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China supports the Myanmar’s 
government’s efforts in safe-
guarding peace and  stability and 
would not join other countries in 
condemning what many term a 
campaign of “ethnic cleansing” 
against Muslims, an official with 
the ruling Chinese Communist 

Party said yesterday.
“Based on experience, 

you can see recently the con-
sequences when one country 
interferes in another. We won’t 
do it,” said Guo Yezhou, a deputy 
head of the Chinese Communist 
Party’s international depart-

ment. He told this to reporters 
on the sidelines of a party con-
gress.

China believes that Myan-
mar’s government and people 
can handle its problems on its 
own and are “capable of han-
dling” the situation without out-

side help, Guo said.
“China and Myanmar are 

friendly, neighbouring countries 
joined by rivers and mountains. 
China will be affected if there’s 
any unstable situation in Myan-
mar,” he added.

see page 2

An Australian-funded five-year 
research project led by the In-
ternational Rice Research In-
stitute (IRRI) in Myanmar is 
working to improve local rice 
farmers’ ability to adapt to agri-
cultural challenges and respond 

to market opportunities.
Through the Australian 

Government’s Australian Cen-
tre for International Agricul-
tural Research (ACIAR), the 
MYRice project is working to 
transform the rice sector of low-

er Myanmar — the Ayeyawady 
and Bago regions — that ac-
count for more than half of the 
total rice-harvested areas in the 
country. By releasing new rice 
varieties and developing the 
capacity of local farmers, re-

searchers, and extension staff, 
the IRRI project has helped 
increase the productivity and 
income of small farmers, as well 
as foster greater overall partici-
pation by all stakeholders.

see page 3

Foreign interference in 
Rakhine doesn’t work: China

IRRI research project works to improve rice yields

The Global New Light of Myanmar is accepting submissions of poetry, opinion, articles, essays and short stories 

from young people for its weekly Sunday Next Generation Platform. Interested candidates can send their works to the 
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Should 
Animals Be 
Used for 
Scientific or 
Commercial 
Testing?

According to US Statistics speaking of research, an estimated 26 million animals are used every year in the United States for scientific and commercial testing. Animals are used to develop medical treatments, determine the harmfulness of medications, check the safety of prod-ucts destined for human use, and other biomedical, commercial, and health care uses. research on living animals has been practiced since at least 500 Bc. Accord-ing to california Biomedical research Association, proponents of animal testing say that it has enabled the development of numerous life-saving treatments for both humans and animals, that there is no alternative method for researching a complete living organism, and that strict regulations prevent the mistreatment of animals in laboratories. opponents of animal testing say that it is cruel and 

inhumane to experiment on animals, that alternative methods available to re-searchers can replace animal testing, and that animals are so different from human beings that research on an-imals often yields irrelevant results.
First of all, i will tell the public opinion on ani-mal testing. According to May 2013 gallup poll, 56% of Americans say medical testing on animals is mor-ally acceptable and 39% saying it is morally wrong. Younger Americans are less likely to accept ani-mal testing. 47% of people aged 18-34 say that animal testing is morally accept-able, whereas 60% of peo-ple aged 35-54 and 61% of people aged 55 and older say it is morally acceptable. 67% of registered voters in the US are opposed to using animals to test cosmetics and personal care products, according to a 2013 nationwide poll con-

ducted by Lake research Partners. The poll found that women are more likely to object, with 76% of women under 50 and 70% of women over 50 being opposed to animal testing, and 63% of men under and over 50 being op-posed. 52% of voters said they feel safer using a product that was tested using non-animal methods, while 18% said they feel safer with products tested on animals.
According to Alistair cur-rie (policy advisor for charity People for the Ethical Treat-ment of Animals), she said “Animals feel pain and fear just as we do, and their over-whelming natural inclinations, like ours, are to be free and to protect their own lives, not to be locked in a small cage inside a laboratory, where they are sub-jected to abuse and suffering that would be illegal if they took place anywhere else. Why conduct tests on the wrong species when sophisticated computer and 

