered in accordance with the 
law. We also need to improve the socio-economic life of farmers, improve the 
lives of workers and ensure that students gain access to higher education.

(Excerpt from the speech by President U Win Myint at the ceremony to take oath of office at 
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw on 30th March 2018)

THE Steering  Committee in 
charge of hosting the 19th ASE-
AN University Games (AUG) 
held its first coordination meet-
ing in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

At the meeting, Vice Presi-
dent U Myint Swe, patron of the 
Steering Committee, urged the 
committees and sub-commit-
tees to make preparations for 
teams to be able to participate 
in and win all the games. 

During the meeting, some 
15 work committees and 17 
sub-committees were formed.

The 19th AUG will be host-
ed in December this year and 
will see participants competing 
across 16 disciplines. 

More than 3,100 athletes 
from 11 countries will partici-
pate in the games.

The AUG has been held 
every two years since 1981. My-
anmar participated in the 15th, 
16th, 17th and 18th games.

The objective of the ASEAN 
University Games is to strength-
en friendship among ASEAN 
nations through sports, and 
exchange experiences and cul-
ture among students studying 

Preparations on to host 19th ASEAN University Games

in ASEAN universities. 
“As a country’s image de-

pends on its sporting ability, it 
is necessary to ensure fair play 
in the games,” said Vice Presi-
dent U Myint Swe in his opening 
address. 

The Steering Committee, 
which was formed with 20 mem-
bers on 8 February 2018, adopted 
six tasks, including providing 
the guidelines for the successful 

hosting of the 19th ASEAN Uni-
versity Games and coordinating 
with the ministries concerned 
to get the buildings and sports 
grounds ready for the games.

The Steering Committee is 
also obliged to give guidelines 
on seeking help from foreign 
countries, non-governmental 
organisations and internation-
al non-governmental organ-
isations, if necessary, and for 

holding the opening and closing 
ceremonies on a grand scale, 
in accordance with Myanmar 
traditional culture.

The participants at the 
meeting reported on the prepa-
rations for hosting the 19th ASE-
AN University Games, the se-
lection of mascots, the motto, 
types of games and the intensive 
training being provided to the 
athletes.

The meeting was attended 
by Union Minister for Education 
Dr. Myo Thein Gyi, Chairman of 
the Steering Committee; Union 
Minister for Health and Sports 
Dr. Myint Htwe, Vice Chairman 
of the Steering Committee;  
Deputy Minister for Education  
U Win Maw Tun; and other  
members of the Steering  
Committee.—Myanmar News 
Agency 

FROM PAGE-1
The donation of Ks65 mil-

lion by the Hnin Si Yin Khwin 
Foundation proves that the peo-
ple are working with “collective 
strength” for development, sta-
bility and peace of the country, 
she said.

“We believe that this dona-
tion is not just for Rakhine State, 

but also for the stability of the 
country”, she added.

The State Counsellor high-
lighted the importance of national 
reconciliation for the peace and 
stability of the country, saying 
that diverse opinions bring people 
closer.

Opinions are not the same in 
people, and people have the abili-

ty to negotiate diverse opinions to 
build up a unity among them, she 
said, requesting that the artistes 
spread the thinking of negotiation 
and rationalization to the people.

There might be more than 
one answer to a problem, and 
we should choose the best one 
based on the situation and our 
ability, she added.

She continued to say that the 
way to the goal can be changed, 
stressing the need to be prepared 
to use alternate solutions to reach 
a goal. She urged the artistes to 
spread that mindset to the peo-
ple.

“Arts support our peace and 
national reconciliation process, 
and our peace and national rec-

onciliation process supports the 
arts,” she said.

