REPORT

THE CENSUS OF BRITISH BURMA.

Talten on the 17th Februury 1831,

PART 1.—The Enumeration and Compilation of Results.
' I.—INTRODUCTION.

Tue second general census of British Burma, and the first synchronons census
of the whole of the Indian Empire, was taken on the night of the 17th February 1881,
Since the last regular enwmeration of the people in 1872 eight-and-a-half years
Lad clapsed, and it was possible on the present oceasion to include within the
scope of a census large numbers of the wilder races and inhabitants of the
mountainous regions of the province for whom previously the annual population
returns of the Thoogyees or revenuc-colloctors had to bo aceepted in lien of
any more elaborate counting. The census which Lias now been taken represents,
with as much accuracy as can yet be attained in & country like Burma, and with
the agency at the disposal of the exceutive authorities, the actual facts existing
on the night of the 17th Febraary.

2. Before proceeding to discnss in detail the circumstances connected with
the enumeration, it may bo useful to describe bricfly the steps which preceded the
formation of definite plans for tho census of the province.

8. In 1877, on receipt of a despateh from the Sceretary of State regarding
a proposed general ecnsus of India to be taken in 1881, a Committce, consisting
of three officers who had been specially employed in connection with the Inst
Indian census, was appointed by the Government of India to consider the whole
subject. Their report, submitted early in 1878, wa. circulated to local Govern-
ments and Administrations for an expression of opinion on the recommendations
of the Cummittee ; and, among other points, attention was especinlly drawn to the
following, namely, the possibility of taking the census everywhere on the same
day, the dato to be fixed for the general enumeration, the form of schedulo to be

, used, and the possibility of gettiuf it satisfactorily filled in, the agency to be
employed in taking the census, and whether it should be paid or not. In reply
the Chief Commussioner stated that, except in thecase of tho Karens of the
north-east corner of the Tenasserim division and of the wild tribes of Northern
Arakan, the census might be taken throughout the province on the same day,
and that, even in those tracts, it would be possible to complete the enumeration
within two or three days of the date fixed. Though February was undoubtedly
an inconvenient month for British Burma, the matter appeared to have been fully
considered by the Committes, and it was therefore accopted as settled that the
census would be taken at that time of the year. Except in minor particulars,
which were subsequently modified, the f_orm of schedule Proposed was generally

approved, and nodifficulties were antici in getling it satisfactorily filled in
by the enumerators, in, though perhaps in & fow of the larger towns some
part of the agenoy might have to be paid, it was thought that the existing
establishment of revenue-ocollectors and vi].lngr:J headmen would be sufficient to
out the work.® The conclusions of the Government of India on the recom-
mendatigds of the Committee and the reports of the local Governments were
commur to the Secretary of State.and in March 1880, on the arrival® of &
reply to this despaich, a copy of the schedule prescribed for general adoption
throughout the empire was circulated,’ with the request that local Governments
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would submit drafts of proposed instructions to be issued for the gnidance of the
censfis enumerators. ‘

4. The most important points which had up to this time been decided were
that the census should be taken in the month of February synchronously in
all provinees ; that the form of enumerator's schedule used and the tables adopted
for compilation hounld, as much as possible, conform in shape to English models,
at tho same time that they permitted comparison with the fignres of former enu-
merations in India ; that the agency, so far a8 was possible, should be unpaid, and
that thero should be a preliminary enumeration of the population before the night
of the census. It had also been determined to appoint a Census Commissioner
forthe whole of India to supervise the preliminary arrangements, the operations
of the census itsell, and the tabulation of the returns; wlile under him and
subordinato to the local Governments were to be placed provineial Deputy Superin-
tendents of the census.

6. On receipt of the prescribed form of schedule and tho orders already
referred to regarding the preparation of draft instructions for enumerators, the
Commiissioners of divisions were asked to report* on the subject, and in April the
Chicf Commissioner selected a Commitice to tllrn.w up the instructions and prepare
a practical and detuiled scheme for earrying out the census within the provinee
on the lines laid down by the Government of India. The draft instructions and
the form of schedule finally decided on were submitted to the Government of
India for approval on the 21st May®, and on the same dato a cireular was issued
to Commissivners, accompanied by copics of the schedule® and of the rules for
the guidauce of enumerators, with orders at oneo to set about preparation for the
census in the manner thercin prescribed. This circular, which was the ground-
work of al] subsequent arrangements’, is printed in the appendix, but before
proceeding to a detailed account of the actual work, the plan laid down will be
briefly sketelied.

