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The weather bureau has 
warned of hailstones and 
gale-force winds in nine 

regions and states from 20 to 24 
April due to a wave of dangerous 
weather that has moved from the 
west to east.

The Meteorology and hy-
drology Department has alert-
ed the people in Nay Pyi Taw, 
Sagaing, Mandalay, Magway and 
Bago regions and Kachin, Shan, 
Chin and Rakhine states to take 
precautions to protect themselves 
from the gales, which may reach 
30 to 35 mph and hailstorms, 
which might occur along with 
isolated heavy rainfall.

The weather bureau an-
nounced the warning following its 
10.30 am observation yesterday.

Prominent weather expert 
Dr Tun Lwin has also warned in 
a Facebook post yesterday that 
the northern part of Myanmar 
comprised of Kachin State, Chin 
State and upper Sagaing Region 
are expected to receive moderate 
rainfall which may reach about 
3 inches within three days and 
isolated heavy rainfall, with five 
to eight inches expected over 
Kachin State, upper Sagaing and 
northern Shan State in the same 
period.

“Due to heavy rainfall, local 
people should be alerted to flash 
floods and landslides and gales, 
lightning and hailstones due to 
cumulus clouds. Degree of cer-
tainty is 60 per cent,” said Dr Tun 
Lwin. he is also a former direc-
tor-general of the Meteorology 
and hydrology Department of 

Wind and hail headed 
for northern Myanmar

File photo shows roof damaged by hailstones at a village in Kyaukse, Mandalay, in April 2016. Photo: Mizzima

Seven suspects were arrested 
in connection with a robbery that 
took place in Thawunchaung vil-
lage in Maungtaw township on 
17April. 

On that day, four robbers in-
cluding the person assumed to be 
Abdu Rahein entered the village 
of Thawunchaung, robbing and 
then shooting a villager.

Two days later, local police 
made a surprise search in the 
village of Inndin (west) village, 
also known as  Htonsin village, 
at about 4pm and arrested seven 
suspects — Noro Salam, 24, Sira-
su, 15, Rawfi Oolar, 13, Robby, 
27, Mamauk Isuf, 45, Khaikro 
Salin, 20 and Noro Lamein, 26.

Initial investigation has been 
made in accord with the law, ac-
cording to the State Counsellor Of-
fice’s information committee.— 
Myanmar News Agency

Myanmar.
Strong gales accompanied 

by heavy rain and hailstones 
struck two townships in Manda-
lay Region on 22 April in 2016, 
levelling trees, destroying hous-
es and killing people and ani-
mals.

The water flowing downhill 
resulting from torrential rains 
caused havoc in the townships of 
Sintgaing and Kyaukse, blowing 
the roofs off over 450 buildings 
and killing six people and over 
300 domesticated animals, with 
two children reported missing.

Amid the weather warning, 
the Union Minister for Social 

Welfare, Relief and Resettlement 
Dr Win Myat Aye is touring areas 
in central Myanmar that experi-
enced natural disasters in April 
last year, as part of the ministry’s 
awareness campaign. 

The ministry has been mak-
ing efforts to get ready for nat-
ural disasters, stressing prepar-
edness during the present year 
after taking lessons from previ-
ous years. 

Due to a sudden rise of the 
water level in the Sinthay creek 
in August, 2016, Thanpayargone 
village, Letpan Ai village in Tat-
kon Township, Nay Pyi Taw and 
Sattoepauk and Aung Chanthar 
villages in Yamethin township 
in Mandalay Region were flood-
ed, with 37 houses under water, 
373 houses ruined and a popula-
tion of 1,783 rendered homeless.

See Page 3 >>

7 suspects 
in robbery 
in Maungtaw 
Tsp arrested

Tennis ball-sized hailstones 
from a 2016 storm. Photo: Mizzima
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One of the definitions concerning the word, “leader,” in 
dictionaries is meant for a person who leads a group of 
people, especially the head of a country, an organization, 

etc. Here, we need to think about leaders deeply. Leaders are born 
out of the public. Outstanding leaders have emerged in Myanmar 
throughout history. These leaders had different kinds of abilities 
and capacities. According to the laws of nature, a person who ex-
udes Metta( loving-kindness) will get back the same in return from 
others. A leader who is willing and ready to sacrifice his life, if 
needed, devoting himself to the wellbeing of the people will gain 
people’s metta. People designated Bogyoke Aung San as our na-
tional leader for his simple way of life, genuine attitudes toward 
the country and its people, zealous efforts for gaining Independ-
ence and brilliant leadership. No one but the people conferred him 
the Title. No one can get people’s love by means of arms or mon-
ey.   

