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Pyithu Hluttaw

Amyotha Hluttaw

THE seventh session of the sec-
ond Pyithu Hluttaw held its 18th-
day meeting yesterday morning, 
where five questions related to 
the Ministry of Home Affairs 
were answered by Deputy Min-
ister for Home Affairs Maj-Gen 
Aung Soe and a report on a bill 
was submitted.

Replying to a question posed 
by U Bo Gyi of Chauk constitu-
ency on the plan to manage the 
Myanmar Police Force in the 
matter related to the issuing of 
court summons and to research 
(review) the summons method, 
Maj-Gen Aung Soe said the My-
anmar Police Force was cooper-
ating with relevant departments 
to issue summons to witnesses, 
so that they show up to court in 
time, while the Myanmar Police 
Force was being managed in a 
manner to ensure witnesses do 
not fail to appear in court.

Daw Myint Myint Soe @ 
Daw May Soe of Botahtaung 
constituency asked about the 
arrangements being made to 
ease the process of passport ap-

Pyithu Hluttaw discusses Myanmar Police Force, passport services

plication. Maj-Gen Aung Soe said 
that from July 2012, a branch of 
the passport office was opened 
in Mandalay, while earlier, the 
Yangon office was the only place 
where passport services were 
available.

For the benefit of passport 
applicants, some 15 more branch 
offices were opened in Nay Pyi 
Taw and major towns in the 
states/regions from January 2014.

The requirements for ed-
ucation clearance, income tax 

Form 19 and recommendation 
from organisations were also re-
moved, while the requirement 
for monks and nuns to provide a 
recommendation letter from the 
ministry of Religious Affairs and 
Culture was relaxed, and only a 
recommendation letter from the 
township Sangha Nayaka com-
mittee was needed.

As the biometric system 
is being used, individuals need 
some time to apply for a pass-
port. To reduce the waiting time, 

the immigration department had 
increased its counters from sev-
en to 12, and combined groups, 
including the Myanmar Police 
Force, are making sure there 
are no cases of applicants being 
cheated of money, replied the 
deputy minister.

In response to a question 
put forth by Daw San San Ei of 
Mohnyin constituency on extend-
ing and opening more methadone 
clinics and rehabilitation centres 
in Mohnyin Township, Maj-Gen 
Aung Soe said the Ministry of 
Health and Sports had opened 
15 methadone clinics in Kachin 
State and Mohnyin District. The 
Mohnyin People’s Hospital and 
Hopin People’s Hospital each 
have a methadone clinic. The au-
thorities are coordinating to open 
methadone clinics in Nuntmun 
and Namma station hospitals for 
patients taking methadone med-
ication from Mohnyin People’s 
Hospital and Hopin People’s Hos-
pital. Arrangements are under-
way to set up community-based 
rehabilitation centres in Myitkyi-

na Town and Tanai Town, replied 
the deputy minister.

The rehabilitation centres 
in Myitkyina Town will provide 
community-based rehabilitation 
training, and thus, there is no 
plan to open rehabilitation cen-
tres in Mohnyin Township yet, 
added the deputy minister.

A question by U Thein Tun 
of Kyaunggon constituency 
on constructing the Myanmar 
Police Force head of township  
office, police stations and police 
posts in Kyaunggon Township 
and a question by Dr. U Myint 
Thein of Nyaunglebin constituen-
cy on the plan to open a sub fire 
station in Nyaunglebin Township 
were also answered by Maj-Gen 
Aung Soe.

The Hluttaw was then in-
formed of the receipt of the sci-
ence, technology and innnovation 
bill, confirmed with an amend-
ment and sent by the Amyotha 
Hluttaw, while the bill committee 
report was read and explained by 
committee member U Nay Myo 
Tun.—Kyaw Thu Htet 

THE seventh session of the 
second Amyotha Hluttaw held 
its 18th-day meeting yesterday 
morning at the Amyotha Hluttaw 
meeting hall in Nay Pyi Taw.

Three asterisk-marked 
questions were asked and an-
swered by Ministry of Border 
Affairs Deputy Minister Maj-Gen 
Than Htut.

Replying to a question posed 
by U Whey Tin of Chin constitu-
ency (11) on the plan to construct 
a 320foot-long suspension bridge 
across Palet creek, between 
Twikinwa Village and Baungku 
Village in the 2018-2019 fiscal 
year (FY), the deputy minister 
said although the ministry was 
carrying out border area devel-
opment works using Ks4.364.114 
million in the 2017-2018 FY, which 
included Chin State and other 
border areas, the plan for the sus-
pension bridge was not included 
for the 2018-2019 FY. However, it 
will be included in the projects 
earmarked for the 2019-2020 FY 
period and will be undertaken 
depending on the availability 
of funds, explained the deputy 
minister. 

In response to a question 
by U Lal Min Htan of Chin State 

Amyotha Hluttaw discusses construction works

constituency (10) regarding the 
upgrade of a motorcycle road in 
Chin State, Matupi Township, 
into an 18foot-wide motor road, 
the deputy minister said the 
widening of the 11mile section of 
the road was being conducted by 
tender-winning company Gracy 
Hnin Company in the 2017-2018 
FY period, with the Chin State 
government funding Ks94.05 
million. Currently, 60 per cent of 
the work has been completed, 
replied the deputy minister.