6. As has been mentioned, the census was to be synchronous, that is to
say, it was to be taken on one and the same night, or, at any rate, the enumera-
tion was to represent as accurately as possible the state of things existing on that
night. The schedules were also to be filled up by the enumerators, as had been
dono in 1872, and not, except in special cases, by householders themselves.
It was nccessary therefore that there should be a large number of enumeorators,
and that the work to be done by each should be well within his powers and
accurately defined. The first step accordingly was to divide the country into enu-
merator's blocks or clusters of houses, and district officers were to cffeet this with
the aid of the Thoogyees or revenue-collectors’ population-rolls, in which are
shown the names of villages, houses, and householders, consulting with subor-
dinate officers as to details and having careful regard in parcel?iug out each
rovenue cirele into blocks to the proximity or otherwise of houses and villages,
and to the deeision that au cnumerator’s block was not ordinarily to contain more
than G0 houses. From 10 to 16 enumerator's blocks were to be combined into
census circles and placed under the charge of a supervisor. A group of census
circles formed a “ charge,” generally superintended by the township officer.
Speeial arrangements had to bo made to secure the enumeration of all persons
not resflent within the ordinary village blocks, such as the boat population,
fishermeu, travellers, foresters, bamboo and timber cutters, cutch-boilers, and the
like. The blocks and circles determined, the next step was to appoint the enu-
werators and supervisors who were generally to be selected, tLe enumerators
from Kyaydaugyges or village headmen, or from villnge eldors and others of
respectability, and the supervisors from the Thoogyees or revenue-collectors,
the Yazawootgoungs or circlo polico, the superior officers of the regular police,
and, where oflicial agency was insufficient, from among intelligent traders or
other respectable non-officials. The next process was to enter in the schedules
the names of.the householders according to the Thoogyees’ population-rolls, and
issue the schedules from the district office to each ennumerator, who, after receiv-
ing careful instruction in the proper method of filling in the several columns,
was, on the 1st January, to begin to enter in the forms the necesary particulars

*AppendixB(4). | >AppendixB (5). | ¢Appendix B (6). | ¢Appendix B (7).
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130. Suljoined is & table showing the actual number of followers of cach
religion in 1872 and in 1881, The figurcs given for 1872 under the head of Nat-
worshippers include a fow ** others.”

Buddists, N“';f'":"ip' Hindus, | Mabomedans. |  Clristiaus.

|
1873, | 1881, |1872.| 188L. [1874. | 1881 1872.| 1881. | 1872.| 188l

o (Akyab . .| 185266 | 230,016 {90,163 20,18 | 2,665 | K812 04,263 UO64H | 884| 1,114
] Im.rﬂ:eru Arakan . 1496 1 2,000 [ 7.210) 12,000 66| 2| 1 3 8 15
% Kyonkpyou oo 120709 | 193,782 10398, 11,042 IWG| 239 [3020| 4246 | 47 64
-l WY . - | 41.5&01 66,458 | 4,941] 4pss| 88| 124(2,1u1( 2,600 [ 17 81

Total oo | 964,028 | 422,390 (2,035 18,207 | 2,001 | 1,303 64,518 1,06,308 | dot| 1314

| ]
[Hnngoun Tuwn . 00,204 |: 67,151 llll 84 (14,108 35,871 12,007 | 21,160 | 6,166 Q,?'d

Hauthawaddy oo | *BE3484 0 408,016 | Nil 470 984 (T008| 5ls| 4,086 | 7488 7,227

Prno.

Tharruwaddy I T ) I R ¥ 1ss| L. | L1 Y
Prome .. | 967408 818261 15308 GR19| fo1| V78|1123| 1,795 | 208 484
| |
Total o . |n0s8960 1 .. | Bd4e8| .. [i8742 .. |28160 | .. | 19815
. |
£ (Thonegwa ., v 3 74987 | ., B6H| .. 728 .. 1,660 | .. 6,804
€ |Buwwein .. .| 802768 | 837817 | 471| 20,067 | 711|4.R51|2,671| 4,926 16,078) 91,824
B |Heuzada .. ..| 468788 | 811741 ) 6ozl  191| a78| 703| 77| 1,193 |5,969 | 4508
£ |Thayeuoyo | 197,253 | 148,600 ‘u,ua.s' 14,100 2,020 [ 2,620 | 1,174 | 1,861 | 1,806 | 2,340
Total al = ll.ll'fl.lﬂl[ .ol ssma| .. |eser| .. | oses| .. | 8487
m':il Pegu aod Trrawaddy | 1,655,987 | 2,180,884 47| 4404 18,051 (65,639 18,629 | 87,787 (87,844| 54,690
Visione. —
_Moulmein Town .| 25780 | 28976 | 43 .. [11,040[12,868 (7,604 [ 9,807 |3,147| 9,640
A |Amherst .. | 186,743 | 983,073 | B16] 685 | 1,441 6,000 | B6A1| 7,609 |1,389| 8,040
Tavey .. | 69363 | w2187 | Nil,,  #6G| 8yd| 300| 702| 828 (1,978 1,368
E Murgul .. | 42996 | 47he8 | | 9.884| 15| 9738503 4180 |1,869| 1,796
~ Shwaygyin . 124,008 168,149 180| 9,933 | 2¢m 68| 448 B66 676 | 1,360
& | Toungoo .. | 74008 ! 93,07 | 1,148) 12,612 | 1,685 | 3,086 | 1,001 | 1,003 | 7,889 18,191
Balwoeu .. T 1,147 6,100 in.m 94,788 .. 86 9 106 | 18 83
Total oo| B27831 | 098,304 [20,034( 61,160 [14,718(28,146 17,002 | 24,786 14,554 | 28,815
‘fotal fur the Province .. | 4,447,831 | 3,251,684 "110514 149,681 Fs,u.ulsu,m 90,841 | 168,881 ]m,m 84,219 ¢

