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Daw Aung San Suu Kyi meeting with representatives of the signatories to the Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement. PHOTO: MNA

State Counsellor meets ethnic armed groups

STATE Counsellor Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi and members of the
Peace Process Steering Team-
PPST of the signatories to the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agree-
ment discussed yesterday jointly
reviewing the implementation of
the NCA and resuming UPDJC
meetings.

At the meeting, the State
Counsellor expressed her de-
light for the open discussion with
the delegation and thanked to
the ethnic armed groups for
their support of the govern-
ment’s handling on Rakhine is-
sue. She also stressed the need
for unity of all the people of the

country, warning that the coun-
try would be put under pressure
and bullied by others if there
was no unity in the country. Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi also stressed
the importance of unity and sol-
idarity for the union, urging the
ethnic armed groups to coop-
erate in the Union Enterprise

for Humanitarian Assistance,
Resettlement and Development
in Rakhine-UEHRD.

Khun Okka, Patron of Pa-O
National Liberation Organiza-
tion (PNLO), said they support-
ed the Union Government’s dec-
laration of the ARSA as terrorist
organization. = SEE PAGE-3

UEHRD mechanism starts

A project on construction of
houses in conflict areas in
northern Rakhine State was
launched yesterday as part of
the Union Enterprise For Hu-
manitarian Assistance, Reset-
tlement and Development in

Rakhine-UEHRD.

The move came three days
after State Counsellor Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi announced the
mechanism of UEHRD which
was established with the aim of
allowing the Union Government

and all local and international or-
ganizations to work in all sectors
and all strata of society.

The project for Mro ethnic
people was commenced yester-
day at the village of Kondaing in
the presence of the delegation

comprising of Union Minister
for Social Welfare, Relief and Re-
settlement Dr Win Myat Aye,
Rakhine State Chief Minister U
Nyi Pu, Deputy Minister for Bor-
der Affairs Maj-Gen Than Htut.

SEE PAGE-4
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Myanmar
pledges to
invest more
in food
security

MYANMAR, despite being suffi-
cient in food, still needs to solve
the problems climate change,
natural disasters, internal
instability and migrant issue
including food and nutritional
problems caused by poverty and
the development gap between
urban and rural areas said Vice
President U Henry Van Thio
yesterday.

Speaking at the ceremony
to observe the World Food Day
in Nay Pyi Taw, he highlighted
the country’s challenges that
emerged together with the na-
tion’s independence and couldn’t
have been solved till now.

“Myanmar will have to em-
phasize in investing more in food
security and progress of rural
areas like other UN member
countries,” said U Henry Van
Thio.

About 25.6% of the country’s
population is living under pover-
ty, according to the integrated
Household Living Condition Sur-
vey collected in 2010 in Myanmar.

Most are from rural areas
and majority of their livelihood
are agriculture. According to the
2016 Global Nutrition Report, the
nutritional development level of
Myanmar is categorized as 106
among 136 countries.

SEE PAGE-2
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Myanmar pledges
to invest more in
food security, rural
development

FROM PAGE-1

“In order to reduce poverty
rate and to be sufficient in food
and nutrient, measures will be
undertaken for the development
of rural areas where these in-
cidents mostly occur,” said the
Vice President.

He also highlighted one
of the State’s economic policy
saying that “Establishing an
economic model that balances
agriculture and industry, and
supports that holistic develop-
ment of the agriculture, livestock
and industrial sectors, so as to
foster all-round development,
food security, and increased ex-
ports”.

Besides, the agriculture and
rural development tasks are be-
ing undertaken with the annual
plan, 5-year short term plan, 20-
year plan and national compre-
hensive development plan.

To remind thriving of Food
and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) in the United Nations in
1945, the World Food Day is cel-
ebrated every year around the
world on 16th October.

The ceremonies are held
annually in over 150 countries
including Myanmar; highlighting

the importance of everyone par-
ticipation in ensuring food secu-
rity and combating hunger. Only
when we, all, have the nutritious
food adequately, will we possess
the healthy and active lives.