The deputy minister then 
replied to a question posed by 
Daw Khin Swe Lwin of Chin State 
constituency (9) on the develop-

ment works conducted by the 
Ministry of Border Affairs in the 
2016-2017 FY in Chin State Kan-
petlet Township. The deputy min-
ister said some Ks473.836 million 
was used by the ministry in the 
2016-2017 FY period to build the 
300foot-long Bailey bridge, which 
is capable of withstanding load of 
more than 13 tonnes, between 
Kyindwe Village and Hotepon-
kyin Village in Kanpetlet Town-
ship. Besides this, a 400foot-long 
and 12foot-wide road was built for 
the border area ethnic national 
youth development school, new 
electrical wirings were installed 
in the school buildings and a 

500foot-long and 12foot-wide as-
phalt road was laid for the house-
hold vocational  training school.

Regarding the plan on who 
ought to participate in the devel-
opment works in the 2017-2018 
FY, the Ministry of Border Affairs 
is implementing the regional de-
velopment project works by coor-
dinating with the ministry’s main 
projects through submissions 
made by the states, the Hluttaw 
representatives, promises and 
pledges made by the Hluttaw, 
guidelines of the nation’s leaders 
and the funding available. Funds 
earmarked by the ministry are 
submitted for assessment and 
confirmation by the national fi-
nancial commission and financial 
assessment committee, accord-
ing to the rules and regulations. 
On receiving the approval and 
confirmation, it is then submitted 
to the Hluttaw. It is implemented 
only when there is confirmation 
(from the Hluttaw). Invitations 
for tenders are announced in 
state-owned newspapers and 
in accordance with the instruc-
tions given by the President’s 
office. As per the guidelines and 
instructions distributed by the 
ministry of construction to min-

istries conducting works under 
the contract system, the profile of 
the tendering companies are in-
spected, tenders are opened in a 
transparent manner, agreements 
are signed with tender-winning 
companies and works are con-
ducted systematically.

Companies winning the 
tender also have to set up sign-
boards describing details of the 
work at work sites to provide in-
formation not only to the Hluttaw 
representatives but also to the 
people; so there is no plan to pro-
vide a separate explanation, said 
the deputy minister.

Replying to whether the 
Mone Creek Bailey bridge was 
constructed according to the set 
standard, he said the SSR1 type 
Bailey bridge had a load capacity 
of 12.5 tonnes, according to the 
standard set for public construc-
tion work for village roads. The 
Ministry of Border Affairs built a 
SSR2 type bridge that has a load 
capacity in excess of 13 tonnes.  
However, as per the request of 
Kanpetlet Township construc-
tion management committee, it 
was classified as having a load 
capacity of only 6 tonnes.

SEE PAGE-11 
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Amyotha Hluttaw 
discusses ...

FROM PAGE-2
The earth removal 

work in Mulaung Village 
was not carried out with 
funds provided by the 
Ministry of Border Af-
fairs, but with the funds 
of the state government, 
said the deputy minister.

Regarding the com-
panies that were re-
sponsible for conducting 
maintenance works in the 
2016-2017 FY period but 
can complete their works 
only in the 2017-2018 FY 
and the action to be taken 
against them if they are 
unable to complete it in 
the 2017-2018 FY period, 
the deputy minister said 
companies which were 
responsible for conduct-
ing maintenance works 
have to make submis-
sions to the development 
management offices of 
the relevant states/re-
gions and from there to 
the ministries. Depend-
ing upon the availability of 
funds, it will be conducted 
accordingly. However, if 
a force majeure situa-
tion occurs, it should be 
reported to the ministry 
within a month, and if the 
ministry accepts the situ-
ation, it will allow a grace 
period. If the work is not 
completed in the set FY, 
the relevant company will 
have to pay a penalty for 
delay at the rate of 0.01 
per cent a day, explained 
the deputy minister.

Next, a bill commit-
tee report on the findings 
and remarks on the in-
dustrial copyright design 
bill, invention copyright 
bill, trademark copyright 
bill, and literature and art 
copyright bill was read by 
committee member Tat-
madaw representative 
Brig-Gen Tint Lwin.

This was followed by 
Amyotha Hluttaw Speak-

er Mahn Win Khaing 
Than obtaining the ap-
proval of the Hluttaw for 
the industrial design cop-
yright bill.

Later, Union Minis-
ter for Education Dr. Myo 
Thein Gyi tabled the bill 
that was supported by U 
Ko Ko Naing of Sagaing 
Region constituency (8).

The decision of the 
Hluttaw was obtained for 
the bill and as the Hluttaw 
agreed, it was announced 
by the Amyotha Hluttaw 
speaker to be confirmed 
as amended.

Mahn Win Khaing 
Than then obtained the 
decision of the Hluttaw 
on the invention copyright 
bill. 

The bill was also ta-
bled by Dr. Myo Thein Gyi, 
which was supported by 
U Ko Ko Naing of Sagaing 
Region constituency (8).

The decision of the 
Hluttaw was then ob-
tained for the bill and as 
the Hluttaw agreed, it was 
announced by the Amyo-
tha Hluttaw speaker to be 
confirmed as amended.

Similarly, Mahn Win 
Khaing Than obtained the 
decision of the Hluttaw on 
the trademark copyright 
bill and the literature and 
art copyright bill.

Both the bills were 
tabled by Dr. Myo Thein 
Gyi and supported by 
Daw Myat Thida Tun of 
Mon State constituency 
(5), and both the bills 
were given the nod by 
the Hlutttaw. Mahn Win 
Khaing Than announced 
the confirmation of the 
two bills as amended.

The 19th-day meeting 
of  the seventh session 
of the second Amyotha 
Hluttaw will be held on 
19 February.—Aye Aye 
Thant (Myanmar News 
Agency)     
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