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Karen Refugee Committee
Newsletter and Activity Report
May - 2016
Dear All Readers,

After the ceasefire was signed between ethic armed groups and military government and
the democratic government came to power, though little doubt still remains, the political activities
which try to promote peace and stability, under the 19 points of ceasefire agreement, one of the
points which mention to promote local community and livelihood opportunity has been
continuously undergoing. As we are aware of the situation, the trading activities between two
countries — Thailand and Myanmar has been operating between Maesod and Myawaddy towns.
This trading relationship helps to promote the country economy and the benefits of the local
community in which monthly country revenue is more than three thousand millions Bahts.

As we look back this month activities in relation to the refugees who have been living in Thailand
for the last forty years, we realized that, the preparedness for return activities have been organized
and conducted the most in this month. UNHCR, NGOs, political organizations, community
organizations, camp representatives, Thai authorities ‘Sor Mor Chor’ have been actively engaging
with the preparedness activities according to their respective areas and roles in and along the
border and in refugee camps and in Myanmar. The Refugee Committee along with the seven
representatives of Camp Committee conducted the first visit to meet the new government on 12t
May 2016 at Pa-An, Karen State. The purpose of the visit is, to bring greeting from the refugee
committee, introducing about the refugee issues and explore how could we coordinate and work
with the government when the time comes in relation to preparedness for return.

We would like to thank all the concerned organizations who have been working along with
us closely and helping the refugee's untiredlessly. We also want to say thank you to UNHCR and
TBC for being supportive to the Karen Refugee Committee and Camp Committee during our visit to
meet the Karen State government.



Monthly Activities Report
May — 2015

++ 02/05/2016 — KRC’s Vice Chairperson met with CMSP Field Officer and discussed about staff
orientation at CMSP office.

++ 02/05/2016 — KRC and Camp Committee met and fellowshipped with the Thai district officer at
Suang Phung.

++ 02/05/2016 — KRC Committee, Mae Sariang Branch coordinator went along with Maela Oo
camp committee for ‘Go and See’ ‘Come and Tell’ trip to Mutraw district and met
with army and administrative officers. The result of the meeting was, due to the
uncertained political situation, we can not give any guarantee right now. Visited
an area near Mae Taree Hta call Way U Hta. Security and landmine concerned is
still at high, the area is located between the Burmese army camp and Karen Army
camp.

+ 04/05/2016 — KRC Committee and Livelihood Coordinator along with TBC staff provided Cash
Transfer Program training at Thamhim camp. Camp committee, Livelihood
Committee were also attended. CTP  committee was also formed during the
training.

+ 04/05/2016 — KRC Education Coordinator met with Karen Education Department and KRCEE
and discussed about the development of Social Studies subject for high school
level.

++ 05/05/2016 — KRC Vice Chairperson, Finance Advisor, KRC-CMSP Coordinator attended CMSP
annual meeting at CMSP office.

+ 06/05/2016 — KRC Vice Chairperson, KRC-CMSP Coordinator and CMSP staffs reviewed security
Job Descriptions and finalised it at CMSP office.

%+ 06/05/2016 — KRC’s Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and Secretary met with ADRA’s Country
Director at ADRA office in relation to intership for VT graduates at Myawaddy,
Burma.

++» 08/05/2016 — KRC’s Chairperson, Health Coordinator and CMSP Coordinator met with
Umphiem camp committee in relation to fire accident.

+» 08/05/2016 — KRC Education Coordinator met with Taiwan Public TV crew at KRC office and
shared about KRC and its future plan for repatriation.

+» 09/05/2016 — KRC Committee and Health Coordinator attended PWG at UNHCR office.

++ 09/05/2016 —KRC and TBC discussed about how to collect trashes (leaves, bamboo, wood)
Which are abandoned and how to recycle these waste for fertilizer or make charcoal for

the benefit of the camp residents.

% 11-12/05/2016 — KRC  Chairperson, Secretary, KRC Mae Sariang Branch officer, Ratchburi
Branch officer, Education coordinator along with seven camp representatives
met with Karen State government at Pa-An. The purpose of the meeting is to
bring greeting, introducing about refugee issues and the future for the refugees.

++ 12/05/2016 — KRC Vice Chairperson, CMSP Coordinator, Livelihood Coordinator and office
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staffs attended MDRG’ ToT at LAC, Maesod office.

+ 16-20/05/2016 — KRC Chairperson, Joint Secretary and Capacity Building Officer attended Karen
National Consultation Meeting at Lay Wah and also discussed about the
preparedness for refugee return. The position of KNU for repatriation is that,
the refugees can return only after the political dialogue is commenced.

+ 16/05/2016 — KRC’s Finance Advisor, KRC PSO and Mae Ramoe camp committed conducted trip
to Mutraw district and met with the district officers and discussed about the
preparedness forreturn. The result of the meeting was that, thereis no
preparedness for refugee return as political dialogue has not started and the time
is not conducive for return yet. However, further discussed among leaders will
continue for readiness purposes.