According to the statistics
of United Nations, the enough
food is being produced for all hu-
man beings living on the earth.
However, about 800 million pop-
ulations went to be without suf-
ficient food because of various
reasons.

Out of nine people mostly
from rural and far-flung areas
and migrants, one is facing food
crisis due to local/regional in-
stability issues, climate change,
natural disasters and poverty.

In accord with the interna-
tional statistics, it is known that
the numbers of international
migrants are about 240 millions
in 2015 and that of the internal
migrants are about 760 millions
in 2013. Moreover, one third of
the migrants are age between
15 and 34 years. The shortage
of labour is being faced in rural
areas because of the migrations
of young workers and food pro-
ductions are also decreasing.

Besides, the damage in ag-

Vice President U Henry Van Thio addresses the ceremony to mark World Food Day 2017 in Zeyathiri
Township, Nay Pyi Taw on 16 October 2017. PHOTO: MYANMAR NEWS AGENCY

ricultural sector of developing
countries is over 20% of the to-
tal economic breakdown due to
the climate change and natural
disasters.

FAO has designated to cele-
brate 2017 World Food Day with
the theme, “Change the future of
Migration. Invest in food security
and rural development”.

“To fulfill catering of world
population that is increasing
gradually, we urge to make more
investments because UN mem-
ber countries including Myan-
mar are responsible for the food
security of respective countries
and rural development,” said
Vice President U Henry Van
Thio.

To narrow down the gap
between urban and rural devel-
opment that is the main cause
for internal/international Migra-
tion, more investments are being

made by the State for the rural
socio-economic infrastructure
annually in accord with the spec-
ifications of Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals adopted by the UN.
More effective way is being un-
dertaken for distribution of rural
agriculture products smoothly
to the market and for smooth
transportation of the people.
The event was also attended
by Union Ministers, Union Attor-
ney General, Deputy Ministers,
Nay Pyi Taw Council members,
Hluttaw representatives, rep-
resentatives of United Nations
organizations, diplomats, repre-
sentatives from Food and Agri-
culture Organization, represent-
atives from INGO and NGOS,
invited guests and officials.
After the Vice President’s
speech, Union Minister for Agri-
culture, Livestock and Irrigation
Dr. Aung Thu explained about

2017 World Food Day and United
Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) Myanmar
Representative Ms. Xaiojie Fan
read a message sent from FAQ
Director General.

Next, 2017 World Food Day
commemorative video and a
video showing Myanmar’s ef-
fort toward food sufficiency and
agriculture sector development
were shown.

Afterwards, Vice President
U Henry Van Thio together with
event attendees took commem-
orative group photo and visited
the 2017 World Food Day exhi-
bition.

After the event, the Vice
President, Union Minister Dr.
Aung Thu and officials visited
Zaman Dam and Yezin Dam and
observed the maintenance status
and water level in the dams.—
Myanmar News Agency B

Union Minister Dr Win Myat Aye
provide humanitarian assistance
to Maungtaw region villages

COMMITTEE for Implementa-
tion of the Recommendations
on Rakhine State chairman Un-
ion Minister for Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement Dr.
Win Myat Aye went to northern
Maungtaw Laungdon, Badaka,
Pantawpyin villages yesterday
afternoon and provided human-
itarian assistance.

The Union Minister togeth-
er with Rakhine State Chief Min-
ister U Nyi Pu, state ministers
and officials left Sittway airport
by helicopters and reached
Laungdon (Na Ta La) village
north of Maungtaw town at 1:30
p-m. where ethnic Mro nationals

living. They met and encouraged
the ethnic Mro nationals.

The Union Ministers said
the teams from Union Govern-
ment and the State Government
came to provide food for ethnic
nationals and will rebuild houses
for families who do not have a
house after the village was burnt.