At the ceremony, Director 
Maung Myo Min handed over K65 
million to Union Minister Dr. Win 
Myat Aye, Vice Chairman of the 
Union Enterprise for Humanitar-
ian Assistance, Resettlement and 
Development in Rakhine State.—
Myanmar News Agency 

Rakhine donations prove our collective strength

Vice President U Myint Swe addresses the first meeting for holding the 19th ASEAN University Games (AUG) in Nay Pyi Taw.  PHOTO: MNA
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You can’t carelessly fill out 
the returnee’s forms. It has to 
include a family photograph, 
fingerprints and such. But 
these were not included in 
the papers they sent back 
to us. I can’t tell if they didn’t 
understand our instructions, 
or if they didn’t know how to 
fill out the forms.

Prof. Dr. Aung Tun Thet

The buildings are ready, the 
medical facilities are ready, 
and we are ready to accept the 
returnees.
Whether they return or 
not, we are discussing with 
international organizations 
on what to do and how to 
coordinate for them to return. 

Prof. Dr. Aung Tun Thet

Rakhine repatriation

The Union Enterprise for Humanitari-
an Assistance, Resettlement and Develop-
ment in Rakhine (UEHRD) is implement-
ing strategies to reconstruct and develop 
Rakhine State.

The following is an interview with 
UEHRD Chief Coordinator Prof. Dr. Aung 
Tun Thet on the present status of the im-
plementation progress and the repatriation 
progress of returnees into Rakhine State.

(Interview continued from 5 April 
2018)
By Thi Thi Min, Min Thit (MNA)

Q: International media agencies 
report that the Muslim residents in 
Maungtaw fled because of low food sup-
ply and fear for their security. How do 
you respond to that?

A: Everyone has their own anxieties 
and worries. My response is that we pro-
vide humanitarian aid from our side. The 
International Committee of the Red Cross 
is providing aid and the security forces are 
not stationed in that area. We have done 
what we can; if they don’t feel safe then 
there isn’t anything we can do.

Q: What are some difficulties for 
UEHRD in developing Maungtaw?

A: I don’t like to think of them as diffi-
culties. That way of thinking can destroy a 
person’s motivations. They are challenges 
with opportunities. For example, we want 
to start building residences for the return-
ees, but we have no labour force. So we can 
transport workers from Yangon, Sittway, or 
other regions.

We also need more media coverage. 
We need our own people and the inter-
national community to know what we’re 
doing. Our people have a habit of doing 
the best we can, but neglecting to inform 
other people of it. But now we need to tell 
everyone what we’re doing so they can 
understand the current situation. We need 
to clearly define the worries of the Rakhine 
people too, and to that end the UEHRD has 
a domestic communications and relations 
team and an international one. We need 
to respond to the international media’s 
comments, we cannot just ignore them. We 
need to rationalize ourselves so that hate 
speech is not spread and conflicts are not 
instigated.

I’m personally delighted that civilian 
organisations like the Myanmar Engineers 
Society and the Myanmar Medical Associ-
ation are helping with the various works in 
Rakhine. They do not view the situation as 
not concerning them. It’s also encouraging 
seeing the youth of the country helping out in 
humanitarian projects.

The UEHRD cooperates with the Union 
government, State Government, and the 
Implementation Committee headed by Union 
Minister Dr. Win Myat Aye. The Rakhine 
State Government has a five-year socio-eco-
nomic development plan with six prioritized 
goals and the UEHRD has 10 goals. There’s 
not much difference between our goals, but 
they did not include communications as a 
goal.

We collect donations using information 
technology. Our dream is that the 51 million 
people in the country will be able to each 
donate Ks1,000 a month. The combined 
money will be enormous for the development 
of Rakhine State.

Something else to consider is how the 
UEHRD can use the experience gathered 
in Rakhine State to do similar development 
projects in Mon, Kayin and Kayah states and 
Taninthayi Region. There also needs to be 
an understanding between the government 
sector and private sector. The government 
sector is strict and operates on a framework, 
while the private sector is quick to take ac-
tion. If we go too fast, then we may go astray, 
and if we focus too much on regulations, we 
may not reach the deadline. So it’s a delicate 
balancing act.

Q: Is there anything else you would 
like to tell us concerning Rakhine State?