We chose Bogyoke Aung San as our national leader, but he 
could not give us a worthy successor. He himself had not been 
required to and did not decide who out of three children born to 
them who should succeed him. Though it is nearly 70 years that 
Myanmar gained her Independence, nationwide peace cannot yet 
be achieved, in spite of the efforts that had been made by succes-
sive governments to gain peace. A good leader needs to have good 
followers. Accordingly our people, our forefathers, followed Bo-
gyoke Aung San’s leadership and they acquired the Independence 
they aspired to. Yet, in our days we yielded to the suppression of 
the then governments, having to live in the backwater of human 
rights, or democracy. Being frightened, we had had the govern-
ment we deserved. In 1987-1988 or so, people’s endurance reached 
the climax on the totem pole, and people overthrew the govern-
ment. The uprising made the then youths love truth and yearn for 
good governance. However, they needed a good leader who could 
lead the whole populace. Fortunately enough, there emerged re-
spectable leaders and the leader assumed to bring about the fruits 
for our future, who can lead us — most of the whole populace. Our 
national leader, Bogyoke Aung San did not give us a worthy lead-
er as desired by him. We ourselves recognized our worthy leader 
on our own. 

It is natural for the new breed of political leaders to take the 
place of the dying breed of elder statesmen one day. Young but 
medium level educated-and-inexperienced politicians in our coun-
try are strong-minded. In my opinion, we need such kinds of peo-
ple in our country, especially in such a time of building up a na-
tion. Being qualified is better than being certified, especially in our 
country, because our poor education systems produced myriad 
amounts of graduates and post graduates in the past 50 years or so. 
We should stop and think if we were really qualified for the de-
grees we had already got. Education or knowledge can be acquired 
through books. But, knowledge cannot come into our minds just 
by sitting in a library all the time. Knowledge acquired from books 
can help fortify our spirits, beliefs, judgments and intellects, 
broaden our visions, change our mindsets and become a well-qual-
ified person or leader. As for me, I want our leaders-to-be to read 
a lot, so as not to be called naïve by those who will always blame 
others. We are watching your abilities, capacities and simplicity. 
We will designate you as worthy successors, on behalf of our great 
leader.

We appreciate your feedback and contributions. If you have any comments 
or would like to submit editorials, analyses or reports please email ce@
globalnewlightofmyanmar.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to publish “Letter to the 
Editor” that do not exceed 500 words. Should you submit a text longer 
than 500 words please be aware that your letter will be edited.

Write for us

Khin Maung Oo

Only we can 
choose our leader

Myanmar is 
also doing its 
best to conserve 
the dolphins by 
monitoring, 
controlling and 
detering the 
catching, 
catching by 
electric shock 
and killing of 
dolphins.

Maung Tha (Archaeology)

Ayeyawady
Dolphins

Rare Species —

OuT of the myriad of 
aquatic animals that 
flourish in the water of 

the present world, only three spe-
cies of warm-blooded mammals 
are found living in aquatic habi-
tat. Those mammals are dolphin, 
whale and dugong all of which 
except one species of dolphin are 
found in sea water. (30) different 
species of dolphin are known so 
far and only one is found as fresh 
water species and its scientific 
name is Orcaella brevirostris. It 
is widely known as Ayeyawady 
Dolphin.

Sir Richard Owen recorded 
in 1866 about his discovery of 
Ayeyawady Dolphin species in 
1852 near the harbor of Visakhap-
atnam on the eastern coast of In-

dia. An English naturalist, John 
Anderson had been to Myanmar 
and made a research exploration 
along Ayeyawady river from 
1871 to 1879. During his re-
search trip he discovered the 
round-snouted ash grey dolphin 
in Ayeyawady river and he be-
came the first person who ever 
had discovered such type of fresh 
water dolphin. When he got back 
to London he wrote a research 
paper under the title  “Descrip-
tion of a new cetacean from the 
Irrawaddy River, Burma” and 
submitted to London Zoological 
Association. He described those 
ash-grey dolphin as Ayeyawady 
Dolphin in his paper and hence-
forth it has been widely known as 
Ayeyawady Dolphin. The similar 

species found in other parts of the 
world are also referred to  Ay-
eyawady Dolphin.

