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With its unspoiled forests and cooler weather even during the summer months, Chin State is considered the next opportunity for tourism development in Myanmar.
the state recently welcomed a group of travellers comprising of two artists and their wives once their car drove uphill to Chin State after passing the plain of Pakokku located in Myanmar’s dry zone. Malaysian artist Simon tan travelled here for the first time because he wanted to capture the unspoiled scenic beauty of the hilly region in Chin State, he said.Part of the scenic beauty were the unique houses built on the hillside using long stilts for support. But the visitors were not able to see the colourful taungzalat flowers, which is the state flower, which blossom in February, when Chin State Day is celebrated.

the tourists were also not able to see the great pied hornbills, which are a proud symbol of the state, though their numbers are rapidly declining due to hunting. Conservationists have warned that hunting, which is considered part of the traditional culture of the Chin people, is driving several species of wildlife into ex-tinction, including the hornbills, which are hunted for food. 

“We found wildlife curry at every local restaurant. We noticed that hunting is being relied on by many people for their livelihood,” said Daw Sandar, the wife of artist U tin Win, also know as tin Win (Beikthano).
Visitors said that tourism can be de-veloped in Chin State, which desperately needs jobs for its locals, but it must be done responsibly.

“As far as we saw during our trip, i can tell you that there are few business opportunities for locals. if tourism is de-veloped there, jobs can be created for local people,” said Daw Sandar.
Jobs have been created in recent years in traditional weaving and home-made artifacts, which are purchased by the slowly increasing numbers of visitors.the visitors found a set of traditional ornamental ear-plugs on sale for Ks60,000. A set can be completed in one or two days. “Actually, Chin State posseses good prospects for tourism. the weather is okay. But the ideas should be sound,” said U tin Win, a well-known artist of Myanmar.“We found the road to Chin State is being expanded. if this hilly area is easily accessible someday, it would be developed. But i fear that development would destroy the natural environment,” said the artist.Unspoiled rainforests and cool weath-

er even in summer have slowly attracted an increasing number of both local and foreign visitors. Simon tan, the Malaysian artist, said he chose Chin State for his holiday because of the stunning unspoiled beauty of the region.
“Most attractive to me is when we take a motorcycle ride up to the Natmataung Mountain, and on the way i can see very nice rainforest scenery,” said Simon.“Also, on the way up, we met a native boy hunting for birds using a bow and arrow and a knife,” said Simon.But traditional culture is hurting the region’s wildlife. the great hornbill, the state bird, is mostly found in the southern part of Chin State. in a survey conducted in March last year, conservationists found the birds in only a few remaining spots. “thirty years ago, we could see horn-bills at many areas in the southern part of Chin State. But, today, we can spot them in only five areas,” said thet Zaw Naing, a conservationist from the Wildlife Con-servation Society (Myanmar).the main reasons why the hornbills are being brought to the brink of extinction is because they are hunted for food and also for trophies.

“the worst is that the heads of horn-bills are used for decorating the guest rooms of homes,” he added.

The fate of the white-browed nuthatch (Sitta Victoriae), which can be found only in MyanmarAnother species at risk is the white-browed nuthatch (Sitta victoriae), mostly found in mountains of Chin State. the nuthatch is considered an endangered species. 
“the situation is at its worst,” said U thet Zaw Naing, “the number of white-browed nuthatches have dramatically decreased within the past two or three years.”

U thet Zaw Naing used to be a tour guide and visited Chin State several times a year.  When he visited the mountains with tourists in 2002, the bird’s population was still high. 
the endangered white-browed nut-hatch is known to exist only in the Mount Victoria area of Myanmar, where forests have been cut down and cleared, destroy-ing the habitat of the rare bird. there are only about two hundreds white-browed nuthatches left, with the population de-creasing due to hunting and destruction of their habitat.

“At markets, we can see birds are on sale for food,” he  added
“it we don’t prevent the hunting, they will be surely become extinct,” said U thet Zaw Naing. 

Creating job 
opportunities, 
saving wildlife 
in Chin State

By Aye Min Soe

Left, Great hornbill is the state bird of Chin State in Myanmar. Right, 
the white-browed nuthatch (Sitta victoriae) is a species of bird in the 
nuthatch family. It is endemic to Myanmar.

 The  house built on the hillside using long stilts for support. PhoTo: Tin Win

A Chin woman smokes with the use of traditional pipe.  PhoTo: Tin Win

A Chin woman with hand-made traditional ear-plugs and beads.  PhoTo: Tin Win

Skulls, skin and bones of wildlife are displayed at the house of a hunter in Mindat, Chin 
State. PhoTo: Tin Win

A village in mountains in Chin State. PhoTo: Tin Win

Taungzalat flowers, which is the state flower, which blossom in February.
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The Rakhine State Govern-
ment delivered farming ma-
chinery and rice seeds to farm-
ers in Rakhine State yesterday.

The move is aimed at as-
sisting the farmers who have 
to hire draught cattle to plough 
the fields, said U Kyaw Lwin, 
Rakhine State Minister for Ag-
riculture, Forestry and Min-
ing, at the ceremony to hand 
over the machinery and rice 
seeds held at Udaung Village 

in southern Maungtaw.
At the ceremony, 800 bas-

kets of rice seeds and 38 power 
tillers were delivered for 65 
villages.

Meanwhile, Union Minis-
ter for Social Welfare, Relief 
and Resettlement Dr Win 
Myat Aye visited internally 
displaced persons’ camps in 
Rakhine State on Saturday, 
delivering aid and gifts.