A: I wish for the public to be aware of the 
pressure from the international community. 
Some may consider what’s happening in 
Rakhine as inconsequential to them, but if 
they’re not informed then they will not be 
able to realize the true situation in their own 
country.

I want our people to remember the 
‘middle way thinking’ mindset we have when 
dealing with things like these. Do not gravi-
tate to any extreme points of view, and keep a 
rational and compassionate perspective.

It is also our duty to clarify to the coun-
tries that are misunderstanding the situa-
tion. I wish for the whole country to view the 
Rakhine situation as relating to them. Even 
if you cannot make it better, you have the 
power to keep it from getting worse.      

We have been ready 
for repatriation

Humanitarian aids provided by voluntary youths in Buthidaung, 
Rakhine State, on 14 November 2017.  PHOTO: MNA

Authorities inspect houses to be used for repatriation of returnees in 
Taung Pyo Letwe, Maungtaw, Rakhine State.  PHOTO: HTAY AUNG

UEHRD Chief Coordinator Prof. Dr. Aung Tun Thet talks during an 
interview with Myanmar News Agency.  PHOTO: YE HTUT
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THE value of foreign di-
rect investment signifi-
cantly surged in Myan-
mar’s real estate industry 
in the fiscal year 2017-
2018, a member the Di-
rectorate of Investment 
and Company Adminis-
tration (DICA) said.

The total value of 
foreign direct investment 
(FDI) in Myanmar in the 
financial year of 2017-2018 
climbed to US$ 6.1 billion 
which surpassed the esti-
mated value of $ 6 billion.

“The FDI has in-
creased significantly in 
the real estate industry. 
It also increased in in-
dustrial areas and other 
service driven areas. But, 

the value of the FDI has 
decreased in the trans-
portation and communi-
cations areas,” said Dr 
Wunna Aung, Director of 
the DICA.

He added that sub-
stantial opportunities still 
exist for investors to put 
money into industrial, 
real estate and IT areas. 
Singapore is the top for-
eign investor while China 
and The Netherlands fol-
low in second and third 
place respectively.

Meanwhile, domes-
tic investment has also 
increased more than 50 
per cent to Ks.3928.1 bil-
lion from 119 enterpris-
es compared to the last 

fiscal year of 2016-2017. 
The domestic investment 
has increased in all areas 
apart from the agricul-
tural sector, according to 
DICA.

In the fiscal year 
2017-2018 the FDI creat-
ed 950,000 jobs for locals 
while domestic invest-
ment generated more 
than 22,000 jobs. So in-
creasing FDI’s financial 
influx year after year is 
critical to the country he 
added.

But the department 
has estimated the value 
of FDI investments to 
reach $ 6 billion by 2020. 
—Myanmar Digi ta l  
News  

FDI revenue streams swell 
in real estate sector

UNION Minister for Elec-
tricity and Energy U Win 
Khaing met with officials 
from PTT Exploration and 
Production Public Compa-
ny Limited at the PTTEP 
Headquarters in Bangkok 
yesterday.

The Union Minister 
will attend the 2nd Asian 
and Pacific Energy Fo-
rum. 

At the PTTEP Head-
quarters, officials ex-

plained their company oil 
and gas exploration pro-
cess to the Union Minister 
and party.

The PTTEP officials 
then explained the Sub 
Surface Data Manage-
ment System before the 
Union Minister discussed 
back Myanma Oil and Gas 
Enterprise’s Data Man-
agement System upgrad-
ing plan.

Also, the Union Min-

ister and party visited 
PTTEP Core Research 
Centre where officials 
explained the processes 
of Core Research Centre. 

The Union Minis-
ter then discussed the 
matter to upgrade Core 
Laboratory of Myanma 
Oil and Gas Enterprise 
and viewed the inside of 
Core Research Centre. 
—Myanmar News Agen-
cy 

SENIOR General Min 
Aung Hlaing, Command-
er-in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices, received Australian 
Ambassador to Myanmar 
Nicholas Coppel at Bayint 
Naung Guesthouse in Nay 
Pyi Taw yesterday morn-
ing. During the meeting, 
they discussed matters re-
lated to bilateral coopera-
tion in defence services be-
tween the armed forces of 
the two countries, and ef-
forts to build the Standard 

Army, efforts made by the 
government and the Tat-
madaw to achieve eternal 
peace, the implementation 
of the peace process with 
assistance from Australia, 
and the situation in Buth-
idaung and Maungtaw in 
Rakhine State.

