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Karen Refugee Committee
Newsletter and Activity Report
August - 2016
Dear All Readers,

August 12™ is the celebration of 84" Birthday of Thai’s Queen and it is also celebrated in all
the refugee camps. Interestingly, it is also the important day for the Karen all over the world,
celebrating the Martyr Day. When Burma was still under military rule, this day was not openly
celebrated by the Karen who lives close to the city with the reason of fearing the arrest and
suspicion by the military government. However, after the signing of ceasefire between Karen
National Union and the government, the Karen in many places, including the birth place of Saw Ba
U Gyi, the founder of the Karen freedom struggle, celebrated the martyr day on 12 August
openly. Many Karen live near Irrawaddy delta and Rangoon also plans to hold the ceremony in
coming year.

As a part of our preparedness, the Karen Refugee Committee also met with different
organizations, NGOs, UNHCR, KNU and political party and local authority, trying to collect
information, study the situation and building network and relationship. This month is one of the
highest numbers of activities being undertaken with the support from NGOs and UNHCR.

We would like to thank all the organizations for lending your help for many years and will
continue to help us in the future. When the return takes place, we hope to see the refugees will be
able to return with safety, dignity, based on their voluntarily decision and followed by sustainable
life. Based on our understand and observation, it is difficult to say when will be a conducive time
for the refugees to return as the condition will be based on various factors of development,
socially, politically and economically. Thus, we continue to request the NGOs and UNHCR to
continue to support us as we are preparing for the return of the refugees. Thank you for the
unceasing support and closely working with us for the benefit of the refugees.
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Monthly Activities Report
August — 2016

02/08/2016 — KRC Committee, PSOs and CMSP met and discussed about the details regarding
training for MDRG at IRC-LAC office.

02/08/2016 — KRC attended UNHCR'’s Protection Working Group at UNHCR office, Maesod. The
main issues discussed are related to child protection, suicide cases, drug and
boarding house.

2-4/08/2016 — KRC and KRCEE met with World Education at KRCEE office and to finalize the
School Transition handbook.

04/08/2016 — KRC Committee, PSO, CMSP and IRC-LAC provided MDRG training to staffs at
Umphiem camp.

08/08/2016 — KRC met with Maela camp committee and TBC at Maela camp office. The issues
discussed are Complaint Mechanism, energy system, nutritious foods, livelihood
activities, and returnee criteria.

08/08/2016 — KRC monitored livelihood program activities at Umphiem and Nupo camps and
also discussed about the future plan.

11/08/2016 — KRC met with CCSDPT and FilmAid and discussed about the recording of short
‘Go and See’ documentation. The purpose is to provide information regarding the
existing situation.

13/08/2016 — KRC Committee met with Maela camp committee in relation to camp situation
and also met with MAT regarding issues arising in the camp and how improve
camp’s environment and maintain camp’s justic system.

15/08/2016 — KRC Committee and some camp leaders met with Border Affair minister of Karen
State at Pa-an at 1:00-3:00 pm. On the same day from 3:00-5:00pm, met with
UNHCR and discussed about the repatriation workshop.

15-19/08/2016 — KRC’s Livelihood coordinator along with TBC staffs went and monitored
livelihood activities at Mae Ramoe and Mae La Oon camp. At the same time,
went to visit Karen State and inspected some location for charcoal
production.

19/08/2016 — Upon invitation, KRC Committee and Camp Committee met with KNU at Thay Bay
Hta and discussed about update political situation in Burma, refugee and IDPs’
restitution.

20/08/2016 — KRC met with KED and KRCEE at KED office and discussed about reforming
Curricula committee, and write up syllabus for high school’s social science.

22-23/08/2016 — KRC Committee, TBC staffs and KNU representatives from Forestry and
Agriculture Departments met with Umphiem and Nupo camp committee and
CBOs representatives and provide information regarding the policy of Forestry
and Agriculture of KNU so that, oneday when the return happens, the refugees
will be aware of the situation.
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22-23/08/2016 — KRC provided training regarding food card at Tham Him camp. On the same
day, KRC also monitored the new staffs who have to look after the internship
students at Pa-an, Karen State.