                        see page 2

Farming aid for Maungtaw farmers

Officials hands over power-tiller to villagers.  Photo: Thakka

Shwedagon Pagoda is crowded with devotees on Full Moon of Waso, or Dhammacakka Day, yesterday in Yangon.   
Photo: GNLM/ Phoe khwar (news on page-3)

People observe Dhammacakka Day
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Following a field trip to five 
villages in Myingyan District, 
students of veterinary medicine 
from 12 countries volunteered 
their services at the University 
of Veterinary Science in Yezin, 
Pyinmana, yesterday.

“Myanmar and Thailand 
jointly conducted this three-
week programme, two weeks 
in Thailand and one week in 
Myanmar.

During the visit to villages, 
apart from vaccinating cattle 

and dogs, we raised awareness 
against animal-to-human infec-
tious diseases and planted 100 
trees in each village,” said Dr 
Ye Thu Aung, the pro-rector 
of the University of Veterinary 
Science.

“In this programme, we 
found the differences of live-
stock farming system between 
our country and theirs.

In Thailand, they practice 
two systems, one is for meat 
and another one for milk.

They focus more on live-
stock farming than agriculture. 
The rate of giving vaccinations 
against rabies in other countries 
is higher than our country,” said 
Win Myat Shwe Yi Tun, a fourth-
year student of the University of 
Veterinary Science.

“Like in Myanmar, most 
farmers in Laos live in rural 
areas and they herd cattle in 
grazing lands and give them 
supplementary food at the farm. 

Our livestock breeding in-

dustry mainly focuses on pro-
ducing meat rather than milk,” 
said Ms Oneouma Phondama-
deth, the student from the Na-
tional University of Laos.

The programme is aimed 
at exchanging veterinary tech-
niques and culture among the 
countries. 

“In our study tour in Thai-
land, we found that they estab-
lish veterinary hospitals for 
cattle at the areas where the 
population of cattle is high and 

carry out teaching and research 
there,” said Prof Dr Win Ohmar 
Kyaw from the University of Vet-
erinary Science.

The team comprised of 75 
veterinary students from all the 
ASEAN nations except Singa-
pore and Brunei, and from the 
United States, Canada, and Ja-
pan.

The programme is part of 
the ASEAN Veterinary Volun-
teer Project 2017.—Zin Oo, Wai 
Thu New 

Foreign veterinary students visit Myingyan

Veterinary medicine students from 12 countries pose for a photo during a field trip in a village in Myingyan 
District.  Photo: Thiha Sithu

Veterinary medicine student vaccinates a cattle.   Photo: Thiha 
Sithu
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Accompanied by the Ra-

khine State Minister for Se-
curity and Border Affairs, the 
Union minister went to Say-
thamagyi Camp and Satyokya 
Camp, assisting in supplying 
power and presenting clothes 
to the women and toys to the 
children.

Yesterday morning, the 
Union Minister and party vis-
ited the Home for the Aged in 
Sittway and contributed cash 
to the fund of the Home for 
the Aged.

Dr Win Myat Aye also vis-
ited Tain Nyo village and Pauk 
Taw Pyin village in MraukU 
Township and Nayan village 
and Khaung Laung Ywar Thit 
village in Minbya Township 

and met local residents.
At the meetings with res-

idents, he fulfilled the imme-
diate needs of the peoples, 
providing Ks2.4 million to 
build two toilets in the Tain 
Nyo Village primary school 
and the Pauk Taw Pyin Village 
sub high school, Ks500,000 to 
construct a concrete road 
in a monastery, Ks900,000 
for school desks, Ks2.5 mil-
lion for a well in Khaung  
Laung Ywar Thit Village and 
Ks1.2 million for a toilet in a 
school.

 In addition, the Un-
ion Minister also provided 
clothes, school uniforms and 
warm clothes worth Ks18.8 
million. —Myint Maung Soe, 
Aung Kyaw Oo 

Farmers in 
Maungtaw get rice 
seeds, power-tillers Commander-in-Chief of Defence 

Services Senior General Min 
Aung Hlaing and party who were 
in India at the invitation of Armed 
Forces of India Chiefs of Staff 
Committee Chairman Admiral 
Sunil Lamba attended a dinner 
hosted by Chief of Staff (Army) 
of the Indian Army General Bipin 
Rawat in Officer Training Acad-
emy (OTA) yesterday evening.

Senior General Min Aung 
Hlaing, wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hlaing 
and party were entertained with 
traditional Indian songs and 
dances and OTA military band 
in OTA dance hall.

Earlier in the day, the Tat-
madaw delegation visited and 
paid homage at Mahabodhi 
Temple and Bodh Gaya Park.

Afterward, the Tatmadaw 
delegation visited the Myanmar 
Buddhist monastery in Gaya 
where Senior General Min 
Aung Hlaing and wife provided 
offerings, cash donations and 

Indian Army Chief of Staff hosts dinner for 
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and party

Waso robe to the head monk 
and Tatmadaw officials provided 
offerings, cash donations and 
Waso robes to sanghas after 
which merits were shared for 

the good deed. Next the Sen-
ior General, wife and delegation 
provided soon to the Members 
of the Sangha.—Myanmar News 
Agency 

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing accepts a gift from Chief of Staff (Army) 
of the Indian Army General Bipin Rawat.  Photo: MNA
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