mathematical models, human tissue and cell cultures and smarter, more focused clinical and epidemiological studies can show us more accurately what happens to human bodies with diseases? research institutions need urgently to rethink their policies, and align themselves with more progressive science”. My opinion is that animal testing is cruel and inhumane. Animals can suffer like humans do, so it is discrimination against animals to experiment on them while we refrain from experimenting on humans. Since the majority of animals used in biomed-ical research are killed during or after the experiments, and since many suffer during the studies, the lives and wellbeing of animals are routinely sacrificed for poor research. Alternative testing methods now exist that can replace the need for animals. drugs that pass animal tests are not necessarily safe because animals are very different from human beings, they do not get many of the diseases we do, such as major types of heart disease, many types of cancer, Alzheimer’s disease, HiV.See SuppLeMeNT-G

A couple of monkey seen at Zoological Garden  in Yangon.   Photo: GNLM/Phoe Khwar
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Nine private sector task 
forces formed to participate 
in UEHRD programme

Nine tasks forces were formed 
at a meeting yesterday held at 
the UMFCCI headquarters 
chaired by Dr. Aung Tun Thet, 
chief coordinator of the Union 
Enterprise for Humanitari-
an Assistance, Resettlement 
and Development in Rakhine 
(UEHRD. The meeting was at-
tended by representatives of 
the Union of Myanmar Federa-
tion of Chambers of Commerce 
and Industries (UMFCCI) and 
affiliated associations.

The task forces were 
formed for sectors in which the 
respective associations possess 
special expertise, officials said.

For the political and social 
development of the country, the 
private sector reviewed the 
important and urgent works 
required in Rakhine State. The 
nine task forces were formed 
by combining the strength of 
private businesses to assist sec-
tor-wise in the reconstruction 
and development of Rakhine 
State, it is learnt.

The nine task forces 
were: Construction and In-
frastructure; Agriculture and 
livestock breeding; Economic 
Zones Development; Infor-
mation and Public Relations; 
Job creation and Vocational 
Training; Healthcare; Micro-fi-
nancing; Fund raising through 
crowd-funding; and Tourism 
promotion. In addition to the 
immediate works in Rakhine 
State of resettlement and hu-

manitarian assistance, the 
groups will set up long-term 
and short-term plans to in-
crease trade and investment 
for establishing businesses and 
creating job opportunities.

Preliminary work of the 
groups to set up policies for 
effectively implementing the 
work, selecting members, as-
signing duties and responsibil-
ities will be conducted quickly 
and submitted to UEHRD at 
a private sector meeting to be 
held on Wednesday 25 October 
for confirmation, it is learnt.

After this, work group 
members, representatives of 
UMFCCI and affiliated  associ-
ations will visit Rakhine State 
in the last week of October to 
conduct a study on preliminary 
requirements.

A group to coordinate and 
lead all the groups cooperating 
with UEHRD will be formed 
and UMFCCI President U Zaw 
Min Win invited private busi-
nesses and Myanmar business-
es to contribute their profes-
sional expertise in the various 
sectors, it is learnt.

“We will show that private 
businesses can develop Rakh-
ine State despite all the diffi-
culties. Various platforms such 
as the internet, mobile phones 
and social media will be used 
for businesses and people of 
the entire country to partici-
pate” said Dr. Aung Tun Thet. 
—Myanmar News Agency      

A meeting on the systematic 
implementation of a humani-
tarian assistance project by the 
Union Enterprise for Humani-
tarian Assistance, Resettlement 
and Development in Rakhine 
(UEHRD) was held yesterday 
morning at the Yangon Region 
Relief and Resettlement Depart-
ment, at which Union Minister 
for Social Welfare, Relief and 
Resettlement Dr. Win Myat Aye 
delivered a speech.

The Union Minister said the 
UEHRD Committee was formed 
with State Counsellor Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi as chairperson to 
cooperate and participate in 
multi-sector works for Rakhine 
State development. The work 
processes will be conducted 
country wide with government, 
state government and people 
working together in unity, the 
Union Minister said.

