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We work everyday to govern an entire nation. So we don’t have the leisure time.
In governing the country, it is impossible to focus at the same time on every issue. 
But, in reality, our government is working with many difficulties. We saw success in 
some areas and not in other areas.

Special care cannot be given to every grain of rice

(Excerpt from the address made by Bogyoke Aung San at meeting with journalists on 30 May 1947)

State Counsellor Daw Aung 
Suu Kyi met with the Norwegian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr. 
Borge Brende yesterday morn-
ing in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Nay Pyi Taw.

At the meeting, they ex-
changed views on the peace 
process in Myanmar, strength-
ening of the democracy tran-
sition process and promoting 

bilateral relations.
At a press conference fol-

lowing the meeting, Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi pledged to main-
tain good relations with Norway, 
expressing thanks to Norway 
for its assistance in Myanmar’s 
peace process and democratic 
transition.

The Norwegian Foreign 
Minister disclosed that Norway 

would sign Memorandum of 
Understanding with Myanmar 
during his visit concerning the 
fishery, agriculture and energy 
sectors.

At the meeting with Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi, they also dis-
cussed regional issues, global 
threats and progress in Ra-
khine State.—Myanmar News  
Agency 

State Counsellor receives 
Norwegian Foreign Minister

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi welcomes Norwegian Foreign Minister Borge Brende.  Photo: MNA

The UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees, Filippo Grandi, 
has concluded his first visit 
to Myanmar by appealing for 
inclusive and sustainable solu-
tions to protracted displace-
ment and statelessness.

 “I was very happy to hear 
the State Counsellor (Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi) saying 
that refugees are welcome 
back from Thailand,” said 
the High Commissioner. “We 
agreed that returns must be 
voluntary and sustainable. Ref-
ugees should not come back to 
a situation of dependency but 
of self-reliance.”

They also discussed hu-
manitarian access in Kachin 
and Rakhine states, where 
some 100,000 and 120,000 peo-
ple, respectively, have been liv-
ing for more than five years in 
camps for internally displaced 
people.

While in Rakhine State, 
the High Commissioner met 
with displaced Muslims in Sit-
tway’s Dar Paing camp, who 
expressed their strong de-
sire to return home. He also 
reached out to Rakhine and 
Muslim communities north of 
Maungtaw and listened to their 
safety and livelihood concerns.

“These are complex issues 
but they are not intractable,” 
said Grandi. “A crucial first 
step is to pursue freedom of 
movement and access to ser-
vices and livelihoods for all. 
Accelerated pathways to cit-
izenship are also part of the 
solution, as are efforts to tackle 
exclusion and poverty.”

He highlighted that the 
recommendations of the Ad-
visory Commission of Rakh-
ine State provide an important 
roadmap for the way forward.

Mr. Filippo Grandi met with 
various ambassadors to Myan-
mar and officials from UN Hu-
manitarian agencies and other 
international non-governmen-
tal organisations at the Novotel 
Hotel in Yangon yesterday.

The High Commissioner 
later visited the house of the 
late third Secretary-General 
of the UN, U Thant, on Panwar 
Street in Yangon and discussed 
global refugee issues with Dr. 
Thant Myint Oo, civil society 
leaders, literary experts and 
scholars in attendance.

The High Commissioner 
and his entourage then left 
Yangon via the Yangon Interna-
tional Airport in the evening.—
Myanmar News Agency 

UNHCR chief renews 
call for solutions in 
Kachin, Rakhine states

UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Filippo Grandi talks to 
reporters at the U Thant House in Yangon.  Photo: MNA 
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