Myanmar and its Ayeyawady 
Dolphin

Professor H.G Luce of Histo-
ry Department, university of 
Rangoon wrote a research paper 
in Burma Research Association 
Journal with title “Ancient Pyu” 
in which Professor Luce men-
tioned that he found out the fact 
that the dolphin was discovered in 
Ayeyawady river and was then 
called  “River Pig” in a record 
that had been written about Pyu. 
According to that record of Pyu 
era we can deduce the fact that the
Ayeyawady dolphins have been
inhabiting in the Ayeyawady riv-

er since the time of Pyu ie. more 
than 1000 years ago. 

Apart from Myanmar wa-
ters, the species are also found in 
Chilka Lagoon near Orrisa State 
sea coast of India, Mahakan Riv-
er of Indonesia Borneo Island, 
Songkla Lake of Thailand and 
Mekong River. 

Though Anderson recorded 
his finding of Ayeyawady dol-
phin between Yenanchaung and 
Bhamo, Ayeyawady dolphins 
now occur only in the upstream 
of Mingun of Ayeyawady river. 
Myanmar Fisheries Department 
and Fauna Conservation Associ-
ation has acted on the conserva-
tion of dolphins by dividing the 
275 miles long part of Ay-
eyawady river between Mingun 

this part of the river and 46.25 
mile long segment 6 between 
Kyaumk Myaung and Mingun has 
been designated the main area for 
dolphin conservation.

Dolphins and fishermen
The dolphins thriving in the

segment between Mingun and
Kyauk Myaung are famous for
having the very peculiar and inter-
esting characteristics. The dolphins
in this area demonstrate the enig-
matic relationship with fishermen.
They are supposed to assist the
fishermen in finding the clusters of
fish. The strange activities of dol-
phins are fascinating the people,
both local and foreign and the dol-
phin lovers usually visit the place to
watch the peculiarity of dolphins,
thus forging a business in tourism
like Dolphin Watching Tourism.

There are 10 villages between
Kyauk Myaung and Mingun, fish-
ermen from 7 villages are fishing
with the help of the dolphins. It is
so enthralling to watch the fishing
with the help of dolphins that Dol-
phin watching Tourism will boom
in near future.

A fishing boat is usually han-
dled by two fishermen, one at the
stern pedaling and steering the boat
and the other throws the net into the
water for catching the fish. The
rower usually brings two oars, one
short and another long one. Short
one is used for propelling and the
long one is used as punting pole for
pushing the boat ahead in the very
shallow part of the river where pro-
pelling by oar is impossible, by
thrusting the long oar at the river
bed and force the boat forward. The
rower also brings a short wooden
stick about one foot long with one
end having about one inch in diam-
eter and tapering to the other end.

The fishermen, when they are
out fishing, try first to find the dol-
phins by inquiring the farmers
working on the nearby bank and
those working on sand bars in the
middle of the river. Dolphins, being
the warm blooded mammals, do
not live long under water and often
come up to the surface to breathe in
the air. So people even on the dis-
tant bank can see the location of
dolphins.

When the fishermen find the
place of dolphins, they row their
boat and approach the dolphins as
nearly as possible and beat the side
of the boat by the stick they bring
rhythmically. Dolphins know the
vibration produced by beating and
they have sharp sensor to detect the
location from where the vibration

comes. Commonly two to three
dolphins come to the fishing boat
and stay at a reasonable distance.

A dolphin supposed to be the
leader of the group surges its head
above the water and then sets its tail
vertically above the water. The for-
mation of this type of display indi-
cates the signal for the fishermen to
be ready to catch the fish. When the
dolphin exposing its tail horizontal-
ly above the water and slaps the
surface of the water, the fishermen
understand it is the signal to follow
them. The fishermen then follow
the dolphins which lead to the place
where they can find the fish.

The strange relationship and
understanding each other between
the fishermen and the dolphin is
quite interesting. The dolphins sig-
nal the fishermen to be ready for
fishing by showing its tail straight
up above the water as they see the
cluster of fishes in the water below.
When the fisherman at the bow of
the boat, on seeing the signal from
dolphins gets himself ready for
fishing.