“The Rakhine State affair is 
the whole country’s affair. The 
view of many countries in the 
world is negative toward our 
country, and the international 
view and the event on the ground 

needs to be well understood. That 
is why the Rakhine State Advi-
sory Commission was formed. 
Humanitarian assistance will be 
provided utilising the internal 
strength of the country”, Dr Win 
Myat Aye said. 

The Union Minister said the 
young people of the country will 
be essential in implementing the 
project.

“Resettlement will be sys-
tematically conducted by the 
government. The youth sector 
is important in development, and 
systematic work will be conduct-
ed according to the law to prevent 
conflicts from occurring again in 
the future. Work will be done for 
the two societies to live harmoni-
ously. The above mentioned work 
will be conducted successfully 
by using the strength and forces 
of the youth. There is a need to 
reduce the psychological effects 
and feelings in providing human-
itarian assistance. Works were 
done for peace and tranquillity 
in the society”. 

The Union Minister added 
that there is a need to collect 

information from villages, and 
then explained about distributing 
humanitarian assistance.

The youth humanitarian co-
ordination group then explained 
about the plan on assisting and 
participating in one of UEHRD’s 
work processes of humanitarian 
assistance.The Union Minister 
and Deputy Minister further ex-
plained the plan.

It was decided at the 
meeting to immediately form 
youth groups, with each group 
consisting of 20 youths to pro-
vide humanitarian assistance 
directly to affected families 
in Rakhine State. Each group 
will conduct 20 days of human-
itarian assistance work. The 
meeting was attended by the 
Union Minister, Deputy Minis-
ter, Yangon Region hluttaw rep-
resentative, director generals, 
representatives of Ayeyawady 
Foundation, Youth incharges 
from National League for De-
mocracy, Youth humanitarian 
coordination group, Youth Social 
Group and Yangon Youth Policy. 
—Myanmar News Agency      

Meeting on implementation of 
humanitarian assistance in Rakhine 

from page 1
Mr. Guo also said that Chi-

na’s principle was not to inter-
fere in the internal affairs of 
another country when asked 
why China’s approach to the 
crisis in northern Rakhine was 
different from Western nations.

U.N. officials have de-
scribed Myanmar’s strategy as 
“ethnic cleansing”, U.S. Secre-
tary of State Rex Tillerson said 
on Wednesday.

Myanmar’s National Secu-
rity Advisor has urged the UN 
and international communities 
not to use the  terms “ethnic 
cleansing” and “genocide” 
lightly regarding the issues in 
northern Rakhine State.

He made the remark at 
the meeting on the Situation in 

Myanmar in the United Nations 
Security Council on 28th Sep-
tember in New York, after the 
terms were used in statements 
made by the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral and representatives of the 
member states of the council.

“There is no ethnic cleans-
ing and genocide in Myanmar. 
Ethnic cleansing and genocide 
are serious charges and they 
should not be used lightly. It 
would be a sad commentary of 
our times if we allowed emo-
tions to cloud over and assert 
that what is happening in Rakh-
ine is ethnic cleansing without 
first undertaking a legal review 
and making a judicial determi-
nation,” said U Thaung Tun, 
National Security Advisor.— 
GNLM— GNLM      

Foreign interference ...

The second Intha National 
Day was held on the hill of In-
lay Hpaung Daw Oo pagoda in 
Nyaung Shwe, Southern Shan 
State yesterday morning.

Forty-eight boats rowed in a 
performance that paid homage 
to the Pagoda prior to the cere-
mony that began with In Yoe Yar 
traditional dances. 

Deputy Speaker of Amyo-
tha Hluttaw U Aye Tha Aung 
then gave a welcoming speech, 

followed by U Nay Myo, Nyaung 
Shwe Township Pyithu Hluttaw 
representative, reading the mes-
sage of Intha National Day sent 
by Speaker of Pyithu Hluttaw U 
Win Myint. 