Health and education sector
development for ethnic minority
nationals will be provided and
the Union Government conduct-
ing three projects work. The
three includes providing food,
resettlement, health, education
and livelihood. All ethnic nation-
als are urged to participate in

these projects said the Union
Minister.

The Union Minister, State
Chief Minister and officials then
provided 290 rice bags, 97 cans of
cooking oil, 18 bags of pea, 7bags
of salt, 48 bags of onion, 48 bags
of potato, 5 bags of dried chili and
21 packets of milk powder to the
local ethnic Mro nationals.

Next, the Union Minister
went to Kone Tine village where
ethnic Mro nationals live and
attended a stake driving ceremo-
ny to construct a new Na Ta La
village for ethnic Mro nationals.

The Union Minister and
party went on to Pantawpyin

Union Minister Dr Win Myat Aye meets with villagers to provide
humanitarian assistance in Maungtaw. PHOTO: MNA

Village where Muslims lived
and met with villagers and pro-
vided 661 rice bags, 220 cans
of cooking oil, 39 bags of pea,
12 bags of salt, 100 bags of on-
ion, 100 bags of potato, 11 bags
of dried chili and 9 cartons of
milk powders with 37 packets

of milk powders in each carton.
Afterwards, the Union Minister
and party met and encouraged
Ministry of Health and Sports
mobile health service group
that was providing health care
service in Pantawpyin Village.
— Myanmar News Agency B



17 OCTOBER 2017

THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

NATIONAL

State Counsellor
holds talks with
ethnic armed groups

FROM PAGE-1

PNLO is standing
with the Union Govern-
ment and the Tatmadaw
regarding the accusa-
tions of international
communities over the
Rakhine issue.

Khun OKkka also dis-
closed that they (ethnic
armed groups) rejected
some attempts made by
non-ethnic group to be-
come a member of the
group of ethnic armed
groups.

Afterwards, on be-
half of the signatories to
the NCA, U Saw Mutu
Saepo, Chairman of
Karen National Union,
urged all participants of
the meeting to continue to
march to the goal of peace
with mutual understand-
ing and tolerance.

The meeting was
also attended by Union
Ministers U Kyaw Tint

Swe, Lt-Gen Ye Aung,
Nai Thet Lwin, Union
Attorney-General U Tun
Tun Oo, Lt-Gen Yar Pyai,
Deputy Minister U Khin
Maung Tin, members
of the Peace Process
Steering Team-PPST U
Yawd Serk, Salai Lian
Hmung Sakhong of the
Chin National Front, Naw
Kapaw Htoo, member of
the central committee of
the Karen National Liber-
ation Army (Peace Coun-
cil), Khaing Soe Naing
Aung, Vice-Chairman of
the Rakhine Liberation
Party, Than Gae, Chair-
man of the All Burma Stu-
dents Democratic Front
(ABSDF), and Saw Mo
Shae, Chairman of Dem-
ocratic Karen Buddhist
Army (KKO) and Pado
Saw Khwe Htoo Win,
leader of the PPWT of
KNU.—Myanmar News
Agency m

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi arrives at
the meeting with ethnic armed groups in Nay Pyi

Taw. PHOTO: MNA

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi shakes hands with
Mr. Jeffrey Feltman in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi accepts the credentials
from Mr. Oussama Tawil in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi meets with Mr. Sun Guoxiang, Special Envoy for Asian Affairs of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of China in Nay Pyi Taw on 16 October 2017. PHOTO: MNA

Daw Aung San Suu Kyl receives
envoys from UN, China

DAW Aung San Suu Kyi,
State Counsellor and
Union Minister for For-
eign Affairs, received Mr.
Jeffrey Feltman, Under
Secretary-General for Po-
litical Affairs of the Unit-
ed Nations and Mr. Sun
Guoxiang, Special Envoy
for Asian Affairs of the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the People's Republic
of China yesterday sep-
arately.