Christians by sect and race (Final Form 111.1).

131, At the reeent census the attempt was made to ascertain both the races
and the seets to which all the Christians of the province belong. Entries in the
schedules were not unfrequently erroncous or wanting, and the figures published on
this subject cannot lay cflnim to ubsolute necuracy. Persons of mixed European
and Eastern ruce generally dislike to record themselves as Eurasians, and no doubt
some of this class may have been treated as Kuropean British subjects. On the
other hand, tho omission of the words British subjeet in the schedule entries may

have led to the placing of some persons of pure English blood under the head of
Eurasians.

132. Eleven sccts are represented in the sehedules including ¢ Episcopalian,”

which probably means the Episcopal Clmrch of Scotland. There are also a few
unspeeifiod,

* The entiies fur 1878 aguinst Hanthawaddy, Basscin, and Henzadn are the figures for the old districta of Ran-
goou, Basscin, and Myanoung respectively.
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917. 'The Burmese in their traditions claim for themselves a western origin
and & connection with the solar races of India. It is no doubt probable that the
lower part of the valley of the Ganges was formerly occupied by peoFle speaking
Inngunges of the class sometimes called Mramma before the advent of the Aryans,
but, as regards the Burmese, it secns more natural to believe, as Sir Arthur Phayre
writes, that they passed from the table-lands of Central Asia round the Eastern
Himalayas. A kiogdom was formed at Tagoung, and thence, it is said, a portion
of the people went westwards into Arakan, while the Burmese, moving southwards,
founded fresh kingdoms in Prome and Toungoo, where the language is still
supposed to bo spoken in greater purity than elsewhere in Burma. The Burmese
mutt have come in contact with tLo Talaings perhaps & thousand years ago and
obtained from them their literature and religion, as has boen alrcady mentioned.

218. The Arakaucse differ but little in feature or form from the Burmese,
and, though their spokenlanguage is so dissimilar from
that of the latter as to be almost unintelligible, when
written it i8 the same in almost all respects. Judging from the fact that the
people of Arakan pronounce their words as they aro spolt, among other things
preserving the *r,” which the Burmicse pronounce *y" in sound, and retaining
with its natural sound the inherent vowel ** 8 which on the east of the Arakan Yoma
is pronounced in several differout ways, we may conclude that in Arakan wo moet
the older form of the language. Fifty-nino persons, 56 in Akyab and 8 in Kyouk-
pyoo district, are returned as Rujbansis. The Arakanese call them Mrammagyee.
I'hey are of Arakanese extraction aud are descended from persons who fled away
a contury ago to Chittagong, and there founded a village callod Nawyapara. By
race they are considered to bo more Arakanose than Chittagonian, but in language,
habits, and clothing they more resemble the Bengalis. By religion they are
Buddhists. In the languago table thoy are placed under the hoad Bengali.

219, Tho so-called Tavoy Iun;éua.ge is nothing more than the dialect spoken
— gy the descendants of an Arakanese colony planted at
' avoy in early times before the Durmese had con-
quered the intervening Talaings or had advanced so far to the south, Fow
persons, only 1,843, are recorded as speaking Tavoy, and most probably many,
though speaking the dialect, gave their langnagc a8 Burmese.
220, The Yaws are also a people not differi gvlr,nuch from the Burmese either
i in race or language. ey liveon & western tribu
. : of the Iirawaddy, about the latitude of Pagan, an
have been described as the pedlars of Upper Burma, The 41 Yaws shown in the
tables aro probably immigrants ; nine were found in the province in 1872.