++» 17-19/05/2016 — KRC Vice Chairperson, CMSP Coordinator, Education Coordinator and
Livelihood Coordinator attended CMPP meeting at Mae Hong Song.

++ 17/05/2016 — KRC Committee and Livelihood Assistant attended Livelihood Working Group
workshop at Maela camp.

++ 18/05/2016 — KRC Livelihood Assistant provided training to Livelihood Committee and Camp
Information Team at Maela camp.

++ 19/05/2016 — KRC’s Health Coordinator attended Psycho-social working group meeting at
COERR office, Maela camp.

%+ 24/05/2016 — KRC’s Livelihood Coordinator along with TBC went to Nupo camp and discussed
about housing policy after refugee return. COERR, PU-AMI, UNHCR, CBFSD
(Environmental group) and Thai authority and Palak, Forest department and camp
committee were participated. There is no concrete result but creates space how to work
together in the future. The issues discussed were; how to dismantle the building; how to
used the dismantled materials; and how to maintain the space being emptied after the
buildings are removed.

%+ 24/05/2016 — KRC-AT met with Thai government officer in relation to short-term course at
Suan Phung district for future cooperation.

¢+ 25/05/2016 — KRC’s Livelihood Assistant attended Livelihood Committee meeting at Maela and
reviewing last year livelihood activities; hand over responsibilities to the new
committee. Camp committee also participated in the selection of new committee.

¢ 26-27/05/2016 — Livelihood Coordinator attended CTP meeting at Nupo camp and at the same
time organised workshop for CTP. Result of the meeting: Revised CTP
Working Group name; Form working group starting with Section (1) and (5)
and then met with Section leaders. This proposed working group is accpeted by
the people.

++ 26/05/2016 — KRC and Partner organizations organized quarterly meeting at KRC, Maesod
Office.

++» 27/05/2016 — KRC organized meeting in reviewing KRC Boarding House Structure and
Guidelines.
++» 30/05-01/06/2016 — KRC Finance Advisor, Education Coordinator, KRC-PSO and CBOs attended
5



UNHCR organized Strategic Roadmap for voluntary repatriation workshop
at Pa-An.

++ 31/05/2016 — KRC’s Health Coordinator attended TBC initiate training on Nutritious Food to the
health workers of PU-AMI at Maela camp.

++ 31/05/2016 — KRC Livelihood coordinator along with TBC staffs provided mushroom planting
training at Nupo camp. There were 34 participants and the training lasted till 2
June 2016.



NGO Supporters:

TBC — The Border Consortium. Supports with food and shelter material. TBC also supports with
warm clothing for refugees. TBC coordinates with the Community Management and Preparedness
Program to help with administration and management capacity in all seven camps. TBC provides
KRC with administrative and organizational support and helps with staff remuneration.

ADRA - Adventist Development and Relief Agency. Starting January 2011, ADRA assumed
responsibility for vocational training formerly implemented by ZOA in all seven camps.

WEAVE - Promotes women and children’s education and self-reliance, focusing on household
issues to help women achieve more power, rights, and opportunities in refugee communities.

PU-AMI — Premiere Urgence - Aide Medical International. Supports medical and health facilities.
ARC — American Refugee Committee. Supports medical and health facilities.
M.l. — Malteser International, formerly MHD — Supports medical and health facilities.

ZOA Refugee Care — Supports school supplies, construction, teacher subsidy, textbooks, teacher training,
management capacity building in 7 refugee camps and livelihood project.

World Education — Support for the Institute of Higher Education.

TOPS — Supports educational facilities and nurseries.

COERR - Catholic Office for Emergency Relief and Refugees. Food and educational support.
EVI - Involved with care and support for extremely vulnerable individuals.

H.l. — Handicap International. Supports handicapped refugees with prostheses and rehabilitation. It
also organizes annual sporting events for the handicapped.

UNHCR - United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. Supports registration process,
protection, and ultimate safe repatriation. It is currently helping with resettlement issues.

SMRU - Shoklo Malaria Research Unit. Supports malaria control, prevention, and treatment.
SVA — Supports libraries in the camps.
SAVE THE CHILDREN - Support teacher training and management capacity building.

PPAT — Planned Parenthood Association of Thailand. Supports family planning and preventive
education in refugee camps.

SOLIDARITES INTERNATIONAL - Supports Burmese refugees in the camp to address
sanitation issues.