During the meeting
with Mr. Jeffrey Feltman,
they exchanged views
on matters pertaining to
find ways and means to
enhance cooperation be-

tween Myanmar and the
United Nations, and to
assist the Government's
efforts in implementation
of the recommendations
of the Advisory Commis-
sion's on Rakhine State.
At the meeting with
Mr. Sun Guoxiang, they
discussed matters on bilat-

eral cooperation and My-
anmar's Peace Process.
State Counsellor Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi also re-
ceived Mr. Oussama Tawil,
newly-appointed Country
Director to UNAIDS My-
anmar yesterday and ac-
cepted his credentials. —
Myanmar News Agency ®
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Eight more tourism
companies increase this
year in Myeik District

WITH eight more local tour-
ism companies running in
Myeik District, there are a
total of 26 enterprises so far,
according to Myeik District
Directorate of Hotels and
Tourism.

The Myeik archipel-
ago in Taninthayi Region
has become a new tourist
destination to the local trav-
elers as well as the tourists
as the visitors are interested
in eco-tourism sites.

They enjoy watching
scenic beauty along the
coast such as coral reefs and
mangroves and exploring a
diverse species of birds and
aquatic animals and tradi-
tional culture.

To accommodate in-
creasing number of visitors
to the Myeik Archipelago,
more than 200 hotel rooms
will be added in the com-
ing high season starting in

Colorful fish, corals and sponges on the coral reef in Kawthoung,
Taninthayi Region. PHOTO: KYAW HAN (MOHT)

October and November, said U
Hlwan Moe, in charge of the Ka-
wthoung District Directorate of
Hotels and Tourism under the
Ministry of Hotels and Tourism.

There are more than
800 islands in Taninthayi
Region, consisting of untouched

islands.

More than 14,190 tourists
were flowed into Myeik area in
2016 and over 10,830 tourists
entered Myeik District so far,
according to Myeik District Di-
rectorate of Hotels and Tourism.
—Htet Myat m

Measures taken
to build houses
in N-Rakhine
under UEHRD
mechanism

FROM PAGE-1

In the visit to villages of
Launglon, Badakar, Panntawpyin
in Maungtaw Township and de-
livered humanitarian aid to the
villagers, the government’s del-
egation also delivered the aid to
villagers.

During the visits, Union Min-
ister Dr Win Myat Aye expressed
the government’s commitment
to food supply, resettlement and
development in Rakhine State,
urging the local people to cooper-
ate with the government for suc-
cess of the tasks. The delegation
handed over the aid including 290
bags of rice, cooking oil, peas, salt,
onion, potatoes, dried chilly and
milk powder to the ethic people.

Union Minister Dr Win Myat
Aye drove the stake into the
ground to mark the launching of
the work on construction of the
houses. Following the ceremony,
the delegation visited the Islamic
of village of Pantawpyin and de-
livered the humanitarian aid to
them.—MNA

Improvement of Yangon-Mawlamyine
railroad to be finlaised by 2019

MYANMA Railways (MR)
said the improvement of Yan-
gon-Mawlamyine railroad is es-
timated to be finalized by March
2019, according to the Myawady
Daily issued on Sunday.

After completion the MR’s
current undertaking railroad
improvement projects between
Yangon and Mawlamyine, high-
speed trains will be run along
the route in order to reduce
travel time to 6 hours, said En-

gineer U Myo Zaw Tu of the MR.

In upgrading process, Ja-
pan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) is now upgrad-
ing 49.5 miles long railroad be-
tween Yangon and Bago. The
MR’s business to upgrade 31
miles railroads from Bago to
Sittaung Bridge and 32.5 miles
from the bridge to Taungsoon
Railway Station has already
been finished.

The upgrading of 37-mile

railroad between Taungsoon
Station to Yannyein Station is
expected to be completed next
March and the improvement of
30-mile railroad from Yinnyein
Station to Mawlamyine Station
is scheduled for completion by
2019.

Under this project, old
sleepers along Yangon-Maw-
lamyine railroad has been re-
placed with new ones produced
from Mottama Concrete Sleep-

er Plant.