The national day message 
sent by Speaker of Amyotha 
Hluttaw Mahn Win Khaing 
Than was read by Nyaung Shwe 
constituency 1 state Hluttaw  
representative U Khin Maung 
Win. 

In attendance at the cere-
mony were the Deputy Amyotha 
Hluttaw Speaker, Union Minis-
ter for Ethnic Affairs Nai Thet 
Lwin, Union Minister for Hotels 
and Tourism U Ohn Maung, the 
Shan State Chief Minister and 
state ministers, representa-
tives from the Hluttaw, ethnic 
literature and cultural groups,  
social societies and local res-
idents.—Myanmar News  
Agency      

Second Intha National Day held

Union Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement Dr Win Myat Aye addresses the meeting on 
implementation of humanitarian assistance projected by UEHRD in Rakhine.  Photo: MNA
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APARTMENTS with monthly 
rental prices of around Ks100,000 
are in high demand in the com-
mercial city of Yangon in the 
post-Thadinguyt period, accord-
ing to a report of the Myawady 
Daily issued on Saturday.

Local real estate agents say 
that the rental market booms 
after Thadingyut festival, espe-
cially in Hlinethaya, Shwepyitha, 
Dagon Myothit (South), Dagon 
Myothit (North) and other 
peri-urban areas, as the major-
ity of potential renters sought 

new accommodations away from 
downtown.  According to the 
property agents, the rental pric-
es of apartments in downtown 
still remains high, resulting in a 
decrease of rent market activity.  
Nyan Tun Lynn from Tainglonk-
yaw real estate services agency 
said it is his view that tenants are 
looking uptown because of the 
high rental rates in the down-
town area.  The rental market 
plays a crucial part in the smooth 
operation of property market, 
he added. In sub-urban areas, 

the top-floor apartments have 
rented for a monthly payment 
of Ks80,000 while rent for a third-
floor apartment in the same area 
is around Ks100,000. Renters 
mostly make three-month or 
six-month rental contracts. In 
Latha, Lanmadaw, Pabedan, 
Kyauktada, Botahtaung and 
Pazundaung townships in down-
town Yangon, the monthly rental 
fee for an apartment is between 
Ks150,000 and Ks600,000, said U 
Myint Lwin, a property agent.—
GNLM      

Apartments with rental prices of 
Ks100,000 in high demand in Yangon

THE TOTAL import value 
reached US$9.272 billion in the 
current financial year, $1.5 bn 
more than that of the same pe-
riod of last year, the Ministry of 
Commerce reported.

Between 1 April and 6 Oc-
tober, Myanmar bought $3.379 
bn worth of capital goods, 
$3.577 bn worth of intermedi-
ate goods and $2.316 bn worth 
of consumer goods from foreign 
trade partners, largely from its 
neighbours. According to the 
ministry’s statistics, the import 

value by government sector 
amounted to $509 million while 
the private sector imported a 
wide range of products worth 
$8.763 bn.  

This fiscal year saw a de-
crease in import value of capital 
goods by the private sector.  

The sector imported cap-
ital goods worth $3.109 bn, a 
decrease in value of $105 mn 
matched against the last FY.  

 This time last year, import 
value totaled $7.717 bn, includ-
ing $201 million from the gov-

ernment sector and $7.516 bn 
from the private sector, with 
the country importing $3.231 bn 
worth of capital goods, $2.556 
bn worth of intermediate goods 
and $1.873 bn worth of consum-
er goods.  Medicines, person-
al goods, farming machinery, 
household goods, construction 
materials, foodstuffs, luxury 
products, automobiles and 
electronic devices have chiefly 
been imported from Southeast 
Asia, Asia, Africa, Europe and 
Western states.—Shwe Khine      

Import value goes up by $1.5 bn in current FY

DESPITE the decrease in 
value of border import, Myan-
mar-Bangladesh total border 
trade this fiscal year increased 
by over $4.7 million against the 
last FY, according to the Minis-
try of Commerce. 