The leader having its tail
straight up above the water and
swimming in a semi-circle shape is
actually trying to drive the fishes
stay in group in a circle. The other
dolphins are also swimming around
the fish with intention to deter the
fishes from straying away. Those
activities of dolphins are known as
“scaring fish”(ngar chauk) “assem-
bling fish” (ngar su) and “showing
for fishing” (kunchet pya). Those
three separate terms are collective-
ly called “Si Kho” by local people.
The places of fishe presence shown
by dolphins are commonly around
the sandbars, in the channels be-
tween two large sandbars and in
shallow parts of the river.

Once the fisherman saw the
dolphin’s tail straight up above the
water and swaying sideways, he
throws the fishing net into the wa-
ter. Dolphins never take the fishes
caught in the net for food, they are
just devouring fishes outside the
net. It is quite amusing to see the
natural rule exhibiting the sharing
of food between the fishermen and
dolphins. They help fishermen in
finding the fish but never breach the
nature’s law of sharing food.

The relationship between fish-
ermen and dolphins is something
like a joint venture practiced in hu-
man business. Combined effort of
dolphins and human beings can
make an appreciable volume of
food that is shared between the
partners according to the natural
rule. The fishes in the net are for

man and those outside the net are
for dolphin. Another amazing thing
about the astuteness of the dolphins
can be seen in their nature that they
never show the fish-flourishing
place in deep water where most of
the fishes are usually caught in the
net and their share outside the net is
remarkably reduced. They usually
show the spot rich with fishes in
shallow water where their shares
are increased.

Conservation of dolphins
Average weight of Ayaywad-

dy dolphin is between 200 and 400
lbs. and it has 12 to 19 teeth. The
body is measured to be long about 7
ft. and the girth is about 4 ft. A male
dolphin found in Thailand meas-
ured 9 ft. in length. Life span is
about 30 years and can do repro-
duction at the age of 7 to 9 years.
Conception period is 14 months
and usually give birth a single baby.
Dolphin can swim 12 to 14 miles
an hour and hear the sound with vi-
bration wave 60KHz.

The population of dolphin in
the world is reduced to 7000 and
they occur only in Myanmar, Thai-
land, the Philippines, Indonesia,
Laos, Cambodia, India and Bangla-
desh. Every country is now striving
to conserve the dolphins and Myan-
mar is also doing its best to con-
serve the dolphins by monitoring,
controlling and detering the catch-
ing, catching by electric shock and
killing of dolphins.

In 2007 and 2008 NHK of Ja-
pan and German television and
news media came to Myanmar and
made television documentary on
the life of dolphins and their activi-
ties in connection with finding the
fish-thriving spot for the fishermen.
The documentary was shown in
their countries and Myanmar Ay-
eyawady dolphins could have at-
tained worldwide interest and at-
tention. The tourists taking riverine
trip along the Ayeyawady river
take television or photo records of
the Ayeyawady dolphins. Dolphin
lovers are also visiting Myanmar to
watch the activities of dolphins in
support of the fishing of local fish-
ermen.

Despite high growth of popu-
lation in the past, the Ayeyawady
dolphin population is dwindling
and only 70 dolphins were counted
by the survey in 2014. Local people
should have more awareness for the
conservation of dolphins whereas
the institutions concerned are now
taking measures to prevent dol-
phins from extinction.—Translated
by Khin Maung Win

amd Bhamo into 6 segments as 
follows:

1. From Myazedi village 
upstream of Bhamo to 
Sinkhan

2. From Sinkhan to 2nd Defile 
near Shweku

3. From 2nd Defile to Tagaung
4. From Tagaung to 

Sanpanago
5. From Sanpanago to 3rd 

Defile of Kyauk Myaung
6. From Kyauk Myaung to 

Mingun

Out of those segments, the 
part between Kyauk Myaung and 
Mingun is the area most flourish-
ing with Ayeyawady dolphins. 20 
to 23 dolphins are usually found in 

Fishermen catch fish in the Ayeyawady River with the help of a 
dolphin. Photo: MyanMar Biodiversity.org

A pair of Ayeyawady dolphins are seen in the conservation area in the Ayeyawady River near Mandalay.

An Ayeyawady Dolphin seen jumping out of the water. Photo MCs
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