The MR is implementing
the railroad improvement pro-
ject on Yangon-Mawlamyine
route with the aid of the JICA.
The Asian Development Bank
(ADB) provided loans to up-
grade Yangon-Pyay railroad
and Mandalay-Myitkyina rail-
road is being upgraded with
financial aid of Korea Inter-
national Cooperation Agency
(KOICA).—GNLM =

Myanmar to send nursing assistants
to Japan starting December

MYANMAR Oversea Employ-
ment Agencies Federation
(MOEAPF) said it is working to
send nursing assistants to Ja-
pan as the island nation needs
more than 300,000 nursing as-
sistants, according to a report
of the Myawady Daily.

U Kyaw Hin Kyaw, general

secretary of the MOEAF said
that the Ministry of Labour,
Immigration and Population
on 30 September granted per-
mission to carry out the plan
which is estimated to start in
coming December.

Priorities will be given
to female nursing assistants.

However, male nurses are also
available to apply for the same
position. Only people between
the age of 21 and 35 years who
passed the level 3 of the Jap-
anese Language Proficiency
Test may apply for the job. The
selected candidates will work
in Japan under three-year con-

tract. Those workers will earn
atleast above 120,000 Japanese
yen per month.

Workers have been sent
to Thailand, Malaysia, Japan,
Singapore, Korea, UAE, Qatar
and Macao. Among those coun-
tries Japan gives the highest
salaries to workers.—GNLMmE
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Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing receives
PPST members

Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing received members
of Peace Process Steering Team
(PPST) of NCA signatory ethnic
armed groups led by General
Saw Mutu Sae Poe, Chairman of
Karen National Union (KNU) in
Bayintnaung Guest House, Nay
Pyi Taw yesterday afternoon.
At the meeting, PPST
chairman and members said
for them there is no other path
than NCA in the peace process.
Implementation of NCA needs
to be reviewed and points in-
cluded in NCA need to be im-
plemented speedily. PPST has
no intention of taking advantage
on others and have a simple in-
tention of resolving the conflicts

in the country. They want all to
participate in a peace (process)
country wide.

They fully support Tat-
madaw Commander-in-Chief’s
speech given at the NCA 2nd
Anniversary ceremony as it is
the same as their aim to form
and implement a union based on
democracy and federal through
a political dialogue. They then
discussed about matters relat-
ing to each group’s implemen-
tation of peace process.

Tatmadaw Command-
er-in-Chief said for country-wide
participation of all, a real desire
for true peace is needed. On
the NCA 2nd Anniversary he
urged those who hadn’t signed
the NCA to take the first step for

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing shakes hands with Chairman of Karen National Union (KNU) General Saw

Mutu Sae Poe at Bayintnaung Guest House in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA

peace by signing the NCA. NCA
path is taken primarily for peace
and was not for playing politics.
Tatmadaw had a strong desire
and is also ready to quickly im-
plement the provisions included
in NCA.

Tatmadaw will do the part
that the Tatmadaw can do with-
out hesitating and Tatmadaw
will give priority in safeguard-
ing the security and benefit of
ethnic nationals added the Tat-
madaw Commander-in-Chief.

Similarly Tatmadaw Command-
er-in-Chief said the Tatmadaw
will protect and safeguard all
nationals living in Myanmar
and then responded to discus-
sions made by each groups.
— Myanmar News Agency B

Mobile medical teams provide
emergency health care to
villagers in N-Rakhine

Mobile health care members providing medical treatment to the
children in Maungtaw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

AUTHORITIES in Maungtaw
have sent mobile heath care
teams to areas, which have
seen stability, to provide emer-
gency care to villagers.

“We resumed the emer-
gency health care services
which stopped since the terror-
ist attacks occurred in August,”
said Dr Tun Tin, Director of the
Public Health Department, “We
have sent the mobile medical
teams to villages in Buthidaung
and Maungtaw districts imme-

diately”.

