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UNITY AMONG OURSELVES

T think | must discuss the

aoling of Unity and tey to
appiy it e the contexs of our
Araksnose  alfairs.  In Arakan,
Arshenose Buddhists and Arska-
pwege Mualims form ¢wo important
ethuic groups while there also exist
obher racial groups such as Chin,
Mro, ete. Buddhists are howsver
in the majority. Therefore, with-
out unity between the Ambkanese
Musiims and the Arakanese Bud-
dhists. there will be no peogress in
Arnkan in futuere, If we want real
pesce. progresa and prosperity for
the land of the Golden Pagodas,
wee must sink all our differences
and strive to get unity among ns
by anv possible means.

There muet be unity hetween
the Arakancse Buddhises and the
Arakanese  Muslims and  there
should also exist unity among the
Arigkinese Muslime themselves.

To get uwnity among ourselves,
L may guote below three exam
from  international poliﬁcs. ha
ficst example is from o Middle
Fonat vountry,  Lebanon,  In
Lehanon, like in Arnkan, thers are
twn main groups of people, namely,
Muslims wnil Christinns, whe live
pescefully s nd  harmoniously.
Con=titutionslly. the President of
the country is alwavs & Maronite
Christian, while the Prime
Minister is 4 Sunni Muglim. The
co-operation  among them  has
helped o achieve the vountey’s
wnity aad s which is a
matter of remarkabls interest.

The second exnmple is from
Cyprus in the Mediterranean. In
thir Ixland wleo Turkish Muslims
snd Greek Christinn: sre living
hand in hand. They came Lo an
wgreement. only rovently.  But
before that both the parties had
been fighting ench other over the
guestion of whether Cypeus should
merge with Groece or with Turkey,
There were fouds and bloodshed.
Cyprus is now on her way to inde-
pendence. The President and the
Viee President of the countey shall
be Greek Cypriot and Turkish
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Need for Arakanese Uniry

Cypriot m_s?nuurcli'. All other
responsibilities and benefits in the
vountry are to be shared propor-
tionately betwean Christians and
Muslims.

The last example is from
Singapore! In this most important
sea port of South East Asia,
there are peoples of Chinese,
Tudian, Pakistani & nd  Malay
origing living side by side, main-
taining theie country's progress.
oulture. dignity and  prosperity
The main im 1t groups among
them are the Malive and the
Chinese, Now, in this autonomons
state of Singapore, the head of
the state is a Malsy snd the Prime
Ministor is & Chinese. The Chinee

The author considers that in view
the special nature of the couniry
ihe I-I:l'lulb of the Araka-
wo case (or a separate Arakan
exists. He fears that by its

of the Unjon
underdevelsped
/ Id be woakened. He
ndvocates, instead, for anigy
between the Arakaacse Buddhists
snd the Arakanese
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are in the mujority while the
indigenous ys are in the
minnrhy* Both the communities
proportionsl  representation.
pore i to become one
of the states of the Foderation of
Malays. If she ean become so,
the head of the state and the
minister of the country will

he hoth Muslims.

We en draw  an  analogy
botwoen our boloved Arakan aad
the countries mentioned ahave.
Therefore, it is our duty to trv
hard %o get unity between the
RBuddhistés and the Muslims of
Arnkan. Then only can we sehieve
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disruption of unity smeny thom
arestucied and rectiona! prejudicss
Some of them stvle themselves as
Rowengvas  while  others  call
themselves Kaman= and yet others
Chittagonaan  doscendaals  ofe.,
wand they take pride in being a0
enlled. Some of them have o
deepsented sense of loealism and
therefore take pride in their birth
places suech as Moungdaw,
Buthidaung, Akyab, Mrobaung,
Kyanktaw, Kywukpyu, Sandoway
eto. If we go on in this way,
I enn suy with certainty that we
will not be able to achieve any
good work., nor will we be able to
get unity among ourselves.  Thi-
will indead hamper the progress
of our community in partioulir
and of Amkan i genemsl |
should  therefore hike to request
my people shat they should forger
the past and make the futore
bright by sinking their racial
differences.  Then only, 1 hope,
we ean reach our goal without fail.

Achieving  unity among  the
Muslims is very eusy if they
follow strictly the examples set
forth in  the Quran and the
Hadith, In Islam there is no caste
svstem,  Heligiously speaking. all
Muslims are on the same level
irrespective of whether one is rich
or poor. This is manifested in
congregational prayers in
Mosgues where they bave to stand
in rows in whieh the 1ich
stand side by side with the pour.
Those who rcome fiest take their

in  the front, snd those
coming late take their pliees in
the renr, We must tey to apply
thess noble religious principles in
our daily life.

The question of granting state.
hood to Arukan, viewed from the
nature of our country amd the
sentimonts of our people. is not
at all aeeeptable on principle.  If
we get statchood, we cannot
keep social justice nmong our-
selvus, expocially between the two

ma'or us groups — Arskanese
Furthermote, it will weaken the



e

- of the Union of Burma,

i n wmall under-devoloped

countey in which ersation of more
states 8 vt desimsble

I Arskan besoimes & state by

the will of the v, then we
absodd not forget the exam 1
have guoted above of Tl:s.. t:.-
Cypews sl Singapore.
Arskanosr lsaders diall have o
nMMimw 2
Jastioe s amang
Aralcanes Buddbiste and Araka-
nese Mushms I ae are nob
in & posibion b seyaire  thes
important sttribates, thea | am
afraid there will be 0o smibly
among varsolves and the dostiny
of the proposed state would weem
very gloomy.

Lu this vonnoction, bt us tako as
esample from s neghbourniag
country. Pakistas 15- him;
thete wers states w W)ﬂnm
both the Exst sl the West wings
In ecoch provines there weore
& goverior uul;:vno- wih
e own oabinet istan govern.
ment lotor olimimated all thesw
atess wd provinves and
amalgamated Lhem into two major
wiE wibch as Bat and Wea
rermment b saved mowey
vt Tid of troubles, dicanity and
lonelubod

As | ae an Arakancse Mushin,
I shall pot like to hear of, or bear
our futare dbstioss asud hioodabed
8o 1 am dutybousnd 10 expros
my sinvere views o my peopls.
May Allsh Almighty bestow on our
rnplm understamiling o aveld
nture mishape and didross. We
n-ﬂh‘yhﬂlo:ﬂt-“-‘hlb
make our future
P, la&u&nﬂmu hm
vark to be done and wé cun onery
it oul by kaving soily smeng

el we,
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THE HUMBLE OIL-LAMP
o88:85

Transtarion by Kesnerh g Sein,

It's true, the humble Oil-Lamp
Conuot veach the oxsited Hrights

Of the Klite and palatial Motmes :

It wae, the humble Oil-Lamp
Cannot ilumine the petalstrewn Path
f she sophistiosted. who thrive

On Clowds and ride the Moon |

Its true, the humble OikLamp

Hae litthe strength,  just enough

To guide a steaguber thre'

Who his stray'd o'op the rutted Track,
And wwsthe his restbess Heart

s onbour ¢

Not like che Sun,

Nor like the lght of Moon . L
Noi lrght st ali?

Yot lram ite hupmble angle
As the' coulident of e litthe power : 1
And with faish, maybe,

It wants to give & subtle touoh of Heauly
To e wide world around-—

With i humisde Light!