24/08/2016 — KRC and TBC Staffs went to monitor livelihood activities at Ban Don Yan camp.

25/08/2016 — KRC, KRCEE and KED met with UNHCR’s Repatriation Officer at KRCEE office and
shared information regarding camp’s education system and what are plan for school’s
preparedness for return.

25/08/2016 — KRC (CBSC) attended HlI’s organized training at Hl office, Maesod regarding Mine
Risk Education.

26/08/2016 — KRC participated in KUPC meeting held at Rangoon.

26/08/2016 — KRC Committee, Camp Committee and camp’s health coordinator conducted SRRT
meeting at Maela camp.

26-27/08/2016 — KRC and TBC staffs visited potential location for livelihood program at Ban Don
Yan and Tham Him’s sites.

31/08/2016 — KRC Committee met with Camp’s Zone leaders in relation to suicide cases
happened at Maela camp.



NGO Supporters:

TBC — The Border Consortium. Supports with food and shelter material. TBC also supports with
warm clothing for refugees. TBC coordinates with the Community Management and Preparedness
Program to help with administration and management capacity in all seven camps. TBC provides
KRC with administrative and organizational support and helps with staff remuneration.

ADRA - Adventist Development and Relief Agency. Starting January 2011, ADRA assumed
responsibility for vocational training formerly implemented by ZOA in all seven camps.

WEAVE - Promotes women and children’s education and self-reliance, focusing on household
issues to help women achieve more power, rights, and opportunities in refugee communities.

ARC — American Refugee Committee. Supports medical and health facilities.

M.l. — Malteser International, formerly MHD — Supports medical and health facilities.

World Education — Support for the Institute of Higher Education.

COERR - Catholic Office for Emergency Relief and Refugees. Food and educational support.
EVI — Involved with care and support for extremely vulnerable individuals.

H.l. — Handicap International. Supports handicapped refugees with prostheses and rehabilitation. It
also organizes annual sporting events for the handicapped.

UNHCR - United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. Supports registration process,
protection, and ultimate safe repatriation. It is currently helping with resettlement issues.

SMRU - Shoklo Malaria Research Unit. Supports malaria control, prevention, and treatment.
SVA — Supports libraries in the camps.
SAVE THE CHILDREN - Support teacher training and management capacity building.

PPAT — Planned Parenthood Association of Thailand. Supports family planning and preventive
education in refugee camps.

SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL - Supports Burmese refugees in the camp to address
sanitation issues.

RIGHT TO PLAY - Support Teacher subsidies, teacher training and capacity building.
IRC-LAC — Support the law

Address: P.O. Box 5
Mae Sot, Tak 63110
Thailand
Tel: (055) Intl: +66 55 532 947
Fax: (055) Intl: +66 55 546 869
E-mail: krc.academic@gmail.com
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Camp Population Report August - 2016

Register People in 7 Camps

Age Gender
No. of
Camps Families 18UP |5yrs-17 yrs 6 moynr':hs- 4 <6months Total Pop. Male Female
Mae La 3,839 9,071 6,220 2,267 122 17,680 8,568 9,112
Umphiem 600 2,939 1,675 774 5,388 2,591 2,797
Nu Po 1,275 2,524 1,658 888 291 5,361 2,543 2,818
Mae La Oon 1,080 2,779 1,680 926 128 5,513 2,791 2,722
Mae Ra Moe 993 2,479 1,772 862 193 5,304 2,618 2,686
Htam Hin 746 1,877 1,248 495 113 3,733 1,812 1,921
Don Yang 369 846 569 251 26 1,692 807 885
Total 8,902 22,515 14,822 6,463 873 44,671 21,730 22,941
Unregister People in 7 Camps
No. of Age Gender
Camps .\ 6 months- 4 Total Pop.
Families 18UP |5yrs-17 yrs yrs <6months Male Female
Mae La 4,116 10,468 6,887 2,337 104 19,796 9,852 9,944
Umphiem 1,924 3,376 1,889 672 5,937 3026 2911
Nu Po 843 824 804 342 4 2,058 963 1095
Mae La Oon 614 2,015 1,653 572 79 4,319 2,458 1,861
Mae Ra Moe 936 2,689 1,915 1,022 158 5,784 2,922 2,862
Htam Hin 175 599 487 202 35 1,317 667 650
Don Yang
Total 8,608 19,971 13,635 5,147 380 39,211 19,888 19,323
New Arival in 7 Camps
No. of Age Gender
Camps . 6 months- 4 Total Pop.
Families 18UP |5yrs-17 yrs yrs <6months Male Female
Mae La 17 26 13 9 48 19 29
Umphiem
Nu Po
Mae La Oon 42 102 5 159 74 85
Mae Ra Moe
Htam Hin
Don Yang 62 349 240 61 4 654 356 298
Total 79 417 355 75 4 861 449 412