With more than 50 mobile
medical teams, the department
is providing health care servic-
es to about 100 villages.

A mobile health service
group had provided health care
service to Laungdon and Pan-
tawpyin villages in Maungtaw
Township yesterday and will
continue to provide health care
service to remaining villages
it is learnt. — Naing Lin Kyi,
Thant Zin Win |

Funeral ceremony of presiding reverend Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Arzeya of Dhammodaya Buddhist

Literature Institute, Kengtung held

FUNERAL ceremony of presid-
ing reverend Sayadaw Bhaddan-
ta Arzeya, Agga Maha Pandita
title holder was held at the Phaya
Koesu Hillock, Kengtung in the
afternoon of October 15.
Present at the ceremony
were Reverend Sayadaws led
by Abidhaja Agga Maha Sad-
dhamma Jotika Agga Maha
Pandita Bhaddanta Dhamma
Siri, Vice-Chairman of State
Maha Nayaka Association, Agga
Maha Pandita Agga Maha Sad-
dhamma Jotika Daja Dr Bhadd-
anta Pannya Nanda, Loilem,
Agga Maha Saddhamma Jotika

Daja Bhaddanta Pannya Sarmi,
Tachileik, Abidhaja Agga Maha
Saddhamma Jotika Bhaddanta
Jotika, Hokhon Pariyatti Mon-
astery Kengtung, C-in-C of the
Defence Services, Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing and wife
Daw Kyu Kyu Hla, Command-
er-in-Chief (Navy) Admiral Tin
Aung San, Commander-in-Chief
(Air) General Khin Aung Myint
and high-ranking officials from
Office of Commander-in-Chief
(Army), Commander of Trian-
gle region Command Major
General Aung Zaw Aye, Speak-
er of Shan State Pyithu Hlut-

taw and responsible officials
from Shan State Cabinet, and
laypersons.
Commander-in-Chief of the
Defence Services and party pay
homage to the body of the Sayad-
aw by covering cloth of velvet.
Afterward, disciple Sanghas,
C-in-C of Defence Services and
party and laypersons brought
the body for cremation.
Following that, Senior
General and Tatmadaw of-
ficials, Shan State Hluttaw
Speaker and Cabinet mem-
bers donated robes to Sanghas.
— Myanmar News Agency B

Myanmar Tatmadaw delegation leaves for Switzerland

AT the invitation of Switzerland
Federal Department of Foreign
Affairs a Myanmar Tatmadaw
delegation led by Vice Senior
General Soe Win, Deputy Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services, Commander-in-Chief
(Army) left Yangon for Switzer-

land by air yesterday morning,.

The Tatmadaw delegation was
seen off at the Yangon Interna-
tional Airport by Yangon Com-
mand Commander Maj-Gen
Thet Pone and military officers,
the Deputy Head of the embassy
of Switzerland to Myanmar and

head of cooperation department
Mrs. Carine Carey and officials.
Vice Senior General Soe Win
was accompanied by Lt-Gen
Min Naung from the office of
the Commander-in-Chief (Army)
and Tatmadaw senior officers. —
Myanmar News Agency B

Invitation to young writers for Sunday section

The Global New Light of Myanmar is accepting submissions of poetry, opinion, articles, essays and short stories from young people for its weekly Sunday Next Generation Platform. Interested candidates can
send their works to the Global New Light of Myanmar at No. 150, Nga Htat Kyee Pagoda Road, Bahan Township, Yangon or by email to dce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com with the following information:
(1) Sector you wish to be included in (poetry, opinion, etc.), (2) Real name and (if different) your penname, (3) Your level of education, (4) Name of your School/College/University, (5) A written note of declaration
that the submitted piece is your original work and has not been submitted to any other news or magazine publishing houses, (6) A color photo of the submitter, (7) Copy of your NRC card, (8) Contact information
(email address, mobile number, etc.).— Editorial Department, The Global New Light of Myanmar news office
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