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Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Round-up

SPEAKER of the Pyi-
htaungsu Hluttaw (Union Parlia-
ment) U Shwe Mann sent a letter 
to President U Thein Sein, urging 
the government to report on the 
actions of the Ministry of Mines 
in response to landslide cases in 
Kachin State to the parliament. 
The ministry was tasked with re-
sponding to this year’s landslides 
in Hpakant by an urgent proposal 
by parliament.

During the parliament ses-
sion yesterday, the speaker of-
fered clarifications about political 
pensions. 

Meanwhile, the Joint Bill 
Committee discussed the dis- 
agreement between the two hous-
es of parliament over amending 
the Legal Supports Bill. 

Four MPs discussed the 
Condominium Bill.

Pyithu Hluttaw Round-up

THE Pyithu Hluttaw con-
vened the 13th meeting of its last 
session yesterday. During the 
meeting, the Mercantile Canal Bill 
and the Banking and Financial 
Institutions bill, which were sent 
back from Amyotha Hluttaw, were 
designated to be discussed again in 

the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw. 
Amyotha Hluttaw Round-up

THE Amyotha Hluttaw also 
convened the 13th meeting of its 
last session yesterday. During 
the meeting, Deputy Minister for 
Environmental Conservation and 
Forestry Daw Thet Thet Zin an-
swered questions raised by MP U 
Khin Maung Htay of Mandalay 

Region Constituency No. 10 over 
farmland issues in Nay Pyi Taw.

She said the ministry would 
remove more than 29,100 acres of 
farmland in two districts in the Nay 
Pyi Taw Council Area from the list 
of protected forests in accordance 
with rules and regulations. In re-
sponse to a proposal submitted by 
MP U Khet Htein Nan urging the 
Union Government to prevent fur-

ther deadly landslides in Hpakant, 
Kachin State, Deputy Minister for 
Mines U Than Tun Aung clari-
fied that the ministries concerned, 
the Kachin State Government, the 
Tatmadaw and armed groups will 
work together to enforce the rule 
of law and security in jade-mining 
areas. 

The deputy minister pledged 
that the ministry would scrutinise 

the number of heavy machines in 
the at-risk area in order to con-
serve the environment and pro-
tect its resources. 

He also said measures would 
be taken to implement the rules and 
regulations of the Myanma Gems 
Law and to remove squatters work-
ing as migrant workers in Lonkhin 
and Hpakant from at-risk areas.—
Myanma News Agency
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Pyidaungsu Hluttaw being convened in Nay Pyi Taw. Photo: MNA

Blue plague being seen at Maha Bandoola Park.  Photo: Tin Soe

MAHA Bandoola Park, which 
is located in KyauktadaTown-
ship between the Maha Bandoo-
la Road and Merchant Road, 
received a Blue Plaque from the 
Yangon Heritage Trust yesterday 
in recognition of its importance 
as one of the city’s architectural 
landmarks.

The Blue Plaque is the tenth 
that the Trust has granted in the 
city, following the Government 
Technical Institute (GTI) and the 
Lawkanat Building. 

The park has played a criti-
cal role in the history of the city 
and is also important to residents. 
It is adjacent to the famous Sule  
Pagoda and faces Yangon City 
Hall.

The park has long been a 
venue for cultural performances 
and public gatherings. It has also 
been associated with political 
movements since colonial times.

National leaders, including 
Bogyoke Aung San, campaigned 
in the park for independence 
from the British Empire. 

After Myanmar’s independ-
ence, the site and the surrounding 
area were the epicentre of dem-
ocratic movements such as the 

8888 Uprising and Saffron Rev-
olution in 2007. 

When the British planned the 
city in 1852, the site was left va-
cant and known as Tank Square. 
In 1867-68, the swampy square 
was levelled and laid out as a 
public recreation ground. 

It was named after Fytche 
Square, the Chief Commissioner 
of the British Crown Colony of 
Burma at the time. The park was 
redesigned in 2012 by the Yan-
gon City Development Council. 
The Royal Phillips Corporation 
installed modern lighting fixtures 
in the park. 

The entrance fee has 
dropped, and a much-needed 
children’s playground has also 
been added. The park has become 
a popular destination for interna-
tional visitors and city residents 
alike.

Other sites that have re-
ceived Blue Plaques include the 
Government Central Press, the 
Myanma Agricultural Develop-
ment Bank, the General Post Of-
fice, the Central Fire Station, the 
Armenian Church, the headquar-
ters of AYA Bank and Yangon 
City Hall.—GNLM

Blue Plaque unveiled 
at Maha Bandoola Park MPT held a Vanity Numbers 

Auction at the Park Royal Ho-
tel on 19 December. All the 
revenue from the auction will 
be used for Panasonic Solar 
Storage units, to be donated to 
Monastic Education Centres 
through Phaung Daw Oo Mo-
nastic Education in Mandalay. 

The highest price bid for 
a seven-repeater number was 
K22 million, the highest price 
bid for a six-repeater number 
was K9.4 million, and the high-
est price bid for the package 
was K7.5 million.  

MPT earned about K292.8 
million from the event, accord-
ing to the the winning bidders 
on the day of the auction.—
Phoe Saint

MPT to bring 
light to monastic 
education schools

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
opened Diplomatic Course No. 
5/2015 yesterday in Yangon.

The course was opened 
with an address by Deputy Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs U Tin 
Oo Lwin.  Thirteen employees 
of the ministry are participating 
in the 12-week course.—Myan-
ma News Agency

Diplomatic Course 
No. 5/2015 opens