Pre-Screening People in 7 Camps

Age Gender
Camps No.- c.)f 6 months- 4 Total Pop.
Families 18 UP |5yrs-17 yrs yrs <6months Male Female
Mae La
Umphiem
Nu Po 1,452 2,504 1,231 339 57 4,131 2,075 2,056
Mae La Oon
Mae Ra Moe
Htam Hin 662 1,359 743 433 42 2,577 1,297 1,280
Don Yang 129 336 166 46 14 558 273 285
Total 2,243 4,199 2,140 818 113 7,266 3,645 3,621
Number of PAB People in 7 Camps
No. of Age Gender
Camps . 6 months- 4 Total Pop.
Families 18 UP |5yrs-17 yrs yrs <6months Male Female
Mae La
Umphiem
Nu Po
Mae La Oon 25 126 31 18 5 180 97 83
Mae Ra Moe 29 262 108 41 14 427 232 195
Htam Hin
Don Yang
Total 54 388 139 59 19 607 329 278
Boarding House Students in 7 Camps
No. of Age Gender
Camps . 6 months- 4 Total Pop.
Families 18 UP |5yrs-17 yrs yrs <6months Male Female
Mae La 30 1,290 1,290 753 537
Umphiem 7 120 46 1 167 75 92
Nu Po 40 49 89 46 43
Mae La Oon 10 83 161 244 111 133
Mae Ra Moe 9 159 95 64
Htam Hin 1 38 9 47 24 23
Don Yang 42 106 148 73 75
Total 57 323 1,661 1 2,144 1,177 967




Feeding Figures in 7 Camps

Age Gender
Camps No.- (_’f 6 months- 4 Total Pop.
Families 18 UP |5yrs-17 yrs yrs <6months Male Female

Mae La 6,912 19,543 14,737 3,966 45,158
Umphiem 2,505 6,182 3,530 1,384 11,096 5,489 5,607
Nu Po 2,156 5,306 3,351 1,083 9,740 4,698 5,042
Mae La Oon 1729 4628 3179 1405 178 9212 4290 4922
Mae Ra Moe 1,937 4,888 3,641 1,455 9,984 4,910 5,074
Htam Hin 1,230 3,258 2,260 799 6,317 3,089 3,228
Don Yang 558 1,551 1,079 287 1,917 1,458 1,459

G.Total 17,027 45,356 31,777 10,379 93,424 23,934 25,332

General Population in 7 Camps
No. of Age Gender
Camps . 6 months- 4 Total Pop.
Families 18 UP |5yrs-17 yrs yrs <6months Male Female

Mae La 8002 19565 14410 4613 226 38814 19192 19622
Umphiem 2,531 6,435 3,610 1,447 11,492 5,692 5,800
Nu Po 3,570 5,892 3,742 1,569 352 11,639 5,627 6,012
Mae La Oon 1,729 5,055 3,627 1,521 212 10,415 5,531 4,884
Mae Ra Moe 1,981 5,522 3,862 1,925 365 11,674 5,867 5,807
Htam Hin 1,584 3,873 2,487 1,130 190 7,674 3,800 3,874
Don Yang 560 1,573 1,081 358 44 3,052 1509 1543

G.Total 54,125 139,273 99,695 33,323 1,567 94,760 47,218 47,542
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