Bilateral trade of the two 
countries totalled US$9.939 mn 
in over first half of FY2017-18, 
with the exports exceeding the 

imports by $9.897 mn. From 1 
April to 3 October of this year, 
trade through Maungtaw earned 
$2.06 mn while trade from the 
Sittway border point was valued 
at $2.645 mn.  Ginger, peanuts, 
mung bean, dried plums, garlic, 
rice, saltwater prawn and fish, 
bamboo, blankets, candy, plum 
jam and footwear are included 
on the list of main export items 

at Myanmar-Bangladesh bor-
ders.

Myanmar’s international 
trade through sea routes ac-
counted for 80 per cent of the 
total, and the rest was conducted 
via border gates. 

The country conducts its 
border trade with neighbour-
ing countries via 16 land border 
gates.—Swe Nyein      

Myanmar-Bangladesh border trade 
shows increase of $4.7 mn

File photo shows an aerial view of downtown Yangon.   Photo: Phoe Khwar
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A 
c e r e m o -
ny to donate 
money for the 
Union Enter-

prise for Humanitarian 
Assistance, Resettlement 
and Development in Ra-
khine (UEHRD) was held 
yesterday morning at the 
National Reconciliation 
and Peace Centre, where 
State Counsellor Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi accept-
ed Ks17.77 billion donated 
by businesspersons.

The following are 
the words of donors and 
officials who were at the 
ceremony.

Dr. Aung Tun Thet, 
Chief Coordinator

“Our country can 
develop only through 
balanced cooperation 
of government, civil so-
ciety organisations and 
private sectors. Today’s 
ceremony was held to 
honour the formation of 
a committee on Rakhine 
State and the implemen-
tation of a project as well 
as to honour the donors. 
Donation can be in any 
form. It can be in cash, 
in technology, even in a 
form of moral support. If 
we want our country to 
develop, succeed and be 
peaceful, people can do-
nate what they can while 
businesses donate. We all 
need to try. At this age, 
while people are connect-
ed via internet facebook, 
can’t the people be organ-
ised through this? We are 
thinking about it. We need 
to thank today’s donors 
and recognise their ‘ce-

tana’.
We have a population 

of 51 million. If each of 
the 51 million donates a 
hundred,  thousand, ten 
thousand, the total will 
be substantial.  It will not 
only be for development 
of the Rakhine region, 
but for development of 
the whole country. It will 
show support to the new 
government.

As the donors are 
honoured, others will be 
enticed to step forward 
and do likewise. The 
amount is not important 
in donating. I would like 
to tell youths to come to-
gether and help in this 
technically advanced 
age. We understand that 
youths wouldn’t have 
much money. But they 
have strong wills. Anoth-
er important thing is to 
change the mindset. For 
the country to be peace-
ful, it must start with you 
yourself being peaceful.  
For yourself to be peace-
ful, all the youths need 
to have good will toward 
one another. They need 
to have patience with 
one another and must 
understand each other. 
Today’s work is the start 
of this journey. Look at 
how happy this occasion 
is. The other day, donors 
turn up immediately after 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
opened the event.

As people watch this 
on TV, we hope to have 
more donations. Some 
youth may feel bad and 
insecure for being unable 
to donate money because 

they don’t have income. 
No, they can participate. 
For example, they can do 
so by their writings, by 
their thoughts.

When a person faces 
difficulty, it is a time of op-
portunity for that person. 
Difficulties faced by our 
country in the Rakhine 
region is an opportuni-
ty for our country. Don’t 
think of today’s donations 
being made by a single 
donor or an entity. This 
is solving on our own the 
problem the country is 
facing. It doesn’t mean 
we don’t need help from 
abroad. But the strength 
of a country lies within 
the country. This strength 
is not only the strength of 
the rich people or busi-
nesses. It is the strength 
of all the people. Every 
one of us needs to donate 
more or less within this 
week. We will use Face-
book to make donations. 
People can individual-
ly say I can do this. Or 
I’ll do this in education, 
health etc. We want such 
responses”.

