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Union Minister 
for Office 
of the State 
Counsellor 
pays working 
visit to China

An Interactive Dialogue with Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human 
rights in Myanmar was made on 27 
June 2018 during the 38th session of 
the Human Rights Council which was 
being held at the United Nations Office 
in Geneva from 18 June to 6 July 2018.

During the dialogue, Special Rap-
porteur on the Situation of Human 
Rights in Myanmar presented her oral 
update on the situation of human rights 
in Myanmar to the Human Rights Coun-
cil.

In response to the Special Rap-
porteur’s remarks, U Myint Thu, Per-
manent Secretary of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Myanmar, made a 
rebuttal Statement as a concerned 
country. In his statement, the Perma-
nent Secretary said that just two years 
ago, the present government came to 
the office with the overwhelming sup-
port of the people to push forward its 
long struggle for peace and stability, 
democracy and development. Myanmar 
Government would never tolerate any 
violation of human rights. Myanmar 
appreciates cooperation from all friends 
who understand the issues objectively, 
and render their support.

He also pointed out that the sit-
uation in Rakhine State is a complex 
challenge of enormous dimensions in-

volving issues including, but not limit-
ed to, sovereignty, territorial integrity, 
terrorism, rule of law, human rights and 
illegal migration. Unless the security 
challenges are promptly addressed, 
the risk of renewed inter-communal 
violence will remain. The security situ-
ation in northern Rakhine deteriorated 
sharply following the attacks on police 
outposts in Maungtaw Township by the 
terrorist group called ARSA. He ex-
pressed the deep concern of Myanmar 
over the suffering of all the people who 
have been caught up in the conflict. He 
underlined that those who had to flee 
their homes are many- not just Muslims 
and Rakhines, but also small minority 
groups, such as the Daing-net, Mro, 
Thet, Mramagyi and Hindus. He regret-
ted the fact that their plight had been 
totally and conveniently overlooked by 
the international community and that 
some had gone even further to glori-
fy or advocate the terrorist group. He 
pointed out that the Special Rapporteur 
conveniently failed to mention the hei-
nous terrorist attacks and the brutal 
massacre of 99 Hindus committed by 
ARSA in her statement and the fact 
showed clearly bias and imbalance of 
the Special Rapporteur’s assessment. 
At the same time, he stressed that the 
Government of Myanmar would not 

condone any human rights violations, 
and would take action against perpetra-
tors in  accordance with the law where 
allegations were supported by sufficient 
evidence. He also mentioned that the 
Government has recently made the an-
nouncement of its decision to establish 
an Independent Commission of Enquiry 
with international and national person-
alities as part of its national initiative to 
address reconciliation, peace, stability 
and development in Rakhine.

Then, he added that with the arriv-
al of the monsoon season, there is an 
urgent need to provide humanitarian 
assistance to all and to expedite the 
repatriation process agreed by Myan-
mar and Bangladesh in November 2017, 
and that Myanmar is doing its utmost 
to repatriate the displaced persons ex-
peditiously. He expressed that with the 
recent signing of the MoU between the 
Government of Myanmar, UNDP and 
UNHCR, things will now move expedi-
tiously and the UN agencies will take 
part in various stages of return and 
resettlement as well as sustainable so-
cio- economic development in Rakhine. 
He also reiterated Myanmar’s position 
regarding the Special Rapporteur that 
although Myanmar had a good track 
record of cooperation with the Special 
Rapporteur over the past two decades 

and remains committed to continue to 
work together with the mandate of the 
Special Rapporteur, the people of Myan-
mar considered that it would no longer 
be productive to continue to extend co-
operation with the current Special Rap-
porteur because of her lack of objectivity 
and non- compliance with the code of 
conduct. He recalled that Myanmar had 
requested the Council for the replace-
ment of her, expressing his regret that 
Myanmar’s request was fallen to deaf 
ears. He said that as the cooperation 
with the United Nations is a cornerstone 
of Myanmar’s Foreign Policy, Myanmar 
would continue to extend cooperation 
with the relevant UN mechanisms. He 
further highlighted that Myanmar facil-
itated the first visit of the Special Envoy 
of the UN Secretary-General from 12 to 
21 June 2018, allowing  her to visit all 
places of her request including a tour of 
Rakhine State, Myanmar also agreed to 
open Special Envoy’s office in Nay Pyi 
Taw and invited her to take part in the 
forthcoming Union Peace Conference.

He then concluded by stressing 
that in its efforts to achieve national 
reconciliation and peace, democracy 
and development, Myanmar was happy 
to engage constructively with the Unit-
ed Nations as well as the international 
community.—Myanmar News Agency 

At the invitation of State Coun-
cilor and Foreign Minister of 
People’s Mr Wang Yi, Union 
Minister for Office of the State 
Counsellor U Kyaw Tint Swe 
arrived Beijing on 28 June, 2018 
for a working visit.

That evening, Myanmar del-
egation and the delegation of the 
People’s Republic of China dis-
cussed issues of mutual interest 
including bilateral relations and 
cooperation in the international 
arena.

The State Councilor and 
Foreign Minister of PRC hosted 
a dinner in honour of visiting My-
anmar delegation.—Myanmar 
News Agency 

Foreign Affairs Permanent Secretary stresses importance of impartiality 
and objectivity of Special Rapporteur in discharging her duties at the 

Interactive Dialogue with Special Rapporteur on human rights in Myanmar 
during the 38th Session of the Human Rights Council 
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“There is a slight change in 

the way jade was sold this year 
in comparison to past years. 
In the past, good quality jade 
was all shown together, and as 
a result the sales volume was 
high during the sale of quality 
jade. This year, good quality 
jade was spread out, and it was 
available throughout the entire 
sales period. This seems to be 
a better method,” said U Than 
Zaw Oo.

As the 55th Myanmar Gems 
Emporium was conducted during 
the monsoon period, there were 
some difficulties due to weather 
situation. But despite the weath-
er challenges, large numbers of 
merchants were seen bidding 
freely and submitting their ten-
ders.

“Display is better in this em-
porium compared to the previous 
one. However, some rain water 

entered the area displaying gem 
lots. There should be a better 
drainage system”, said local gem 
merchant U Thein Naing Win. 

Even before the end of the 
emporium, officials have already 
declared this year’s event a suc-
cess. “There were more gem 
merchants visiting the empori-
um when compared to last year. 
Sales targets were reached. 
It can be deemed successful”, 
said Myanmar Gems & Jewel-
lery Entrepreneurs Association 
Vice Chairman U Hla Soe Oo. 
“Reviews were conducted at the 
end of each day and these reviews 
will improve future emporiums. 
Efforts were being put in toward 
improving the work processes. 
We are striving toward improving 
the gem sales systematically. We 
will also ensure that the mining 
method of jades to be non-dam-
aging to the environment”.—Min 
Min Zaw (MNA) 

Sales continue to rise at 55th 
Myanmar Gems Emporium

Union Minister U Kyaw Tint Swe meets with State Councilor and 
Foreign Minister Mr Wang Yi in Beijing yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA
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