The Senior General 
and the Australian Ambas-
sador exchanged views on 
the development process 
in Myanmar with the assis-
tance of Australia.—MNA  

Senior General 
Min Aung Hlaing 
receives Australian 
Ambassador 

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing holds talks with Australian Ambassador Nicholas Coppel in Nay Pyi Taw.  PHOTO: MNA

Union Minister U Win Khaing 
meets with PTTEP’s officials
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Trade Mark: 
09-251022355

HOTLINE  
09-974424114

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
M.V THANLWIN STAR VOY. NO. ( 028 N/S )

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V THANLWIN 
STAR VOY. NO. ( 028 N/S ) are hereby notified that 
the vessel will be arriving on 6-4-2018 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of M.I.P where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S CONTINENTAL 
SHIPPING LINE PTE LTD

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
M.V EVER ABLE VOY. NO. ( 0235-479 )

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V EVER ABLE 
VOY. NO. ( 0235-479 ) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 6-4-2018 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of H.P.T where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S EVERGREEN SHIPPING 
LINE

Phone No: 2301185

TRADEMARK CAUTION 

Republic Biscuit Corpora-
tion, a company incorporated 
in Philippines and having its 
registered office at No.57 Gen. 
Luis St., Novaliches, Quezon 
City is the owner and 
proprietor of the following 
Trademarks: 

 
 
 

Reg. No. 4/2636/2018 
(22.3.2018) 

 
 
 
 

 
Reg. No. 4/2632/2018 

(22.3.2018) 
All in respect of “Biscuits; 
pastries and confectionery” 
and all included in 
International Class 30. 

 
 
 
 

Reg. No. 4/2637/2018 
(22.3.2018) 

In respect of “Doughnuts; 
bread; pastries and 
confectionery” and all included 
in International Class 30. 

 
 
 

Reg. No. 4/2638/2018 
(22.3.2018) 

In respect of “Cakes; pastries 
and confectionery” and all 
included in International 
Class 30. 

 
 
 
 

Reg. No. 4/2634/2018 
(22.3.2018) 

In respect of “Biscuits; 
chocolates; wafer biscuits; 
pastries and confectionery” 
and all included in 
International Class 30. 

 
 
 

Reg. No. 4/2633/2018 
(22.3.2018) 

In respect of “All forms of ice 
cream; frozen desserts” and all 
included in International 
Class 30. 

 
 
 
 

Reg. No. 4/2635/2018 
(22.3.2018) 

In respect of “Cooked peanuts; 
broad beans; processed peas; 
processed sweet corn” and all 
included in International 
Class 29 and “Corn-based 
snack food; puffed corn 
snacks” and all included in 
International Class 30. 
Fraudulent or unauthorised 
use or actual or colourable 
imitation of the Marks shall be 
dealt with according to law.  
 

Daw Khin Myo Myo Aye, H.G.P 
For Republic Biscuit 

Corporation, 
C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd., 

 Level 8A, UFC Tower,  
                         Botahtaung Tsp, 

Yangon, Myanmar.  
kmma@kcyangon.com 

Dated 6th April 2018                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MYANMAR Women’s 
Affairs Federation held 
an annual meeting at its 
headquarters in Nay Pyi 
Taw yesterday. Speaking 
at the meeting, Chairper-
son of the MWAF Dr. Daw 
Thet Thet Zin urged the 
members to effectively 
carry out the tasks for 
improvement of wom-
en’s life.