U Zaw Htay,  
Director General, 
Ministry of State 
Counsellor’s Office

“I hosted a dinner 
where businesses were 
invited. They pledged to 
help. After their pledge, 
we arranged this donation 
ceremony. We explained 
about the programmes 
we will conduct in north-
ern Rakhine State. They 
responded by offering to 
help in any way hey could.

There are three pri-
ority programmes. First 
is repatriation and reset-
tlement. Second is recon-
struction. Third is devel-
opment. In her speech, 
the State Counsellor 
spoke of development and 
long-term avoidance of 
conflicts. The enterprise 
will conduct all three 
programmes. There is 
a central committee for 
the Rakhine region. It 
was formed to find a long 
term solution for Rakh-
ine State. Meanwhile, as 
the events of 9 October 
2016 and 25 August 2017 
unfolded, additional com-
mittees required were 
formed. The committee 
of Dr. Win Myat Aye is to 
specifically implement 
the suggestions of two 
Rakhine commissions, 
the Kofi Annan Commis-
sion and the commission 
of Vice President U My-
int Swe. There is a Cen-
tral Committee. Above 
it all, the international 
community is insisting 
on involvement in using 
their money. For exam-
ple, UN organisations and 
INGOs are proposing to 
participate. Businesses 
and people are offering 
to participate. On top of 
it, the State Counsellor 
assessed the situation 
and formed an enterprise 
to involve local, foreign 
and government in the 
matter.

Priority works con-
ducted by each commit-
tee are different from one 
another. A substantial 
amount was budgeted by 

the government. On top of 
this, the intention was to 
conduct an internation-
al-level of work and thus 
donations were being ac-
cepted. The guideline of 
the State Counsellor was 
to have a border fence of 
international standard. 
We will strive toward this.

Bangladesh For-
eign Minister and party 
will come on 23 October. 
There will be a meeting 
with Myanmar Minister 
for Home Affairs and 
high ranking officials 
on 23 October. Ministe-
rial level meeting will 
be held on 24 October. 
When Union Minister U 
Kyaw Tint Swe went to 
Bangladesh, the discus-
sion was based on the 
1993 agreement. Based 
on this, Bangladesh made 
an agreement proposal. 
Our government had two 
meetings on this and the 
second one was held yes-
terday. A final draft was 
achieved. This had been 
submitted to the State 
Counsellor. Amendments 
made by the State Coun-
sellor will be finalised 
when the Bangladesh 
minister visits. Based on 
the discussion, an agree-
ment will be signed. Dis-
cussions need to be made 
with Bangladesh on the 
terms and conditions of 
accepting repatriation. 
Once the agreement is 
signed, there’ll be a time 
frame for repatriation. 
We have a list made by 
Rakhine State govern-
ment. There is also a list 
of the remaining people. 

Comparing these lists, 
there is a difference to 
the UNHCR’s announce-
ment of more than 500,000 
to 600,000. All will be re-
viewed. After the review, 
the repatriation will be as 
conducted in 1993. Once 
the review is conducted, 
the number to be accept-
ed will be known. Special 
funds, as well as ordinary 
budget is used. Donations 
will also be used.”

Dr. Khin Shwe,  
Businessman

I put up Ks1 billion. 
My daughter put up 
Ks350 million. U Aung 
Ko Win put in Ks3 billion. 
U Kyaw Win Ks1 billion. 
Rakhine State must be 
defended. Arrangements 
to raise chickens, pigs, 
ducks, goats and cows 
need to be made for the 
livelihood of the people 
in the region. Factories 
and garment factories 
need to be constructed. 
Infrastructure is another 
thing. The Mayyu Moun-
tain range is difficult to 
cross. Roads need to be 
laid. 