221. Tho Yabein is almost indistinguishablo from the Burmose in feature,
ik and though thoy speak of a Yabein language, and
Captain Forbes, in a paper on the Tibeto-Burman
languages (Rogal Asiatic Society), quotes the names of their numerals, names which
differ entirely from the Burmese terms, it would seem that, even if they ever had a
language of their own, it is now extinet, or become modified into 8 mere dialect
of l’iurmcae. The only practical distinction between the Yabein and the Burman
at tho present day is that the formor are rearers of silkworms, an occupation
seldom ordever adopted by the tFum Burman, Very few persons, only 436, are
returned as talking Yabein. I did not feel justiﬂz?in altogether refusing them
a place in the final form, as Arakanese had obtained a separate column, but have
classified them, as Las been stated, with the Burmese.

222. The Choungthas, or * children of the stream,” as this name imports,

aro but & part of the Arakanese nation and speak a

Soomgtion. similar language. They also profess Buddhism. Why

they resido in the hills is not clear. It is variously thought that they are an
advanced guard of the Arakanese, posted to check the incursions of the hill tribes,
or that they are a part of the latter left behind during their desoent into the plains.
They are gradually leaving the hill country for cultivation in the level country of
Akyab. In fact, of 3,841 Choungthas, 1,671 are found in the Akyab district, and
of these many have reached the " In 1872 there were 9,684 of this clase.

Arnkancse.
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of whom only 75 in 1,000 are females. The proportion of women Arriving from
Upper Burma is considerably larger.  There are 872 females and 622 males.
246, T_llp next point to be uhsnr\.red is the composition of the distriet popn-
lations in British Burma. Tho following table illustrates the sabject by means of
a few of the districts taken at random, .
Statement :huwing for cc:'rmin dl'l‘fﬂ.r'fl the praportion per cent. of their reapective populations
_b_nm m th_c different dintricts or countries mentioned in the firat column.

NaMK oF DIKTHICTS,
— -— 5 e L ]
. ]
Dirthplace. ¥ = i
2 3 3 Pl . |
| EL s | Bl E|d | ¢
AN SR RE R RERE:
= by 3 ) [ ! = | 3 =
Akyab ... o | 70:80 | -
Amherst l K1°GO |
Bassein ... i e 244 200
Hanthawaddy o s 816 102 1 -
Henzadu i we | OBIS0
Kyoukpyoo we|  BHB | D4BH wa ] e
Muulmein Town ... | 68
Prome ... M 1-20 141
Rangoon Town ... 86-41 HRl N7 | e “HH
Bhwayuyin 145, L.
Tavoy .. vor ] we | e
Tharrawaddy s 68 1)
Thayetmyo i
Thonegwa . aee avi 7000 01
Bongal ... e | 1804 802 0 41 1-41
Madras... - e 40 K8 1415 . '
Bhan States and Siam 03 10 204
China ... ves e e ves PRV ‘WG 40
Upper Burma ... ol B8 220 96e| 19003] 1740 0w | 210
England T

Notg.—Thia table haa to be read by vertioal columns. 11 the fractional paria of the distriet population
born in each distriot or provinos wero entered, the total of each culumn would be 100:00. T hinve antered
all minute fractions would, however, have destroyed the clenrnoss of the stutement without sdding to ils ure
8 an illustration of the distribution according to birthplaco of the iubalituuts of districts.

. 246. It will be noticed in the above statement thu. 70 per cent. of the resi-
dent population of Akyab are natives of the district, while 186, chiefly Chittagoni-
ans, are from Bengal. Immigrants from Upper Burma are very few in number.
Pegu, with its abundance of uncultivated fertile land, has a greater attraction for
the latter people, who would with difficulty understand their own langnage as spoken
by the Arakanese. Kyoukpyoo, though boasting the possession of & partiall
developed earth-oil industry, is not an attractive field of labour. Indeed,
at the time of the census, three per cent. of the natives of the district were sccking
a livelihood in Akyab district. Rangoon town illustrates a totally different state
of things. Only 86 per cent. of the persons enumerated there in February were
natives of the town. The latter, as will be seen a little further on, migrate largely
to other parts of the country, and few who are born elsewhere in the province
care to make Rangoon their home. The natives of India living in the town are

. more numerons than the natives of Rangoon itself. Probably of fow even among
Eastern cities can it be said that 84 per cent. of the inhabitants were horn outside
their limits. Of the agricultural districts appearing in the above table, Hanthawaddy
possesses the largest proportion of forcigners, drawn thither by abundance of
remunerative labour and plentiful supplies of land. Nineteen persons in every
hundred of the population, or 81,341 out of 427,720 are from Upper Burma,
nearly 6 per cent. are who were born in Rangoon, and over 2 per cent,
are Nyat.ivu of India. In Henzada and Thonagn also there are large numbers of
Upper Burmans, the fi being 84,769 and 49,694 respectively. The district
moy is at present the least attzactive of all to immigrants. y & little over
two persons in 100 of the ation were born out of the district ; yet Tavoy is
said to offer a fine field to the coffee or tea-planter. Capital is as yet not forth.
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