The number of 
members of the MWAF 
reached more than 5.7 
million in 14 years and the 
federation is considered a 

human resource force for 
the country.  Also present 
at the meeting were Hon-
ourary Patron of MWAF 
Daw Khin Thet Htay, 
patrons of the Myanmar 
Women’s Affairs Federa-
tion, members of the Cen-
tral Executive Committee 
of MWAF, members of the 
CEC of Myanmar Wom-
en’s Affairs Association, 
chairpersons and sec-
retaries of state/region 
associations and guests.

“Participants of the 
meeting are urged to 

review and openly dis-
cuss weaknesses and 
strengths of work done 
of the federation in 2017,” 
said Dr. Daw Thet Thet 
Zin.

Joint General-Sec-
retary of the MWAF 
submitted the report on 
the Central Executive 
Committee to the meet-
ing while delegates of the 
women’s affairs associa-
tion from Nay Pyi Taw, 
Kachin, Kayah, Kayin and 
Chin states, and Sagaing, 
Taninthayi, Bago and 

Magway regions also took 
part in the discussion.

In the afternoon ses-
sion of the meeting, Dr. 
Win Myat Aye, Union Min-
ister for Social Welfare, 
Relief and Resettlement 
and Chairman of the 
All-Myanmar Women’s 
Affairs Committee deliv-
ered an address.

Future tasks of the 
federation will be laid 
down during the two-
day meeting which ends 
today.—Myanmar News 
Agency     

MWAF holds annual meeting

Members of Myanmar Women’s Affairs Federation pose for the documentary photo at their annual meeting in Nay Pyi 
Taw on 5 April 2018.   PHOTO: MNA

UN’s Deputy 
Emergency ...

FROM PAGE-1
Following the meeting, 

they visited the houses con-
structed by government for 
the Mro ethnic people. 

The Deputy Coordi-
nator and party then vis-
ited Pan Taw Pyin Village, 
where 22 Islamic families 
remain after the terrorist 
attacks of August 2017, and 
asked the villagers about 
matters relating to job 
opportunities, education, 
health and business.

The delegation also 
visited Shwe Zar Village 
where people of different 
faiths are living in harmony. 

At the meeting with 
residents of Shwe Zar 
Village, the UN official en-
couraged them to contin-
ue living in harmony and 
requested the religious 
leaders to negotiate among 
them in order to avoid con-
flicts. 

The delegation also 
pledged to bring interna-
tional aid and to create job 
opportunities in the areas. 

The UN delega-
tion also visited Hla Pho 
Khaung reception centre, 
which is ready to receive 
returnees. In the centre, 
there are 625 buildings and 
each building has eight 
apartments.—Kyaw Thu 
Win, Aye Min Thu     

TWO vessels collided 
near Myanmar Industrial 
Port in the Hlaing River 
at around 10 am yester-
day morning according to 
the police report. A ves-
sel that was carrying fuel 
from the Ahlone Interna-
tional Port and a tug boat 
named “Dana Hlaing-3” 
from Bayint Naung-Aung 
Zayya Bridge collided in 
the Hlaing River. 

The tug boat was pull-
ing a container of gravel 
which was 115 feet in 
length and 38 feet wide. 
When the tug boat and the 
vessel transporting fuel hit 
each other the container 
of gravel sank in the river. 
Fortunately no casualties 
were reported.—MDN 

Two vessels 
collided in 
Hlaing River

Myanmar-China friends 
bring happiness to children

TO mark the Thingyan 
Festival, Myanmar-China 
Cultural Association (tem-
porary) donated food and 
gifts to children receiving 
medical care at the Yankin 
Children Hospital in Yan-
gon yesterday.

At the ceremony, 300 
children were entertained 

with dances and songs. 
Vice Chairman-1of the as-
sociation U Maung Maung 
Myint Aye and Vice Chair-
person-2 Meng Fei (a) 
Daw Kyi Lin donated gifts 
for the children through 
Medical Superintendent 
Dr Myint Myint Khaing.—
Saw Thein Win     

Vice Chairman U Maung Maung Aye  presents gift to 
children in Yankin Children Hospital.  PHOTO: SUPPLIED
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