The government 
needs money to do this on 
its own. Businesses are 
in this on the same page 
as the government. De-
mocracy must not be lost. 
So is the Rakhine region 
and border land at the 
border with Bangladesh. 
The government needs 
to set up firm plans and 
all have a plan to work 
together starting from 
the required money”.—
Myanmar News Agency      

Voices from donation ceremony for UEHRD

Dr. Aung Tun Thet.  Photo: MNA U Zaw  Htay  Photo: MNA Dr.Khin Shwe.  Photo: MNA
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Infinite strength of inter-faith prayers

 Eradicating 
corruption in 

Myanmar

T
he uprooted corruption in My-
anmar is one of the issues or 
challenges for the democratic 
government. Until 2012, the cor-

ruption was rife in Myanmar. The notori-
ety of corruption tarnished the image of 
country and the general public disgusted 
the people in authority or in power. Thus, 
there had been lack of trust and coopera-
tion between the public and the corrupt 
regimes in the last two decades. During 
the eras of the succeeding regimes, My-
anmar had been notorious for the prev-
alence of malfeasance, malpractice and 
corruption among the public officials or 
public servants. 

Actually malfeasance and mal-
practice are related to acts of bribery 
and corruption. In other words, they 
all are immoral, illegal and unfair 
practices. Public were reluctant to 
deal with public officials whenever 
they wanted to get access the pub-
lic services. Bribery and corruption 
were blatantly practiced in various 
government offices and organizations. 
From top to bottom layer of hierarchy, 
almost every official was corrupt to 
some degree. The reason why they 
became corrupt personnel was that 
their salaries or wages were too low to 
tackle the skyrocketing prices of com-
modities and rising cost of living. Then 
they committed corruption when they 
were in authority. In spite of knowing 
that it is the violation of the public 
servant ethics, the corrupt   public offi-
cials did not care the potential punish-
ment by law or dismissal. At that time, 
rule of law was totally ignored by the 
corrupt officials. Even when the public 
lodged complaints against the officials 
for the bribery and corruption, the 
punitive action was not given to the 
corrupt officials.  The general public 
have bitterly encountered the corrupt 
public services personnel and delayed 
services. Moreover, public had to go 

By: Tommy Pauk

through endless bureaucratic red tape 
to get some official permit or approval 
for doing legal business or trade.

Those who committed malfea-
sance, malpractice and corruption 
are in the administration or in the 
position of power. Some people in 
their profession commit malpractice 
as well. Obviously, their behavior and 
acts made the ordinary people trouble-
some and caused serious impediment 
to the socio-economic development. 
All those involved in corruption must 
be brought to justice for the violation 
of law and abuse of power indeed. 
During the eras of the succeeding of 
the regimes, rule of law was totally 
neglected and the judicial system was 
influenced by the regimes.   

N.B. The Penal Code, enacted in 
1861 is still in effect till now. “Of Offenc-
es By or Related to Public Servants “ 
have been described from section 161 
to 171 in Chapter IX in the Penal Code. 
These offences are related to corrup-
tion committed by Public servants. 
However, corruption has not been 
eradicated and it impeded economic 
growth badly.

 As a result, people became 

hapless and hopeless for choosing the 
incorruptible administrators and clean 
government. People were inclined to 
replace the corrupt administrators 
with the righteous ones by any means.

Now, people’s desires for smooth 
transition, rights of democracy, good 
governance and clean government are 
being fulfilled by the democratically 
elected government. Furthermore, 
the Anti-Corruption Law had been 
enacted in 2013 and the Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission was formed in 
August 2013 in order to investigate and 
prosecute the violations of Myanmar 
Anti-Corruption Law. The Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission investigates 
allegations of corruption involving 
public officials. In addition, the An-
ti-Corruption Commission takes legal 
action against those who commits or 
attempts or abets any offences con-
tained in the Anti-Corruption Law. An-
ti-Corruption Commission‘s motto is “ 
No corruption for Prosperous Nation 
“and it is performing its duties and 
functions  properly. People are also ex-
horted to give correct information and 
complaints with sufficient evidence 
to the  Anti-Corruption Commission 

whenever they encounter corruption 
in the public services sector. The 
Anti-Corruption Commission receives 
the complaints and information in 
respect to bribery and corruption. Due 
to effective manner of the Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission and the people’s 
participation in combating corruption, 
public sector corruption cases have 
dramatically declined in Myanmar.