RIGHT TO PLAY - Support Teacher subsidies, teacher training and capacity building

Address: P.O. Box 5
Mae Sot, Tak 63110
Thailand
Tel: (055) Intl: +66 55 532 947
Fax: (055) Intl: +66 55 546 869
E-mail: krc.academic@gmail.com
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Camp Population Report May- 2016

Register People in 7 Camps

Age Gender
No. of
Camps Families 18UP |5yrs-17 yrs 6 moynr':hs- 4 <6months Total Pop. Male Female
Mae La 3,868 9,222 6,258 2,302 109 17,891 8,638 9,253
Umphiem 600 2,960 1,697 765 5,422 2,599 2,823
Nu Po 1,275 2,605 1,706 897 241 5,449 2,576 2,873
Mae La Oon 1,196 2,485 1,747 1,119 239 5,590 2,791 2,799
Mae Ra Moe 1,059 2,565 1,838 878 179 5,460 2,670 2,790
Htam Hin 755 1,904 1,231 490 137 3,762 1,838 1,920
Don Yang 384 882 577 278 25 1,762 850 912
Total 9,137 22,623 15,054 6,729 930 45,336 21,962 23,370
Unregister People in 7 Camps
No. of Age Gender
Camps .\ 6 months- 4 Total Pop.
Families 18UP |5yrs-17 yrs yrs <6months Male Female
Mae La 3,959 10,331 6,842 2,294 104 19,571 9,758 9,813
Umphiem 1,939 3,350 1,876 681 5,907 3014 2893
Nu Po 843 908 804 342 4 2,058 963 1095
Mae La Oon 598 2,053 1,772 590 91 4,506 2,253 2,253
Mae Ra Moe 921 2,692 1,953 1,008 167 5,802 2,934 2,868
Htam Hin 158 652 502 186 63 1,403 654 749
Don Yang
Total 8,418 19,986 13,749 5,101 429 39,247 19,576 19,671
New Arival in 7 Camps
No. of Age Gender
Camps . 6 months- 4 Total Pop.
Families 18UP |5yrs-17 yrs yrs <6months Male Female
Mae La 6 9 7 1 17 8 9
Umphiem
Nu Po
Mae La Oon 3 26 7 1 34 19 15
Mae Ra Moe 14 23 20 2 45 24 21
Htam Hin
Don Yang 61 351 251 63 6 671 356 315
Total 84 409 285 67 6 767 407 360




Pre-Screening People in 7 Camps

Age Gender
Camps No.- c.)f 6 months- 4 Total Pop.
Families 18 UP |5yrs-17 yrs yrs <6months Male Female
Mae La
Umphiem
Nu Po 1,452 2,504 1,231 337 41 4,113 2,071 2,042
Mae La Oon
Mae Ra Moe
Htam Hin 690 1,417 730 312 58 2,517 1,282 1,235
Don Yang 124 325 155 48 11 539 280 259
Total 2,266 4,246 2,116 697 110 7,169 3,633 3,536
Number of PAB People in 7 Camps
No. of Age Gender
Camps . 6 months- 4 Total Pop.
Families 18 UP |5yrs-17 yrs yrs <6months Male Female
Mae La
Umphiem
Nu Po
Mae La Oon 26 155 31 16 2 204 118 86
Mae Ra Moe 39 258 107 38 18 421 210 211
Htam Hin
Don Yang
Total 65 413 138 54 20 625 328 297
Boarding House Students in 7 Camps
No. of Age Gender
Camps . 6 months- 4 Total Pop.
Families 18 UP |5yrs-17 yrs yrs <6months Male Female
Mae La 30 1,308 1,308 747 561
Umphiem 7 124 65 190 85 105
Nu Po 128 83 211 106 105
Mae La Oon 144 188 332 153 179
Mae Ra Moe 193 170 363 191 172
Htam Hin 17 8 25 13 10
Don Yang 16 37 53 28 25
Total 37 622 1,859 1 2,482 1,323 1,157




Feeding Figures in 7 Camps

Age Gender
Camps No.- (_’f 6 months- 4 Total Pop.
Families 18 UP |5yrs-17 yrs yrs <6months Male Female

Mae La 6,957 18,797 13,171 3,933 35,901
Umphiem 2,521 6,171 3,526 1,385 11,082 5,486 5,596
Nu Po 2,229 5,531 3,440 1,140 10,111 4,869 5,242
Mae La Oon 1779 4846 3377 1454 175 9677 4870 4807
Mae Ra Moe 1,769 5,134 3,764 1,475 10,393 5,271 5,122
Htam Hin 1,243 3,315 2,208 744 6,267 3,063 3,204
Don Yang 568 1,547 1,036 267 2,850 1,501 1,349

G.Total 17,066 45,341 30,522 10,398 86,281 25,060 25,320

General Population in 7 Camps
No. of Age Gender
Camps . 6 months- 4 Total Pop.
Families 18 UP |5yrs-17 yrs yrs <6months Male Female

Mae La 7863 19562 14415 4597 213 38787 19151 19636
Umphiem 2,546 6,434 3,638 1,447 11,519 5,698 5,821
Nu Po 3,570 6,061 3,824 1,576 286 11,831 5,716 6,115
Mae La Oon 1,823 4,863 3,745 1,726 332 10,666 5,334 5,332
Mae Ra Moe 2,033 5,731 4,088 1,926 364 12,091 6,029 6,062
Htam Hin 1,603 3,990 2,471 988 258 7,707 3,787 3,914
Don Yang 569 1,574 1,020 389 42 3,025 1,514 1,511

G.Total 54,213 140,141 97,963 33,447 1,670 95,626 47,229 48,391
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