According to Transparency Inter-
national’s “ Corruption Perceptions 
Index of  2014 Results , Myanmar had 
been ranked 156 out of 174 countries. 
As of Transparency International’s “ 
Corruption Perceptions  Index of 2015 
Results, Myanmar was ranked 147 out 
of 167 countries. Then,  as of Trans-
parency International’s  “ Corruption 
Perceptions Index of 2016” Results, 
Myanmar was ranked 136 out of 176 
countries. These ranks indicate that 
Myanmar has been combating corrup-
tion in the country effectively with the 
Anti-Corruption Law (2013). 

Eradicating corruption in Myan-
mar is considered a national task. My-
anmar must try to regain good repu-
tation as a corruption –free country so 
that it can build up economic growth. 
People, government, law enforcement 
and the Anti-Corruption Commission 
are responsible for eradicating corrup-
tion in Myanmar. The functions and 
duties performed by the Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission are encouraging. The 
citizens appreciate its performance 
indeed.  In conclusion, we Myanmar 
people ought to work together with  
the present government to tackle the 
corruption problem and ought not to 
encourage corruption!  

Resources: Transparency In-
ternational, Myanmar Penal Code 
(1861), the Myanmar Anti-Corruption 
Law (2013).

Khin Maung Oo

In Regions, States and cities across 
the nation, Peace Prayer Ceremonies 
of Inter-Faiths groups are being held. 
These ceremonies are being celebrated 
with a view to developing peace and 
prosperity in the Republic of the Union 
of Myanmar and all its citizens, in 
accord with their respective religious 
traditions. 

The State acknowledges Buddhism 
as a religion which is well-endowed 
with characteristics of value for most of 
the people to profess, with Christianity, 
Islam, and Hinduism recognized as ex-
isting religions for respective believers 
to worship. In other words, Myanmar, 

our country is a nation with freedom to 
believe or worship, not mixing politics 
and religion. In the 2008 Constitution, 
it is strictly prescribed, “The abuse 
of religion for political purposes is 
forbidden. Moreover, any act which is 
intended or likely to promote feelings 
of hatred, enmity or discord between 
racial or religious communities or sect 
is contrary to this Constitution. A law 
may be promulgated to punish such 
activity.”

However, with regard to the events 
in Maungtaw in northern Rakhine 
State, some propagandists and agita-
tors have been found to have spread 
fabricated news and rumors by shout-
ing, “Stop Killing Muslims in Burma”, 

alleging that Muslims who profess 
Islam were being slaughtered in My-
anmar. These slogans were designed 
for Islamic countries and Muslims 
across the world to feel hatred and get 
upset over Myanmar. We, the people of 
Myanmar are well convinced that these 
are not actual truths, but just fake 
propaganda. 

Most of the people in Myanmar 
are Buddhists but we have been living 
cordially together with Christians, Mus-
lims and Hindus for several thousand 
years. Being those who share the same 
land for food and shelter, we have a 
strong background history and we have 
faced difficulties through weal or woe 
in national affairs. Without any external 

interference, different faiths and races 
will never be the cause for conflicts. 
Buddha’s Teachings do not encourage 
bullying those who are weaker than us. 
These facts can be known to be true by 
studying Myanmar History and Histo-
ry of Buddhism.  At such a time when 
international pressures is being applied 
unprecedentedly on our Government 
and our State Leaders with false allega-
tions, we, the citizens of Myanmar need 
to send our prayers for the peace and 
prosperity in our country. We firmly be-
lieve that our prayers will surely have 
infinite impact on the nation. May all 
the citizens of Myanmar be filled with 
love for each other and may truth and 
justice prevail.      


	Pages from GNLM2017-10-22-red1.pdf
	Pages from GNLM2017-10-22-red-2
	Pages from GNLM2017-10-22-red-3
	Pages from GNLM2017-10-22-red-4
	Pages from GNLM2017-10-22-red-5

